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Horrible! 68 

Horse, a substitute for 271 

Hot water and creosote as an antl-emeuc 86 

How deeply does the earth quake 311 

Howold is the world 311 

Hydrobromaie ot quinia as an antipyretic 225 

Hydrobromlc acid.. 274 

Hypodermic use of morphia 406 

Hydroscope and thermoscope 20K 

Hyoscyainine 145 

Hypertrophied tonsils, leuiou Juice lor 3>iu 

Hypnotic, new 195 

Hypnotic, monobromide ot camphor as » 28 

Hypochondriasis, sexual 361 

Hypodermic injection in hernia 102 

Hypodermic inlectiou of brandy 142 

Hypodermicinject. of chloral in convulsions.. 387 

Hypodermic injection of ergoUn 276 

Hypodermic n^edicatton iq pholera morbus 335 
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Hypodermic morphia, sudden stoppage of. 'i09 

Hypophosphites, v^ue of the 887 

Hysterical eongh 130 

I 

Icecream and beef juice 460 

Ice cream poisoning. 'M 

Ice in the rectnm in ehioroform naroosis 110 

Ice, mammary inflammation treated by 389 

Icteric, uterine 110 

Immersion, treatment of unhealthy and sy- 
philitic sores by 341 

Impacted ceeoum and ooton„ 449 

Impotence, electricity in 463 

Impoteocy 115 

Incipient diphtheria 29 

Incontinence of arine in childreu 388 

Incubative period of scarlet fever and other 

diseases 26 

Indestructibility of matter 471 

Index medicus 39 

Infantile convulsions, nitrite of amyl in 106 

Jn&tntlle paralysis 223 

Inliants, arrowroot for 269 

Infantum, cholera 09^ 393 

InliEuicy, typhoid fever during 308 

inflammation, mammary, treated by ice 389 

Inflammation of the bladder. 27 

InfhM>rbital nerve, resection of 267 

Inhalation of ether, insensibility, from 222 

Inhalation of eucalyptus oil 955 

Injecting a tumor with morphia before extir- 
pation 106 

Injecting pile tumors with carbolic acid „ 90 

izvJectlon R)r gonorrhoea 115 

Iir)ections of ergotin in cerebral appopiexy 103 

Ink, InvUible 152 

Insensibility from ether 470 

Insensibility from inhalation of ether 222 

Insensibility, protoxide of nitrogen for produ- 
cing prolonged 294 

Insolation « 292 

Insomnia., 69 

insufflation powders i». nasal douche. 105 

Intermittent fever 276 

Internal hemorrhoids, treated by hypodermic 

medication 455 

Interstitial pneumonii... 388 

Intra-nterine medication 463 

Intravenous injections 340 

Intussusception in inftmto 189 

Inventions, new 71, 72 

Inverted toe nail 264 

Iodide of potassium in vomiting 269 

Iodoform 383 

Iodoform, action of 228 

Ipecac aaan anti-emetic 34 

Ipecac in labor 86 

Ins. foreign IXMlieson the 438 

Iritis, rheumatic. 394 

Iron, dlalysed 17 

Irritable stomach of young children 195 

It steps down from its airy throne 828 

J 

Jaborandi in cholera 883 

Jaborandi in puerperal convulsions 97 

Jaljorandi in whooping cough 215 

Jaborandi, the use of. 25 

Jactiues' catheter.. 30 

K 

Kava-kava and itsblennoetatic properties 345 

Kidney worm : 71 

KolpoccpetasiH t*«. Kolpokleisis 476 

L 

Labor, chloroform in 217 

Labor in puerperal eclampsia, when to induce 884 

Labor, use of ipecac in 35 

Labor, warm water into the vagina In. 301 

Laceration of the perineum 757 

Lactation, ergot tv 810 



Lactopeptine 75, 218 

Lai^arotoniy 20 

Laryngitis, syph ill tic 68 

Laxative bread 395 

Laxative mixturi\ Boshu'i, 116 

Laxative tonic; pills 195 

Leather, castor oil a dresHing for 2)6^ 

Lemon Juice fur hypertrophled tousiln 350 

Leprosy, a case of 126 

Ligature, catgut 19 

Light, electric 851, 392 

L useedin skin diseases 263 

Lip salve 435 

Liquid glue 434 

Liquor amnii 464 

Liquor araenicalis in prickly heat 195 

Litnia, benzoate of. 101 

Lithia springs, waters of 177 

Local treatment of diseases of the skin 368 

Locomotor attaxie progressive 5 

Longevity and civitization 232 

Loss of blood, whiskey hypoderniically in col- 
lapse from 164 

Lumbago, sulphuric ether in 147 

Lupus, treatment of. 96 
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Making the deaf hoar 392 

Malarial fever of the South 315 

Malarial fever, Prussian blue in 141 

Malarial fever, to prevent 476 

Malnutrition and dlarrhcea. 128 

Mammary abscess 150 

Mammary abscess, preventing 375, 394 

Mammary inflammation treated by i<« 389 

Management of retained secnndinen in abor- 
tion 415 

Marriage and the microscope 143 

Mastitis, Phytolacca decandra as a remedial 

agent in 408 

Massage of the tonsils 309 

Mastoid process, opening the, by surgical pro- 
cedure 259 

Matter, the constitution of, in gaseous state... Ill 

Medical association, American 117, 198 

Medical College Association 157 

Medical (College, Southern 77 

Medical College, the new 37 

Medical editors. Association of American. 197 

Medical journals, importance of 158 

Medical societies 438 

Medical Society of South .Carolina. 79 

Medicine by galvanism '... a'il 

Medico-chirurgical Association 131 

Medico-chlrurgical Society 77 

Membranous aysmenorrh(va 469 

Memoranda for the disinfection of yellow fever 380 

Meningitis, tubercular in the adult. 60 

Menorrhagia, viburnum prunifollum in 47 

Menstrual disorders,. Bufmlo lithia waters in... 255 

Menstruation, bromide of ammonium in. 270 

Metalloscopy and metallotherapy 18 

Meteorology for 1878 152 

Metric system 95 

Metrorrhagia, plugging the cervix uteri for 4M 

Mercurv, a cure for purpura hemorrhagica 14 

Microphone, anticipation of. 432 

Milk abscess, arrest of 140 

Milk diet 110 

Milk diet in acute rheumatism. 316 

Milk diet in cystitis., 98 

Milk test 392 

Miscellanee 461 

Mistura bronchi 236 

Misturee ^ 314 

Mixture, a new 413 

Modified Dover's powder a56 

Modus operandi of skin grafting 21 

Moles, removal of. 235 

Monobn>mated camphor in cholera infantum. 236 

Monobromide of camphor as a hypnotic 28 

Moon, new crater In tiie 191 

Morbus ooxarius, new treatment 103 

Morphia hypoderniically —caution 182 

Morphia, hypodermic use of. 406 
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Morphia, hypodcnnlcal use of, as a supporter 

of the heart's action^ 335 

Morphia niaiiia 23 

Mound bullderR 431 

Mouth breathing, bronchitis ftrom.^ 218 

Mouth, nursing sore 396 

Muriate of pilocarpin in singultus 150 

Myricaaud subnltrate of bismuth 30 
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Nfpvi, tattooing of 420, 429 

NsBvus, croton oil in 146 

NfBvus. sodium ethylate in 217 

Narcosis, loe in the rectum in 117 

Narcotism from nutmeg 344 

Nasal catarrh, liquor bismuth for 106 

Nasal douche, insufflation powders against VOU 

Nasal polypi 461 

Nasal polypus, carbolic acid in 220 

National board of health 2:^7 

Nature, perfection of. 71 

Nebulas, disappearance of 152 

Neuralgia 30, 47, 49 

Neuralgia, Esmarch's tourniquet in 3H6 

Neuralgia of the fifth nerve, ammoniacal sul- 
phate of copper in 416 

Neurose of the heart 107 

Nisgara, stoppage of the falls of Ill 

Nickel 312 

Nipples, cracked 105 

Nipples, suberine in excoriated 267 

Nitrite of amyl 18 

Nitrite of amyl in infantile convulsions 106 

Nitrogen, oxide of. 392 

Nocturnal enuresis 100 

Nocturnal seminal emissions. 339 

Nofle,hemorrhargefrtm the 396 

Notes ftom practice 99 

Nourishment in typhoid lever 344 

Nursing sore mx>utn 396 

Nux vomica 1« 
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Obstetric forceps 108 

Obstetrics and obstetrical surgery 20 

Obstetrics, chloral hydrate in 88 

Obstetrics, quinia in 16 

(BBOphageal sound in hiccough 310 

Oil, chaulmoogra. 354 

Oil, inhalation of Eucalyptus 355 

Oil in skin diseases 263 

Oil, petrolina. 432 

Ointment, boraoic acid 156 

Ointment, mild zinc 1J«3 

Oleateofzinc 109 

Onychia scrofulosa 104 

Opening the mastoid process by surglcnl pro- 
cedure 259 

Operation for phimosis 228 

Ophthalmia, ergotinin 230 

Ophthalmia, ergotin in acute 144 

Ophthalmia neonatorum 434 

Ophthalmia, purulent, of infants 149 

Opium, alkaloids of. 58 

Opium, danger of, in chronic bright^s diseHsc. 1(K> 

Opium habit 269. 270 

Opium habit cured by gtilvanisin 332 

Opium in peritonitis iy» 

Opium, qnlnia with 276 

Opium smoking 192 

Origin of plants Ptt 

Otorrhcea 122 

Ovariotomy 421, 458 

Ovariotomy supersecled 227 

Oxalate of cerium inchnmic cough 59 

Oxalate of cerium in vomiting ol pregnancy... l.Vi 

Oxalate of cerium in whooping-cough 305 

Oxide of nitrogen 392 

Oxide of zinc ihdiarrbcpa 22:^ 

Oxytocic, quinine a dangerous 70 

Oxygen in albuminuria^ 430 

Ozena, new treatment ot 427 



Painful diarrlueu 394 

Pain, ralief of, from the application of sal- 

pnste of copper 228 

Palatable castor oil 313 

Paracotoin in epidemic choleni 150 

Paralysis, infantile 228 

Parasite, a troublesome 260 

Pavor noctumus. 475 

Peach kernels for clearing water. 310 

Peach leaves an anti-emetic 76 

Pencil, a voltaic 271 

Pepsin in dysentery 234 

Perchloride of iron »» a topical application for 

chancre 35 

Perfection of nature 71 

Peristaltic persuaders, Dr. Kitchner's IM 

Peritonitis, opium in 55 

Permanganate of potash 57 

Pertussis 396 

PertuHKis, dextro-quiniue in 417 

Petrolina and petrolina oil 432 

Perineum, laceration of the 457 

Perimetritis 4<W 

Pharynx, fish-bones in 224 

Philipplum, new metal 232 

Phosphate of lime 430 

Phosphide of zinc 110, 268 

Phosphorus, with malaria, the cause of yellow 

fever 57 

Phnxmum, ulceration of. 65 

Phthisis, glycerine in 430 

Phtbysls syphilitic 275 

Phymi^is as a cause of rupture in children 98 

Phymosis, operation for 22S 

Physicians of Vlcksburg 78 

Physiological action of borax 272 

Phytolacca decandra in mastitif^ 483 

Piles, rules for injecting 220 

Pile tumors, injecting ;*l 

Pills, laxative and auodlnc 115 

Pills, laxative tonic 195 

Pilocarpin as an abi)rtilticient 130 

Pilocarpin in albuminuria. 108 

Pimply-face, acne 97 

Pityriasis of the 113 

Phvgue in Russia 77 

Plague, the 143 

Plants, origin of. 482 

Pleasant remedy lor toothache 262 

Pleura, evacuation of pus from 67 

Pleurodynia 114 

Pneumonia 273 

Pneumonia, lU'etate of potassium in 109 

Pneumonia, aconite m 404 

Pneumonia, cn^upous 201 

Pneumonia in terstilial 388 

Pneumonia, typhoid 41, 81 

Podophyllln 34 

Podophyllln, danger of 462 

Pixlophyllin, fornmla for adniiniKtering 473 

Poison, antidote to 265 

Poisoning by carbolic acid 29, 389 

Poisoning bj- icecream 24 

Poisoning by rhus :W6, :i'H) 

Poisoning by rhus toxicodendmn...< 154 

Poisoning, tobacco 321 

Polypi nasal 461 

Polypi of the ear 67 

Popp's anatlierine tlentifrice 4*5 

Population oithe globe 112 

Post-mortem delivery 137 

Post nasal catarrh 4.*i4 

PoHt-partum hemorrhage 116 

Potami, i>ermanganate of. .57 

PotiLssium, external application of the bro- 
mide of. 386 

Potato eating and dlphtlicria, 187, 315 

Pott's disease 12 

Practical notes 476 

Practice, notes fixim 99 

Pregnancy, gingivitis in 66 

Pregnancy, graafian vesicle during 107 

Pregnancy m the elephant 151 

Pregnancy, salivation of. 264 

I^regnant sickness, oxalate of cerium in 176 
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Pregnant state, ponlble relatloun of tooth ex- 

uraotlOD to the 9 

Premature labor in puerperal eolampRla 884 

Preventing mammary' absoem 876 

Prickly heat, liquor amenioallH in 105 

Priucely trial oi an old remedy 271 

ProfiBssioDal ftetemlty 196 

Prolapae of the rectum in InfantA 187 

Prophylaxis in yellow fever aoo 

ProphvJaxi^ of puerperal oonvulsiona. 212 

Propylamine chloride «. 261 

Protoxide of nitrogen for producing prolonged 

insensibility 294 

Pruritnsanl ^ ,.. 418 

Pruritus vulvee 113 

PrusKian blue in malarial f ver 141 

Psoriasis palmaris, eczema of the hand <»fteu 

miscalled 384 

Psoriasis, pyrogallic acid in 230 

Ptyallsm v. „ 486 

Public health, department of 78 

Puerperal convulsions. 80 

Puerperal convulsions Jaborandi in 97 

Puerperal convulsions, prophylaxis of. 212 

Puerperal eclampsia 94, 262 

Puerperal fever 4o8 

Pulmonary a*ier»uvepill8 74 

Purgatives, ehoiceof. 389 

Purpura hemorrhagica _. 14 

Pus evacuated fl>om the pleura by inversion oi 

the body 67 

Putty, to remove dry 196 

Pyrogallic add in internal hemorrhage 266 

Pyrogallic ivcid in psoriasis 230 

Quebracho, a new remedy in dyspniea 300 

Vluery 273 

(^ulnia, capsicum wliii 195 

(^uiuia in surger>^ and obstetrics 16 

<^uinla, sulphate-thymate of« 104 

uutnla witn opium 276 

(Jninine, a dangei-ous oxytocic 70 

ijulnine, duty on 438 

(Jul nine, to huAi en tne action of. 360 

<ijulnine, zinc against 296 

(Quinsy, Hiiuple treatment of. 107 

H 

Rag weed as a remedy for rhus poisoning. 409 

KapJdIty of thought in dreaming 281 

Rectum, fissure oi the 46U 

Rectum, removal of. 19 

Relief for dyspepsia >o 

Remedies, new California 77 

Removal of moles 236 

Removal of the spleen 19 

Report of some cases from the eye and ear and 

throat clinic 122 

Reports, society.... 2HH 

liesection of thf Infra-orbital nerve 127 

Respiration, artificial 18 

Resuscitation of a young clrl apparently dead 290 

Retention of urine, chloral In.. 225 

Review of thf past year. 17 

Rheumatic fever, acetate of pota«M. In 109 

Rheumatic iiitis. 394 

Rheumatism 141 

Rheumatism, benasoic acid in 68 

Rheumatism, buckeye In 469 

Rheumatism, chronic 173 

Rheuniatisni in scrofulous subjects 36 

Rheumatism, milk diet in acute 316 

Rh^'uroatlsm of he diaphragm 221 

Rlioumatlsm, salicylate of soda In I90 

Rlienniatlsm, treaiment of acute 146 

Rhubarb and gentian draught 193 

Rhus aromatlca 462 

Rhus poisoning 306, 860 

Rhus u»xicodenui-ou, poisoning by 154 

King-worm 72 

Rosanlline in albuminuria. 106 

Hulesi for injecting piles 220 

Rupture in chiidieu. phymosis as a cause of..... 98 

RuAsla spirit.. » 436 

Kn^lp. the plague in « 77 
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Saint Benoit twins 

Salicylate of quinine as an antipyretic... 
Salicylate of soda in rheumatism with 

fever 

Salicylic acid ^ 

Salicylic acid as an antiscorbutic 
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Salicylic acid as an antiseptic and antipyretic 

Salicylic acid, concentrated solution of. 

Salicylic acid enemata in dysentery.. 190, 

SaUcyllc acid in ear diseases 

Salicylic acid in scarlet lever and diphtheria .. 

Salicylic acid mixture 

Salicylic acid, solvent for 

Halivation of pregnancy.. 

8 Uve, lii 

Hand blsM 

Sanitas,the new disinfectant 

Scabies 

Scale, new 

Scarlatina, treatment of. 

Scarlatina, veratrum viridein 

Scarlet lever, Berlin treatment of. 

•Scarlet fever, chlorine mixture in 

S<:ariet fever, enlarged glands in ^ 

Hcarlei fever, Incubative period of. 

Sjarlet fever, salicylic acid In 

fiicarlet fever, sulphurous acid in 

Scars, how to avoid having 

Sciatica, cure of. 

Sdatica, remedy for 

i^ience oenevoicnt? is 

Sctentiflc hoax 

Scilline 

Scleroderma 

Scroflila, asclepias In 

Scit)fliloderma 

Scrollilosa, onychia 

Scrofulous subjects, rheumutibin In 

Seborrhcea 

Secretion, to restrain excessive 

Section, ceesarean 

Sedative, codela as a. 

Self-generating disinffCtani 

Semmal emissions; nocturnal 

Sense of taste, the tongue and the 

Septic organism, th« tnermal death point 

Sexual hypochondriasis.. 

Sexuality, fecundity and 

Shock 

Shock, a new treatment of 

Short forceps superseded 

Singultus curea by muriate of piloearpiu 

Singultus, therapeutici of. 

Skin affections, bismuth in 

Skin dlseasea. 

Skin diseases, linseed and oil in 

Skin disease, vaseline in ^.. 

SKln grafting, modus operandi 

Skin irritaiion by administration of drugs. 

Skin, local ti-eatment of diseases of the 

Sleeplessne?is caused by cold feet.., 

Sleeplessness, electricity for 

Smoking opium 

Sodium nromlde in epilep.sy 

Sodium ethylate in ucevus 

Sodium, ethy late of..... 

Solar systems other than our own 

Solvent for Hallcylio acid 

"(ore mouth, nursing 

South Carolina, Medical Society of. 

Southern >ledical College 77, 158, 237, 279, 

Spermatorrhcaa 

Sphygmophone 

Sphymograph 

Spinal curvatures 

Spinal wounds 

Spirits of nitre poisonous 

Spleen, removal of. 

Squill, active principle of. 

Stigmata of malse in diseases of the bladder..... 

Stomach, oodela for cancer o£. 

Stomach, foreign body in the 

Strangulated and incarcerated hernia, effect of 

posture in « 

Strangury trom blisters prevented 
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^trufffile forexlRteDce 112 

Htiychnla an a tonic 180 

BabcutaneouH inJeotl.oiit« of trgot in nearalgla.. 388 

duberioe in excoriated nipples. 257 

^ubultrate of blsmutb ao, 97 

Subnltrate of bismuth in cholera Infantum 234 

Substitute for the norHe 271 

'Sudden stoppage of hypodermic morphia 2U9 

HuggestlonK for treating swollen fingers 80 

Sulphate of cinchonia 7 

Sulphate of copper, relief of pain from me ap- 
plication of. «. 22K 

%fulphate of magnesia iu dysentery 234 

Sulphate, thymate of. 104 

Sulphuric acid in cholera 476 

Sulphuric ether in lumbago 147 

Sulphurous acid in scarlet fever 108 

Sulphurous ncld, trichinae destroyed by 192 

Sun spots, influence of « 112 

Hunstroke. 292 

Sun, where the, Jumps a day Ill 

Suppression of urine, Bufllilo lithia waters in... 255 

Suppression of urine, digitalis in 190 

Supra-pubic lithony 29 

Surgery 18 

Surgery, qui n lain 16 

Suiiseiy, obstetrics and obstetrical 20 

Surgical diseases, use ot carbolic acid iu 28 

Surgical Society, American 237 

Sweats, night 17 

Swollen fingers, suggestions for treating 36 

Syooi(l& 474 

Syphilddenua 475 

Sypliilis. 62 

Syphilis, cases of. 804 

Syphilis, contagium of. 349 

Syphilis on the cure of wounds, infiueuce of... 847 

Syphilitic laryngitis 68 

Syphllitle neuralgia 430 

Syphilis, congenUal iW 

Syphylitic phthisis i.7o 

Syphilitic skin diseases 196 

Syphilitic sores treated by immersion 341 

Syrup of chloral 75 



Tape-worm in cucumber 68 

Tape-worm, treatment of, lOi 

Tauooin«of Najvi 426, 4Z9 

Telenachon 81 

Telephonic phenomenon 471 

Telescope, a wjstly 71 

Test for ai>ienlc 72 

Test for albumen 816 

Test, milk 392 

Tetanus 66 

Tetanus aud cliloroform 110 

Tetanus following ligation of hemorrhoids 146 

Tetanus from spiual wound 241 

Theory of cleft rid ty, a new 232 

Therapeutic effects of bryony 268 

Therapeutic effects of the subcutaneous injec- 
tion of li*on, eondurango, etx; „ 420 

Therapeutics, electro 37:t 

Thei-apeutics of singultus 343 

Therapeutic value of croton ohlorMl 412 

Thermal deutli iM>int of septic organism 32 

Thermometer in abdominal atTcCiions, clinical 

value of the 188 

Thei-mometer, urine. 380 

Thermoscope and hydroscope 2r8 

Thunder, cause of 891 

Thymol isO 

Thymol, glyeerole of 435 

Tlnctura sapouls vlridis 76 

Tincture of iodine, rhurohill'S ..; 473 

Tincture of iodine in cholera Infontum 276 

Tincture of Myrrh in whooping cough 108 

Tincture of veratrum 70 

Tobucoo, its injuiious eflbcts on the eye 64 

Toe nail, inverted 2M 

Tongue and the sense of taste 312 

Tongue, condition of, valuable in the diagno- 
sis of gastric disorders '^29 

Tongue in diseases, appearance of the ^ii^ 

Toogac, tubercular ulcer of the 219 



Tonic, strychnia as a 180 

Tonsils, lemon Juice for hypertrophied 350 

Tonsils, massage ot the 309 

Tooth abscess opening into the antrum 395 

Toothache 235 

Toothache drops. H4 

Toothache, pleasant remedy for 262 

Toothache remedy 195 

Tooth extraction and Its relations to the preg- 
nant state 9 

Tourniquet, Efmureh's, in neuralgia 386 

TracheoUims' with the thermo-cautery 216 

Transfusion 17 

Transplantation ot a dog's cornea to the hu- 
man eye 347 

Trftvel. rules for sending coasumptlves u> W 

Treatment of cardiac dyspnoea 424 

Treatment of chronic trigeminal neuralgia 47 

Treatment of deep sinuses by Villate*s mix- 
ture S3 

Treatment of puerperal convulsions « 30 

Treatment of the drowned 447 

Trichini© destroyed by sulphurous acid IftJ 

Trichinse in the flesh of geese 156 

Tubercular ulcer of the tongue 219 

Tumor, extraction of encapsuled placental 284 

Tumor injected with morphia before extirpa- 
tion IW 

Turpentine vapor baths. 67 

Twins, yt-Benolt 31 

Typhoid fever after forty can one have? *2> 

lypboid fever, baptlsia tlnctoria in.. 3o(j 

Typhus, contagiousness of abdominal 3riO 

lipoid fever during in fiiucy 80« 

Typhoid fever, nourishment in « W4 

U 

Ulceration of the phnenum 

Ulcer Nushbaum... 

Ulcer of the tongue 

Ulcers and abrasions 

Ulcers, Martin's bandage in chronic 

Ulcers of the cornea, phlyctenular 

Ulcers, treatment of. 

Unhealthy local aud syphiiiticai sores, titsated 
by immersion 

Uranine 

Urethra, carbuncle of liie 

Uric acid diath^is 

Uilc acid diathesis, Buflaio lithia waters In 

Urine, chloral in retention of. - 

Urine, digitalis in suppression of ~ 

Urine, (rnsolle's pills tor incontinence of. 

Urine, hypodermic Injections of tincture of er- 
got for retention ot 

Urine Icteric 

Urine in chiiai-eu, iucoutlueuee of. 

Urine thermometer 

lJrtic»<rla caum d by sulphate of clnch«»nla 

Uses of Jaborandl 

Uterine application.«* 

Ut^jrinehcmorrhMge, wanii loiii«ntations in.... 

Uterine injections, cause of death in 

Uttiais, antettexioa of the 

Uterus, sclerotic acid in flbioul tumors of the.. 
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Vaginol applications 425 

Vaginismus \\-\ 

Vaginitis ..•• IW 

Vaseline and unguentuin vaselinl plumblcum 

in skin disease 221 

Vacciaa developed after fourteen years incu- 
bation of the virus 25:< 

Vaccination as a preventive of other <liseases 

than variola 26H 

Vagina in labor, warm water into the wl 

Valuable if true ^'^ 

Value of Uie hypophosphlles *i7 

Veratrum, tincture of. 70 

Veratruro vlride in scarlatina , 213 

Vlck'b floral guide 39 

Viburnum prunlfolium tor controlling the 

Viburnum prunifolium- 125, 273 

Vlllate*8 mixture, treatment of sinuses hy — 33 
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Vlbamum pmnlfollnra in threatened abortion 

and in menorrhagia 47 

Vinegar ftimeH in bronchitis 66 

Vicksbarg, physicians of. 78 

Vomica, nnx 18 

Vomiting, spirit of walnat lor 114 

Vomiting of pregnancy 163 

Vomiting, interesting ciise of. 170 

Vomiting, iodide of potassium in 260 

Voltaic pencil 271 

Vomiting of pregnancy, oxalateof cerium in.. loT* 

Vulcanized indin rubber in blepharitlK 108 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 

''IS CONSUMPTION CONTAGIOUS^ \/ 

IJV T. r.. (JRKKNLEV, M. I)., OF KKXTUCKV. 



This is a ([iiestion being now frequently asked by many physicians, 
and should be considered by all as one of very great importance. 

Dr. Holden, of Newark, N. J., contributed a very able article on 
this subject to the July number of the American Journal of Medical 
Sciences. He, conceiving it to be of very grave importance, took 
the pains to interrogate some five hundred physicians in the various 
States, about half of whom responded. Of these, one hundred and 
twenty-seven answered positively in the affirmative, and seventy-three 
in the negati\e, while twenty-one had not made any observations in 
that regard, and twenty-seven were not sure from what they had ob- 
served. Of the one hundred and twenty-seven who are convinced from 
their observations that consumption is contagious, many give detailed 
statements of cases having occurred in their immediate practice. Most 
of these are cases which seem to afford conclusive evidence wherein 
consumptive men married healthy women (whose family record afford- 
ed no scrofulous or tubercular taint), and vice versa. 

Some very striking instances are related : thus. Dr. Hoff, of Pomroy, 
Ohio, says: *'Re(^ently I knew a wife to take and die of consumption ; 
in one year it was fully developed in her husband. He married, how- 
ever, and died within a year thereafter. His second wife followed 
him with the same disease, and also their babe." 
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Dr. L. McDonald, of Flemingsburg, Ky., says *Mic knew a man 
who had all the external appearance of a tuberculous diathesis, who 
married a healthy girl of eighteen. In three years ( after the birth of 
her second child), she died of tuberculosis. He married in a year and 
a half again, and to an exceedingly robust woman of a family without 
taint. In less than two years, she died of unmistakable pulmonary 
consumption. I'he third time he married a healthy woman. He 
himself died in twelve months after his third marriage, with consum]>- 
tion, and his widow followed him in six months with the same disease." 

Several other reports equally striking might be copied, but these two 
will be sufricient to indicate the character of others. 

I can re])ort only two cases wherein I was convinced that contagion 
or infection played a conspicuous part. 

M. G., whose family record was without taint, married a woman of 
tuberculous diathesis, who died of consumption, and in a few years 
her husband had the disease developed, and finally died. He was a 
very devot.'d husband, and nursed his wife faithfully. 

Mr. S. , who was of a tuberculous family, married a woman of good 
family record. He was sick some two or three years with consumption 
before he died, his wife being his princii)al nurse. She soon succumb- 
ed to the same disease. 

I could give several other cases of similar character, in the practice 
of some of my neighbors, and doubt not but one or more cases might 
be reported by a majority of physicians who have been practicing so 
long as ten years. 

A great many j)hysicians do not believe in the doctrine that tuber- 
culosis of the lungs is contagious; and I presume there are but few, if 
any, who believe that it is as much so as some of the well-known con- 
tagious diseases. Small-pox is put down as the most contagious of all 
diseases, and yet a few persons escape taking it, although frequently 
exj:)osed to it. We must admit that many cases of consumption die 
without the disease being communicated to others, but when so many 
cases come under the observation of medical men, wherein to all ap- 
])earances we cannot account for the disease except through contagious 
influences, we as honest men surrender our preconceived notions. 

1 formerly was of the opinion that the only way consumption was 
contagious was from the husband to the wife through impregnation — 
her blood becoming contaminated through the placenta. Of course 
everybody believes in the transmissibility of the disease from parent to 
child. Vet this is not a universal law, as we not unfrequently see off- 
spring of one consumptive parent entirely escape the disease. There 
is no disease that is universally contagious — small-pox coming the 
nearest; and because we frequently see cases of consumption nursed and 
treated for years without it being communicated to the attendants, we 
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<:annot say positively that it is not contagious. There are many 
persons who never take measles, whooping-cough, mumps, etc., al- 
though frequently exposed, yet we must not say these diseases are not 
contagious. 

If we admit that consumption is contagious, the question then arises, 
How is it so? Is it communicated by contact of person, or through the 
respiratory organs, by breathing the contaminated air that has been 
breathed and rebreathed by the patient? Dr. Holden believes that the 
disease-poison is absorbed by the skin, by sleeping with the patient. 
He thinks the deleterious principle is contained in the exhalations from 
the surface of the sick, in those colliquative sweats to which consump- 
tives are subject, and ignores the factor of foul air. His argument is 
plausible and ingenious. He cites the history of the great Brompton 
Hospital for consumptives, for the last twenty years, Avhich shows only 
two cases of the disease developed in that institution, and remarks that 
we may dismiss the idea of danger when perfect ventilation is observed. 
He also believes that the disease may be communicated by wearing the 
clothing of the sick. Of course we have no evidence furnished us by 
the Brompton Hospital record, except of a negative character. The 
nurses did not sleep in the same beds with the patients, and as it is 
presumed the wards were well ventilated, we could not expect the dis- 
ease to be communicated either by respiring foul air, or by contact in 
sleeping. It occurs to me that of the two theories of the manner of 
communication, that of breathing rebreathed air is the most reason- 
able. It is almost the constant custom with consumptives, after becom- 
ing confined to the house, to keep their rooms close — they are afraid of 
fresh air, and neglect ventilation, one of the most important elements of 
treatment. Of course the nurse is subject to the deleterious influences 
of a close and contaminated atmosphere ; and if the case should be very 
7)rotracted (which is very common), the general health of the attendant 
becomes more or less vitiated and impaired, and thereby more readily 
succumbs to the contagious influence; and I cannot but bolieve this is 
effected through the lungs. In fact, I believe all conta^^ious ?c?» well as 
malarial diseases (except those by contact of diseased parts), are com- 
municated by respiring contaminated air. 

The question may be asked. What is the character of this contagious 
element that may produce consumption? It is* doubtless morbific 
matter exhaled, no doubt, both from the lungs and skin of the patient, 
but as to its chemical or physiological characteristics it would be hard 
to determine. It is perhaps of a microphitic nature, like the elements 
of other contagious diseases, and which cannot be made tangible to the 
senses. This particular matter, no doubt, is the product of metamor- 
phosed tissue taking phce in the lungs, and from its rtsults must be tu- 
bercular matter in infinitesimal portions. 
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It is argued by anti-contagionists that we can account for the disease- 
affecting nurses, etc., who attend on consumptives, by loss of rest, 
distress of mind, close confinement, etc. , but if these were the only 
elements in action, why should not some other disease be the result? 

There must be some specific influence exerted where so many cases 
occur ; they cannot be the result of mere accident. The law let down 
by the Great Architect in the earliest dawn of creation, that like should 
beget like, hardly ever varies, and where it does, it is only an excep- 
tion to the law. 

My object in writing this article was not so much to discuss the par- 
ticular manner in which consumption may be communicated from the 
sick to the well, as to draw the attention of the profession to the fact of 
its contagious character ; and, if possible, to elicit some suggestions in 
the way of prophylaxis. 

Hygiene and state medicine have done a great deal in the prevention 
of some diseases, and I think much might be done to curtail the mortal- 
ity resulting from tuberculosis. 

We have, within the past century, by the use of preventive means, 
lengthened human life five years in a generation, and this has been 
effected by the adoption of measures purely hygienic, and mainly inde- 
pendent of legislative enactments. This has consisted in ventilation, 
drainage, sewerage, etc. , and in the arrest of the spread of epidemics. 
If such gratifying results have been obtained so easily, how much might 
be accomplished by legislative action ? 

Now we have seen that in a period of over twenty years in the great 
consumption hospital of Brompton, only two cases of tuberculosis were 
developed in the institution. We must attribute this extraordinary ex- 
emption to the admirable system of ventilation observed. It is to be 
hoped that when such beneficial results ensue from such simple means, 
that attention will be given this very important matter. As before 
remarked, it is a very common, yea, almost a universal practice with 
persons affected with consumption, to keep their rooms closed, fearing 
the least breath of air, as they say, will give them cold. Now it .seems 
to me that a little tuition put into practice on the part of the attending 
physician, would soon convince the patient that not only no danger 
would ensue from proper ventilation, but on the other hand it would 
be attended with great utility, not only to himself, but to his attendants. 
We find a great many consumptives in very badly constructed houses, 
and ordinarily not well adapted to ventilation, but the genius of the 
medical attendant should not be heavily taxed to devise means to 
furnish fresh air to the invalid's room. We should observe this sanitary 
measure, not so much with the expectation of restoring the health of 
the patient, but to prevent deleterious consequences to the attendants. 
I make these remarks on the premises that but few consumptives re- 
ocver after once taking to their rooms. 



Southern Medical Record. 5 

But might not a great deal be done in the way of sanitation, by 
proper ventilation, combined with other hygienic measures, in the 
prevention of the developement of the disease in those hereditarily pre- 
disposed ? This is a question of momentous import, when we consider 
the vast mortality resulting from consumption in this country. In the 
report of the State Board of Health of Massachusetts for the year 1877, 
we notice that this disease stands first as the cause of death in each 
decade from the age of fifteen to seventy, and caused more than one 
sixth of the entire mortality of the State — about seventeen per cent. It 
may be that owing to the great number of persons engaged in the manu- 
facturing establishments of that State, this disease is more prevalent than 
in some others of the Northern States. In Michigan, the mortality of 
consumption ranges from eleven to fourteen per cent, of the entire 
deaths. 

Now cannot something be done in the way of preventive means to 
arrest or at least modify the progress of this terrible destroyer of human 
life? We think the profession have it to some extent in their power to 
do something in this way, independent of legislative means. It would 
be considered very arbitrary to speak of legislative enactments to 
prevent the inter-marriage of tubercular subjects, and thereby strike at 
the root of this great enemy to the human race; but doubtless this is the 
only means by which it could be to any great extent eradicated from 
our midst. 



REPORT OF A CASE OF LOCOMOTOR ATTAXIE 
PROGRESSIVE; WITH SOME UNUSUAL 

COMPLICA TIONS, 



BY S. H. ANDERSON, M. D., OF MO. 



Called to see Andrew Thompson, May, 1878. Andy is a d^varf^ 
weighing, perhaps, 90 pounds and aged 32 years. Andy is wrinkled, 
somewhat grey, and having the appearance of an old man of 60 or 70. 

Having known Andy for a period of six years, his history, prior to 
present illness, is about as follows : When about seven years old Andy 
was attacked with high fever, delirium; great thirst, enormous diuresis; 
total loss of appetite ; and, after an illness of several months, his pres- 
ent symptoms, which are those characterizing a well-marked case of the 
disease known to writers on medicine as ** Locomotor Ataxie Pro- 
gressive." 

I am informed by Andy's mother that a daughter, when 7 years old, 

died in convulsions ; and that another daughter when 13 years old com- 
mitted suicide by hanging. A grown son, brother to Andy, has some 
malformation of the palate ; and a married daughter is quite deaf. 
Father and mother appear to be healthy people. However, Mr. 
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Thompson informs me that three of his brothers have all died of some 
form of cancerous disease. A peculiarity of the family is, that when 
any member is laboring under fever of any kind, or from whatever cause, 
they are constantly and invariably delirious. The mother of Andy tells 
me that she is not aware of any cause giving rise to his disease as above 
described, unless it was this : Andy's father, without being what is 
called a drunkard, sometimes takes a spree^ and, having been drinking, 
he had brought home a jug of whisky to which Andy had stolen during 
the night, and from which he had drunk so freely that he had become 
beastly drunk. Found, in fact, by his mother wholly insensible \ and 
from which condition he could not be aroused for some twelve hours. 
At the time I was called to see Andy, rubeola was epidemic in the 
neighborhood ; and, as expected, I found him laboring under a severe 
attack of the disease. Andy had been sick seven days when seen by 
the writer. Constant muttering delirium. No sign of the eruption. 
Pulse rapid and weak. Incontinence of urine and fieces. Counte- 
nance of a deathly pallor and oedematous. Pupils dilated; extensive 
bronchitis; breathing rapid and difficult. On examination of chest, 
found the heart beating on right side of chest, low down. Called 
mother's attention to this malformation, when she stated that she had 
never known of its existence until his present illness. She had discov- 
ered the unnatural position of Andy's heart before I had called her at- 
tention to the matter. 

Truly, I regarded the disease as beyond medical aid, and so stated 
to the parents. The merest tyro in medicine will recognize the gravity 
of the case, considered as an uncomplicated case of rubeola, without 
the superadded grave disease previously existing. Yet in order to 
gratify the parents, I consented to prescribe for Andy, as follows: R 
Quinine sulph., grs. v; doveri, grs. iii ; in decoction, rad. senega every 
three hours, to be alternated with v grs. iodide potass.; i. e. a dose of the 
first prescription, followed in one hour and ahalfby thepotassie iodide. 
Blister 4x10 to be applied to nape of neck, extending well down be- 
tween the shoulders. Directed Andy to have as much fresh sweet 
milk as he would take. Parents stated that alcoholic drinks crazed 
Andy, and therefore objected to their use. Saw Andy next morning at 
10 a. m. Found my patient quiet and sullen, obstinately refusing to 
speak or answer any question whatever. However, I am inclined to 
think that Andy could not speak, as I believe that the nerves controll- 
ing the organs of speech were in a state of paralysis. Pupils dilated 
to some extent. Incontinence of urine and faeces have ceased. Res- 
piration very slow and labored ; not more, perhaps, than eight or ten 
per minute; — mayhap not so frequent. Was compelled to order 
attendant to sit constantly at his bedside, and to give him a shaking 
every now and then ; otherwise, I believe he w^ould have ceased to 
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breathe. I recognized the fact that the functions of the medulla oblongata 
were seriously involved. Whether the result of changes years before, 
in the spinal cord, or whether the obtunding eflects of the opium gave 
rise to this alarming symptom I could not decide. Perhaps both these 
causes were active factors. Ordered quinine and iooide potass, with 
senega decoction to be continued as before. Omitting the dover's- 
powder. After omission of opiate from my prescription, Andy again 
became wildly delirious, with retention or suppression of urine. 
Parents being very ignorant people, objected to use of caihdvr^ and 
prescribed, of their own accord, infusion of maidcti-hair — bottles filled 
with warm water between the thighs, which had the desired effect. 

Suffice it to say that Andy, after a protracted illness, recovered, con- 
trary to all rational hopes, his usual health ;- and what is still more re- 
markable, since his recovery I have rej)eatedly made physical examina- 
tions of his chest, and find his heart beating in the left side, as is 
natural. Now, what caused this abnormal condition of Andy's heart 
during his illness ? Some will say, perhaps effusion in the left side of 
the chest. I can only say that, if so, I could not discover any such 
effusion. Hoping to hear some remarks on this, to me, very remarka- 
able case, from some of my medical brethren, better informed than 
myself, I submit the imperfect report of the case. 



SULPHATE OF CI XC HO XI A. 



k/ 



IIV T. S. LAI.LERSTEDT, M. D. , OV GA. 



I have b'jcn using cinchonia for nearly three years, and during the 
time I have not given one drachm of sulphate of quinine, but nearly 
two ounces of the suli)hate of cinchonidia mostly for very young 
children. The reason I use the latter with children is that the cincho- 
nia has a peculiar drying effect upon the tongue and other parts of the 
mouth and throat, and requires a little water frecjuently to moisten the 
parts. 

In intermittent fever in all of its forms, in from four to six grain doses 
it breaks up the fever just as quick as the quinine,and I believe it is more 
permanent ; in fact, I use it in all conditions wherein I formely used 
quinine There is one disadvantage attending the use of cinchonia ; it 
is almost imposible to make it into pills and it will not form a solution, 
but I use it in combination with whatever would be compatible with the 
quinine. Cinchonia has a j)eculiar effect u})on vision; after a person 
has taken from twenty-four to thirty grains he can see no one object 
long at a tinie; all things become as one ; he cannot see to read ; the 
pages of a book or paper become solid and dark. 

I have no case book, biit will give you a few cases from memory. 
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The first was an old lady, residing in Columbia county, Ga. She wrote 
me in March last she was down in bed widi remittent fever, and no 
physician near. I sent her some cinchonia, and on receipt of it she 
took five-grain doses every three hours, until she had taken four doses, 
and in same way the next day. On the third day she was able to dis- 
pense with the medicine. She had been confined to her bed for eight 
days. Second, her neighbor had a son twenty years of age, suffering 
with chills and fever every day, and she sent them six powders with full 
directions how to use, and the chills were promptly cured, and there 
was no return. 

On Sunday, Sept. ist, 1878, I was called to see Mr. P., whom I found 
with very high fever, remittent type; pulse one hundred and forty, strong. 
He was taken on Friday, August, 30. I remained with him until the 
fever began to cool off, and I commenced giving sulphate of cincho- 
nia grs. four, with dover's powders two grs. in combination, every two 
hours, with orders to continue unless the fever got very high. On 
Monday night, the 2d of September, being in his vicinity, I called to see 
him; he had a little fever since I left, but at that time was in a profuse 
perspiration. I left sufficient cinchonia for forty-eight hours. On 
morning 4th September, I called before day to see him ; he was able to 
be up, and I dismissed him as cured. 

1 will relate a case of Mrs. Eliza G. 1 was called to see her on Sun- 
day, 2 2d of September, '78, and found her suffering with a most agoniz- 
ng pain in her right eye, very little fever. I decided she had what I 
term miasmatic neuralgia. I put her at once on sulphate of cinchonidia, 
grs. two and morphine sulphas grs. one-fourth, every half hour until she 
obtained relief. I then prepared twelve powders of cinchonidia grs. 
four, and opium pulv. grs. one-third each, to be given every three hours. 
1 was called from home, and did not see her until Wednesday, 25th 
September, and found her very little better, I then substituted 
sulph. of cinchonia for cinchonidia and gave grs. v, every three hours, 
with same amount of opium. On Friday, 27th, found, her as she ex- 
l)ressed it, feeling well. 

In March, 1877, a lady got some boiling water poured into her shoe 
which made a very ugly place on the foot, and in the course of time it 
became very much inflamed, and very painful. She made an ointment 
of equal parts of cinchonia and dover's powders %vith glycerine, and 
applied it to the inflamed place, and in the course of two hours all the 
fever was gone. It was applied where the skin w^as not broken ; it will 
not do where the skin is broken, for it gives too much pain. It was the 
only thing she could find that gave her any relief. 

My success with the * 'Sulphate of Cinchonia," is just as good as 
when I used the sulphate of quinine. Cinchonia not being so soluble 
as quinine, will accomodate the stomach and bowels, and the impres- 
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sion will be felt much longer than the quinine upon the system, and you 
will therefore have to begin giving it sooner to ward off the attack. All 
of the unpleasant effects spoken of subside as soon as the system begins 
to relieve itself of the cinchonia, which is not very long. 

The peculiar effects spoken of in the use of cinchonia are gathered 
both from experience upon myself, and from what others tell me. 



FOREIGN BODY IN THE EAR. 



BY W. D. HUNT, M. D., OF KY. 



A negro boy came to me recently, complaining of very severe pain 
in his left ear and head, stating that he accidentally got something in his 
ear while thrashing garden peas about two years since, but thought he 
got it out, whatever it was. I had him lay down in a good light on his 
right side ; having introduced the ear speculum, I discovered a foreign 
white-looking substance pressing against the membrana tympani, and 
nearly filling the cavity of the tympanum. I made an effort to extract 
it with dissecting forceps, but for the amount of tenderness and severe 
pain, I was compelled to desist. Said he, *' I can't stand to have it 
taken out." Well, said I, die with it in there. I then proposed to 
give him cholroform and extract it without pain, but he objected, 
stating that it ** killed folks — wont take it;" but he finally concluded to 
take it. I laid him down as above mentioned; having anaesthetized him, 
I introduced the speculum, and extracted a large May pea, very much 
enlarged, and partially decayed, giving almost instant relief. 

The report of this case is on account of the great length of time 
the pea had remained in the ear without having germinated, or given 
rise to pain earlier than it did. 



TOOTH-EXTRACTION AND ITS POSSIBLE RELATIONS 

TO THE PREGNANT STATE. 



BY (JARRETT NEWKIRK, M. D. WEXONA, ILL. 



Among the *' Hints and Queries" in the Dental Cosmos questions 
sometimes appear in such form as seemingly to show an utter incapaci- 
ty of the querist to comprehend the extent and scope of a proper 
answer. Solutions to many-sided and far-reaching problems are sought 
for in a simple yes or no. 

In medicine, there has been a reaching out after specifics, something 
which should enable the physician to deal with intricate and ever-vary- 
ing problems of life and death, not by inductive reasoning, but by the 
mathematical routine prescription of drugs. So, in dentistry, some are 
seeking exact specific rules of action for cases involving a great variety 
of considerations, by which rules they seek are made impossible. 
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Where circumstances alter cases so generally that no two can be precise- 
ly similar, where each requires a special study of itself in order to a 
correct understanding, too much cauntion can hardly be exercised in 
creating arbitrary rules. 

In the February (1878) number of the Dental Cosmos "'']. B. W." 
asked with reference to the facts as to the extraction of teeth for preg- 
nant women. The only answer given was by some one who said that in 
a practice of over thirty years he had never hesitated to extract teeth for 
women in all stages of pregnancy, and, so far as he knew without any 
unfavorable results ; the inference from his answer being, that in con- 
sidering the question of the extraction of any woman's teeth, it makes 
no difference whether she be pregnant or not. 

From this conclusion I most respectfully dissent. Were a dentist 
considering that question with reference to a friend of mine, I should 
prefer that he would not take that vievv of it and act accordingly. I 
believe there is a difference — an important one — that ought to be taken 
into account, and which should exercise a conservative influence on our 
decision in these cases ; how far will appear as we proceed. 

In considering any operation or treatment proposed for the pregnant 
woman, there should be constantly borne in mind the intimate relation- 
ship which exists between the mother and the child, and the possible in- 
fluence that niay be exercised upon that relationship by the course pro- 
posed. We must remember that whatever affects the mother, whether 
of a physical or mental character, may also affect the child, either favor- 
ably or otherwise. 

The question for us to consider in this connection is. What may be 
rea.sonably expected as a probable or possible result of tooth-extraction 
during pregnancy ? Is this condition to be practically ignored ? May 
it be in any instance the possible cause of a miscarriage or other injury ? 

The causes of miscarriage may be any kind of violence, direct or 
indirect, accidental or intentional ; idiosyncrasy ; disease of a general 
or local character, and reflex influences of an injurious nature, whether 
mental, moral, or purely nervous, — whether acting directly through 
uterine contractions, or indirecdy through the circulation upon the 
foetus. 

It is with the last class that we are here principally concerned. It 
may be remarked in the first i)lace that many abortions cannot be 
positively accounted for. An abortive habit (predisposition) exists in 
some cases, retjuiring only a slight cause to make it active. A woman 
may be the subject of an apparently slight disturbing cause, avoidable 
or otherwise, a misstep, a blow, an extra muscular effort, a fright, a 
shock, a mere surprise, an unusual emotion, a sudden pain, and soon 
thereafter a miscarriage follows. In a large majority of these casese 
what the immediate exciting causes are can only be conjectured. All 
that we can say is that the mis-step, fall, surprise, shock, etc., ought to 
have been avoided. It must also be borne in mind that effects mav be, 
and often are, produced that a7'c impofiant in their eharadcr and yet come 
short of producing abotiion. There are children born that have been 
almost aiofiedj and many more that have been subjected to causes having 
an unfavorable influence upon their harmonious and healthy develop- 
ment. 

There are certain nervous temperaments, certain idiosyncrasies and 
special habits, with reference to which, in the pregnant woman, it ciin- 
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not be said with certainty that any considerable disturbing influence 
superadded will not produce bad results. An abortion may follow, or 
short of that, injury of some sort to the child. It is well, therefore, not 
to trifle under such circumstances, or we may some day be guilty of 
having produced mischievous results ; certainly we take a risk, even 
though it be but one in a hundred, — one which we ought not to take 
except the circumstances absolutely demand it. 

Now, what does tooth-extraction necessarily and possibly involve ? 
Physically, it involves a solution of continuity of from one to three 
square inches of surface of living tissue ; the sudden rupture of a large 
number of small blood-vessels, and from one to four nerves. Con- 
tingently, it may involve a fracture more or less extensive of bony 
process, unusual suffering, or loss of blood. It produces invariably 
upon the conscious subject a sudden nervous impression, — shock, — 
varying from trifling to serious. Pain, for a moment almost unendura- 
ble ; semi-involuntary, possibly violent movements and outcries, fol- 
lowed by faintness and nervous tremor, are the coincidents and 
sequelae in some degree in a majority of cases. Additionally, there 
may be fear, fright, and occasionally, though rarely, uncontrollable 
anger. 

The degree of shock likely to ensue may be in a measure anticipated 
by attention to the following considerations, viz. : the temperament ; 
present state of health, especially as it pertains to the nervous system ; 
the character, history, and present condition of the tooth in question ; 
the state of the neighboring tissues, and the probable ease or difficulty 
of extraction. The mental condition of patient should also be con- 
sidered. 

The order which temperaments bear to shock is about as follows : i, 
the nervous; 2, nervo-sanguineous ; 3, nervo-bilious ; 4, nervo-lym- 
phatic ; 5, bilious ; 6, lymphatic. 

The conditio^ of the nervous system at the time of an operation has 
a marked influence on results ; that which may be well borne at one 
time, may at another be attended by a severe shock, and followed by 
serious prostration. This fact is never more apparent than in the ex- 
traction of teeth. A want of sleep, severe pain (especially if paroxys- 
mal), unusual emotion or excitement, sevcie illness or overwork, may 
produce a state of exalted nervous sensibility, or rather irritability, 
highly unfavorable for an operation. 

As to the tooth itself. Has it an inflamed pulp? Is it dead? Is 
there alveolar trouble of any kind ? Is it particularly sensitive to in- 
strumental touch ? Has it one, two, three, or four roots and nerves ? 
Is the trouble of reflex, malarial, or neuralgic origin? Would much 
force be required in its extraction ? Is it probably amenable to thera- 
peutic treatment? These are some of the questions which may be 
asked with reference to such cases where extraction is proposed, and 
which ought to be correctly determined by the dentist before he as- 
sumes the responsibility of performing the operation. It is not to be 
looked upon as a trifling operation simply because it is so common. 
These questions, always proper, become of greater importance when- 
ever the case in hand is that of a pregnant female. 

I believe the following rules to be in the line of ordinary prudence. 
Where a choice has to be made between allowing the tooth to remain, 
involving odontalgia, severe neuralgia, antral or alveolar abscess, — 
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<:onditions compromising the general health and comfort of the patient, 
and the removal of the offender, the latter course is the proper one ; 
but this is a contingency not often arising, and may usually be avoided. 

If the operation seems to be inevitable, however, and the tempera- 
ment, mental and other conditions are unfavorable, with undue ner- 
vous irritability, it would be better to modify these conditions, either 
by forced rest and sleep under an opiate previous to, or by partial 
anaeesthesia at the time of extracting. 

During the pregnant state no tooth should be extracted to please the 
patient or her friends, or to prepare the mouth for artificial work. It 
should be only as a choice of two well recognized evils, and then 
especial care should be exercised to avoid nervous impressions as far as 
possible. 

As the greater danger of miscarriage exists during the earlier months 
of pregnancy, more particularly the third and fourth, temporary treat- 
ment, protection or filling, should, if possible, be resorted to if only 
for a few weeks. 

Again, we all know that with certain timid people the sight of an 
operating-chair, of instruments, the touch of cold steel, or the sight of 
blood may, any of them, be sufficient to cause an almost insupportable 
condition of nervousness and dread. This is particularly true of 
females, and especially when enciente. Hence the increased necessity 
for trying to avoid or to modify these disturbing causes. Under some 
circumstances it would be better for the dentist to visit the patient at 
her house, and extract the tooth with an instrument previously warmed 
and kept from her sight. Much nervous distress may in this way be 
avoi ded. 

I have been thus careful to call attention to these well-known facts, 
because explicitness seemed to be demanded by the character of the 
question. 

I do not think that any practitioner of dentistry should entertain the 
theory that the pregnant state is one that may safely be ignored, for I 
believe such a theory is full of possible dangers. Nor should it be 
forgotten that the question of miscarriage is not the only one involved 
in this matter. Prenatal infltietues are recognized by intelligent obser- 
vers, both in and out of medical circles, as among the most important 
in determining the organic qualities of human beings, and more than 
usual care is exercised by sensible people to avoid disturbing influences 
upon the woman with child. 

Should the dentist, who ought to be a physiologist, be less regardful 
of safe rules than those who have been taught only by observation and 
the exercise of ordinary common sense ? 

It is hoped that these reflections may not be without value, especial- 
ly to the younger members of the profession, whose attention may 
not have been called particularly to the subject. — Cosmos. 



POTTS DISEASE, 



BY LEWIS A. SAVRE, M.D., OF NEW YORK. 



(jenllemen, I shall not attempt to give you anything like a full lecture 
on this subject, but propose to make a few practical remarks and appli- 
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cation of the treatment in the cases before us, so that you can under- 
stand the main points as well as the details of the treatment, and thus be 
enabled to do your patients as much good as I or any one else can do. 
I shall speak first of Pott*s disease ; now Pott's disease and lateral 
curvature are both deformities, but one is a deformity only, while the 
other ( Pott*s disease ) is a disease. 

We find this to be the result of inflammation and absorption of the 
todies of the vertebrae. The misfortune is that no deformity is observed 
until this condition has ensued. Could we find this out in time, as we 
should do by correctly interpreting the symptoms presented, the disease 
could be arrested, and the patient cured without deformity. I believe 
the direct or exciting cause of Pott's disease to be traumatic, and in 
saying so, I do not desire to be understood as not allowing scrofula and 
other hereditary forms of transmitted evils to predispose to it when there 
is an exciting cause, but I do not believe it occurs except from traumatic 
origin. And many have done me the injustice to say that I do not 
credit such evils as impoverished blood caused from scrofula, phthisis, 
syphilis, etc., as conducive to the disease, because I deny that they 
produce it independent of some exciting cause. Some injury is neces- 
sary to develop the disease, even in the depraved constitution. 

It may be a fall across the hearth-rug, a gentle tip, or some slight 
trouble which would suffice to develop the disease in the feeble con- 
stitution, and from constant irritation cause trouble at the distal end of 
the nerve, and hence Pott's disease from remote injury. 

The majority of cases occur in robust, healthy children, because 
they do not guard themselves against injuries like the weakly, ill-nourished 
child. The healthy child goes romping and tumbling about, and gets 
an injury which finally results in Pott's disease, while the child predis- 
posed to it is careful, and goes along and misses it oftentimes, because 
its bad health keeps it from exposure to violent exercise and accidents 
consequent upon such a life. 

You will observe the young one afflicted with this disease endeavors 
to put on a natural splint by keeping the muscles of the body rigid and 
the back straight, and thus getting the relief which is only to be obtained 
in this way; if he stops, it is with the whole body; if he jumps, it is to 
alight upon the toes, and keep the vertebrae from a jar. 

The treatment is rest! rest! ! rest! ! ! to the part affected. Formerly 
this was obtained by keeping the patient upon the back for a long, long 
time; they may occasionally get well by this plan, but oftener they die 
from a worse condition of the general health, which often follows this 
rigid confinement. Rest, to be successful, even in the horizontal posi- 
tion, must be combined with extension. 

The pressure from reflex muscular contraction will cause absorption, 
if allowed, and will leave the patient deformed. Now extension, and 
the plaster jacket, gives the diseased part rest, by removing the pres- 
sure; it gives extension and support, and allows the patient to walk 
around with comfort, thus receiving the advantage of healthful exercise 
while undergoing the necessary treatment. 

To apply the plaster jacket, you must have first a good-fitting shirt, 
such as I show you here ; it should be fastened with tapes under the 
perineum, so as to keep it from wrinkling; a pad of cotton, *' the dinner 
pad," should be put over the abdomen, under the shirt. Now, under 
the apparatus, suspend the patient with great care :, nrver hurt a patient. 
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The point of extension is '* when they feel right." This lifts the dis- 
eased vertebrae off of one another, and straighthens the spine. 

The patient is now ready for the plaster bandage. 'I'he roller is made 
of crinoline, or crossbarred muslin ; rub the plaster of Paris into it, and 
roll up ligthly. Now drop the rollers into the water, deeply enough to 
cover them over endwise; this drives out all gas. Now bind the roller, 
commencing just above the hips, so that the pelvis supports the body ; 
apply smoothly and evenly some two or three times, and smoothe the 
wrinkles out as you proceed with the hand. 

You must make the shirt fit like the skin, have equal and uniform 
pressure, and I defy you to have a slough. Now we take this child 
down, remove the pad from over the abdomen, this will leave room for 
a full meal. I take my hand and press the jacket down in the groins, 
thus making it fit the child everywhere; lay him flat down on his back 
imtil the plaster sets ; I then turn him loose, and he can go on all right. 

There is one great advantage in using plaster of Paris; it is porous, 
and you can breathe through it, so that the child can perspire, the air 
can reach his skin ; if we were to varnish this child we would kill him. 

To find whether a case is fixed or anchylosed, and cannot be straight- 
ened by extension, I take this malleable piece of soft metal strip, mould 
it along the spinal curve, take this curve on paper, put the patient under 
the extending apparatus ; draw him up ; let him swing long enough to 
overcome the muscles; take the curve again, and if it is the same, the 
case is irremediabVe and permanent, and should be let alone; if there is a 
new curve, you have a case for treatment. 

Note. — ^The results of the cases which were treated by Dr. Sayre 
before the Medical Society were highly gratifying, and very striking ; for 
example, a poor, weakly child, unable to get along at all, in a few min- 
utes after Dr. Sayre had given him a tieiv back, was running around, 
greatly to his own delight and his parent's joy. 

We have only given Dr. Sayre's remarks on Pott's disease. We have 
made no mention of the headrest, or ** jury mast,'' for we refer our 
readers to Dr. Sayre's book for a description of all apparatus used, as 
well as his treatment, and all other information connected with this 
trouble. No physician can afford to be without the work, and whoever 
once sees the glorious results of the treatment introduced by this great 
surgeon, will ever regard him as one of the great benefactors of the 
human race. — Southern Clinic. 



EXAGGERATED CASE OF PURPURA H.EMORRHAGICA 
OF TIVEL VE MONTHS STANDING CURED 

BY MERCURY, 



BY JOHN HERBERT CLAIBORNE, xM. I)., 
President of the Medical "Society of Virginia j Etc. 



Mrs. Blank, set. 34 years, mother of three children, youngest six 
years of age. She says that she has been suffering from i)urpura 
haemorrhagica for twelve months ; that it came on her suddenly after 
some slight indisposition — at first appearing on the lower limbs. Now 
her legs, arms, and the greater portion of her body are covered with 
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spots of extravasated blood from the size of a lentil to that of a ten 
cent piece. There are no spots on the neck or face. She has emaci- 
ated but little, she says; weighs now some 150 pounds; has good com- 
])lexion, rather florid than otherwise, but her muscular weakness is 
excessive, and she Avalks across the floor with the greatest difficulty. 
She is unable to go out at all, or to attend to any of her domestic 
duties. Has poor appetite, feeble digestion, and is very much annoyed 
with flatulence. Her bowels are irregular — disposed to constipation. 
The tongue is clean, and the mucous membrane of the digestive tract 
shows no evidence of being in any way affected by the disease. The 
kidneys are also healthy, and the uterine functions normal and regular. 
Her spirits are depressed to a degree which amounts almost to melan- 
choly, and she expresses no hope of recovery. She has been treated 
by some half dozen physicians — some of eminence. All have agreed 
that the trouble was in the blood crasis, and have, without exception, 
exhibited iron and put her on full diet. Spent some two months with 
the late Dr. J. P. Mettauer, who also gave her iron, but used power- 
ful astringent washes to the cuticle. On the supposition that the dis- 
ease was one of indigestion, perhaps she was ordered to go to the 
Alleghany Springs, of this State, whose waters are famed as an altera- 
tive stomachic, but in no instance has treatment of any sort been of 
any avail. I immediately placed her on the following prescription : 

B . Hydraff. oxymuriat fjrs. ij 

Kxt. ciuchoiite grs. xxiv. 

M. ;Make pills, No. xxiv. S : One \nl\tcr die after eating. Diet, lib- 
eral and nutritious, but unstimukiting. 

In one week's time the maculae began to fade, and in one month had 
entirely disappeared. In the meantime the patient's strength had im- 
proved; her general health was almost restored, and she was enabled- 
to attend to her ordinary duties. She has been well for some eighteen 
months, and though she has occasionally seen some evidence of a re- 
turn of the purpura, it invariably and immediately retires before the 
use of her pills for a few days. There has never been the slightest 
ptyalism, though, on commencing the use of the pills, she took them 
for a month without suspending them for a day. 

Mercury undoubtedly acted in this case, both as alterative and tonic. 
That it has a tonic action in certain pathological conditions of the sys- 
tem, I am sure. Fournier has called attention to this fact. Liegois 
has also remarked of it recently in some of his experiments, that **per- 
sons taking it, increased their weight,'' thus proving, that in- some 
way, it acted as a stimulant or filip to the nutritive function. Wil- 
bouchewitch, too, of Paris, by means of the hsematametre counted 
daily the red corpuscles of persons under mercurial treatment, and 
found that they increased in number under the administration of that 
drug. 

I was not led to try the use of mercury in this case, however, by any 
theoretical views, or on the report of the above distinguished authori- 
ties. The treatment secuftdcm artem recentem had evidently failed, and 
I remembered that an old practitioner of physic — a man of great ex- 
perience and great good sense — the late Dr. James May, had told me 
that he had several times succeeded in curing obstinate cases of pur- 
pura by the exhibition of mercury. He had no theory^on the subject. 
Virginia Medical Monthly ^ April ^\Zi^. 
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QUINIA IN SURGERY AND OBSTETRICS, 



The rapidly-extending use of quinia, and the excellent results that 
have followed its administration in many morbid conditions to which 
it was thought to be inapplicable, or rather in which its administration 
was not thought of at all in past times, must have attracted the atten- 
tion of every reading member of the profession. To-day quinia stands 
out prominently as our greatest medicine, and malaria is more talked 
about and written about than any other source of disease. 

Lately Dr. S. W. Gross, of Philadelphia, has recorded the success 
of quinia in his practice in preventing the untoward events which 
often follow surgical operations, and Dr. Hunter McGuire, of Rich- 
mond, in a recent number of the Virginia Medical Monthly, states it as 
his belief, founded on clinical experiment, that slight cinchonism pre- 
vents shock, or so lessens it as to make it inappreciable. It has been 
for some time the custom of Louisville surgeons to prepare their pa- 
tients for operation by quinia, instead of by the ancient practice — sad 
to say, not yet wholly abandoned in certain quarters — of giving pur- 
gatives. They also give quinia after the operation, in order to ward 
off the evils which so often follow operations. 

In obstetrical practice we have found quinia a most potent remed}\ 
Indeed our experience is that puerperal fever, abscess of the breast, 
phlegmasia dolens, and the like, may be prevented with almost abso- 
lute certainty by the administration of quinia pricr and subse<iuently to 
childbirth. Iron is often a valuable ally of quinia, and should be used 
freely. The profession all over the world is rapidly awakening to the 
vast puissance of this magnum boniun Dei, and just in proportion as 
theory is di-scarded from our creed, and the results of clinical experi- 
ment are relied on as the source from which medical truth must come, 
shall we be led to adopt a sound, rational practice of physic ? It is 
passing strange how theories in this enlightened, thinking, doubting age, 
still influence medical belief and practice. A theory has no more 
probable value than a lottery-ticket. By chance it may be correct, but 
it is immensely, incalculably more apt to be wrong. We cannot from 
our inner consciousness evolve a knowledge of the laws of nature. 
It is only by careful experiment that we may hope to discover the secrets 
of disease ; and yet such reasoning as that of Prof. Lister leads astray 
not a few medical men. Prof. Lister says, in effect, that without the 
germ theory no rational explanation can be given of certain morbid 
processes ; ergo, the germ theory must be true. This is not philoso])hi- 
cal, this is not sound, this is not safe reasoning, and is not worthy the 
great though young science of medicine, which is now rapidly piling 
up sufficient facts to entide it to be called a science. — I^uisi^ille Med- 
ical Ncivs, 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



REVIEW OF THE PAST YEAR. 



In medicine and therapeutics much progress has been made. The 
<luestion of blood-letting is still being revived from time to time. 
Wharton Jones, in the London Lancet^ Nov. 2d, gives his views re- 
garding the subject. H thinks by the prevailing abstinence from vene- 
section inflammation of important organs is often allowed to run a 
prolonged and disastrous course, which might be prevented by the 
timely abstraction of blood in such quantity as could not be injurious 
to the patient. 

Transfusion. — The subject of transfusion has also been debated, 
and experiments have been performed by Dr. Brown-Sequard, of Paris, 
with different fluids. He tried normal blood, blood deprived of fibrin, 
^and milk. In each case he found the result to be the same, but the 
quantity of milk used was greater than the other fluids. He considers 
it preferable to inject into the arteries rather than the veins, and to be 
done slowly. Dr. Thomas, of New York, has also tried the transfusion 
of milk, and is convinced that it acts as well as blood. 

Night Sweats. — Atropine as a remedy for night sweats in phthisis 
has been brought into favorable notice. It has been tried in the Toronto 
Hospital with uniformly good results. The dose is about one-fortieth 
of a grain of the sulphate of atropine at bed time. Chloral hydrate still 
continues to be used with great success in the treatment of delirium 
tremens. Dr. Farrar in the Brit. Med, Journal ioi Jslnuary, 1878, speaks 
in the strongest terms of its beneficial effect after the failure of the opium 
treatment. The subcutaneous injection of ergotine is now almost uni- 
versally considered a sovereign remedy for hemoptisis, hematemesis, 
uterine hemorrhage, etc. Its modus operandi depends upon its action 
on the vaso-constrictors. Where there is much pain or irritable cough, 
it is combined with morphine. 

Dialyzed Iron. — Dialyzed iron, which has been so favorably re- 
ceived by the profession, has lately been used by way of hypodermic 
injection. Prof. Da Costa, of Philadelphia, has tried it with marked 
success in several cases of anaemia and chlorosis. The iron was used in 
both the diluted and undiluted state, without any unpleasant effects. 
It was injected in from fifteen to thirty minim doses daily. The muriate 
of calcium has been highly extolled by Dr. Bell (^London Lancet), in the 
treatment of tuberculosis. He gives it the preference over all other 
remedies in the treatment of this affection. He has used it also success- 
fully in scrofulous disease of the bones, tabes mesenterica, etc. The 
dose is 20 grains, more or less, after meals. Iodide of ethyl has been 
employed by Prof. See for the relief of the paroxysms of asthma. It is 
administered by inhalation, a few drops being placed on a handkerchief 
and applied to the nose. 
2 
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Nitrite of Amyl. — Nitrite af amyl, so much vaunted of late to a 
remedy for sea-sickness, has been used to cut short the cold and has- 
stages of ague, and thus facilitate the treatment. Some experiments- 
were performed in the Greenwich Hospital by Dr. Ralfe with such 
apparently satisfactory results as leads us to hope that with a more ex- 
tended trial its efficacy may be established. The use of carbolic acid in 
small-pox has been frequently alluded to in the different medical journals- 
during the year. It has been given internally in small doses and also 
used as a lotion, in the proportion of i in 20, applied to the face. It 
seems not only to act as a disinfectant, but also to prevent the pustules, 
becoming confluent and to moderate the occurrence of pitting. 

Nux Vomica. — Nux vomica has been lately used with success in 
Italy in the treatment of diabetes. Two cases are reported as having 
been cured by it, in the Gazetta Medica di Roma^ under the care of Dr. 
Zarzana. The process of tapping for dropsy of the limbs, first intro- 
duced by Dr. Southey, has been put into practice with favorable results. 
It consists in the introduction of minute canulae made of gold, which 
gradually drain away the serum lying among the tissues. To the ex- 
tremity of the canulae are attached slips of rubber tubing about two feet 
in length to convey the fluid into a vessel for its reception. Capillary 
tubes have also been used for paracentesis abdominis and thoracis by 
Dr. Goodhart, of Guy^s Hospital. 

Metalloscopy and Metallotherapy. — The subject of metallos- 
copy and metallotherapy has engaged the attention of scientific physi- 
cians, in the treatment of hystero-epilepsy, in which anaesthesia or hem- 
ianaesthesia are frequent symptoms. It consists in the application of 
certain metals varying according to the idiosyncrasy of the patient, the 
process of ascertaining which is called metalloscopy. Bits of metal are 
applied to some part of the surface on the anaesthetic side. A piece of 
metal is also introduced into the mouth or applied over the mastoid 
process. If the proper metal has been hit upon, the sensibility is re- 
stored wholly or in part; if not, ano::her and another kind of metal is tried, 
until the proper one is ascertained, which is then kept applied, or some 
salt of the metal administered. The metal is supposed to act by creat- 
ing a current of electricity which affects the vaso-motor nerves, so that 
an increased blood-supply is sent to the parts. 

Artificial Respiration. — The direct method of artificial respira- 
tion introduced and practiced by Dr. Benjamin Howard has been on 
its trial during the past year. The claims of superiority over Marshall 
Hall's or Sylvester's method, are its simplicity and the readiness with 
which it can be employed by water police and others who may have 
once seen it put in practice. 

Surgery. — In the domain of surgery much has been accomplished, 
and several new and important procedures have been introduced into 
practice. A new departure in the operation of lithotrity has been 
brought forward by Dr. Bigel^w, of Boston. Instead of short and 
repeated operations, he recommends longer time and an attempt to 
break up the stone, and wash it all away by a contrivance for the pur- 
pose, if possible at a single operation. Thus far, the success of the 
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prolonged operation has been very good. An improvement has also 
been introduced in the operation for removal of the tongue in cancer, 
by Dr. Shrady, of New York. It consists, first, in ligaturing the ling- 
ual arteries at the posterior border of the hyo-glossus muscle, after 
which the removal of the tongue, it is claimed, is almost bloodless. 

Catgut Ligature. — The results obtained with the catgut ligature 
have been conflicting. Some surgeons have found it uniformly effect- 
ual and safe, others have met with only disappointment and disaster. 
It is liable to soften and the knot to unloose, and thus permit of second- 
ary hemorrahage. The use of the elastic ligature for the division of 
the prepuce in the treatment of phymosis has been tested in several 
cases, and with very good results. It is applicable in a number of 
cases where circumcision or the use of the knife is inadmissible. 

Removal of Rectum for the Relief of Cancer. — The opera- 
tion for the removal of the lower end of the rectum for the relief of 
cancer, has been several times performed during the year, and quite 
recently by Dr. Fenwick, of Montreal. The success which has attended 
the operation so far, is such as to encourage a repetition in certain 
cases where there is reason to believe that the disease can be surrounded 
and completely removed by the knife. The control of the bowel after- 
wards is wonderfully good considering the nature of the operation, and 
in those cases in which the sphincter action is impaired or lost, the 
patient still retains the sensation of the presence of faeces, and can make 
preparation for cleanliness. 

t Removal of the Spleen. — Another case of removal of the spleen 

has been put upon record by Dr. Browne, of the Bromwich Hospital. 
The tumor, which proved to be a simple hypertrophy, weighed iS}4 
pounds. There was no hemorrhage. Four large arteries required the 
ligature. The patient, previously very much reduced — in an almost 
hopeless condition — died five hours after the operation. The treatment 
of varicose and other chronic ulcers of the leg, by the elastic bandage, 
has been successful in the hands of Dr. Martin, of Boston, and others 
who have tried it The bandage is of pure rubber ten feet long and 
three inches wide, and is applied as an ordinary bandage to the leg. It 
is removed at night, and the ulcer dressed with suitable dressing. 

Aneurism of the Aorta. — The treatment of aneurism of the aorta 
by the subcutaneous injection of ergotine conjointly with galvano- 
puncture has been tried, with very favorable results, by Dr. Carter, of 
Queen's Hospital, Birmingham. Two needles connected with a Stoh- 
rer battery were used, first commencing with two, and afterwards in- 
creasing to twelve cells immersed halfway in the acid. The operation 
was twice repeated at the end of a week or ten days, in each interval. 
The needles were allowed to remain in the sac from 35 to 50 minutes at 
each sitting. The result exceeded the most sanguine expectations, the 
patient being very much relieved, though not completely cured. Ex- 
cision of the bones of the foot for the cure of talipes in the adult, has 
been successfully resorted to by Dr. Bryant, of Guy's Hospital, and 
others in Europe and America during the past year. Two cases o 
gastrotomy have been reported. One successful case by Prof. Trende- 
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lenburg, of Rostock, in a boy eight years of age, and an unsuccessful 
one by Dr. Bradley, of Manchester, in a boy 14 years of age. Several 
successful cases of paracentesis of the pericardium have been reported 
in Europe and America, so that the operation has come to be regarded 
as a perfecdy legitimate and favorable one in certain cases. A small 
aspirator needle is that generally used, and no difficulty has been ex- 
I perienced in the operation. The needle is introduced in the fifth inter- 
costal space, nearly in the position of the normal apex-beat. Aspira- 
tion of the knee joint has been several times performed — in one case in 
the Toronto general Hospital under the writer's care — with the most 
beneficial results. If performed so as entirely to exclude the air, it is 
perfectly safe. Prof. Langenbeck successfully extirpated the left kid- 
ney of a woman aged thirty-two years. This operation has also been 
successfully performed by Dr. Martin, of Berlin. 

Lraparotomy. — The operation of laparotomy has been resorted to 
by many surgeons on the Continent, both for the relief of disease and 
for the purpose of clearing up the diagnosis in obscure cases. The ab- 
dominal cavity is now opened with as little hesitation as that with which 
the ordinary surgeon would open an abscess. Gussenbauer, of Luttich, 
performed the operation of resection for intestinal obstruction, remov- 
ing four inches of the lower part of the descending colon and a tumor 
which was the cause of the obstruction. The patient died from septic 
poisoning, caused by the escape of the contents of the bowel into the 
abdominal cavity. 

Thymol. — The new antiseptic thymol has received marked atten- 
tion among British and Continental surgeons during the past year, and 
bids fair to supplant carbolic acid as the most available surgical anti- 
septic we possess. It is the essential principle of the oil of thyme, and 
is a more powerful antiseptic than carbolic acid. It is not so irritating, 
and in antiseptic surgery its advantages over carbolic acid are most 
marked. Spencer Wells has used it in a series of ovariotomy cases 
with the most satisfactory results. The strength used is one gramme 
(15 grs.) of thymol, to one thousand grammes of warm water. It does 
not in the slightest degree interfere with the healing process. 

Obstetrics and Obstetrical Surgery. — In obstetrics and obste- 
trical surgery we note a few novel features. In the treatment of vom- 
iting of pregnancy, much benefit has been derived in many instances 
from the topical use of caustic applications to the cervix uteri. In some 
cases, a single application of the caustic was sufficient to allay the most 
distressing vomiting. Laparo-elytrotomy has been resorted to in sev- 
eral cases in the United States, by Prof. Thomas and Dr. J. C. Skene, 
and once by Dr. Hime, of Sheffield, England, as a substitute for 
Caesarian section. The operation is performed by making an incision 
in the abdomen from the anterior superior spine of the ilium to the 
spine of the pubis. The peritoneum is drawn upwards, a probe is in- 
troduced into the vagina, which is pushed upwards into the bottom of 
the wound and divided. The os is reached, the hand introduced, and 
delivery effected by turning. The advantages are the peritoneum and 
uterus are not wounded, there is very little loss of blood, and the shock 
is less than in Caesarian section. The use of hot water in surgical 
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cases and in uterine hemorrhages, has been still further put upon its 
trial. In some severe cases of uterine hemorrhage, it was found to 
produce immediate and energetic contraction of the uterus. The tem- 
perature of the water should be about 120° F. 

The following case is novel, and if the cure should be permanent, 
will have an important bearing on operative gynaecology in relation to 
disease of the uterus. We do not know of a similar case on record. 
It is a case of enucleation of the uterus per vaginam for epithelial can- 
cer, reported in the Pacific Medical Journal iox Dec, 1878. The opera- 
tion, which was successful in its results so far, was performed by Prof. 
Lane, of the Medical College of the Pacific. The uterus was well 
drawn down, and the process of enucleation commenced by severing 
with a blunt dissector and pair of scissors the tissues immediately sur- 
rounding it, avoiding the rectum and bladder, until the fundus was 
reached, when the Fallopian tubes were divided and the uterus re- 
moved. Several ligatures were applied to the bleeding vessels. The 
patient made a rapid and satisfactory recovery. 

In chemistry we have to record the brilliant discovery of Mr. Piquet 
of the liquefaction of oxygen. Under a pressure of 300 atmospheres 
and the influence of intense cold, oxygen becomes a liquid. Lately, 
the important discovery has been made by Norman Lockyer and com- 
municated to the Academy of Sciences in Paris, that many of the so- 
called elementary bodies are in reality compounds, and that some of 
the metals are interchangeable at very high temperatures. — Canada 
Lancet, 



Modus Operandi of Skin Grafting. — Pinch up a small amount 
of the cuticle from the inside of the arm with a small pair of forceps, 
and divide it with a small pair of concave scissors, being careful not to 
draw blood, and get the slip free from adipose tissue ; insert this piece 
of skin into the granulations about one inch from the margin of the 
sore, and repeat it in a similar manner until you have slips within an 
inch of one another all over the abrasion. The size of the piece of 
cuticle is not so material \ the object to be attained is to have it to grow ; 
and it cannot take root unless it be buried into the ulcer. A piece of 
skin the size of a pin's head is large enough. When the grafts are all 
inserted, dress the sore with an artificial scab, made of adeps porci, 
nine ounces, and thickened into a paste with English prepared chalk, 
twelve ounces, and spread over the sore and margins, retaining it there 
with a roller or adhesive plaster. Let this dressing remain on for 
three days, then redress by removing the artifical scab, arid wipe the 
sore with a soft cloth. Right here, gentlemen, permit me to digress 
by saying, never use any water in dressing old sores, for it seems to 
make them take on those horrible nocturnal neuralgias the night fol- 
lowing. Then remove your paste carefully and wipe dry ; wherever a 
slip has taken you will notice a small depression at that point, and if 
you think advisable you can insert other grafts, and dress as before, 
and so on, until cicatrization is perfected. 

Until the sore is studded full of grafts, and the ulcer, to all appear- 
ance, about well, I would suggest, if the sore is on the lower limb, 
quietude in the recumbent posture, and the leg elevated, as any pres- 
sure upon the ulcer at this time would cause most serious interference 
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with the new granulations, as well as destroy the newly-formed cuticle 
within the sore, which resembles so many small islands in a body of 
water; these little islands of skin will meet the skin from either side, 
and thereby bridge the abrasion over. By carefully watching at this 
stage the new skin will become permanent, so that your patient may 
be allowed to go about. If the sore is on an upper extremity, the 
patient can have more liberty to go around. As regards the dietetic 
plan in these cases, as a general thing, the regimen should be articles 
of diet containing fat nitrogenized, and phosphatic combinations, toge- 
ther with milk and eggs. Stimulants should be avoided. 

Report of two Cases. — Mrs. B., aged sixty years, has had an indolent 
and irritable ulcer covering the dorsum of both feet and extending up 
the ankles, involving both malleolus processes, with indurated edges 
around both sores. This woman has suffered considerably, as her 
present physical condition shows, and she has tried a legion of re- 
medies, as well as a goodly number of physicians, during her long 
period of illness, but all to no purpose, so far as giving her any per- 
manent relief. The feet would, at times, under a soothing treatment, 
heal over about one half of the abrasion. 

In December, 1875, her husband sent for me, and after taking in 
her situation and the character of the ulcer, I made the following pre- 
scription, viz.: 

R Phosphoric acM, diluted, fJ5^ 

Glycerine, pure, f. ,^j 

Fowler's Bofution arsenic, gtts.iij. M. 

SiG. — To be taken three times a day after eating. 

Locally I used elm poultices every six hours, for two days. Then I 
began my favorite treatment, in order to give tone as well as a healthy 
appearance to these sores, consisting of : 

B Cinchona pnlv., .^j 

English prepared chalk, 5J 

Hyd. sub. mur., 3J. M. 

SiG. — Dust the ulcer and margins over twice a day with this powder. 

In a forthnight I had the pleasure of seeing the sore and the sur- 
rounding surface on the same plane, with all pain abated, and my 
patient comfortable. 

I then began skin grafting, by taking the slips of cuticle from her 
huband's arm, and inserted about twelve points in each sore at my first 
operation. I then applied an artificial scab, as before described and 
encased the whole with a roller of bandages. I repeated the dressing in 
a similar manner twice a week, and inserted skin grafts, as I thought 
advisable, on each visit; in all I must have inserted not less than 100. 
At the expiration of three weeks, I discontinued inserting grafts, be- 
cause there had taken some ten or twelve points in various places in 
each ulcer; I simply used the artificial scab, with bandaging, and added 
one drachm of iodioform to each dressing. After six months' perse- 
verance I had the pleasure of seeing both feet heal up entirely, and 
they remained so for about one year, when the right one broke out 
again, in consequence of a stick of wood falling upon it endwise, in- 
flicting an incised wound, about two inches by one inch. This has 
not healed as yet, but she suffers very little inconvenience with her 
feet at present. 

Case 2. — Mr. W., aged 25 years, had a large abrasion of the cuticle, 
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about eight by f\ye inches, caused by a contusion of the calf and the 
skin of the right leg. This sore had been discharging for something 
like a year or two, with no apparent hope of cicatrization. When I was 
called to take charge of the case I found the patient's general health 
good, but the sore was an extensive one. My first dressings, for three 
or four days, were chalk, Peruvian bark and calomel, as before de- 
scribed. I then wiped the sore dry and inserted five skin grafts, and 
dressed as in the first case. In three days I again inserted three more 
grafts. At the expiration of three weeks I had the pleasure of seeing 
cicatrization perfected. This man went to work in less than six weeks, 
driving a team for one of our grocery men. His leg is still well. — Dr. 
Gain SON, in Med and Surg. Reporter. 

Morphia-mania, or the disorder induced by the habitual use of 
morphia, has, perhaps, very little claim to notice in a summary of the 
advances in the practice of medicine ; yet, in consequence of the rapid 
increase in the consumption of opium and its various preparations, both 
as a means of cure and palliation in disease, and as a vice becoming 
more and more prevalent in every grade of society, we may expect, ere 
long, to see the disorder asssigned an appropriate place in every work 
on Practice. ^ 

As regards the evils resulting from the excessive use of opium, while 
they are not, perhaps, so apparent, and may be less in extent than those 
attending the use of alcoholic liquors, in effect they are doubtless but 
little less. The real and fancied wants of suffering humanity, the en- 
couragement given too often, we fear, by our own unguarded prescrip- 
tions, together with the facilities afforded by every country store for ob- 
taining the drug, are so many incentives operating in favor of its use ; 
and unless legislative action will assume, in some way or other, to 
restrict its indiscriminate sale, it may be found not far hence to be a 
most formidable national evil. 

Prevention here will not only be better, but easier than cure ; and 
the profession may, in the absence of other things, effect much good 
by discouraging, as far as personal effort and influence will go, its too 
frequent use in the higher forms of disease, and always when taken as 
an habitual stimulant. 

When the habit is once formed, rescue is difficult. Proressor Leides- 
dorf, in a paper read before the International Royal Society of Vienna, 
reports the results of his observations in five cases of morphia-mania 
which had occurred in his own practice in the course of the last year. 

The quantity of morphia used hypodermically was from 6 to 37 gr§. 
daily. The sudden withdrawal of the morphia produced diarrhoea, 
mental irritation, persistent loss of sleep with hallucinations, melan- 
cholia, increased sensibility and collapse. 

The lenjTth of time the drug had been taken in each case is not 
: stated. The treatment consisted in a gradual withdrawal of the opiate 
with hydrate of chloral, wine, warm baths, persuasion, restraint, watch- 
ing, etc., and resulted in curing the habit in from eight days to eight 
weeks. One case relapsed and committed suicide. 

Dr. Leidesdorfsays: *'The patient must be entirely under the con- 
trol of the physician, as deception is otherwise certain ; all the patients 
had their syringes and a supplv of morphia for several weeks. A care- 
ful watch must be kept up during the treatment (eight or ten days), to 
prevent attempts at suicide." 
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Dr. Winternitz says that **in cases of morphia-mania the lowering 
of the temperature by baths to 68° to 77° was borne ill or not at all ; 
while, on the other hand, the application of hot cloths along the cervi- 
cal spine had some effect in reducing the desire for morphia. (Extract 
from London Medical Record in Abstract of Medical Sciences, January 

1877). 

Absolute control of the patient is a sine qua nan in the treatment, and 
this can rarely be obtained outside of a well arranged hospital, ta 
which such patients, as a rule, ought always to be sent. Not the pa- 
tient alone, but anxious and sympathizing friends, are as little to be 
trusted sometimes as the patient himself. — Dr. Apperson Transactions 
of Virginia Medical Society. 

[A confirmed opium eater is seldom cured. It is believed 
that the opium antidotes, so-called, all contain opium. The best thing 
that can be done is to taper off the habit gradually, sustaining and ton- 
ing up the system with quinia and nux-vomica as the opiate is with- 
drawn. We have done this, and discharged our patients after months 
of careful attention as cured, but in ei^ery case that has come under our 
knowledge, the patient has gone back to the habit again. — Ed. R.] 

Ice Cream Poisoning. — In the June (1874) number of the Vir- 
ginia Medical Monthly, there is an interesting account of a paper 
presented by Dr. L. Rosenthal before the Berlin (Germany) Med- 
ical Society, and the subsequent discussion in regard to a considerable 
number of ca.ses which occurred in that city, which were attributed to 
poisoning by vanilla, which had bjpen used as the seasoning, although 
it was acSnitted that the same seasoning was very largely used in the 
preparation of tea and chocolate as well as sauces and syrups without 
any such poisonous effects. There the cases which were quite numer- 
ous were all traced to one particular cafe called the Vienna, and were 
during the latter days of August The article used was what was called 
vanilla ice, but is described as follows : ** In the preparation of cream 
ice, eggs and cream are used and the flavor is given by adding vanilla, 
chocolate, etc. Besides these, the variou^kinds of cream ice are boiled 
before being introduced into the freezing vessel." The discussion 
showed that the same night a very large number of persons had been 
affected by the article obtained from this same cafe, and the confec- 
tioner exhibited the pods of vanilla which were the same kind as those 
he had been using for some months without any poisonous effect. The 
explanation given was that it was produced by the vanilla beans, 
and especially those which were covered by crystals ; but there is no 
statement made of the composition of these crystals. Now, vanilla is 
the most popular seasoning and is daily used ; and if it were liable to 
produce such effects, we should see such cases every day. But this 
very series of cases are commented on by Taylor in his standard work, 
3d edition, on Poisons, in the following words : '*But vanilla ice had 
been frequently eaten before the outbreak of cholera in 1873 without 
such severe symptoms, and it is highly probable that the medical man 
was misled by the number of persons who were attacked simul- 
taneously. There is nothing in vanilla to cause poisoning. It contains a 
crystallizable principle, vanillin or vanillic acid, which is not poisonous. 
{Hauseman's Pfhauzenstoffe, 1871, p. 1038). In order to account for 
the irritant effects, Dr. Rosenthal believes that there was a production 
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of cardol — ^an irritant oily principle (found in anacardium occidentale)^ 
somewhat resembling cantharides. The facts are more consistent with 
the effects produced by malignant cholera." 

From a careful investigation of all the facts, I have come to the con- 
clusion, that the true cause is some decomposition in the albuminoid 
articles used, viz : the milk and eggs which may be aided perhaps by 
the sugar. The symptoms described as having been produced by 
cheese are so exactly like those in these cases, that we may fairly assign 
them to a similar cause ; and I learn, by a private letter from Dr. 
Kedzie, the able President of the Michigan State Board of Health, 
that he has analyzed several specimens of cheese which had caused sim- 
ilar symptoms without detecting any mineral poisons whatever. Nearly 
all these cases occurred in hot weather, and in most the article had been 
kept some time. Besides, when we reflect how liable milk is to be- 
come impregnated with medicinal and other substances by the food and 
ingesta of the animal furnishing it, I think we may more justly attri- 
bute the symptoms to the milk than to the flavoring. — Transactions 
Medical Society of Virginia^ ^^11- 

[If any of our readers know of cases of ice cream or custard poi- 
soning, in which the cause was discovered, they will please report the 
same to this Journal. — Ed. Record. ] 

The Use of Jaborandi at Bellevue Hospital. — Within the 
past year or two jaborandi has become a very popular and useful drug 
at Bellevue. In uraemia and in acute and chronic parenchymatous- 
nephritis, it has accomplished especially good results. 

In uraemia it is a very effective substitute for the old hot-air bath, 
acting more quickly and surely. As it has been shown to increse 
markedly the excretion of urea, it is probably more efficient also than 
the baths in relieving uraemic phenomena. A patient was brought into 
the hospital some weeks ago, suffering from convulsions and delirium. 
She had no oedema, but her urine was nearly solid with albumen, and 
contained small casts and blood. She was given a drachm of the fluid 
extract of jaborandi, hypodermically, and m. x. of Magendie's solution. 
In fifteen minutes she was sweating profusely, and the convulsions had 
ceased. She was restless and wandering in mind for the next twenty- 
four hours, but had no other bad symptoms. A drachm of jaborandi 
was given every other day subsequently, and in a week the albumen 
had nearly disappeared from her urine, and she felt quite well. 

Cases of chronic nephritis have been treated with the drug very sat- 
isfactorily. Some who did not improve or get rid of the oedema under 
digitalis and potassium have shown immediate improvement under 
jaborandi. It is given in drachm doses every other morning, the pa- 
tient being kept in bed until dinner-time, when the sweating is over. 
It is better not to give it at night, as the bed-clothes become saturated 
with perspiration and sleep is disturbed and uncomfortable. 

Jaborandi weakens the heart. It is dangerous when the pulse is 
poor and the system debihtated. If given to a patient in this condition 
with uraemia, befalls into a cold perspiration, and oedema of the lungs, 
coma and death follow. 

Yet it has been used several times in the treatment of pulmonary 
oedema in doses of m. x. tom. xv. every one or two hours. The autop- 
sies have shown the usual changes. 
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It has been used also in pleuritic effusions, but does not seem to 
* * sweat out " the intrathoracic liquid very much. Besides, it produces 
a nausea and salivation not at all pleasant. 

The drug loses its effect in some cases, and the dose has to be in- 
creased. The usual variety in its action has been noted. Sometimes 
it causes salivation only; most frequent salivation and diaphoresis. If 
the dose is carefully regulated, nausea and vomiting need not be a 
frequent complication. The urine is, in cases of chronic Bright's dis- 
ease, somewhat diminished in amount, unless renal congestion or an 
acute nephritis is complicating the case. Jaborandi has proved, so 
far, of most certain service in the chronic stages ofBright's disease and 
in uraemia brought on during its initial attacks. When an acute attack 
is lighted up on a chronically inflamed organ, and when the system has 
already become weakened and anjemic, the drug may be useful, but it 
w*ill also be dangerous. 

Incubative Period of Scarlet Fever, and of Some Other 
Diseases. — Dr. Murchison read an abstract of a paper upon this sub- 
ject at a recent meeting of the Clinical Society of London. The ar- 
ticle was based upon observations made in seventy-five cases, and 
extending over a period of twenty years. Observations upon the in- 
cubative periods of small-pox, varicella, measles (about ten days), 
whooping-cough, typhus fever (supplemental to observations published 
some years ago in the St. Thoffias^ Hospital Reports), enteric and 
relapsing fever were given, but with the result that in none of these 
diseases was the period of incubation fixed. The eruptive fevers in 
this respect fell, however, into two classes : one class comprised vari- 
ola, varicella, measles, typhus, enteric fever, relapsing fever, mumps ; 
these had a long period of incubation, whilst erysipelas, diphtheria, 
dengue, and scarlet fever had a short incubative period; that of scarlet fever 
is variously given, at from two days to one month, but Dr. Murchison 
published in the Lancet, in 1864, ^n analysis of twenty-three cases, in 
none of which did it exceed one week. The present paper comprised 
twenty-five cases, in two of which (cases of two children on shipboard), 
the incubative period was very short, in one not exceeding eighteen 
hours, in the other being less than twenty-four hours. In the well- 
known case at the West End, some few years ago, where guests at a 
•dinner party were subsequently attacked by scarlet fever, there was no 
incubative period longer than fis^ days. In fact, in none of Dr. 
Murchison's seventy-five cases was the period longer than six days ; 
in fortv-four it did not exceed four davs, in sixteen it did not exceed 
two davs, and in fifteen it was not over twentv-four hours. Dr. Rich- 
ardson's personal experience. Trousseau's case, in which the incuba- 
tive period was seven or eight hours, and other well-recorded cases of 
short incubative periods, were given. The conclusion drawn from 
these cases is that if a person, after exposure to scarlatinal infection, 
be subjected to a week's quarantine, and in that period shows no symp- 
toms of having been infected, he is safe. Dr. Murchison has adopted 
this rule, and has never known it to fail. With regard to the point 
whether it is possible for the patient to communicate an infectious dis- 
ease during the incubative period. Dr. Murchison gave some instances 
of small-pox, which render it probable that such might be the case. — 
The British Medical Journal. June 29, 1878. 
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Enemata of Chloral in Sick Headache. — Dr. J.- Seure {Bull 
Gen. de Tlierap., 1878, p. 365) recommends this treatment very highly. 
He says that a patient of his, a lady, who is subject to severe attacks 
of migraine after shopping, etc., is accustomed, on her return home, 
to take an enema consisting of a glass of warm water, with a teaspoon- 
ful of the following mixture: R chloral, gr. xlv; aq. distillat., f^x. — 
M. She then reclines upon a sofa, with closed eyes. Within a few 
seconds she begins to taste the chloral in her mouth, and at the same 
time she experiences a sensation of numbness. Little by little the 
headache disappears, nausea is allayed, and half an hour later nothing 
remains but a slight discomfort in the head, with a little torpor. 

Within an hour and a half this ladv finds herself able to sit down to 
dinner, and by the time the meal is over she has forgotten all about her 
headache and is able to entertain visitors during the evening. In this 
case twenty grains of the chloral are enough, but in the case of men 
thirty to forty grains are required. Dr. Seure has noticed that the re- 
lief gained is more prompt if a table-spoonful of brandy or whisky is 
added to the enema. The enema has one disadvantage ; that is, the 
slight burning pain which it causes in the rectum. This may be avcid- 
ed by the use of a glass of warm milk instead of water, or better by 
beating up the yolk of an egg in the water. In the case of individuals 
w^ho retain enemata only with difficulty, a smaller amount may be in- 
jected, and a drop or two of laudanum may be added. Dr. Seure re- 
gards this treatment as almost infallible for the arrest of an attack of 
sick headache, and as decidedly preferable to the administration of 
remedies by the mouth. It has the advantage of not disturbing the 
stomach. Chloral also acts very prpmptly, its absorpion by the rec- 
tum being almost instantaneous, as is proved by the effects on the gen- 
eral system, and also by the exhalation of chloroform by the lungs 
within a few seconds after the enema has been taken. — Medical Times. 

Inflammation of the Bladder. — The best remedies to admi- 
nister internally when vesical irritation and inflammation exist, are 
gelseminum, belladonna, sulphate of magnesia and pinus canadensis. If 
the pain be great, choose gelseminum ; if the irritation will not admit 
the presence of a teaspoonful of urine in the bladder, give small doses 
of sulphate of magnesia; if too much urine be secreted (diabetes), ad- 
minister pinus canadensis ; if the kidneys secrete irregularly, belladonna 
is indicated. It is not to be supposed that no other agents are **speci- 
fic'' in cystitis, for every experienced practitioner knows of others. 
However enough have been mentioned to begin with. 

Such agents as are known to be diuretic in their action should not be 
administered in cystitis ; better give those agents that tend to restrain 
urinary secretion. Spices are especially to be avoided. A man or 
woman having cystitis is made worse by taking stimulants and aromatics. 
Gin is occasionally prescribed in urinary troubles, but oftener with 
bad results than with good. ' 

But the most valuable part of the treatment of cystttis is the use of 
laudanum and starch in the rectum. Let from 20 to 60 drops of tinc- 
ture of opium be mixed with two ounces of starch mucilage, and 
thrown into the rectum with a syringe. This enema may be repeated 
two or three times a day. Those unacquainted with the quieting 
effects of this agency, in irritation of the bladder and cystitis, will be 
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happily surprised when they carry the plan into operation. No in- 
ternal medication through the stomach can equal, in curative effects, 
these sedatives and emollient enemas. In addition, a bag of hot sand 
may be placed between the thighs, near the perineum, and a hot din- 
ner-plate may be frequently placed upon the hypogastrium. By medi- 
cating the pelvic viscera and surroundings, the stomach may be kept 
for food and drink. Sedative medicines injure the appetite and diges- 
tion. Run as few remedies through the stomach as possible, unless 
they be peptics. — Eclectic Medical Journal. 

An Effectual Antidote to Bad Air. — Dr. Goulden, of London, 
in a communication to the Leeds Mercury, gives a very simple method 
of purifying air which is so offensive as to be totally unfit for breathing. 
He says it has been tried on small and on very large scales, and never 
failed in its results. It is used in hospitals, large school-rooms, slaugh- 
ter houses, tanners' yards, the lower decks of ships, where several 
hundred seamen have made the atmosphere so impure during the night 
as to be most offensive to any one from the outside suddenly entering. 
It is reasonable, and based upon the laws of physical science, and so 
simple that one of our best practical chemists said: **I wonder that it 
never occurred to us before. " It is just the application of a very weak 
solution of chloride of lead, suspended in the atmosphere on a towel in 
the room, and in considerably less than one minute the air is deprived 
of the slightest trace of anything offensive or deleterious. The room 
may be of any dimensions, and so long as there is any lead ia the solu- 
tion there cannot exist any of the poisonous gas in the atmosphere ; in 
fact, the confined air of a hospital becomes much purer than that of any 
large town, as may be proved by its failing to tarnish the most delicate 
silver work or silver lace after months of exposure. 

The mode of using it is : Take a drachm of nitrate of lead and . dis- 
solve it in a pailful of soft water, and take a drachm of common salt, 
which dissolve in a jug of soft water, and when the solutions are mixed 
it is ready for use. — Braithwait^s Retrospect. 

The Monobroniide of Camphor as a Hypnotic. — Frankhauser 
recommends the monobromide of camphor as a hypnotic in cases in 
which the narcotics proper are not borne, or in which they have lost 
their efficacy from long use. The doses required to produce sleep (he 
gives gene Tilly 2 to 2^ grains in powder) are entirely harmless; un- 
pleasant effects — such as a feeling of fulness in the head, nausea, 
excitement — occur but rarely, and even then are only transitory. In 
most cases the drug is well borne, even though gastric catarrh, cardial- 
gia, etc. , exist. The hypnotic effect follows rapidly, as a rule ; and in 
many cases, even when the drug has been used repeatedly, lasts for a 
considerable time. In other cases it passes off in a relatively short peri- 
od. In some cases these small doses refused to produce sleep, but 
it is probable that larger doses would have been more successful. — 
Three and three-quarter grains, and even more, have been given with- 
out injury. — Deutsche Medical Woch, 

On the Use of Carbolic Acid in Surgical Diseases. — Bryant 
saw severe collapse occur in two cases, as a result of the external ap- 
plication of carbolic acid. In one of these cases he had used a twenty 
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per cent, solution of the acid in oil for a slight wound, and in the other 
ten per cent, watery solution to dress a resection of the hip. Both 
cases recovered after the acid was discontinued ; the urine soon became 
clear again. Hence he discards carbolic acid as a surgical dressing. 
Howse, however, claims that Bryant erred in using such strong solu- 
tions of the acid. He has used it for seven years in the proportions 
recommended by Lister (five or ten per cent, for carbolic oil, two-and- 
a-half to three per cent, for the watery solution used as an irrigating 
fluid), and has never met with any alarming symptoms. The discol- 
oration of the urine, which appeared in some of his cases, disappeared 
without treatment, and without necessitating the discontinuance of the 
dressing. He does not consider it necessary to stop the use of the acid 
unless albuminuria should set in, in addition to the discoloration of the 
urine. — Gu^s Hospital Report, ^^77- 

Supra-Pubic Lithotomy. — The bladder should not be distended 
with an injection. * *The operation in its simplest form is conducted as 
follows : The skin just above the pubes and over the linea alba is in- 
cised to the extent of a few inches, and an easy dissection brings on 
down to the region of the bladder. This is now pushed up on the end 
of a sound, passed through the urethra, and secured with a tenaculum. 
It is then incised to a proper extent, and the calculus removed with 
fingers or forceps. After which the wound should be covered with a 
light absorbent and stimulating dressing, the patient put to bed, and the 
subsequent treatment conducted on general principles." 

The method of raising the bladder on the sound should be practiced 
first, if possible, on the cadaver. Theoretically, this operation affords 
the most direct, easy, simple and safe access to the bladder, and the 
author has no doubt that if performed as generally as the perineal sec- 
tion, the results would be far more satisfactory. — M K Med. Journal. 

Acute Carbolic Acid Poisoning — Recovery. — Oberst {CbLf. 
Chir. from Berlin, Klin. IVocAens., 1878, No. 12) was called to see a 
man who three minutes previously had swallowed five ounces of a five 
per cent, watery solution of carbolic acid. The patient was uncon- 
scious ; a cold sweat over the face ; the jaw tightly clenched. Oberst 
opened the oesophagus, passed the stomach-sound without difficulty, 
and emptied the stomach of some four ounces of its contents, which 
smelled strongly of carbolic acid. Several pints of water were then 
introduced, the stomach washed out, and the patient rapidly recover- 
ed. The urine was colored brown for one day, while a catarrh of the 
bladder, from which the patient had suffered, improved gready under 
the influence of the carbolic acid. (Here is a hint for the treatment 
of vesical catarrh which deserves to be followed out.) — Transcript, 

Incipient Diphtheria, — A person with headache, deep muscular 
and periosteal pains, sore throat, with diphtheritic patches on the ton- 
sils, is in need of medicine, but is commonly in no danger. Such a pa- 
tient may be treated as follows : R Syrup of ginger fgij. , chloral hy- 
drate 3j. , tinct. veratrum gtt. x. M. Dose half a teaspoonful every 
two hours. A piece of flannel is put around the neck ; the diet is re- 
stricted to slops, and the sufferer kept quiet and comfcM-table. — Eclectic 
Med, Journal, 
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The Jacques Catheter. — The employment of the Jacques Cathe- 
ter, as recommended by Dr. Butcher and myself, is among the greatest 
of the minor offices of surgery. The instrument is eminently fitted for 
evacuating the bladder when inability to micturate exists. Many a man 
just passed the middle of life has said to me : **That catheter has 
saved my life, or has obviated the pain of a thousand deaths." The 
instrument will not cure cancer of the bladder, nor remove a large ves- 
ical calculus, but it can be employed by the patient himself whenever 
he feels a desire to micturate, so that he does not have to send for the 
doctor, and be severely tortured with an unyielding metallic instru- 
ment. Once I dreaded to treat those old urinary difficulties. Now it 
is a source of happiness to feel that I can afford substantial relief to 
that class of cases. — H., in Eclectic Med, Journal, 

4 

Injecting Pile Tumors With Carbolic Acid — Within a 
year or two a new method of treating chronic hemorrhoids has been 
introduced. At first the operation was kept a secret, and the manner 
of operatihg was sold for considerable sums of money. Now the man- 
ner of proceeding is known to everybody in the profession. It consists 
in injecting each prominent pile tumor with a dilute solution of car- 
bolic acid ; the common hypodermic syringevbeing the vehicle for the 
introduction of the fluid. Two or three tumors may be injected during 
one operation. The pain is not severe, nor the after suffering intoler- 
able. The oi>erations may be repeated once a week until the tumors 
have disappeared. Two or three operations will generally result in a 
satisfactory cure. Proper systemic treatment hastens a favorable result. 
The old plan of excising and ligating hemorrhoidal protrusions is at- 
tended with too much danger to be repeated, now that a safer plan has 
been invented. — /^id. 

Treatment of Puerperal Convulsions. — Dr. Denham, in some 
sensible remarks on this subject before the Dublin Obstetrical Society, 
says, the varied causes indicating puerperal convulsions should never 
be forgotten ; thus a plethoric woman, with rapid pulse, flushed face, 
constipated bowels, should not be treated in the beginning with chloral. 
A good dash of blood from the patient's, arm, together with free pur- 
gation, besides filling an obvious indication, prepares the way for an- 
aesthesia, by choral or chloroform. He believes that chloral injected 
acted much more rapidly than when given by the mouth. — Toledt) Med- 
ical Journal.' 

Cactus and Heart's- Ease. — Cactus and heart' s-ease act on 
the heart and are useful in heart disease. Lungwort acts on the lungs, 
and is useful in lung disease. Tincture of arnica, in very small doses, 
will stop bleeding at the lungs. Prussiate of potash will cicatrize the 
lungs, if ulcerated, and relieve the cough. Balsam of tolu is healing to 
the lungs, and when combined with tincture of myrrh, syrup of senega 
and squill, will cure almost any cough that is curable. — /did, 

Myrica and Subnitrate of Bismuth.— Myrica and subni- 
trate of bismuth combined will cure diarrhoea and catarrh of the head, 
because they act on the mucous glands, and arrest secretion, and they 
also act directly on the part affected; — Eclectic Med, Journal. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



The St. Benoit Twins. — These remarkable phenomena were re- 
cently taken from their home in St. Benoit, Canada, to Philadelphia, 
and examined in the presence of hundreds of medical students and 
doctors by Prof. Pancoast, the most accomplished living expert in ter- 
atology — as the science of this kind of monstrosity is called. Though 
similar anomalies are on record, this is the only known case where so 
remarkable a human structure has been born alive ; and there seems 
every prospect of the twins living to grow up. Rose and Mary are 
the names of this wonderfully close-joined pair of sisters that can never 
know separation. Rose-Mary would be the name for them taken as 
one. A toy was handed Mary ; she smiled, took it and played with it. 
Rose reached out her baby-hand, got the toy and also smiled and 
chuckled. The children are separate down to the edge of the ribs, 
with separate heads, separate arms, two to each, and separate hearts^ 
At the breastbone the bodies are fairly united, but the rest of the or- 
gans are common to both. There is but one navel, and the buttocks 
are united, teriminating on each side with a well formed leg, one for 
each of the joined twins. Rose's leg is a very little fatter than the one 
belonging to Mary, but both are of equal length, and perfectly formed. 
While the head, arms and thorax, with its contents, are separate, it is 
probable that the intestinal canal is common to both, as there was but one 
anus, and that, in all probability, the bladder and womb are more or 
less united, as they have but one common genitalia. 

It is now known that if oils are mixed with sawdust, textile materials, 
&c. , so as to be exposed to the atmostphere in thin films , oxygen is 
rapidly absorbed, the temperature of the mass rises, and, under favors 
able circumstances, actual ignition may ensue. The effect varie- 
greatly with the kind of oil used, some oils being exceedingly danger- 
ous, while others may be regarded as practically safe ; hence, the risk 
of Are in a factory must be influenced, to a very considerable degree, 
by the kind of oil used. Olive oil has been considered the least 
dangerous— mineral oils, pine, linseed, and rape, and their mixture, 
the most so — while all others are supposed to hold an intermediate posi- 
tion. But according to some recent experiments made abroad, olive 
oil is to be regarded really among the most dangerous of all, while the 
hydrocarbons, such as the mineral oils are incapable of producing 
spontaneous combustion. — Hehrew LecuUie. 

Telemachon. — The telemachon is a dynamo-electric machine, an 
invention by Mr. Wallace, by which electricity generated by water or 
steam-power is made available for transmitting the power to a distant 
point through conducting wires. Edison has seized upon the idea as a 
means of generating electric light, and says : **With fifteen or twenty of 
these dynamo-electric machines I can light the entire lower part of New 
York city, using a five-hundred horse-power steam engine. " The means 
that brings the light, can also furnish power and heat, which can also 
be variously utilized for running sewing machines, warming apartments, 
cooking, etc. What next ? 
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Uranine. — ^This is the most recently discovered and perhaps the 
most remarkable of all the coal tar or aniline group of coloring sub- 
stances, now so extensively used for the adornment of the finest fabrics. 
Uranine is said, by chemists, to be the most highly fluorescent body 
known to science. Its coloring power is astonishing; a single grain 
will impart a marked color to nearly five hundred gallons of water. 

A most interesting experiment, which anybody may try, consists in 
sprinkling a few atoms of uranine upon the surface of the water in a 
glass tumbler. Each atom immediately sends down through the water 
what appears to be a bright green roodet ; and the tumbler soon looks as 
if it were crowded full of beautiful plants. The rootlets now begin to 
-enlarge, spread and combine, until we have a mass of soft green-color- 
ed liquid. Viewed by transmitted light, the color changes to a bright 
golden or amber hue ; while a combination of green and gold will be 
realized, according to the position in which the glass is held. For day 
or evening experiment nothing can be prettier than these trials of 
uranine, which are especially entertaining for the young folks. We 
are indebted for examples of the color to the editors of the Scientific 
American^ who are sending out specimens, free of charge, to all their 
readers. The subscription to the paper is $3.20 for a year, or $1.60 
half year ; and a better investment for the money cou^d hardly be 
named. 

The Thermal Death Point of Septic Organism. — Some very 
careful experiments on this subject have lately been rehearsed to the 
Royal Society by the Rev. W. N. Dallinger. He found septic or- 
ganisms living after exposure to a heat of 250° Fahr. He says: 

* * I followed this with four more experiments, separately and suc- 
cessively made. Two of them were at a temperature of 248^, and two 
at 250° F. In both of the former, at the end of nine or ten hours, the 
complete organism in full vigor could be seen ; and in one of the cases 
it was discovered still in the condition shown at Plate 2, and watched 
until the organism had attained the condition indicated in Plate 2. 

But in the two latter instances (heated up to 250°) the living form did 
not appear during the six days following, although repeatedly looked for. 

I concluded** therefore, that the temperature of 250® F. was the limit 
of endurance which the spore of this form could bear by this method 
of heating." 

Boiling water, therefore, would not destroy these germs. — Lan, &* Clin. 

Prof. Dolbeur's Experiments, says £cs Mondes, appear to equal 
anything in TyndalPs illustrations of the same phenomenon— sound 
waves. He takes a tube of any material, one to two inches in diame- 
ter and fourteen or more inches long ; on one of the ends he applies a 
membrane of silk paper, fine ribbon, or gold-beater's skin, and in its 
centre fixes with gum a piece of looking glass, not above one-eighth of an 
inch square, with the reflecting side turned outward. When dry, it is 
turned to the sunlight, the open end of the tube is put in the mouth, hold- 
ing the other end in such a manner that the rays of light reflected may fall 
upon a white wall or on a sheet of paper. If the operator then speaks 
or sings into the tube, the regular motion of the ray of light presents 
very pleasing and regular designs, differing only according to the in- 
tensity of the sound. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULJE. 

Salicylic Acid in Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria. — Dr. Pow- 
nall, in British Medical Journal^ says : For the last three years I have 
used, with unvarying success, the salicylic acid suspended in mucilage 
in both mild and severe forms of scarlet feyer, and have seen the throat- 
symptoms and fever rapidly abate and the patients make rapid recov- 
eries. On being called to a case, I have given doses varying from five 
to ten grains every two hours until the throat-symptoms and fever 
abated, and find that little patients for whom we can do so little, when 
obliged to use the mop or brush to the throat, experience no inconveni- 
ence in taking this medicine, which, being simply in a state of suspen- 
sion, has a chance of (at least some portion of it) remaining on the 
throat, and so acting as a topical remedy, whilst the remainder acts as 
an invaluable antipyretic. The success in cases of scarlet fever has 
led me to try the same remedy for diphtheria ; and I am happy to say 
that in the most virulent cases of diphtheria, I have seen the pellicle 
broken up and the diphtheritic patch removed in a most marvelous 
manner. Indeed, since the use of salicylic acid in diphtheria, I have 
not seen one fatal case, although several were of a very dangerous 
type. It is but fair to say that, in diphtheria, my mode of action is 
giving the salicylic every four hours, and tinctura ferri perchloridi (P, 
B.) alternately with it. 

I append the form I use : 

R Acidi Balicylici 3 i. vel. 3 ij- 

ByruDi simplicis z iv. 

Mucflaginis tragacanthi ¥ i. 

TinctursB aurantU ^ ^^* 

Aquffio. 8. ad ^ vi. 

Flat mlstura. Capiat 5 iv 2di8 horris. 

Treatment of Deep Sinuses by Villate's Mixture. — Several 
deep sinuses have recently been under treatment in the surgical service 
in which no necrosed bone could be found, but which proved intrac- 
table to heal. Villate's mixture was tried first of half strength, then of 
full strength. In some of the cases it proved of value, in others it failed 
p>artially or completely. The case in which it proved of most service 
was one of deep sinuses in the neighborhood of the hip-joint. The 
original composition of the mixture was : 

B liq. jplumbi subaeet, ,^ J. 

Zinci Bulph. crvst., ' 

Cuprisulph. cryst.^ aa z«8. 

Acetl vim albi, fl. gvjss. 

This mixiure was injected once a day, and proved a more satisfactory 
application than any other. Some patients complained of severe pain, 
others felt but slight inconvenience from it. — New York Medical Jounud. 

Diabetes. — Ammonium phosphate has been found useful in dia- 
betes. It has been used in 18 gr. doses three times per day. The 
sugar disappears from the urine, and the strength of the patient rapidly 
returns. 
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Toothache Drops. — Mr. J. Merson, L. D. S., states, in the 
British Journal of Dental Science, that acute pain can be often sup- 
pressed by pungent aromatics, just as we know essential oils are popu- 
lar rememes for tootb-ache, as aie creasote, papers, spirits, etc. But 
better still, he tells us that combined with chloroform and aconite, they 
will prevent the pain of tooth extraction. Hundreck of patients told 
him they did not feel the pain. Here is his formula for a local anaes- 
thetic to supercede chloroform, ether, etc. 

B Chloioformpur ^ }^« 

Tr. aooniti 3 ifi, 

Tr. ci^Mioi 5 j. 

Tr.pyretbri z 88. 

01. caryoph $ 8S. 

Gum camph 3 88; M. 

The tooth and surrounding £ums are to be previously dried, and four or 
five drops of this applied wim cotton wool. Then without delay use the 
forceps, but the instrument must be warmed. This is most important. 
We have felt the pang of the cold steel, and, whether the anaesthetic or 
not be used, agree as to the propriety of using warm instruments. For 
toothache, a pellet of cotton wool soaked in the above may be in- 
troduced into the cavity, and is said often to give speedy relief. — Boston 
Journal 0/ Chemistry, 

Anti*cmetics« — 

R Subnitrate of bismuth. . . . gr v 

Give every half hour. Particularly suited to nausea attending the 
diarrhoeas of children. 

Carbolic Acid as an Anti-emetic— The formula of Prof. Davis, 
of Chicago, for using carbolic acid as an anti-emetic is the following : 

ft Crsrstal. carbolic add .......... M fQ 

Qlyoerine j 88 

Tine, opii ** j 

Water.. " as M 

Dose, twenty drops every half hour until vomiting ceases, theft every 
two hours. 

Ipecac as an Anti-^emetic.-- 

ft Fluid ext ipecac gtt x 

Water |U M 

Dose, one teaspoonful every half hour. 
Calomel as an Anti-emetic*-' 

ft Calomel gr (J 

Divide into eight powders, sprinkle one on the tongAie every half 
hour for a few doses. 

Podophylin.--Df. Loyd, at Pharmaceutical Association, fiaid: 
That as a rule the whiter the color of podof^ylin the betler. All shades 
can be made and yet be pure; the first percolate produces a darker 
podophylin than a later ofle. 
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The following was handed us by a friend who has long used it success- 
fully in his £uiiily : 

Relief for Djrspepsia.-— 

B Oil peppermint 10 drops 

White BQffar^ 1 drachm 

Pul-v^rlEei rfael 2 " 

Boda(piire) 2 " 

Waiter 6 ouneeci 

Brandy 2 '* 

Rttb oil pq}|)errainc and sugar first together, then add other ingre- 
dients. 

Dose : Adults, one tablespoonful after meak ; children, half to one 
teaspooaful. 

Should the prescribed dose disturb the bowels too much, lessen it; 
only take enough to correct the stomach, which it will do almost in- 
standy. 

The Use of Ipecac ia Labor. — Dr. J. H. Carriger, of 
Knoxville, Tenn., {New York Medical Journal), says: I believe it 
will at last be conceded that we have in ipecacuanha an oxytocic, po- 
tent, and safer than ergot for both mother and child, because it stimu- 
lates the uterus into a more nearly normal action, and at the same time 
facilitates dilation of the rigid os, a circumstance making it useful in a 
large number of cases which would otherwise be slow and tedious, and 
in which the endurance of the patient is liable to become exhausted by 
prolonged and efficient pains. In cases of this kind I have found it 
prompt in promoting dilation, prompt in changing the character of the 
pains, when diey were of the cutting, sawing, and inefficient kind, 
rendering them forcible, expulsive, and at the same time much more 
bearable than they had previously been, and thus hastening the period 
of convalescence and of safety. 

[He gives two grains at a dose, and repeats if necessary. — Eds.] 

Perehloride of Iron as a Topical Application for 
Chancre.— In an article on iron, in die DictUmnaire Encydopedique 
des Sciences Medicales M. RoUet gives the following formulae for 
topical use in cases of chancre : 

K Aquae ^ ^4. (24 grammes). 

Ferri perchloridl.. 5 iij. (12 '' ). 

Acididtricl 3 i. ( 4 " ). M 

And : 

B Aeidf hydroc^or. ] 

Aeidi citrici faa 3 1. ( 4 grammes). 

Ferri perchlorfdi. J 

Aqiue distilUitse | i. (^2 " ). M 

DyMnetionrhoea — The followii^ formula has been recommended 
as peculiarly adapted to cases of dysmenorrhcea dependent upon ner- 
vous hyperesthesia with a contraction of muscular fiber : 

ft Tino. macrotya. 

Tine. puJsatUla aa 'zm 

Water .; 3iv M 

A teaspoooful three or four times a day, commencing a week before 
the expected period, and continuing until it is fully established. 
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Suggestons for Treating Swollen Fingers. — A writer to the 
Medical Titnes, London, says: For two or three years past I have used 
a piece of India-rubber finger-stall in fissures and slight cuts of the 
fingers ; and for twelve monSis or more I have used it in cases of thick- 
ening or deposit around the joints of the fingers after injury, with great 
relief to the patient. It has seemed to me that the brown finger-stalls 
of pure rubber are better than the black or vulcanized. 

A piece of tubing may be cut into lengths of about an inch or an inch 
and a half. One of diese can be slipped over the joint by the patient 
himself, after he has been taught how to do it. It should be worn 
constantly, day and night. The patient will soon learn how to roll it 
off, and reapply it after washing his hands. When it has become too 
loose to give the necessary support, another length can be taken. 

Neuralgia. — In a case of intense neuralgia in a delicate female, in 
the eye and temporal region, in which the patient had an idiosyncrasy 
against opiates, the following prescription gave relief in two hours. 
Apply chloroform locally as a revulsive, and : 

, R Tine, aconit gtts xij 

Bromide of ammonium ? J 

Camphor water %] M 

Give one third, or about a tablespoonful every hour. 

Carya Oliviformis {Pecan nut), — Dr. W. D. Hunt, of Kentucky, 
writes : 

' * Having cases demanding astringents in their treatment, and none 
at hand, I was reminded of the peculiar astringent property of the intra 
lining of the fruit of the carya oliviformis (pecan nut), from which I 
prepared a tincture. Having tried it, I found it to be almost a sine 
qua non in the treatment of any inflammatory condition of the fauces ; 
also in diarrhoea, especially that of infants, as an adjuvant to the chalk 
mixture." 

Rheumatism in Scrofulous Subjects. — 

R Com. tine, cinchona 5 vj 

Tine* phitolacca ^iU 

Iodide potassium ^ ss M 

Dose a teaspoonful three or four times per day. Useful also in noc- 
turnal syphilitic pains, and in the eruptive affections of both secondary 
and tertiary syphilis. 

Cascara Sagrado, etc. — It is affirmed that Cascara Sagrado and 
the plant known as Rhamus Purskiana are one and the saQie thing ; 
i^^i'aXyerba reuma dixA frankenia grandifolia are the same ; and that the 
Mountain or Oregon Grape^ of California, and the Bet^erU 'aquifolium 
are identical. 

Hot Water and Creosote as an Anti-emetic. — In some cases 
of bilious vomiting wherein the stomach has been thoroughly emptied, 
we have stopped the most obstinate vomiting by the application of mus- 
tard to the epigastrium, and administering a glass of water as hot as it 
could be borne containing one drop of creosote. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 




THE NEW MED I GAL COLLEGE, 

For maoy years suggestions have reached us from all portions of the 
South, relative to the establishment, in the city of Atlanta, of a first 
class Medical College. 

Theestablishment of another Medical Institution in the face of the 
assertion, so often made, that too many schools already exist, has not 
been determined upon without careful and mature deliberation, and hns 
not beenprompted by any spirit of opposition to other schools. True 
emulation and honorable competition in the effort to increase the facili- 
ties and elevate the standard of medical education in the Southern sec;- 
tion of the Union, are deemed worthy and laudable motives, 

The central position of Atlanta; its accessibility ; its favorable location 
as a financial and commercial centre, together with its exemption from 
devastating epidemicR to mar its prosperity, or disturb its enterprises, 
all combine in a peculiar degree to fit our citty for the high position, to 
which she is destined to attain, of a great medical centre of the South. 

Taking this view of Atlanta's future, the founders have, in connection 
with some of the most distinguished citizens of Georgia, formed a Board 
of Trustees and procured a Charter. The Trustees will, at an early day, 
organize and proceed to elect suitable gentlemen as a Faculty for tlie 
Institntion, wnich will be known and recognized as the Southen Med- 
ical College. 

It is the desire of the Trustees to embrace in the curriculum of studies 
to be taught in the Institution those of the best organized Medical 
Schools of the country, and have, therefore, determined upon the fol- 
lowing Chairs : 

/Vo/eMor«/W/>8.— 1. The Theory and Practice of Medicine ; 2. General 
and Pathological Anatomy ; 3. The Principles and Practice of Surgery; 
4. Ophthalmic Surgery and Diseases of the Ear and Throat ; 6. Physi- 
ology and Hygiene ; 6. Materia Medica, Medical Pharmacy and Thera- 
peutics; 7. Dermatology and Medical Literature; 8. Chemistry and 
Toxicology; 9. The Principles and Practice of Obstetrics, Clinical 
Gynaecology and Medical Ethics ; 10. Diseases of Women and (-hildren 
and Oi)erative Gyneecology; Demonstrator of Anatomy ; Assistant De- 
monstrator of Anatomy. 

In addition to the alJove, which will constitute the Faculty proper. 
Clinical Ijectures will be given by the Professors, and competent medical 
gentlemen will be appointed to lecture upon important collateral 
branches, lis follows : 

Lecturers.— A Lecturer on Medical Botany and Indigenous Remedies 
of the United States ; A Lecturer on G en i to-Urinary and Venerial Dis- 
eases ; A Lecturer on Minor Surgery and Assistant to Professor of 
Surgery ; A T^ecturer on Electro-Therapeutics. 

It will be seen that it is the design to cover the entire ground occu- 
pied hy the mopt advanced Medical Colleges of this country. 

The Trustees, we learn, will, between the 1st and 10th of March next, 

Eroeeed to elect Teachers to the Chairs above mentioned, that they may 
ave ample time to prepare for the opening of the College next Fall. 
We are reouested to say that, for the present, applicants for Chairs, 
and parties desiring information, may address the Managing Editor of 
this Journal, who consents to act qs Corresponding Secretary of the 
Board for the time being. 
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OUR JOURNAL, 

At the risk of being considered fickle, we have resumed the single 
page form in our Journal. It was found best to do so on account of 
the extra and unnecessary trouble which the double column gave the 
printer. 

The type in the present Journal is better and is one size smaller, which 
with the eight pages added, more than compensates for difference in size 
of page. 

In all respects we think the present Journal is a decided improvement. 

Our list should now rapidly increase. See our premium offer 

DEA2H OF DR. IV, Z. ATLEE. 

At a regular meeting of Abingdon Academy of Medicine, held in the 
office of Dr. H. M. Grant, the following preamble and resolutions on the 
death of Dr. Washington L. Ao'lec, of Philadelphia, Pa., were re- 
ported and unanimously adopted, the death of Dr. Atlee having been 
announced in appropriate remarks by Dr. W. F. Barr : 

Whereas, it has pleased the Great Physician of the Universe to re- 
move from this world, the field of his usefulnesSf our highly-esteemed 
and worthy friend, Washington L. Atlee, M. D., of Philadelphiai Pa., 
an Honorary Fellow of the Abingdon Academy of Medicine ; 

1. Besolved, That it is with deep and unfeigned regret that we 
chrbilicle his death — for the world has lost one of its greatest and best 
medical and surgical philosophers, teachers and practitioners ; the city 
in which he lived, one of its best citizens ; the Medical Profession, one 
of its most faithful and laborious members ; this Academy of Medicine, 
one of its most prominentand highly-esteemed Fellows ; and his family, 
its noble, kind and affectionate head. 

2. Resolved, That we tender the bereaved family of the deceased our 
sincere condolence and heartfelt sympathy in the hour of their great 
affliction. 

3. Resolved, That a copy of the preamble and resolutions be sent to 
the editors of the Abingdon Standard and Virginian^ the Virginia 
Medical Monthly^ the ^uthem Medical Record^ the Philadelphia Med- 
ical News, and Medical and Surgical Reporter, witii the request that 
they publish the same, and also that a copy of the same l>e forwarded 
to the family of the deceased. W. F. Barb, M. D., 

Geo. E. Wiley. M. D. 
H. M. Grant, M. D., 

OommUee. 
Abingdon, Va., December 2, 1878. 

THE LA TE THOMAS H PO WERS, 

An obituary notice of the above distinguished individual was crowded 
out of our last issue. 

He was a leading member of the celebrated firm of Powers ^ Weight- 
man, of Philadelphia. As manufacturing chemists, this firm nave 
established a world-wide reputation. 

*^ In looking over the characteristic traits of Mr. Powers, the one 
which stands out boldly, and which, without doubt, made him so suc- 
cessful jn every enterprise, whether in itusiness or charitable pursuits, 
was his wonderful penetration and foresight. His fondness and apti- 
tude for detals was remarkable. When a new matter was presented, 
he instinctively grasped the subject in its entirety, apecifving all the 
elements of success, and pointing out the principal obstacles to its ac- 
complishment. And this was true, not only as to the details of the 
immense business which he conducted, but applied as well to the needs 
of the poorest of the objects of his almost lioundless charity. '' 

The death of Mr. Powers occurred on 20th of Novemlier, at the age 

of 67. 
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COMPLIMENTS. 

We trust we shall be excused for an occasional allusioB to what our 

friends say of us, or rather of our Journal. The oompliments received 

are so man^, that we have to deny ourselves the pleasure of special 

acknowledgment to the kind authors, and only mention one with 

our thanks, as a representative of the others. 

A medloal brother of Texas writes :—* 'Editors of The Record: I 
have been a subscriber to six or seven Medical Journals, all of which 
ave good and fully worth the subscription price ; but I will say for you, 
without flattery, that The Recobd is the iiest Journal for the busy 
practitioner I have ever seen. There is greater variety, less redundancy, 
and more practical information to the square inch than I have found in 
and other publication. I gladly renew my subscrption. I will con- 
tinue to advocate the claims of your Jouroai. No practitioner should 
be without it'' 

Such expressions from our readers ftimish gratifying evidence that 
our labor has not been in vain, and that the ol]t{ects of The Record, as 
proclaimed years ago, are being accomplished. These objects are: * * 
* First, to lay before the profession the truths of medical science, as 
they are being developed m>m month to month, in a condensed form for 
practical use Second, to furnish an independent medium through 
which our medical brethren, especially in the South, may commuoicate 
gems of thought and experience now lost to medical literature. Third, 
to bring before our readers items of science, and all the new improve- 
ments In therapeutics, instruments, etc. Fourth, to call attention to 
standard works of authors, that they may read and be instructed 
thereby. 

With these obfeots in view, we are satisfied our readers will extend to 
us and to the Record their aid and influence. We solicit original 
articleSy reports of societies, clinics, news, etc., of interest to m^ical 
readers. Country physicians are especially invited to communicate their 
experience through the Record. 

VICKS FLORAL GUIDE. 

This annual visitant again greets us with its cheerful and beautifully 
illustrated pages. A neat little work of 100 pages, a large number 
of attractive illustrations and one very beautiful colored flower plate. 

There is a ftill description of all the flowers and vegetables known in 
this country. A Ave cent stamp will secure this neat little work. 
Address Jas. Vick, Rochester, N. Y. 

INDEX MEDIC US. 

Dr. Jno. 8. Sillings, Surgeon U. 8. Army, and Br. Robert Fletcher, 
M. R. C. S. Eng., have commenced the publication of a monthly 
classified Record of the cturent medical literature of the world. The 
titles of vaJuable original articles in medical Journals and society tran- 
sactionfl will be given, and the places where found, etc. Also descrip- 
tion of new books, with slse, price and illustrations. 



OUR PREMIUM. 

C. HSNRi Leonard's Day Book is ofiTered as a premium for two new 
subscribers to the Records It is most convenient and valuable for the 
practitioner. Bee ticonard's advertisement 

Dr. H. F. Babcock, of Oakland) California, died on 27th ult. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 

REST AND PAIN.— A Course of Lectures on the influence of me- 
chanical and physiological rest in the treatment of accidents and sur- 
Kical diseases, and the dignostic value of pain, delivered at the Royal 
Ck)llege of Surgeons of England in the years of 186(M}2, by John Hill- 
Ion, F. R. S., F. R. C. S., surgeon extraordinary to her majesty the 
Queen, consulting surgeon to Guy's Hospital, late President of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England, professor of anatomy, etc., 
Edited by W. H. A. Jacobson, F. R.C. S., assistant surgeon to Guy's 
Hospitjil. Second Edition: New York, Wm. Wood & Co., Publishers. 

This is a volume of 287 pages, neatly gotten up and illustrated with 

numerous cuts. The lectures are able in style and eminently practical, 

containing much useful information not found in systematic works on 

surgery. 

NOTES ON THE TREATMENT OF SKIN DISEASES, by Robert 
Leveing, A. M. M. D., Cantab. F. R. C. P.. London ; late physi- 
cian and lecturer to Middlesex Hospital, and physician in charge of 
the Skin Department. Fourth edition, revised and enlarged.—New 
York, William Wood, publisher, 27 Great Jones street, 1878. 

A snug little volume of 123 pages, containing a condensed view of the 
Anatomy of the Skin, Etiolog3^, Treatment, Classification, etc., of Skin 
Diseases, with definition of terms and numerous valuable formulae. 

ESSENTIALS OF CHEMISTRY, INORGANIC AND ORGANIC, 
FOR THE USE OF STUDiflNTS IN MEDICINE, by R. A. Will- 
haus, A. M., M. D.r Prof, of Chemistry in University of Vermont, 
etc.— New York, William Wood & Co., publishers, 1879. 

This little work is exceedingly valuable to the medical student, and 
as furnishing to the physician and student of chemistry a condensed 
review of the science. 



AD VER TISEMENTS. 

Our readers are requested to notice careftilly the Advertisements. 
The advertising index on first cover page will enable you to find any 
one of them at a glance. There are a number of new advertisements in 
the present issue, to^wit : 

C. Henri Leonard, Physician's Day Book ; J. B. Lipplncott ; Ludden 
& Bates ; Trommer Extract of Malt Company ; McKesson & Bobbins. 

Others have changed their advertisements. Bead them all, and ask 
your druggist and fi'iends to patronize them. 



Receipted.— H. T. Chevis, '78 <& »79 ; W. W. Leak, '78; W. E. Broute, 
'78; T. Courtney, '79; J. W. Lee, '79; G. W. Bowling, April '79; J. 
Alexander, '78 ; O. L. Alexander, '78 : H. J. Hester, '79; Mrs. Albert 
Smith, '79; Robt. James, '79; 'John A. Gordon, '78; A. T. Park, '79; 
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'79 ; N. G. We«t. '79 ; R. H. Edwards, '79 ; R J. Mathews, '79 ; R. C. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



TYPHOID PNEUMONIA— ITS TREATMENT, ETC. 



RY ALBAN S. PAYNE, M. D., OF VIRGINIA. 



In searching for the rationale of vital actions or phenomena in dis- 
ease as well as in health, we believe with those who deem it necessary 
to begin with the nervous system, the only parts of the body, within 
our knowledge, which originate, carry forward and control action. 
Nerves first affected, then necessarily follows the affection of the vital 
actions or functions dependent on nerves. In other words, it is our 
opinion that the poison of miasmata acts primarily on the nerves, and 
through them secondarily on the sanguiferous system, producing a 
blood poison. 

The first visible change in inflamed parts is allowed by all to be re- 
laxation of the capillaries of the part inflamed, but there must be pre- 
viously to this relaxation, an injury to the nerves supplying these ves- 
sels, for when there is a loss of action (tonic contractions), there must 
be a loss of nervous power, and in cases of inflammation not ending in 
resolution, the loss of nervous power is so great that disorganization 
ensues, followed by suppuration or death of the whole of the part in- 
flamed. In fevers we have the same phenomena, but the capillary 
relaxation is general, and less in degree. We trust that every practi- 
tioner at this day is informed of the existence of two almost independ- 
ently acting systems of nerves, called the **cerebro-spinal " and the 
** ganglionic," 3r "organic nerves"; the former, capable of thought. 
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sensation and voluntary motion ; and the latter, presiding over the 
functions of organic life. All the functions of the organism are per- 
formed through the agency of the capillaries ; hence the par vagum, 
or great sympathetic, is the nerve of the capillaries, and hence it is this 
nerve which is primarily injured in all inflammations and fevers. And 
we believe that in all sthenic inflammations and inflammatory idiopa- 
thic fevers it is this nerve alone; whilst asthenic or typhoid diseases of 
every grade have superadded a similar affection of the cerebro-spinal 
system. We also believe that irritation is often charged to the door of 
inflammation, and whilst venesection is beneficial in inflammation, it is 
equally prejudicial in irritations. 

Dr. Hasbrouch very sensibly says : * * As a general fact, inflamma- 
tion of serous tissues excites more than inflammation of the cellular or 
parenchymatous structures, and inflammation of these more than that 
of the mucous. Acute inflammation of the ligaments and periosteum 
often causes intense general excitement. As a general fact, too, cases 
of the highest excitement admit safely of a higher grade of vascular 
action than those in which it is more moderate ; or in other words, the 
force of the heart's action, judged by the pulse, will need to be reduced 
lower in inflammations of some tissues and organs than in others. A 
pulse, for instance, which might be allowable in pleuritis would demand 
bleeding in pneumonia, or bronchitis, and decidedly so in muco- 
enteritis, or dysentery. We would reduce the pulse lower in inflamma- 
tion of the brain than in that of the lungs, or liver." 

Bpt why this difference, if bleeding be practiced solely to bring 
within a certain limit the heart's vis a tergo ? Why will a certain force 
in the heart inject seriously the capillaries of one organ and not of ano- 
ther — of the mucous tissue and not of the serous ? We can explain the 
fact in no other way than by supposing that some organs and tissues are 
naturally more lax, and the capillaries more easily distended than they 
are in others. 

We have often heard teachers of medicine and others speak of bleed- 
ing in connection with puerperal peritonitis, phrenitis, pericarditis 
(when it could be ascertained to exist) and iritis, as if alone it could 
arrest the inflammation, and the more blood was drawn the surer was 
the cure. It was not understood that we can bleed our patients into, 
as well as out of inflammations, and even apoplexies. Supposing we 
have a case of acute meningitis, idiopathic, or following an injury, 
with the unusually accompanying high vascular excitement, and we 
bleed and bleed again, until the pulse sinks down to or below the stand- 
ard of health, and the inflammation be unsubdued. We apply cold to 
the head, or blisters to the neck. The bowels move freely, and the 
patient takes antimony, but still the pain, or delirium, the heat, intole- 
rance of light and noise, are the same. Here is a vital organ diseased; 
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must we bleed again ? If we do we shall increase the inflammatory 
congestion, by adding a general relaxation to a local one, and thus kill 
our patient. 

We said it was not understood that we could bleed patients into, as 
well as out of inflammation, or that the opposite states of repletion and 
depletion tended to the same results. There is no fact in medicine 
better established now ; and so nearly do the symptoms of exhaustion 
simulate those of sthenia, that it requires great care and sound discri- 
minating judgment to make out the true diagnosis. We are sure that 
nothing in our experience has been more difficult than to determine, in 
some cases of fever following confinement, where there has been severe 
abdominal pain, and tenderness on pressure, or a violent headache 
with ringing of the ears, flushed face, etc. , whether these symptoms 
were caused by a veritable acute peritonitis, or phrenitis, demanding, 
of course, venesection ; or by morbid sensibility of the nerves, the result 
of too great loss of blood, and requiring opium and tonic. Cases are 
not unfrequently met with of acute sthenic inflammation, with a small 
and feeble pulse, in which bleeding is quite as necessary as it is in the 
more ordinary forms, which are attended with great excitement and a 
'bounding pulse. A person, for instance, is seized in the midst of ap- 
parent health with a chill or chilHness followed by headache, pain in 
the back and limbs, irregular heat of surface, a sense of oppression and 
debility, and an apparently feeble and frequent pulse. He may have 
pneumonia, without pain or cough, or he may have inflammation of 
some other part, without the usual symptoms which are dependent 
upon the nerves of sensation. This is a case of inflammation ( injury 
to the nervous system and subsequent capillary relaxation), which, in 
its origin stands more nearly related to some general constitutional pe- 
culiarity or depravity of nervous function, than ordinary acute inflam- 
iZnations do ; and which, in its sympathetic effects upon the general 
nervous apparatus, either through the previously depraved condition of 
the general functions, or from the local force this constituttonal condi- 
tion gives it, overwhelms innervation to an extent that produces 
general inaction and consequent congestion. Bleeding is called for in 
this state of the system, but it is not evidenced by the pulse and excite- 
ment, but by the circumstances of the attack. And it is called for, 
not to prevent the heart's increased action from keeping up a disten- 
sion of the capillaries of the inflamed part, for no such increased action 
exists, but to unload the whole vascular system, even the heart itself. 
Extensive, or intense inflammation of vital organs will also sometimes 
produce this depressed or overwhelmed condition of the constitution. 
Allowing, then, for all these modifications of sthenic excitement, and 
for the occasional exceptional cases of depression occurring in some 
peculiar conditions of the general system, or in some severe inflamma- 
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tions of vital organs, it will be proper to say that the pulse is the guide* 
in the use of the lancet The force of the pulse reduced to a point 
which tells that the heart's unnatural forcing power upon the capillaries^ 
is removed, and we will have accomplished all that bleeding ever can 
accomplish. But in asthenic diseases we should recollect we have- 
an entirely different state of things. 

We have already stated, that in our view, diseases of the sthenic or 
inflammatory type have their origin in lesion of the organic system of 
nerves alone, whilst those of the asthenic or typhoid type have super- 
added a similar lesion of the cerebro-spinal system. If the lesion be 
local at first, it is propagated by sympathy ; if general, as in fevers, it 
is produced by immediate impression. Let us see how the symptoms 
will bear us out in this opinion. In sthenic diseases we have anorexia, 
white tongue, torpid bowels, hot skin, scanty urine, etc., all evi- 
dences of impaired functions of the organic system, whilst thought, 
sensation and voluntary motion, functions of the cerebro-spinal nerves, 
are comparatively unaffected. High excitement (exalted action, the 
opposite of that paralyzed condition which destroys functions and ori- 
ginates disease) may cause delirium and even convulsions; but ordina- 
rily the eye has the expression of health (perhaps a littie brightened by 
the excitement), the perceptions are clear, the muscular strength una- 
bated, and the heart beats with more than its usual force. In asthenia, 
although we have an increase of the derangement of the secretions, the 
prominent diagnostics of this condition consists in the heavy eye, op- 
pressed intellect, subdued muscular power and feeble pulse ; and closely 
connected with these is a deteriorated state of the blood. 

** At different times in the history of medicine this fact has given 
rise to the humoral pathology, many of the symptoms of typhus and of 
some chronic diseases, seeming to be inexplicable, without taking into 
consideration the attendant deteriorated condition of the circulating 
fluids." , 

But blood cannot become deteriorated without a previous failure of 
the functions of the nerves which preside over its formation. What 
part or parts of the body perform this function ? Where is the food 
converted? And what converts it into blood? Professor Meigs says ;• 
**In the heart and blood vessels, and by their lining membane." The 
heart is a muscular organ of great power, and most anatomists and 
physiologists teach that the arteries have a muscular coat, and hence- 
both must be supplied with motor nerves. We know that the heart is- 
thus supplied. And always when this supply is greatest in any organ, 
the organic nerves seem more dependent upon them than on other 
parts for their proper capabilities. In paralysis, nutrition is deficient 
and the muscles waste. This, then, is the explanation of the typhoid 
diathesis of the essential nature of typhus. Lesions of the cerebro- 
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rspinal system, added to a similar lesion of the ganglionic, and embra- 
-cing that important function of the system, the generation of blood. 
And that this function is deranged, whether situated in the endangium, 
as Professor Meigs terms it, or not, is proved, not only by the known 
impure state of the blood in these diseases, but by the inability of the 
-system to supply promptly any loss that may be produced spontaneously 
-or by venesection. The system in health has always a superabundance 
of adipose tissues from which support is drawn, in case the digestion 
of food becomes impaired, as in all acute affections. Hence in acute 
inflammatory affections, we bleed, and repeat it again and again, and 
still find a new supply ; but emaciation progresses rapidly. Not so in 
typhoid : the least blood abstracted seems to be so much lost ; nor can 
we increase the supply by stimulation ; for blood cannot be made, or 
but slowly, and emaciation progresses equally slowly. It is often 
scarcely observable until convalescence commences, or until after pro- 
tracted illness. Now, a priori, we should suppose that diseases which 
cut off the supply of blood to the system, would not be those to be 
relieved by the abstraction of any portion of it, and upon which the 
-system has solely to depend. And this is a fact proved by all exper- 
ience. Cases occasionally occur which simulate those of oppression in 
sthenia already mentioned, where in the premonitory stage the quan- 
tity of blood has not been reduced to the diminished demand for it, and 
where, by its excess, life is immediately endangered by congestion 
which will be benefitted by a cautious bleeding. In the progress of 
the disease too, if it be fever, a superimposed inflammation of some 
vital organ may, by its congestive or overwhelming effects upon the 
nervous system, produce the same effect, and the system has enough of 
the vital current left to admit of a topical abstraction. But these are 
exceptions, and the general fact remains, that typhoid diseases will not 
tolerate bleeding. Removing the injecting force of the heart (if it 
exists) will not relieve the capillaries, because the source of their power, 
the whole nervous system, is almost paralized, and left so by a corrup- 
ted condition of the blood, the result of disease of the blood-making 
function. But the excited state of the circulation in these diseases is 
without strength. The pulse is always compressible, which shows 
that the hearf s power is diminished rather than increased as it 
is in asthenia, and that it cannot exert any injurious propulsive 
force. That the heart is weakened, and that this weakness is con- 
nected with some affection of the organ, and that the state of the 
blood corresponds with the affection, is proved by the heart's softened 
condition in extreme cases. Dr. Latham says : * * There is softening 
of the heart which belongs to fevers of a typhoid type, when the mass 
of blood becomes loose and black, and uncoagulable, as if some foreign 
-ingredient or some force had operated on it so as to change its chemical 
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affinities, and destroy for the time its natural properties as blood." 

Now do not these facts go far to prove that the making of blood is i» 
some important manner connected with the heart ? We think they do« 
And this admitted, we think that there can be no doubt of the correct- 
ness of our views of the essential nature of typhoid diseases. It is pos- 
sible that the portion of the organic nerves which supplies the heart and 
its lining membranes, as also that of the arteries, and which, as we 
assume, presides over the blood-making function, should be primarily 
affected, and that the affection of the rest of the organic system, and the 
cerebro-spinal nerves also, should be secondary, as the result of im- 
poverished or deteriorated blood. But how, if this be the case, can we 
account for the comparative immunity of the cerebro-spinal system inr 
sthenic diseases in which all the secretions are deranged, implying 
an affection of the whole ganglionic system, and which should take in 
the lining of the heart as well as that of the stomach and intestines ; un- 
less the capillaries of the former hold that more intimate functional re- 
lation with the cerebro-spinal system, which we suppose they do. 

And admitting this relation as the cause of this immunity in sthenia^ 
brings us back to the cerebro-spinal lesion as the primary step in as- 
thenia. 

The mechanism of the human frame is too wonderfully, too fearfully) 
made, to run one hour, much less for three score years and ten, by- 
guess work or by chance. This being so, I hold that a certain given- 
quantity of blood must be thrown through the brain and its meninges 
by the heart in a certain given number of seconds, and any departure 
from this is necessarily a departure from a physiological state to a pa- 
thological condition, and is always evidenced by a certain train oipro- 
dromata. The patent fact being ignored, that too Utile blood circulating: 
through the brain and its appendage in a given number of seconds, as 
surely produces delirium as does too much blood circulating through 
the same parts in a given time, the ** delirium", only differing in 
character ; too much blood thrown with increased, force, producing a- 
fierce, active delirium, as in congestions of the meninges of the brain,, 
whilst too little blood circulating with enfeebled force gives rise to a low,» 
muttering, wandering sort of delirium, such as is witnessed in typhoid 
fever and typhoid pneumonia; the first to be controlled, moderated^ 
brought down by depletants; the latter to be built up and equally bene- 
fitted by stimulants to be exhibited in full doses. I am sorry to say L 
have seen ice applied to the head in cases of typhoid diseases, when 
there was already too Utile blood circulating through the brain ; and L 
always saw the case terminate fatally when this was done. In active 
delirium, no remedial agent is, in my opinion, better than bladders of 
ice; but in low, muttering delirium it is necessarily fatal, for it drives 
away from the brain the scanty supply of blood it is fed upon. 

[to be continued.] 
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VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM IN THREATENED 
ABORTION AND IN MENORRHAGIA. 



BY D. B. NISBET, M. D., OF GEORGIA. 



I send you report of two cases in which tincture viburnum was used 
with success; you can publish same if you deem it necessary. 

Cctse ist. On September 23d, 1878, I was summoned in haste to 
see Morilla , a colored woman about 32 years old, who had re- 
ceived a wound from a fall. On reaching her home I learned that 
patient, while attem{)ting to replace a rope in a well whirl, had fallen 
from the well upon the sharp-ragged edge of a rail which was driven in 
the ground near by, with one end protruding, making a wound about 
five inches long, just above pubes, penetrating as far as the muscles of 
the abdomen. The 'woman being somewhat advanced in pregnancy, 
the fall brought on strong labor pains. 

After dressing the wound with ligature and adhesive strips, I made 
examination per vaginam, found the os considerably dilated, pains con- 
tinuing regularly. I gave her : 

Thict. viburnum 3 j 

Water ozj 

with direction to take the same quantity if the pains did no cease in 

one hour. 

Calling two or three hours after, I found the patient resting very 
quietly, with pains relieved. Woman recoverd, and will soon be con- 
fined. 

Case 2d, The next case was a case of menorrhagia (excessive mens- 
truation), in which the various oreparations of iron, ergot, etc., were 
used without relief. I finally put patient on a teaspoonful tinct. vi- 
burnum, beginning with the medicine two days before her period. 
Flow was considerably diminished. Ordered her to repeat same at her 
next period, which she did with marked relief. Patient was a married 
woman ; had been married two years ; no children. After taking the 
viburnum a second time she became pregnant and will soon have 
reached full term. 

The medicine acts, no doubt, as a uterine sedative, but I cannot explain 
the action. I would be very glad if I could see something in reference 
to it in your valuable journal. 



TREATMENT OF CHRONIC TRIGEMINAL NEURALGIA. 



Dr. E. C. Seguin reported three cases of chronic trigeminal neu- 
ralgia which were cured by medicinal treatment. 

Dr. Grey inquired whedier any member had tried the galvanic cur- 
rent in the treatment of trigeminal neuralgia. He referred to a case 
reported by Niemeyer, in which cure was effected by the use of the 
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galvanic current after all other known means had failed ; ^id also to a 
case under his own care, in which violent neuralgia of the thigh was re- 
lieved by the same means and under like circumstances. 

Dr. Kinnicutt remarked that he had employed the galvanic current 
in the treatment of acute cases of trigeminal neuralgia, and that relief 
had been afforded, but it was only temporary. 

Dr. Seguin remarked that the galvanic current was a measure which 
should be used more than it was, but there were practical difficulties 
which to a very great extent rendered it unavailable. It was rare that 
the physician could spare the necessary time, or the patient meet the 
necessary expense attending that method of treatment. 

Dr. Spitzka remarked that heretofore, in cases of trigeminal neural- 
gia, when he had not been able to discover indications for treatment 
arising from reflex causes, or central disease, or constitution^ phases, 
he had told his patients that he could do nothing for them whatever ; 
but, from the results obtained in the cases reported, he should be en- 
couraged to adopt the plan recommended by Dr. Seguin. He then 
asked the following questions : 

1. What were the indications for the use of aconitia in the treat- 
ment of cases of trigeminal neuralgia ? 

2. Why was the term epileptiform used in connection with one of 
the cases reported ? 

3. Should not the diplopia, the unequal pupils, the loss of memory 
in one case, be regarded as symptoms pointing to some general central 
disease ? 

With reference to his own experience in the use of aconitia in other 
painful affections, pushing the remedy until its physiological effects were 
produced had seemed to be a rather dangerous procedure in some 
patients. 

In one case he had pushed the remedy so that it simply produced a 
slight tingling, and had not strong measures been resorted to the case 
would have terminated fatally. 

Dr. Seguin in reply stated : 

1. That he knew of no special condition which indicated the use of 
aconitia. 

2. He uses the term epileptiform because it best described the sud- 
denness with which the attacks came on. 

3. He did not believe the patient referred to had any central dis- 
ease, for he had tested him in every direction with the view to such 
discovery, and had found nothing. 

With reference to impairment of memory, it could be reasonably ex- 
pected that the memory of a man who for ten years had suffered untold 
agony, might be affected. 

The contracted pupil was upon the same side with the pain, and was 
due probably to simple irritation of the trigeminus. 

The diplopia was present only while the patient was taking medicine. 

Dr. Kinnicutt remarked that he was induced to use ergot in the 
treatment of one case of trigeminal neuralgia of eight years' standing, 
because the nitrite of amyl always produced bad effects. The results 
obtained by the use of the ergot, given in doses of one drachm and a 
half of the aqueous extract in the course of twenty-four hours, had been 
favorable. 

Dr. G. M. Beard remarked that the conclusions arrived at by the 
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author of the paper harmonized with his own convictions regarding the 
use of powerful remedies and pushing them until marked physiological 
'effects were produced. The idea was old, it was true, and there had 
:also been a reaction against it which had been carried too far. The 
principle was illustrated in the treatment of syphilis and other diseases 
in which the best results were obtained by producing the physiological 
-effects of powerful drugs. 

With regard to the use of electricity in the treatment of the disease 
under consideration, judging from his own experience, the prognosis 
•certainly was very bad, while in the treatment of ordinary trigeminal 
neuralgia the prognosis was very good. He had no recollection of 
ever having cured a case of epileptiform neuralgia by the use of elec- 
tricity. He had not been able to confirm the German case referred to, 
and regarded the result obtained there as an exception, the like of which 
might not be seen in a thousand years to come. Such was not the 
fact, however, with reference to ordinary trigeminal neuralgia. 

Dr. Beard thought all would agree that neuralgia \f as only a symp- 
tom, and that when twenty cases were treated, we might in reality be 
treating twenty different diseases. Therefore it was not safe to gene- 
ralize with reference to the action of any special remedy. 

With reference to the use of gelseminum, his custom was to begin 
with doses of from three to five drops, and gradually increase. If no 
idiosyncrasy was discovered, he ceased to fear the ill effects of the 
remedy, and did not hesitate to push its administration to full doses. 

Dr. Seguin wished to record his favorable experience in the use of 
phosphorus in the treatment of ordinary trigeminal neuralgia. He had 
obtained more satisfactory results from its use than from the use of gel- 
seminum. 

Dr. Grey remarked that he had been made aware of the danger of 
pushing powerful remedies until they produce their full physiological 
effects, and referred to cases of chorea, in which he had seen dangerous 
symptoms produced by the use of arsenic. 

Dr. Shaw shared in the opinion that pushing remedies until they 
produced full physiological effects was the true method for obtaining 
the most satisfactory results in the treatment of many diseases. 

Dr. McBride directed attention to the importance of determining that 
no cardiac disease was present in cases which were to be treated by the 
use of aconitia. — Neurological Society Reports, — N, V. Med, Record, 



THE CURE OF SCIATICA AND VIOLENT NEURALGIA 
B y HYPODERMIC INJECTIONS OF ETHER, 



BY C. G. COMEGS, M.D. 



In your number of July 6, ultimo^ I published some cures of sciatica 
by subcutaneous injections of ether. 

In two or three instances I have had occasion to prove its efficacy 
since that time ; and now will briefly state the successful use of ether by 
a well-known physician of Ottawa, Illinois. He saw the article in the 
Pharmaceutical News copied from your journal, and wrote to me Nov. 
7th, stating that, **I have suffered for two months with acute sciatica 
in the right hip and leg. I am only able to walk with a crutch, and 
still suffer much pain especially at night ; but I have not contracted the 
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* opium habit. ' I have used all the usual remedies including colchicum, 
iodide of potassium, quinine, electricity, hypodermic injections of mor- 
phia, atropine, cupping, etc. I think my case is like that of the Ken- 
tuckian which you detailed. I have been temperate, always healthy 
and engaged in active practice for twenty-five years in this place — ^have 
never been sick, until this terrible calamity overtook me. I came of a 
rheumatic family, but have never had an acute attack." 
In a letter to me dated December 25th, he says : 
** Immediately after receiving your letter, I went to my brother, a 
physician of Aurora, for treatment by ether injections. He used it ac- 
cording to your directions, inserting it back of the great trochanter of 
the right thigh ; using 20 drops the first time, 25 the second, and then 30 
drops, or a syringe full night and morning for two days longer, three 
days in all. It caused great p^ia-ler-;a-ie)v moments only, and I dis- 
tinctly tasted it in my mojidlQ\ArM 5»&/i5PQwed by an abatement of 
the pain; but Ij^eceived/ijxKner immediatel^cl^f; I was still hopping 
and using my cane tor Gkn upottT'^^T'usedjiof'more injections for fear 
of ulcers or other lora^^iopp^^gl^Cte aot mow, however), and I 
waited, growing gracMllynietter every day, uptil now I feel about 
as well as ever, do n(\ useiny cdtWf^Sia-ai^ -visiting patients as usual; 
taking a little care of i^y^^^B^lS^ ajl^wmrtg night calls. Some har- 
dening of the cellular tis§t!«.,J2u23^03L--tKe injections, but they have 
about disappeared." 

I have had recendy a violent case of neuralgia of the branch of the 
circumflex nerve of the right shoulder, as it accompanies the long head 
of the biceps into the joint. Before I saw the patient he had taken a 
free dose of morphia, and was so much prostrated by it that he had sent 
hastily in the night for a physician next door. At first when I saw him 
I used locally, water as hot as could be borne, which gave much relief; 
at the same time I gave 15 grs. of quinine night and morning with an 
ounce of whisky every three hours. Great alleviation followed this 
treatment, but no cure. Then after three days, I injected 30 drops of 
ether with the promptest relief. I followed it up twice more, at inter- 
vals of twelve hours, with complete success ; my patient resuming his 
business after a confinement of six days, and has had no relapse. 

The injections were made over the deltoid muscle on the line of 
tendon of the biceps. Neuralgia of the circumflex is often intensely 
severe in those cases of inebriation whether of the alcoholic or opiate 
character, where we cut off" suddenly and completely the stimulant : as 
great suffering as I have ever witnessed has been in such cases ; but an 
acute case of neuralgia of the circumflex of the shoulder, I have never 
seen but once, besides the case described above. 

I would have no hesitation now in using in such cases, without 
delay, the hypodermic injections of ether. 

From the anatomical relations of the circumflex nerve, we would be 
justified in believing that a rheumatismal affection of the fibrous tissues 
about the track of the tendon of the biceps would, by pressure, cause 
the ^eat suffering of the nerve, but in these cases there are no other 
manifestations of rheumatism and no fever, so, as I think, it is not ne- 
cessary to use any constitutional treatment, but simply the local appli- 
cation of ether. 

I think it may now be considered as a settled fact that the use of 
ether hypodermically, is a safe, speedy and certain relief for sciatica, 
tic douloureux, coccydinia, etc. — Lancet and Clinic, 
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ON THE USE OF CERTAIN CAUSTICS. 

[an SZTBACT of a CLINICAIj LECTTTRIS.] 



BY DAVID W. YANDELL, M.D., 
Professor of Sorgery and Clinical Surgery, University of Louisville. 



Gentlemen : You have heard in a previous part of this course that 
caustics, so-called, are neither all of equal value nor of equal applicabi-^ 
lity in practice. In selecting a caustic, therefore, let your choice de- 
pend mainly on the work you propose to set it to do. What will fulfil 
all your expectations in one case may quite disappoint you in another ; 
and yet the fault shall lie not with the caustic but with yourself — you 
having failed to select the right one, the one suited to that particular 
case. At many of our meetings you see me use one at least of half a 
dozen caustics which you will observe arranged on the surgical tray. 
Recently you witnessed me apply a hot iron to a bleeding surface. The 
wound was deep in the upper jaw ; the blood oozed rather than ran from 
a number of small vessels ; the simpler hemostatic means had failed, and 
of all agents the actual cautery was both the handiest and the most effect- 
ive for this kind of hemorrhage in this particular locality. The same day 
you saw me destroy an old and ill-conditioned ulcer in the groin, follow- 
ing a bubo, with the Vienna paste. Every little while you have the op- 
portunity to see me touch, and sometimes yourselves to touch, chancroids* 
with the fuming nitric acid. This morning, after making a ghastly wound 
in order to remove an epithelioma from the side of a man's neck, I 
mopped the entire surface of the cut with a solution of chloride of zinc. 
Quite a number of times you have witnessed the application of pure car- 
bolic acid to small surfaces of disease on different parts of the face. 
Now, the reason for varying the caustic in these different conditions isi 
to be sought in the conditions themselves. Of the several agents I 
have mentioned, each, as I have remarked, is a valuable servant in its 
way. Neither possesses all the* virtues nor all the drawbacks of the 
other. The hot iron was the easiest of application, as well as the most 
efficient for the arrest of oozing of blood consequent upon crushing^ 
through a diseased jawbone with a pair of forceps. Nitric acid is the 
'handiest, the neatest, and altogether, I think, the best caustic for de- 
stroying chancroids. I don't say that the Vienna paste is better than 
any other agent for burning refractory ulcers in the groin, but I do say 
it is qdite as good. The solution of chloride of zinc is generally they 
ceded to be the most efficient application to surfaces, especially if con- 
be extensive, from which cancerous or suspicious tumors have been 
removed. It is thought to destroy with greater certainty than any 
other agent any parts of such growths as have escaped the knife. It 
has the advantages of being cheap, manageable and of easy application- 
It was a great favorite with my lamented friend, the late Prof. Bayless. 
I remember once seeing him apply it to the seat of an enormous ence- 
phaloid tumor, which he had removed from the abdominal walls of a 
woman. The wound healed quickly, and the disease did not return 
for four years after. It fell to me to do the second operation, but both 
the knife and the zinc this time proved unavailing — the wound did not 
heal, and the patient died. Carbolic acid has, in my hands, been all 
that I could desire for checking and causing to heal the small ulcerated 
surfaces which appear at times on the faces, particularly of persons wha 
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have light or sandy hair and very thin skins, and are haunted by the 
dread of cancer. To touch these litde sores with the pure carbolic 
acid, which makes a white eschar, then to wait until this eschar falls 
off, and apply the acid a second or a third time, as the case may be, 
will usually cause the spots to heal. I have a patient, living now in 
Indianapolis, whose face is quite checkered with the white cicatrices 
•denoting the seat of former sores. I have destroyed a number of small 
superficial nsevi by the same agent. 

To-morrow I shall attack, with yet a different caustic from any I 
have named, an epithelioma situated immediately over the malar bone. 
This agent, although not altogether new, has failed to attract, in our 
•country at least, the attention which in my opinion its real merits fairly 
deserve. After a somewhat extensive trial, I feel warranted in saying 
that I am acquainted with nothing of this class which, in proper cases, 
is so efficient or trustworthy. It has quite a curious history, not unlike 
that of Ward's paste, which has enjoyed such reputation in the treat* 
ment of hemorrhoids. It, like the paste of the English charlatan, was 
purchased also from a quack. This time not by a vote of Parliament, 
but by Dr. Bell, an English physician visiting Paris, from Michel, a 
French charlatan who was plying his avocation there. The price paid 
was twenty-five thousand francs. Michel, it seems, used it for the des- 
truction of external tumors generally, and declared that it was equal to 
the removal of almost any malignant tumor which was so situated that 
the paste could be applied. He daily attacked such malignant growths 
of the breast as were detached and solitary, and where the submaxil- 
lary glands were not involved, whether open or not, this making, as he 
asserted, no difference. 

In dealing with tumors, the size say of a hen's egg, Michel laid the 
paste on the surface to the thickness of half an inch. This was followed 
by a rapid destruction of the tissues, which, the Frenchman says, is 
unaccompanied by pain after the first half hour or so. An oozing of 
-clear watery fluid occurs, which is to be carefully sopped up. In 
twelve or fifteen hours the paste is to be removed, and a fresh applica- 
tion made. This is allowed to remain on for about the same length of 
time, when the work of the caustic is regarded as complete. The 
paste is wiped off, and the excavation treated as a simple sore. I have 
not followed these directions to the letter ; but more of that presentiy. 

When Dr. Bell became possessor of the secret, he found he had paid 
quite a round sum for a compound of strong sulphuric acid and finely 
powdered asbestos — three parts by weight of the former to one of the 
latter, thoroughly rubbed into a paste. I need not tell you that both 
these substances have been known to us all for a great while. It is 
perhaps, however, fair to Michel, the charlatan, to say that the merit of 
-combining them for the purpose of making a caustic really belongs to 
him. Ward's celebrated paste, you remember, consisted of the simple 
confection of pepper, an officinal preparation of the earliest dispensa- 
tory. Dr. Bell, with that old-fashioned honesty and liberality which is 
so characteristic of our English progenitors, made public the formula 
of the French quack's paste, which, excepting the inert matter of the 
asbestos, is identical with the carbo-sulphuric paste so much used by 
Ricord in the treatment of venereal sores. Dr. Bell's revelation soon 
found its way to this country, and, seeing it, I determined to put the 
paste on trial. No druggist in this city had the powdered asbestos. 
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but Dr. Davis, one of the teachers in the School of Pharmacy here, 
suggested that the French soapstone was chemically identical with the 
asbestos, whereupon a paste was made of it -and the acid. From that 
time until now I bave used this combinatioii. It is applied inthe^me 
way with the Vienna paste, the thickness of t^e layer -depending upon 
the amount of tissue it is desired to destroy, varying, say from one-eighth 
to four-ei|hths of an inch in depth. It is spread upon the diseased 
surface with a small wooden spatula, or with the blade of a knife. It 
dries at the end of a few hours, the time varying with the depth of the 
layer and the amount of blood which oozes during its application. 
When used on a large surface, it gives rise to considerable and prolon- 
ged suffering, so much indeed that I seldom deny to the patient some 
anaesthetic. The paste should always be freshly-made. I rarely keep 
it an hour. Like the Paris plaster it is best to apply it -on a dry day, 
lest, as you will be told in another room, the great -afffinity of the acid 
for the water, causing it to absorb the moisture from the atmosphere, 
should lessen the power of the paste. For fear it should run upon the 
surrounding healthy parts, it is well to encircle the portion which you 
intend to destroy either with a good layer of tallow or collodion or 
adhesive plaster. The patient must endure the pain which succeeds 
upon his recovery from anaesthesia as best he may, unless it be so 
severe as, in your opinion, to call for an opiate. I have had patients 
tell me that they su&red for half a day. The paste when dry remains, 
unless colored by blood, a brownish white. It adheres for a varying 
length of time ; the longer it does so, the more thorough does it prove 
its application to be, and the better for the patient, since the work of 
repair goes on undisturbed beneath it. When it falls off, or grows 
loose and is removed, the sore is found, in the more fortunate cases, to 
be healthy, when simple dressing only will be required till cicatrization 
is complete. Should the ulcer, on the other hand, not present a satis- 
factory appearance, the paste must be re-applied. 

I could tell you of many quite striking cures of both lupus devorans 
and epithelioma which the Frenchman's caustic has accomplished in 
my hands ; but two must suffice for the present. 

A gentleman from a distant part of this state, with an epithelioma in- 
volving almost the whole of his lower lip, came to me, now four years 
ago. I destroyed the diseased parts most thoroughly by the paste. To 
do this involved the loss of the entire lip. Several applications were 
required. The patient recovered in good time, and has remained well. 

He covers his disfigurement with a large moustache, and prevents 
drooling by wearing a piece of lint where his lip once was. If the choice 
of means of cure had been left in this case to me, I should have selected 
the knife ; but the patient would not hear to this, and I was driven to 
the paste. I am sure he suffered more than he would have done if he 
had allowed me to use the quicker means, but the final result would 
have been no better, perhaps not so good. 

A lady, who had a lupus covering the whole of one cheek, had tried 
three different caustic applications for its relief. The sulphuric-acid 
paste thickly spread over the diseased surface effected a complete cure 
in a month. She has remained well for three years. 

When you return to your homes and meet with cases of lupus and 
epithelioma, and your minds turn to caustics for their relief, please re- 
member the estimate I place upon Michel's paste in these affections — 
the only ones in which I have used it. — Louis, Med, News, 
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THE CARE OF THE EYES. 



All are anxious to do this, but few know how effectually to do so, 
and many never think of the matter till failing eye-sight warns them 
that it is absolutely necessary. By the latter the following suggestions 
w^ill be read with interest. 

The sight in most persons begins to fail from forty to fifty years of 
age, as is evidenced by an instinctive preference of large print ; a seat 
near the window for reading is selected ; there is an effort to place the 
paper at a convenient distance from the eye, or to turn it so as to get a 
particular reflection of the light; next the finger begins to be placed 
under the line read, and there is a winking of the eye as if to clear it, 
or a looking away at some distant object to rest it ; or the fingers are 
pressed over the closed lids in the direction of the nose, to remove the 
surplus tears caused by straining. 

Favor the failing sight as much as possible. Looking into a bright 
fire, especially a coal fire, is very injurious to the eyes. Looking at 
molten iron will soon destroy the sight; reading in the twilight is in- 
jurious to the eyes, as they are obliged to make great exertion. 
Reading or sewing with a side light injures the eye, as both eyes should 
be exposed to an equal degree of light. The reason is, the sympathy 
between the eyes is so great that if the pupil of one is dilated by being 
kept partially in the shade, the one that is most exposed cannot con- 
tract itself sufficiently for protection, and will ultimately be injured. 
Those who wish to preserve their sight should observe the following 
Tules, and preserve their general health by correct habit : 

I St. By sitting in such a position as will allow the light to fall ob- 
liquely over the shoulder upon the page or sewing. 

2d. By not using the eyes for such purposes by any artificial light. 

3d. By avoiding the special use of the eyes in the morning before 
breakfast. 

4th. By resting them for half a minute or so, while reading or 
sewing, or looking at small objects ; and by looking at things at a dis- 
tance, •r up to the sky ; relief is immediately felt by so doing. 

5th. Never pick any collected matter from the eyelashes or corners 
of the eyes with the finger-nails ; rather moisten it with the saliva and 
rub it away with the ball of the finger. 

6th. Frequently pass the ball of the finger over the closed eyelids 
towards the nose ; this carries off any excess of water into the nose 
itself by means of the little canal which leads into the nostrils from each 
inner corner of the eye, this canal having a tendency to close up in 
consequence of the slight inflammation which attends weakness of the 
•eyes. 

7th. Keep the feet always dry and warm, so as to draw any excess 
of blood from the other end of the body. 

8th. Use eye-glasses at first carried in the vest-pocket attached to a 
guard, for they are instantly adjusted to the eye with very little trouble,, 
whereas, if common spectacles are used, such a process is required to 
get them ready, that to save trouble, the eyes are often strained to 
answer a purpose. 

9th. Wash the eyes abundantly every morning. If cold water is 
used, let it be flapped against the closed eyes with the fingers, not 
striking hard against the balls of the eyes. 
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loth. The moment the eyes feel tired; the very moment you are 
conscious of an effort to read or sew, lay aside the book or needle, and 
take a walk for an hour, or employ yourself in some active exercise not 
requiring the close use of the eyes. — Monthly Magazine of Fhartnacy, 



OPIUM IN PERITONITIS. 



BY R. M. HAND, M.D., OF SHUBUTA, MISS. 



No one can now claim originality in the mere use of opium in peri- 
tonitis, for it has been employed to alleviate the pain of this disease 
from time immemorial, and latterly has been more or less depended on, 
in combination with other remedial agents, as a curative agent; but I 
wish to relate two cases, one of idiopathic and one of puerperal peri- 
tonitis, in which opium alone, in very large doses, was used with the 
most satisfactory results. 

The first case I saw on the 25th of September, 1875; the patient 
was a large, robust man, about thirty years of age. I immediately 
commenced administering full doses of opium, two grains every two 
hours. This producing no sensible effect, I gradually increased the 
dose, watching closely, until nine grains were taken every two hours. 
The opium gave out during the treatment, and I substituted laudanum 
and morphia in equivalent doses. No less than this would produce 
the desired effect, that of relieving the pain and producing perfect 
quietude. This man in seven days took seven hundred and thirty-six 
grains of the drug, and made an excellent recovery. The second case, 
which I saw on the 23d of June, 1876, was a healthy multiparous fe- 
male, about thirty-five years old, who was attacked, after a recent con- 
finement, with pelvic peritonitis. I commenced, as before, with two 
grains of opium every two hours, and increased carefully until a dose 
of eight grains was reached, upon which she was kept for five days, at 
the end of which time it became necessary to diminish the dose, which 
was accordingly done in successively smaller doses as she improved, 
until the original quantity proved sufficient. She made an unusually 
early and satisfactory recovery. 

It may be objected by some that, owing to the disordered state of the 
absorbents, caused by the inflammation, the medicine was not taken 
up. I would answer such by asking, how was it that the effects were 
proportionate to the size of the dose ? If a dose of three grains pro- 
duced no effect because it was not absorbed, would not one containing 
nine grains remained unabsorbed also ? Some may be disposed to say 
that the opium used was not a good preparation ; this objection can also 
be answered very conclusively, for be it remembered that in the first 
case the opium gave out, when morphine and laudanum were substi- 
tuted. I was taught by a sad experience that the drug used in the 
-second case was an active preparation. Having occasion to administer 
it to a stout, healthy woman, suffering pain from a recent uterine dis- 
placement, I left from the same bottle ten one-grain pills, with instruc- 
tion to give one every hour until the pain was alleviated, but by all 
means not to arouse her to administer one. The caution was forgotten, 
and the two persevering relatives continued to shake and arouse her 
and force her to swallow, until she had taken seven pills, when I was 
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sent for; but the most assiduous application of the usual remedies failed 
to avert the lethal effects of the opium. 

1 am satisfied that the above treatment is the best that has yet been 
advanced for the cure of peritonitis ; yet, in recommending it, I would 
advise smaller doses to begin with and watchfulness in increasing, and 
to be on guard and ready to diminish as soon asitbeeomes necessary. 
— Med. and Surg. Reporter. 



ON THE USE OF CHLORAI^HYDRATE EN EM AT A. 



Dr. Starcke, of Berlin, has a paf>er on the employment of chloral- 
hydrate enemata in the Berliner Klinische Wachenshcriftiov August last. 
He observes that there are great prejudices, especially in England, 
against the continued use of chloral, occasioned probably by the not 
unfrequent misadventures occurring in connection with its use in habi- 
tual drunkards. Last year Dr. Starcke himself fell ill of a chronic gastric 
catarrh, with great acidity of the contents of the stomach and conside- 
rable emaciation and prostration. The principal and most distressing 
symptom, however, was persistent insomnia, only half an hour to an 
hour^s sleep being obtained at night. At the suggestion of his col- 
leagues Dr. Starcke resorted to the use of chloral, but the irritable state 
of the stomach forbade its use by the mouth, and hence he determined 
to takQ \i per rectum. An aqueous five per cent, solution of chloral 
was warmed to about 95° Fahr., of which he injected first ten grammes, 
and after a quarter of an hour a further quantity of ten grammes, so- 
that in all one gramme (fifteen and a half grains) of chloral were thus- 
taken. This was in a few minutes followed by a feeling of warmth, 
comfort and repose, and lastly by sound sleep, which lasted uninterrup- 
tedly for five hours. In this manner Dr. Starcke continued the injec^ 
tion of chloral for five months, taking in all 1 20 grammes of the drug. 
Decided convalescence set in after almost the very first dose, which was^ 
followed every morning by a sense of vigor and a desire for food, 
without any headache or other discomfort. Nor did the efficacy of the 
dose of chloral diminish, and latterly even half the quantity, /. e., o. 5 
gramme, was sufficient. Frequently the attempt was made to obtain 
sleep without resorting to the chloral, but in vain, until within the last 
month, when Dr. Starcke found he could discontinue it altogether. 
This employment of chloral /<fr rectum has decided advantages in cases 
of gastric irritability. Dr. Starcke tried twice to take it by the mouth, 
and each time it was after a few minutes rejected, and no sleep ensued. 
The absence of all unpleasant results when administered by the rectum 
is doubdess due to its undergoing no decomposition, as is generally the 
case when it comes in contact with the contents of the stomach. Of* 
course the drug should be absolutely pure. The sensation of burning 
and tenesmus which at first follows an injection, may be materially ob- 
viated by well oiling the nozzle of the syringe. And since the site of 
the tenesmus is chiefly in the region of the sphincter, contact of the 
chloral solution with this part of the gut should be avoided by passing 
the injection pipe as high up as possible. And if the injection is made 
by one's self the position on knees and elbows will be found the most 
convenient. It is also of consequence that the solution should be com- 
plete, and that it should be warmed to the temperature of the body;. 
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also that the dose required is a moderate and even small one as com- 
pared with that usually given by the mouth. Dr. Starcke has subse- 
quently used chloral in- the same way in various cases and with the same 
uniformly safe and favorable results. It seems especially applicable in 
the case of aged people, and in no case need the dose exceed one 
gramme (fifteen and a half grains). — London Med, Record, 



PHOSPHORUS, COMBINED WITH MALARIA, THE 

CAUSE OF YELLOW FEVER, 



BY THOS. W. HEWITT, M.D. 



Phosphorus is well known to exist in the sea of Southern zones, is 
dashed upon decks of ships, and can be seen there at night, and con- 
sists of myriads of animalcules carried by it. It exists among the isles 
of the Antilles, from whence yellow fever is said to come. Phosphorus 
exists on logs undergoing decay in the woods of the Mississippi Valley, 
and can be seen almost any night on the new grounds here in Arkansas 
called deadenings. It is very abundant. It is seen in the swamps 
where the water has gradually left the surface, thus exposing it by night 
and is familiarly known here as fox-fire. In the cesspools of cities and 
towns it exists, and has been manufactured from them. We know what 
malaria is. We say malaria poisons in degrees, giving grades of effect; 
but what is the poison ? Animalcules conveying the poison ? Yes ; 
but what is it ? I say, for yellow fever, it is phosporus. Can animal- 
cules carry it ? Yes; the lightning-bug carries it. Myriads of lesser 
insects carry it in the sea, and lesser still, the malaria animalcule car- 
ries it. 

Further, what is a case of yelloy fever ? It is poisoning. Take a 
case of poisoning by phosphorus. We have depression of the heart's 
action, a high internal temperature, a slow pulse ; the tongue and 
mouth are identical with yellow fever ; the stomach is exceedingly irti- 
table (gastrititis it is called) ; jaundice follows ; the urine is similar ; the 
black vomit bias been seen in the disease. Has any treatment reached 
it save an antidotal one ? I have acted upon it, and have had it to 
succeed with startling success in the few cases I have had here and in. 
this vicinity. 

I have but very badly brought to my memory the above without any 
of my notes at hand. Sir Wm. Henry Day, of London, England, is 
my authority on phosphorus poisoning, and Flint's latest edition of 
Practice of Medicine on Gastrititis. I hope you will refer to his Hae- 
maturia as well. I am anxious for you to investigate this cause, with 
a view to further proof, and do not deny it without proof. — Louisville 
Med. News, 



Permanganate of Potash.— Permanganate of potash is a val- 
uable local remedy in the treatment of erysipelas. Two grains of it 
dissolved in an ounce of water, and applied as a wash, will soon subdue 
the inflammation. Tincture of iron should be given every three hours,, 
until a cure is effected. Tincture of veratrum is the best remedy to 
subdue the fever, as it also subdues the inflammation. — Ibid, 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Alkaloids of Opium — Their Action. — The well-determined 
opium alkaloids now number sixteen. The effect of any one differs 
from the rest or from that of opium itself. Dr. Isaac Ott (Journal 
Nervous and Mental Diseases, January, 1878), reports a large number 
of experiments which, added to our previous knowledge, enable him 
to draw the following conclusions : 

1. Cryptopia is narcotic; excites and then depresses reflex action by 
an effect on the spinal cord, reduces power of motor nerves, abolishes 
sensation by an action on the spinad sensory ganglia, and lowers the 
heart^beat by an action on its muscular structure. 

2. 7%f^'«^ is a spinal convulsivant ; has no action on motor or 
sensory nerves or striated muscle. It reduces the heart-beat by an 
action on that organ, and increased blood pressure by stimulating the 
cerebral vaso-motor centers. 

3. CodeiaS& a narcotic. and spinal con vulsivant; produces a vera- 
txoid contraction of striated muscles and depresses the heart-beat by an 
action on the cardiac muscle. 

4. Chlorocodide is a tetanic agent. 

5. Apocodeia produces vomiting, coma and death. 

6. Narctine is soporific to cold-blooded animals but not to man, and 
is a spinal convulsivant. It does not destroy the motor nerves, as they 
act on thrusting a probe down the spine. It produces veratroid con- 
traction of the muscle, and reduces the heart-beat by stimulation of the 
peripheral end of the pneumogastric. 

7. Papaverine '\% narcotic and convulsivant; the convulsions being 
partly spmal and partly peripheral, the latter, it is highly probable, 
from an action on the muscle. It diminishes the heart's contractions 
by peripheral action on the cardio-inhibitory apparatus. It also cajoses 
veratroid contraction of the muscle. 

8. NarcotiTU is non-narcotic, and a spinal convulsivant ; produces 
veratroid contraction of striated muscle and is a very active agent to 
decrease the beats of the heart by an action on cardiac muscle. 

9. Cotarnine is soporific, and paralyses, like curare, the motor nerve. 

10. Hydro-cotamifu is narcotic and convulsivant. 

11. Hydro-chlorate of Cotarnamic Acid \s a convulsivant, and para- 
lyzes the pneumogastric. 

12. Laudanosine and Laudanine are tetanic agents. 

13. Morphia is a narcotic and spinal convulsivant, It produces 
veratroid contraction of muscle and reduces the heart-beat. 

14. Oxymorphia has an action like morphia, only weaker. 

15. Apomorphia is an emetic; excites and reduces spinal reflex exci- 
tability, and diminishes the number of cardiac contractions. 

16. Meconine is narcotic to cold-blooded animals, but not in doses of 
two grains by the stomach in man. It causes hyperaesthesia and para- 
lysis of voluntary motion with general relaxation. ' It also produces a 
veratroid contraction. 

The opium alkaloids all have a dominant action on the nervous 
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:«ystem, causing first increased, exaggerated functions and, if the dose 
is large enough, a paralysis of them. In the warm-blooded animals 
this action is both on the spinal cord and cerebrum. — Detroit Lancet, 

Oxalate of Cerium in Chronic Cough. — Dr. James G. La Roe, 
Jr., of Greenpoint, L. I., writes: **In the Medical Record bearing 
<late May 25, 1878, and credited to the Practitioner^ is a short article 
on the use of oxalate of cerium in chronic cough. It is highly lauded 
by Thomas Clark, L.R.C.P., etc. In doses of five grains, we are 
told, it is a good sedative, and hence its usefulness in lung troubles. 
Its virtues in stomach complaints are fully appreciated. In the intract- 
able vomiting of pregnancy I have found it the x^vatdiy par excellence. 
It struck me, however, that the dose was rather large. Two-grain 
doses, in my hands, have done the tranquilizing work desired, I had 
heen treating a lady whose phthisical cough was a source of great wor- 
riment to me. Everything suitable to the case was tried, but to no 
effect The cough was incessant, and wore her completely down. 
The drugs which had served her so well hitherto refused now to give 
her even partial rest As I never tried it in lung troubles, I determined 
to give the oxalate of cerium strictly according to directions. Five 
grains were ordered to be taken a half hour before rising. The result 
was, my patient was unable to get out of bed until late in the after- 
noon. That the drug was a sedative admitted of no doubt, for Mrs. 
L. did not gain her full senses until the time indicated. She described 
herself as having been in a stupor all day. The reaction, seemingly, 
made her cough as bad, if not worse than before. Altogether, the 
-effect was rather unpleasant Of course, her memory as to whether 
she coughed meanwhile went for nothing. It was beyond her power 
to grasp any fact until the profound sedative action had passed away. 
I was anxious to see if these feelings would be repeated, and so pre- 
vailed on her to try once more. The same result occurred again. 
'That the dose was too large was very manifest. Equally suggestive 
was the thought that its true vocation was in a smaller quantity. It 
required not a little persuasion to get Mrs. L. to try still further. I 
only succeeded after declaring I would desist after this trial. I directed 
half a powder to be taken in the same manner as before. The sequela 
was all that could be desired ; I was fully repaid for my persistency. 
My patient did not cough the remainder of the day, and felt very 
grateful in consequence. She took the medicine several times more, 
not waiting to be told to do so. Since then, the oxalate of cerium has 
done duty several times in Mrs. L.'s case, and with the greatest satis- 
faction, as before. 

** In one other case, within a few weeks past, and of precisely the 
same nature, I ordered the drug to be taken in three-grain doses. The 
finale was in every way gratifying." — N, V. Med. Rec. 

Brunella Vulgaris. — ^This plant is known by the common names 
of self-heal, heal-all, or wild hop, belonging to the mint family, growing 
by the wayside in low ground, and quite plentifully in the northern part 
of Ohio. It flowers in July and August with a blue blow. The plant 
is the part used. It is not used as a medicinal agent by the profession 
in the United States, as far as I can ascertain. I have used it exten- 
sively for three years, and find it to contain medical properties of great 
value. 
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My attention was first called to the plant in a case of profuse flow of 
lochia after labor, that gave me a great deal of trouble, and would not 
yield to the old treatment, but immediately stopped when put on an infu- 
sion of the brunella. I have since used it in many cases of excessive 
menstruation, where the discharge is of a light color. I use it in uterine - 
leucorrhoea internally, and all diseases peculiar to the female, and think 
I know what I am saying when I say it has no equal in discharges of 
mucus mixed with blood. 

In an obstinate case of gonorrhaea in a male that fell into my hands 
to treat, the brunella cured in a short time by giving internally. And 
now I speak of the disease that so many are glad to get relief from, if ' 
not a permanent cure, catarrh. I am treating cases of this disease with 
the plant to my entire satisfaction, by using internally and as a wash. 
The dose that I use is : 

Brunella • 5 j. 

Water 3 iv. 

A teaspoonful every three hours. Of an infuson : 

Brunella ^ ss. 

Boiling water Oj. 

Dose f^ss. every three hours. 

I have used it mosdy in infusion, but have good results from the - 
tincture. 

I have given a few hurried cases in which I have used this plant, not 
from any selfish motive of my own, but for the good of the profession, 
hoping it may be the means of relieving some poor sufferer. — Z>r, Rey- 
nolds, — Ec. Med, Journal. 

Tubercular Meningitis in the Adult. — ^The more ordinary 
symptoms that mark the invasion of tubercular meningitis in the adult, 
may be summarized as follows : 

1. Headache is the most invariable symptom, seldom, if ever, ab- 
sent. 

2. Vomitings constipation 3,1x6. fever are present, attended by no char- 
acteristic rash. 

3. Peculiarity of temper and conduct, occasional confusion of ideas*- 
and slight transitory delirium, are also symptomatic of this disease. 

4. General muscular pains, followed first by stiffness and then by 
slight paralysis, as shown in the imperfect co-ordination of the muscular 
movements in tremblings and in twitchings. The pain and stiffness are 
first felt in the nape of the neck, and then in the muscles of the back. 

5. Slight epileptiform convulsions are obserzfed, followed by parcdysis of 
the limbs or parts convulsed; this paralysis being most usually of a transi- 
tory or temporary kind. Among the characteristic and most frequently 
noticed paralyses are those affecting the optic commissure and oculo- 
motor tracts, causing a slight internal squint, with dilated inactive 
pupil of one eye, with drooping of the same eyelid and paralysis of the 
facial nerve upon one side. The paralysis of the limbs is usually a 
hemiplegia: still it seldom affects all the muscles and its progress is- 
gradual. Co-ordination of movement is seldom perfect in the limbs* 
which recover. 

6. Hyperaesthesia of the skin generally appears, with peculiar 
mental phenomena; as obstinate and unaccommodating conduct, al- 
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tered temper and attitude of dogged resistence. Very little nourish- 
ment is voluntarily taken. The retracted abdomen and the aspect of 
the patient, with half-open eyelids or some slight paralysis of these be- 
comes highly diagnostic. 

7. Continual drowsiness is observed. The patient shrinks from all 
-disturbance and shrieks out when roused sufficiently to move or perform 
voluntary acts. From this drowsiness, the step to coma and death is 
seldom many hours distant. — British Med, Journal, 

Experiments v^ith Antiseptic Dressings. — Dr. Bradford re- 
'Centiy showed at a Boston Medical Society some specimens of meat 
-done up in different dressings, and said that it was admitted that the 
main principle in surgical dressings consisted in the prevention of pu- 
trefaction of the discharges and dead organic matter about the wound. 
There had been a number of experiments as to the relative value of 
-different antiseptics, but few, if any, as to the protective power of dif- 
ferent dressings. 

A piece of meat dissected from a freshly killed kitten and put into a 
."bottle which had been rinsed out with carbolic acid (i to 20) putrefied 
in three days. This was the case in a bottle corked and in one left 
open. A piece of fresh meat placed uncovered on a table at the side 
•of the bottles dried up, and eleven days later gave no odor. A piece 
•of flesh wrapped in water dressing became foul in three days. Flesh 
•<iissected out under spray and placed in a Lister dressing (antiseptic 
gauze), at the end of three weeks was found perfectly fresh not being 
-at all dried. Flesh wrapped up in lint wet with terebene, at the end of 
three weeks was fresh and not dried. The same wrapped in lint wet 
with compound tincture of benzoin remained sweet, but dried. La- 
Ibarraque's solution (i to 10) poured on a cloth and wrapped about the 
meat delayed putrefaction but did not entirely prevent it. At the end 
•of three weeks the meat was foul, but not so putrid as that in the water 
• dressing. The same can be said of a solution of sulphite of soda i to 10. 
A mould was found on this dressing which, on examination, was found 
to be penicillum glaucum. Meat wrapped up in dry cotton cloth, Den- 
nison's absorbent cotton, oakum, salicylicized tow, or lint soaked in 
benzoic acid became desiccated. Meat not dipped in carbolic acid and 
•covered with goldbeater's skin to prevent desiccation was not protected, 
when wrapped in cotton, from becoming at the end of three weeks 
«lighdy putrid. A piece of meat, however, placed in a glass tube, the 
end of which was stopped by cotton, without any treatment by carbolic 
acid, dried and remained free from putridity. The cotton in this case 
did not act by absorbing the fluid and desiccating, as it was so placed 
as not to touch the meat. Meat completely covered by fuller's earth 
and charcoal became dry, and remained free from odor. The piece of 
flesh which at the end of three weeks was the freshest, being as soft as 
when first dissected off", and entirely free from odor, was that wrapped 
in the antiseptic gauze. The next in excellence of preservation was 
that in lint wet with terebene. It has been stated that Lister's success 
is perhaps not due to any antiseptic ^in the strict sense of the word) ac- 
tion of the dressing, but to the cleanlmess his method enforces. As far 
.as experiments on dead flesh can bear testimony, it seems evident that 
ithere is a strictly antiseptic action in Lister's gauze dressing. — Boston 
Med. and Surg, Journal, 
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Ho^v to Avoid Leaving Scars. — At a conversational meeting 
of the Philadelphia County Medical Society, Nov. 13th, 1878, it was 
addressed by Dr. John H. Packard on *'Some Surgical Wrinkles." 
The first point he discussed was a method of making superficial inci- 
sions by which scaring can be avoided. In operations upon exposed 
parts, such as the face and hand, it is very desirable that they shall be 
so done as to leave as littie scar as possible. The procedure recom- 
mended was first suggested by witnessing the effects of an accident, a 
lady having fallen while carrying a china dish, a piece of which made a 
long gaping incised wound in her hand, the sharp knife-like edge 
having cut through the skin very obliquely. The wound healed read- 
ily, almost without a scar. A few weeks after the traces of the injury 
could scarcely be discovered. 

Thinking that this effect was in a great measure due to the direction 
of the incision through the skin, the speaker tried the experiment in 
cutting down upon a tumor of the thigh, holding the knife so as to 
divide the skin obliquely. The wound united perfectly, and after it 
had healed he actually could not find the line of incision. Since that 
time he had tested the idea in numerous other cases with highly satis- 
factory results. In small superficial operations, such as the removal of 
small tumors from the face, it has a cosmetic advantage that at once re- 
commends it. — Cin. Lancet and Clinic, 

Injurious Effect of Use of Tobacco on the Eye. — Dr. Chis- 
olm, in referring to cases from this cause, speaks of the treatment as 
follows : He has found but one remedy against tobacco poisoning, 
viz : total abstinence from the use of the weed. Nothing short of this 
will restore sight to the dim eye. He had seen cases where strychnia 
and electricity had been used in vain until the cigar was laid aside, 
when improvement commenced to show itself at once, and continued 
rapidly to complete restoration. He believes that the discarding of 
tobacco alone would cure many cases. He usually aids the restoration 
by means of strychnia. His minimum dose to an adult is one-twen- 
tieth of a grain sulphate of strychnia to be taken after each meal. This 
dose he slowly increases to one-fifth grain, which most patients can 
comfortably bear in time, so rapidly does the system accommodate it- 
self to the drug. After eating is the proper time to administer the 
dose. He had experimented extensively with strychnia in the hypo- 
dermic injection, the fluid dose by the mouth, and the sugar-coated 
granules. He uses exclusively the latter, as equally effective and most 
agreeable. — Maryland Med. Jour, 

Chronic Bright's Disease. — Dr. Richardson, in the Philadel- 
phia Med. Times, says this disease is so intractable in nature as to be a 
matter of universal experience, and that even a faint hope of greater 
success in its cure is worthy of consideration. One chance of success- 
ful treatment seems to lie in cutting off the supply of fat (for example, 
by an exclusive skim-milk diet), at the outset of the attack; and for 
this an early diagnosis of incipient fatty degeneration is necessary.- 
Frequent observation of the remarkable power which osmic acid has of 
blackening, and thus detecting extremely minute globules of fat, sug- 
gested the idea that this agent might be advantageously employed in 
recognizing fatty metamorphosis in its commencement, and on trial it 
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has been found that osmic acid does enable us to discover in epithelial 
-cells particles of oil so small as ordinarily to elude detection. The acid 
•solution in water should be used, of the usual one per cent, strength, 
-and this preparation, when secluded from the light, keeps perfectly 
^ell for months, and even years. Its value in recognizing fatty dege- 
neration elsewhere, as, for example, in the voluntary muscles, the heart, 
-^tc, is obviously great. 

Intestinal Gas— Flatulent Dyspepsia. — Dr. Eads (in Eclectic 
Med, Journal) in a case of the above character prescribed : 

Tiuct colocynth gtt x. 

Water 5 1^. 

He gave a teaspoonful every three or four hours until relieved. Next 
-day he found his patient perfectly free from pain, no wind in stomach 
or bowels — the first permanent relief obtained for two months. The 
treatment was continued for a few days only ; the patient thinking her- 
self well, discontinued it. In a short time the flatulency returned, but 
not as severe as before. Ordered the above prescription t6 be taken 
whenever there is any gas in the bowels or stomach. Pregnancy was 
now in the eighth month. Hoping there would be no further trouble 
:after confinement, that time was looked for with great interest. 

Jan. loth, 1878, delivered patient of a fine 8-ib male child; recovery 
.after confinement good, even better than was expected ; considerable 
trouble the first three weeks with intestinal gas, but relieved every 
time with colocynth. When the babe was about three weeks old it 
began to suffer very much like the mother with an accumulation of in- 
testinal gas. 

Colocynth gtt. ij. 

Water 1 iJ. 

A teaspoonful three times a day gave prompt relief. Now, nine months 
since, mother and child both well. I believe colocynth to be a specific 
in the above condition. 

Electricity for Sleeplessness. — That galvanization of the head 
has an hypnotic effect, has long been known ; hitherto, however, it has 
not been used to counteract sleeplessness. Vigoureux asserts {Allg, 
Wiener Med, Ztg.) that he has daily obtained the finest results m this 
direction, and has failed only in exceptional cases, as, for instance, 
•when sleep has been disturbed or prevented by severe dyspnoea. His 
method is to place the broad flat electrodes (carbon covered with 
chamois-leather) on both temples, and allow the current of from three 
10 at the most fiw^ Trouve*s elements pass for a half or a whole minute. 
When the application is made in the morning, the patient experiences a 
more or less pronounced inclination to sleep. Occasionally the effect 
of the galvanization is prolonged after the first night, for a night or two. 
— N. K Med. Journal, 

Hooping Cough and Ulceration of the Phrsenum. — A re- 
cent report before the Academy of Medicine in Paris, says that the ul- 
ceration is an effect rather than a cause of the disease, and is due to 
the protrusion of the tongue and the scraping of its under surface against 
the teeth, in the act of coughing. — Med, Record, 
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Vinegar Fumes in Bronchitis, Etc. — Dr. Richardson, in the 
Philadelphia Medical Times^ calling attention to the histological revival 
of motion in cilia and ciliated cells when exposed to the action of dilute 
acetic acid, or to the fumes of vinegar, suggests that the latter may be 
a potent stimulus to cilia in their normal position on the mucous mem- 
brane. As this wave of ciliary movement has so much to do in bring- 
ing out the mucus, (which, in bronchitis and similar diseases, is poured 
forth to excess), and thus freeing the clogged-up air-passages, we have 
both an explanation of the old woman's cure for a cough in hot vine- 
gar, and a strong incentive to use it — in spray from an atomizer, or 
otherwise — ^more persistendy and systematically in bronchitis and al- 
lied disorders. It would also guide us to employ it in opium-poison- 
ing, in paralysis, and in all prostrating diseases, when the lungs begin 
to fill up, probably in part as a consequence of enfeebled ciliary move- 
ment. — St. Louis Courier of Medicine. 

Treatment of Tetanus. — Dr. Aribaud reports a number of cases 
of traumatic tetanus in which he employed a mixed treatment of chloral 
and opium. The fatal terminations being apparently delayed by giving 
the remedies in increased doses, the doctor finally arrived at a some- 
what definite line of treatment by means of which he has saved three 
out of his last four cases. 

From his experience, he states that a daily dose of six to seven 
grammes of chloral must be given continuously, until the patient is 
almost well, as in less quantities the remedy seems to have no serious 
effect upon the course of the disease. 

The opium was administered under the form of laudanum, ftwty 
drops of which were given daily by means of rectal injections. He 
preferred the use of enemas, as he could thus confide the administra- 
tion of the opium to the care of any assistant. Attention should of 
course be paid to the physiological effects of both remedies. — Lyon 
MediccUe, 

Treatment of Ging^ivitis, or Sore Gum, in Pregnant Wo- 
men. — By Pinard. — Hydrate of chloral and tincture of cochlearia 
officinalis (common scurvy grass), equal parts. This solution was ap- 
plied every day, or every two days, to the free and diseased edga of 
the gums by the aid of a mop. This dressing was slightly painful, and the 
cauterization very light. The white and very superficial eschar disap- 
peared generally twenty-four or thirty-six hours after the application. 
In thirty women attacked with gingivitis, who were subjected to this 
treatment, twenty-five were cured in less than fifteen days. In two of 
them the cure was slower, complications having supervened which ne- 
cessitated the use of ointments and mercurial ointment. In the five 
others, the treatment could not be continued. — L'Abeille MediccUe, 

Salicylic Acid as an Antiseptic and Antipyretic. — In 1876,. 
Mr. Prideaux treated with salicylic acid, or its salts, eighty-eight cases 
of confluent small-pox, in the Derby Hospital, without losing a case. 
Since then, seventy-eight cases of scarlet fever, with only one death, 
and that a case seen at the height of the disease. Many cases of mea- 
sles, and some few attacks of typhoid fever, yielded equally satisfacto- 
rily to the same treatment. — London Med. Rcc. 
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Treatment of Cold Feet when causing Sleeplessness. — 

Putting them to the fire gives temporary warmth, and so does the 
hot bottle in bed, so long as it remains itself hot ; but as it cools the feet 
again become cold, and sleep could not be wooed successfully. What 
snould be done is to dip the feet momentarily into cold water, and then 
have them well rubbed with hair gloves or a rough towel until they 
glow. This seems a very unattractive plan to many minds ; but it is 
just the story of the snowballer's hands. At first the contact of the 
snow makes the fingers very cold ; but perseverance is rewarded by a 
glow which may become almost a burning heat ; the primary contrac- 
tion of the vessels is followed by a secondary dilatation, liiis is what 
we will accomplish by the immersion, for a brief period only, of the 
feet in cold water, followed by friction. By such means the cold feet 
become warm, and after this a hot bottle to the feet will keep them 
warm effectually. — Dr, FothergiU^ in Med. News. ^ 

Evacuation of Pus from the Pleura by Inversion of the 
Body. — Dr. Raynaud has tried with success the following method : 
A girl, fifteen years of age, convalescing from typhoid fever, contracted 
a purulent pleurisy, and after a time there was pulmonary perforation 
followed by a considerable vomica. The expectoration was insufficient 
to empty the liquid contained in the pleura, and in consequence the 
general condition became constantly worse. Dr. Raynaud then placed 
the child with her head below the border of the bed, and this manoeuvre 
was followed by an abundant expectoration. This process, repeated 
several times, emptied the pleura of its purulent contents, and the child 
rapidly recovered its strength and was soon quite well. — Giom, Ven, 
di Sc, Mid, 

Pol)rpi of the Ear. — These troublesome growths, which, as I have 
said, are almost invariably accompanied by an otorrhoea, generally 
very profuse and offensive in character, are, as a rule, easily gotten rid 
of. They may be readily removed, most conveniently by Blake's mo- 
dification of Wilde's snare, or by^the canula forceps, (an instrument 
which does not seem to be as generally known among aural surgeons of 
the present day as it should be) and though they are prone to recur, if 
the treatment cease with their removal, this tendency may be overcome 
by the subsequent insufflation of powdered alum, or by repeated in- 
stillation of a solution of sulphate of zinc. The application of chromic 
acid to the remains of the pedicle is also a convenient and efficacious 
means of accomplishing the same end. — Mar, Med. Journal. 

Turpentine-Vapor Baths. — Turpentine-vapor baths in rheuma- 
tism are highly recommended for the chronic form. Place the patient 
in a wooden chest, allowing the head to remain free. Conduct into 
this wooden chest steam loaded with oil of turpentine spray. The tem- 
perature of the bath should be 104** F. to 113** F. Let the patient 
temain therein about fifteen minutes. Repeat them according to the 
ftature of the case. — Med. Record. 

Subnitrate of Bismuth. — Commercial subnitrate of bismuth al- 
most always contains lead. The quantity varies from a mere trace to 
a dangerous proportion. — Phila. Drug, and Chem. 
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Treatment of Articular Rheumatism by Benzoic Acid. — 

The author employed this new therapeutic agent twenty times in acute, 
and ten times in chronic articular rheumatism. In the latter cases the 
results obtained were not very satisfactory, which is not surprising as 
•chronic rhumatism offers small encouragement for treatment. Benzoic 
acid has the advantage of salicylic acid in that it does not produce bad 
impressions in ordinary doses — ^at the same time having a sufficiendy 
rapid effect in checking the disease. It is to be observed, however, 
that the temperature decreases less rapidly, no matter in what disease it 
is used. 

The dose in simple cases is from eight to twelve gms. (grs. 120 to 
130) or even more in the adult. The author fails to communicate in 
•what vehicle it should be exhibited. The curative action of benzoic 
and salicylic acid is probably due to the property they possess of arrest- 
ing pathological fermentation of the tissues or in the circulatory stream. 
— Mar, Med, Joumal. 

Syphilitic Laryngitis. — Duret suggests the following methods of 
treatment in the course of a review of M. Isamberfs works on * 'Syphil- 
itic Laryngitis." The general treatment should consist in protiodide 
of mercury in pills (^ to yi grain three times a day) or bichloride in 
solution. Should the affection have passed the secondary stage, iodide 
of potassium may be employed; or in stubborn cases, the ''mixed treat- 
ment." Tonics — iron, quinine, etc. — ^are usually called for. The 
patient should avoid the use of tobacco and alcoholic liquors. Com- 
plete rest of the organ is essential. — Ex. 

Charcoal for Burns. — A venerable patient, a retired foundryman, 
tells us that during his apprentice-hood to a ship-builder of Philadelphia, 
he became acquainted with a never-failing remedy for burns and scalds, 
and that in his subsequent foundry-life he saw innumerable such in- 
juries relieved of pain, and healed as if by magic, by powdered char- 
coal. The softer it is the better, and that from pine wood is the best. 
It is to be thickly sprinkled over the burnt or scalded surface as soon 
as possible, and renewed as it becomes moist or drops off. — Louisville 
Med. News. 

Horrible ! — Dr. Leidy, of Philadelphia, has announced the dis- 
covery that cucumbers* are liable to be infested with tape-worm. At 
a meeting of the Academy of Sciences, Philadelphia, he exhibited a 
specimen of tape-worm taken from the inside of a large cucumber. It 
is said to have had all the characteristics of a true tape-worm, but 
belonged to an unknown species, the peculiarity being that the ovaries 
containing the round yellow eggs are confined to the anterior extremity 
of the segment. — Ex. 

Atropia and Daturia are not Identical. — According to V. 
Planta's investigations, atropia and daturia were hitherto regarded as 
identical. PoehFs new researches (Peiersb. Med. Wochensch.y \%ii^ 
No. 20) have, however, shown that they are chemically different. 
Atropia is optically inert; daturia turns the plane of polarization 14.12^ 
to the left Atropia salts are precipitated by platinic chloride, those of 
daturia are not; picric acid precipitates daturia, but not atropia. — 
JPharm. CerUralh. 
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Cholera Infantum. — During the summer of 1873 ^ ^^s called 
to prescribe for a child two years old, supposed by the physician in at- 
tendance to be dying, the disease being diagnosed as cholera infantum. 
My prescription was one ripe strawberry every hour till better. The 
child speedily recovered. Three months after, I was asked to prescribe 
for another child aged eleven months. The disease this time was really 
cholera infantum. One-half strawberry every hour proved a success- 
ful treatment. This child had also been given up to die. — Boston 
Journal of Chemistry, 

Carbolic Acid Spray in Diphtheria. — Dr. Booker, in the 
American Practitioner^ reports a number of cases treated in this way ; he 
says: 

**The characteristic membrane was to be seen in the fauces in each 
case. The treatment ordered in these cases was quinia and tincture of 
chloride of iron, to be given every two hours in doses of three grains 
of the former to five drops of the latter ; and carbolic acid, one part to 
twenty of water, to be applied hourly to the fauces with the spray pro- 
ducer. These cases recovered rapidly." 

Blepharitis. — Dr. Roy ordered, in a stubborn case, a cotton com- 
press, covered with caoutchouc. By mistake, the mother of the child 
applied the patches of rubber directly to the diseased lids. They were 
kept on over-night for two weeks before Dr. R. was again consulted, 
when, to his astonishment, he found that the blepharitis was entirely 
cured. He has since used this simple application in a number of cases^ 
and always with success. The rubber patch is simply bound over the 
eye through the night, and the lids washed with warm water and soap 
in the morning. — Bull. Gen. de Therap. — Med, Times, 

Benzoated Cotton-Wool. — Prof Volkmann, of Halle, who de- 
serves the highest credit for the remarkable success he has achieved 
in antiseptic surgery, uses, among other means of protecting wounds, 
benzoated cotton-wool (three per cent, and ten per cent, of benzoic 
acid. It is generally used as an external dressing, but in some cases, 
especially in dressing small wounds, it is applied directly to the surface^ 
and covered with an elastic flannel bandage. — N. Y.Med. Jour, 

Diagnosis of Aneurism in Aorta. — W. S. Oliver, M.D., Sur- 
geon-Major, says that he has been materially assisted in diagnosing 
Aneurism of the aorta, when it occurs, as is most generally the case, 
either in the ascending or first part of the transverse portion of the arch, 
by the following process : Place the patient in the erect position with 
dosed mouth, and extreme elevation of the chin ; then grasp cricoid 
cartilage between the thumb and finger, and press it gently upwards, 
when, if aneurism exist, the pulsations of the aorta will be distincdy 
felt. — London Lancet. 

Insomnia. — In cases of insomnia from anxiety, melancholia, or a 
low state of nutrition, camphor will act favorably when chloral, morphia, 
potassium bromide, etc., fail. One and a half to two or three grains 
may be subcutaneously injected after dissolving in almond oil. — N, K- 
Med, Record. 
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Fibroid Tumors of the Uterus Treated by Sclerotic Acid. 

Dr. John Williams reports two cases of uterine fibroid tumor treated 
by sclerotic acid. This acid dissolves readily in water, and in so far 
•differs from ergotine. One of the cases was that of a woman aged 
thirty-four, who had suffered from severe flooding for some time. A 
fibroid tumor was detected, and half-grain doses of the acid were in- 
jected under the skin of the abdomen twice a week. The Hooding 
was much reduced, but returned during a temporary discontinuance of 
the treatment. When the injections were again commenced, the flood- 
ing was checked as before. The tumor was reduced in size. Like 
results were attained in a similar case, including a decrease in the size 
of the tumor. The injection caused a little pain at the time, but that 
was all. It was followed in about half an hour by uterine contractions, 
British Med. Jour. 

Codeia for Cancer of Stomach. — Dr. Austin Flint says : With 
reference to treatment, it is merely palliative. Pain in this instance is 
a symptom to be palliated ; so also is the vomiting. I should say, pre^ 
scribing for the patient as now presented, that some form of opium is 
indicated. I prefer to use codeia, for the reason that it is much less 
liable to produce disagreeable after-effects than are some of the other 
preparations of opium. I should recommend, therefore, that this man 
take ^ of a grain of codeia twice a day. 

Diphtheria. — After all that has been written, and all the thousand 
and one formulse that have been proposed for diphtheria, nothing has 
been found to excel the chlorate of potash. 

It should be given in saturated solution in one to two teaspoonsful 
doses every one to two hours; 

Sulphate quinine, muriated tine iron, or other appropriate tonics 
may be combfned according to the circumstances of the casfe. 

Treatment of Ulcers. — Dr. Mandelbaum asserts that ulcers of 
the leg which have proved rebellious to all other methods of treathient, 
•can be invariably cured by scraping, followed by the application of iodo- 
form which must be continued for several days, and, after fresh granu- 
lations have appeared, by firm pressure with equal parts of mercurial 
and soap plaster. — Berlin Klin Wochen, 

Quinine a Dangerous Oxytocic. — Mr. Parak claims that in a 
number of experiments he has found this remedy constantly in the arine 
of the foetus, even when it is administered in seven and a half grains, 
an hour before delivery, it having passed through the placenta. Ic- 
terus he has observed as a common effect of the quinia on the foetus. 

Treatment of Gonorrhoea. — Lecchini recommends for acute 
gonorrhoea, two injections daily of a solution of chloral hydrate (i : loo). 
He claims that it relieves rapidly the most troublesome symptoms^ and 
•even effects a cure after only a few injections. — Deutsche Med. Wochen, 

Tincture or Ve pa tr*ufn.— Tincture of veratrum will be found a 
valuable remedy in curing whitlow and felons. — Ibid. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



New Inventions'. — An improved apparatus for use in photographic 
galleries, as an accessory in forming backgrounds for pictures, has been 
patented by Mr. William F. Ashe, of New York city. It is so con- 
structed that it may be arranged as a staircase, a balustrade, or a ped- 
estal, as may be required. 

Messrs. Hiram D. Jewett and Israel D. Jewett, of St. Omer, Ind. , 
have patented an improved mechanical telephone, which is so con- 
structed as to receive the full volume and force of the voice and other 
sounds, magnify them, and transmit them to the instrument at the 
other end of the line with distinctness, so that they can be clearly 
heard at considerable distance from the instrument. 

Mr. Wm. H. Hubbard, of Red Bank, N. J., has patented an im- 
proved gate, which consists of metal or wooden bars supported at one 
end in a post having a friction roller at the bottom running on a rail, 
and at the opposite end entered into metal or wooden tubes {^aced in 
or constituting the adjoining panel of the fence, so that when the gate 
is opened the rods of which it is made slide or telescope into the tubes 
of the adjoining panel. — Scientific American, 

The Perfection of Nature. — Upon examining the edge of the 
sharpest razor with the microscope, it will appear fully as broad as the 
back of a knife — rough, uneven, and full of notches and furrows. An 
exceedingly small needle resembles an iron bar. But the sting of a bee 
seen through the same instrument exhibits everywhere the most beau- 
tiful polish, without a flaw, blemish, or inequali^, and ends in a point 
too fine to be discerned. The threads of a fine lawn are coarser than 
the yarn with which ropes are made for anchors. But a silk worm's 
web appears smooth and shining, and everywhere equal. The smallest 
<iot that is made with a pen appears irregular and uneven. But the 
little specks on the wings or bodies of insects are found to be an ac- 
curate circle. How magnificent are the works of Nature ! — Am. Inv. 

Kidney Worm. — Recent investigations indicate that the great 
kidney worm (Strongylus gigas) which exists in the kidneys of the horse, 
•dog, and sometimes in man, lives in fishes in its yowng state ; and the 
observations of Dr. Bertolus almost furnish proof that people cont^ktt 
. the Swiss or broad tapeworm {Botkriocephedus lotus) by feasting on im- 
properly cooked trout. According to Professor Van Beneden, how- 
ever, the latter parasite is at present known to occur only in Russia, 
Poland and Switzerland. All full-grown fishes sold in the shops as 
food are liable to contain entozoa. 

A Costly Telescope. — M. Camille Flammarion, of Paris, has re- 
cently published a number of articles to prove that the moon is inhab- 
ited, and is now organizing a committee to collect the necessary funds 
to construct a refracting telescope of sufficient power to see them. He 
calculates the cost of the instrument at one million frarc?. — Scientific 
* American. 
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An Exhibition of Recent Inventions. — An interesting exhi- 
bition of new apparatus was recently made at the rooms of the Royal 
Society, London. Among them were : The Mechanical Chameleon, 
to show the mixture of two colors in any proportion. A large Holtz 
electric machine (by Ladd), consisting of twelve rotary and twelve sta- 
tionary plates, thirty inches diameter. A micro-spectroscope with im- 
provements : (i) quick movement of the slide carrying the slit; (2) 
scale for registering position of slit ; (3) arrangement for composing 
three spectra and for splitting a single spectrum ; (4J new form of com- 
parison stage made by Mr. A. Hilger. A dynamic-electric machine, 
speed 800 revolutions; power 1.75 horse-power required to work it; 
effect 1,200 candles' light, exhibited by Siemens Brothers. The tele- 
phone harp, with visible records of sounds through vacuum tubes. 
Apparatus for showing figures in light from vibrations caused by sound. 
A new metallic thermometer. An apparatus for the automatic regis- 
tration of the number of hours of sunlight ; and finally, the phonograph 
exhibited by Mr. Preece. — Amer, Inventor, 

Formation of Whirlv/inds. — In Herbert's recent communica- 
tion to the French Academy, he has laid special stress upon the influ- 
ence of the land configurations, and especially of the mountains and 
valleys, upon the great movements of the atmosphere. He comes to • 
the conclusion that all the cyclones which visit Europe from the Atlantic 
Ocean originate in the American mountains. Many years ago Profes- 
sor Henry indicated the region of the Saskatchawan as a prominent 
cradle of storms. More recent communications to the American Phi- 
losophical Society, based pardy upon the observations of the Signal 
Service Bureau, and partly upon special meteorological records at San 
Francisco and at Barbadoes, have shown that there are two other im- 
portant centres of extensive atmospheric disturbance — one in the neigh- 
borhood of Colorado, and another in the West India islands. — -Jaumar 
of Franklin Institute, 

A Delicate Test for Arsenic. — If any salt or compound of ar- 
senic be put on a fibre of asbestos, and brought into the reducing point 
of a Bunsen burner, in which a littie of the air has been cut off below, 
and a white china Idish containing cold water held above the flame, the 
arsenious acid will be deposited as an invisible white film. This is 
moistened with a little neutral solution of silver nitrate, and then a trace 
of ammonia gas blown upon it from the stopper of an ammonia bottle. 
If any arsenic is present, a beautiful yellow color results, if antimony it 
is black, if both the black spot has a yellow border. On touching it 
with a drop of ammonia the yellow disappears, but the black remains.. 
— Boston Joumcd of Chemistry, 

A Ne^v Blasting Agent. — In Stockholm the following receipt hajv 
been given for a new blasting agent : In wooden or gutta-percha vessels; 
5 to 20 parts sugar or molasses are ground with 25 to 30 parts nitric 
acid, and 50 to 75 parts sulphuric acid. Of this mixture 25 to 50 partsy^ 
are mixed with 15 to 35 parts nitrate of potassium and 15 to 35 parts- 
cellulose. The agent is called nitrolin. — lb. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULiE. 



After-Pains. — I have not given a dose of opium for this purpose 
for ten years, and find that I get along much better without than with 
it In the olden time, I prescribed five-grain doses of diaphoretic 
powder, and usually had milk fever, loss of appetite and constipation 
to look after. Now, the prescription in the ordinary case is : 

B Tincture aconite gtt v. , 

Tincture mycrotys gtt. xx. 

Water ..,3 iv. 

A teaspoonful every one, two or three hours, as needed. Strange to 
say, there is no fever, irritation or other unpleasantness ; and though 
the pain is not at once arrested, it is mitigated, and after a reasonable 
time stops. Involution of the uterus goes on better, and I think with 
a better recovery. In some cases the viburnum will be found the 
better remedy, and in others, where there is also abdominal pains, nux 
may be occasionally required. I think a trial of these methods will 
give satisfaction. — Eclectic Medical JournaL 

[Dr. H. E. Hurst, of Alabama, says that he has found citric acid in 
five-grain doses every two to three hours to be an efficient remedy in 
after-pains. The modus operandi he does not profess to understand, 
but the fact that it gives relief he has often observed. — Ed. Rec] 

Herpes Circinatus, or Ring-worm. — An obstinate case of tlie 
above (Eclectic Medical Journal), of eight months* standing, was cured 
by the following : 

B Fowler^ s Bolution of arsenic 3 ss. 

Phytolacca • • 3 ii< 

Water giv. M. 

Dose, a teaspoonful four times a day. In addition to the above 
treatment, gave for external application : 

B Citrine ointment one part. 

Simple cerate three parts. 

Bleeding Hemorrhoids.— Dr. J. C. Peters (New York Medical 
Journal) says he has used the tincture of hamamelis internally. He 
preferred a tincture made of the plant and leaves. One patient, suffer- 
ing from bleeding hemorrhoids for six or eight years, was cured with 
it after other remedies proved valueless. The patient was a lady, who 
would not allow any examination. He gave from ^j. to ;5iij. of the 
tincture three times a day. 

Bronio-Hydrate of Quinine as an Antipyretic. — Esquerdo 
and Cahis (Independ. Med. and Courrier Med.) found this salt reduce 
the temperature in typhoid fever four to six degrees Fahr. , given in 
doses of fifty to seventy centigrammes (seven to ten grains.) It has 
also been used in phthisis. — The Doctor, 
6 \ 
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Hair-Dy6S. — A dark-brown color may be imparted to hair by vi- 
nous methods. The following are among the best, and are altogether 
harmless : 

1. One part of pyrogallic acJd is dissolved in a mixture of two parts of 
eau de ixdogne and 8H parts of distilled wuter. The hair having been 
treed from ftitty matters by luke-warm soap-suds, it is well moistened 
with the above solution every other day, and, when dry, faintly an- 
nointed with hair-oil. 

2. 10 parts of fresh walnut-leaves (ju^to»i^ regia), gathered in July, 
are digested for two days, under frequent stirring, with twenty parts of 
aleohol and 20 of water. The liquid is removed and expressed, filtered, 
and eoneentrated to a syrup over a gentle heat. 10 pnrta of the re- 
sulting brownish-black syrup are dilute with 15 parts of alcohol and 5 
parts of water, and perfumed according to &ncy. The hair having been 
freed fh)m fat in the usual manner, it is moistened with the dye, brushed 
well with a soft brush, and afterwards oiled. 

Burns. — ^Take 440 grammes (6790 troy grains) of very clear glue 
brdken into small pieces, and soften it in a litre (2 pints 14^ fluid 
drachms, apoth.) of cold water; then place in a water-bath and dis- 
solve the glue, to which add 60 grammes (926 troy grains) of glycer- 
inej and 22 grammes (339^ tr. grs.) of phenic acid. Continue the 
evaporation until a briUiant pellicle is formed upon the surface of the 
mixture. Upon cooling, this forms an elastic mass, which must be 
liquefied by heat whenever it is desired to use it. It is to be applied 
by means of a large hair pencil, and in less than two minutes a bril- 
liant, flexible and almost transparent layer is obtained. — Apotkek, Zei- 
iung. 

For Dyspepsia. — Dr. Jas. Case, of Georgia, writes : 

"Having seen in the last number of your excellent journal, page 35, 
a prescription for dyspepsia, I would like to say that I have for many 
years used with wonderful success, in dyspepsia, the following prescrip- 
tion : 

B Acid hydro-cyan., dil 49 drops. 

Bismuth Bul>nit lOOgrs. 

Tinotk cascarilia 1 oz. 

Infus. " 16 ". 

M. 8. Shake well. 

** Take one tablespoonful three times daily, before each meal." 

Pulmonary Alterative Pills.— Dr. Q. C. Smith, in Pac Med. 
and Snrg. Journal^ recommends : 

B fiypophospliite of quinia 16 grains 

Iodide of arseniCi 1 '' 

Sulphide of lime 16 " 

Ext. of nu3C vomica.... 2 '' 

Mix* Make sixteen pills. To be sugar-coated. 

One pill to be taken three times a day. 

Spirits of Nitre Poisonous. — A case of fatal poisoning is re< 
ported in a child two years old from drinking three ounces of th6 sweet 
sph-its of nitre. Symptoms : vomiting, followed by dilated pupils, col- 
lapse, stertorous breathing, insensibility and death. 
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Qonorrhcea. — Bauer's method of treating gonor^ho^-r-based upon 
the theory that it is purely a local disease, the protecting layer of epi- 
thelium being thrown off, and the epithelial cells converted into pus 
cells and discharged, leaving the mucous membrane exposed — is simply 
the use of a bland injection, which is followed by immediate relief to 
the pain, and usually results in a cure in about six days as follows. 

B Inf. flaxseed 5 YJ- 

Watery ext. opium gtts. zviy. M, 

To be injected warm every three hours and retained for a few mi- 
nutes. 

Alopecia or Baldness. — So called from the Greek word alofex, 
a fox, which is said to be subject to the disease. When the hair falls Out 
as a result of disease the following is recommended as a good applica* 
tion : 

R Glycerine 3 j. 

Tinet. eantbaridls z ij. 

Cologne water 3 v. 

To be applied at night. 

As an ointment, use Dupuytren's Pommade, tlie basis of which is 
acetate of lead with tinct. cantharidis. 

Havrk-Weed. — ^This is a species oi JHeraciuniy nat. fam. Compo- 
sitae. That which most generally bears this name, and the only one 
which appears to be used in domestic practice, is Hieracium venosum L. , 
also called Rattlesnake-weedy Stripped Bhod-avort^ VeinyUaved Hawk-weed. 
Both the roots and the leaves are used.. The juice of the fresh leaves 
is said to be efficacious for removing warts. The powdered leaves and 
root have been used as a snuff, combined with powdered bloodroot, in 
polypus of the nose. — U, S, Dispens, 

Cough Mixture. — In any severe cough, where the tongue is red 
or the throat sore, the following is recommended by Dr. Powell, of 
I^ondon : 

B Potassii chloratis gr. xl, 

Morpb. muriatia.. Kr8.iJ. 

Glyeerin» , g sa, 

Syrupii siljsa. M 

Dose one teaspoonful. 

Lactopeptine. — 

R Pepsin S ounces. 

Pancreatine 6 ounoes. 

Veget. ptvalin or diastase 4 drachma. 

Lactie acid 5 fl. drachms. 

Hydrochloric aeid 5 fl. *^ 

Sugar of mik 40 ounces. M 

Syrup of Chloral. — 

B Chloral 80 grains 

Distilled water. ,..,,. ^9;6 minims. 

Simple syrup, q, s. ad 499.5^ , '^ ) 

A Ignited States fluid drachm,, or sixty minims of this would contain 
9.6 grains of chloral. 
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For Frosted Feet and Hands. — 

K Almond oil J fitf«....(16 

Beeswax ,55 ks (2 

Spermaceti '^ i (4 

Peruvian balsam ,5 ss (16 

Cone, muriatic acid gtt. xlv.( 2 
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Paresi's Haemostatic Collodion. — 

R Officinal collodion 100.00 gmm. 

Carbolic acid (pure) 10.00 " 

Tannic acid 5.00 " 

Benzoic acid 3.00 " 

M. secund. art. 

Tinctura Saponis Viridis. — ^I'his preparation, wliich is used in 
some of the public dispensaries of New York City, as an application in 
certain skin diseases, is made after the following formula : 

K Green soap 2 5. 

Alcohol. 4 fl. g . M. 

Tinctura Saponis Viridis Co., used for similar purposes, con- 
tains : 

B Green soap 2 J . 

Alcohol. 

Oil of cade aa 1 fl ,? . 

Spermatorrhoea. — 

B Bromide sodium 1 ounce. 

Fl. ext. ergot 1^ ounce. 

Camphor water 4 ounces. M. 

Dose two teaspoonsful at bed time. 

Esmarch's Treatment of Cancer. — Fowler's solution, one 
drop three times a day for three days, then increase the dose by one 
drop every three days till intolerance of the remedy follows. Apply the 
following locally : 

Acid arsenious and morphia muriate, each 0,260 gmm. 

Calomel 2,00 " 

Powdered gum arable 12,00 " M. 

At first sprinkle only a little upon the ulcer, gradually increasing the 
quantity to a teaspoonful. This overcomes the odor, causes a hard 
eschar to form, and healthy granulations take place. — JlficA, Med, News. 

Shock. — In the Va. Med. Monthly, Dr. A, McGuirc recommends 
quinine to cinchonism to prevent shock from severe surgical operations. 
A gendeman to whom he had given gr. xv. of quinine the day of 
the injury suffered amputation two hours after the injury without show- 
ing any shock. — ToL Med, Joum. 

Peach Leaves as an Anti-Emetic. — 

K Peach leaves a handful. 

Boiling water 1 pint. 

• Cool and strain, Give one teaspoonful every half hour. 
We have j^^eij vJQleiit and persistent vomiting relieved by thi? rjemedy. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



MEDICO'CHIRURGJCAL SOCIETY. 

The above Society Is in a flourifihing condition, but no reports have 
been published in our Journal for some time, by reason of unavoidable 
absence of the Reporter from the meetings. The Society will hereafter 
assemble in the beautiful and commodious hall of the Academy of Sci- 
ence, on Mitchell street. 

The officers of thp Society, elected for the present year are the follow- 
ing: T. 8. Powell, M.D.. President; J. J. Knott, M.D., First Vice-Pres- 
ident; J. C. Olmstead, M.D., Second Vice-President; R. C. Word, M.D., 
Reporter; A. R. Alley, M.D., Secretary. Time of meeting, first and 
third Monday nights of each month. 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE, 

The Board of Trustees of the Southern Medical College met in Atlanta 
on the !2th inst, and was duly organized by electing as officers of the 
Board T. S. Powell, M.D., President ; Rev. J. J. Toon. Vice-President ; 
R* C. Word, M.D., Secretary ; and Judge 8. B. Hoyt, Treasurer. 
* A Constitution and By-Laws were adopted ; a Finance and Building 
Committee appointed, and the Treasurer directed to open l>ooks for the 
procurement of stock. The Building and Finance Committee was in- 
structed to select suitable ground and estimate the cost of a proper build- 
ing, and report to the Board as early as possible. The Treasurer was 
authorized, by himself and his appointed Agents, to solicit donations for 
the Institution. 

All correspondence in relation to this Institution may be addressed to 
the Secretary of the Board. 



THE NEW CALIFORNIA REMEDIES. 

Some time ago an article appeared in a Western Journal which reflect- 
ed upon certain of the new remedies from California which are being 
introduced to the profession by Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co. The article 
was calculated to destroy confidence in these new agents, and to injure 
seriously the enterprising drug firm which has expended much labor 
and invested largely in the work of introducing these medicines to the 
public. It was stated that the remedies were introduced under fictitious 
names, ^., and the impression made that they were of little value. It 
now appears, however, that the editor of the journal referred to, in a 
recent article, complains that the views of the writer were misinter- 
preted. The names used are the Spanish names of the medicines, well 
understood in that country. He concedes that the medicines possess 
valuable medicinal properties. 



THE PLAGUE IN RUSSIA. 

A dlseaae of appalling fatality has broken out in Eastern Europe, 
which has spread alarm and consternation on the Volga river and in 
Southeastern Russia. Rigid quarantine has been established against 
A«trakan, where it originated, but the panic-stricken inhabitants of that 
cHy ai^-flwing and scattering the infrttion in all dirid^tions. 
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THE PHYSICIANS OF VICKSBURG. 

Through the kindness of a medical friend, we have a copy of the 
Herald^ of Vicksburg, (date January 26), in which is published a beau- 
tiful and touching address by the physicians of the place relative to the 
trying ordeal through which they paj9sed during the prevalence of the 
yellow fever. We regret that our space will not admit of its publication 
entire ; but our readers can write for a copy, which, as it contains also a 
list of the deaths from the disease in nearly evei^'^ place upon the river, 
will doubtless be valued by many. 

The address yjortrays in eloquent terms the terrors of the epidemic, 
the noble and self-sacrificing work of the Howard Association, of the 
nurses, and the resident and visiting physicians, with appropriate allu- 
sion to the charities from neighboring towns and cities, the promptness 
and extent of which prevented the horrors of famine, which otherwise 
would have been superadded to those of the plague — ** snowing us in veiy 
deed to be one people, with one interest from sea to sea ;'' ami in regard 
to the noble response for physicians and nurses from abroad, it is re- 
marked : ''That charitable persons with money are willing io give it 
in the cause of suffering humanity, is not astonishing; but that mea 
and women can l)e fouud bold enough voluntarily to encounter thi^ storm 
of death, that for two long months raged }n every part of our city, is 
wonderful— its staggers belief. And we doubt if any otber country on 
the wide earth can produce its parallel. In ol^^dience to this call came 
aiM)ut thirty doctors, and numerous nurses, many of them never having 
had yellow fever. Of these. Drs. Sappington. Barber, Norris, Blick- 
feldt. Roach, Happoldt, Blackman, Potts and Glass died., In our own 
county, Drs. Leatch, Nesmith, Birdsong and Monette were taken offi" 
Reference is also made to the deaths "of Drs. Z. T. Woodruff, P. W. 
Booth, P. F. Whitehead and J. R. Hicks. Reverently ^nd tenderly we 
record their names — ours to love and regret, but for a commonwealth to 
mourn." 

The address concludes as follows : *' To all our friends who have gone 
before us — let us hope to a better land — we would say most sincerely, 
we have missed you on the street, we have missed you at the bed-side, 
we have missed you everywhere. 

"And when the festive board la again spread, 
We will miss our loved dead, 
And will quaff in deepest silence, 
The Aillest draft to their remembrance." 

Signed by— C. J. MITCHEIiTi, M.D. 

E. T. HENRY, M.D. 
J. R BARNETT, M.D. 
E. G. BANKS, M.D. 
J. M. HUNT, M.D. 
T. G. BIRCHETT, M.D. 
S. D. BOBBINS, M.D. 
W. T, UAI^FOUR, M.D. 
R, O'LEABY, M.D. 

A BILL TO ESTABLISH A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH 

The preamble to the bill lately enacted by Congress relating to the • 
public health is as follows : 

"^c it enacted by the Senate and House of Represerdativea of the UnU 
^ted States of America in Congress assembled^ That there shall be estab- 
lished at the seat of government of the United States a Department of 
Health, the general design and duties of which shall be to acquire and 
diltiise among the people of the United States useful, itiformation on 
subiects connected with the public health; to direct, the establi^liment 
and management of efficient sanitary and quarantine systems and reg- 
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tilationg throtighout the several States and Territories of the tfnited 
States; to supervise the Marine Hoepital Service, and to organize and 
dlreeC a corpir of sanitary engineers competent to superintend all public 
works so fiar as their oonstrnetion may afi^ct the public health." 

The second section aathorizes the appointment by the President of a 
Director General of Health, as Chief Executive Officer of Health Depart- 
ment, whose duties pertain to the regulation of the Marine Hospital 
Service, the management of quarantines, the arrangement of census 
tables with reference to registration and statistics of births, deaths, mar- 
riages, procuring Information in reirard to climatic, meteorological, geo- 
logical and other conditions affecting the public health. 

The salary of this officer is seven thousand Ave hundred dollars. 

The bill provides also for sutx)rdinate officers in the Department, con- 
sisting of clerk, chemist, engineers, experts, etc. 

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 

[GIRCniiAB.] 

Charleston^ S, C, December ^ 4, 1878. 

The undersigned, a Committee of the Medical Society of South Caro' 
Una, beg leave respectfully to submit to your consideration Ihe accom* 
panying Resolutions, passed at the regular meeting of the Society, on 
October 1st, 1878, and solicit contributions for the ol ject therein stated* 

The cause is one which appeals not to members of the Medical Profess 
sinn alone, but to all charitaoly disposed persons, who admire, and are 
willing to reward self-sacrificing devotion and heroism in aid of sick and 
suflTering humanity. FRANCIS L. PARKER, M.D., President 

J. L. AN(^RIJM, M. D., nae-PreHidcnt, 
\V. H. BAILEY, M.D.., Secretary. 
H. W. DeSAUSSURE, M.D., Jr., Treasurer 
R. A, KINLOCH. M.D. 

Besolved^ 1. That the action of the Medical Society of the County of 
New York in raising a ftind for the aid of the families of Physicians who 
have fallen, or may fall^ victims to the epidemic of Yellow Fever 
meets with our warmest approval, and calls for our earliest co-operation. 

B€9olvedf 2. That a Committee be appointed, composed of the Offi- 
cers of this Society, to solicit contributions from our members, and the 
mem i-ers of our Profession generally, or from any other persons who 
may be disposed to aid- in this noble charity. 

jHesolvedf 3. That the funds so raised, as also a copy of these Resolu- 
tions, be forwarded, as soon as praeticaole, to the President of the New 
York County Society, Dr. J. C. Peters. 

il^ Please subscribe, induce your friends to do so, and remit per ex- 
press or P. O. money order. 

Funds may be ibrwarded to Dr. H. A. DeSAUSSURE, of Charleston, 
8. C, or 'directly to Dr. J. C. PETERS. President of the Medical Society 
of the County ef New York, 83 Madison Avenue, which Society has 
taken noble action in this good work. 

LOCALS. 

PHosPRORtZED Cod Liver Oil.— See advertisement of the above 
combinatfon fW)m the reliable and enterprising house of BiiiLiNas 
CI4APF dt Co., Boston. 

ALLAIRE Woodward <t Co.— See their new Itdvertisement in the pre- 
sent no. of oiir Journal. This is a safe house, vigorous and enterprising 
businew men. 

Wk. R^ WARirfiB ^ Co.. of Philadelphia, have a new advertisement 
in present number of our Journal. liarge establishment, extensive ma^ 
nufacturers and high reputation as business men. 

WesLYan Advocate.— This excellent paper is published in Macon, 
Gki., by J. W. BtJHKB A Co. See advertisement. 
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booh: notices. 

PHYSIOLOGY. Preliminary Course of Lectures bv James T. Whi- 
TAKEB, M.A. M.D., Professor of Physiology and Clinical Medicine at 
the Good Samaritan Hospital, etc. — On tlie influence of phvsiology 
upon practice ; on the conservation of force ; on the origin of lifb and 
the evolutions of its forms; and on protoplasm, bone, muscle, nerve 
and blood; 288 pages. iilustrated.--Cmcinnati, Chancy B. Murray, 
103 W. Sixth street, 1879. 
This is an admirable work in which the popular and learned Prof. 

Whitaker presents '* the foundation facts and principles upon which the 

steady edince of physiology is built" It should be read by both student 

and practitioner. 

DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS, A Manual of theComparcUive Semlio- 
logy of the more important Diseases^ by F. DeHavU/LAND Hall, 
M.JD., Assistant Physician to the Westminster Hospital, London. 
American edition with extensive additions. — Philadelphia, D. G. 
Brinton, 115 Second street, 1879. 

A volume of 200 pages in which diagnostic points of diseases are given 
in a well-defined, comprehensive plan ; presented in tabular method 
from which comparisons may be most easilv drawn, and correct conclu- 
sions deduced, it is an eminently practical and useful work. 

Scribner's Monthly Magazine is among the best and most hand- 
somely illustrated literary journals in the world. It is filled with solid 
matter on religious and other topics, and has a corps of the best story 
writers in the country. It is the very magazine for the lady of the doc- 
tx)r's house. Scribner A Co., New York- 

St. Nicholas Is the Child's Magazine, and is unrivaled in ite beauty 
and the finish of its illustrations and stories. The boys and girls prize 
it as the prettiest and nicest gift that can be tendered. Subscribe for it. 
Scribner * Co., New York. 



Recbipted. 1878.— N. B. Richards; A. F. Pound; A. A. Lyon; W. T. KendaU; J. 
B. Payne; Geo. Redwood; J. B. Bailey; B. F. Phipps; C. H. Smith: J. E. Pope: R. 
D. Jackson ; W. N. Ames ; J. M. Pinkston ; B. L. Dement— 1878 and 1879 : R. H. War- 
ren ; W. K. Jones : J. W. Butts.— 1879 : E. A. Cox j L. K. Branch ; W. 8, Glass ; J* A. Mo- 
Callum ; D. 8. Williams ; L. V. Weathers ; J. N. Wadsworth, 6 mouths ; K W. Flem- 
mlng ; 1). B. Uamllton ; A. A. Hill ; B. R. Doster ; T. 8. Parham ; S. G. Hart ; F. 8. Wis- 
dom ; J. W. Hill ; J. A. Williams, to June : J. M. BtansUl ; D. R. Fox ; L. B. BoucheUe ; 
£. H. Sherrell ; H. T. 8hleU, 6 months ; T. B. Galling; Robert Kells : W. C. Jones: L. P. 
(k>yner; Preston Pond; John Riches; John (ierdine; A. R. Wellborn, 6 montns ; J. 
A. Hayes ; J. E. Martin ; 8. M. Hogan ; B. F. Darnell ; M. K. Harrison ; w. J. Reddett; 
J. 8. Sanders; A. A. Lyon ; J. 8. Bacon ; L. Alison ; J. R. Johnson ; H. A. Hurst ; C. F. 
Rodgers; T. D. Penn : A. G. Hobbsj T. L. Quillian ; J. W. Thomas: J. C. Moody; Dr. 
McMikai: A. B. McWhorter; J. G. McCrary : W. B. King; J. T. Stephens ; J, A. Hollo- 
way. J. F. Pou, 78 ; J. M. Boring; J. T. Stephens. 

SPECIAL ilSrOTICES. 

JHTThe solubility of Coatxo Pills is a matter of very great importance to the 
physician who may desire to prescribe those of Quinine and other medicines offensive 
to the taste and smell. Various experiments from different sources have demonstra- 
ted the fact that the Sugar-Coatod pills prepared by Wm. R. Warmer A Co. are the 
most soluble and reliable in this respect. Those containing Quinine are made of good 
material and full strength, a» demonstrated by chemical analyses. These CEicts were 
established by LEROY M. YALE, M.D., of New York, and A. B. LYONS, Analytical 
Chemist, Detroit, and others. And the well-known reputation of the House is a suffi- 
cient guarantee. 

AVCascara Saobado is the Spanish name of a tree indigenous to northern Call* 
fomia and Oregon, known botanically as Rhamnus Purshiana. The bark of this tree 
has long been used on the Pacific coast among the Indians and old Spanish residents, 
as a remedy for habitual con8tii>ation and other disorders of the alimentary canal, 
ltd reputation among the inhabitants of this seclion and the reports of physicians who 
have used it, has induced hundreds of physicians throughout the United States and 
Canada to test the new remedy in their practice, the need of a reliable corrective In 
the most intractable of all complaints, habitual constipation, being universally folt. 
The testimony of these physicians has been so pronounced in favor or the new remedy, 
and the resulting demand for it has been so great, that we have found it very difficult 
to obtain sufficient of the drug to supply our many orders. Many physicians write 
to us that they must have the Cascara at any price, as it has provedlnvaivable in their 
practice. Parke, Davis A Co., Manufacturing Chemists, Cincinnati, Ohio. . 
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TYPHOID PNEUMONIA.— ITS TREATMENT crv. 



BY ALBAN S. PAYNK, M.D., OK VIRGINIA. 



[ ConcliuUMl. 1 

From what I have previously said, I shall not surprise you when I 
declare, in my opinion, acute pneumonia, as well as pneumonia typhoides, 
is more often an irritation than an inflammation of the parenchy- 
matous structure of the lungs, and is caused by sl stasis, an engorgement 
of blood. That stasis is a step toward inflammation I freely admit, and 
if not relieved may end in disorganization or gangrene of the lung. 
That many, very many cases, if seen early, and are treated prompdy, 
boldly, can be aborted, I say this boldly, frankly, after upwards of 
thirty years' active practice in Piedmont, Virginia, and after a diligent 
study of her climate, her soil, her hydrography, her topography, her 
geology, and a critical study of her diseases. It is known to all that 
to the sudden climacteric alternations incident to this fine region of 
country, pneumonias are in the spring, fall and early winter, of frequent 
occurrence, sometimes taking on an endemic character. I am very 
glad to know that very able men (assisted by microscopical investiga- 
tions) have taken in hand this important and interesting subject, and 
to-day it is a closely disputed point whether inflammation is the conse- 
quence of plus vita'i^y or of minus vitality. Typhoid pneumonia is. 
pneumonia with primary symptoms of a typhoid or asthenic tvpe, and 
7 
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marked by rapid failing of vital powers. The crepitant rale is less fre- 
quent, less abundant. There is, however, such manifest prostration 
attending typhoid pneumonia, both mental and physical, from its incep- 
tion, that acute pneumonia could hardly be confounded with it. The 
cough in typhoid pneumonia also may be said to be peculiar, being 
more of an effort to cough than ** coughing ''. But the chief symptoms 
to rely on in distinguishing a case of pneumonia typhoides from the 
other affections of the lungs are the heavy, dull expression of the eyes, 
the oppressed intellect, muttering delirium, subdued muscular power and 
a feeble pulse. Bilious pneumonia is pneumonia, sometimes sthenic, 
sometimes asthenic, wearing the livery of malaria. Bilious pneumonia 
is regarded by some writers as nothing more than a special form of re- 
mittent or intermittent fever, in which the lungs are made to bear the 
burden of the disease. It is held by others to be a variety of pneumo- 
nia, occasioned by the ordinary causes of pneumonia, but owing its pe- 
culiar symptoms to its happening in those in whose systems the poison 
of malaria has been slumbering. Typhoid pneumonia could hardly be 
confounded with either pleuro-pneumonia or with broncho-pneumonia, 
unless the broncho-pneumonia was a complication in a case of typhoid 
fever. In this case, whilst the diagnosis might be somewhat diffi- 
cult, the treatment would be the same in both diseases, bearing in mind 
that the case of broncho-pneumonia will recover more slowly than the 
case of typhoid pneumonia. 

Rest to the mind and body is the sine qua non in almost every dis- 
ease, particularly is this the case in typhoid diseases. In pneumonia, 
in every variety the patient should have absolute rest of mind and 
body ; the lungs should be kept as still and (juiet as an inflamed joint is 
ordered to be kept by all practitioners of medicine. Talking is as 
hurtful to the lungs, when in a diseased condition, as walking is to an 
inflamed knee joint. But in every variety of pneumonia you must have 
rest to the lungs and sleep. Now fortunately for us we can procure 
rest to the lungs and the other great desideratum in the treatment of 
pneumonia by the administration of the same remedy. \i one remedy 
fails to meet these two great desideratums in typhoid j)neumonia ano- 
ther must be substituted, for I tell you whilst talking must be controlled 
the patient must have sleep, sleep prolonged through the space of 
thirty-six or forty-eight hours, if found necessary. This sleep is often 
procured best by nerve-stimulants, ergo sedatives. The remedie spro- 
ducing nerve force are always soporific, given in full doses. I have 
seen as profound sleep produced by large doses of cpiinine as I ever did 
by the administration of opium. The engorgement of the pulmonary 
vessels is best gotten rid of by a large fly-blister over the branches of 
the great sympathetic nerve. This nerve transmits ils own stimulation 
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to the heart, forcing the heart to contract more powerfully upon its con- 
tents, and a freer current is thrown out through the vessels of the lungs 
•{so to speak), which washes away tlie stagnating fluid, and your engorge- 
ment is relieved, and the quality of the blood itself is improved by 
this increased v/s a ter^o of the heart. Any pressure about the portal 
system should be removed, as it serves to throw **back water'' upon 
the lungs and greatly embarrasses their proper functional action. 
These engorgements about the portal system are most successfully over- 
•comeby the administration of bilious purgatives, of which the admixture 
'of submur. hydrarg. and compound ext. colycinth, with a small propor- 
tion of pulv. ipecac are the best. 

However, the greatest desideratum in pneumonia is sleep, without 
which all treatment will prove of no avail, must be produced by large 
^oses of quinine, or by a combination of quinine and pulvis doveri, or 
morphia or fluid extract of aconite. If there is an intolerance from idio- 
syncrasy to any one remedy, another having the same remedial virtues 
must be substituted in its place. If sulph. quinine is badly borne, 
;give carbonate of ammonia in its place, and so on. We should never 
try to force a remedy on a peculiar idiosyncrasy in a time of serious 
ijickness. 

I have attempted to establish in this paper that venesection, the exhi- 
l)ition of antimonials, expectorants, etc., is not the best plan for any of 
the varieties of pneumonia; that in inflammations of the serous mem- 
branes venesection and the depleting remedies generally are always 
beneficial. In irritations and inflammation of mucous membranes, if 
ever beneficial at all, it is so as a mechanical remedy only. I again 
-submit the question. If a large amount of poor blood cannot support 
the system, how can a smaller amount of the same furnish any better 
support ? By the application of your lancet, you do not propose to 
improve the quality, but only to lessen the (juantity. Again, whilst 
diseases affecting the ** ganglionic" or ^* organic" nerves, are sthenic 
and will bear the depleting remedies with beneficial results, that where 
the ganglionic and cerebro-spinal system of nerves are both affected, the 
<lisease becomes asthenic, and will not stand, but will sink under the 
exhibition of depleting or reducing remedies. 

Now as I think I have established satisfactorily to every candid reader 
that most pneumonias are not inflammations, but only a stasis of blood ; 
that typhoid pneumonia is a disease in which the ganglionic system and 
the cerebro-spinal system of nerves are both implicated, and therefore 
belong to the type of disea.ses denominated asthenic, which we have 
seen will not be benefitted by the exhibition of reducing remedies. It 
follows, as a matter of course, we have simplified the treatment so much; 
that there is litde more left for us to say than in typhoid pneumonia 
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make your patient sleep, and sustain him by building-up remedies, so 
that he may sleep and enjoy nature's great restorer, healing sleep. 

The remedial agents I have found the best in the treatment of typhoid 
pneumonia, are neither very costly nor numerous : quinine, submur. 
hydrargyrum, extract colycinth compound, ipecac, dovers powder, 
carbonate ammonia, green camphor, sulphate morphia, crab orchard 
salts, infusion eupatorium perfoliatum, fat and mush, tartar ointment, 
and a little alcohol in extreme cases being all I require. With these re- 
medies I feel that I am not only able to cure every variety of pneumo- 
nia, but in many instances to *^ abort" the disease. In order that we 
may simplify this subject I will give a case or two from my note-book, 
representing the mild, average and most critical form of the disease- 
under consideration. 

I was called, January 3, 1875, to see George C , a young, hearty, 

strong man aged nineteen years. Tongue not much furred, but trem- 
bling when attempted to put it out ; pulse 1 10, very compressible ; great 
and sudden muscular prostration ; is unable to sfand up ; had a big chill 
four hours ago; short, hacking cough; is raising a glairy mucus streaked 
with blood ; mind wandering, so much so, his father sent for me think- 
ing he was going crazy ; got very wet two days ago. 

R Hot bricks to his feet, fat and mush poultice to the chest ; as one 
poultice cools another hot to be applied every ho. r through the night. 
Sulphate quinine, grs. 5; submur. hydrarg., grs. 4; sulph. morphia, gr. 
)^, hora somni; sulph. quinine, grs. 5, first thing in the morning, with 
teaspoonful crab orchard salts at 9 a. m. 

January 4th, 12 m., bowels have been moved twice; cough fuller; 
breathing better; and expectoration easier and thicker ; pulse 100; mind 
clearing up. R Sulph. morphia, gr. ^ ; sulph. quinine, grs. 5 ; ipe- 
cac, gr. ^, hora somni; in the morning, sulph. quinine, grs, 5. 

January 5th, 4 p. m. Slept well ; tougue clean ; mind clear ; is up 
about the room; wants to eat. R Sulph. quinine, grs. 5 at bed time 
and early in the morning; buttermilk half water ad libitum; glass warm 
toddy morning, noon and night. Was out on the street next day. 

I was sent for to see Mrs. W , December 25th, 1875. ^^ twenty 

four years of age ; is the mother of one child ; is En'glish by birth ; is of 
stout build and a brunette, but of a florid complexion ; has had a long, 
severe attack of typhoid fever, since her arrival in America. She took 
a long walk about a week ago, to which she is unaccustomed. She has 
neither slept nor felt well since her fatiguing walk, but can't tell why ; 
is not sensible of much pain; mind is clouded, wandering; pulse 145, 
very compressible ; tongue, red and dry ; it doubles up when she at- 
tempts to poke it out ; whole posterior part of left lung in a state of he- 
patization ; bowels running off; a short, dry, hacking cough. Had I 
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not known the fact that this lady had suffered from a long, severe at- 
tack of typhoid fever since she came to America, I believe I should 
have taken her case to be one of ** typhoid fever," complicated with 
pneumonia. R Sulph. quinine, grs. 5 ; pulvis doveri, grs. 5, to be 
taken every four hours, when not asleep ; tartar ointment to be rubbed 
on the upper part of spinal column and between the shoulders ; infusion 
^upatorium perfoliatum instead of water; room to be kept regularly 
warm and darkened; moist heated bricks to her feet, and bottles with 
warm water to be scattered around her in bed. 

Dec. 26th. No change ; prescription continued. 

Dec. 27th. Pulse still 145; has slept a little; tartar begins to pro- 
duce a crop of pustules. R Continue the prescription and also rub 
ointment on anterior portion of the chest. 

Dec. 28th. Has slept more ; bowels stopped ; pulse 105 and fuller; 
tartar ointment has produced a fine crop of pustules. Continue the 
prescription. 

Dec. 29th. Has slept almost all night; begins to feel her weakness; for 
the first time asked for her child; has just found out she has been out of 
her mind; expectoration much improved; takes a little chicken soup, 
says it tastes good ; looks on her chest and back as if she had just had 
the small pox. 

Dec. 30th. Is much improved in every respect ; is convalescing 
rapidly. R Pulvis doveri, grs. x at bed time ; sulph. quinine, grs. 5 
ter in die sumendus ; a gla.ss of toddy whenever desired ; chicken or 
squirrel soup ad libitum. 

January, 2d. Is convalescent. 

This lady after her recovery, still had a disposition to cough, and 
thinking she was threatened with consumption, she visited Colorado, 
remaining some six or eight months. In one month after her return 
she was again seized with typhoid pneumonia. I saw her early and 
soon ** aborted" the disease, but after her recovery she again was an- 
noyed with the cough. During my attendance in her last illness, I 
thought I discovered some taint of struma. I gave her five drops of 
tinct. iodine fort, in a syrup of sarsaparilla. It relieved the cough 
promptly, and she said had done more to restore her health than her 
trip to Colorado. 

October loth, 1855, I was called to see Whiting H , about 45 

years of age, a man with no surplus flesh, and naturally of a pale, cada- 
verous cast of countenance. I found on my arrival late in the day, 

that Dr. B , of Clarke county, had been sent for .also, and the doctor 

was on his horse just in the act of leaving when I arrived. I urged 
him to get down, but he persistently refused to do so, saying the patient 
was dying and he had the Shenandoah river to cross, and wished to 
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cross it before it was dark. Left to my own resources, I surveyed the 
ground, determined to make the best fight I could with the disease^ 
His wife informed me that his attack was brought on by over-exertion, 
fatigue, etc., etc. I must confess he had all the appearance of one in- 
a fatal stage of collapse. I found him semi-comatose ; pulse scarcely 
perceptible at the wrist ; surface of the body, cold ; countenance, pale,, 
cadaverous, anxious; breathing, laborious, humid, decubitus, dorsal; 
unable to cough, much less to expectorate, although you could see 
where he had previously expectorated a rusty-brown colored sputa; his. 
bed was found to contain a large quantity of thin serous-looking blood 
passed per anus. I locked up his bowels with an enema of water, 
starch and laudanum. I must have in this case full, free reaction, and 
I must have it quickly. He will not live until a blister can have its 
effect. What is to be done? Why, I said to myself, apply the actual 
cautery. I quickly rubbed his chest with alcohol and applied a lighted 
taper. The flash of the lurid light had hardly passed off before reaction, 
came on; he became conscious; his breathing is/nrr, his pulse fuller 
and slower ; his expectoration, easier, etc. , etc. I gave him x grs. 
pulvis doveri with grs. 30 of quinine. In'half an hour he was breath- 
ing much easier and sleeping sweetly. At 10 a.m. the next day he is- 
almost convalescent; is quite cheerful and comfortable. 

R Sulph. quinine, grs. 5 ; pulvis doveri, grs. 5, every four hours; 
buttermilk half water, or beef tea at will — continue for a few days. 
From this time convalescence rajndly supervened. No relapse. I heard 
lately he is enjoying good health in his new home in the state of Mis- 
souri. 

CHTLDBIRTH WITHOUT PAIN. 



BY R. I?. ANDERSON, M.D., OF GEORGIA. 



Two remarkable cases of painless labor, within the last twelve years, 

have occurred in my practice; the first in March, 1866. Mrs. , 

of Milton county, Ga., expecting to be confined and having passed 
through her pregnancy up to time, as usual, it being the sixth pregnan- 
cy without any unfavorable symptoms, and no signs of labor, I thought 
I could be absent for one night from the neighborhood. Consulted 
her as to the propriety of leaving, and engaged an old lady who had 
followed the business for many years, living just across the road from 
her, to watch over her and if labor should come on in my absence, and 
there should be the least bad symptom, to call in my friend, W. P. P. , 
immediately. 

On the second day, about sunset, she experienced a bearing-down 
sensation, and thought best to call the old lady over to stay with her 
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until my arrival. The bearing sensation increased, having regular in- 
tervals, for about two hours, at which time she got in bed, and the first 
bearing-down sensation (which was almost instantly), the child was 
delivered, before anyone could get to her to assist her in the least ; in a 
few minutes the placenta was thrown off in the same way, without the 
least pain. The uterus contracted finely, there was no hemorrhage or 
after pains during that night, though after that night she exi)erienced 
after-pains as usual. I arrived at the place about one hour after the 
birth of the child. 

The next case was that of a colored woman who had aborted several 
times, within the last ten years ; had never carried a child to full term, 
nor longer than from two to five months. I was called to see her on 
the 31st of January last; at one o'clock a.m. ; found her in labor, pains 
bearing down; the child presented: the os dilated ; the waters had es- 
caped. She informed me that she had been suffering pain for three 
weeks, and that for more than twelve hours her pains had been severe, 
and that they had been bearing down for two or more hours. I watched 
the case, its progress, etc., for one hour, when she remarked that the 
child had gone l)ack ; this she did just as a j)ain was going off. I then 
made examination and found the child's head had receded, at least 2 '2 
or 3 inches. At this time she comjjlained of severe pain above the 
symphysis pubis; her complaint rather led me to fear laceration of the 
uterus anteriorly, as the head of the child was then nearly in reach, 
whereas, before it was almost pressing the perineum. I examined the 
abdomen to see if I could detect, through the abdominal parietes, any 
portion of the child that might have escaped into the abdominal cavity. 
I also examined the pulse; all apj)eared right; no evidence in either 
showing the least sign of laceration. I waited 2. or 3 pains without 
the least advancement of the child. I then placed her on the lap, and 
a pain or two brought the child to its former position. She soon be- 
came faint and begged to be put to bed. This being done, her pains 
continued as before, without the slightest advancement. After wait- 
ing for sometime, I had her again placed on the lap ; her pains ceased 
entirely ; contraction of the uterus continued to recur as when she had 
pains, but without the slightest pain. Placing my hand upon the ab- 
domen I could feel the contraction, and would ask her at every con- 
traction if she felt any pain : her answer was invariably : **No, sir, 
not the slightest pain, 1 only feel a drawing and pressing down, but not 
painful." Thus she went on until delivered of a large, healthy-looking 
male child ; the placenta came also without pain, neither had she any 
after-pains, and she is now, February 8, doing well. 

On the 4th inst., a medical friend of mine informed me that he deli- 
vered a colored woman of her 14th child, who declared to him that she 
had never suffered pain in childbirth. The colored woman, mother of 
the 14 children, is now living in Marietta, where she gave birth to her 
last child. 
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CHLORAL HYDRATE IN OBSTETRICS. 



BY L. .» BOUCHEI^LE, M.D., OF GEORGIA. 



There is no article in the materia medica but has its uses and abuses, 
and this is eminently true of this important drug. The good and great 
Dr. Dickinson was accustomed to say of opium : ** Magnum donum 
Dei homini " ; and as much may truly be said of chloral hydrate. But 
its special use in obstetrics is all that is proposed to consider in this 
humble contribution. 

No working physician can recall his cases for, say five years, without 
remembering with mortification, not to say perplexity, how he has been 
disappointed with ergot in cases of inertia of the womb. But after 
making due allowance for idiosyncrasis, these will all disappear with 
the use of chloral. I do not remember to have seen this property of 
the drug named in any book or journal ; and it may be proper to state 
that it was accidentally noticed in my practice, thus : A case of consi- 
derable duration that occurred some years ago, in which I proposed to 
help the sufferer to a litde respite, by giving a moderate dose of the 
•drug; and, instead of accomplishing my purpose, it set the pain to 
*^ grinding" with redoubled vigor, and ended in a far more speedy re- 
covery than had been anticipated. After that it was administered again 
and again _to test this property with most gratifying results, since which 
time ergot has been appealed to but once. And in addition to its su- 
periority in exciting uterine action to ergot, after delivery, it soothes 
the sufferer into a refreshing **nap," from which she awakes feeling 
fresh and bright. Is the rationale asked for. by the positi vist ? Let him 
tell us why some drugs excite one organ to action and not another, and 
it will be time to explain this. 

Some years ago the writer had occasion to write for this journal some 
account of treating puerperal convulsions, without blood letting, sub- 
stituting brisk catharsis; now by the use of chloral, I have no trouble 
in controlling this fearful disease, either before or after delivery. Un- 
der the old regime, in case the convulsions came before delivery, this 
was the first thing thought of; but, as seems more natural and most 
demanded, by the exigences of the case, with chloral the convulsions 
are stopped at once, and an easy and natural delivery is facilitated. 

In such cases it acts equally as well or better administered per anum, 
or per orem, without much increase of dose. Only be careful to use 
enough of fluid to keep from irritating the bowel too much, but not 
enough to so distend it as to provoke peristaltic action. It is better to 
use sugar,. glycerine or albumen with the water. The writer has never 
had to give more than the second dose without completely subduing the 
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'Convulsions. In only one case has he found it necessary to resort to 
any other remedy whatever in a number of cases. 

7'his remedy has several distinctive features that commend it to the 
profession. First, its simplicity ; second, its certainty ; third, its inno- 
cency with its promptness, and last but not least, its dual property : 
it subdues the convulsions and facilitates delivery, when they occur 
<inte partum. 

From my book cases might be given seriatim, but to state well-esta- 
"blished facts, in as small comjiass as possible, is my object in this com- 
munication, and to give my peers the benefit of my experience in a 
disease that may well strike us with terror, for it is a terrible malady. 
I give, to arouse to energetic action, the uterus that is inert, 20 to 30 
grains, in, say one gill of water made pretty sweet, and have never had 
to repeat. Who can say as much for ergot ? In convulsions the same 
•dose, per anum, in about the same quantity of water, sweetened, or 
with glycerine, or the white of an egg well wixed with the water. In 
such cases, the second dose is rarely needed. 

A convulsion in a family is like a shell in a camp, it puts dismay on 
every countenance; but with this potent remedy the doctor can go to 
the rescue with almost unlimited confidence^ if these miserable torturers 
have not had hold of the patient long enough to shake the vitality out of 
her, or so near out, that the tide ebbs on after the cessation of the con- 
vulsions. Try it. 



TREATMENT OF FISTULA IN A NO. —A NEW METHOD. 



BY I. J. SU{;GS, M.D., OF TEXAS. 



Some years since 1 was called in consultation in case of fistula in 
ano. After examining the case, I conceived the idea of introducing a 
tube into the rectum so as to prevent the action of the sphincter, and 
thereby allowing the fistula to heal. It was agreed to. I had a silver 
tube made as follows : 3 inches long, about i )^ inches in diameter at 
the point, larger at the base, flared some small holes in the base so as 
to confine it with a bandage. Made an obturator similar to that of a 
speculum uteri. After having the bowels well evacuated the tube was 
introduced and confined with a T bandage, the obturator removed and 
a plug of cotton introduced, the fistula well cleansed and a diluted 
tincture of iodine injected. Five days after the operation the tube was 
removed and the fistula perfectly cured. 

I have not had a case of fistula since in which to try again the above 
treatment. 
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A CASE OF EXOPHTHALMIC GOITRE. 



HV JOHN A. J.IDDELL, M.D., OF N. V. 



This disease is by no means common, and therefore the j>ublication 
of the following case may do some good. The notes were taken at the 
time. Miss C, a maiden lady in good circumstances, about 34 years 
old, of stjut build, dark hair, dark eyes, and brunette complexion^ 
whose home was in the country, applied to me for treatment March 15, 
1873. She has a large bilobate tumor in the throat, obviously deve- 
loped in connection with the thyroid gland; the right lobe considerably 
larger than the left. Eyes also much protuberant, giving her a strange, 
staring appearance, with pupils somewhat dilated, but respondent to 
light. Says she first noticed the swelling in her throat about three 
years ago. During the last year, however, it has grown very rapidly. 
First noticed that her eyes were becoming too prominent about one 
year ago. The protrusion is increasing, and at times the eyeballs feel 
as if they would burst out of her head. Then she gets relief by pres- 
sing them back into the orbits with her fingers. 

As to the goitre, it sometimes is considerably larger than at others ; 
it sometimes, also, gives rise to choking sensations and difficult breath- 
ing, or suffocative attacks, with dread of impending death. Is very 
nervous and easily fatigued. Countenance and lips rather pale. Is 
subject to dizziness, and is short-breathed, especially on making exer- 
tion. Is not liable to palpitation of the heart. Menstruation regular, 
much more so than formerly. Appetite good. Bowels inclined to be 
constipated. Suffered much from bleeding piles last fall, but of !a:e not 
at all. Pulse about 90, full and hard. Heart beats strongly, but 
without abnormal murmurs. On examining the goitre with my fingers 
I find that each lobe of it pulsates synchronously with the heart, dis- 
tinctly, strongly, and expansively, /. r., in an outward direction, and 
imparts to the touch a jarring or thrilling sensation. On listening to it 
with a flexible stethoscope, a rather loud bellows-murmur is heard in 
every part of each lobe. Advised the application of ice to the goitre 
daily, and the internal administration of the following : 

R Pulv. digitalis (opt.) gr. xij. 

FerrI redact! (Quevenne) gr. xviij. 

Mueilag. g. tragacan tb q. s. 

Ut ft. pil. jvqual. No. 18. 
S. Take one pill three times a day, before meals. 

Also: 

B Pil. rhei com p. (sugar-coated), No. 6. 
B. Take one pill daily after dinner, until the constipation is relieved, 

March 2 1 . Patient feels rather better, and is less nervous ; has not 
had an attack of choking since she called on the 15th; goitre un- 
changed ; has not applied the ice ; pulse 90 (by count) and soft. Pre- 
scribed the following : 

R Extract, ergot, fluid. (Squibb). 

Tinct. digitalis aa 5 iij 

S. Take ten drops three times a day, in water. 

Also : 

R Fil. rbeicomp. (su^ar-coated), No. 6. 
S. Take one pill daily at bed time. 
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March 29. Patient says she is less nervous; finds now tiiat she can 
write without shaking; exophtahlmos the same; pulse 90, by count, but 
larger; goitre smaller; has much pain in uterine, sacral, and lumbar 
regions, apparently due to the ergot ; says that on the whole she feels 
decidedly stronger and better. Applied the ice yesterday to the goitre, 
which, she thinks, caused it to shrink, but gave her a severe fit of suf- 
focative breathing that followed the application thereof. Ordered the 
ice to be applied again on Monday (31st), and to call on me Tuesday. 

Also : 

R Pulv. digitalis (opt.) 

Quinite sulph aa gr. xxiv. 

Mucil. g. tragacanth... ... q. s. 

Ut ft. pil. requal. No. 24. 
8. Take one pill three times a day. 

April 3. Patient says she feels still better; is decidedly stronger and 
less nervous; expression of countenance less anxious and more com- 
posed ; eyes rather less protuberant ; pulse less frequent and more na- 
tural in volume ; after resting it is 84, by count ; the goitre, especially 
its right lobe, decidedly diminished in size, and firmer in feel ; bellows- 
murmur in right lobe also not so loud. Injected subcutaneously over 
right lobe of the goitre six minims of Squibb's extract, ergot, fluid. It 
caused some burning pain at the place of injection, but not so much as 
I had expected. Directed the pills of digitalis and quinine to be con- 
tinued. She had failed or neglected to apply the ice again, partly from 
want of facilities to do it, and partly from dread of its possible effects, 
inasmuch as on a previous occasion it was attended with a paroxysm of 
choking and extreme dyspnoea. 

April 25. Both lobes of the thyroid (goitre) now free from thrill, 
quite hard, and considerably diminished in size. Prescribed : 

R Granulpe acid, arseniosi (sing. gr. 1-20, No. 100) 
S. Take one granule night and morning. 

On the next day she returned to her home in the country feeling 
pretty well, since which time I have not seen her. I heard, however, 
through one of her friends who had seen her, that the improvement was 
permanent. 

What struck me most in the management of her casejwas the good 
effect of the ergot, especially when it was employed subcutaneously at 
the seat of the swelling in her throat. 

I have delayed the publication of her case because, hitherto, I have 
hoped to see her again, and to find by personal examination, the result 
of the treatment. — N. Y. Med. Record, 



TREATMENT OF CATARRH. 



BY W. ^. DUNCAN, M.D. 

The successful treatment of catarrh is largely confined to local appli- 
cations, although the necessity for treating internally every disorder of 
the system is earnestly urged. Always in treating a diseased surface, 
cleanliness is recognized as the chief requisite. This necessity, I repeat, 
is especially emphasized in dealing with a diseased mucous membrane, 
whidi must be thoroughly cleansed before the application of medicine 
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is made. The mucus is often very tenacious, and secreted in cavities 
difficult of access, and yet it is possible to remove most of it by the me- 
thods described. The fact that alkaline solutions have a solvent effect 
on mucus is utilized, and all of the cleansing solutions contain some 
form of alkali ; and as in many cases there is a decomposition of the 
retained secretion, an antiseptic or disinfectant is used. Any combina- 
tion of these two medicines, in weak solution, will answer, but that 
which seems to be as efficient as anv, and in use at the clinic, is Do- 
hell's solution. 

R Aeidi carbol 3 iss. 

Sodii bil)oratLs, 

Sodli bicarb:, aa 5 i(. 

Glycerina? i. ,^ ij. 

Aqute ad f. Oij. M. 

It is used with the atomizer, the post-pharyngeal syringe, and the 
nasal douche. The nasal douche of Thudichum has received too much 
praise and too much condemnation. It has a position in the armenture 
worthy of a moment's consideration. When a catarrh is simple, there 
is nothing but an excess of secretion, and it is limited to the anterior 
nares, the use of nasal douche is serviceable. It is valueless in any 
other case, however, because the solution washes only a limited surface. 
It enters one nostril, and, flowing upward around the rear of the sep- 
tum, passes out of the other, cleansing only the inferior meatuses, and 
does not reach the whole of the vault. Again, it does not run with 
sufficient force to be of much value when there is a copious sticky se- 
cretion. There is some danger to be apprehended from the solution 
entering the Eustachian tubes, beyond the valvular portion, if used 
carelessly. This liability is reduced to a mere nothing if the patient be 
directed to hold the nose downwards, and while the current is passing 
through the nostril^ to breath through the open mouth. Also the ves- 
sel or reservoir must not be placed more than two fee above the level 
of the head. Common salt 3 i. — aq. Oi. may be of service. I have 
abandoned the douche because of its limited service, except when used 
with a curved nozzle, like the pipe of the post-pharyngeal syringe, which 
is past behind the soft palate, and the solution runs out of both nostrils. 
I recommend this to be used by the patient at his home. 

The best method of using the cleansing solution is with the post- 
pharyngeal syringe, which is both safe and efficient. The solution can 
be driven with a great deal of force without danger of its entering the 
middle ear, because the direction of the stream and the Eustachian 
tubes is the same, downwards and forwards. It is to be entered flat on 
the tongue, which is depressed by its nozzle, its point introduced quickly 
behind tTie palate, and the contents suddenly and forcibly ejected by 
driving home the piston, and the syringe withdrawn. When there are 
crusts and plugs of mucus, it may be necessary to repeat its use a dozen 
or more times at a sitting before they are washed away. Always exam- 
ine to see that the surface is clean. When skillfully used, it gives no 
pain, and is tolerated by any patient. Sometimes the sticky pellicle in 
ozaena will be loosened and c'ra vn down from the upper meatuses until it 
reaches the anterior nares, where it will remain. It can be dislodged 
by throwing a stream with the same syringe, nrst into the nares in front, 
and then from behind the palate. The solution can also be used in a 
spray driven by compressed air, either oy a hand-ball atomizer, or a 
pump and receiver. The last is vr efficient when used with about 
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thirty (30) pounds pressure, and will dislodge mucus from the superior 
meatuses, and even the entrance of the sinuses. It is better for children 
than the post-pharyngeal syringe. If, with all these methods, you fail 
to clear the nostrils, as you may do in syphilis, loosen the crusts with a 
probe, and remove them with long, slender forceps. 

The next step in the treatn^ent is the application of the medicines 
adapted to the case, which is made in the form of spray, powder or 
solution. The spray spreads out in every direction, and reaches cavi- ^ 
ties otherwise almost inaccessible, and is, therefore, the choice method. 
In simple catarrh the object in view is to reduce the amount of inflam- 
mation by the use of astringents. Select astringents of different strengths- 
and kinds to suit each case. For a standard astringent, sulphate of 
zinc, gr. xv. — aq. 3 j., is a good one. If the case be a mild one do 
not use it stronger than three grains. If the catarrh be of long stand- 
ing see the patient three times a week, and in the intervals let him use 
the cleansing solution home, with Delano's atomizer, or the post-phar- 
yngeal douche. . Ferric-alum, gr. v. — xx. to aq. ^j., is valuable when 
there is excess of secretion and little sensibility. Chlorate of potash, 
nitrate of silver, tannin and chloride of zinc may be used. Ring the 
changes on the astringents until a good one is found, and stick to it. 
When pain, lasting longer than half an hour, follows the use of the as- 
tringent, use a spray of U. S. solution of morphine. When there is. 
hypertrophy to deal with, stronger applications are needed. Caustics 
can be applied with a probe, one end of which is tightly wrapped with 
cotton. With such a probe, one end of which is bent at right angles, 
the short arm of which is about an inch long, applications can be made 
behind the palate to the vault. The hypertrophied tissue may be des- 
troyed, crushing it with forceps, cutting it with a knife, and galvano- 
cautery are allowable. The polypoid thickening of the ends of the 
turbinate bones can be touched with caustics, applred by means of a 
probe passed through a shield. Curette the vault when there is ade- 
noid degeneration. In both the above forms of catarrh excess of se- 
cretion is the prominent feature requiring treatment. 

In the atrophic form the secretion is absent, and the glands need to 
be stimulated to action, and astringents avoided. A spray from a weak 
solution of iodine, gtt. v. — x. to aq. gi., or tr. sanguinaria ^ i. to aq. 
3 i., may be used. Sang., myrrh, and lycopodium in powder, blown 
into the nostrils, are a valuable stimulant. Continued applications to 
a perfectly dry membrane bring a reward after a time, when the stumps 
of the glands begin to take on action and pour out the secretion. 

The simple ozaena is treated by carefully removing the pellicle every 
day or two, and then using an astringent spray, after which idioform 
blown into the nostrils in powder is effective. The na.sal passages must 
constantly be kept open so as to allow all the offensive matter to flow 
freely out of the accessory cavities. The idioform is not annoying to 
the patient, and, if care be taken not to get any of it on the clothing, 
will not be very disagreeable to others. When syphilitic ozoena exists., 
the local treatment is the same. In addition, the usual internal reme- 
dies are employed. If any dead bone can be detached take it away at 
once. Finally, take up each complication singly and overcome it, re- 
move all foreign bodies and tumors, fight every disease and diathesis 
with the proper remedies, and the same measure of success will be met 
with in treating catarrh as is encountered in treating other chronic dis- 
orders. — JV. V, Med. Record. 
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CHLORAL IN PUERPERAL ECLAMPSIA. 



BY M. W. WARFIELD, M.D. 



Mrs. E , a primipara, aet. 35 years, is a tall, stout woman, of 

brunette complexion ; married thirteen ,years. She has suffered from 
nausea and vomiting during the whole period of gestation. Four weeks 
since, I'analyzed the urine, suspecting albuminuria, but obtained only 
negative results. I had made no examination since that time, nor had 
I seen her since, until her labor, January 7, when I found the patient 
stilllvomiting, and complaining of headache, although she had bled 
profusely from the nose. Face swollen and purple, eyelids puffy, hands 
stiff. 

The OS was dilated to the size of a half-dollar, rigid. Head present- 
ing in first position. The pains were regular. 

The case progressed without accident. Bowels were moved by an 
active cathartic. Kidneys seemed sufficiently active until the bearing- 
down pains came on. At two o'clock p. m. Mrs. E. was suddenly seized 
with a violent convulsion. With such delay only as was caused by a 
lancet rusty from long disuse, I relieved the patient of a quart of blood 
(without arresting the convulsions), and sent to my office, three-quar- 
ters of a mile distant, for chloral hydrate and chloroform. When the 
messenger returned, as the patient was enable to swallow, I adminis- 
tered, per rectum, forty-five grains of chloral hydrate, using chloroform 
(of which I had but little) on a handkerchief until she came fully under 
the influence of the chloral. The spasms were arrested. I repeated 
the chloral injections as often as the effect seemed to wear off, until the 
close of the labor, which occurred about four o'clock p.m., when Mrs. 
E. was delivered of a female child weighing nearly ten pounds. I left 
my patient about seven p. m. , restored to consciousness and able to 
converse, but was starded by a messenger, two hours later, who report- 
ed Mrs. E. to be dying. I hastened to the house, and found my pa- 
tient quite delirious and very restless, requiring some one to hold her 
in the bed. She had had a strong convulsion before my arrival. Again 
administered the chloral hydrate, this time ninety grains to the dose, 
with the same result as before. Stayed by the patient all night, and 
renewed the chloral as required, adding laudanum when my chloral 
was getting exhausted. Just before day, I was aroused from a doze, to 
hear her talking rationally and inquiring what had happened, etc. 

As soon as Mrs. E. could swallow, I put her upon the following 
prescription, although I was not sure that her condition was due to 
uraemia : 

R Bitartrate potass ,5 l^- 

Fl. ext. digitalis 3; ss. 

Syrup, squill 5p8. 

JSwt. spts. nitre tii. 

Water to make 5 vili. 

Dose, two tablespoonsful every two hours. 

To relieve the headache and guard against any return of the spasms, 
I ordered between these doses twenty grains bromide potass., all of 
which has acted favorably, and my patient is now convalescing rapidly. 

My object in reporting this case is to impress on the profession the 
value of chloral in the treatment of eclampsia. In the course of my 
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parctice I have had a number of such cases, in only one of which (oc- 
curring about the fourth month of pregnancy) was I able to arrest con- 
vulsions until delivery had been accomplished, although chloroform, 
bleeding, etc. , had been tried. 1 attribute my success in the above 
case entirely to the free use of chloral hydrate. — Med. Times. 



METRIC SYSTEM, 



In the course of a lecture delivered before the New York Academy 
of Science, to demonstrate that the metric system must be taught more 
through the senses than to the mind, Dr. E. Seguin shows some of the 
advantages physicians would derive from the use of this (quantitative 
language in practice, and in recording observations. 

** Foremost in human interest is the uniformity of weights in pre- 
scriptions, which would prevent the grave or fatal results attending the 
composition abroad of medicines prescribed here. And the uniformity 
of measures which would give the possibility of writing observations 
uniform — that is to say comparable at sight — with those of other na- 
tions. 

**Then comes the possibility of mathematically accounting for the 
vital functions intrusted to the physician, in health at first, during their 
waste in disease, and in the course of their recuperation under treat- 
ment; and to make these individual records serve as mathematical 
elements of true medical statistics. 

'* These records and the following ones, could be rendered much 
more valuable by being made on metric paper (a paper water lined, one 
way with the millimeter, centimeter and decimeter-line: and the other 
way with centimetric and decimetric water-lines only). I will name 
among the applications of this paper to the precision of our art, the tra- 
cing of the curves of the diurnal and pathological variations of the tem- 
perature, pulse and respiration; the figures furnished by the haemato- 
meters, spyrometer, dynamometer, various urinoscopes, etc. ; the gra- 
phic of the myograph, of the sphygmograph, and of other self-graphing 
instruments ; the drawings or photographs of the microscopic specimens, 
and other perishable or evanescent data, which lose part of their 
interest if their proportions have not been taken on an invariable scale. 

** I cannot omit the use of the metric paper-bands, on which, in im- 
portant cases, must be telegraphed, from the bedside to the doctor^s 
desk, the sudden break in the course of the vital functions, which fore- 
tells a crisis avertable only by telegraphic swiftness. Now that instru- 
ments of medical precision are invented as fa.st as the want of nicety in 
diagnosis demands them, nothing is more necessary than a means of 
concentrating their data on the uniform, and all but uniformly accepted 
plans of the metric system, of the metric scales, and of the metric paper. 
The great founders of the first societies of * medical observation,' 
longed in vain for such means of record of their admirable observa- 
tions as are now within the grasp of the whole profession. 

** Let us, therefore, follow Europe in the use of the metric system ; 
but let us show European physicians the use of the * metric plan ' in 
medical observation, beating them on their own ground, literally with 
a piece of paper. 

**Our mind has come to that, but not our routine and automatism. 
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Most of our medical schools and hospital clinics teach by the old 
weights and measures ; few physicians prescribe in the metric language^ 
and the druggists who know better (not all, of course), smile and put 
up according to direction. The best surgeons import their instruments^ 
for no other superiority over our home manufactures than their metric 
scale. The Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and New York State Medical 
Societies recommend the use of the metric system; the U. S. Medical 
Marine Service makes it official and obligatory : and the Secretary of 
the Navy sarcastically remarks, in his last report to Congress^ that'this 
change has caused no evil results. Could we not benignantly promise 
the same results to private initiative ? " — Medical Record. 



TREATMENT OF LUPUS, 



John C, aged about forty, some two years ago had what he thought 
a wart upon the pinna of the ear. This wart proving troublesome he 
was in the habit of picking at it, until it became an ulcer ; he then ap- 
plied many home-made salves, but failing to heal the sore, applied to 
me for treatment. 1 was satisfied that I had a case of lupus to contend 
with, and told him it would be necessary to burn it ; this he would not 
agree to until I had given him several ointments, such as carbolic, ung. 
hdyg., ammonia, etc., to try and heal it. These having failed, as 1 
anticipated, he consented to submit to any treatment I might deem ad- 
visable. The ulcer now extended over the greater portion of the upper 
part of the ear and the adjacent jjart of the head. On the 20th of Oc- 
tDber, 1878, 1 applied a paste made of chloride zinc one part, and flour 
three parts, as advised by Erichsen, and sent him home, some five 
miles, with some morphia powders to take during the night, to relieve 
pain. On the morning of the 21st I visited him. He had not taken 
the morphia, saying the pain was not so severe as to require it. The 
whole of the ear and surrounding parts were much swollen and in- 
flamed. Ordered flaxseed poultice ; the swelling and inflammation gra- 
dually subsided, and on the 26th the whole of the slough or eschar 
caused by the paste had come away, leaving a healthy granulating sur- 
fice. I now ordered the application of the following ointment : Ungt. 
hydrarg. nit., ,^j, cosmoline, 5J, recommended by Dr. G. McConnelL 
Med. and Sur^. Reporter^ Sept. 21st, 1878. The sore healed rapidly,, 
and in ten days from application of zinc paste the man was at work. 

The main points of interest in my case are, ist, the slight amount of 
pain, the patient walking five miles after application of the paste, and 
not taking the morphia with which he had been supplied, at any time 
during treatment, though the paste was kept on some twelve hours, 
and set up considerable inflammation. 2d. The short time required to 
effect a radical cure of a lupus of two years' standing. The object in 
treatment is to stimulate the vessels supplying the parts, so as to substi- 
tute active healthy action for the sluggish, indolent condition always 
found in lupus ; therefore your paste should be sufficiently strong and 
applied long enough to set up considerable inflammation, and to pene- 
trate through the diseased to the healthy tissues, so that when your 
eschar comes off it may take the whole of the diseased part with it. 
otherwise you may have to make more than one application. — Df\ 
Alexander, in Med. and Surg. Reporter. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Pimply-face Acne. — In a recent lecture by Mr. Jonathan Hutch- 
ison, an eminent London surgeon, in whfch he discusses the whole 
-subject of this unsightly affection, its causes and appearances, he says 
in regard to the best treatment as follows : 

* ' When the face is covered with pimples, some of which are red, 
some contain pus, and others show only black points in their centers — 
all kinds being present, and all show in progress — it is commonly 
agreed to call the condition acne. 

**The rules for the constitutional treatment of acne patients follow 
easily from what we have said. If the patient be young, he should be 
made to use a cold bath every morning, to take plenty of exercise, to 
live liberally as regards meat diet, with a fair allowance of stimulants ; 
and he should be cautioned or encouraged, as the case may be, in ref- 
erence to sexual matters. As to medicines, a long course of small 
doses of arsenic will often be of great use. If constipation be present, 
the habitual use of a chalybeate aperient should be prescribed. You 
may do all this, however, most assiduously and gain nothing whatever, 
if you neglect local measures ; whilst with the latter only, and without 
any change in the patient's habits, you may often get an acne eruption 
so nearly well that he will regard it gratefully as a cure. The chief 
local measure consists in destroying, by means of a caustic, the inflamed 
follicles. With a fine-pointed glass brush, or a bit of soft wood cut to 
a point, you touch the inflamed spots from day to day. Take care not 
to apply too much.^ In the left hand should be a roll of blotting-paper 
with which to absorb the fluid if it has been deposited too abundantly. 
The best fluid to use is the acid nitrate of mercury. It will usually 
he necessary to repeat the touching once a week for a month or two, 
carefully seeking out every fresh spot. After that the patient should 
still see you once a month, in order that the cure may be kept up. 
The acid thus used does not leave larger scars than the spots would 
themselves do. 

* * In acne rosacea, the use of the caustic will again serve an excel- 
lent purpose. You may not only touch the spots themselves, but also 
pencil out the stray vessels which add so much to the patient's disfig- 
urement. He, or more usually she, will gladly exchange a few slight 
and scarcely perceptible scars for the angry and very suspicious looking 
redness of face which the disease causes." — Med. Tinus and Gaz, 

Jaborandi in Puerperal Convulsions. — Dr. H. B. White re- 
lates the following case : Primipara at term, health good until within 
a few days ; strange feeling in her head ; swelling of feet and legs 
coming on for several days and now she could scarcely walk about the 
room ; labor had not begun ; had passed but little water for several 
days — its condition not noted. Infusion of jaborandi was given in re- 
peated doses but convulsions set in with stertorous breathing. But a 
drenching perspiration soon »began, and the patient made a good reco- 
very in the usual time, though the urine showed moderate amount of 
albumen. 
8 
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Rules for Sending Consumptives to Travel. — The follow- 
ing rules are those laid down by Dr. James Edward Pollock, in a recent 
lecture : 

1. Never permit any patient to travel who is not in the quiescent 
stage of disease, or who, in other words, is feverish, with high evening, 
temperature, and the physical signs and conditions already described 
to you, indicating the continuous form of phthisis. Observe this rule, 
and you will be successful ; break it and your patient and his friends- 
will not thank you. 

2. None of the secondary complications should be present, as con- 
tinuous or frequent diarrhoea, serious gastric disorder, or laryngeal ir- 
ritation. 

3. Chronic single cavity, with retraction of walls, accomplished or 
proceeding, is favorable for removal to a dry, bracing locality, if the 
haemoptysical element be wanting in the case. 

4. That form of disease described as diffused deposit in one lung, 
without much dullness or signs of massing of disease, with pretty large 
chest, and with more moderate emaciation, generally does well on ai 
sea voyage. 

5. A first-stage case, already chronic, does best for traveling about,, 
with frequent change of residence. The complication with bronchitis- 
or asthma is generally much benefitted by change. 

6. Persons ought not to travel at all with feverish symptoms ; with 
secondary complications ; with a large amount of local disease in any 
stage ; with both lungs diseased, with poor digestion and greatly lowered 
nutrition ; or in such a state of weakness or emaciation as to re«iuire 
home comforts, peculiar beds or chairs, or varieties of invalid cook- 
ery. — Medical and Surgical Reporter, 

Phimosis as a cause of Rupture in Children. — Mr. J. Ar- 
thur Kempe reports, in the Lancet, a series of observations which leads- 
him to believe that phimosis is not an unfrequent cause of hernia in in- 
fants. He states that the sequel of events is probably as follows : The 
abdominal parietes are naturally weak in children, which renders them 
less able to resist impulses which project the viscera against weakened 
parts. Here, then, is a remote or predisposing cause. The exciting: 
cause is readily supplied by the frequent and continued efforts that the 
child makes to overcome the obstruction offered by the tight prepuce^ 
and by the cries uttered consequent on pain caused in making these 
efforts. — Ibid. 

Anorexia. — Dr. Fonssagrives recommends the following formula :: 
Bruised Chinese rhubarb, bruised peel of bitter orange, of each four 
parts, and water 250 parts. This is to be infused cold during three 
days. Two or three tablespoonfuls are to be taken daily an hour be- 
fore dinner. If this does not succeed, he prescribes one or two pills 
an hour before dinner, each containing one centigramme of alcoholic 
extract ol nux vomica, and twenty centigrammes of extract of gentian, 
continuing them until the appetite is suitably restored. — Ibid, 

Milk Diet in Cystitis. — The Lancet reports a case of chronic 
cystitis, occurring seven years after lithotrity, as having been cured by 
an exclusive milk diet. 
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Notes from Practice. — I have jotted down some i)oints of tv- 
perience which I think are worth preserving. Let your readers take 
them at their vahie : 

1. Hydrobromic acid is a good brain and nerve sedative in acute 
melancholia (dose ^j to syr. simp, gss), but after a week's usedihorders 
digestion. It is too disagreeable to administer to females. 

2. Tannic acid, in powdered form, applied to wounds constituting 
compound fractures, will convert them, when the wounds are not ex- 
tensive or torn, into simple fractures, by rapidly forming a cicatrix, and 
thus save from one-third to one-half the usual time of healing. 

3. An ounce or two of oil of turpentine in half a pint or a pint of 
tepid menstruum, arrests, like a charm, intestinal hemorrhage, even 
when patients seem moribund. 

4. There is a form of bilious puerperal fever in which, by means of 
severe diarrhoea, nature effects a cure. To arrest this is bad practice 
and uniformly fatal. 

5. I have reduced gradually to normal frequency, and thus saved 
the patient, a pulse in puerperal fever that ran 150 beats per minute, by 
half-drop doses Norwood's tincture veratrum viride, with one grain 
quinine, administered every two, three and four hours. 

6. I recendy examined several patients in Brigham Hall Asylum, 
by ** cranial percussion," with a view to ** cerebral localization." In a 
respectable percentage I succeeded. In one epileptic lady, whose 
skull was broken many years ago, I was enabled to point out distinctly 
the seat of fracture. 

7. In summer diarrhoea of children (attention to all other hygienic 
conditions understood) the following treatment has almost worked mi- 
racles in my hands : 

R Calonip] err. j 

84Mla bicarb gr». vj 

Ft. chart No vi. 

Sk;. — One every hour until used, then one teaspoonful of castor oil, 

after which : 

R Extract biematoxyli pr. J 

Tr. kino 3 as 

8yr. siiiiplieis 

Aq. mentlise pip oa ^ J M. 

SiG. — According to age gss to 5J, twice daily. 

8. Pleasant, odorous substances are of greater value, curative and 
preventive, than the faculty accredit them. 

A foim of administering iron, more natural, convenient and effica- 
cious than hypodermically, a form in which it will be borne, liked and 
appropriated by every patient in whom it is indicated, from the infant 
to the aged, is as follows : 

R Oil of wintergreen gits, xvj 

Alcohol 5 X 

Whisky 3 xij 

Sbake and add 

Water 3 xxxij 

Sugar roj 

Fl. ext. gentian 5 i 

Iron, pyrophoep. (or) am. cit g Jf Sbake well. 

SiG. — A teaspoonful twice daily, before meals, in 3ss water. — Dr. 
R. J. Hutton, in Med. and Surg. Peporter. 
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Prognosis in Cerebral Hemorrhage. — It is often important 
to be able to give a reasonably correct opinion as to the result of apo- 
plectic attacks, in answer to inquiries by friends and parties interested. 
Dr. Lapponi, in the Revista Clinica de Bologna, presents some val- 
uable hints on this subject, whichmay be epitomized as follows : 

Those attacks in which coma continues over twenty-four hours are 
fatal. There are a few exceptions which extend the farthest limit to 
three days. 

There are but few attacks followed by slightly prolonged coma, in 
which one fails to observe, before the return of consciousness, occa- 
sional yawnings separated by intervals more or less prolonged. But if 
these yawnings occur soon after the attack, if they are frequent and suc- 
ceed each other rapidly, a fatal termination is certain. 

Paralysis of the buccinator always indicates a serious attack, as the 
seat of lesion is not far from the medulla oblongata. Ecjually grave, 
and perhaps more so, is labio-glosso laryngeal paralysis, which the 
author thinks he was the first to observe. Here the paralysis is of the 
hypoglossal and a portion of the facial nerve, from lesion of bulb. 

All cases in which, thirty or forty minutes after the attack, vomiting 
occurs without nausea or effort, being a veritable regurgitation of the 
stomach, will terminate in death. The value of this symptom is due to 
lesion of the vagus nerve. 

Paralysis of the pharynx, from lesion of the origin of the vagus, and 
polyuria supervening a few hours after the attack and due to lesion of 
the bulb, alike indicate great danger. 

Extreme depression of temperature occurring soon after the attack, is 
often the prelude of death. But if there succeed to this initial fall of 
temperature a reaction which raises the temperature above the normal 
standard, the prognosis is unfavorable without excej)tion. 

Finally, the decubitus acutus, so well described by Charcot, is a fatal 
symptom. — Pacific Med, Journal. 

Treatment of Enuresis Nocturna. — Dr. Kelp has, on several 
occasions, drawn attention to the value of subcutaneous injections of 
the nitrate of strychnia in the treatment of obstinate cases of nocturnal 
incontinence. He practices the injections in the neighborhood of the 
sacrum. A single injection of a very small quantity of the drug suffices 
o arrest the affection for a certain time, and when it reappears, the 
operation can be repeated. His later paper cites the case of a young 
woman, eighteen years of age, who had suffered from enuresis every 
night for several months ; it came on first after an attack of scarlatina, 
and persisted in spite of all precautions. The first injection procured 
her a respite of several nights, and the second produced a permanent 
cure. The patient was a strong, healthy girl, and had never suffered 
from enuresis previous to the attack from scarlatina. — Lc Mouvement 
Medical. 

Oil of Aleurites Triloba as a Cathartic. — Dr. Oxamendi 
esteems the oil obtained from the aleurites triloba, known in Ceylon 
under the name of kekune oil, as the best substitute for castor oil. It 
has a pleasant taste like that of hazelnut oil, and causes no unpleasant 
effects. Half an ounce is the dose for an adult; it operates in about 
three hours without causing pain or colic. — All^, Med. Cent. Zeii. 
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Picrate of Ammonia in Hooping-cough and Diphtheria. 
Dr. Z. T. Dellenbaugh, of Philadelphia, has been experimenting with 
picrate of ammonia, and in the Philadelphia Medical Times, August 
31st, 1878, says that since a former article on that subject (May 25th) 
in that journal, he has had ten or twelve additional cases of hooping- 
cough, which he has treated with picrate of ammonia with the most 
satisfactory results. *' Indeed, some of the cases were cured in the 
marvelously short time of from twenty-four to seventy-two hours." In 
view^ of this experience, together with some fifteen or twenty cases re- 
ported to him within the past few days, Dr. Dellenbaugh thinks he can 
most safely affirm that, if properly administered, the picrate of ammo- 
nia is a specific for the cure of hooping-cough. He gives to babies 
from one-sixteenth to one-twelfth grain, and to children from one-twelfth 
to one-eighth grain, every three hours. In one case of diphtheria, he 
has also used picrate of ammonia as a gargle (gr. viij to Oj), and by 
atomization. The solution of picrate produced a yellowish staining of 
the parts in such a way that he was inclined to believe a destruction of 
the micrococci ensued, and a speedy cure of the disease was the result. 
It, of eourse, will be advi.sable to detach thick exudations so that the 
picrate of ammonia solution can come in direct contact with the colo- 
nies of spherical bacteria. 

Benzoate of Lithia. — Dr. T. O. Summers says: *'In our 
hands benzoate of lithia has often a most magical effect in diminishing 
the uric acid deposits and increasing the free hippuric acid of the urine. 
It will thus be seen that this agent acts in a manner entirely different 
from the alkalies in the cure of uric acid deposits. Benzoate of lithia 
acts upon the urine before it leaves the blood, converting the uric acid, 
which would otherwise be deposited, into hippuric acid, a harmless 
agent, which passes off in solution, leaving no ill effects. The alkalies 
do not act in this way. They dissolve the uric acid directly after it has 
left the blood. Hence, while they are clearly indicated in those cases 
in which the acidity of the urine is so great as to produce irritability 
of the bladder or any part of the genito-urinary apparatus, it is clear 
that they cannot change the lithic acid diathesis — an end which we mav 
hope to attain according to the rationale of the benzoate of lithia action. ' 
— Nashville Journal of Med. and Surg. 

Hour to Cough. — To some persons coughing is harmless, but to 
others it is fraught with many dangers. It is, therefore, important to 
teach those liable to be injured by too severe or prolonged efforts at 
coughing how they may accomplish their purpose easily, safely and 
quickly. Dr. J. M. Fothergill (Philadelphia Medical Times) says: 
*'It must be insisted upon that the chest be well filled with air before 
the cough is let loose; that is, the reflex act m 1st be inhibited by the 
exercise of the will, until the chest be well tilled with air before the 
cough is let loose. Such full inspiration is effective not only in remov- 
ing the source of the irritation, but it usually causes other masses of 
mucus and charcoal to slide from their seat, and thus to set up further 
cough for their removal. But if the full inspiration plan be followed, 
these masses are readily and quickly expelled.'' Of course, these di- 
rections are of use only in such coughs as are for the purpose of remov- 
ing some offending matter from the air i)assage. — Cin. Lancet and Clinic. 
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Carbolic Acid Spray in Coughs. — A correspondent, who is a 
druggist in this city, sends us the following communication on this sub- 
ject : 

More than a year ago I read in the Journal of Chemistry a statement 
that carbolic acid in the form of spray benefitted a cough. Having a 
se\ ere cough at that time, I used the acid as directed, of a strength of 
about two j)er cent., with an atomizer, but finally tried five per cent., or 
the saturated solution. I took no medicine, and the cough went away 
in a few days. Now, from my first recollection I have had severe 
c:oughs, and have always had bronchitis, for which I have taken much 
medicine ; but since using the carbolic spray I have had no cough for a 
year. If I feel any of the symptoms which precede a cough or a cold, 
a few inhalations remove all the disagreeable feelings, and prevent a 
cough. Inhalation through the nostrils stops sneezing and the flow of 
mucus. I have recommended it to many others, all of whom were 
benefitted, and cured if they continue to inhale the spray. 

I have called the attention of many physicians to the value of car- 
l)olic acid in coughs, asthma, and chronic catarrh, and to the fact that 
the saturated solution (five per cent.) could be used with safety, and 
would in most cases be more beneficial than a weaker solution. They 
have answered that they would not give the acid of that strength under 
any consideration. But I have often used it of that strength, and many 
other peoj)le have tried it, with no other effect than soothing the irrita- 
tion of the membrane to which the spray was applied. The tickling 
sensation soon ceases, and the mucus is raised with but little effort. In 
fact, it relieves all the unpleasant symptoms and stops the progress of 
the catarrh. I believe that it is an absolute cure for all inflammations 
of the mucus membranes of the nose, throat and lungs, and that it pro- 
duces the desired effect immediately by contact with the affected part. — 
Boston Journal of Alcdicine. 

Hypodermic Injection in Hernia. — Reporting upon three 
* cases communicated to the Societe de Chirurgie, in which strangulated 
inguinal hernia was easily reduced after the hyj)odermic injection of 
morphia, M. Le Dentu observes that n the:e cases the strangulation 
was recent, and although the injections certainly assisted their reduction, 
it is doubtful how far they would have succeeded had the strangulation 
been more decided and of longer duration. If the surgeon is called to 
the case imnv/diately, the injection may be of use by dissipating the pain 
and spasms : l)ut if some hours have elapsed, it will be always of less 
value than chloroform, which enables us to at once recognize whether 
the hernia is reducible or the operation necessary. — Gaz. dcs Hopitaux. 

Treatment of Baldness. — The follow'ng is highly commented 
upon by J)r. George H. Rowe, for seborrhcjea and consecjuent alopecia. 
It is the plan of Prof Kaposi. R. Saponis viridis (German), alco- 
holis, aa. f. 5 ij.; solve, filtra, et adde ol. lavandulie, gtt. xx. — xxx. 
Pour one or two tablespoon fuls upon the scalp, then pour on a little 
water, rub smartly with the fingers, thus producing a copious lather. 
After fourjor five minutes' shamjjcoingthis way, rinse the head thoroughly 
with ])ure water, then dry thoroughly with a towel. Then apply a 
little rosmoline. 'iliis process causes the hair to fall out in greater 
abundance at first, but a new and fine growth of hair soon follows. 
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On the Treatment of Morbus Coxarius by a Ne^v Me- 
thod. — Dr. Joseph C. Hutchinson, in an article (Amer. Journal of 
Med. Science), advocates the following plan of carrying out the indica- 
tions for the treatment of morbus coxarius, which he considers to be : 

ist. To secure immobility of the joint; 2d, to procure extension of 
the limb ; 3d, to take off from it the superincumbent weight of the body; 
4th, to provide means to enable the patient to take exercise in the open 
air. He considers that immobility is obtained by the rigidity of the 
joint, and that this continues until nature says it is no longer necessary. 
To obtain extension of the limb and to remove the weight of the body 
he resorts to the following device : On the shoe of the sound limb an 
iron sole is applied, three inches high, so as to raise the foot from the 
ground. This elevated shoe and a pair of crutches constitute the ap-. 
paratus. As the patient stands on his crutches the diseased limb is 
suspended. The shoe should be high enough to prevent the toes of 
the affected limb from touching the ground. 

By these simple means 'we fulfil all the indications for the mechanical 
treatment of hip-joint disease. Immobility is obtained and friction pre- 
vented in the manner above indicated — chiefly by rigidity of the peri- 
articular muscles. Extension made by the weight of the suspended 
limbs, which is greater than the weight ordinarily employed for exten- 
sion, is quite sufficient to relieve the inflamed parts from pressure and 
pain, and to overcome deformity of the limb even though it be consi- 
derable ; the weight of the body is removed from the diseased joint, and 
the patient can enjoy all the benefits of open-air exercise. — Med. Rec. 

The Treatment of Tape-^vorm. — Prof Mosler has been advo- 
cating a system of treating tape-worm which, according to a Swiss 
medical journal, has been attended with remarkable success. Its chief 
■characteristic is the injection of large quantities of warm water into the 
colon after the administration of the anthelmintic. The diet is first 
regulated, food being given which is supposed to be distasteful to the 
tape-worm — bilberry tea, sour cucumber, salted meats. The intestine 
having been, as far as possible, emptied by laxatives, a dose of the 
extract of pomegranate bark is administered, prepared from the fresh 
bark, and then a large quantity of warm water is injected into the rec- 
tum. The theory is that the worm, previously brought down into the 
•colon, is prevented by the water from attaching itself to the wall, and 
is brought away by the liquid on its escape. It is asserted that in every 
case in which this treatment was adopted the head of the worm was 
removed. — London Lancet. 

Treatment of Cerebral Apoplexy by Injections of Er- 
:gotine. — Mr. Foster reports two cases of pronounced apoplectic coma, 
which were treated by the injection of twelve drops of a solution of er- 
gotine, containing seven and a half grains to the drachm of vehicle. 
In both cases the coma disappeared soon, and recovery took place. 
The essential condition for the success of the treatment is, that the in- 
jection be administered at the beginning of the attack, before there has 
been time for an extensive extravasation of blood. Mr. Foster recom- 
mends injecting the fluid between the muscles of the forearm, and not 
merely under the skin, where it is liable to excite suppuration. — Tfie 
Lancet. 
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How to Give Electric Baths. — A correspondent of an English 
contemporary writes : 

** There are several ways of making or giving the electric or galvanic 
bath. One is, having a wooden bath lined with copper, and having a 
crossbar of wood and copper for the patient to hold as he lies in the 
water. One of the cords from the battery is attached to either the bar 
or the copper part of the bath, which becomes the positive pole ; the 
negative is placed in the water. The water should be from 85° to 95°, 
Another method, which is much easier of application, is used by me 
constantly. It is an ordinary long dressing-room bath, two parts filled 
with water, 90°, so that the patient can lie down comfortably ; the water 
is then charged by placing two plates of copper (size 12 by 6) into the 
water ; the plates are attached to the cords from a Meyer and Meltzer 
continuous current battery. The plates must not be allowed to touch 
the person, for a sharp burning is at once felt, and they will almost 
jump out of the bath, from the sudden pain. I have seen a patient 
after twenty minutes in a bath of this kind look just as a boiled lobster,, 
the skin being very red, and giving a tingling sensation for some little 
time. The diseases for which I am in the habit of using it chiefly are 
plumbism, lead colic and dropped wrist, rheumatism (subacute and chro- 
nic), nervous debility, amenorrhoea, want of development of the uterine 
organs, infantile paralysis, paralysis agitans, progressive locomotor 
ataxy, and impotency ; and considering that nearly all these diseases 
are of a slow or chronic type, this kind of treatment has been most suc- 
cessful. " — Med. and Surg. Rep. 

Sulpho-Thymate of Quinia. — Signer Cozzolino recommends 
the sulpho-thymate of quinia — a compound of sulphuric and thymic 
(thymol) acids and quinia^as worthy of ranking beside the sulpho-car- 
bolate or salicycate of the same alkaloid. It is freely soluble in acidu- 
lated water, in ether, and in alcohol. Dose is the same as the above- 
mentioned salts. He also calls attention to soda-thymate as a pleasant 
carminative (dose : o.5ogmm. for infants; 3.00 to 4.00 gmm. for adults) 
mouth-wash m aphtha and muquet, as an injection in vaginal, uterine 
and vesical affections. 

Treatment of Distemper. — It will be interesting to lovers of the- 
canine species to hear of a simple remedy for distemper. At the quar- 
terly meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan Veterinary Medical Society 
Mr. Baird mentioned the case of a collie dog in the last stage of the 
disease, and which its owner had determined to destroy. Shortly after 
being treated with doses of strong coffee and a little sweet milk, the 
animal, however, so far recovered as to be able to stand and walk. The 
chairman of the meeting said the case seemed almost unique. — London- 
Lancet. 



Onychia Scrofulosa. — In the treatment of onychia scrofulosa, 
which is always accompanied by fungosities, M. de Saint-Germain em- 
ploys very simple operative procedure. It consists simply in paring off 
the end of the finger or toe, as one would trim a (juill-pen, removing in 
one sweep the nail and its matrix, and the superficial portion of the 
phalanx with the fungosities develo])ed on it. The resulting wound- 
heals very rapidly. — Journal de Medecineet de Chirurgie. 
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Anteflexion of the Womb. — The treatment of this disease at 
the Pennsylvania Hospital is peculiar. No pessary and no mechanical 
instrument of any kind is employed. Dr. John Forsyth . Meigs does 
not believe at all in the use of pessaries in anteflexion. For the pa- 
tient's general health, f J ss. of the compound gentian mixture is or- 
dered to be taken thrice daily with gr. iv. of the ammonio-citrate of 
iron. To clear out the bowels and keep them open the following mix- 
ture is prescribed : 

B . Ma^nesii sulphat 5 vj. 

Acid, sulph. ail 3 ij. 

Ferrl sulphat gr. xij. 

Quinise Hulphat gr. xij. 

Hyrupi zingiberis f. ,? j. 

Aquse q. 8. ad. f. 2 vj. M. 

8. A tableBpoonful iti ice-water three times a day. 

This not only acts as a gentle and constant aperient, but also invigo- 
rates the appetite and promotes the general health. 

To remedy the condition of anteflexion, the woman's bladder is 
taught to hold each day a larger and larger quantity of urine — from 
f. g ij-iv-vj-viij-x., until it finally can retain f g xij. By that time the 
anteflexion is largely reduced. The fuller the bladder is, the more 
rigidly does the uterus regain its normal position. — Hospital Gazette, 

A New, Cheap and Self-generating Disinfectant. — Under 
this title, Dr. John Day, of Geelong, Australia, recommends for use 
in civil and military hospitals, and also for the purpose of destroying 
the poison-germs of small-pox, scarlet fever, and other infectious dis- 
eases, a disinfectant ingeniously composed of one part of rectified oil 
of turpentine and seven parts of benzine, with the addition of five 
drops of oil of verbena to each ounce. Its purifying and disinfecting 
properties are due to the power which is possessed by each of its ingre- 
dients of absorbing atmospheric oxygen and converting it into peroxide 
of hydrogen — a highly active oxidizing agent, and very similar in its 
nature to ozone. 

Treatment of Albuminuria by Fuchsine and Rosaniline. 

— Feltz and Bouchut have treated a small number of patients sufiering 
from albuminaria with fuchsine and rosaniline, given in pills and mix- 
ture, in doses of three grains per diem. Under this treatment the al- 
bumen soon disappeared from the urine. They claim that the^e thera- 
peutique trials prove at all events that both these coloring agents are 
well borne by the organism, and are relatively harmless. — Deutsche 
Med. Wochen. 

Cracked Nipples. — Dr. Haussmanhas found' that lint, soaked in 
a two per cent, solution of carbolic acid, applied to the nipples, and 
wetted every two or three hours with the same, gives immediate relief 
to the pain, and causes complete healing (although the baby is still 
nursed from the nipples) in two or three days. — lb. 

Insufflation Pow^ders 7'^. Nasal Douche. — Dr. H. G. Miller, 
of Providence, deprecates the use of the nasal douche, and insists all 
medications should be in the form of dry powder and used by insuffla- 
tion. — Proc. R, I. Medical Society. 
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Viburnum Prunifolium for Controlling the Habit to 
Abortion. — Dr. Jenks gives a very interesting and practical outline 
of his experience in the use of this article. He states that where the 
habit of aborting has been formed, his mode for prescribing the vibur- 
num is to have the patient take from half a teaspoonful to a teaspoonful 
of the fluid extract four times a day, beginning at least two days before 
the regular menstrual date, and continuing it, not only during the per- 
iod of the catamenial flow, but two days longer than that discharge 
continues when the woman is not pregnant. If special urgency exist, 
teaspoonful doses may be given every two or three hours. He desig- 
nates viburnum prunifolium as a uterine sedative whose action is as 
pronounced as is that of ergot in producing uterine contraction. It is 
not alone in the prevention of abortion that it proves by virtue of this 
peculiar sedative action a most valuable therapeutic agent ; it proves 
equally efficient in the treatment of the sympathetic disoiders incident 
to pregnancy, where a nervine or sedative is demanded, and in a large 
class of non-puerperal diseases of women. The use of viburnum in 
this last mentioned class of cases deserves more attention than it has 
hitherto received. — Obstetric Gazette. 

Liquor Bismuthi for Nasal Catarrh. — Dr. Q. C. Smith writes 
to the Pacific Medical Journal] recommending for nasal catarrh liquor 
bismuthi and water,, equal parts, applied one to three times a day to 
nostrils, pharynx and naso-pharyngeal cavity, freely, with a spray pro- 
ducer. He has found this during an experience of several months, to 
produce very satisfactory results. Sulpho-carbolate of zinc, in week 
solution, as mentioned by other writers, he regards also as a very effi- 
■cient remedy; applied in the same manner. — Med. Press. 

Nitrite of Amyl in Infantile Convulsions. — In a case reported 
by Dr. Engel, this agent was successfully used. The parents had lost 
three children previously by epileptiform convulsions of the same cha- 
racter as those affecting the present case. The child, eighteen months 
old, has continued in convulsions for ^\^ hours, and was apparently 
moribund, w! e.i as a last resort five drops of the amyl were given along 
with y^ gr, of morph'a. The child at once went off* into a (juiet sleep. 
— Phil. Medical Times, 

Post-Partum Hemorrhage. — Jr. Penrose used vinegar in the 
following manner : Saturate a rag with vinegar, carry it into the ca- 
vity of the uterus, and squeeze it. In the vast majority of cases the 
hemorrhage ceased as by magic when the vinegar passed over the sur- 
face of the uterus and the vagina. He believed that the salts of iron 
should seldom or never be used, but in a case, which was supposable, 
in which the vinegar failed he would resort to that remedy. — Ex. 

Injecting a Tumor w^ith Morphia before Extirpation. — 

Half a grain cf sulph. morph. with a thirty-sixth of a grain of sulph. 
atoipise, was injected in a fibrous tumor on the upper arm weighing 
about a pound, and its removal accomplished without pain. The case 
was reported to the North Carolina Medical Society by Dr. Foote, its 
late president. A Fecond case was mentioned with the same result. In 
both instances sleep came on only after several hours. — Ex. 
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Simple Treatment of Quinsy. — Leslie 'i'hain (Canadian Medi- 
cal Journal) believes gargles of alum, tannic acid, and such similar 
astringents, useless for the purpose of astringing the vessels sufficiently 
to *' press back" the inflammation. His plan is to apply externally 
hot fomentations (with a few drops of turpentine) to the throat, and 
then to wrap up the whole neck in flannel. Constant heat, moisture 
and mild counter-irritation are to be kept up by fre(iuent changing of 
these applications. The feet must at once be placed in a hot mustard 
bath, and if the patient will then get into bed between two blankets, 
so much the better. 

Gargles as hot as can be borne must be begun as soon as possible, 
and the most useful is a solution of carbolic acid, one part to forty of 
water. If the patient cannot gargle, carbolic acid in glycerin (one to 
twenty or thirty) should be frecjuendy applied by means of a feather to 
the parts. A brisk saline aperient may be^ advisable. By following 
this plan of treatment, the inflammation subsides in a few hours, never 
running on to suppuration, and then a simple alum gargle may be 
serviceable. — Phil. Med. Times. 

Treatment of Gleet. — Of late months I have undergone a change 
of opinion in the matter of the treatment of gleet. I now think that 
there is nothing in the^ world so good as the introduction of nickel- 
plated conical bougies and the simple overstretching of the inflamed 
parts. 

Before proceeding to use an instrument of this sort, however, it is 
necessary in all cases to measure the normal calibre of the rest of the 
urethra, so that you may be guided in the selection of a bougie of the 
proper size. — S. W. Gross, M.I)., in N. Y. Medieal Record. 

Neuroses of the Heart. — J. Milner Forthergill, discussing the 
neuroses of the heart, divides the anginose affections into neurosa an- 
gina and true angina pectoris. The former is oftenest seen in women 
at about the climacteric. It is not very dangerous, and is frequently 
relieved by arsenic. True angina is produced by spasm of the arter- 
ioles, which causes a rise of pressure within the heart. It occurs 
oftenest in men of gouty condition and may be relieved sometimes by 
iodide of potash. — Brain. 

Graafian Vesicle during Pregnancy. — Dr. Slaviansky reports 
(Med. Centralzeitung) the case of a woman, ajt. 24 years, who died in 
the third month of gestation, and the post-mortem showed ovarian fol- 
licles which were on the point of bursting, as well as recent corpora lutea. 
This confirms the o|)inion enunciated by the late Prof. Charles D. 
Meigs, that the development of the Graafian follicles continued during 
pregnancy. 

To prevent Boils. — A very simple remedy is made known by 
Dr. Sieven, in a St. Petersburg journal, for preventing the development 
of boils. He states that if the skin be superficially scraped with a small 
knife, so that a drop or two of blood may be pressed through the epi- 
dermis as soon as the peculiar stabbing or pricking sensation and slight 
induration announce the commencement of the boil, it will not be fur- 
ther developed. 
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Dry Dressings in Wounds. — Mr. Sampson Gamgee, in the 
Lancet, advocates the treatment of wounds by dry and infrequent 
dressings, uniform pressure and absolute rest. The following is his 
plan : He unites the edges of the wounds with silver sutures ; a gauze 
and oakum pad is then placed over the wound, the limb enveloped in 
cotton-wool sufficiently to protect the bony prominences, and immo- 
bilized by lateral and posterior moistened pasteboard splints from foot 
to hip. A gendy-compressing bandage completes the dressing. He 
gives the histories of three cases of injury about the knee-joint, treated 
on this plan, and all did well. In one the tendon of the quadriceps 
extensor was completely divided, the intercondyloid space exposed, 
and the finger could be passed underneath the patella. The wound was 
not laid bare until the ninth day ; healing was then perfect. There had 
been neither pain nor rise of temperature. A case of extensive contused 
and lacerated wound of head was also successfully treated on this plan. 
—Ibid. 

Vulcanized India-Rubber in Blepharitis. — The treatment 
consists in the application every evening to the affected eye of a round 
plate of caoutchouc, which is covered with a compressive bandage. In 
the morning the apparatus is removed, and the eye washed with warm 
water. Dr. Roy reports several cases treated in this way, with very 
gratifying success. The only phenomenon noticed, on removing the 
apparatus in the mornings, was a slight redness of the eye. — Lyons^ 
Medical, 

Tincture of Myrrh in W^hooping-cough. — According to Dr. 
Campardon, pertussis yields readily and easily to the tincture of myrrh. 
He gives fifteen drops in a tablespoonful of Vichy-water every hour or 
every two hours. This treatment, however, must be combined with 
the appropriate treatment for the bronchitis or the pulmonary conges- 
tion. — Ibid. 

Pilocarpin in Albuminuria. — Dr. T. G. Thomas regards it as 
a serious error when a physician thought it necessary to produce prema- 
ture labor in every case of albuminuria. In the treatment of these 
cases he regards it as important to keep up the excessive action of the 
skin, and for that purpose piloCarpin was suggested as a most reliable 
diaphoretic. 

Obstetric Forceps. — Dr. A. H. Smith, of Philadelphia, takes the 
position that, for the safety of the mother and the child, the obstetric 
forceps should be kept in the median line and should not receive any 
lateral or pendulum motion. Dr. Smith regards the leverage power of 
the forceps as a most dangerous delusion, and that as an aid to the trac- 
tion efforts of the forceps it had no foundation in fact. — Obsi. Gazette, 

Sulphurous Acid in Scarlet Fever. — Dr. L. Waterman, of 
Indianapolis, reports his experience in an epidemic during the year 
1876. He says: ** I early adopted, on antizymotic principles, the 
administration of from ten to thirty drops every two, three or four 
hours, of sulphurous acid diluted. I treated eleven severe cases. The 
ten treated after its adoption recovered." — Ex. 
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Acetate of Potass, in Pneumonia and Rheumatic Fever. — 
Dr. T. O. Summers says : **In pneumonia and rheumatic fever the 
quantity of free acid is much greater than in health. In both these dis- 
eases we have seen a more ready yielding to the alkaline than to any 
other. We have administered as much as one ounce of acetate of pot- 
ash during twenty-four hours with almost magical effect. In fact in al- 
most all inflammatory diseases great relief is experienced by this line of 
treatment. The whole direction of osmosis is changed, and the exuda- 
tions of inflammation are altered by it more sensibly than by any of the 
much vaunted antiphlogistic measures so generally adopted." — Nashville 
Journal of Med, a fid Surg. 

Treatment of Uric Acid Diathesis. — Dr. T. O. Summers, 
after advising the saturation of the urine by the alkaline treatment for 
months, remarks : ** The treatment of the diathesis, in the meantime, 
is generally directed to the digestive system ; and here we would direct 
especial attention to the valuable therapeutic effect of pepsia, combined 
with phosphate of ammonia. They should be combined in the pro- 
portion of fifteen grains each and taken at each meal, mixed with grits, 
hominy or rice. The phosphate of ammonia has an agreeable flavor 
and may be used instead of salt." — Ibid. 

Wounds. — Dr. G. F. Waters, of Boston, has found the milky 
juice of the common milk-weed (Asclepias Syriacci) to afford an elegant 
method of healing wounds. The only essential point is to dry the 
wounded surface gently and thoroughly with blotting-paper before ap- 
plying the milk-weed juice. From the description, it appears that after 
the juice was applied, and while the healing was in progress, a piece 
of blotting-paper was also used to cover the surface. — Exchange. 

Danger of Opium in Chronic Bright's Disease. — The possi- 
bly dangerous effect of even small doses of morphia in chronic Bright's 
disease, although alluded to by several writers of authority, is not so 
widely and thoroughly known as it should be by the profession. In- 
tolerance pf this drug is one of the peculiarities of the disease : doses 
so small as to be looked upon as safe under any circumstances will 
sometimes have a poisonous effect. — Phil. Med. Times. 

Another Anti-emetic. — The value of spiritus nucis juglandis, 
^* spirit of walnut" in vomiting, is much insisted on by Dr. E. Mackey. 
He has used it in various forms of vomiting, and found it successful 
after other things failed. He gives it in drachm doses three times a 
day. — Practiiiom / 

Colliquative Diarrhoea. — Dr. Bonfigli reconimends most highly 
chlorate of potassium in colliquative or nervous diarrhoea without in- 
testinal lesion. He advises the increase of the dose until a beneficial 
effect is observed, beginning at half a drachm in the twenty-four hours, 
and increasing to two or three drachms if requisite. 

Oleate of Zinc. — Either as an ointment or in solution, oleate of 
zinc is highly recommended by Dr. Crocker, of London, in eczema, 
chronic ulcers, etc. 
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A New and Successful Treatment of Shock. — Dr. Charles 
T. Hunter, Demonstrator of Surgery in the Medical School of the 
University of Pennsylvania, has lately introduced a new and successful 
treatment for the general shock following railroad injuries, etc. The 
patient is at once placed in a bath of 98° F.; the temperature of the 
bath is then rapidly raised to 110° F. As is well known, the temper- 
ature of patients suffering from shock is as low as 96° in the armpit. 
By this method of treatment. Dr. Hunter has been able to raise the 
patient's temperature from 96° to 98 ^l*, and to reduce his respirations 
in number from 36 to 20 in the minute. Before the bath, the skin is 
cold and clammy ; on taking the patient out, it is warm and dry. The 
patient is kept in the bath from ten to fifteen minutes. This treatment 
has been followed in a number of recent cases in the surgical wards of 
the University Hospital. — ^V. V. Med. Rcc. 

Ice in the Rectum in Chloroform Narcosis. — According to 
Dr. Baillee, there is no more active remedy in the narcosis caused by 
chloroform than the introduction of a piece of ice into the rectum. A 
moderate .pressure suffices to overcome the resistance of the sphincter. 
The ice melts in the rectum, and immediately a deep inspiration is 
produced, the precursor of natural respiration and of the re-establish- 
ment of the cardiac functions. Dr. Baillee recommends the same 
means in apparent death of the newborn. — Gaz. des Hopitaux. 

Bryonia and Drosera in Whooping-Cough. — During the 
catarrhal stage, give the tincture of bryonia (f 5 ss, daily to a child 
aged seven years). During the spasmodic stage, give tincture of dros- 
era (same dose for equal age). Under the action of the lalt:r, the dis- 
ease very rapidly subsides. So says Mr. Louvet Lamare in L Antuc 
Medicaid 

Icteric Urine. — ^Jaundice may be diagnosticated by an examina- 
tion of the urine with tincture iodine. Four a litde of the tincture 
upon the urine, do not shake the tube, and three distinct colored 
layers may be seen — first layer, violet, the tincture itself; below this, a 
sea-green layer; and the last, the urine in its original color. — Medical 
Record. 

Milk Diet. — In the London Lancet for December 16th is a clinical 
lecture by Dr. Geo. Johnson on the use of milk diet, which he com- 
mends most highly in chronic diarrhoea, dysentery and acute Bright' s 
disease. The chief stress is, however, laid upon the value of the 
method in acute and chronic cystitis, and one case of rapid and com- 
plete cure in a very severe case of two years' duration is reported. 

Tetanus and Chloroforni. — From an analysis of 415 cases of 
tetanus, Dr. D. W. Yandel asserts that chloroform is the most efficient 
agent in its treatment, while calabar bean ranks among the least effec- 
tive. — Brain. 

Phosphide of Zinc, in a granule of from one to two-fifteenths of 
a grain, thrice daily, seems to have proved an effectual remedy for 
hysteria, in the hands of Dr. Gross. — Catuida Med. Rec, 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



A Stoppage of the Falls of Niagara. — The following remar- 
kable account of the stoppage of the Falls of Niagara appeared in the 
Ni -gara Mail at the time of the occurrence : 

**That mysterious personage, the oldest inhabitant, has no recollec- 
tion of so singular an occurrence as took place at the Falls on the 30th 
of March, 1847. The six hundred and twenty thousand tons of water 
each minute nearly ceased to flow, and dwindled away into the appear- 
ance of a mere mill-dam. The rapids above the Falls disappeared, 
leaving scarcely enough on the American side to turn a grindstone. 
Ladies and gentlemen rode in carriages one-third of the way across the 
river towards Canada shore over solid rock as smooth as a kitchen 
floor. The /m says: * Table Ro^k, with some two hundred yards- 
more, was left dry ; islands and places where the foot of man never 
dared to tread have been visited, flags placed upon them, and memen- 
toes brought away. This unexpected event is attempted to be account- 
ed for by an accumulation of ice at the lower extremity of Fort Erie,, 
which formed a sort of dam between Fort Erie and Buffalo. ' " — Ex. 

Where the Sun Jumps a Day. — Chatham Island, lying off the 
coast of New Zealand, in the South Pacific Ocean, is peculiarly situ- 
ated, as it is one of the habitable points of the globe where the day of 
the week changes. It is just in the line of demarcation between dates. 
There high twelve on Sunday, or noon, ceases, and instantly Monday 
meridian begins. Sunday comes into a man's house on the east side, 
and becomes Monday by the time it passes out the western door. A 
man sits down to his noonday dinner on Sunday, and it is Monday 
noon before he nnishes it. There Saturday is Sunday, and Sunday is 
Monday, and Monday becomes suddenly transferred into Tuesday. 
It is a good place for people who have lost much time, for by taking 
an early start they can always get a day ahead on Chatham Island. It 
took philosophers and geographers a long time to settle the puzzle of 
where Sunday noon ceased and where Monday noon began, with a 
man traveling west fifteen degrees an hour, or with the sun. It is ta 
be hoped that the next English arctic expedition will settle the other 
mooted question, ** Where will one stop who travels northwest contin- 
ually ?" — Exchange. ' 

The Constitution of Matter in the Gaseous State. — The 

development of the kinetic theory of gases covers an enormous advance 
toward the solution of the great problem of the constitution of matter, 
a subject, withal, of extreme importance just at this time, in view of 
Mr. Lockyer's reported resolution of the problem. Whether all matter 
is proved to be fundamentally one, as Mr. Lockyer asserts, or of sev- 
eral irreducible elements, as chemists have believed hitherto, the dis- 
coveries made during recent years with regard to the constitution of 
gases will mark an era not only in the history of chemistry, but in the 
wider history of human effort to penetrate the secrets of nature. — 
Scientific American, 
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Sanitary Uses of Gunpow^der. — A correspondent writes us 
from the Sandwich Islands saying that during a long life spent in trop- 
ical fever districts, he has been able to escape infection and miasma 
by the use of gunpowder, supplemented by a few simple precautions 
against sudden changes of temperature, sunstroke, bad water, and the 
like. He uses no water that has not been boiled and afterwards kept 
from air contact ; but his main reliance is upon the practice of burning 
a thimbleful of gunpowder in his bedroom and very small quantities 
in his trunk, wardrobe, etc. , so as to keep his clothes in an atmosphere 
feebly charged with gunpowder gas. In Madagascar, Reunion, Mau- 
ritius, the East Coast of Tropic Africa, and other fever-smitten lands, 
he has found such simple means a sure preventive of epidemic and 
endemic diseases, and has thereby been often brought to the philoso- 
phic reflection that gunpowder is destined to invert the aim intended 
by its fabrication. — Scientific American. 

The Struggle for Existence. — A recent writer on horticulture 
describes the struggle for life among the plants. He says each plant 
endeavors, almost unconsciously, to destroy his neighbor, to occupy his 
ground, to feed upon his nutriment, to devour his substance. There 
are armies and invasions of grasses, barbarian inroads and extirpations. 
Every inch of ground is contested by the weeds ; the forest is a struggle 
for precedence; the wars of the roses are a perennial feud. The sev- 
erest landscape, the stillest woodland, are the mortal arena of vegetable 
and animal conflict. It is a curious fact that the English plants sent 
to Australia always kill out the native plants of the same character. — Ex- 
change. 

Influence of Sun Spots. — ^The theory that the oscillations of the 
magnetic needle vary according to the increase and decrease of the sun 
spots has been recently called in question both in England and France. 
There is a difficulty in the fact that a complete cycle of magnetic change 
has an average duration of 10.45 years, while the sun spot period ap- 
pears to be 1 1. 1 1. Yet it has been claimed and believed by eminent 
scientists that the sun spots influence the storms and consequently the 
number of wrecks of each year. The rain fall and amount of grain 
raised, and even commercial crises have been traced to their influence. 

Wonders of the Atmosphere — Effects of Frost. — During 
one of Franklin's voyages the winter was so severe, near the Copper- 
mine river, that the fish froze as they were taken out of the nets. In a 
short time they became as solid as ice and were easily split open by a 
blow from a hatchet. If in the completely frozen state they were 
thawed before the fire, they revived. This is a very remarkable in- 
stance of how completely animation is sometimes found suspended in 
the case of cold-blooded animals. — Ex, 

The Human Population of the Globe is now about 1,439,- 
145,300. Europe contains 312,398,480; Asia, 831,000,000; Africa, 
205,210,500; Australia and Polynesia, 4,413,000; America, 86,116,- 
ooo. This gives an average of 500 inhabitants per square mile of the 
surface of the globe. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULi:. 



Pruritus Vulvae. — Dr. Mendenhall (Obstetric Ciazette) says: Upon 
examination found the external genitals somewhat swollen and covered 
with minute vesicles ; the inner side of the labia, urethra and entrance 
to vagina extremely red and tender; did not examine with the specu- 
lum. There was a slight leucorrhoea. I prescribed as follows : 

R. 8oda borate pulv ^j. 

Plumbi aoet 3 ss. 

lY. opii 5 i. 

Aquadi»til 3 vlii. M. ft. sol. 

S. When used dilute with one-fourth the cjuantity necessary of warm 
water. Apply freely on cloths saturated with this solution to the e^:- 
ternal parts affected, and also between the labia — this to be repeated 
two pr three times every fifteen or twenty minutes. Then inject one 
ounce pf solution into the vagina with a common glass syringe. This 
greatly ameliorated her sufferings. These applications were immedi- 
ately followed by a free application of: 

R. Glycerin ^L 

Acid carbolic .gtt. xx M. 

'I'he relief was immediate and complete. The pruritus returned sub- 
secjuently in a very light form twice, but in each instance relieved im- 
mediately by. the same remedies. 

Athill recommends in such cases that the patient, after she has syr- 
inged or sponged herself with warm water, lay inside the labia 
pieces of hnt soaked in a lotion composed of carbolic acid, grs. x. ; 
a.cet. morphia, viii.; dilute hydrocyanic acid, ^ii.; glycerin, ^iv., and 
water Jiv. M. 

Vaginismus. — Vaginismus is a name given by Dr. Marion Sims 
to spasm of the sphincter muscle of the vagina. It seems sometimes 
to be a neurosis without visible cause, but may result from herpes, va- 
ginal fissure, mucous patches, disease of urethra, and hyper trophied 
and painful papillae. These various conditions require appropriate 
treatment. In case of vaginal fissure, Dr. Bouchert, of I'aris, recom- 
mends the following : 

R , Extracti kramerla (rbatany ) ^ ss. , 

Butyrl cacaonis ^1. M« 

Make twelve suppositories. One to be introduced into the vagina 
night and morning. Prof. Carl directs to bathe the external genitals 
cautiously with lead-wa[ter, and afterward, when the redness has sub- 
sided, pencil the sensitive parts with : 

R* Argenti nitratis Z^^* 

Aqu» distil 3 1. M. 

Or with : 

R . AeidI carbolic grs. x. 

Aquee ^ j. 

Lotion in Pityriasis of the Fa[ce«— 

R. Liq. plumbi subacetatis... » i.f. 5S8. •. 

Vltelli ovorum diiorum. 

Aqure sauibuei (Fh. Tx)nd.) Oj. M« 

9 
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Spirit of Walnut for Vomiting.— Ed. Mackey, M.t)., M.k.C. 
P. (London Practitioner), recommend^ the spirit of walnut, made after 
the following formula, for vomiting : 

B. Fresh walnuts Ixxx. 

Spirit of wine (reet.) l^U* 

Water, q. s. distil 5 xvj. 

He says: " My own experience is, in general terms, of quick and 
marked benefit from drachm doses, given every one to four hours, in 
a little water, for hysterical vomiting, fox that of obstinate dyspepsia, 
and of pregnancy, for anomalous cases, and even for cerebral vomiting. 
I have tried it in septicaemia, and cannot be surprised if in that case I 
was disappointed; in the other cases it has always given more or less 
relief. — Louisville Medical Ne%vs. 

Asclepias in Scrofula. — There are, I think, very few cases of 
scrofula that will not be greatly benefited by a persevering use of ascle- 
pias; and when combined with phytolacca decandra, I know of no 
prescription comparable to it in this disease, aided by malt or cod-liver 
oil when indicated. Especially is this true with the disease as it ap- 
pears in the negro, on whom it seems to act with peculiar efficacy. My 
favorite formula is the following : 

Rh strong decoction aacleplas eyriaca \ xy. 

Decoction phytolacca decandra ^ iv. 

Pure whisky 3 vj. 

White sugar ^ i"^* M* 

From one-half teaspoonful to two teaspoonsful thrice daily, accord- 
ing to age and effect produced. — -Dr. Thomas in Louisville Med. News, 

Bronchitis. — In bronchitis, where the cough is deep, hard and 
dry, use the following cough mixture : 

B. Ammoniee carbonatis grs. xx. 

Spirits of nitre jiy. 

Syrupi tolu j J. 

Water 5 iss. M. 

Dose, one to two teaspoonsful every two to three hours. 

If the patient does not rest well at night, omit one dose toward bed- 
time, and give fifteen to twenty grains bromide of ammonium, and of 
course do not awake him to give cough medicine. Another good 
formula is : 

B. Carb. aLimonisB jjss. 

Syrupi senegte ; t ss. 

tjyrupi tolu ; \ i. 

Aqu8B 5 ^ss. 

Dose, one teaspoonftil every three hours. — (Naphey.) 

For Pleurodynia. — Irritate the chest externally with chloroform, 
and give internally : 

B . Sulph. quinine 

Fulv. doveri aa gr. v. 

Repeat in two hburs if not relieved. Patient should go to bed and 
put hot rock to the feet. 
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Injection for Qonorrhcea. — Dr. M. A. Wilson, of this city, gives 
the following as his favorite prescription for gonorrhoea. He says it is 
most beneficial ill the subacute stages, either recent or long standing, 
but iiiot of much service in gleet. All directions in regard to urethral 
hygipne, usually ordered in the treatment of this obstinate affection, 
are q{ coiu-se to be insisted ui>on : 

ft Zfneliodid gra. v 

BiBmuthi subnit 9 I j 

Mucil. gum aeac ); itis 

Aqua dist q. 8. ad. ,^ ijj 

To be well shaken. 

M. S. — ^To be injected after each urination. 

This is the strength most generallv serviceable, but may be varied 
according to the judgment of the prescriber. — Med, Record. 

Brgotin Suppositories. — The following formula is that very ge- 
nerally used by practitioners in Ireland : 

R Hard 8oap .^ j 

Water Mxxx 

Krgotin gr. xxxjj 

Glycerin 3 ss 

Dissolve the soap in the water, with a gentle heat, and add the gly- 
cerin; evaporate, to get rid of the water, add the ergotin, and pour 
into moulds. By this manipulation a nice suppository is obtained, 
which is difficult to make with glycerin alone. — Med. and Surg. Rep. 

Chapped Hands. — Dr. M. A. Wilson, of this city, gives the fol- 
lowing prescription for chapped hands : 

R Acid carbol %r. xv 

Yolk of egg one 

Glycerinae ^^ iij 

A small portion to be gently smeared over the affected surface sev- 
eral times daily. 

The wearing of a pair of cotton or old kid gloves will much assist the 
recovery. The hands to be kept much as possible out of water. This 
mixture does not ** spoil" by keeping. — Med. Recorder. 

For Impotency. — Dr. L. G. Lincecum writes : 

R Phosphuret Zlncl gra. v 

Ext cannibis iudica " iv 

Ext. nu^ vomica " vii 

8ul hydrastin *^ xxx 

M. et flat pil No. 30. 

One three times a day. 

Laxative and Anodine I^ill. — 

R Pill bydrarg. 

Ext. eolocynth ^ aa gr.xL 

Ext hyoflciamus gr. xx M. 

Fiat pilis No. 20. 

Dose, one pill at bed time. Will tend to promote rest at night and 
will act mildly next day, touching the liver and unlocking the upper 
bowels. 
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Catarrhal 'Fever. — In catarrhal fever, or those forms of bronchitis 
attended with febrile exascerbations, the following Ls excellent: 

H. Sulbh. t(UiuH:' 

Cart), animonitt' aa 38s. 

iSyrup. senegas 

8yr. accaciw , *i* 5 J- 

Shake and give a teaspoonful every three or four hours. A medical 
friend informs us he has had best success in the influenza which has 
prevailed lately with the following : 

tt. Pulv. doveri 

Pulv. capsicum aa gr. 30, 

IViturate thoroughly and make ten powders. Take one every three 
to four hours, suspending for a time if the opiate influence should be- 
come decided. We suggest that a little quinine added to this prescrip- 
tion would be an improvement. — W. 

Bossu's Stronger Laxative Mixture. — 

Resin of scammony 

Resin of Jalap. ......* aja } grain. 

Croton oil 2 drops. 

AVhite sugar 15 grains. 

Mucilage 25 grains. 

Orange flower water 4 ^ 

Compound syrup of aenna 1 ii. ^ 

Peppermint water 3 fl. % 

'l*he first five ingredients having been projierly triturated together and 
emulsionized, the remainder is added carefully. Dose, one teaspoon- 
ful. — A^nv Remedies. 

For Vaginitis. — 

R Tine, iodiuii ^ iij 

Aciditanici 3 i 

Potassii iodidi ^^ ss M. 

Used to paint the vagina in acute or chronic vaginitis, and the uter- 
ine neck, in engorgement and ulceration. The proportion of the tine, 
of iodine is to be lessened according to the character of the inflamed 
tissues, and the effect that it is desired to produce. 

The same preparation is useful in enlarged tonsils. 

GrisoUe's Pills, for Incontinence of Urine. — 

Ext. nucis vom. alcoh 0.25 ^11. ( 4 grains.) 

Ferri phosphat (protoph. ) 3.00 gm. (46 grains. 1 

Ext. quassite 2.00 gm. (31 grains.) 

Rad. gentiana', (]. s. 
M. 25 pUls. 

One pill three times a day in conjunction with cold hip-bath, and ab- 
stention from drink during the evening. — New Remedies. 

Dr. Henry's Cosmeticum. — For scalp diseases and application 
for the hair : Spirit, 180 parts; oil of lemon, 3 parts; oil of bergamot, 
oil of rosemary, and oil of lavender, of each i part. — Hager. . . ; 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 

The Medical A8**ociatioii of the State of Georgia meets in Rome on 
the third Monday in April next. 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

In response to the many inquiries in regard to this new institution we 
are able to state that progress is being made ; a second meeting of the 
Board of Trustees recently held authorized the purchase of a lot, and 
took further action in regard to the procurement of stock, building ma- 
terial, etc. 

Notice of the time for the elec^tion of Professors it is expected will he 
given at an early day. 



AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

This Association is appointed to meet in this city (Atlanta) on the tiivt 
Tuesday in May next. In our April issue we hope to be able to state the 
programme for the occasion. 

It is anticipated that in addition to the usual number of delegates that 
a great many visiting brethren will be in attendance from the adjacent 
States, swelling the number in the aggregate to several hundreds. 

These meetings have rarely been held in tlie Southern States, there 
beine few cities able to accoiiimodate so large a convention. 

Wnile our city is yet struggling from the ashes of war, and the mem- 
bers of the Profession are generally poor and cannot be expected to give 
costly entertainments or make extraordinary displays, yet we doubt not 
that the members of the Association and' the visitors will be received 
with open arms and a cordial welcome. 



CATARRHAL FEVER, 

The extreme cold weather which prevailed early in the month of 
January last produced in this section and through the Southern States, 
a singular and very obstinate form of catarrhal fever. In Atlanta the 
thermometer indicated at onetime only 5° F. above zero, and for several 
days stood at 8° and 10°. When it is remembered that it is a rare thing 
in this section to see a temperature of 20°, and that only for a day or two, 
and that the mercury had not since 1885 reached so low a point, and 
that so many days of extreme cold haii never before been experienced 
by the larger portion of our citizens now living, it is not surprising that 
it was follower! by bronchial and lung troubles. The form of disease 
which resulted was that of a deep bronchial irritation and in many 
cases inflammation, attended with severe and prolonged paroxyisms of 
coughing, particularly at night. In tnany cases there were daily exas- 
cerbations of fever accompanied with some Jieuralgic pains in the chest, 
head and other parts of the body. The ordinary cough mixtures made 
little or no impression on the disease. Some relief was obtained from 
quinine anddovers powder,and aconite and gelscminum during the fever, 
and revulsives to the chest. \xi most cases the cough continued with 
varied degrees of severity from six to eight weeks. 
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THE FANCHER CASE, 

This is the ease of a lady in Brooklyn who, it is authentically fttated, 
has been bed -ridden for alx)ut thirteen years, having received an injury 
bj' a fall from which she has never recovered. During much of the time 
she has been unconscious and is extremely emaciated, and it is said has 
not taken in all these years nourishment suttl(uent to have kept up au 
ordinary person a single week. 

The most remarkable things are told of her clairvoyant powers, which 
have astonished intelligent men — clergymen, ])hyHicians and others — 
who have visited and examined the case. Those who are fond of study- 
ing nervous and mental phenomena can certainly And in this case mat- 
ter worthy of profound investigation. The singular |)ovver8 ascril)ed to 
her are said to be in full accord witii the occult phenomena of modern 
spiritualism, and must tend to direct scientific and inquiring minds to 
the investigation of this mysterious subject, which indeed seems to be 
pressing itself by steady and persistent encroachments upon the consi- 
deration of intelligent and reflective minds. 

A correspondent desires to know where the facts of this strange case 
can be found; to which we reply thst they have been published in many 
of the leading paix^rs North an(i Mouth. It is snid that the most full and 
satisfactory account of the case, with discussions bearing upon the 
causes, truth, facts, etc., of the case may be found in The Relimo-FhUo- 
HiirphiccU Joarnal^ the leading organ of the Spiritualists in the United 
States, published at Chicago, III. This paper is ably edited, and under 
its late management nas taken a strong stand against deception and im- 
l)asture in its own ranks, and assumed a higher and more Christiao-like 
stand in connection with this strange and mysterious subject. W. 



TIfE YELLOW FEVER COMMLSSLONS, 

There were three Yellow Fever Commissions chosen to investigate the 
late epidemic of yellow fever. The expenses of the two commissions were 
l>orne by a liberal-minded lady, Mi*s. Elizal>eth Thompson, of New 
York. Their reports have l)een discussed generally and with many un- 
favorable criticisms in the journals and newspapers. The united report 
of the Congressional Commi&sion and the New Orleans Commission we 
refer to under head of Book Notices. We have received also the Spe- 
cial Ke|)ort of the Homceopathic Commission. This Commission agrees 
as to the fact that the diseas(> is indigenous to the Wt-st Indies and per- 
haps to the West c »ast of Africa, but claims that the yellow fever germs 
have been thoroughly naturalized in many localities in the Southern 
l)ortion of the Tnited States. 



OBLTUARLES. 

Dr. T. Chalmers Dow, Professor of Gynieoology in the Nashville 
Medical College, died on Tuesday, January 7th, 1879. 

Dr. Robert C. Foster, of Nashville, died on Januaay 14th, 1879. 

One of our subscribers, a true and good man. Dr. George A. Dyer, 
aged 50 years, died of pneumonia at Washington, Davies County, Ind., 
on the 12th of January, 1879. 



CI XC HO NLA ALKALOLD, 

The Cinchonia Alkaloid introduced to the Profession by Messrs. 
Powers <& We'ghtman, of Philadelphia, and advertised in our last issue, 
is meeting with great favor, and is likely to come into very general use. 

C A SCAR A SAG RAD A, 

Be sure to examine this article as advertised in this number by the en- 
terprising House of Parke, Davis & Co. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 

CONCLUSIONS OF THE BOABD OF EXPERTS AUTHORIZED 
BY CONGRESS TO INVE TIGA'IE THE YELLOW FEVER 
EPIDEMIC OF ISlSr^Bcing a Bcply to Quenfions of the CojnmUfec 
of (he Senate ami Hon ae of Jfepresenffttivcs upott the Subject of Kpi- 
demic DiBcases, 

In thJB we have a pamphlet of 36 pages containing 90 propositionn 
upon which the Committee seem to have united, with one exception, 
Dr. Falligant. who differs on certain points, partienlarly in regard to the 
importatfon tneory ; it being held by the majority that the disease has 
invariably come from the West Indies. 

The Congressional Board of Experts continued the investigation which 
had been instituted by the Yellow Fever Commission, in October last. 
The Board assembled and organized at Memphi!:< in the month of Decem- 
ber, and uniting with the previous Yellow Fever Commission, continued 
tlieir observations until the number of places examined amounted to 
about fifty. They completed their w(H'k and convened in Wushingtun 
City on January* 15th, and agreed upon the report above refered to. 

Whatever Coneress or the public may have anticipat^^d, the Medical 
Profession in the united fc^tates did not look for any definite or satisfac- 
tory solution of the mysteries connected with the origin, nature, etc., of 
yellow fever. The time for the investigation was too short, if indeed it 
were possible in the present state of medical science, to make the disco- 
veries sought for. The result has been ninety propositions embody ins: 
the views— theoretical m the main — of the intelligent gentlemen consti- 
tuting this Board. 

We find in these propositions nothing specially new, yet the Board 
has done all that is perhaps attainable with the lights before them. The 
Report should be read as containimr useful historical information in re- 
gard to yellow fever, and a summary of prol»ai)ly the latest views and 
conclusions upon the subject, and also in regard to cholera, ui>on which 
they were also instructed to report. 

Among the recommendations submitted to Congress we find that of 
stationing Medical Health Officers at various foreign ports, where yellow 
fever, cholera and other infectious epidemics prevail, enjoined to keep 
watcn and report the origin or prevalence of such diseases, and to co- 
operate in such national quarantine establishments and operations as 
now eifist or may be established. The plan suggested embraces also 
medical officers for home service. 

DIPHTHERIA, ITS NATURE AND TREATMENT, VARIETIES 
AND LOC^AL EXPRESSIONS, by Morkll Mackejszie, m.d., 
London ; senior physician to the Hospital for Diseases of the Throat 
and Chest, etc., etc.— Philadelphia, Lindsay <& Blackeston, 1879. 

This is a well-written, instructive and practical treatise of 100 pages, 
in which we have presented the history, etiology, diagnosis, pathology 
and treatment of diphtheria. It is well worthy of perusal by every 
practitioner. 

CONSPECTUS OF ORGANIC MATERIA MEDICA AND PHAR- 
MACAL botany, comprising the Vcf/(i((Ofc and Animal Druf/n^ 
their pliysical character, geographical origin, classification, consti- 
tuents, doses, adulterations, etc.; table of the tests and solubilities of 
the alkaloids appended ; by L. E. Sayre, Ph. G.— Philadelphia, D. G. 
Brinton, 115 S. Seventh street. 

The above is a neatly gotten up work of 210 pages, embracing a de- 
partment of Materia Medica which has been much neglected. Such a 
work has been long needed and will at once be welcomed by every Bo- 
tanist and every student of medicine. 
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LKCTURE ON FRACTI^RE OF THE FEMUR, by Edward Borok, 
M.D., member of the Medical aud Chirurgical Faculty, of Maryland, 
Baltimore Med. Association, St. Liouis Med. Society. Missouri State 
Med. Association, Tri-Statc Med. Society ; formerly Asftistant Surgeon 
to West Building Hospital, Baltimore, eu>.; with illustrations. — ^Saint- 
Louis, Geo. O. ltunil>old & C'o., 1870. 

The above is a very interesting and practical monograph on the im- 
l>ortant suhji'ct of fraoturi* of the femur. It will well repay perusal. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, AT ITS 28th ANNUAL SESSION HELD 
AT FITTSBrR(J, MAY, 1S7S. 

We regret that we have not space at present to give an extended re- 
view of this very creditable volume, it is the largest and most interest- 
ing volume of transactions that we remember to iiave seen from any 
State society. A great many interesting papers and reports, so varieil 
and important that wo will not undertake to specify any one of them, 
but advise our readers to procure a copy for perusal. We" expect to refer 
to the contents of this work at a future time. 

Published by the Society ; Collins, printer, Philadelphia. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE 

OF TENNESSEE.— April, 187S. 

Will notice hereafter. 



GIVE US CREDIT, 

A ** WcHtcrri'^ journal— yea, two journals out that way — copied flrom 
our pages without giving us cre<lit therefor. Brethren, it was perhaps 
accidental, and the articles used of but little value ; and it may be that 
the best of us make these oversights ; in *V/^r/V/,'' however, we would say, 
let us not forget thej<e little courtesies. 

A^TSUBSCRtRERs in arrears are requested to remit their subscriptions 
at once. 



BUFFALO LITHIA WATER. 
See advertisement of this celebrated water, in our present issue. 

Recipts. — Being pressed for space, we have omitted receipts of sub- 
scriptions for the past month. They will appear in our next. 



SPECIA.L ISrOTICES. 

OUR lino now oonMlstR of Fluid Extracte, Sugar-coated Pills and Granules. Holld 
Extracts, Concontratlons, Powdered iSolid Extracts, Specitlc Tinctures, Medicinal 
Elixirs, wines and Syrups, Collodions, Conites, ContecllonH, Lozengfes, Ac, and of 
Fluid BxtracUs and Pills we arc probably the lar(feM. Manu/acturera iti the United SUUeg. 
We makeaspeeiuljy of Mew Pre] uinit ions, and have introduced many such to the 
profession. .Send stamp for Dewnptive Circular, giving botanical history and thera- 
peuiicai application of lifty new reine<li«'s. 

PARKE, DAVIS & CO., 
Manufacturing Clicmlsts, Detuoit. 




IJIfGIjUVIW.— Since the discovery and introduction of Pepsin into medical prac 
tice, 
eenlly 
and 

UallcnaceuB (the gizzard of tlin domestic fowl), whicli they denominate "Imoluvin,*' 
from Inglwneg, the craw. Keix^rts of its beneficial ettects from the highest authorities 
of the medical profasslon, and no loss than Prof&ssor Wallace, of "Jeflerson Medical 
College," establishes its importance as a remedy fiir beyoud Pepsin and Its prepara* 
tions. It is pivsented in similar doses and combinations. It litis a siK*ciflc action lu 
cases of sickness in i>regnaucy. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



REPORT OF SOME CASES FROM THE EYE AND EAR 

AND THROAT CLINIC. 

BY PROF. A. W. CALHOUN, OF GEORGIA. 

Case i . — Blepharitis. 

G. H., white girl, aged six years, of Atlanta, has good general health,, 
but the edges of the lids of both eyes are thickened and covered with 
a scaly formation resembling dandruff of the scalp. The conjunctiva 
is also slightly but constantly irritated. This condition of things is of 
one year's duration and is greatly increased by every little cold or ex- 
posure to wind, smoke, etc. The following was prescribed : 

R Hyd. ox flav gr Ij 

Unguent emollient 3 j 

M. et fteiat unguent. 

S. Rub a small piece into edges of lids every night after scratching off 
the scales. 

R Zinci sulph gr j 

Aluminis gr. ij 

Morphije sulpb gr. J 

Aqua distil 3 j 

S. Drop few drops into eye three times daily. 

Noie. — The above treatment is effecting a rapid cure of the disease, 
10 
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Case 2. — Chronic suppurative Inflammation {Otorrhcid) of the left Ear. 

Mr. W. R. G. (white), of Stone Mountain, Ga., aged 19 years, had 
scarlet fever when 4 or 5 years old, as a result of which he has had a 
constant and profuse offensive discharge from the left ear, diminishing 
the hearing to a very decided degree. Examination of the ear discovers 
the fact that there is a large perforation of the drum membrane. The 
treatment was as follows : 

B Tinct iodlnl 3 j 

led. potaasii ^ jss 

Glycerlni t^ ij 

S. Pour, lukewarm, three times daily into ear, after syringing it. 
Also : 

R Aluminis pulv 3 ij 

licopodli gr. XX 

Rub into a fine powder. 

S. Pack the ear full every second night, after syringing and drying 
it, and leave in for 12 to 24 hours. 

With this treatment alone the patient was in four weeks' time cured 
of a loathsome disease that had existed nearly fifteen years. 

Case 3. — Purulent Inflammation and closure of the tear passage 

{dacrocystitis,) 

Mr. F. M., (white), of Georgia, aged 54, has had granular lids for a 
great number of years, as a result of which there appeared inflamma- 
tion of the lachrymal sac and the nasal duct of the left eye, filling the 
first with matter, and causing stricture of the latter. By pressing upon 
the skin over the sac, a quantity of pus would flow out upon the con- 
junctiva of the lower lid. As can be imagined, this state of things was 
producing a number of obvious evils. The lower canaliculus was 
dilated by means of small wire-probes, until the blunt-pointed knife 
(used for this purpose) could be introduced. The canaliculus was 
then slit at into the lachrymal sac, and the knife carried on down to the 
very bottom of the nasal duct. A Bowman's silver-probe No. 8 was 
daily introduced for five or six weeks and allowed to remain ten minutes 
at a time. At the end of this time, the patient had himself learned to 
introduce the probe, and was dismissed, cured, with directions to con- 
tinue the probing at intervals of a week to ten days, for some time to 
come. 

In this case, there was an inturning of the lashes of the upper lids 
against the balls (entropion) which was rapidly cured by cutting out an 
elliptical piece of skin from each upper lid, and bringing the edges of 
the wound together by silk sutures. This caused the edges of the lids 
and the lashes to permanently turn outwards in their natural position. 
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<rASE 4. — Gonorrhaal Ophthalmia^ resulting in Corneal Staphyloma 
of one Eye and Central Corneal Opacity in the other ^ with blind- 
ness in both — Operations and Restoration to Sight. 

J. T., (colored), of Crawfordville, Ga., aged 23, had gonorrhoeal 
ophthalmia in both eyes, the result of the direct transmission of the 
virus from the penis to the conjunctiva. Most violent inflammation 
■ensued, resulting in complete destruction of the left cornea and the 
•central portion of the sight. During the healing process, the front part 
•of the left ball began to protrude forward and continued to grow till it 
extended out between the lids to such a degree as to prevent their clo- 
sure, constituting complete staphyloma. The right cornea was ulcer- 
ated in front of the pupil, so that when it healed, a large white cicatrix 
■completely cut off the entrance of light into the interior of the ball. He 
was thus totally blind in both eyes. 

The protruding portion (staphyloma) of the left ball was removed by 
making Critchetf s operation, which healed nicely and left a well-formed 
stump, upon which an artificial eye can be worn at any time. 

The lower portion of the right cornea being clear, a large iridectomy 
{artificial pupil) was made, thus affording a window through which the 
light could enter into the eye. This was eminendy successful, giving 
him enough light to enable him to return home and continue his avoca- 
tion (farming) with tolerable ease. 

More or less thorough destruction of the cornea always takes place 
in gonorrhoeal ophthalmia, unless the disease is vigorously treated from 
.the very beginning. 



INJURIES OF THE HEAD— BLOODLETTING IN 

EXTRA VASA TION 



BY E. F. WELLS, M.D., MINSTER, O. 



When symptoms denoting intra-cranial extravasation arise, the clot of 
Llood external to the vessels is already an accomplished fact. The ad- 
vocates of bloodletting tell us that the abstraction often or twenty oun- 
■ces of blood from a vein of the arm or leg, or from the jugular, or from 
an artery, will prevent its increase, promote the absorption of the clot, 
and grant immunity from inflammation ; and the theory is seductive ; 
besides having the support of the writings and practice of several gen- 
erations of surgeons, and we all know how irresistible is the rule of 
brilliant and exalted example in matters surgical. 

Let us for a moment consider the physical condition of the parts in- 
volved. If it be the middle meningeal artery or one of its branches, or 
one of the larger arteries at the base of the brain that is lacerated, it 
will be found that rarely or never is the artery completely severed ; but 
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on the contrary the artery will usually be found punctured or incised 
by some sharp fragment of the vitreous table or the instrument inflict- 
ing the original injury. The only exception to this rule is found when 
the middle meningeal artery runs completely or nearly so in a bony 
canal, or the artery involved is the subject of atheromatous or calcar- 
eous degeneration. 

If the hemorrhage be from the numerous bloodvessels of the pia 
mater, the conditions are somewhat changed. Here the division may 
be complete or partial. Within the brain, the opening is generally of 
limited extent and with ragged edges, but seldom will it be found that 
the vessel has been completely divided. Capillary hemorrhage usually 
occurs from vessels completely divided. 

Hemorrhage may cease from : 

I St. When the vessel is completeiy divided. 

a. The contraction of the vessel. 

h. The retraction of the inner coat. 

c. The formation of a clot. 

d. The pressure of the clot lying external to the artery. 

e. The pressure of foreign bodies. 
/. The failure of the vis a tergo, 
g. The intervention of art. 

2d. When the vessel is partially divided. 

a. The contraction of the vessel. 

b. The formation of a clot. 

£, The pressure of the clot lying external to the artery. 

d. The pressure of foreign bodies. 

e. The failure of the ins a tergo, 
d. The intervention of art. 

It needs no extended reasoning to show that, of all the ways in which 
the flow of blood is stopped, only contraction of the vessel and the 
failure of the vis a tergo can possibly be influenced by bloodletting, and^ 
as I propose showing further on, this influence has been, in times past, 
greatly over-estimated or probably does not exist. * 

That the muscular wall of the blood vessels is paralyzed by the shock 
to the nervous mas ;, caused by the extravasation, is proven by the di- 
lated vessels and congestion found to exist. This condition is remedied 
in every case by the spontaneous efforts of nature ; and in obedience to a 
general physiological law, viz : Every relaxation of living muscular tissue 
isfollotved by contraction , when the cause of the relaxation is remot^ed. That 
bloodletting will diminish the force of the intra-cranial circulation, 1 
readily admit ; yet in judging of the applicability of this remedy, we 
must keep in view the fact that its influence is only potent in case the 
smaller vessels are implicated, and further that the mischief has already- 
reached its acme, and the opening in the vessel has probably been* 
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closed by pressure before the accession of symptoms that lead to the 
employment of bleeding. 

"But," say the phlebotomists, "the good effects of our procedure 
^o not end here. We have, in general bloodletting, a most valuable 
remedy in the further treatment of the case ; for it will not only promote 
absorption but will also prevent the supervention of inflammation." 

It is needless for me to state in this place, that these statements are 
mere assertions, without any foundation in fact, and incapable of verifi- 
cation. On the other hand we are justified in inferring from analogy, 
that such is not the case. 

It must be granted that there is littie perceptible difference between 
-an ecchymosis in the cellular tissue under the skin, and one within the 
cranium. No one, in the first instance, expects to promote absorption 
and lessen the risk of having a supervening inflammation in the part, by 
means of bloodletting. The universal use of mild compression is proof 
of its usefulness, and it may be that the compression exerted upon intra- 
cranial clots by the force of the circulation and the effused serum in the 
neighborhood, aided by the elasticity of the parts, are directly beneficial ' 
in promoting absorption. 

Keeping in view these facts, I cannot but be of the opinion that 
bloodletting, if not injurious, is totally ineffectual ; and that the practice 
of Pott, the Coopers, Brodie, and our own Gross should be, in this 
particular, reinvestigated under the light of modern science and theo- 
jies. 



VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM, 



BY G. S. GLAZENER, ;^I.D., OF S. C. 



I have had much and varied success in the use of viburnum. At first 
I used the viburnum in cases of abortions and miscarriages, and always 
with success, if the membranes had not been ruptured previous to my 
visit, as the following cases will show ; representing also many others. 

On the 28th of November last, I was called to see Mrs. \V ; found 

her having active labor pains every ^\t minutes. She was six months 
pregnant, the membranes not ruptured. I gave one teaspoonful tincture 
viburnum. In twenty minutes repeated the dose. In ten minutes 
more pain stopped and the woman asleep. I ordered medicine repeat- 
ed upon least return of pain, and for a few days to take a dose every 
four or six hours. Child carried to full term. 

The following day I was called to see Mrs. B , in labor at full 

time. Child delivered, and followed by hemorrhage. I used means 
to stop that immediately, and in one hour left the woman doing well. 
In a few hours was recalled and was urged to give * * something to stop 
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these severe and unbearable after-pains. " Now I immediately reasoned' 
in this way : If viburnum pays its attention directly to the womb to* 
stop pain in an abortion, why will it not stop pain after delivery ? Two- 
doses given as above stopped the pain, and ordered to be repeated if 
necessary. The case had no further trouble. 

Now can it be objected that it is not best to stop after-pains ? Do 
after-pains protect parturient woman in any way ? If it is nature^s own 
work for her pi'otection, then why do some women never have after- 
pains ? With viburnum, I think I can safely say, let no woman suffer 
with them. 

Recently I have prescribed the viburnum in menorrhagia, lessening 
and controling the flow ; and in dysmenorrhoea, controling the pain at 
will ; and in one case of uterine neuralgia I used it with marked and 
almost certain effect. This opens up a wide field in practice, and I 
would like to hear of the experience of * *our medical friends" generally^ 
through the Record, in the use of this agent. 



A CASE OF LEPROSY— ELEPHANTIASIS GR^CORUM. 



REPORTED TO SAN FRANCISCO MEDICAL SOCIETY. 



Dr. Charles Blach, City Physician, after reading a paper on the sub- 
ject, exhibited to the society a Chinaman who presented a well-marked 
case of leprosy. His name is Yow Gown, age 34, has a wife and three 
children. Former occupation, merchant. Born in a district of China 
called Seven Creeks, a low, marshy region. The disease commenced 
whilst he was in China, attacking both sides of the face at the same 
time. He had never suffered any injury of the face, nor syphilis. He 
knew of no special disease in his* family. The tumefaction gives no pain 
unless pressure is applied. General health is good, and he can imagine 
no cause for the disease. Dr. Blach had conversed with Dr. Loo 
Chan Foey, an educated Chinese physician residing in San Francisco, 
and from him procured the following statement. 

The name of the disease in Chinese is Sang Foongkr Fat Foong, It 
is most common in low, marshy districts, and is caused by miasmata 
and unwholesome food. It is not considered contagious, except from 
sleeping or eating with the person affected. Thinks it can be contracted 
by sexual intercourse. It is most common among the poor. The 
treatment is not well defined. A decoction of a species of sea-weed is- 
much employed, and some Chinese physicians use arsenic. An oint- 
ment is applied containing amber, camphor, cinnabar, nut-oil, sperma- 
ceti and musk. No salt food, nor bread made with yeast, nor fowls or 
game are allowed. The patient is confined to rice and fresh pork. 

Dr. Blach further remarked that the disease is described by Duhring 
as an endemic, chronic, malignant affection, characterized by altera- 
tions in the cutaneous nerve and bone tissues, resulting in anesthesia, 
ulceration, necrosis, general atrophy and deformity. Its course is- 
slow, requiring years for its full development. Authors generally agree. 
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that it IS not communicable except under peculiar conditions. The 
treatment laid down by modern authorities is palliative rather than cur- 
ative, being anti-miasmatic, with abstinence from salt food. Accord- 
ing to the Custom^ s Gazette^ published at Shanghai, there was admitted 
at Takow, in a dry district, only one case of leprosy in six months ; 
while at Hamkow, which is a malarial district, ninety-four cases were 
admitted into the hospital during the same period. The disease might 
possibly become endemic in some of the interior malarious valleys of 
California, with an overcrowded population of a low order, living on 
poor food. But in elevated regions and other localities he did not think 
it possible. 

Dr. Isaac Rivas remarked that leprosy was not rare in Mexico. 
There was an hospital exclusively appropriated to it in the city of 
Mexico, which had been in existence eighty years. He did not con- 
sider it contagious, as none of the nurses had ever contracted it. He 
had also had four cases in his own practice, which seemed to confirm 
that opinion. 

Dr. Stivers did not regard it as a contagious disease. He mentioned 
the case of a woman who died from it in the Almshouse in this city, 
where she had been employed for some time in washing, etc. There 
was no communication of disease. The Chinese themselves do not 
believe in its contagiousness. Dr. S. thinks it is due to malaria and 
the use of salt and decayed meats. 

Dr. H. M. Fiske made mention of a small leper rancheria in Amador 
county which was supported by voluntary contribution from the Chi- 
nese. The Dr. regarded the disease as contagious. 

Dr. Ayer inquired if females were as liable to the disease as men. 

Dr. J. Regensburger answers that writers say they are not. 

Dr. James Blake asked if a leprous mother could communicate it to 
her child by nursing ? 

Dr. Loo Chan Foey answered in the affirmative. 

Dr. M. Regensburger exhibited pathological specimens, illustrating 
the following cases : 

1. A Mexican woman was beaten by a man with his fists, so as to 
bruise her face badly. She became delirious, and finally died in the 
hospital, it was supposed from meningitis caused by violence. But on 
examination, the brain and membranes were found in a perfect condi- 
tion. The lungs were somewhat congested, and the right side of the 
heart was slightly engorged. But no adequate cause of death was dis- 
covered. 

2. Francis, P., aged 30, baker, had always attended to his work 
without complaint, and was considered a healthy man. His death was 
sudden. Dissection revealed hypertrophy of heart, with malignant 
disease of the organ. 

3. Madame R., native of France, had complained for some time of 
pain in the region of the heart, with asthma. During the day she 
drank wine and brandy in small quantities, and after retiring early, 
died suddenly. Cause, hypertrophy of heart, with cartilaginous aortic 
valves, and some fatty degeneration. — San Francisco Med. and Surg, 

Journal, 
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MALNUTRITION AND DIARRHCEA IN AN INFANT, 

FROM IMPROPER FEEDING, 



BY DR. JACOBI. 



The following history is given of this infant : Mary F. , six weeks 
old, was healthy when born. When two weeks old the mother says 
that it had white spots in the mouth, which gradually increased in 
number. There were also spots on its legs, which looked like prickly 
heat. After that its bowels became loose, the evacuations being green 
in color and containing white lumps; and it began to lose flesh. Its 
buttocks, and genitals, and groins soon became sore and inflamed, and 
when it was a month old it commenced to vomit. It has also had a 
slight cough. The father and mother are healthy. They have had 
nine children, six of whom are still living. Of the three that died one 
was born very feeble and did not live long ; the second died of hooping- 
cough, and the third while teething, at the age of ten months. The 
mother has had but one miscarriage ; and so we can, at all events, pro- 
bably exclude syphilis as having anything to do with this infant's 
trouble. Neither does there seem to be any other hereditary taint, and, 
therefore, we must look for some cause or causes ot the difficulty in 
the child itself. 

The spots in the mouth, of which the mother spoke, were, no doubt, 
thrush, or muguet^ as the French call it, and they have all disappeared ; 
though the pharynx still presents a redder appearance than normal. 
On examination we find a well marked erythema about the labia ma- 
jora and arms, and also upon the inner surface of the thighs. An erup- 
tion of this character is usually due to external irritation, such as is 
liable to be set up by contact of faeces or urine with the skin, when 
perfect cleanliness is not observed. One of the most common of all the 
causes of infantile erythema is the use of diapers which have been wet 
with urine and then simply allowed to dry, without having first been 
washed. In the present instance the trouble is probably attributable to 
the diarrhoea from which the child has been suffering. As to the diar- 
rhoea itself, the cause of that we shall no doubt find to have been im- 
proper feeding ; the food being either of an inappropriate kind, or else 
administered in too large quantities, or too frequently. The infant has 
also had another eruption, which has been described as prickly heat, 
and although prickly heat is not very often met with at this season of 
the year, I think the mother was probably right in so denominating it. 
It is easy enough to maintain summer heat in a bedroom, and the little 
vesicles seen in the eruption mentioned sometimes make their appear- 
ance on children who are kept too warm, and not allowed sufficient 
fresh air. 

P'or the erythema I suggest oxide of zinc, or diachylon, ointment; 
or it may be that simply a powder w^ill suffice. Licopodium, however, 
should never be used in such cases, as it unites with the effused serum 
to form a mass which is very irritating to the inflamed skin. The best 
powder here would probably be one composed of starch and oxide of 
zinc. To protect the parts most exposed to it from the irritation of 
the faeces and urine, a little cold-cream or simple cerate should be em- 
ployed now and then. At the same time they should be kept as cool 
as possible. 
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As the diarrhoea, in all probability, depends upon improper feeding, 
It follows, of course, that in order to get rid of it we must address our- 
selves to the cause. The mother being unable to nurse the child at the 
breast, I would suggest that it should have cow^s milk, which has been 
boiled and skimmed, diluted from one-half to one-third. Instead of ad- 
ding simple water to the milk, however, we should employ a farina- 
ceous gruel ; and here barley water would be the most appropriate. 
Oatmeal, which would only tend to increase the diarrhoea in this case, 
is very useful when the bowels are constipated. If there is acidity a 
little lime water may be used. It is a great mistake, however, to sup- 
pose that lime water is really worth anything as an antacid, because so 
feeble is its action in this respect, that a vast quantity of it would in 
fact be necessary in order to produce any appreciable effect in neutral- 
izing acidity by means of it. Still it is often very serviceable in such 
cases, and especially if there is but little acid present. It also has a 
very excellent effect in interfering to some extent with the coagulation 
of the milk ; for it is found that when lime water is given with it the 
coagula are not so large or so firm as they would have been, had it not 
been employed. The white lumps in the child's passages, which were 
described by the mother, are made up of casein and fat, and they indi- 
cate either that the stomach does not digest properly, or that the quan- 
tity of milk taken by the child is too large. If necessary, the milk may 
be reduced until it is only in the proportion of one to three ; and in 
case the diarrhoea should continue, it might perhaps be well to allow 
no milk at all for a period of twelve or twenty-four hours. In some 
cases it is desirable to withdraw the milk for even three or four days ; 
in the meanwhile giving the child barley water and white of egg. — Med, 
and Surg, Reporter, 



THE BEDFORD ALUM AND iRON SPRING. 



BY PROF. J. J. MOORMAN, M.D., OF VIR( INIA. 



The aluminous sulphated chalybeate waters have for half a century 
occupied a conspicuous place among the valuable medicinal waters of 
our highly-favored mineral-water country. The Bedford Alum and 
Iron Springs, belonging as it distinctly does, to this class of waters, and 
showing an analysis not inferior to the best of its class, may well, on 
account of its constituent ingredients, stand in fair competition with 
similar waters whose virtues have been long known and appreciated by 
the invalid public, and therefore might confidently challenge a large 
public confidence in their efficacy. While such is a fair theory in 
reference to the efficacy of this water, actual experience of its use for 
near thirty years has fully verified the hopes that its analysis created. 
Both the analysis, then, and practical use of this water, go to prove its 
.great efficacy in a wide circle of disease, and to one disease especially, 
Tvhich, without the use of this class of waters, would stand, as it has 
hitherto stood, the opprobria medicorum of the healing art. I allude to 
scrofula, in its well-developed form. For this affection, waters of this 
class are altogether the best remedies known to the profession ; and if 
there were no other diseases for which such waters are remedial, their 
•efficacy in this would give them high distinction. But their remedial 
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power is by no means confined to this formidable malady. It reaches 
and overcomes many other diseases and morbid states of the system. 

The immediate therapeutic effects of this class of waters as I have 
remarked, in my volume on the mineral waters of the United States and 
Canada, are those of 2i febrifuge tonic ^ resembling the action of some of 
our best vegetable medicines of this class, and especially of quinine, 
but superior to them in some respects from their specific tendency to 
the bowels and kidneys. By their diffusing, astringent and tonic 
powers, they resolve congestions of engorged viscera^ and remove sub- 
acute inflammation, thus relieving and giving activity to the fluids they 
fill up the superficial capillaries and veins, and give a full, slow pulse, 
with warm surface and soft skin. They are not purgative waters, ex- 
cept in increased quantity ; but sometimes gently open the bowels when 
taken in smaller doses. Their action upon the kidneys is generally 
prompt, their action upon the skin is secundary ; and when it occurs, is 
the result of their sanitary action upon the blood vessels by resolving 
inflammations and congestions, and hence such action may always be 
regarded as favorable indications in the case. 

These waters are advantageously prescribed in many chronic affec- 
tions of the skin and glandular system. Even lupus and other malig- 
nant ulcerations are cured by them. In chronic diarrhoea they are often 
administered to advantage, and the same may be said of chronic irrita- 
tions of the kidneys, bladder and urethra. In paucity and poverty of 
the blood; in the chlorotic condition of young females, and in several 
forms of uterine derangement, as well as in anaemic conditions, with 
loss of tone in the nervous system, they may be prescribed with great 
advantage. The salts, or mass obtained by evaporation of the water, 
may be re-dissolved and used to advantage when the water is not at 
hand. For many years I have been in the habit of using with great 
advantage a strong solution of such salts as a local application to indo- 
lent ulcerations of the skin, and especially to those of a scabeous char- 
acter. To the scaly and irritable eruptions that not unfrequently ap- 
pear upon the cheeks, and sometimes the nose of elderly persons, 
giving uneasiness lest they should prove malignant, I have employed 
frequently a strong solution of such salts with the most satisfactory 
results. 

In various chronic affections of the digestive organs under the generic 
name of dyspepsia, either simple or implicating other organs, and es- 
pecially that form of such depravities known as gastralgia, or nen'ous 
dyspepsia such waters constitute a valuable remedy. The same may be 
said of them in mesenteric affections, and particularly in persons old or 
young, of scorbutic tendencies. — Maryland Med. Journal. ' 



Pilocarpin as an Abortifacient. — A late number of the Allge- 
mein Med, Central Zeitung quotes four cases recently reported by vari- 
ous observers, where the hypodermic use of pilocarpin in pregnant 
women led to abortion. One case was four months gone, and aborted 
after the ninth injection. This should be an important caution against 
using this agent, which is growing in popularity, in pregnant women. 
As to whether it will prove of service in qases where the production of 
abortion is indicated for legitimate reasons, no observations have been 
reported. — Med. Rep. 
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SOCIETY REPORTS. 



2 



MEDILO'CHIRURGICAL ASSOCIATION. 



Atlanta^ Ga., March 29///, 1879. 
President Powell in the Chair. 

Dr. R. C. Word reported the following case, asking the views of 
members as to the diagnosis. 

I submit the following notes of a case which occurred in my practice, 
the diagnosis of which I confess myself at some loss to determine. 

Mr. H., after severe exposure to rain and cold was seized, on Friday, 
December 19th, with a chill which lasted two or three hours, followed 
by high febrile reaction, severe pain in the head and back, aching in 
the limbs, etc. , with intense thirst. The friends gave him Tutt's pills^ 
and bone-set tea, but the fever continued with increasing violence until 
the time of pur visit, which was on the morning of the 20th, at four 
o'clock. We found him with the above symptoms; the pulse at 105, 
full and tolerably firm. Supposing it to be the commencement of a 
febrile attack we gave a dovers powder, applied cold applications to 
head, and ordered five drops tincture veratrum every two hours until 
pulse falls to 75, then to be continued in smaller doses, to keep up the 
impression, until next visit. 

December 21st, 10 o'clock a.m. Patient had rested some better 
during the night ; pulse had once fallen to 70, but had risen since day- 
light, and is now at 100, full and occasionally intermittent, but softer 
than at first visit. There are symptoms of cerebral congestion ; intense 
headache ; eyes red ; considerable nervous prostration ; is delirious, ex- 
cept when fully aroused. Complains of his throat, which upon exami- 
nation is found red and swollen, and the palatine arches besprinkled 
with an eruption very like that of measles. During the night there 
had been several copious discharges from the bowels, of a thin, light 
brown appearance. Prescribed a dovers powder to restrain the bowels, 
and ordered veratrum 5 drops; bromide potassium 10 grs. every two 
hours. Cold applications to the head, blisters to temples and back of 
ears, warm pediluvia. After about two hours a rash resembling measles 
appeared upon the neck, chest and forehead and soon spread over 
the entire body. On the sides and back, the eruption was blended 
with urticaria and a few minute petecchial spots, and soon the rash 
extended over the entire surface, very much like measles at its full hight. 
The eyes were red, yet there was wanting the cough and the charac- 
teristic semi-lunar interspaces of the measle eruption, nor did it answer 
fully to the eruption of scarlatina. It more closely resembled measles 
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than anything else, and as the patient had never had that disease and 
had visited a village where it was prevailing, I decided that it was 
measles, aggravated by exposure to cold, etc. 

At this stage of the case a medical friend in the vicinity. Dr. Fowler, 
saw the patient with me. It was decided to use remedies calculated to 
encourage the eruption. Warmth to the lower extremities with fric- 
tions to the body, and small doses of pulvis doveri occasionally, and 
when the eruption was fully out, small doses of aconite often repeated. 
Head to be kept cool. 

Dec. 2 2d, 9 a. m. Found patient in a comatose state; pulse weak 
and rapid ; rash somewhat suppressed ; the skin not so red. Ordered 
•cold water freely to scalp ; stimulating frictions to the entire body, and 
heat to the extremities, but with no impression. The patient rapidly 
failed, and died about six o^clock the^^same evening. 

While this case was regarded as one of malignant measles, yet there 
were children in the family who had not had measles and who did not 
contract the disease from this patient. 

A brother practitioner had a similar case in the same neighborhood, 
having the same sort of eruption, and which likewise proved rapidly 
fatal. I also treated another case in the vicinity, near the same time, 
which was not unlike the above, the eruption, however, being absent. 
There being some retraction of the head and stiffness of the muscles of 
the neck in this latter case, we pronounced it cerebro-spinal meningitis ; 
it recovered under revulsives, bromide of potass, and opiates. Is it not 
probable that the other two cases were cases of cerebro-spinal menin- 
gitis, of the spotted fever type ? 

Dr. W. T. Goldsmith remarked that he had observed no petecchial 
spots or eruption in any case he had seen in this country. He consi- 
dered Dr. Word's case an eruptive fever, most probably malignant 
measles, as at first diagnosed by him. There was wanting the retrac- 
tion and rigidity of the head and neck, which is pathognomonic of 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. 

Dr. A. J. Pinson said he did not regard the case reported as cerebro- 
spinal meningitis. He had seen many cases of the disease, and the de- 
scription does not apply to the affection as he had observed it. 

Dr. A. R. Alley remarked that he had seen many cases of meningitis, 
in two of which he had noticed an eruption on the skin. In all the 
cases, however, there was a white fur on the tongue, and rigidity of 
.the muscles of the neck. In one case, in a child, there was an erup- 
tion, opisthotonos and speedy death. He thought such cases allied 
to typhus. Some regarded the disease as rheumatic in its origin. He 
had witnessed a number of post-mortem examinations and had observed 
that the gray matter of the brain, the seat of reflex action, was involved, 
with softening and a striated appearance of the meninges, and frequently 
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a pultaceous broken down pus in the convolutions and ventricles^ 
The same conditions sometimes extended to the spinal cord. He 
thinks there was evidence also of an increase of fibrin in the blood.- 
In some cases there was effusion and rheumatic irritation about the 
joints. He thinks Dr. Word's case was one of malignant measles. 

Dr. Thomas S. Powell said he did not think the case reported was 
measles, nor could he say that it was cerebro-spinal meningitis. The 
eruption did not answer fully to that of measles ; it was mixed and 
wanting in some of the more striking characteristics of that disease. 
Eruptions of the skin are not an unfrequent accompaniment of different 
diseases, and may depend upon a variety of causes. The fatal result 
in the case was doubtless due to congestion or inflammation of the 
brain. 

In many instances cerebro-spinal meningitis, according to his exper- 
ience, is caused by blood poison produced from the use of stale, tainted 
or corrupt food. Exposure to miasma and sudden atmospheric vicis- 
situdes may be an exciting cause, but the poison of bad food is well 
calculated, and he was certain predisposed the system to the malady. He 
mentioned three cases in his practice which confirmed this view. One, 
a boy 13 years old, whose father kept a provision store wherein tainted 
vegetables and other stale supplies were kept and consumed by the 
family. The case was well marked and attended with retraction or 
neck, opisthotonos, etc.. It recovered, though not fully, the mind 
being impaired, and locomotion not perfect after a period of nearly 
two years. 

Another case was that of a negro boy at a saloon, who indulged 
freely in bad articles of diet, and had an attack very like the above. 

A third case was a white boy, at a country store, where the tainted 
food and the same attendant circumstances were present as in the other 
two cases. He treated all the cases with large doses of quinine and 
counter irritants. It is now conceded that the blind staggers in the 
horse is caused by feeding on rotten and smut corn. The brain may be 
affected by these substances. As to eruptions, they are known fre- 
quently to be sympathetic from the stomach, as urticaria from eating 
pickles, fish, etc. Many cases of so-called roseola and scarlatina of 
our spring seasons are but sympathetic eruptions from the use of un- 
ripe or crude fruits of the sea.son. Such cases he treats with chlorate 
of potash and alkalies, and they recover. 

Dr. Pinson stated that he could not accept the theory of Dr. Powell, 
as to bad food being the cause of cerebro-spinal meningitis. During 
the war he had seen the disease in a fatal form attack the troops at 
Charleston, at a time when they were well supplied with wholesome 
food, while in Virginia it did not prevail; had also seen cases of the 
disease in vicinity of Cave Spring, Ga., about six years ago. There 
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were lo deaths from it. These cases were near a mill pond, and may 
have resulted from malaria. 

Dr. Powell replied that the statements of Dr. Pinson tended to con- 
firm rather than to refute his position. In Charleston, the climate is 
hot, and the atmospheric conditions such as are likely to damage depo- 
sits of food as we find them in commissary quarters and stores in large 
-cities. In our cities generally, and sometimes in villages, there is bad 
food and bad cooking found. Dr. Pinson's mill cases may have resulted 
from the meal of rotten corn obtained at the mill. Now-a-days the 
shelling of corn is mostly done by machinery, and it is estimated that 
about }i of it thus shelled is rotten or unsound. Some years ago a 
large lot of damaged corn was bought and the meal from it sold by one 
of our merchants at reduced rates, and the result was a good deal of 
sickness among the people. In one instance, a mule fed on it died 
with the blind staggers in a short while after eating it. Dr. Pinson 
also said the disease did not at that time prevail among the Virginia 
troops. Of course the soldiers did not have meningitis in Virginia ; in 
that country they have good food and the finest cooks in the world. 
** Nubbing" the corn before shelling is a word very common, and well 
imdersfood by every household in the **old dominion." It consists in 
first shelling off and throwing aside the defective grains on the small end 
of the cob, and grinding only the sound corn. 

In former times, when the people of every section raised their own 
supplies, this disease, as well as diphtheria and like affections were 
scarcely known ; but in these days of railroads and steamboats, when 
food is transported over long lines from one section to another, it often 
undergoes changes which, though not always perceptible, affect its pur- 
ity or wholesomeness, and lead to various diseases among which, in 
my judgment, is cerebro-spinal meningitis. 

The importance of sound food is no new question. Most of our 
larger cities are provided with food inspectors, and strict market regula- 
tions are required; but in other places, especially in the South, the indif- 
ference and carelessness upon this point is almost criminal. Good food, 
pure food, and a plenty of it, is essential to health, mental and physical. 
Food makes both muscle and brain. If you want great men, men with 
both physical and mental endowments, capable of great achievements, 
and exempt from meningitis and its kindred diseases, feed them well 
from their birth up. Close observation will show that the great men 
of every country, as a rule, are raised in certain cities or localities where 
food, climate and surroundings are favorable to the largest physical and 
mental development. 

The laws of nutrition and the physical economy provide for the fcetus 
in utero and at the breast. As it develops to youth and becomes an 
independent being, the law, or principle, which at first supplied the 
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needs of the system should be still observed and continued, and such 
food provided as will best develop the mental and physical man ; hence 
the importance of the food question, and its bearing upon health and 
disease, especially in the class of affections we are discussing. 

Dr. A. R. Alley said he could not agree with Dr. Powell. He had 
resided in Charleston and could say that her people live well and ekt 
very little corn. Pathology shows that bad food is not the cause of 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. Bad food may cause nausea, vomiting and 
various affections, but not meningitis. Nor is the blind staggers in 
the horse and cerebro-spinal meningitis the same affection. 

Dr. E. J. Roach said he did not know what Dr. Word's case was, 
but did not think it was cerebro-spinal meningitis. There was no opis- 
thotonos, which is characteristie of Jthis disease. He thought that bad 
food, as suggested by Dr. Powell, was often a cause of the disease, 
though perhaps only an exciting cause. He thought that atmospheric 
changes and malaria had much to do in developing the affection. 

Dr. Goldsmith reaffirmed his position that the case was measles. 
The eruption in the throat was indicative of measles. It is known 
that the eruption is often visible in the throat before it appears on the 
external skin, and in exceptional cases, both in measles and scarlet 
fever, the eruption is entirely wanting. Such cases are apt to be fatal. 
He thought that cerebro-spinal meningitis was due to blood poison and 
should be classed with the zymotic affections. Bad food may prepare 
the way, perhaps, for this, as with many other diseases, but is certainly 
not alone the cause of the affection. 

Dr. J. J. Knott remarked that it was well known that his views of 
cerebro-spinal meningitis were different from those of the profession 
generally. He thought bad food had nothing whatever to do with it ; 
on the contrary, those best nourished were more liable to it. Healthy, 
vigorous children, and youth from 7 to 15 years were most susceptible. 
Females rarely have it ; probably because less exposed. The seasons 
have much to do in causing the disease, particularly the prevalence of 
east winds. The symptoms are more varied than is usually represented; 
opisthotonos is frequent but not present in every case ; many of the 
worst cases do not have this symptom. The atmospheric impression 
is made upon the ganglionic and vaso-motor systems. There is often 
hyperaesthesia, showing a change in the afferrentand efferrent nerves. 
If you impress or partially paralyze a nerve you change the electro-tonic 
condition. There is first irritation, then congestion, then inflammation. 
If we wait until the inflammatory stage appears no remedy can avail. 
The best treatment, and one which had proven most successful, was 
the early administration of large and repeated doses of quinine, with 
turpentine applied to the spine by means of a hot iron upon flannel. 
Cases could be relieved bv this method in a few hours. The quinine 
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should be continued for three or four days to guard against relapse. 

Dr. Goldsmith remarked that if the state of the atmosphere or East 
winds bring about the disease it should always follow when the same 
atmospheric conditions are present, which is not the case, there being 
often long intervals of time when the disease is absent ; yet the atmos- 
pheric conditions are present every year. 

Dr. Knott stated that the disease is present in greater or less degree- 
every year. 

Dr. Goldsmith remarked that the disease is generally regarded as of 
recent origin ; yet the East winds had always prevailed, and the same 
fact may be urged against the bad corn or bad food theory of Dr. 
Powell. 

The same causes should always produce the same results, so that 
when the effect is experienced we could find the cause. When we see 
a sudden rise in the river or streams about us, and no rain, we know 
that there has been a flood of rain above us. So should it be in regard 
to the cause of disease. The truth is that in this disease, as with influ- 
enza and other epidemics, the cause is not yet known, for we have 
scarcely yet entered upon the threshold of discovery. 

Dr. Knott replied that whether his theory was correct or not, the 
treatment based upon the theory had been successful, not only in his 
own hands, but with many others. As to the remote cause, it was pro- 
bably the absence of ozone in the atmosphere. 

Dr. Alley said that in Augusta, in the year 1872, cerebro-spinal 
meningitis prevailed both among the negroes and among the well-to-do* 
and refined families in the city. 

Dr. Powell said that he was misunderstood ; he did not contend that 
bad food alone caused the disease. It may be true in the abstract that 
many diseases have a remote, unknown cause, yet the system may not 
be susceptible, or may resist the cause. . The predisposition must first, 
obtain, and whatever predisposes or renders the system liable may be 
regarded as a cause. 



Hypodermic Injections of Tincture of Ergot for Reten- 
tion of Urine. — Mr. Luton, of Rheims, employs a mixture of one 
part of tincture of ergot in five parts of alcohol at 90°, by hypodermic 
injection, in the treatment of inorganic retention of urine. The dose 
he employs is fi'om seven and a half to thirty drops, fifteen drops of 
the solution being equal to three grains of powdered ergot. He has 
used it in the paralysis of the bladder accompanying typhus, confluent 
variola, and acute hydrocephalus. He makes the injection in the fossa 
behind the great trochanter. Within half an hour, and sometimes 
within a few minutes, a complete and forcible evacuation of the bladder 
takes place. He has never observed an eschar of the skin or a gan- 
grenous abscess after the injection. — Ze Lyon Medical. 
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ABSTEAOTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Post-Mortem Delivery. — Dr. Edward L. Duer, of Philadelphia, 
has collected 55 cases of removal of a living child after the death of the 
mother, which he tabulates with his views and conclusions in a valuable 
paper in the American Journal of Obstetrics. This is by no means a 
speculative inquiry. Every practitioner of obstetrics is liable to have a 
dead, undelivered mother before him, and the possibility of the delivery 
and rescue of the foetus should be so clearly established that there should 
be no hesitation or delay in his procedure. Let us, then, briefly follow 
the points of Dr. Duer in his admirable resume : 

1. The period of pregnancy, when the child may be delivered with 
any favorable prospect. * * For all purposes of practice, it may be as- 
sumed that an infant, delivered by Caesarean section, is as likely to live 
as one born at the same period of pregnancy in any other way; and as 
there is incontestable evidence of children having lived who were de- 
livered from a living mother, at the sixth month of utero-gestation, and 
especially as we are dealing entirely with possibilities and not probabili- 
ties, we will be safe in the adoption of a rule : To perform forcible 
dilatation, or the Caesarean section, on all otherwise favorable cases, 
which have attained to the neighborhood of the sixth month of preg- 
nancy." 

2. The length of time after the death of the mother, when operation 
promises success; of course, the sooner after the death of the mother 
the child is delivered the greater the possibility of good results. But, 
'* if a child is manifestly living, as indicated by its movements, or by 
the sound of the fetal heart, there can be no question of the propriety 
of an operation ; the converse of this, however, is by no means true, 
and we are obliged, then, to fall back on observation and recorded ex- 
perience." 

**In the Hunterian Society discussion. Dr. Lever relates that he has 
several times seen the movements of the foetus in utero, half an hour 
after the mothers death." While in the cases collected by Dr. Duer 
there were 13 delivered between 10 and 15 minutes; two cases after 
one hour ; two cases after two hours ; there are cases reported of living 
children being removed after a much longer interval of death than any 
of these, but they are not regarded as reliable ; as, for example, that of 
the Princesse de Schwartzenberg, where the infant was removed twenty- 
four hours after the death of the mother and ultimately survived. 
Even this case is recorded as ** well known" and ** still believed to be 

true." Il^^*^:j| 

One of the most important, for practical consideration, of the cases 
collected by Dr. Duer, is that reported last year to the Cincinnati Ob- 
stetrical Society, and printed in the Lancet and Clinic, by that careful 
and reliable practitioner, Dr. J. L. Cleveland. Indeed, Dr. Duer 
speaks of Dr. Cleveland's case as ** in all respects the most interesting 
of the series. " ** The mother is represented to have had convulsions 
(probably uremic) for about two weeks, and is supposed to have died 
in one. For reasons mentioned, the time which elapsed before the 
II 



138 Southern Medical Record. 

operation was * full one hour.' The child was removed asphyxiated, 
but the heart-beat was perceptible. It gasped in a short time, and in 
the course of an hour was fully restored. It was small, near full term, 
and is still alive and in good health. — Obs, Gazette, 

Remedies for Dilating the Cervix During and Prepara- 
tory to Labor. — Dr. Sell related a case as an example of several, in 
which he had used the concentrated tincture of caulophyllum, or squaw 
weed, with the happiest results, as a remedy to ward off tedious labor. 
The remedy was especially applicable in those cases in which the wo- 
man had habitually suffered severely during the first stage of labon As 
a preparatory remedy in such cases it should be administered in twenty- 
drop doses three times a day, for three or four weeks previous to con- 
finement. 

Dr. Merrill remarked that he had witnessed similar results from the 
use of castor oil during labor. He referred to cases in which he had 
found the os rigid, had ordered a dose of the oil, and, by the time the 
bowels were freely evacuated, the rigidity had disappeared, and speedy 
delivery was effected. 

He further remarked that he had used castor oil with good effect in 
cases in which the uterine contractions were weak and the os was con- 
siderably dilated. Given in half-teaspoonful doses every ten or fifteen 
minutes, the oil had produced marked uterine contraction as rapidly as 
he had ever obtained by the use of ergot. 

Dr. Sell regarded the oil as a dangerous medicine to be given during 
the latter months of pregnancy, for if it had the power to excite uterine 
contraction, it might produce premature delivery. 

He also referred to gelseminum as a valuable remedy in cases of rigid 
os during labor. 

Dr. Merrill remarked that he never ordered castor oil, except when 
he was convinced that it was time for labor, or the process had already 
commenced. He always charged his patients not to take castor oil 
during the last months of pregnancy, if remedies were needed to keep 
the bowels open, because of the liability to excite uterine contraction. 

Dr. F. V. White remarked that when he was an interne in Bellevue 
Hospital, it was customary to administer castor oil to the lying-in wo- 
men on Sundays, and there were marked results following its adminis- 
tration. 

He also asked Dr. Sell if he had not obtained as satisfactory results 
from the use of chloroform in cases of rigid os during labor, as from 
the use of gelseminum. 

Dr. Sell replied that he preferred gelseminum to chloroform. — N, Y, 
Acad, of Med. — Med. Rep. 

The Treatment of Alcoholism. — F. P. Atkinson, M.D., in 
London Practitioner, says : 

Some of the most distressing cases we, as medical men, are called 
upon to attend are those of alcoholism, and it has unfortunately fallen 
to my lot during the last few years to have several from time to time 
under my charge. A good deal has been written by different persons 
with regard to treatment, but I do not think this ought to deter one 
from putting on record his own personal observations, since it is only 
by accumulation of evidence that proper conclusions can be arrived at. 
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As far as I can see, there would appear to be three diflferent stages in 
the disease, viz : 

1. Sleepiness, accompanied by a hard quick pulse; loss of appetite 
in the morning, and morning sickness. 

2. Drowsiness, accompanied by a slow, somewhat compressible 
and excitable pulse ; complete loss of appetite, , and constant sickness. 
The blood has in it an excessive amount of hydrocarbon. 

3. Delirium, accompanied by complete absence of sleep and the 
presence of horrible apparitions, especially at night. The pulse is 
small, quick, easily excitable and compressible. The blood is deficient 
in red corpuscles. Hydrocarbons are present in poisonous quantities ; 
the brain undergoes litde or no repair. The vaso-motor nerve influence 
is almost entirely lost. 

The treatment I have found beneficial in each stage is the following : 

First stage. Tine, rhei, mx; tine. card. co. 3ss ; acid hydrocyanic, dil., 
miij ; sp. chloroformi, mxv ; tine, hyosciami aquae ad. Ji, quartis horis. 

Second stage. The treatment should be the same as just described, 
only it is as well to omit the prussic acid, as there is not the same excite- 
ment present. 

Third stage. Chloral should be given in thirty-grain doses every 
four hours, till sleep comes on, and then repeated as often as necessary. 
The nourishment should be by no means forgotten, and stimulants 
should be strictly forbidden. 

If chloral is gone on with beyond a certain time, a sleepless condi- 
tion recurs, when nux vomica and gentian should be given as follows : 
tiuc. nucis vomicae, m x; tine, gentian co,, 3ss; ess. limonis, mi; sp. 
chloroformi, mxv ; aquae ad. ^\, ter quaterve die. This rarely fails to 
reinduce sleep, but if persisted in long after it has produced its effect, 
sleeplessness returns. When this is the case the tincture of gentian, 
calumba, or chiretta should be given alone. 

These remarks I am afraid, will have but little interest for the scien- 
iic observer, but they cannot, I think, fail to be of use to those engaged 
in general practice. 

To show to what extent alcohol may be present in the blood, I may 
mention I have known it to burst into flame on a light being applied 
to a cut head, and Prof. Ogston, of Aberdeen, has told me he has been 
able to set it alight, when he has cut open the bladder of a man who 
had died in a fit of alcoholism. 

Pathology of Hysterical Cough.— Dr. W. S. Dodd, in Med- 
ical and Surgical Reporter, says : 

Case I. Mrs. J. S., aged thirty-four, hysterical, suffering from 
uterine polypus, was taken with violent cough, and for ten days I could 
get nothing to alleviate it a particle ; finally, in examining the spine, 
I discovered that pressing on the fourth and fifth dorsal vertebra in- 
creased the cough. I ordered a blister to the spot, which remained 
twelve hours, and the cough vanished completely. I subsequently 
got rid of the polypus, and the patient has since borne a thirteen and a 
half pound child, and has got good health. 

Case 2. Mrs. S. A. T, aged twenty-two, hysterical. I had procur- 
ed an abortion with her, for relief of puerperal convulsions, 6n Janua- 
ry 24th, 1877. She remained in delicate health, but became enceinte 
in August. I was called October ist, and found her emaciated; had 



I40 Southern Medical Record. 

retained no food for a week, and in the last two days retained nothing, 
not even a spoonful of water ; the spine was excessively tender, and 
pressure on the lower dorsal vertebra caused retching. Ordered bis. 
sub. nit. et ingluvin, equal parts, five grains every three hours, and a 
blister to the spine. She vomited everything until the blister had done 
its work ; then she retained the medicine, and in a short time was able 
to take a light diet. October 3d. Some cough ; retains food. Octo- 
ber 4th. Cough violent, and continued so for three days, interfering 
with the digestion. October 8th. Find some vomiting ; cough still 
violent, and excited by pressure on the dorsal vertebra; applied blister 
to the spine, and it remained twenty-four hours without blistering, over 
the third, fourth and fifth dorsal vertebra. October 9th. Still cough- 
ing ; applied a fresh blister where the other failed, and in ten hours it 
blistered, and in twenty-four hours the cough was gone. She recovered, 
and in May, 1878, was delivered ot a fine child, at full term. 

Case 3. Mrs. A. has uterine trouble of long standing. Was called 
November 17th, 1878, and found she had diphtheria, which ran a se- 
vere course. The fifth day of the disease had slight cough ; was fearful 
of extension of disease into the larynx, but all remedies for it failed to 
even check its progress. On the decline of the diphtheria, in the third 
week, the cough still increasing, I examined the spine and found that 
there was cough on pressing the dorsal vertebra ; applied the blister, 
and when it produced sufficient counter-irritation the cough subsided. 

My conclusions are, that a nervous or hysterical cough comes origin- 
ally from genital disturbances, through the spine, and my treatment \& 
satisfactory to me and my patients. 

Arrest of Milk Abscess. — W. P. Swain, F.R. C. S., reports a» 
follows to Lond<m Lancet : 

The following case, although by no means without precedent, is so 
marked as to deserve record. 

Mrs. W , a primipara, was confined on July 13th. The labor 

was natural, but the child very large. The forceps were used in the 
last stage. She progressed favorably up to July 26th, but at one o'clock 
in the morning of that day she had a shiver, followed by burning heat, 
with fullness, pain, and great tenderness on pressure in the right breast. 
The breast had been somewhat troublesome to nurse with throughout. 
I saw the patient at i p. m. She was then flushed and anxious, with a 
pulse 120 and a temperature 103.6°. The breast was very full, tense 
and painful, especially toward the axilla, where a spot much harder than 
the surrounding tissues could be felt. The following treatment was 
prescribed : An immediate dose of ten grains of quinine ; two-drop 
doses of tincture of aconite in a drachm of water every ten minutes 
for four hours, and then every hour ; and the extract of belladonna 
softened with a little glycerine to be smeared over the breast. The 
brea.st pump was also ordered to be used. I saw her again at 10 p. m. 
The treatment had been faithfully carried out, except that the dose of 
quinine had not been admistered until 7 p. m., owing to the chemist 
being reluctant to dispense so large a dose of quinine without special 
authority from me. I found the breast much less tender, the pulse 8S, 
and the temperature 101°. Five grains of quinine were ordered to be 
taken every four hours, and the aconite to be continued every hour. 
The next day (July 27) I found the patient more comfortable. The- 
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child had taken the breast, which was hardly now at all tender, the 
hard spot having vanished. The pulse was 80, and the temperature 
96.6°. From that time she progressed favorably, without further bad 
symptoms. — Obs, Gazette, 

[Two drops of aconite every ten minutes for four hours seems exces- 
sive. — Ed. Rec] 

Prussian Blue in Malarial Fever. — Through the suggestion 
of a friend of mine, wrote Dr. W. L. Martin, I was led to the use of 
the above article in some stubborn cases of intermittent fever, more 
particularly that form termed **dumb ague or chronic chills." Now, 
after the use of it for several years, I have found it an efficient remedy, 
and have rarely been disappointed in being able to effect a cure. It 
must be given in pretty large doses, much larger than is directed in 
our books, to have this desirable effect, say ten grains three times a 
day. This amount, in my hands, has proved sufficient for an adult. 
In looking at the article chemically, we might fear using such large 
doses, but, after experience, I have seen nothing bad result from it 
whatever. Given in powder, dropped upon the tongue and washed 
down with a littie water, is the most eligible way of administering it. 
The taste is somewhat similar to that of powdered charcoal, and but 
few complain of it being unpleasant to take ; in this way even children 
take it readily. Given in pilular form, a dose would make three pretty 
large pills ; this amount having to be taken three times a day, we would 
find but few that would submit to it. Prussian blue being a chalybeate 
has the effect of that class of remedies, as well as that of an antiperiodic, 
and I found it to be most efficient in those cases where there is a *' run 
down " or anaemic condition, and when a cure is effected it is more 
permanent than that from quinia. There are some cases where quinia 
will not make a permanent cure, even when given under the most ap- 
proved plan, which, I believe, is after the chill has been arrested by it, 
to keep them from returning by giving a full dose the day preceding 
the seventh, fourteenth and twenty-first day following the last chill. Now, 
in these cases, where quinine has so failed, the ferrocyanide of iron 
comes in as just the thing. — Med, and Surg, Rep. 

A Simple Aspirator. — Dr. G. A. Harman, Lancaster, Ohio, 
writes to the Clinic : As every physician now wants an aspirator, and 
as simplicity, convenience, durability, reliability, and price are all de- 
sirable and necessary considerations, with your permission I will de- 
scribe one answering all those requirements. 

Take a rubber tube, about one-half or one-third of an inch in diame- 
ter, about three or four feet long, sufficiently elastic to allow of com- 
pression, but not much stretching, and enough resiliency to return to 
its shape when allowed. The tuba used in the construction of the 
Davidson syringe nearly answers the purpose ; but it is rather hard to 
compress, and stretches too much. A lighter tube, with a longitudinal 
linen fiber, would suit the purpose better. 

Having a proper tube, you stretch one end over the head of an as- 
pirating needle. You now have your aspirator ready for use. 

Thrust the needle into the cavity to be aspirated ; then grasp the tube 
with the thumb and finger of one hand, as near the needle as possible, 
with sufficient tightness to completely obliterate the hollow, and so, 
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with thumb and finger of the other hand close up to first, holding 
tightly with proximal hand (in relation to needle), slide the other down 
the tube, keeping the hollow all the time obliterated, thus exhausting 
the tube of air. When you have slid down the tube a sufficient dis- 
tance, say a foot or more, you have between the fingers of the two 
hands a vacuum, which, upon releasing the grasp of the proximal hand, 
is filled by the rushing in of fluid from the aspirated cavity. Drop the 
distal end of the tube, and you have a syphon which will completely 
empty the aspirated cavity. Should the tube be too elastic, it will be 
found convenient to follow up the distal hand by letting go with the 
proximal, and taking a new hold near the distal, while holding the tube 
firmly with the latter ; thus compressing a few inches of the tube at a 
time ; or the tube might be very easily and completely exhausted by 
winding it tighdy around a smooth, conical stick, beginning close to 
the needle, then securing the distal end and pushing it off. 

Should it be desirable to immediately see what kind of fluid is being 
drawn away, the tube can be divided near the needle, and a short glass 
tube inserted in the section. 

This little device (for which I claim originality) will enable every 
doctor to supply himself with an aspirator at a cost of only about a 
dollar. 

Hypodermic Injection of Brandy. — Within the last few weeks 
I have had a case in my practice here in which the subcutaneous in- 
jection of brandy undoubtedly prevented a fatal issue. Having had 
occasion to use the forceps for the removal of a child that had unfor- 
tunately died in utero, under circumstances which precluded the use of 
chloroform and necessitated the loss of a considerable amount of blood, 
I had no sooner secured a proper contraction of the womb than the 
woman sank into a state of collapse so profound that I could scarcely 
determine whether she was really dead or alive. There was no pulsa- 
tion in the radial artery, the heart seemed motionless, the respiration 
ceased, the extremities became as cold as ice, the jaws were absolutely 
rigid, and the face assumed the very aspect of death. Instantly lower-^ 
ing her head, I injected two drachms of pure brandy over the apex of 
the heart, and resorted to artificial respiration, while the nurse under 
my orders made a liberal use of warmth and revulsives. In response 
to these means there came a slight flutter about the heart and a single 
feeble sigh, and then a lapse to the same awful state of silence and inac- 
tion. Repeating the injection of brandy and persisting in the other 
measures, I succeeded after some moments in securing a somewhat 
more deciided movement of the heart and a rather stronger respiratory 
effort, followed by another speedy return to the deathlike condition 
which I have already described. And so, with alternations of resusci- 
tation and relapse, amid gleams of hope and intervals of despair, I la- 
bored on for more than two hours before the slightest continuity in the 
cardiac and pulmon try functions was established, and it was only after 
the lapse of a much longer period that a sufficient amount of reaction, 
developed itself to enable me to decide whether death or life was to be 
the issue of the struggle. Eventually, however, success crowned my 
efforts ; the state of collapse passed away, and, after a long and weary 
subsequent illness, the patient lives to unite with me in blessing the days 
on which brandy and hypodermic syringe were invented ; for they res- 
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tored her to life and relieved me from one of the most painful and 
trying positions of my whole professional career. — North Carolina Med- 
ical Journal, 

The Plague. — The Bulletin of the Marine Hospital Service states 
that official reports of European medical officers in China show con- 
clusively that true * ' bubonic plague " has prevailed extensively in 
that empire during the thirty years preceding 1873, when it was sup- 
posed to be wholly extinct. The reports also show that owing to the 
meagre facilities for communications with Central Asia, virulent epide- 
mics may ravage extensive districts of that country witliout any know- 
ledge of their existence extending to Europe. The reports present re- 
cords of the disease having prevailed in the Province of Yunnan, to 
which it seems to have been introduced from Burmah, during twenty 
of the thirty years in question, varying in intensity in different parts of 
the province, and in different years. 

From facts, which have been obtained from official sources, and are 
in the main well attested, it seems proper to conclude that instead of 
the late outbreak being due to the spontaneous regeneration of the 
virus of the plague in the valley of the Volga, or, at the furthest, in 
Persia, the disease was reintroduced from China into Persia, and thence 
to Russia, local conditions in each instance probably favoring its deve- 
lopment. Of these conditions no authentic account will be obtained 
until the international Commission of Experts, who are visiting the in- 
fected district, make their report. The return of cold weather, com- 
bined with the stringent measures adopted by the government, seem to 
have confined the late violent outbreak to the limited district where it 
first appeared. The American ministers to Austria and to Russia 
report that the disease has manifested such an extremely virulent and 
contagious character that great alarm exists in the whole of Eastern 
Europe, and urge upon the government the necesiity of taking mea- 
sures to prevent the possibility of the introduction of the disease into 
the United States. The measures already taken by this government 
for preventing the importation of goods from the infected districts, ex- 
cept under proper precautions, are, for the present, considered suffi- 
cient for this purpose, especially if the ports of entry are kept free from 
the unsanitary conditions that favor the spread of epidemic disease. — 
Med. aud Surg. Reporter. 

Marriage and the Microscope. — Dr. C. Heitzman, of New 
York (N. Y. County Medical Society, Dec. 23, 1878) read a paper in 
which he claims to be able to determine the constitution of an indivi- 
dual by means of microscopical examination of the blood, without 
knowing anything of his former life. The better the constitution, the 
fewer are the colorless blood corpuscles. These corpuscles are pardy 
homogeneous, or at least coarsely granular in strong men ; they are also 
paler in color (yellow) in weak persons. He says : 

* * In fact, the microscope reveals so much of the general health of a 
person, that more can be told by it in many instances than by naked 
eye, or by physical examination, as well as on percussion and auscul- 
tation. Marriages should be allowed in doubtful cases, only upon the 
permit of a reliable microscopist. Last season a young physician asked 
me whether I believed in marriage among kindred? He fell in 
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love with his cousin, and so did the cousin with him. I examined his 
blood and told him that he was a nervous man, passes sleepless nights, 
and has a moderately good constitution. The condition being sus- 
pected in the kindred lady, marriage was not advisable for fear that 
the offspring might degenerate. So great was his faith in my assertions, 
that he gave up the idea of marrying his cousin ; offering her the last 
chance, viz : the examination of her blood. This beautiful girl came 
to my laboratory, and very much to my surprise, I found upon examin- 
ation of her blood a first-class constitution. The next day I told the 
gentleman: * You had better marry her.'" — N,Y, Med. Record, 

Rheumatism. — Dr. Richard said he had used salicin for acute ar- 
ticular rheumatism, in five to ten grs. doses, without benefit 

Dr. Snow has used salicylic acid in a number of cases of acute rheu- 
matism with the most favorable results. In one case he gave it in doses 
of grs. x ad. xv. The pain subsided, but the head symptoms — similar 
to those induced by large doses of quinine — were so severe that the 
medicine was discontinued, when the pain again returned. Similar 
doses stopped the pain, but caused the head symptoms as before, when 
smaller doses completed the cure without further trouble. 

Dr. Borrowman has given the acid in doses of grs. v ad grs. xx, 
every two hours, without observable effect. 

Dr. Kaiser usually gave five grs. each of salicin and potass, nit. 
dissolved in glycerine. Tinct. aconite three parts and tinct. opium 
one part, is an excellent local application. 

Dr. Leonard. Salicylic acid may be good in malarial casesj 

Dr. Lyster favors the warm room, and does not think it increases 
the temperature of the patient suffering from rheumatism. He gene- 
rally uses the following : 

R Tr. colchici sem 3 v 

Potass, iodldi J^ ss 

Tr. quassiee % lljss 

Syr. sarsiaparillee 5 * ^ 

M. Ft. sol. S. Two teaspoonfuls. 

Gave morphine to ease pain, and used locally cloths out of hot alka- 
line water, covered with.oiled silk, or simply envelope the part in cotton 
batting. 

Dr. Rouse prefers quinine to salicin in malarial districts, — Proceedings 
of the Wayne County Medical Society, — Ne7a Prep. 

Ergotine in Acute Ophthalmia. — Dr. Planat, of Nice, states, 
in Xh^ fourncU de Therapeutique^ that he has found ergotine act with 
efficacy and promptitude in proportion as oculo-palpebral phlegmasiae 
are simply inflammatory. In blepharo-conjunctivitis the improvement 
is first observed in the conjunctiva ; and in keratitis, although still very 
active, it is a degree less so than in the more superficial affections. It 
is also of great service in iritis, rapidly subduing the acute manifesta- 
tions and preventing their extension to the external membranes of the 
eye. When these last are the seat of a chronic fluxion dependent on a 
scrofulous or dartrous diathesis, ergotine, without influencing the con- 
stitutional affection, acts none the less efficiently on the inflammatory 
element — a fact of importance, as by generally preserving the eye from 
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|s>lastic deposits, corneal ulcers, and consecutive staphylomas, it allows 
of the treatment for the diathesis being more promptly put into force. 
The formula which Dr. Planat recommends is from one to one and a 
half gramme of ergo tine in twenty of glycerine or rose water, of which 
from eight to ten drops are to be inserted in the eye every two hours. 
Where there is violent inflammation of the eyelids or distention of the 
conjunctiva, a rag wetted in this mixture should be left on the parts for 
some hours. In general, two or three days suffice for the subdual of 
the most intense blepharo-conjunctivitis. Dr. Planat has employed the 
ergotine in this way, with invariable success, for several years past. — 
Med. and Surg. Rep, 

The Treatment of Acute Rheumatism. — Prof Stille, in the 
Journal of Materia Medica, says : 

The treatment of simple acute articular rheumatism may be aban- 
doned to palliatives and nature. Apart from complications, such 
cases nearly always get well under rest and good nursing. Try and 
disabuse yourselves of the idea that their cure is dependent upon medi- 
cines alone ; to help nature is often the best we can do. No treatment 
was ever invented which stopped a case of acute articular rheumatism. 
It cannot be accomplished by bleeding or sweating or purging, by niter, 
by tartar emetic, by guaiacum, by alkalies, by salines, by salycilic acid, 
or by anything else. The physician can palliate pain and perhaps 
shorten the attack ; can perhaps prevent or control complications and 
stiffness in the joints, but he can not arrest the disease. Where rest, 
proper diet, and warmth are enjoyed, most cases will get well just as 
soon without as with the use of other remedies. Dr. Austin Flint, of 
New York, in support of this statement, subjected some patients, a 
number of years ago, to the expectant treatment, and found that they 
made just as rapid and just as complete recoveries as those cases under 
active medication. 

Fistula in Ano. — During the last five years I have had under my 
care several cases of fistula in ano. All but the last were subjected to 
the division of the sphincter ani with the knife, and although varying 
considerably in the length of time required to heal the wound, made 
good and perfect recovery. With the last I adopted a different method. 
It was a complete fistula, having one opening in the bowel above the 
sphincter, and another (external) near the anus, whence frequently fecal 
matter exuded. Having cleared the bowels thoroughly, and then se- 
cured them against disturbance for two or three days, I introduced to 
the bottom of the fistula, in a hollow tube, some pure carbolic acid in 
a liquid state. The first application seemed to close the internal open- 
ing ; the second, introduced the same way, required a less deep inser- 
tion; the third less still, and so on until the sinus became completely 
closed. About two months have elapsed. The patient has had no 
return of the affection, and declares himself perfectly well. — Cor, Lon- 
don Lancet. 

Hyoscyamine. — A correspondent in the Lancet admonishes his 
readers to order ** Merk's Extractive Hyoscyamine" in order to obtain 
uniform results from the remedy. The dose is that of atropia (which 
it resembles in physiological action) gr. one-eightieth to one-sixtieth. 
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Berlin Treatment of Scarlet Fever. — In the last volumeof 
the reports of the Charity Hospital, Berlin, Professor Henoch has an 
article on scarlet fever, in which he treats of the anomalies of its pro- 
gress, its malignancy, complications and treatment. On the latter 
point he recommends, when stimulants are indicated, to employ cognac, 
coffee, camphor and musk. When swallowing is interfered with by 
the swelling of the fauces, he uses nutritive enemata and local hypoder- 
mic injections of camphor. 

R Camphorae pulv 0.6 G 

Alconolis 

Aquae di8tillat aa 5.0 G. M. 

Inject a syringeful. 

When the pyrexia is marked, he employs lukewarm baths ; cold baths 
he considers dangerous, as leading to collapse ; but he is not afraid of 
cold sponging and the hydropathic pack. 

Fatal Tetanus Follo^ving Ligation of Hemorrhoids. — For 

four days the patient complained of a little soreness but otherwise was 
apparently comfortable. The tissues included in the ligature became 
sloughy in appearance and diminished in size. About noon on the 
14th, the patient complained of stiffness of the jaw; he seemed restless 
and nervous ; his pulse and temperature remained normal. The liga- 
ture came away. The rigidity of the muscles of the jaw gradually in- 
creased so that on the following day, the patient was unable to open the 
mouth at all. The muscles of the back of the neck were also affected 
so that the head was drawn backward ; still the breathing was regular 
and the temperature normal, though the pulse was slightly accelerated.. 
At II o'clock on the night of Jan. 15th, he had a convulsive attack, 
lasting about five minutes and attended with great difficulty of respira- 
tion. This was succeeded by four others, each following its prede- 
cessor at a shorter interval and being more severe, and in the last he 
.died, at 5 a.m., January i6th, the immediate cause of death being 
asphyxia. No autopsy could be obtained. — Hospital Gazette, 

The Croton Oil Treatment of Naevus. — An instance of it is- 
given by Dr. H. F. ^igier, in the Michigan Medical News. He writes : 
* * The tumor was situated in the centre of the left cheek, and in size 
about as large as a dime. I procured a cork the size of the tumor, into- 
which I inserted several fine needles, letting the points project y^ of an 
inch. I then immersed the points of the needles in pure croton oil, 
and plunged them into the tumor. A litde swelling followed, and 
several vesicles formed soon after. The second day a crust formed 
over the whole tumor. This was repeated three times, at intervals of 
nve days, and no other treatment was required. — Med, and Surg, Rep. 

Glycerine as an Enema in Constipation. — Dr. L. W. Han- 
son, of Davison's Station, Mich., writes to the Medical Record, that 
for the past two years he has been in the habit of using glycerine in all 
classes of cases where he desired to produce evacuation of the bowels- 
by enema, whether of acute disease or habitual constipation. He uses- 
it one part glycerine to six, eight or ten parts of tepid water, and finds 
it to act more pleasantly and efficiently than any other agent ever used 
for the purpose. 
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Is Urticaria Caused by Sulphate of Cinchonidia ? — Dr. 
Kemper, of Muncie, Ind., states that he and his partner have frequent- 
ly remarked upon the unusual number of cases of urticaria which have 
occurred this season, especially among children attacked with malarial 
fevers. During this time they have used the sulphate of cinchonidia 
almost wholly in the place of quinine ; and families keep and use the 
former. By such persons they have been quite commonly consulted 
for ** hives" and ** nettle-rash," which occur early in some cases, later 
in others. In many instances, instead of the ordinary form there was 
marked puffiness of the face, eyelids, and sometimes of the extremities^ 
In one case the eyes were nearly closed by the swollen lids. The cin- 
chonidia was left off, and the swelling disappeared. Two weeks after- 
wards, when a few doses had been taken, the swelling reappeared. Dr. 
K. states that to a patient in whom quinine had several times produced 
an erythema of marked degree, he gave six grains of the cinchonidia. 
At his next visit she, with a reddened face, accused him of having 
given her quinine again. She gradually became completely covered 
with an erythematous blush, and subsequently underwent general des- 
quamation. He was formerly disposed to believe that malaria caused 
urticaria, but has now abandoned that idea. — Cin. Lancet and Clinic, 

Sulphuric Ether in Lumbago. — I had one morning a very 
urgent message to go some miles. At the tirne I was almost unfit to 
move in bed from lumbago, and to put my foot to the ground to walk 
was impossible, from the pain it gave me. I once before had the 
rheumatism in my arm and shoulder, and when one day working with 
ether I happened to inhale a small quantity, and to my surprise the 
rheumatism almost immediately left. Having this in my remembrance 
I got the ether-bottle and inhaled the ether on the folded tip of my 
pocket-handkerchief for about twenty minutes, not entirely putting 
myself under its influence ; and in less than an hour I was able to rise 
with little or no pain, and drive out, make my visit, and a good many 
other visits besides ; and on my return I felt the pain had increased a 
little ; I inhaled some more ether, and the next day I may say I was en- 
tirely better. I have also tried it on others with the same miraculous 
effect in lumbago. — Dr, David Smithy in Brit, Medical Journal, 

The Topical Application of Chloral Medicated with 
Camphor. — The mixture of chloral and camphor is transformed by 
heat into a thick oily transparent liquid, resulting from the solution of 
the camphor in the chloral hydrate, which thus loses its proportion of 
water. This topical application does not act like chloral by revulsion, 
for it does not produce the slightest hyperemia of the skin. Its action 
appears therefore to be due to its absorption. Dr. Sune, who has made 
out these facts, has seen several cases of pain in the side and slight 
attacks of neuralgia cured by this new medicine. — Independencia Medica, 

Battey's Operation. — The Paris Medical says of Battey's opera- 
tion : **It is not only rash, but is to be condemned for its boldness. 
We cannot approve the conduct of a surgeon who thus plays with the 
life of his patients, especially when we remember the gravity of deep 
lesions of the peritoneum. We are happy to state that no French sur- 
geon has followed the footsteps of the American." 
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Use of Chloroform in Diseases of the Heart. — On this sub- 
ject Mr. Vergely, of Bordeaux {La France Medicale), remarks that 
there is a difference of opinion, some asserting that chloroform is very- 
useful and others that it does harm in affections of the heart. In Mr. 
Vergely's memoir, to which M. Dieulafoy has recently drawn the at- 
tention of the Societe Medicale des Hopitaux, three principal points 
are established. 

1. That the existence of heart disease does not contraindicate the 
use of anaesthetics. 

2. That chloroform is a sedative in this class of diseases. 

3. That it should be used with discretion. 

In some cases of severe palpitation chloroform may be successfully 
.administered. Also in some cases of dyspnoea and palpitation arising 
from mitral insufficiency, either alone or conjointly with hypodermic 
injections of morphia. M. Vergely has also given it without any acci- 
dent in angina pectoris, and in certain other affections of the heart 
characterized by dyspnoea and palpitation. From inquiries he has 
made into the literature of the subject, he concludes that this agent has 
been employed too timidly and unsystematically. — Med, Rep, 

^Varm Fomentations to the Head in Cases of Uterine 
Hemorrhage. — Dr. Koehler (AUg. Med, Central- Zeitun^ states that 
he has, for the last seven years, m cases of uterine hemorrhage, applied 
warm fomentations to the head, to prevent anaemia of the brain, and 
. also to the heart. Hot sand bags are also very efficient, and the pa- 
tients often will bear sand which is so hot that it can scarcely be touched 
with the hand. As soon as the fomentation or bag has been applied, 
consciousness is restored ; the pulse grows stronger ; the patient herself 
states that she feels better, that the ringing in the ears has ceased, and 
that she likes the appliance. As soon as it becomes cooler, she wishes 
it to be renewed. Dr. Koehler has, he says, saved patients even in 
the most dangerous cases of hemorrhage by this proceeding, by which 
the physician never loses time, as the fomentations may be watched 
. and renewed by any one. This method has been found equally effi- 
cient in anaemia caused by epistaxis, hemorrhages produced by wounds, 
etc. — Med. Rep. 

Novel Use for Apomorphia. — At the late meeting of the French 
Association for the Advancement of Science, Mr. Verge related the 
• case of a child with a plum-stone empacted in the gullet. No instru- 
ment being at hand for the extraction of the foreign body, recourse 
was had to emetics. Ipecacuanha failing to induce vomiting, it was 
decided, after consultation, to inject apomorphia subcutaneously. Two 
injections were practiced, amounting in all to two and a half milli- 
grammes of the alkaloid, not a large amount. Vomiting was soon ex- 
cited, and the foreign body expelled. — London Lancet. 

Herpes Zoster. — Dr. Walther, of Mittweida, reports the following 
singular occurrence of zoster. A student affected with the disease re- 
moved from his room. The next occupant shortly after was attacked 
with the same affection. This one also removed, and the third occu- 
pant, also a student, was immediately attacked with the same disease. 
— Aiigem. Med, Central Zeitung, 
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Epilepsy. — Dr. Hammond, in his work on Diseases of the Nervous 
System, in detailing the successful treatment of a very obstinate and 
apparently hopeless case of epilepsy, says : 

We placed the patient upon a formula almost identical with Dr. Brown- 
Sequard's celebrated one for epilepsy, substituting the sodium for the 
potassium salt, in consequence of its less depressing effect and of its 
greater tolerance by the system, giving three times daily twenty grains 
of the former with a half drachm of Squibb's fl. ext. ergot. She began 
the remedy in October, 1874, and took it faithfully for a year and a 
half. 

Her mother stated that at the four subsequent menstrual periods she 
had three severe epileptic seizures daily. They then disappeared en- 
tirely. Continued medicine, notwithstanding their cessation, for over 
eighteen months. The fits have never recurred since early in Febru- 
ary, 1875, ^^^ three years and ten months.. 

Purulent Ophthalmia of Infants. — Iodine is more soluble in 
distilled water of cherry- laurel than in simple distilled water. Ten drops 
of tincture of iodine disappear in ten grammes (168 minims) of dis- 
tilled cherry-laurel water, by a chemical transformation, the mixture 
being free from coloration ; while in the same quantity of simple distilled 
water it immediately colors it, and gives, in a short time, a precipitate 
of iodine. Dr. Lutton prepares a liq.uid containing one gramme (16 
minims) of tincture of iodine to twenty grammes (324 minims) of cherry^ 
or at the 20th. It has the color of pale cognac, and forms a collyrium 
of unquestionable efficacy in the purulent ophthalmia of newly-born 
children. By means of a glass dropping tube, this liquid is instilled 
between the lids four or six times per day, and these are also bathed 
with it as abundantly as possible. It is greatly superior in efficacy to 
nitrate of silver, and occasions no inconvenience. — C/nwn MediccUe et 
Scienlifique du Nord-Est, 

Treatment of Enlarged Glands in Scarlet Fever. — A writer 
in a late number of the London Lancet : I have lately adopted a very 
simple method of preventing the great suffering which little patients 
sometimes have to undergo from enlarged glands in scarlet fever. The 
attendant is directed on the slightest indication of enlargement to rub' 
gently into the neck every two hours by day and every four at night 
linimentum ammoniae, with a little tincture of opium added ; each ap- 
plication to last ten or fifteen minutes; and, to insure the necessary 
perseverance, warning is given of the probable serious consequences 
should the enlargement continue. I have recently had a large number 
of cases of scarlet fever, some of them, severe, but I /have had no en- 
larged glands. The friction oiiviously prevents the collection of morbid 
material in the gland and subsequent adenitis. — Med, News. 

Diphtheria. — It has been lately suggested that rotten potatoes and 
apples are causative of diphtheria, the fungi of these being identical 
with the fungiof the diphtheritic ulcer. An observer says that the dis- 
ease invariably attacks families in which the Irish tuber is eaten, and' 
that, during epidemics, families who abstained from the vegetable en- 
joyed immunity from the disease.. Sw^et potatoes are not supposed tO; 
be similarly injurious.. 
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Treatment of Erysipelas by Injections of Carbolic Acid. 

— Dr. Hueter contributes the experience of the Greifswald hospital to 
this question. A solution of carbolic acid in alcohol and water is inject- 
-ed by the Pravaz syringe into the affected skin, at points sufficiently 
near to each other to control the inflammation. In many cases two or 
three injections are sufficient; in severe ones five are generally found to 
suffice ; while in the worst as many as twelve have been used. After 
making them, the skin is kept covered with a carbolized compress, 
which is changed two or three times a day. If the erysipelas is accom- 
panied by lymphangitis and lymphadenitis, mercurial ointment is spread 
thickly along the course of the red streaks and over the swollen glands. 
— Berliner Klinischensckrift. 

Occurrence of Herpes During the Administration of Ar- 
senic. — Dr. Finlayson, of Glasgow, reports, in confirmation of the 
•opinion expressed by Hutchinson that zoster is frequently developed 
•during the use of arsenic, two cases in which this affection occurred in 
young women while under the action of the drug. [Observations of 
such occurrences are not yet numerous enough to warrant the positive 
conclusion that the alleged connection is more than accidental. Zoster 
occurs during the use of other drugs. For instance, we have under 
observation at this time a fully-developed case upon the thorax in a 
syphilitic patient under treatment by mercurial inunction. — Rep,'\ — 
Hospital Gazette. 

Treatment of Mammary Abscess. — Dr. A. M. Armstrong 
writes : ** For ten years past I have not had the unpleasant task of 
opening mammary abscess, where either chloroform, chloroform lini- 
ments, or the atomized sulph. ether had been freely applied to the af- 
fected breast, before suppuration had commenced ; and I have known 
either application to give prompt and effectual relief, even after the 
patient was suffering from severe rigors. A very popular remedy here, 
with both regular and irregular physicians, is a composition of kerosene 
and camphorated alcohol, applied as a liniment. — Med, and Surg. Rep. 

Obstinate Singultus Cured by Muriate of Pilocarpine. — 

Dr. Ortille reports a case of persistent singultus, due to cerebral em- 
bolism, which proved utterly rebellious to all the usual methods of treat- 
ment. As the singultus persisted even during the sleep produced by 
morphine injections, and the strength of the patient was becoming 
^reatiy reduced, a hypodermic injection of half a grain of pilocarpine 
was at last administered. This produced abundant perspiration and 
salivation, and the hiccough ceased at once. — AIL Med, Cent. Zeil. 

Paracotoin as a Remedy in Epidemic Cholera. — Prof. 
Baelz, of Tokio, Japan, contributes to the Centralblatt of July 6th, an 
account of his striking success with this remedy in cases of malignant 
cholera. He administered it in doses of 0.2 gramme by hypodermic 
injection, suspended in equal parts of glycerine and water. The cure 
was prompt in five cases, all in which he used it, and the Japanese 
government has taken measures to provide a supply of the drug, in the 
*vent of another outbreak. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



Pregnancy in the Elephant. — We learn from N. Y. Medical 
Record that at the invitation of Mr. Tule, the manager of the **Great 
London Circus," a number of medical gendemen visited the winter 
•quarters of the circus at Twenty-third Street and Columbia Avenue, in 
Philadelphia, on 'Friday, March 14th, in order to inspect a female ele- 
phant said to be pregnant. 

The female elephant believed to be pregnant had been covered twice 
by a male elephant at Concord, New Hampshire, on the 25th of May, 
1878. At the time of examination she was consequently in the tenth 
month of pregnancy. 

The two breasts, which are situated immediately between the front 
legs in the elephant, were full and swollen. The nipples were very 
prominent, and pointed outwards and downwards. I'he milk veins on 
the surface of the abdomen were also very prominent. 

The general opinion hitherto held with regard to the act of copula- 
tion on the part of the elephant has been that it is performed while the 
female lies on her back. 

In this instance, however, the act of copulation had been twice per- 
formed, and on both occasions the male had mounted upon the back of 
the female, and the penis, instead of curving backwards as is the case 
under artificial sexual excitement, had curved forwards and upwards. 
These facts were very thoroughly authenticated. This proves that pre- 
vious ideas upon this subject have been altogether erroneous. 

Curious glands, sebaceous in origin, were pointed out by the keeper 
in the roof of the elephant's mouth and behind the eyes. In the glands 
behind the eyes, wax is wont to accumulate, and causes much annoy- 
ance to the elephant unless removed. 

It was further shown that the tongue of the elephant does not pos- 
sesses any fraenum. 

As the period of normal pregnancy in the elephant is twenty months, 
it was expected that the calf would be born, if nothing unforeseen 
should occur, on January 25th, 1880. The birth of an elephant calf 
away from India is a great rarity. 

Experiment to Illustrate Geological Processes. — M. de 

Chancourtois, professor of geology at the School of Mines in Paris, has 

•devised an experiment to illustrate the formation of ridges of hills by 

' risings in the crust of the globe while still soft from the primitive heat. 

M. de Chancourtois represents the globe by an inflated rubber ball, 

which takes the place of the terrestrial nucleus in fusion, destined to 

contract on cooling, and, by its shrinking, to produce on the surface 

the elevations and depressions which constitute the mountains and 

valleys of the existing earth. The ball is dipped in a bath of melted 

wax, and, when that has partially set, a small portion of the air is 

.allowed to escape by the tap. The surface of the sphere then contracts 

slightly, and sinks in portions, wrinkling the wax. When a little more 

air is allowed to escape, these slight wrinkles become more distinct, and 

form ridges and hollows precisdy analogous to the ranges of hills and 

valleys on the face of our planet, except that their relief is relatively 
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greater. M. de Chancourtois lately presented to the Academy of 
Sciences two of these balls, — one in the first stage of the operation^ 
and the other in the second or final one. — Journal of Chemistry. 

A Hairy Water Tortoise. — Mr. Frank Buckland, in Land and 
Water, describes a curious water tortoise from China that had been 
presented to him. It is a terrapin which apparently has hairs growing 
out from its back. These apparent hairs consist simply of some water 
grass, something like the weedy material growing in decaying wood- 
work and lock gates of rivers. Whether the growth is produced arti- 
ficially by the Chinese, or whether it is natural, is not known. — Sci, Am^ 

Caloptine. — A chemical examination of the dead Rocky Moun- 
tain locusts, by the United States Entomological Commission, shows 
that these insects furnish a new oil, which will be christened caloptine, 
and a very large percentage of pure formic acid. Though this acid 
exists in the ant and some other insects, it is with difficulty obtained in 
large quantities ; whereas by the action of sulphuric acid upon the lo- 
cust juices, it passes off with great readiness, and in remarkable quan- 
tity and gravity. — Ec. Med, Journal, 

Absorption of Carbonic Oxide by Living Organisms. — N. 

Grehaut has experimented with mixtures of air and minute portions of 
cabonic oxide. He finds that a man or an animal, when compelled 
for half an hour to breathe an atmosphere containing only 1-779 of 
carbonic oxide, absorbs that gas in sufficient quantities to saturate about 
half of the red globules of the blood, so that they become incapable of 
absorbing oxygen. In an atmosphere containing i-i 449 of carbonic 
oxide, about a quarter of the red globules are similarly saturated. 
These results are interesting and important in relation to physiology 
and hygiene. — Jounml of Oiemisity, 

Meteorology for 1878. — It is said that the year 1878 was not only 
the warmest of the last ten, but also that by far the greatest amount of 
rain fell. With such an excess of rain (11 inches above the average) 
one should expect a much cooler year than usual. Other causes must 
have counteracted this influence. 

It will also be noticed that the whole yearly range of temperature, 
during the last fifteen years, has been only 7.72°, while the amount of 
rain in the last ten years has varied more than twenty-three and a half 
inches (23.59). 

Self-Luminous Clocks. — The new Swiss self-luminous clock 
dials are rendered visible in the dark by covering the figures with the 
sulphide of calcium, which has long been noted for its phosphorescence. 
Its remarkable qualities in this respect are evident from the fact that it 
was visible in total darkness after having been closely shut up in a box 
for five days. 

Disappearance of Nebulae. — Two nebulae of the Southern heav- 
ens which were described by Herchel, and which have long been pro- 
minent celestial objects observed by astronomers, have, of late, entirely 
disappeared from view, even through the Melbourne reflector. 

Invisible Ink. — Bottger recommends as an invisible ink for postal 
cards sulphuric acid diluted with fifty parts of water, a quill pen being 
used for the writing, which is invisible until heated,, when it becomes, 
black. — Journal of Chemistiy, 
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PEAOTIOAL NOTES AND FORMTJLE. 



Habitual Constipation. — Habitual constipation is a very com* 
mon, and often a very difficult condition to overcome. Almost every 
journal contains formula and suggestions from the experience of prac- 
titioners promising much, but as a rule resulting in disappointment. 
We have for the last twelve months been using, with great satisfaction, 
minute doses of podophyllin, as contained in the parvules of Wm. R. 
Warner & Co. , of Philadelphia. The parvules whieh we use contain 
only one-twentieth of a grain each, and we give only one pill regularly 
three ttmes a day. The podophyllin in powder does not seem to be 
so efficient. Why this is so, we cannot tell ; perhaps it is the tritura- 
tion, or something in the method of preparation ; or it may be the pu- 
rity of the article used by this staunch and reliable House, whose fame 
in the preparation of sugar-coated pills is world-wide. The effect of 
these parvules, given as above, is simply to re-establish and regulate 
the peristaltic action, producing one easy, slightiy softened and appa- 
rendy natural dejection daily. It also imparts tone to the liver, invig* 
orates the digestive function, reheves hemorrhoids if they exist, and 
improves the general health. 

We have also used many other remedies in these parvules, and find 
them very convenient for grading the dose to any desired quantity \ a 
saving of trouble in mixing and compounding, and what is very desi- 
rable, have found them in every instance to be pure, reliable and effi- 
cient in action. Their parvules of aloin are also excellent, as four of 
them can be taken with the same purgative effect as a like number of 
cathartic pills, and for administration to children, they are very conve- 
nient. Parvules of calomel, one-tenth grain, given in doses of two 
every two hours until five or six doses are taken, comprising one-half 
grain of calomel only, produce bilious evacuations and move the liver 
m a manner more satisfactory than ten grains of calomel as ordinarily 
given. As a class of remedies, we regard these parvules as very con* 
venient and satisfactory. W. 

Cinchonia Alkaloid. — Messrs. Powers & Weightman, of Phila- 
delphia, have done a good work for the profession, and for the coun- 
try, by the manufacture and by the introduction of the various alka- 
loids of the bark — distributing gratuitously to physicians throughout 
the country pure samples of these preparations for test and experiment. 
We have from time to time been furnished with these samples, and 
have both tested them ourselves and handed them out to others iot 
trial in practice. On more than one occasion we have reported results 
from the experiments thus made with these agents. 

The cinchonidia has proven an efficient anti-periodic \ so the sulphatd 
of cinchonia, and not less so the cinchonia cUkaloid more recently intro- 
duced. A very excellent combination is the cinchonia mixture con- 
taining a portion of sugar of milk and bicarb, soda. It is nearly taste- 
less, and admirably suited to children and to delicate stomachs. It is 
rendered soluble by the natural acids of the stomach, or its solubility 
may be assured by the use of acid drinks. 

X2 
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Our observations in the use of this agent fully confirm the reports o( 
others as to its anti-periodic properties, which may be regarded as littie 
if any less than those of the sulphate of' quinine. One intelligent 
practitioner pronounces the cinchonia mixture, above referred to, as 
specially adapted to nervous and delicate subjects, having noticed in a 
number of instances a peculiar soothing, anodyne effect — the patient 
sweetly sleeping through and beyond the time of chill, and awaking 
refreshed and free from fever. 

The mixture has been found also a useful remedy in menorrhagia, 
when followed by elixir vitriol as the acid drink. It moderates the 
flow, equalizes the circulation, and warms up the extremities. In 
three cases of menorrhagia we have used the following combination 
with prompt success : 

B • Cinchonia alkaloid gr. xxx. 

Elix. vitriol z ij. 

Fluid ext. ergot zan. 

Aquee einnamoni .* ,^ iij. M. 

' S. One teaspoonful every three hours. 

Diphtheria. — Dr. D. H. Chase, in Medical Brief, says : 
• In the past three years I have treated nearly two hundred cases of 
diphtheria, as follows : 

B Tr. chloride iron 1 ounce. 

Potas. chlorate I drachm. 

Mix. Sig. Give five to twenty drops in a swallow of water every 
four hours, and if throat is badly affected, use a swab of the pure tinc- 
ture of iron and glycerine, once daily for three days. 

For fever : 

B Tr. aconite 10 drops. 

Tr. gelseminum 20 drops. 

Tr. Phytolacca 20 drops. 

Water 4 ounces. 

Mix. Sig. One teaspoonful every hour. 
With this treatment I have not lost a case. 

Treatment of Burns. — If the epidermis has not been removed, 
mild antiphlogistic means should be used, as laudanum and lead 
water. If it has been destroyed, soothing ointments are very comfort- 
ing to the parts, as oxide of zinc ointment ; anything, however, that 
will prevent the contact of the air with the excoriated surface, and 
soothe the exposed nerve filaments, can be used. — Afar, Med. /oum. 

Nothing better than melted lard mixed with an equal quantity of the 
white of an egg, into a bland creamy substance. It is always at hand 
and gives prompt relief to pain. — Ed. ^S*. Med, Record, 

Poisoning by Rhus Toxicodendron. — Dr. J. B. Murfree, in 
Medical Brief^ says : » 

I have noticed several remedies for poisoning by rhus, or the poison 
oak vine. Permit me to call attention to the black wash (U. S. Dis.) 
— calomel and lime water. I have used it for several years past with 
invariable success. I do not believe in specifics, but this remedy ap- 
proaches as nearly being a specific as any I know of. 
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Aconite. — Dr. T. J. Fentress, in Medical Brief, says : 
We find aconite in most all febrile and inflammatory affections truly 
an indispensable agent, particularly so in those cases characterized by 
an imperfect capillary circulation, feeble but frequent pulse, cool ex- 
tremities, without complications, then this remedy has a fine effect 
alone. 

But often complications exist or arise requiring other agents in com- 
bination to meet these indications. Let us take as an example a case 
of fever, with a strong, full and frequent pulse, and a marked tendency 
to the brain as shown by a flushed face, bright eyes and contracted 
pupils. We then give : 

E Tinct. aconite rad 20 drops. 

Tlnct. gelseminum (green root) 60 drops. 

Aqua 4 ounces. 

Mix. Sig. Dose — one teaspoonful every hour is truly specific to this 
condition. 

Take the opposite condition : a fever with a quick, feeble pulse, 
imperfect capillary circulation, extremities cool, face pale, eyes expres- 
sionless, pupils dilated with a marked tendency to coma. We then 
give the following : 

B Tlnct. aconite 20 drops. 

Tinct. belladou 30 drops. 

Aqua 4 ounces. 

Mix. Sig. Dose — one teaspoonful every hour is truly specific to 
this condition. 

In sthenic fever or inflammations, with a full, open, bounding pulse, 
active capillary circulation, give : 

R Tinct. aconite 30 drops. 

Tinct. verat. (Norwood's) 20 drops. 

8pt8. nit. dulc ] drachm. 

Aqua, 4 ounces. 

Mix. Sig. Dose — one teaspoonful every hour will soon quiet the 
storm and place the patient in a favorable condition for subsequent 
treatment. 

And this, in fact, is our leading treatment in all cases of pneumonia 
presenting the indications above referred to, and with a success too, 
that we never achieved under any other form of medication, and deci- 
dedly more pleasant and acceptable to the patient, which is quite an 
important item in the account. 

Oxalate of Cerium in Vomitiug of Pregnancy. — Dr. Image, 
in Practitioner, says : 

In severe cases I give oxalate of cerium every four hours for the first 
day, beginning the first dose half an hour before the patient rises, and 
then, as improvement takes place, diminishing it to three times a day, 
but always giving the first dose of the day before the patient moves 
from the horizontal position — a point to which I attach much impor- 
tance. The formula I employ is : 

B Cerii oxaiatis grs-x. 

Pulv. trag. CO grs.x. 

Tinct. aurantii ; z ss. 

Aquam ad 5J. M. 

S. Shake and give one teaspoonful. 
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Dr. J. C. Boozer, of South Carolina, writes: "I was called to a 
little girl between one and two years old, who is subject to convulsions 
once a month, or, as her friends stated, with every change of the 
moon. Supposing I might relieve the attack by purging the patient, I 
administered calomel ; but it had no perceptible effect. Bromide of 
potassium was also given repeatedly without relieving the case. A 
blister was then applied to the nape of the neck, and relief at once fol- 
lowed; and there has been no return of the convulsions. Can any one 
inform me why these attacks come on with the change of the moon ?" 

S Periodicity is a feature which pertains to many affec^ons, particu- 
y those of a nervous character. Epilepsy and epileptiform convul- 
sions are not unfrequendy marked by periodical returns at longer or 
shorter intervals. If the period should be four weeks, it must neces- 
sarily fall upon some one of the moon's phases, and from time imme- 
morial the moon has been made responsible for many of the ills and 
wants of life. The word Lunatic {Luna, the moon), as applied to 
crazy people, originiated in this moon superstition. The idea has been 
long since exploded, and the word lunatic now applies, both in medi- 
cine and in law, to all forms of mania or mental derangement except 
idiocy. — Ed.] 

Dog-fennel (Anthemis Cotuia.) — Dr. I. T. Suggs, of Texas, writes: 
"During the war an old lady told me that dog-fennel was a certain cure 
for chronic diarrhoea, and that there was no danger of giving too much 
of it. She told me of very bad cases she had cured with it. It was 
not long till I had a case which appeared almost hopeless. I gathered 
the tops and blooms of the weed (the weed was just matured), made a 
strong decoction, gave a teacupful about sundown ; his bowels did not 
trouble him all night. Afterwards gave a tablespoonful three times a 
day. In forty-eight hours his evacuations were perfectly natural — ^he 
was cured. This is a sample of a great many cases. I was living near 
Tupelo, Mississippi, where soldiers were frequently camped from the 
evacuation of Corinth to the close of the war. We then used a great 
many domestic remedies, because we could get no others. I am sat- 
isfied that there might be a valuable extract made from dog-fennel. I 
have been using this remedy in my practice ever since the war ; it is 
good for the diarrhoea of children; it makes a very pleasant syrup." 

Boracic Acid Ointment. — ^This ointment is used in University 
College Hospital, as an application for burns, and is made according 
to a formula of Mr. Godlee, as follows : 

Boracic add in fine powder 1 part. 

White wax 1 part. 

Paraffin 2 parts. 

Almond oil 2 drops. 

Melt the wax, parafHn and oil, with a gentle heat ; then add the 
acid, and continue stirring until it remains of uniform consistence. 
Before using, it should be reduced to a soft mass by rubbing it in a 
cold mortar. 

Trichinae in the Flesh of Geese. — Sixty soldiers of the garrison 
of Thionville lately fell sick of trichinosis, and two of them died. It 
has been ascertained that the disease arose, not from pork, but firom 
the (teh oif geese wl\ich they ha4 eaten^ 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 

Arrangements for the meeting of the American Medical AsHociation, 
in the city of Atlanta on the 6th of May, ■ have taken very decided 
shape since our last issue. 

We learn that reduced rates of transportation will be allowed upon the 
various lines of railroads terminating here, and that every reasonable 
fiicility will be extended to those desiring to attend from the entire 
country, North, South, Ea.st and West. 

In addition, wc are assured that ample and convenient halls will be 
provided for the general meetings of the Body, and for the sessions of 
the various Sections. 

As we go to press the programme in detail has not been definitely an- 
nounced. It is most probable that the regular meetings of the Body 
will be held in the Representative Hall of the Capitol. 

We learn from Dr. Logan, Chairman of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, that he has received the usual notice of a number of valuable 
papers to be presented to the various Sections, and can promise a highly 
Interesting "Programme." 

We are also confident that the social features of the occasion will do 
no discredit to the profession or to the city, so that we feel no hesitancy 
in extending a hearty welcome to all who can attend. 

The ABSOciation of Medical Colleges^ appointed in Atlanta for May 
the 2d, will hold its meetings, we learn, in the Senate Chamber. 

The National Board of ITeafth will also convene in Atlanta on 
May the first. 

MEDICAL COLLEGE ASSOCIATION 

Professor N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, President of the American Medical 
College Association, has appointed its next meeting at Atlanta, Ga., on 
Friday, May 2d, 1879, at 10 o'clock, a. m. Each Medical College in the 
United States is requested to send two delegates, with full power to act 
for their respective schools, one delegate from the Board of Trustees, 
and one ft*om the Faculty. 

" The object of this Association is to adopt, if possible, some uniform 
system of instruction, more in harmony with the requirements of the 
age." All the efforts of previous conventions having failed to decide 
upon any definite plan, the matter is still open. The meetings have 
not, however, been altogether fruitless of results, as they have awakened 
interest and discussion upon the subject. The profession at large and the 
county and State Associations have not yet been sufficiently aroused to the 
importance of the movement. We believe if the Colleges were backed 
ana sustained by the various organized Bodies of the Profession 
throughout the land, that the work of elevating the standard of medi- 
cal education would be promptly and successfully accomplished. Our 
views upon this subject have i>een so freqiiently expressed in this Journal, 
that we need not here reiterate them. We are in favor of progress and 
improvement, and ready to give our heart and hand to any movement 
for a higher, nobler and more dignified standard of medical education. 



Book Notices. — We are forced for the want of space to omit notices 
of a number of intereating books and pamphlets received. They will 
appear in our next. 
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SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

Having promised to keep our readers posted in regard to this new In- 
stitution, we will state that the Building Committee have secured an 
eligible lot in the most desirable and central portion of the city. Ar- 
rangements are already in progress for the erection of a Tar^e, elegant, 
and suitable building, which wiil be completed and equipped with, all 
the modern and improved facilities for the successful and thorough 
teachinir of medicine in all its departments, on or before the first of Oc- 
tober next. Now that the necessary preliminary steps have been taken, 
the Trustees will at an early day nil the several cnairs with teachers 
selected witli reference to their ability and fitness for their respective 
positions. It is designed to fill the leading Professorships with men of 
experience and ability, and the special chairs with youug men of brilliaiit 
and aspiring minds. 

The Institution will take high ground from the beginning, and will be 
ready to co-operate with the foremost in elevating the standard of Medi- 
cal education, and in removing the stigma which nas been brought upon 
the profession by the ** legal manufacturing of imperfectly educated 
medical graduates.'' 

IMPORTANCE OF MEDICAL JOURNALS, 

It is certainly a lamentable fact that a very large proportion of ihose 
engaged in the practice of medicinCi neither take nor read Medical 
Journals. The result is that they make no progress in the professson. de- 
prive themselves of important and essential information, and subject 
their patients to nef'dless sufi^ering, and sometimes to unneceMary death. 
We say unnecessary, because of the ignorance of agents, or methods 
which might have saved life, if the practitioner had known of their ex- 
istence. 

It may be charity to suppose that some do not realize the terrible re- 
sf)onsibility of their negligence, that others are too poor to pa^ for a 
Medical Journal. When we consider the exceeding cheapness of medi- 
cal literature in these days, and the fact that the charge for a single visit 
and prescription would cover the expense of a good Journal for a whole 
year, it is hard to accept this last excuse. Yet we have done all that we 
could to accommodate our Journal to the necessities of our medical 
brethren. Knowing the pressure that has been upon the profession 
since the war, and that a majority of practitioners feel themselves un- 
able to take more than one Journal, we have endeavored to find that 
medium as to size and style that would, as nearly as could be, cover 
the entire field of medical news, at the lowest poss^ible co«)t to the sub- 
scriber. 

It is believed that our Journal more nearly conforms to these condi- 
tions — is more practical in its plan and objects, and better adapted to 
the wants of the busy practitioner than any Journal which has hereto- 
fore existed in the United States. Though not large or extravagant in 
style, its table of contents exhibits a review of the entire field of Medi- 
cal Literature. Its plain, practical and condensed method, by which 
the information given may t>e made available at the bed side, renders it 
particularly acceptable to the busy practitioner ; while its low price of 
subscription accords well with tlie stringency of the times. 

The Southern Medical Record was established in 1670. That it 
has become the favorite of the busy practitioner, we have hundreds of 
testimonials to show, in the correspondence of the ofiice. And we feel as- 
sured that if we could personally visit and present these facts to medioal 
men, that thousands of them would take our Journal, who are now in- 
different on the subject. It would seem indeed that no argument would 
be required to convince any physician that duty to his own conscience, 
not less than those who trust their lives in his hands, requires him to 
keep posted in the progress of his profession, and this he cannot do, 
without taking at least one medical Journal. 

We earnestly hope that every one who reads these lines will appre- 
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ciate the truth of the above remarks, and at once subscribe for our 
Journal; not only so, but that he will induce others to subscribe, and aid 
us by his pen and influence in our work of developing the medical 
literature, and advancing the progress of medical science in our section. 

R. C. W. 



STATE MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

Grorgia Medical Association, at Rome Ga., April 16th, meets about 
the time we go to press, and we cannot therefore, note its proceedings in 
the present issue. 

The Kentucky State Medical Society meets at Danville, May 13th, 
1879. 

Colorado Medical Society, at Colorado Springs, Tuesday, May 13, 1879. 
Dr. A Stedman, Denver, President; Dr. C. C. Lathrop, Denver, Perma- 
nent Secretary. 

State Medical Society of Arkansas, in Little Rock, Wednesday, May 
7, 1879. Dr. A. A. Horner, Helena, President ; Dr. R. G. Jennings, Lit- 
tie Rock Secretarv 

Ohio StiUe Medical Society, in Dayton, June 3, 1879. Dr. B. B. 
Leonard, West Liberty, President ; Dr. J. F. Baldwin, Columbus, Secre- 
tary. 

Medical Society of the State of North Carolina, in Greensborough, 
Tuesday, May 20, 1879. Dr. Charles Dujffy, Jr., Newbern, President ; 
Dr. L. J Picot, Littlejohn, Secretary. 

Medical Society of the State of VC^est Virginia, in Martinsburg, June 
4, 1879. Dr. Wesley H. Sharp, Volcano, President; Dr. M. F. Hullihen, 
Wheeling, Secretary. 



LOCALS, 

The Bedford Iron and Allum Springs.— The efficiency of these 
waters, and the mass prepared from them, is now generally conceded. 
Those desiring to see a reliable account of the properties of these remark- 
able waters from a responsible and intelligent source, should read the ar- 
ticle in present copy of our Journal, by Prof. J. J. Moorman, which we 
copy from a Maryland Journal. Being satisfied from certain cases in our 
own practice, ana from the testimony of others, that the iron and alum 
mass is a very valuable therajieutic agent, we trust that our readers will 
test it in practice, and report results to this Journal. See advertisement 
on this subject in present numl^er. 

The Buffalo Lithia Waters.— It is common with a certain class of 
medical men to claim that the vegetable kingdom cotains a specific for 
all the ills that flesh is heir to; yet in a certain class of affections, as for 
instance the diseases peculiar to women, it is believed that no vegetable 
production has been found to equal the above waters. They meet also 
other important indications. See advertisement on first colored page of 
this Journal. 



OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT 

A word to our subscribers on this subject. It is believed that The 
Begord is the best advertising medium of the kind in the Southern 
States. We desire to keep it so, and need the help of our readers in this 
matter. Let them bear in mind that it is important to know where re- 
liable and pure medicines may be obtained, and they can order them 
from these advertisers, or ask their home druggist and merchants to 
order for them. We request and urge our readers b:)th for their owq in- 
terests, and for the good of their patients, to order from our advertisers, 
whom we believe to be reliable. 
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The Association [of Medical Editors will meet in Atlanta, on Monday 
evening, May 5th, preceding the assembling of the American Medical 
Association, ^e anticipate much pleasure in meeting with, and form- 
ing the acquaintance of our brethren of the quill. 
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SFEQIA.L IN^QTIQES. 

We claim that a no less important discovery than that of PhoBphoms by Brandt 
in l(Ki9, is its preparation by William R Warner & Co., in PlUular lorm in its elemen- 
tary state by the process we alone employ. 

Whll^ phosphorus had long been r<>garded bs a valuable remedy, the methods em- 
ployed for its admini8ti*ation were so disgusting to the patient as to render its general 
use almost impossible. 

The Pills prepared by us are harmless in their administration, yet most potent In 
their effect, the elements being thoroughly difiPiiscd and subdivided and protected 
from oxidation. 

We present the practitioner a variety of twenty-four combinations, thus Enabling 
him to use this valuable remedy in every variety of disease to which it is applicable. 

WM. R. WARNER A CO. 

Geo. J. Howard A Bros.. Drnff EstAbliHtanietit In Atlanla.— Physicians 
visiting the city, desiring to look at or purchase medicines, should not fall to call at 
the Wholesale Hou.se of Geo. J. Hor«'ard A Bros., 293, Alabama street. The Senior 
and managing partner has l^een long identified with the Drug trade of this city< 
They have recently purchased an enurely new stock, in the most fiavorable state of 
the Drug market. They have a fine assortment of burgical and Obstetrical Instru- 
ments. Pocket Coses, etc. 

ConTcnleiice of Empty CapsnlcH.— Many drugs, among which we may note 
roota, gumSjemelicSf capsicum, etc.f which— either from the more immediate enect to 
be produced, or from special action to be desired— the physician proposes to admin- 
ister in the crude or ooit'd^-rti state, in preference to any form of preparation, are 
practically dcbarrecf from use in certain cases on account of their physical proper- 
ties (appearance, odor, taste,) and the difficulty experienced in swallowing them. 

To be able to easily disguise th&se features of a remedy at the bedside of a patient, 
at a time and place when he cannot employ the a.<ssi8tance of a pharmacist, is a 
great desideratum to the practitioner. 

Our Capsules will fUUy supply this want ; a few trials will demonstrate all their 
advantages. PARKE, DAVIS & CX>., Detroit. 

Wine and €ak<» for Eveninprn.— Alfred Speer, of INew Jersey, it should be 
known is one of the most extensive producers and detilers in Pure Wines and 
Brandies in the United States. He ma^es a Superior Port Wine, which took the 
highest Premium at the Centennial, known as Spcer's Port Grape Wine, it is sold by 
Druggists. 

Atlanta Hotel".— The Kimball House in Atlanta, is said to be the largest and 
best equipped Hotel in the Southern States* 

Honne and I<ot In Atlanta for Sale.— A good lot, and in a locality where 
there are not too many Doctors. A two story house containing eleven rooms, and 
the usual outbuildings. Price $^3,500, half cash balance on long time, with interest. 
A liberal discount for an all cash payment. It is a good time now to buy. Atlanta 
property ,as is conceded by all, is at its lowest flgure^and will steadily advance in 
the future. For particulars enquire of Dr. R. C. WORD, Atlanta, Q«. 
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ON THE TREATMENT OF SCARLATINA. 



BY T. R. GREENLEY, M.D., OF KENTUCKY. 



It is a question whether scarlatina is a filth disease, or whether it may 
depend upon contagion for its epidemic character : for it must be ad- 
mitted to be an epidemic disease, as it is common to most all countries. 
Most writers regard it as a contagious malady, and say that it depends 
upon contagion for its prevalence. 

Formerly there was a distinction made between contagion and infec- 
tion ; but now the two terms are generally used synonymously. The 
word contagion is derived from the Latin contagio, to touch, and signi- 
fies the communication of a disease by contact. Infection, is derived 
from the Latin word inficio, and means the spreading of disease by ex- 
halation from the lungs, or surface of the patient affected. These defi- 
nitions and distinctions were made before the use of the microscope, 
and before it was known that infinitesimal particles of matter could float 
in the atmosphere. Confining our definitions to these Latin terms, we 
are still compelled to make some distinctions. There are certain dis- 
eases which depend on contact, or touch for communicabihty, as 
syphihs, psora, etc. , but when we consider that particles of matter 
can escape from diseased bodies and penetrate the air, we are as much 
in contact with the disease, (the above named excepted) as though we 
had touched the patient : the only difference being we touch the pro- 
13 
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duct of the body instead of the body itself. In the venereal and some 
of the skin diseases it would seem that no particles of matter of a con- 
tagious or infectious nature escape so as to contaminate the air ; hence 
it is essential that touch or contact should be practiced in order that 
the disease may be communicated. 

Epidemic diseases may be contagious or not, but those that are con- 
tagious, are always due to contagion, and do not spread from any other 
cause ; and if w€ find cases existing where there had been no possible 
chance of their being produced by exposure to the disease in others, 
we are bound to throw out of consideration the element of contagion 
as a cause. 

Now I have attended many cases of scarlatina where the disease 
could not possibly be traced to contagion or infection. It is a very 
prevalent popular belief that scarlet fever is contagious, and conse- 
quently when the disease appears in a neighborhood, parents generally 
keep their children closely at home, and guard them against communi- 
cating with neighbors where the disease is prevailing ; but as a general 
thing such precautions prove useless, as I have never known them to 
prevent the spreading of the disease. Then if we dismiss contagion as 
a cause of scarlet fever (which we must do if we know it to prevail in- 
dependent of it, and as no disease can have two separate and distinct 
causes for its development,) we must consider it a filth disease and pre- 
vails from atmospheric influence. It is notable that dieases of this 
class, as erysipelas, diphtheria, etc., are of an asthenic character, and 
will not bear depletive or depressing treatment. You had almost as 
well cut a patient's throat, affected with either of these diseases, as to 
bleed him freely. Hence we should use supporting treatment, and 
not over medicate the patient. 

A few years since there arose a controversy between some of the 
prominent members of the profession in Louisville, and the homeo- 
pathic physicians in regard to the success of the treatment of scarlatina. 
The homeopaths claimed that their plan of treatment was much more 
successful than ours. Whether they had a right to claim any such re- 
sults I cannot say, but believe if their pretensions were b ised on facts, 
it depended more on withholding treatment, or medication, than on 
the virtue of their remedies. In other words, I concluded, perhaps 
7ve gave too much medicine. 

In 1854-55 I practiced through an epidemic of scarlatina, and saw one 
hundred and twenty cases. I used very simple means in the treatment, 
mosdy directing my attention to the kidneys and throat. The medi- 
cine consisted simply of spirits of turpentine, and sweet spirits of nitre, 
and stimulating and alterative applications to the throat when neces- 
sary. I had but few cases wherein sequila troubles supervened, such 
as dropsy, abscess, etc. Of all this number of cases none died. It 
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may be said the disease was of a mild type, which was the case in per- 
Jiaps twenty -five per cent., but a large number of them were very 
severe, requiring sometime to reduce the tumefactom about the throat 
•so as to enable them to swallow the medicine. During the same peri- 
od, in the hands of my neighbor physicians, twenty-one cases died. 
This result would indicate the advantage of my simple plan over the 
-old mode of practice. I do not claim that this treatment would cure 
€very case of scarlet fever, but I do think it is as successful as any I 
have yet heard of. The turpentine serves a double purpose ; it not 
-only acts as a diuretic, but also as an alterative application to the throat 
in swallowing. In cases of severe inflammation of the throat where 
there was a tendency to sloughing, I used very powerful applications, 
such as tincture of cayenne, iodine, etc., with volatile liniment exter 
nally. 

In adopting the diuretic plan of medication I conceived the disease 
to depend on a blood dyscrasia, and as the skin was crippled and 
therefore could not perform its function, the kidneys could be safely 
taxed by way of compensation, in order to eliminate the blood poison 
from the system. 



VOMITING OF PREGNANCY— TREATMENT WiTH 

WINE OF IPECAC, 



BY D. B. NESBIT, M D., OF GEORGIA. 



John C , (colored) called at my office on the 24th of March, 1879, 

to consult me on his wife's condition. He stated that she was sick and 
had been vomiting day and night for several days ; would vomit all 
nourishment taken; stated that she did not know whether she was 
pregnant or not, but she did not come sick on ** last moon." Knowing 
that she suffered considerably with vomiting of pregnancy, as I had 
treated her on a former occasion, I gave him several powders of oxalate 
cerium containing two grains each, with directions to give one every 
two hours until relieved, telling him to let me hear from her if she did 
not improve. 

The following day I received a message ftom him requesting me to 
■come to see his wife, as she was no better. On visiting her I found 
she was pregnant with second child, first month of gestation. She was 
considerably emaciated, pulse small and thready, 115 per minute; 
tongue dry and furred, and great tenderness on pressing over epigas- 
tric region. She stated she had been vomiting night and day for a 
week and would throw up everything she would eat ; bowels consti 
pated. 
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Having used minute doses of ipecacuanha in vomiting of drunkards? 
with success, I determined to try it in her case, and so ordered : 

Wine of ipecacuanha gtts. xvj. 

Aqua Ion tis ^ij. M. 

with direction to give one teaspoonful every hour, day and nighty, 
until vomiting ceased, telling her if she did not improve during the^ 
day to let me know. 

Not having heard from her that day or the following, I concluded she 
was better and did not call again. 

Several days after my visit I saw her husband, and he stated his 
wife was perfectly well, with exception of being quite weak ; stated she 
was completely cured of vomiting before taking half of the medicine, 
and was free from pain about stomach. I have seen patient during- 
the last few days. She stated she has had no return of the vomiting 
since my visit, and is now perfectly well. I have since used the, pre- 
paration in nausea of pregnancy without vomiting, in which case it acted 
like magic. 

While I do not claim originality in the use of ipecacuanha in vomit- 
ing of pregnancy, as Ringer recommends it, yet I trust some of my 
professional brethren will give it a thorough trial, and if they meet with 
the same success that I have, they will always give homeopathic doses> 
of wine of ipecacuanha in this troublesome and sometimes obstinate 
affection. 

WHISKEY HYPODERMICALL V IN COLLAPSE FROM 

LOSS OF BLOOD. 



BY. W. N. AMES, M.D., OF MISS. 



Mrs. H aborted at the third month, and sent for me to take 

away the placenta. On arrival I found her almost exsanguined from 
loss of blood, with the placenta adherent. I made a vigorous effort ta 
take away the placenta by introducing my right hand into the vagina 
and making supra-pubic pressure with my left, in order to steady the 
uterus and press it lower into the pelvis. My index finger touched the 
placenta, but could not introduce it far enough to tear it loose. My 
patient was almost pulseless ; respiration sighing, and her pupils enor- 
mously dilated. Surface of her body suffused with cold perspiration. 
As soon as I had discovered that there must necessarily be some delay 
in removing the placenta, I used the tampon and gave the patient 
whiskey toddy, which she vomited instantly. I then injected under 
the skin whiskey and water, in which was dissolved some ergotine. 
During the treatment of about four hours, twenty grains of ergotine 
were used. The injections of whiskey were repeated as often as pos- 
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•sible until six syringefuls were used. Care was taken in the mean- 
time to lower the head of the bed, by propping the foot. She fainted 
several times, even while her head was lower than her body. 

The loss of blood was enormous. The hypodermic injections of 

whiskey were repeated perhaps twenty times before the pulse could be 

detected at the wrist, and after a lapse of four hours. Her stomach 

was irritable as from profound shock from severe injury. 

« The above treatment was suggested from reading a paper in the 

^Transactions of the Mississippi State Medical Association, by the late 
Dr. Whitehead, of Vicksburg, on the use of verat. viride hypodermi- 
cally in the treatment of puerperal convulsions. Dr. Whitehead con- 
trolled the convulsions by the veratrum, and produced complete pros- 
tration, and in order to antidote the remedy, he successfully injected 
whiskey. The injections were made in the forearm with only one 
abscess resulting. 

In twenty-four hours the tampon was removed, with which the pla- 
centa came away. The woman made a slow recovery. The whiskey 
.had no other effect than to relieve the collapse^, and that very slowly. 



CHLOROFORM IN CONVULSIONS OF INFANTS AND 

CHILDREN 



BY J. D. BLAKE, M.D. 



Certain it is, that we are called upon to treat few diseases that are 
more formidable or more fatal than convulsions of infants and chil- 
dren. The great number of deaths from convulsions, especially of 
.infants, which we constantly find in all our mortality returns, I think 
will bear witness to the above statement for correctness. Not desir- 
ing, however, to enter to any great extent upon the question of the 
nature of the different types or forms of convulsions of early life, I 
shall content myself at this time with referring to the general opinion 
of pathologists of the present day, that by far the greatest proportion 
of infantile convulsions are sympathetic or functional merely. *'The 
grand reason (says Dr. West) of their frequency is, no doubt, to be 
found in the preponderance or predominance of the spinal over the 
cerebral system in early life. Thus it is, that in a large majority of 
cases of convulsions we find the cause due to some morbific agent act- 
ing upon some distant excitant surface or part, as the teeth, stomach, 
bowels, etc., there being, as a rule, no organic lesions found after 
-death." Consequently in infantile convulsions, particularly when of 
-a sympathetic, reflex or eccentric type, after removing all traceable 
exciting source of irritation, and administering as far as possible any 
-excess of vascular action in the nervous centres, physicians have gener- 
ally proceeded to combat the disease, if it still persisted, with medicinal 
agents, that tended to reduce the super-irritability of the excito-motory 
system, or otherwise to restqre it to a proper and healthy standard of 
action. 
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To fulfill this indication, preparations of different kinds have beei» 
used, such as chloral, bromide of potassium, the different preparations- 
of opium, hyoscyamus, and other antispasmodics too numerous ta 
mention. And yet notwithstanding these and the long list of other 
preparations used and recommended by physicians, we are constantly 
called to cases of infantile convulsions over which these remedies seem 
to exert but little, if any, control; iadeed, in a large number of cases, 
we find it impossible to administer any medicine whatever, from the 
continued muscular jerking and spasm of the jaws. In such cases it is- 
customary to look to the skin, bowels, head, etc.: thus we use enemata, 
warm baths, cold to the head if indicated, and sometimes when not. 
This is all that is left us to do, and this, in many instances, rather to 
relieve the great anxiety of parents and relatives, than the condition of 
the patient. There is no doubt that there is a goodly number of cases 
relieved or moderated by such remedies as above spoken of But 
these are not the cases of which I wish to speak at this time. It is of 
those cases which we find do not yield to such remedies; in other 
words, the chronic or subacute form of convulsions,, which, on account 
of their duration, exhaust the little patient to such an extent as to pre- 
vent its recovery, even if it should outlive the convulsions. 

In order that I may more fully explain myself, I shall relate a few 
cases, selected from fourteen, in which I have taken special note, and 
in which I have used chloroform with so much benefit to my little pa- 
tients and satisfaction to myself. 

Case i. — March 13th, 1877, I was called about three p.m., to see 
a little son of Mr. K., eight months old. When I arrived at the 
home of my patient I found him in violent convulsions, affecting, at 
that time, both sides, at other times only one side. Upon inquiring, 
I was informed by the mother that Dr. I., their family physician, had 
been called early in the day, and had prescribed for the patient, gave 
it an enema and a warm bath, after which he left, saying that the con- 
vulsions would soon cease. The Doctor was giving one-twelfth grain 
of calomel, with one grain of sugar, every half hour. In addition to 
this, he ordered potassium bromide and chloral, with tincture of hos- 
cyamus and syrup, to be given in half teaspoonful doses every hour, if 
the clenched teeth or convulsions did not prevent, which they did, 
consequently none of the medicine could be given. Finding the con- 
vulsions did not cease, the mother gave it a mustard bath, applied 
mustard to the spine, feet, hands, legs, etc. Notwithstanding all this 
the convulsions continued, more violent at times than at others. The 
patient at this time was bathed in perspiration; pulse so rapid that to count 
it was impossible; pupils dilated. Knowing that he was becoming rapidly 
exhausted, I immediately ordered half an once of Squibb's chloroform, 
which I allowed him to inhale from my handkerchief until he was per- 
fectly relaxed and the convulsive movement had entirely ceased, which 
I do not think took more than two minutes from the time I commenced 
the inhalation. The pulse now became more regular and full, the 
breathing was calm and easy, and the child passed into a sweet sleep, 
from which it did not awake for thirty-six minutes, at which time I 
noticed a slight twitching of the muscles of the face and eye. I again 
applied the handkerchief, only allowing him to take an occasional whiff, 
when he again fell into a quiet sleep, and remained so for three-quar- 
ters of an hour. In the meantime Dr. I. arrived, and seemed some- 
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what surprised to find that his prescriptions had failed to relieve the 
child, but expressed satisfaction with the result of chloroform in the 
case. He said he never had used it in such cases, but thought he 
would in future when such cases presented themselves. I then re- 
signed the patient to Dr. I. , who told me next morning that he had no 
further trouble. The patient, he said, awoke much refreshed, took a 
little nourishment and went off to sleep again, from which he did not 
awake for two hours. He made a rapid recovery. 

Case 2. — On the night of June 17th, 1878, I was summoned in 
great haste to see a fourteen months old daughter of Mr. L. B., who I 
was informed upon arriving, had been in convulsions since early in the 
afternoon ; their family physician, who was a homeopath, had used all 
of his remedies without benefit ; in addition the child had been put in 
a warm mustard bath, an enema had been given, the bowels had moved 
freely, it had vomited after an emetic had been given, and yet the con- 
vulsions continued, and at times very violent ; so much so that the 
physician gave the case up as hopeless, saying it could not recover. 
I used chloroform here as in the other case, with almost equal success. 
The child having been placed thoroughly under the influence of the 
anaesthetic, I found the pupils, which were widely dilated, had con- 
tracted down almost to the normal condition ; the pulse, which was 
thread-like and so quick that I could not count it, became full and 
much slower ; the respiration became slower and more natural. In 
this case, however, I had to renew the inhalations three times, as the 
convulsive movements would return as the effect passed away. On 
the third application of the inhaler, however, the child remained 
asleep for more than an hour, when it awoke, with no return of the 
convulsions, took a little water, went off to sleep again, arousing two 
and a half hours later. With the exception of being restless and a lit- 
tle fretful, she made a rapid recovery. Now, there are many other 
case> that I might relate, but this I think will suffice to prove the effi- 
cacy of chloroform in such cases ; iand especially so, as all the usual 
remedies had been used without success. 

There is another class of cases in which I think chlorofom serves 
both to control the convulsive movements and aid materially in making 
our diagnosis. The following case will illustrate my meaning : I was 
called January 2d, about i o'clock, a.m., to see a nine-year-old son of 
Mr. L., who was taken with convulsions about midnight. The cause 
was unknown, as he had never had convulsions before. I ordered an 
enema, also a warm bath, in addition to one he had received before my 
arrival. The bowels moved freely ; the convulsions continued without 
the slightest abatement ; I could get nothing into his mouth. I order- 
ed chloroform, which I used as before, always keeping up the inhala- 
tion until the convulsive movements ceased entirely. When this took 
place, however, in this patient, I had the satisfaction of seeing him be- 
come excessively nauseated, followed by copious vomiting. Upon ex- 
amination of the matter vomited, I found it to contain large quantities 
of peanuts^ pieces of candy, and undigested food, which the boy had 
obtained the evening before by visiting his grand parents without the 
knowledge of his parents. After the stomach was evacuated the boy 
had no more convulsions, but was able to get up and play around the 
next morning. Now, had I known the cause of the convulsions, or 
the contents of the stomach, I know of no means by which I could 
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have administered an emetic which would have acted so promptly, so 
easily and so satisfactorily as did the chloroform. 

It is a well known fact that chloroform possesses the property of 
diminishing the power of the nerves in receiving and communicating, 
and of the brain in perceiving, sensation, whether arising from internal 
or external causes ; it further arrests the reflex action of the spinal 
chord. This being its action, we do not think the day far distant when 
chloroform will be universally recognized as the remedy par excellence 
in convulsions of infants and children. — Med. and Surg, Reporter, 



CASE OF CEPHALIC VERSION BY EXTERNAL MA- 
NIPULATION 



Dr. Chesney, in Obstetric Gazette, says : 

On the first of February, past, I was requested by Mr. M. to '' be 
at home " about the middle of March, as his wife expected to be con- 
fined about that time. I had been the physician of the family for 
the past fi\^ years, and during that time his wife had had two confine- 
ments; but the family had been careful to employ only physicians of 
large experience and eminent ability, as they thought, on these occa- 
sions, the lady having on previous occasions suffered from alarming 
post partum hemorrhage. 

My friend, on the day before mentioned, told me that Dr. C, of 
this city, a gendeman of leading ability in the profession, had attended 
his wife at her last confinement, and that he had given her something 
to prevent the flooding ; and that he would bring the bottle and let me 
see what the good Dr. so sagaciously bethought him to use, so that I 
might fortify myself with the elixir vitae when he came for me. I 
promised my good friend that I would be * * on hand " at the required 
moment, but modestly suggested to him that I was not in the habit of 
consulting the labels on bottles dispensed by other physicians for in- 
formation as to the remedies I used ; and, moreover, I considered my- 
self the equal in all respects, and more particularly so in obstetrics, to 
the worthy gentleman heretofore employed ; and that while I could 
make no promises as to the result, I would do the best I could for them. 
He said she had never had any trouble save from hemorrhage. I 
knew her to have that diathesis strongly marked, as I had been once 
called to her in the middle of the night to arrest hemorrhage occasion- 
ed by the extraction of a tooth, and had attended her oldest little boy 
also for a most dangerous epistaxis ; indeed the whole family are the 
victims of this dangerous constitutional tendency. But now to my 
story : 

I was called at the expected time, and as it was some miles in the 
country, I carried with me all I supposed the case would require. 
She had had pain for some hours, but examination showed that no pro- 
gress had been made. The os uteri was patulous enough to readily 
admit the finger, but above it there was nothing in reach. This dis- 
covery was significant. By external inquiry I found the child's head 
lying on the left iliac fossa and the breech to the right. I prognosti- 
cated a mean malposition, and trouble, when labor did occur. The 
pains ceased, and, from the condition of the cervix and os, I concluded 
labor might, perhaps, be delayed some days ; and after a stay of some 
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hours I returned home enjoining upon the family the necessity of com- 
municating the fact to me immediately upon the return of the pains. 
I was recalled at nightfall. 

The case had progressed seemingly very little, although she had had 
slight pains most all day. The os was, however, very soft and yielding, 
and I could feel, lying above it, and very movable, what I took to be 
the left hand. External examination of the venter of the mother 
showed the position of the child to be the same as in the morning. I 
began now to wish that I had in this instance, also, been displaced by 
one of my more illustrious medical brethern, who had so successfully 
officiated on former occasions ; but being /W, I made up my mind to 
get out manfully. I had ample time and could have called a consul- 
tation. But honest contemplation didn't reveal to me where another 
physician could profit either me or the patient, and I, therefore, cour- 
ageously determined to meet the emergency on my own responsibility. 
I kept all to myself, but at the same time the family and friends were 
nervous and inquisitive, and, indeed, gave me much more trouble than 
did the apprehensions in regard to the conditions of the patient. The 
lady was, however, a person of good sense and courage, which made 
some amends. 

The teachings as to what ought to be done, were plain. * *Turn and 
deliver," — a thing much easier and safer said than done in any case. I 
have a horror of a hand in a womb, and make that the dernier resort 
in all cases. Dr. Robert Lee well says : * * I consider it impossible in 
any case to turn without more or less injury to the mother ;" and this 
has always been a maxim with me. I therefore determined to correct 
the abnormal positions by external manipulations, and succeeded in 
doing so in this way : 

With my right hand I firmly grasped the head and forcibly pushed 
it into the uterine cervix, while with the left I moved the breech and 
lower extremities toward the fundus — a maneuver prosecuted without 
the least trouble. I now directed an assistant to relieve my left hand, 
holding the breech firmly in place. I then used my left hand to hold 
the head in the cervix, when with the right, I made a vaginal inquiry 
and found the head presenting at the os, while the tip of one hand 
could be felt below it. Remembering the great tendency in such cases 
to resume their former positions-to prevent this and secure the advantage 
already gained — I ruptured the membranes, gave ergot freely, and, in 
the course of an half hour or so, she had pains and contractions of suf- 
ficient force to make the position safe. She had no pain during my 
manipulations. When pain occurred the hand retreated, and the head 
was forced well into the superior strait. As soon as the ergotism ceas- 
ed the pain ceased ; and, as the labor was all yet to accomplish, I 
retired, determining to await the onset of labor. 

In two hours I was called, the labor having come on in earnest, and 
in another hour the labor was completed by the birth of a fine, healthy 
child. The hemorrhage occurred as usual; and after five hours of as 
exhausting work as often falls to the lot of the physician, I left her free 
from danger. 

In an early paragraph of this paper I said that no class of cases is 
nature and the obstetrician more likely to be nonplussed than in these. 
Nature is, however, sometimes competent to effect the delivery, and 
does so in those cases, denominated by writers * * spontaneous podalic 
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version." This case only happens when the child is relatively very 
small, and is a very rare occurrence indeed. In practice it hardly 
need be dreamed of as a means likely to extricate the doctor and pa- 
tient from a position of extreme embarrassment hnd danger.^ The 
doctor needs all his resources and the patient all the courage she can 
muster ; and even under the best management these cases must always 
be a source of trial and trouble. 



INTERESTING CASE OF VOMITING. 



A CLINICAL LECTURE FROM PROF. DA COSTA. 



I want to say a few words to you regarding vomiting as a symptom 
in gastric disease. 

^t. of patient twenty-five. Family history not good. Sister and 
father both died of phthisis. She herself was always healthy. Began 
to menstruate at age of seventeen and stopped menstruating at twenty. 
Since then the menses have been very irregular. She married at the 
age of eighteen and was a widow at twenty-one. You will therefore 
notice that the irregularity of menstruation has existed not only during 
marriage, but also before and since. 

She comes into the hospital for the treatment of what is apparently a 
very serious difficulty, viz : she has been vomiting constantly for nearly 
a year. She has been in the hospital for only a week. She has been 
vomiting incessantly ; has never retained more than one meal during 
the course of the day for the past year. The vomiting always begins 
the instant after her meal is over. She does not have much vomiting 
or nausea between her meals. 

A year ago she was stout and healthy, but the vomiting has rendered 
her thin and pale. Though not so this morning, it is fair to state that 
she has picked up wonderfully within the last few days, and you will, 
no doubt, want to know what has been done. 

In the first place, I had the vomited matter examined, with but neg- 
ative results. There were no sarcinae, nothing but mucus mixed with 
the contents of the stomach. Occasionally the patient has been dis- 
turbed by vomiting mucus in her sleep. 

Together with the vomiting you notice that she has a slight, irrita- 
tive cough. This cough has troubled her ever since the vomiting 
began. Joined with the cough there is no expectoration. 

Before going any farther, however, I will examine the gastric and in- 
testinal organs. Her tongue is slightly coated and flabby, and there is 
some tenderness in the epigastric region and along the spine, parti- 
cularly at about the middle point of the spine. There is, however, no 
appearance of a tumor. The soreness in the epigastrium is general, and 
is not localized in particular spots. The bowels are constipated ; the 
respiratory sounds are normal. There is no albumen or abnormal in- 
gredients in the urine. There is no fever, and the temperature is nor- 
mal. The urine is acid and of the usual color, with a specific gravity 
of 1025. 

What has been the cause of the vomiting? What remedy is it which 
has stopped the vomiting in three days ? 

When I first saw the woman in the wards and heard of the incessant 
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vomiting, I first thought it was a case of irritable stomach in a young 
woman, connected with gastric ulcer. The epigastric soreness, the 
age of the patient, the appearance of the tongue, the disordered men- 
struation, the sore point in the spine, all tended in that direction. 

I soon gave up the idea, however. Gastric ulcer gives rise to local 
soreness ; here the soreness was general. Gastric ulcer is attended by 
hemorrhage and pain upon taking food, which was not the case here. 
The two most prominent symptoms of ulceration were absent. I re- 
jected the idea. 

Then there came up a point of experience in my mind — one case 
similar had happened not long since in my own practice, several I had 
seen in consultation. In one case the vomiting had reduced the patient 
almost to the verge of the grave ; nothing stayed on her stomach. In 
her case, the irritation was reflected upon the stomach from a uterine 
malady — a, slight flexion. It was not very different from the sympa- 
thetic vomiting of pregnancy. Moreover, there was in that case a 
certain amount of gastric disease — a catarrhal affection of the stomach 
came on as a complication of the nervous affection. In the light of 
that experience I began to suspect the same condition here. As a 
result of examination we found retroflexion of the uterus. The whole 
case was cleared up at once. It was reflex vomiting with a certain 
amount of gastric catarrh, lasting for a year, although the woman had 
taken the greatest care with her diet, etc. 

When she was first admitted she was put upon lime-water and milk, 
but there was no effect produced upon the vomiting. How did we 
check it ? It was not by diet alone. 

Again experieiice came to my assistance, and I determined to try 
the application of ice to the spine as a systematic treatment, every few 
hours. The ice was applied and left on until it chilled the patient and 
made her skin cold. The application was often repeated — as often as 
she could bear it. Its effects were admirable. No other treatment was 
necessary. The vomiting stopped almost at once. 

You will not always be so successful with this remedy alone. Is 
there nothing which we can combine with the ice ? Must we depend 
upon it alone ? By no means. Bromide of sodium in doses of ten or 
fifteen grains thrice daily is very effectual. It lessens the reflex irrita- 
tion, and is not rejected by the stomach. An occasional purge by an 
enema, or some bitter-water, is often desirable. Subsequently, it the 
case lingers, use blisters to the spine. Do all this irrespective of the 
local uterine treatment, for the reduction of the uterine displacement 
will not always stop the vomiting at once — the cause is removed, but 
not the habit. 

To-day 1 shall introduce a pessary. Already the girl's diet has been 
increased, and she is beginning to retain solid food. 

What else can we use in such cases to soothe the stomach ? Pepsin 
is very valuable as soon as the vomiting has been stopped. The dose 
of saccharated pepsin is five grains thrice daily. The diet all this while 
should be gradually increased ; only small quantities of food being given, 
but these frequently. 

This condition is very similar to hysterical vomiting. There is no 
manifestation of hysteria here. The two states are parallel, but not 
identical. In an hysterical case, the results of treatment would not be 
so good. — JV. V. Med, Reporter. 
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AN IMPROVEMENT IN THE TREATMENT OF 

EPIDID YMITIS, 



In a paper contributed to the Allgemeine Wiener Med. Zeitung, 
Prof. Zeissl, of Vienna, gives an account of the results of the trials he 
lias made of the treatment of this affection pursued by Mr. Horand, of 
Lyons. 

As to the statistics of the affection, he observes that of 2055 men suf- 
fering from gonorrhoea who have come under his care at the hospital 
■during the last eight years, 696 have been attacked by epididymitis, 
368 suffering from it on the right side, 302 on the left side, and 26 on 
both sides. The mode of treating the affection during the last ten years 
has been the antiphlogistic, consisting in the application of leeches and 
■cold compress along the course of the cord to the perineum, and the 
employment of purgatives. Not only has the diet been more or less" 
limited, but the patients have been confined to bed. The scrotum, ex- 
hibiting more or less erysipelatous redness with tumefaction, has 
been kept up constantly by means of a cushion, or raised upon the 
thighs by a cloth of a hand's breadth passed under it. It is also kept 
surrounded by a wet compress, over which is laid a small light bladder 
of ice. In many cases these means suffice in three or four weeks to 
relieve the tumefaction of the vas deferens of the epididymis, and the 
inflammatory conditions of the skin, of the scrotum and the subscrotal 
tissue, and to allow of the restriction on diet being removed. Only 
in exceptional cases, and when the epididymitis has assumed the 
chronic form, may practitioners apply the unguentum hydrargyri cine- 
reum in moderate quantities to the affected side of the scrotum, con- 
tinuing the local employment of cold. Formerly many had great 
dread of the application of cold, under the idea that revulsion of the 
diseased process to the lungs might be induced, erroneously supposing 
that some fatal cases of haemoptysis which have occurred were due to 
this application of cold. When the pain has been excessive, Professor 
Zeissl has applied belladonna ointment (five parts of the extract of bel- 
ladonna to fifty of simple ointment) spread upon linen or leather ; or 
has had a portion the size of a nut rubbed into the diseased side of 
the scrotum, continuing the cold applications, and securing sufficient 
action of the bowels. 

Although by following this method a very great number of cures of 
Ais affection were obtained, yet, owing to several inconveniences it 
.gave rise to, other means of treatment were sought for. One of the 
earliest of this was that of Frick, which consisted in submitting the 
testis to a regulated compression by means of strips of sticking plaster. 
This, however, could only be applied after the excessive sensitiveness 
of the parts had subsided. Even then it required the greatest care, 
and Prof. Zeissl has repeatedly known gangrene of the integument of 
.the scrotum follow its employment. Also, in other cases in which the 
-compression has been too hastily applied, he has known wasting of the 
testis to follow. Simplification of the treatment of gonorrhceal epidi- 
dymitis therefore continued a desideratum ; and that the more so be- 
-cause the painful nature of the affection kept the patient entirely away 
from his employment, while the nature of the affection becoming known 
-often operated mischievously against his interests. It therefore became 
very desirable to find some means which might at least partly relieve 
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the pain and enable the patient to resume his employment. This seems 
to be the merit of Langlebert's method as described by Horand, sur- 
geon to the Antiquaille at Lyons, in a work bearing the title ** Du 
Traitement de la Tumeur Blenorrhagique des Bourses par le Pansement 
Ouato-caoutchoute de Langlebert." In this accounts are given of 200 
cases successfully treated ; and the present paper furnishes the results 
of Prof. Zeissl's trials with the apparatus in question. This consists of 
three parts — a layer of wadding of a sufficient degree of thickness, a 
square piece of caoutchouc cloth, and a suspensory. This last, trian- 
gular in shape, and slightly concave, has a hole at its upper edge 
through which the penis is passed. To its two upper corners are attached 
two long bands which serve to confine it around the abdomen ; and the 
lower is also attached to two bands which surround the thighs, these 
last being connected with and fastened to the bandage that goes around 
the abdomen. The patient lying in the horizontal posture, raises the 
scrotum well enveloped by wadding as high as possible upon the sym~ 
physis pubis; and then the square piece of caoutchouc cloth is applied 
with its shining side towards the wadding, a circular hole having been 
made in its upper part for the passage of the penis. The suspensory 
is then put on, and firmly secured to the abdominal band. By this 
means the scrotum is kept up almost level with the upper edge of the 
pubes. Horand does not undo the bandage until the end of a week, 
and if he finds the swelling has not yet disappeared he continues the 
procedure or applies a resolvent ointment or plaster. 

Prof. Zeissl strongly recommends the procedure, having treated by 
it in a short time fifty cases, eidier in private or hospital practice, and 
always with most excellent results. He relates a case to which he was 
called, in which the patient, who had passed five nights without sleep, 
was suffering fearful pains, every motion and the slightest contact with 
the testis giving him agony. The Langlebert apparatus was applied, 
and the patient desired to rise from his bed. This, from the intense 
pain he had suffered before trying to do so, he did with great hesi- 
tation, but found that he could get up without the slightest suffering, 
and was able even to walk to and fro in the room. Prof. Zeissl states 
that he could cite several similar cases, and up to the present time he 
has never had, in any of the so treated cases, to prescribe anodyne 
ointments, or to puncture an acute hydrocele produced by the epididy- 
mitis. In most of the cases the pain ceased immediately on applying 
the bandage, or at the very least was so diminished as to allow the pa- 
tient to pursue his employment. The practice is so simple and so 
cheap that it is especially suited for hospital practice, the bandage only 
having to be applied, and all the attendance formerly required, as the 
application of ice, etc. , dispensed with. The suspensory used is far- 
superior to that now commonly employed, there being none of the 
mischievous pressure from the elastic ; while the scrotum is almost 
completely immobilized, and an exact application is secured by means 
of the wadding. A very moderate compression is exerted, and an 
abundant transpiration takes place at the surface of the scrotum. In all 
these fifty cases the patients were able to walk about the room, and 
most of them to follow their employments. — Amer. Journal of Medical 
Sciences. 
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ON CARBOLIZED JUTE AS A WOUND' DRESSING, 



BY ROBERT F. WEIR, M.D., 
Surgeon to the Roosevelt and New York Hospitals. 



In the use of Lister's carbolized cotton gauze several objections are 
found, which materially interfere with the more general use of this 
dressing in the treatment of wounds. The disadvantages are, first, the 
difficulty of its manufacture. This of itself often prevents a surgeon, 
unless living within reach of a large city where the gauze is most likely 
to be made,, from undertaking a trial of the dressing, or is a reason for 
his not continuing it even when once resorted to. 

Without having some impregnated gauze on hand, it is evident that 
recourse to the antiseptic treatment is not readily to be had ; for, the 
use of lint, muslin, cotton, or other substances, impregnated with a 
watery solution of carbolic acid, is, by reason of the rapid evaporation 
of the acid (95 per cent, at the temperature of the body in the course 
of 24 hours), very unreliable j indeed, when such contingencies arise, 
carbolized olive oil (1-20) makes a much more serviceable dressing, 
and should be employed. Another reason for discouragement in the 
use of the gauze comes from the frequent inability, for anatomical 
reasons, to secure this dressing properly in situ. Such difficulty exists, 
for example, about the male genitals, where it is necessary to leave an 
opening in the dressing for the penis to emerge ; also about the groin ; 
also on the upper part of the chest walls, or in the axilla, as after 
mammary ablations, etc. Although any gaping of the dressing is re- 
medied to a certain extent by the use of rubber bandages lightly applied, 
by fastening the edges of the dressing with collodion, or by stuffing in 
salicylized cotton, yet those having experience in the Lister method 
will admit that more care and anxiety are demanded in connection with 
such cases than in injuries elsewhere located. The third objection is 
the expense of the carbolic gauze. 

Now these objections are well met by the use of the carbolized jute. 
Jute, as is well known, is the inner bark of a Bengal plant, the cor^hon's 
capsularis, and is an extremely absorbent substance. It has been sali- 
cylized and used with a certain success by Thiersch ; it has also been 
used oy Bardeleben in the form of large masses or ** cakes," dipped in 
an aqueous solution of carbolic acid. But it is only recently that a way 
of impregnating it, or the like substance, tow, with carbolic acid, has 
been found, and for this improvement we are indebted to Munnich, a 
German surgeon, who, in the Deutsche Militairarztliche Zeitschrift, 
No. 10, 1877, published an article, not only setting foBth how this could 
be done, but also sundry advantages accruing from the use of prepared 
jute in military surgery. 

The trouble that has hitherto been experienced is to properly pro- 
portion the amount of resin necessary to cause the slow evolvement of 
the carbolic acid, and yet to prevent the jute fibres being gummed to- 
gether into a sticky mass. Prepared, however, by the following for- 
mula, Munnich accomplished the successful solution of the question. 

He takes for ilb (500 grammes) of jute : 



Southern Medical Record. 175 

50 grammes (S^^^i) of carbolic acid. 

200 ** (arl) •* resin. 

260 " (SlxiJ) "glycerine. 

660 " (^cxxxviij) " alcohol. 

These are mixed together in the following manner : l^he finely pul- 
verized resin is first dissolved in the larger part of the alcohol with the 
aid of heat gently applied : after cooling this the carbolic acid, which 
has been dissolved in the remaining portion of the alcohol, is added, 
and, after some minutes, the glycerine. The solution is then poured 
on the jute and worked up with it, so as to thoroughly moisten all its 
fibres, and when the mass begins to adhere together, from evaporation 
of the alcohol, it is carded or pulled apart, and spread out to dry. The 
carding, which is to prevent the adhesion of the fibres, becomes very 
easy if 50 grammes of stearine are dissolved with the resin and added 
to the mixture. But in this case the jute dries somewhat more slowly. 
Munnich further states that, without the addition of the stearine, the 
jute will dry in four hours, and will be ready for use in from twelve to 
eighteen hours thereafter, and that it will keep best when strongly 
compressed, wrapped in parchment paper, and placed in a closed box. 
A good preparation should be entirely homogeneous, have a strong 
carbolic odor, and the fibres should not be moist, nor adhere on firm 
pressure. 

Jute prepared in this way, without the stearine, I have used in the 
Roosevelt and New York Hospitals for nearly a year, and, up to the 
present time, it has been tried in 67 cases of various injuries and opera- 
tions. 

Jute is used now in the above-named hospitals in the place of the car- 
bolized gauze ; instead, however, of omitting the protective, as Mun- 
nich does, this is laid as usual over the line of incision, and over it 
the jute is applied in a layer one or two inches thick, but exteiyiing to 
the same distance from the wound as in the gauze dressing. The 
rubber cloth or mackintosh, used by Lister to cause the secretions to 
flow towards the edge of the dressing, as well as to hinder evaporation, 
is placed over the jute and secured by a bandage. Sometimes the jute 
is placed between two layers of gauze, and underneath the outer one 
the mackintosh is inserted. Th's dressing fits with snugness, is very 
absorbent, differing in this respect from oakum or tow, which collects, 
as is well known, the discharge of the surface, and not only is readily 
made, but is very cheap. This latter item is particularly of importance 
in connection with the employment of antiseptic dressings in hospitals. 
In reality, the cost of the Lister dressing is of serious moment, and is 
now occupying the attention of the governing boards of a number of 
the institutions in which its use is rapidly and satisfactorily increasing. 

But through the kindness and skill of Mr. Rosenwasser, apothecary 
to the New York Hospital, I have been able to make a preparation of 
carbolized jute of the strength of 7.2 per cent, of acid, after drying, 
that costs but fifteen cents per pound. This is accomplished mainly 
by the use of benzine instead of alcohol in its preparation. 

The formula is as follows- For ilb (or 7000 grains, avoirdupois) of 

jute, take : 

Crystal i zed carbolic acid 700 grains. 

Pa ratfin 700 * * 

Kesin 280:) •' 

Benzine 3 pints. 
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Or, in other words, for a pound of jute — 10 per cent, of carbolic 
acid is required, 40 per cent, of resin, and 10 per cent of paraffin, with 
enough benzine to thoroughly moisten. The larger the quantity or 
jute impregnated at one time, the smaller in proportion is the requisite 
quantity of benzine. — Amer, Journal of Med, Science, 



ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF OXALATE OF CERIUM 

IN PREGNANT SICKNESS. 



BY DR. FRANCIS EDWARD IMAGE, M.A. 



Sir James Simpson introduced the oxalate of cerium, and prescribed 
it in ten-grain doses. The officinal dose is from one to two grains, 
which is as a rule so useless that the preparation has been stigmatized 
as the "oxalate of mud." As a general practitioner of seven years 
standing, very many cases of pregnant sickness have naturally come 
under my care, and up to the present time I have not met with a case 
in which the nausea has not been very considerably relieved, and in 
most cases completely checked by ten-grain doses of the oxalate of 
cerium. I have, at the time of writing this, a lady under my care, who,, 
from the fourth week of her pregnancy till now, the eighth month, has 
suffered at intervals from this distressing symptom, but whose sickness, 
has been invariably checked by from two to three days' administration 
of the oxalate in the dose I have mentioned. In severe cases I give it 
every four hours for the first day, beginning the first dose half an hour 
before the patient rises, and then, asimprovementtakes place, diminish- 
ing it to three times a day, but always giving the first dose of the day 
before the patient moves from the horizontal position — ^a point to- 
which 1 attach much importance. The formula I employ is ; 

Cerii oxalatis x grs. 

Pulv. trag. CO x grs. 

Tinct. auraotii ^ss. 

Aquam ad .- Ji. M f.m. 

In Dr. Frowert's case, he prescribed i^-grain doses, which were 
not followed by the slightest remission of symptoms. I hold that this 
want of good result was from the insufficiency of the dose. 

The oxalate of cerium I have also found most efficacious in restrain- 
ing the nausea resulting from uterine irritation. I generally combine 
it with bromide of potash in these cases, but have found it succeed in 
combination where the previous employment of the latter drug by itself 
has been without appreciable effect. — Fractitioneu. 



CUFFING IN ANTHRAX. 



Dr. H. Hunt, in Chicago Medical Examiner, says: 
In the early period of my practice, some 40 years ago, I used the 
cups in the treatment of local diseases more often than now. 

During this period I had to treat a bad case of carbuncle, situated on 
the back of the neck of an old man. While dressing it one day, it 
struck me forcibly that cupping would be just the treatment for this case.. 
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Calling for a large goblet and some cotton, I applied it as a cup, af- 
ter expanding the air by burning cotton in it. The effects were truly- 
wonderful — drawing out from the interior of the tumor a large amount 
of pus and corruption, which gave immediate relief. The night fol- 
lowing, the old gentleman rested for the first time. 

Since this experiment, the first one of which I ever heard or knew, 
I have relied mainly on the cups for the local treatment of carbuncle. 

It fulfills the most important indications in the local treatment of this 
often troublesome and sometimes dangerous disease. It relieves ten- 
sion and pain, and limits gangrene of the cellular tissue. It materially 
shortens the time of cure. With appropriate general treatment, the 
disease is thus shorn of half its pain, duration and danger. 

The cups may be applied once or twice a day or even oftener. If 
resorted to in the early stage, the scalpel or lancet should be used to 
induce a free flow of blood. Mere dry cupping at this time would in- 
crease the flow of blood to the tumor without relief. I would caution 
against too severe cupping until pus is formed; I more often use a lar^e, 
blunt-rimmed tumbler or goblet than any other kind of cup. The size 
of the opening of the cup should be, if possible, sufficiendy large to 
cover the base of the tumor. An air-pump attached to the cup, if at 
hand, would be much more manageable and convenient, but the tum- 
bler and cotton may be used with almost equally good effect, if adroitly 
done, besides having this advantage, of being always available. 



THE MEDICAL PROPERTIES AND USES OF THE 

WATERS OF THE BUFFALO LITHIA SPRINGS 

OF MECKLENBURG COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 



BY GOODBRIDGE A. WILSON, M.D. 
[Bommerset, GrouvlUe Co., N.C.] 



The remedial power of these waters is now established beyond the 
reach of reasonable cavil. The traditional and abiding reputation 
given them by the jury of the vicinage, is fully vindicated by the more 
methodical trials of educated and scientific inquirers. Many medical 
experts have borne testimony, furnishing a body of experimental proofs 
which it would be folly to gainsay; proofs drawn from careful observa- 
tions made in the sick chambers of homes, scattered to the breadth of 
the land, and without the well-recognized adjuvants of travel, change of 
air and scene, and diet, and social life, and freedom from all business 
cares. 

These testimonies concede and attest curative powers over a wide 
range of pathological states, the very extent of this range giving to the 
candid objector his most rational excuse for the rejection of facts, as 
well established as any can be by human testimony. 

On this ground, skepticism has been indulged of the remedial virtues 
of all mineral waters, and probably will continue as long as men will 
insist on estimating, gauging and subordinating the chemical combina- 
tions of nature's great laboratory to the artificial products of the coar- 
ser chemistry of their shops. 

However inclined to such abstract reasoning, a truer philosophy >vill 
14 
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guide to a safer decision (on this, as on some other subjects) when it 
heeds the voices constantly proclaiming : **Whereas, I was blind, now 
I see." 

An attempt to classify the properties of these waters, and enumerate 
the pathological states to which they have shown adaptability, is the 
design of this paper — and these necessarily involve some consideration 
of the modus opaandi. It is designed for the professional reader, and 
within its limits can be but little else than suggestive. 

And ist ihe physiological action of these waters. 

Any healthy person, capable of observing the functions of his body 
on their use, will note a marked exhilaration of spirits and exaltation of 
nerve force — as prompt as from use of a generous glass of wine — and 
most notably observed by those unaccustomed to the use of stimulants. 
There is also manifest increase in the force and frequency of the heart's 
action. In some, this exaltation of nerve force almost attains to a pa- 
thological state, being attended by cerebral pains and other nervous dis- 
<|uiets — ^but these latter seem to be promptly removed by the superven- 
tion of the second train of effects from these waters, viz : a notable in- 
crease in the secretions and excretions of all the glands of the body, and 
especially the great common emunctories — the skin and kidneys. As 
it IS a peculiarity of these actions excited by these waters, that they all 
go on simultaneously — the activity of one, not entailing torpidity of the 
other, as is the case with the ordinary agents of our pharmacopoea, and 
notably, with the organs which seem vicariously to perform the functions 
of each other. 

The third and last of the physiological actions of these waters con- 
sists in the increased demand and capacity for energetic alimentation, 
and whether this is due to specific tonic properties, or the antecedent 
actions already mentioned, need not now be considered. That these 
actions may be readily pressed to the development of pathological states 
may be readily inferred, from the common annoyance, and sometimes 
distress, from functional activity experienced by healthy, pleasure-seek- 
ing visitors. 

I have now enumerated only the prompt, sensible effects of the Buf- 
falo Lithia Waters, viz : exaltation of nerve force, and stimulated cir- 
culation, with diaphoresis, diuresis and purgation, and all these actions 
going on simultaneously. The professional reader will see at once 
that these are the means through which medical men, in all ages, have 
combated and overcome a wide circulation of diseases. 

The ingestion and assimilation of external matters to its own struc- 
tures, with the elimination of what has been rendered effete and hurt- 
ful, may be said to be the first conditions of animal life, and these vital 
functions are immediately reached by the actions above indicated. 

The external cutaneous surface, with its internal prolongations to the 
cavities of all the hollow viscera with its vast glandular apparatus — 
these are the seats of the.se sensible actions. Let it be remembered 
that these same surfaces are the avenues through which morbific causes, 
whether from alterations of temperature or direct poisons, gain access 
to the animal economy ; also that the resulting structural and functional 
changes in these surfaces constitute the essence of the disease we seek 
to combat. 

It would be beyond the limits designed for this paper to elaborate 
these ideas. But enough has been said to be suggestive of practical 
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indications, and to explain on the basis of an accepted medical philo- 
sophy — the efficiency of these waters in chronic engorgements and inflanh 
Motions and atonies — in the remaital of morbid cucumulations and deposits — 
and the restoration to their normal physiological type ^ vitiated and suppressed 
secretions and excretions. 

I have now only treated of the palpable, sensible effects of these 
waters. But every physician is daily in the habit of instituting what is 
-called cUtercUive medicatior^, by the gradual introduction of minute doses 

• of medicinal agents into the system, and thus producing the most benign 
results. The testimonials in favor of the alterative actions of the Buf- 
falo Lithia Waters are so full, that skepticism would argue greater 
mental weakness than credence. A large number of the astute medical 

• observers from the frozen North to the Gulf — such as Wood, of Phila- 

• delphia, and Howard and Byrd, of Baltimore, and Beale and Hudson, 
•of Virginia, and Jerman and Jones, of Carolina, and others of like 

attainments and capacity, furnish a body of experimental proofs on this 
point, which, even if not sustained by the positive results of the analy- 
tic chemist, would make it so much the worse for the chemistry. 

But chemical analysis proves these waters to be rich in medicinal 

• compounds. Their diuretic action secures efficient sewerage, thus re- 
lieving it of noxious products, and quieting irritations of the urinary 
passages, but also, their alkaline compounds counteract the acid dia- 
thesis so constantly present in rheumatism and gout, and by their che- 
mical reactions secure, in soluble form, what would otherwise be 
retained in the shape of insoluble and hurtful deposits. 

I call attention to the exceptionally large quantity of the carbonate of 
potash, and desire to record the declaration that during forty years of 
- active professional life in a miasmatic region, I have derived more 
benefit in hepatic derangements, and malarial cachexies generally, 
from the gradual saturation of the system with this old fashioned ** salts 
of tartar," than from any other treatment, regarding its alterative action 
as both safer and surer than that of the mercurial preparations. 

The tonic and stimulating action of these waters is as well attested as 
any other of its effects. Drs. McGuire, Huston, Jones and others, 
describe this action as that of a * * decided nerve tonic. '* This action is 
too prompt to be accounted for by improved nutrition, or the presence 
of a chalybeate. But the analysis reveals the fact that phosphorus is 
amongst its constituent elements, the great generator or nerve power, 
and especial pabulum of nerve tissue. True, it is put down in the 
quantitative analysis, as only ** traces," but it should be remembered 
that this substance is so volatile as to be constantly changing form at 
ordinary temperatures, and as a medical agent it is used only in very 
minute doses, say from one-fortieth to one-twentieth of a grain — and, 
in these doses, it is ** a powerful general stimulant with special tendency 
to the kidneys and genital organs," producing decidedly aphrodisiacal 
effects — and such are the well recognized effects of these waters. With 
the possession of these ** nerve tonic properties," we readily account 
for their value in the great class of nervous diseases. 

And so in chronic intermittent and remittent fevers, the disorders and 
cachexies which follow in their train, having been relieved in the 
manner already explained — the nervous system (the first to receive the 
impingement of the malarial poison) is fortified against its assaults by 
this *' nerve .tonic, " whilst the work of a renovated nutrition is in steady 
progress. 
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It has never been intelligently claimed for these waters that they pos- 
sessed any anti-periodic virtues in the sense in which Peruvian-bark is' 
anti-periodic. 

In the large class of what are called ** female diseases," perhaps it 
is desirable to be somewhat explicit. 

Of course these are limited to the ovaries, the uterus and their ap- 
pendages ; and, of course, no claim is set up for remedial powers in 
these waters over their malignant diseases and their structural changes. 

But the functions of these organs are often interrupted by sympathy 
with other organs, or by faulty and deteriorated vitality in the general 
system, or alternations of temperature which declare their pathological) 
state in the shape oi amenorrhcBa^ dysmenorrhaay Morosis^ or in passive 
and vitiated secretion. That these disorders should be often removed- 
by an agent possessing the properties of these waters may be readily 
understood, especially when it is recollected that amongst these proper- 
ties is that peculiar ** nerve tonic" whose influence extends to the- 
ovaries. 

The prophylactic powers of the Buffalo Lithia Waters are very valuable- 
in some conditions — as in procrastinating puberty, especially in those 
predisposed to constitutional diseases, in warding off the direful sequel». 
of the exanthematous fevers, by keeping up healthy action on the new 
and callow secreting surfaces, and in some of the most distressing and 
dangerous diseases of pregnancy, by elimination of their exciting causes- 
from the system. 

There is one pathological condition in which I am sure these waters* 
are contra-indicated. I mean in tubercular phthisis, after softening has 
taken place and hectic supervened. In many of these cases I have seen 
the circulation hurried, the cough more distressing, and colliquative- 
sweats and diarrhoea increased to the speedy exhaustion of the patient. 

In conclusion, the writer would say that he has long regarded these - 
waters as a valuable agent of our materia medica^ and not a panacea of 
indiscriminate application or universal efficacy. The described physio- 
logical actions are what takes place in a healthy person. Many invalids 
resort to these springs too much diseased to be benefited, until by intelr 
ligent care they are prepared to realize these effects. 



Strychnia as a Tonic. — It would appear that strychnia or nux 
vomica is one of the most valuable tonics which we possess. When 
combined with ni^ro-hydrochloric acid it is perhaps one of the most 
efficient remedies that we can give for the debility which is so often 
noticed in warm weather, and when the ordinary tonics, such as gentian,, 
columba, cascarilla, or quinine, do not produce the desired results, the 
addition of a litde nux vomica or strychnia to them may give us the 
wished-for effect. — Dr. Brontony in Ec. Medical JournaL 

Apomorphia as an Expectorant. — Drawing a conclusion from 
the fact that ordinary emetics, when administered in small doses, gene- 
rally act as expectorants, the director of the Heidelberg Polyclinic made 
experiments with small doses of apomorphia. It was found to gready 
facilitate expectoration, and to quickly remove dry and sibilant rales. 
It was given in doses of one sixty-fourth to one-thirtieth grain in solu- 
tion, the hydrochlorate being preferred. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Prof. Jones' Experiments with the Water and Air from 
Yellow Fever Rooms. — In a late number of the New Orleans 
Medical Journal, Prof. Jones presents an interesting paper on yellow 
fever, from which we extract the following : 

When the water from the yellow fever rooms was subjected to mi- 
^^■oscopical examination, the following extraneous matters were ob- 
served : 

I St. Numerous minute particles, many of which had a vibratory 
motion. Under a magnifying power of 420 diameters, with Beck's best 
i-i5th of an inch (a superior glass of excellent defining power), these 
appeared as minute oval specks. Under i-i8th of an inch (1050 dii- 
meters) these particles were resolved into distinct oval cells with a cen- 
tral nucleus, resembling in all respects the spores of delicate fungi. 

2d. Bacteria and delicate thread-like filaments, similar to those 
observed in the urine and in the blood of yellow fever. 

3d. Revolving minute animalculse and spores, with active rotatory 
movements. 

4th. Minute particles which could not be resolved into distinct 
structures by the highest powers. When magnified 1050 diameters, 
these resembled mere specks of matter, many of which have an active 
■vibratory motion. 

5th. Epithelial cells. 

6th. Particles of dust evidently inorganic in their nature. 

7th. Oil globules. As the patients were well rubbed with olive oil 
the oil globules may have in part been derived from this source. 

8th, Hairs and particles of cotton and sheep wool from the clothing 
and bedding of the patients with numerous adherent spores. 

When the liquid from the yellow fever rooms was evaporated, a dis- 
tinct deposit was left in the watch glasses and upon glass slides, which, 
in addition to the various organic substances specified, contained nu- 
merous stellate and accicular and prismatic crystals and granular par- 
ticles. The crystals appear to be those of the chloride and carbonate 
of ammonia. Reaction of water slightly alkaline. 

The pre .ence of organic matter was still farther shown by the usual 
<:hemical tests, as charring by heat, blackening by sulphuric acid, and 
decoloration of the solution of the permanganate of potassa. 

When glass slides were moistened with ice cold water and held so as 
to receive the breath of yellow fever patients in respiration, the micros- 
copical examination yielded results similar to those recorded above. 

After the most minute examination of the individual specimens from 
the different rooms in Mr. Harrison's house, not only immediately after 
the experiments, but also during various periods, embracing nearly six 
months, I discovered no forms which could be referred to such micros- 
copical plants as the chlorococcum vulgare, protococcus viridis, pal- 
-mella cruenta, coccochloris brebinonii and other confervoideae, or uni- 
cellular algae capable of producing chlorophyl. Certain granular cells 
observed in malarial fever (in the blood), resemble most nearly the 
resting spore of bulbochaete intermedia, and the granular cells of pal- 
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mella cruenta ; but no such cells were obsen'ed in the yellow fever at- 
mosphere in the brick house 363 Magazine street. In fact it would be- 
difficult to conceive how the algae of any description could thrive and 
multiply in this well paved and dry situation. The forms were refer-^ 
able to those most nearly connected with putrefaction and fermentation, 
as the bacteria and torulse, penicillius and micrococci and cr^-ptococ- 
ceae. Kutzing includes his genera cryptococcus, ulvina and sphaero- 
tilus amongst the family of algse, but they appeared to be the conidia 
(reproduction cells, stylospores and spermatia) of the mycelia of mildew 
fungi. The absence of any of the known forms of the algae in the air 
of yellow fever collected in this locality, which is as free from any 
source of swamp malaria as the best drained and paved portions of the 
city of New Orleans, is important in that this class of plants is thus ex- 
cluded from the consideration of the questions relating to the origin and 
causation of yellow fever. 

The air from the sick rooms presented the same elements as were ob- 
served in the preceding experiments on Magazine street, with the addi^ 
tion of several colored cells which evidently belonged to the plants, 
resembling the chlorococcum vulgare, protococcus viridis and palmella 
cruenta. The true characters of these elements were fully shown by 
examinations of the water, at various points extending over nve months, 
during which time the cells increased considerably in size. The most 
numerous elements were as in the case of the water obtained from the 
sick room at 363 Magazine street, minute sp)ores, minute threadlike 
bodies, bacteria and minute granules which could not be resolved by 
the highest powers into any distinct animal or vegetable structure ; epi- 
thelial cells, oil globules, several parasites from the skin, and fibres of 
wool and cotton, and particles of dust were also observed under the mi- 
croscope. The crystalline bodies also appeared when the liquid was 
slowly coagulated. 

The water through which the air over the foul gutter was passed 
contained chiefly cells of the plants resembling the algae, as the testing 
spores of bulbochaete intermedia, chlorococcum vulgare, protococcus 
viridis and palmella cruenta. Bacteria and minute spores and minute 
particles were also abundant. 

When the waters obtained in the manner stated from this locality 
were injected subcutaneously into living animals, the results were simi- 
lar to those previously detailed. 

Morphia Hypodemiically — Caution. — Ocasional fatal results- 
have been reported from the use of morphine subcutaneously. Such, 
cases may be due to idiosyncrasy, or more probably to the careless use 
of the drug. It should be borne in mind that the power of a remedy 
is increased threefold by the hypodermic method of medication. Upon 
this subject the following hints are from remarks of Dr. Gibbons in Saa 
Francisco Medical Society, reported in Pacific Med. Journal, 

1. Avoid it in congestion and inflammatory conditions of the brain.. 

2. Avoid it in pulmonary congestion, and where dyspnea is not the- 
result of spasm. 

3. Avoid it in acute inflammatory affections of the heart and peri- 
cardium. 

4. Avoid it in high febrile excitement. 

5. Avoid puncturing a veiiu The effect of introducing morphia 
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into a vein is instantaneous. It is possible that the evil results were 
due in some cases to the entrance of the narcotic into a small vein — so 
small and deep as to escape observation. 

6. Avoid a deep puncture, unless there is a special purpose to be 
accomplished by depositing the narcotic deep in the tissues. 

7. Introduce the liquid slowly, and not by sudden projection, as is 
sometimes done. Spend four or five seconds in driving the piston 
home. 

8. Require the patient to lie down and remain quiet after the opera- 
tion. There is some risk in moving about, independently of the nausea 
which follows. The syringe should be used in the patient's chamber, 
and not in the doctor's office. 

I may add, in regard to the appliance in cardiac cases, that accord- 
ing to my experience, there is no condition of human suffering to 
which it is more applicable than in the agonizing orthopnea of cardiac 
asthma. In fact, it is the remedy, par excellence, for the paroxysm of 
spasmodic asthma, from whatever cause. 

By observing the foregoing cautions, I think the risk of injury from- 
the hypodermic use of morphia will be reduced to a minimum, whilst 
the physician will be armed with an instrumentality for the relief of 
pain, the value of which is beyond calculation. 

A singular phenomenon, which I am not able to Explain satisfacto- 
rily, has come under my observation in some exceptional cases, namely 
the aggravation of pain immediately after the injection. The patient 
complains that the pain is suddenly augmented, say in twenty or thirty 
seconds after the injection ; but the aggravation is brief, passing away 
in less than a minute, and is succeeded by the proper action of the 
drug. 

Another effect is much more common — a distressing sensation which 
takes the place of the pain, and causes the patient to complain that he, 
or more frequently she, feels as if dying. ** I feel as if I was dying," 
is the expression. It is the stepping-stone, so to speak, between pain 
and hypnotism. It lasts only a fraction of a minute, and vanishes with 
the accession of the hypnotic stage. I confess to a feeling of anxiety 
whenever it occurs, and am careful to require the patient to keep quiet 
in the horizontal posture. / 

Female Catheterism. — Dr. Millikin (Ob. Gazette) says : 
Some months ago I was asked to see a woman who had gone through 
a long and violent labor under the care of a midwife, and who had in 
her bladder fifty hours' accumulation of urine. To my chagrin I found 
myself quite unable to recognize the meatus urinarius by the sense of 
touch. I happened to have a long gum catheter and a small glass spe- 
culum in my satchel, and the **happy thought" occurred to me that I 
might avoid exposing her by catheterizing her through the speculum. 
I caused the speculum to fairly enter the vagina and then, gently 
withdrawing it, I was able to see, what no man can feel, that the 
meatus was thrown far to the left side, and could only be reached by 
passing the point of the catheter along a furrow, which was partly 
formed and partly concealed by an overhanging fold of sloughing mu- 
cous membrane. Aided by the excellent illumination I was able to- 
disinfect the region quickly and to empty the bladder. 

I have recently made use of the same simple apparatus in catheteri- 
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zing a puerperal patient who had an astonishing degree of tenderness 
and irritability about the ostium vaginae, and I do not think the opera- 
tion was ever performed more quickly and comfortably. 

It seems to me that it would be well to resort to the speculum to sep- 
arate the labia and illuminate the region between them whenever there 
is difficulty in discovering the exact site of the meatus. Even when 
they succeed, prolonged efforts to insert the catheter by plowing over 
the whole vestibule are sure to cause pain and loss of confidence on the 
part of the patient ; while in case of failure, there is nothing more mor- 
tifying to patient and physician than the common mode of ocular in- 
vestigation. 

The Application of Cold and the Elevation of an Ex- 
tremity as Haemostatics. — It appears from recent researches, 
that as prophylactic against hemorrhage, Esmarch's bandage does not 
answer all the requirements demanded of it by over-exacting critics, 
who have found it necessary to unearth and resuscitate antiquated 
practices, to serve as happy illustrations of the practical application of 
results experimentally obtained. In this regard the recent (?) resear- 
ches of Dr. Wolff {Centralbl. fur Chir. No. 35) strikingly resemble 
those demonstrated by Prof Lister to the French Academy. Careful 
thermometric measurements have shown that the simple elevation of an 
extremity will be followed by a reduction of its temperature amounting 
to six or seven degrees. If in addition a moderate degree of cold be 
applied to the surface, ''a contraction of the capillaries will ensue 
which may continue during several hours, the member all the while 
remaining pale and cold." 

In attempting to utilize these results, which failed to impress us as 
original or even novel, Dr. Wolff employed- in a number of operations 
on extremities the prolonged application of cold to the elevated limb 
and succeeded admirably. The procedure consists in freezing the part 
during from fifteen to thirty minutes before the operation by irrigation 
with cold water. During the operation the extremity should be held in 
a vertical position. By this means the loss of blood is surprisingly 
diminished, litde operations being absolutely bloodless, and greater 
ones minus the danger of secondary hemorrhage, so frequent after 
constriction by Esmarch's bandage. The method under consideration 
has been applied in ten operations, and generally with success. In a 
patient aged ten years, Bardeleben performed Sime's amputation with 
but an insignificant hemorrhage. It is necessary to add, however, that 
the process of refrigeration was commenced several hours before the 
operation, and that during the latter the femoral artery was compressed. 
— Lancet and Clinic. 

Treatment of Diphtheria. — Dr. D. D. Howell writes to the 
Lancet : 

The late Mr. John Scott used to treat severe cases of cynanche with 
a * * scavenger " viz. calomel, jalap, and scammony, after which they 
usually got well. Looking at a diphtheritic throat one day, I said to 
myself, Why should I not give this patient a scavenger? I did so, and 
remarked that the subsequent course of the disease was certainly cut 
short. I have since adopted the plan, and invariably found that the 
same good results have followed; the tender. cy to fresh deposits has 
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Tauch diminished, and in many cases is wholly prevented. I can call 
to mind more than one case in which the attempt at a fresh deposit was 
-clear, but very feeble. 

Unhappily I have seen a good deal of diphtheria at different times 
since its appearance in this country, about twenty-two years ago, and 
have treated it, on the whole, not unsuccessfully, but it was only a 
about a year ago that the above circumstances almost accidentally 
ibrcedthe conviction on my mind that elimination of the poison ought to 
be the first object in treatment. 

How this elimination takes place through the bowels I know not, but 
diphtheria is a disease of blood-poisoning, and there is no reason why 
•the poison should not be eliminated through the bowels, any less or 
more than in enteric fever — in throat fever than in bowel fever. I 
cannot refuse the evidence of my experience, that since I have adopted 
the practice of purging at the outset the course of the disease has been 
invariably more favorable, nor the testimony of those who declare that 
the dejections thus produced are abominably offensive. At any rate, 
the practical effect of the "scavenger" recommends itself to my mind 
in a much higher degree than the scientific inaction of temporizing and 
waiting till the disease has run its course, however masterly such inac- 
tion may appear; or than the inferior, but by no means futile plan, of 
trying to neutralize the effects of the poison. Invaluable as the scien- 
tific knowledge is, it ought not to stop short, nor rest content, without 
improvement in practice. 

Elimination, then, first through the bowels, then through the kid- 
neys. Chlorate of potash drinks should be given frequently, inces- 
"santly. Where the nose is affected, the same solution or that of per- 
manganate of potash should be drawn up frequently through the nostrils, 
•so as thoroughly to cleanse them. When the patient cannot swallow, 
nutrient enema should be given four times a day ; not too frequently if 
they are to be retained. For this, nothing is better than Dr. Munk's 
mixture, a tumblerful of milk gruel, a new-laid egg, a tablespoonful of 
%>randy. 

The Chlorine Mixture in Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria. 

— In the lectures of Dr. Thomas Watson he recommends a solution of 
chlorate of potassa in water (a drachm to the pint), as a drink for pa- 
tients in scarlet fever and in typhoid forms of continued fever. He 
says : ** Chlorine has been strongly impressed upon my notice in several 
forms of scarlet fever." 

In the fourth volume of the Medical Gazette Messrs. Taynton and 
Williams, of Bromley, write in high praise of this remedy. 

The formula is : Two drachms of chlorate of potassa are to be dis- 
solved in two ounces of hydrochloric acid, previously diluted with two 
ounces of distilled water. The solution must be put immediately into 
a stoppered bottle, and kept in a dark place. Two drachms of this 
•solution, mixed with a pint of distilled water, constitute the chlorine 
mixture, of which a tablespoonful or two, according to the age of the 
patient, may be given for a dose, and frequentiy repeated. 

In my own practice I have used this mixture for many years in cases 
of scarlet fever, and with considerable benefit to my patients, but I ne- 
glected it for a long time and used other remedies. Recently, however, 
my attention has again been called to its use in diphtheria. I have had 
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considerable experience in this fearful form of disease. In one locality 
in one of the rural districts of our city, in a compass of about one square 
mile, I had nine severe cases of diphtheria, and other physicians had 
cases in the same locality. In my cases I used the chlorine mixture 
freely and with great benefit to my patients. Out of the nine, ti*'o 
died, of the most malignant type of the disease. One, a boy of nine 
years of age, was the worst case I ever saw. It was in the month of 
September, and the mosquitoes were very bad in the neighborhood. 
Wherever one of them bit the child the skin turned purple. 

I have had considerable difficulty in procuring the chlorine mixture 
from the druggists, as I found none who kept the article already pre- 
pared, and when I would write for chlorate of potassa and muriatic acid 
I always procured a mixture as clear as water. My formula is : 

B Potassa chloratis 3 j 

Acidi muriatici git xl. 

Byrupus'. f. | y. 

Aquae f. ,5 iv. M 

Dose according to age of patient. 

This, when mixed, would invariably produce the clear white mixture 
spoken of above. The proper way is to put the chlorate of potassa into 
the bottle intended for the mixture, drop the acid upon it, and at once 
the chlorine will be liberated. Then add the sugar and water. The 
mixture, when prepared in this way, will have a deep straw color, and 
will smell strongly of chlorine. — Dr. Patterson, in Med. and Surg. Rep. 

Gelseminum for Hectic. — ^The preparations of gelseminum 
have been steadily growing in favor for several years, and from an ex- 
tended experience with them, partly upon theoretical and partly upon 
inferential grounds, I was led to try them in cases of hectic, which had 
resisted other well-known remedies until its pre-eminence has become 
so conclusive as to suggest its recommendation to the profession. Four 
years ago, in experimenting with it, and testing its action on the heart 
and pulse with the sphygmograph, I observed that the number of 
respirations was reduced before its toxic influence was manifested. 
Several deaths from overdoses, recorded in the journals, showed an ac- 
tion upon the respiratory centres similar to that of curare or woorara. 
Practical experience, moreover, with it, in small doses, has long shown 
its influence upon circulation and its sedative effect in certain neu- 
ralgias. 

Finally, a writer in the Lancet for September of the current year 
collates the accounts of death from the drug in poisonous doses, and 
in the summing up shows that sedation and finally paralysis of the 
respiratory centres has been constantly present. 

Now from these facts the inference has appeared a correct one that 
it should act favorably in the treatment of a res{)iratory affiection char- 
acterized by irritation, and having its seat and origin in the pulmonary 
tissues. In a very large number of cases it has not failed, and without 
giving them in detail it will probably suffice to say that I have in pre- 
scribing it, even after the failure of favorite and well-known remedies, 
acquired confidence in it, and have found that in doses of two drops 
of fluid extract, or 10 to 12 of the tincture every two hours, it will, ip 
most instances, within forty-eight hours arrest the chill, moderate the 
cough and allay the fever. The period of administration, however, is 
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not always so short. It may be used continuously if necessary to main- 
tain sedation, and without interference with other medicines or effect 
upon digestion or the excretions. It should be added that exceptions 
are likely to occur in cases with mesenteric complication and colliqua- 
tive diarrhoea, and while not contra-indicated, ii may sometimes disap- 
point expectations. — New York Medical Record, 

Potato Eating and Diphtheria. — Dr. M. C. Keith, of Lincoln, 
Neb. , writes to the Chicago Inter-Ocean, charging much of the diph- 
theria prevalent to eating white (Irish) potatoes. He says : 

Some seventeen years ago the attention of my father. Dr. Alvan 
Keith, late of Augusta, Me. , was called to the fact that children who 
were not fond of the tuber known as the Irish potatoes were not subject 
to attacks of that much-dreaded malady, diphtheria. Following out 
this hint, he advised families of his friends to avoid the use of this vege- 
table among the children, and until his decease he was accustomed to 
make the assertion that rotten potatoes produced the throat disease 
known as diphtheria. 

In my practice in this city and county the offer has been- to treat any 
one free of compensation if they would avoid the use of Irish potatoes. 
As a sequence not one of the patients who was not a potato eater has 
been threatened with the disease. In many of the inland towns of this 
State the writer has patients, and in some of the infected districts the 
families of those who have learned of this simple preventive have es- 
caped any attack of throat disease, although the potato eaters on either 
side of them have unfortunately had cases of diphtheria which resulted 
fatally. 

The writer rests his assertions upon a record of twelve years of his 
father's practice prior to 1861, and seventeen years of his own, cover- 
ing a period of twenty-nine years, and includiug a personal knowledge 
of 1 100 cases of diphtheria. The tuber known as the Irish potato is 
specified, since it is believed that sweet potatoes do not have the effect 
of producing any disturbance in the human animal economy. If these 
assertions are proven, the result must relieve the world from a disease 
much to be dreaded, and a malady which has caused many heartaches 
upon two continents. — Med. Reporter. 

Prolapse of the Rectum iA Infants. — In a recent number of 
the Wiener Medizinische Zeitung Dr. Basevi suggests an improved 
method of treating this troublesome affection, which he finds most suc- 
cessful. 

He cauterizes the mucous membrane of the intestine lightly with ni- 
trate of silver, and replaces the gut. Subsequently enema of tannin, 
alum and ice-water are ordered, together with very strict diet, with a 
view to prevent enteritis. Should these measures fail and the intestine 
continue to come down, he uses his bandage as follows : the child is 
held by two nurses, with its buttocks up, over the bed, one securing 
the upper portion of the body, the other the slightly abducted knees 
somewhat up in the air. This position is most favorable for the reduc- 
tion of the prolapsed rectum, because the child cannot bear down. Af- 
ter reposition, the surgeon stands on the right side of the bed with the 
thumb of the left hand pressing the child's left buttock to the right, 
while the fingers bring the right buttock toward and against it. With 
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the right hand several strips of plaster of some two finger-breadths are 
drawn from below upward and outward, overlapping one another, 
across the buttocks, from one trochanter to the other. The strips 
should approach the perineum as closely as possible. As a support to 
the plaster, a spica bandage of two or three finger-breadths is run over 
the lower part of the body. A gutta-percha or waxed paper covering 
can be used to keep the buttocks clean during defecation, and this 
bandage can be retained in position for a couple of weeks. If diarrhea 
be present, astringent enemata may be employed; if constipation, laxa- 
tive enemata ; and these should be given by the physician himself, for 
fear of disturbing the bandage, which can be changed without difficulty 
when necessary. — Press and Cir, 

Clinical Value of the Thermometer in Abdominal Affec- 
tions. — By Prof. Peter. — ^The physician may be called to a case of 
•disease of the stomach ; he finds no material proof of the existence of 
cancer, but he may feel intuitively that there is one. In such a case 
the application of the thermometer is of real importance. Being called 
in consultation by my distinguished confrere, M. Leudet (de Rouen) to 
the case of a man 52 years of age, percussion of the epigastrium, prac- 
ticed en dedans, showed certain points of dullness. Under these cir- 
•cumstances, I had recourse to the thermometer to clear up the obscuri- 
ty of the diagnosis. In the epigastric depression the thermometer regis- 
tered 37.5° (99.4° Fahr.) ; but it is known that the normal temperature 
of the epigastrium in the healthy individual is about 35.5° (about 96° 
Fahr.). In painless atonic dyspepsias, the temperature remains un- 
changed. The result of my researches goes to show that the tempera- 
ture in the vicinity of a cancerous lesion is elevated from i°to 1.5° 
(centigrade) above the normal. This is not due to phlegmasia but to 
irritation. The fact is, in my opinion, significant. In simple gastral- 
gia, there may be elevation of temperature, but it is ephemeral, and only 
lasts as long as the pain continues. This is a fact which appears to me 
to be worthy of remark, and which is interesting because it enables us 
to comprehend how, even in cancer, a cauterization of the epigastrium, 
resorted to opportunely, may dissipate^the hyperemia ; to say nothing 
of the important diagnostic deductions derivable from this means. — La 
France Medicak, 

Alkalies in Dyspepsia. — Alkaline bicarbonates, being acid salts, 
if taken into the stomach before meals, when the mucous membrane is 
either neutral or alkaline, will be absorbed undecomposed into the blood 
and cause that increased acidity of the urine which has been observed. 

But when taken during digestion, the acid contents of the stomach 
decompose them ; carbolic acid is liberated, escaping by the mouth, 
** whilst the alkaline bases pass into the system and cause the urine to 
assume an alkaline reaction." 

The therapeutic importance of Dr. Ralfe's observations are obvious; 
and I will give his conclusions in his own words. 

1. In cases of acid dyspepsia arising from the excessive formation 
of acid within the system, as in lithamia, the alkaline bicarbonates 
should not be administered before food, but after. 

2. The administration of alkaline bicarbonates before meals is indi- 
cated in those cases where the free acid is formed in the stomach itself, 
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the result of fermentative changes of undigested food or morbid mucus, 
when it is necessary to diminish the too high degree of acidity thus 
caused, in order to permit digestion to be properly .performed. — Md. 
Med, JournaL 

Treatment of Burns. — Having submitted sundry cases of burns- 
and scalds to the treatment by bicarbonate of soda, the following con- 
clusions arrived at by the writer may be trusted as being reliable : 

Points in its favor — 

1. It is an exceedingly clean application. 

2. The soothing effect is instantaneous. 

3. For slight burns it is admirable. 
Points against its general adoption — 

1. The ** soda" solution requires to be ice-cold, appearing to part 
with its soothing quality the instant its temperature is raised, as by im- 
mersion in it, so that the relief afforded is but momentary. 

2. The quantity of bicarbonate required may be enormous, accord- 
ing to the extent of injury inflicted, nothing short of a saturated solution, 
being of the slightest good. 

3. Should the burn necessitate an unsparing resort to cold water, 
it may cause the blood to congest oji the internal organs. 

4. The prescriber must be well assured that he selects the bicarbon- 
ate, the ordinary carbonate Scotch soda, washing soda, or soda of the 
shops being far too irritant and caustic to "be appUed to a raw, highly 
sensitive surface. — Mr. Herbert Kiernander, in London Lancet, 

Intussusception in Infants. — There is no absolute pathogno- 
monic symptom of the disease, and it is difficult, particularly in the 
early period of the attack, to make the diagnosis. Intussusception may 
be confounded with acute indigestion, gastritis from poisoning, acute- 
dyssentery, colic, cholera infantum and with other forms of internal 
strangulation of the intestine. The sudden development of abdominal 
pain in an infant above the age of three months, with persistent vomit- 
ing, soon followed by bloody stools and tenesmus, points very strongly 
to intussusception. If the presence of an abdominal tumor of recent 
occurrence can be ascertained, there can scarcely exist a doubt as to 
the special character of the disease. If, with the above described 
symptoms, a tumor can be felt in the rectum, a positive diagnosis can 
at once be made. 

Hints for Headaches. — Dr. Day said, in a late lecture : 
Whatever be the plan of treatment decided upon, rest is the fisrt 
principle to inculcate in every severe headache. Rest, which the busy 
man and the anxious mother cannot obtain so long as they can manage 
to keep about, is one of the first remedies for every headache, and we 
should never cease to enforce it. The brain, when excited, as much 
needs quiet and repose as a fractured limb or an inflamed eye, and it is- 
obvious that the chances of shortening the seizure and arresting the 
pain will depend on our power to have this carried out effectually. It 
is a practical lesson to be kept steadily in view, in that there may lurk 
behind a simple headache some lesion of unknown magnitude which 
may remain stationary if quietude can be maintained. — London Medical 
News, 
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The External Use of Digitalis in Suppression of Urine. 

— Dr. P. C. Russell says in the British Medical Journal : 

A married woman, aged 35, was attacked by acute albuminuria. The 
•disease resisted the usual remedies. She became extremely cedema- 
tous, with congestion or oedema of both lungs. Respiration was rapid ; 
the pulse weak and rapid. She became semi-comatose, and there was 
suppression of the urine for thirty-six hours. The case appeared hope- 
less; but having read in the British Medical Journal a case irh which the 
external use of digitalis was effectual in restoring the secretion of urine, 
I determined to try it. I ordered half-an-ounce of the tincture on a 
large linseed-meal poultice, to be applied to the abdomen. Next day I 
was agreeably surprised to find her vastly improved, quite conscious 
and cheerful. The oedema was very much diminished. Respiration 
was easy, and the pulse nearly natural. I was informed that in one 
hour after the application a copious flow of urine commenced and con- 
tinued all night, and, what was very remarkable, the urine, which the 
•day before contained a large quantity of albumen, was now quite free 
from it. Convalescence was rapid, and she is now quite well. 

Silicylic Acid Enemata in Dysentery. — Dr. Berthold employs 
an enema consisting of one gram of salicylic acid, three hundred grams 
•of distilled water, and alcohol q. s. 

In dysentery with tenesmus and bloody stools he administers it every 
four hours. The tenesmus diminishes, and the number of stools is 
rapidly reduced, the fecal matters gradually acquiring their normal ap- 
pearance, the temperature diminishing, and the appetite returning. — 
Union Medicale, 

A Sure and Rapid Cure for Hiccough. — Under this tide Dr. 
Grellet, of Vichy, states that he has never failed in immediately reliev- 
ing hiccough, /. e, not dependent upon any appreciable morbid condi- 
tion, by adminstering a lump of sugar imbibed with vinegar. — Rnnie 
Medicale, 

Salicylate of Soda in Rheumatism with High Fever. — 

Salicylate of soda need rarely be given in larger doses than fi'om ji to 
^iii daily in order to produce all its best effects, which will be marked 
in one or two or three days at most ; and then the dose should be gra- 
dually diminished until some time after complete convalescence has 
set in. — Md, Med. Joutnal. 

Bromide of Potassium in Coughs. — Dr. Fothergill gives it to 
relieve various forms of cough. In that of phthisis he gives hydrobro- 
mic acid mixed with spirits of chloroform, in preference to any cough 
mixture ; having a wholesome disgust for the long list under that cate- 
gory. He is very much opposed to the use of chloral in such cases, 
from the dangerous habit it incurs. — Afd, Med, Journal. 

Guaco in Cancer. — There seems no reason a priori why some in- 
ternal remedy may not be discovered which shall do for epithelial and 
other new growths what iodine does for syphilitic new formations. Dr. 
Schmidt suggests guaco, which he has used in the form of tincture and 
plaster. — Times. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 

Is Science Benevolent ? — Faraday had an idea, it is said, that 
it would be well if the secret of the composition of water were not dis- 
covered, as the power so gained might not be wisely used; and though 
the story may be nonsense, any power that, requiring skill and self- 
restraint for its use, was yet placed in the hand of all men would pro- 
bably not be beneficial — would certainly not tend to that elevation in 
•comfort which the popular mind permanently expects from science. 
Imagine the power of firing water discovered, made public from excel- 
lent motives, as in a patriotic war, and so becoming the property of a 
world in which one maji in a thousand is probably a crypto-lunatic, 
anxious, above all things, for a supreme sensation. A discovery, quite 
possible, of the means of dissolving brick or stone within a definite area 
into pulp would materially interfere with the security of all property, as 
would for a time the realization of the Middle Age alchemists' dream. 
AH these discoveries would, of course, to do mischief, require the aid of 
human malignity, in a consciously malignant state, but others are quite 
conceivable over which will would have no control. Suppose, for 
example. Sir G. Airey were to discover that a change had occurred in 
space, which within, say a century or two, would affect our universe, 
and inevitably draw the world out of its orbit, thereby pulverizing it 
to atoms ; the effect of that discovery, fatal as it would be to foresight, 
to patriotism, to that long series of good impulses which have for their 
unconscious motor the belief that the human race will last, could be 
nothing but evil. Half the motives to energy and to self-restraint would 
disappear at once, while the temptation to use up the world, its forests, 
•coal mines and resources generally, would be enormously exaggerated. 
Humanity would realize its mortality, and make the best — that is the 
worst — of its time. Not one of these suggestions, however, or many 
other much better ones which might be offered, will come in the least 
home to the minds of men taught by a few years' experience that science 
is kind, that knowledge is beneficial, and that every victory over the 
forces of nature tends to the comfort of man. — Tlie Spectator. 

Nevr Crater on the Moon. — The reported appearance of a new 
crater on the moon was discussed at a meeting of the Royal Astrono- 
mical Society of London. Prof. Schmidt, of Athens, and other Euro- 
pean observers, have noticed conditions of the lunar surface tending to 
confirm the alleged discovery by Klein ; but there are some persons who 
think the same crater is shown on a photograph of the moon which was 
taken about ten years since. It was the opinion of most of the mem- 
bers, however, that the spot in this picture differed essentially from that 
which has lately been seen, and which is regarded as evidence that the 
moon is still subject to volcanic convulsions. — Ex. 

Electric Gas Lighting Apparatus. — Mr. Wilson E. Facer, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, has devised an improved electric gas lighting appar- 
atus which, by the simple opening and closing of an electric current, 
turns on and lights the gas or shuts it off. It is designed principally 
for lighting street lamps, but is capable of application toother purposes. 
— Scientific American. 
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Opium Smoking. — The Russian naturalist and explorer of New- 
Guinea, Dr. Miclucho Maclay, has been trying an experiment upon 
himself in smoking opium. He secured the services of a friend to ob- 
serve the effects. He smoked twenty-seven pipes in all — amounting to 
one hundred and seven grains of the drug. Though he had been fast- 
ing eighteen hours, the third pipe appeased all desire for food. After 
the fifth pipe he became sleepy, and after the thirteenth he was practi- 
cally unconscious, although he talked and answered questions. A sleep 
of ten hours left him with an excellent appetite, but with a buzzing 
sensation and slight pain in his head. He experienced no dreams or 
visions of any kind whatever. The experiment was made in the Chinese 
Club at Hong Kong. — Ex. 

Cost of the Yello\v Fever. — Loss of life by yellow fever in the 
South last year is estimated at about 29,000 persons, and of money 
and trade at from $175,000,000 to $200,000,000 — as great as the loss 
from the Chicago fire. But some good is likely to come out of this- 
calamity. It is thought that henceforth quarantine regulations will be 
more thoroughly established than they have ever been. Apart from 
death and human suffering, negligence is the worst kind of political 
economy. Expenditure of one-twentieth part of what the fever has 
cost might have prevented it altogether. 

Air Purifier. — A singular scheme for purifying the air of large 
towns has been proposed to the Society of Arts. It contemplates the 
erection of large and very lofty chimneys, to act as vast ventilators or 
air shafts for an entire city. Such a chimney would not only keep up- 
a constant circulation of the air, but might carry off all the smoke of the 
town, and even the gas from the sewers as well. A modified and more 
practicable form of this plan is to provide a tall chimney for each block 
of houses, connecting all the smaller chimneys in the block with it. — 
Ledger. 

New Anaesthetic. — A novel anaesthetic has been tried with great 
success in Paris by M. Paul Bert. It is a mixture of nitrous oxide and 
oxygen under tension. Under ordinary pressure the mixture has no- 
anaesthetic effect, but under tension it produces entire insensibility* 
The pulse and complexion of the patient remain normal while under 
its influence, and there is no injurious reaction, the waking being calm 
and quiet. — Ledger. 

Astronomical Observations. — There appears to be no doubt 
that the atmosphere at great elevations above the sea-level is best ad- 
apted for astronomical observations, so far as transparency is con- 
cerned ; but according to Prof. S. P. Langley , of the Alleghany Obser- 
vatory, Pa. , there is no gain in steadiness. This conclusion is based 
upon his own experience in the West and on Mount Etna. — Ledger. 

Trichinae Destroyed by Sulphurous Acid. — An effective 
method of destroying trichinae in pork has been discovered. The ad- 
dition of a small proportion of sulphurous acid to the brine in which the 
pork is salted destroys the worms without injury to the meat. Such, 
says the Lancet, is the result of a number of experiments to test the 
relative value of different destructive agents. — Ledger. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULA. 



Mild Zinc Ointment. — Having used in a large number and great 
variety of diseases the above ointment, we give the formula, which is 
as follows: 

^R 01. oliveopt 2ounoes. 

Spermaceti 1 ounce. 

I i Cera alba 6 drachms. 

Zinc ox. alba 160 grains. 

Acid benzoin 10 ** 

Sulph. morph 10 " 

Otto roses 2 drops. 

The first three articles are to be melted, and while warm the other 
articles are to be added, after being finely pulverized and mixed toge- 
ther ; the whole to stand until its natural consistence is formed. 

This ointment can be used in almost every variety of ophthalmic dis- 
ease, either acute or chronic, in opacity of the cornea, in nebulae, etc. 
We have found it very valuable in ophthalmic diseases. It is also very 
valuable as a local application for tetter and salt rheum; excellent as a 
• dressing for indolent ulcers, as well as wounds in general. — American 
Med. JoumaL 

Gentian and Rhubarb Draught. — 

B Infus. rhei Jss 

Tr gfntlanse M. xxx. 

Sodii bicarbonatis I?r. x. 

8pts. chlorofornil M. x. 

Aq. men th. piper qa. ad ,^J. M 

Alkaline Columbo Draught. — 

R Sodii bicarb gr. x. 

Tr. auranlii coit M. xxx. 

lufus. columbBB qs. ad oz. J. 

The two preceding formulas are from St. Bartholomew Hospital's 
pharmacopoeia and are said by Dr. T. Lauder Brenton to * * work 
wonders" in cases of chronic gastric catarrh with flatulence — the 
** windy spasms" of old women. — Ncu^ Remedies, 

Hair Dye without Lead or Silver. — 

No. I. 

R Citrate of bismuili one ounce. 

Rose water two ** 

Distilled water two " 

Alcohol five drachms. 

Ammonia, sutficieut. 

No. 2. 

Hydrosulpliate of soda 12 drachms 

Distilled water 4 ounces. 

Each solution is to be applied separately. — Mich, Med. News. 

Oxide of Zin(i. — Oxide of zinc is recommended as a specific for 
the tremor of chronic alcoholism. 

IS 
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Chloral as a Counter-irritant. — Made into a ihass with gum 
tragac^inth, spread on paper and applied to the skin, it will produce a 
blister without pain. Applied as a powder, on cotton, it causes a pain- 
ful burning sensation. By the former method, a portion is absorbed 
and the patient falls asleep. Its action is not so uniform as cantharides, 
but it is a mild vesicant, or an agreeable revulsive. The author quoted 
would commend such * 'chloral paper*' to physicians, the more so, as it 
will keep for months without losing its activity if well prepared — Drug. 
Circ, and Chem, Gazette, 

Cough Mixture for Consumption. — 

B Morph. sulpb grs. ij. 

Acidi sulph. dil gtt. ij. 

Mix et adde 

Tr. serpentariaB J i 

Vini aotimonii 

Vini ipecacuanbee aa ^ij. 

Tr. anisi zj. 

Syr. prunl virgin Jjv. 

Mix ft aol. 

Dose, a teaspoonful every two or three hours. — Louisviile Medical 

News. 

In Chronic Bronchitis. — 

B Tinct benzoin eo 3 IJ. 

Pulv. tragacanth 2; gs. 

Aquee cinuam ^Ifj. 

Dose, two drams. — lb. 

Dr. Kitchener's Peristaltic Persuaders. — 

B Solid ext. of rhubarb jjss 

Oil of caraway gtt x 

Syrup q. 8. 

Divide into forty pills. Take two at bed time, and a mild evacua- 
tion will follow the next day. 

For Freckles. — Prof. James C. White, of Howard, recommends 
the following : 

B Hydrg. bicbloridi gr vj 

Acidi muriatlci dil z 1 

Aquse 3 Iv 

Alcohol 

Aq. rosae, aa i jj 

Glycerine 3 J 

Mix. To be applied carefully at night. — Michigau Med, News, 

To Restrain Excessive Secretion and in Hemorrhage. — 

B Acidi tannic! /. gr. v. 

Acidi nitrici dil m vj. 

Inf. gentian co 5 y. 

'^Louisinlle Med, News, ' 
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Toothache Remedy. — Mr. C. A. Guild writes to the Clinic : 
In last week's issue you quote Dr. Lardier on collodion for toothache, 
I have found collodion mixed with enough carbolic acid to form a jelly- 1 

like mass to be an excellent remedy for toothache. About equal parts 
will form a stiff jelly, which may be taken on one end of a pine stick 
and placed in the cavity of the aching tooth. The pain will be relieved 
almost instantly if it depends on an exposed nerve. I have found it the 
most reliable and convenient remedy I ever tried. 
Please dont swallow it. — Ed. Record. 

In Syphilitic Skin Diseases, Cachexia, etc. — 

K Potlod gr, J-vj. I 

tip. am. arom m J-v. ' 

tiyr. sarssB m X-3J. | 

Aqu» 3y-5»8 or 3 J- 

— lumismUc Med. News. 

In Irritable Stomach of Young Children, with Vomiting 
of Sour and Curdled Character. — 

B Pot Bromld g. j-iij. 

MiHt. oretsB 5 j-ij. 

Syrupl q. 8. 

—lb. 

A New Hypnotic. — Prof. H. C. Wood, Jr. has analyzed the seeds 
of sophora speciosa, a native plant of Texas, and has detected a new 
alkaloid, which he names sophoria. Half of one of the seeds is said to 
be sufficient to produce delicious exhilaration, followed by a sleep last- 
ing one or two days. — Hospital Gazette. 

A Useful Aperient. — 

S Magnesiffi gr. v->x. 

P. rhei gr. iij-x. 

P. cinnam. co : gpr. )~iij. 

—lb. 

\ Laxative Tonic Pills.— (Dr. Parish.) 

R Powdered aloee gr. xl 

Solid extract rhubarb 9 iv 

*' *' gentian gr. xl 

Oil of caraway gtt xij M. 

Make thirty pills. Dose, one to two pills before dinner. 

• 

To Remove Dry Putty. — By passing over the putty a hot iron 
or other metal, it is rendered so soil that it may readily be separated 
from the wood. This is better than slashing the sash with a sharp knife. 
— Drug. Circ. and Cktm. Gazette. 

Capsicum with Quinia. — Prof. W. V. Thompson says that 
either capsicum, ginger, or other aromatics, combined with quinia, will 
diminish the amount required of the latter. — Md. Med. foumal. 

Liquor Arsenicalis in Prickly Heat. — ^This remedy is highly 
recommended by a writer in the Indian Medical Gazette. He gives it 
in the usual doses. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



PROFESSIONAL FRA TF.RNITY. 

The Sefislon of the American Medical Assooiaticm, recently held In this flty, will 
long be remembered hy those of the Profession who i)articlp{ite<l in its reunion. It 
was not only a great pleasore, but a high i>rivlh*ge to meet tlie membew of tliis Body 
as professional brethren, and as noble, genen>us- hearted, courteous genttemen. The 
unity of feeling, harmony of action, the earnestnens and dignity of discussion and the 
entire «ite»i/e corcttate that characterize*! the proceedings of the Sessions were most 
delightful and grateful to all pre^sent, and evinced that in true Medical Science, con- 
flicting theories are rather for the puri>08c» of eliciting and establishing a truth than 
for the bluster of a vain and dogmatic speculation. Science Is ))road, cosmopolitan 
and untramelled by prejudice in the viniiication of it« tenets. It strives t« prove its 
positions, to demonstrate phllosopliic.al principles by its own 11 l)eral anil true light, 
establishiog them upon the solid )}aHis of facts that cannot be controverted ; thus 
making the elucidation clear as noonday and stitisfactoiy to those int«reste<l. 

And it is the province of Medical Science to present an opposing front t/O all error 
within its ranks, to Investigate every proposition witli a Jealous tliouij^h impartial 
eye, and, conscious of the dignity and responsibility of its position, bring forward all 
Its potent energy to refute and deniollsli blatant impositions upon suffering hu- 
manity. 

We are glad to feel that our l)ret.hren seemed to be Impi'essed more Uian ever with 
the truth that in every organization unanimity of purposi^ an<i a<*tion is a most force- 
ful foctor in its efliciency, and tliat zeal and harmony in the pi*osecutlon of its 
objects will follow such union, and cherish the kindliest fraternal feelings among the 
membersof the body. Strife and dlKsension anions individuals or bodies of men 
must always end in disastrous results to the success of a good cause and to the te;ndcr 
ties of friendship and brotherhootl. 

Amid the turmoils and hanvssing cares of life, these rennions of men of one heart, 
one object and one noi)le ambition, are most refreshing in a fricndl.v aspect. We, as 
professional and editorial brethren, will feel all the better for having met each other 
face to face, given the hand a cordial grasp, and Int'Crchangod views upon the topics 
most interesting and imiK>rtant to us as cfm/>r/*/'» in Medical Journalism; thus cem- 
enting our action in the same grand and noble objects. Jliet us cortlially exchange our 
respective Journals, rea<l them and profit by tiieir contents, and encoumge all the 
Profession to come up mightily to the help oflthe ever onwtird and upwartl movement 
in Medical Science. 

As a social success, tlie convening of the American Meirlical Association In 
Atlanta w&s notable and most pleasant. The noble, high toned gentlemen composing 
the Body were received with open hearts and hands by our best society, and left 
nothing but pleasing impressions upon all who met them ; and compliments fkx>m 
-the press of Atlanta, and from all clas.ses of citizens were numerous, and, we have no 
doubt, were sincerely uttered. Not only the Profession of the city, but our social 
circles also, enjoyed the presence of the brotherhootl amongst us, and a host of kind 
wishes followed them to their respective homes. 

Despite the many b(m8 moUi thrown at the Medical Profession, the remarks made 
in regard to its " peopling cemeteries," " humbugging the credulous," " making cap- 
ital of human suffering," etc., it cannot be denied, and we say it not boastlngl.y, but 
grateftilly, that the " Doctors " are on a whole, favorites in social and family circlesi 
and are noted for their kindness, courtesy and friendly confidence. God grant we 
may all endeavor to deserve in the best and highest sense the appreciative favor, the 
confldenoe and patronage of our friends ! 

The convening of the American Medical Association in Atlanta, May 6th, 1879, 

will be marked with a white stone. Farewell, my brethren ! may the Omnipotent 
Sovereign of all nations of the earth spare our lives, and may we meet again in the 
great metropolis of the American Union, in 1S80. P. 
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN MEDICAL EDITORS. 

The above Association convened at 8 o'clock p.m.. May 6th, In the 
Benate Ciiamber, Atlanta, Ga., and was called to order by president 
W. Bnxlie, of Detroit, who requested Dr. R. C. Word, of Southern Med- 
ical Recorp, to act as Secretary. 

The following gentlemen appeared and registered as members, to wit : 

Dr. L, Connor— Detroit Lancet. 

Dr. Duncan Eve, Dr. D. J. Roberts— Southern Practitioner. 
Dr. Frank Woodbury— Boston Medical and SurRical Journal. 
W. P. Jones, M. B.— Southern Journal of Medical and Physical Sci- 
ence, Nashville. 
Dr. E. S. Dunster — Michigan Medical News. 
Dr. T. S. Powell— Southern Medical Keeord. 
Dr. TheophiluR Parvin — American Practitioner. 
Dr. W. T. Goldsmith— Southern Medical Record. 
Dr. A. N. Bell— The Sanitarian. 

Dr. J. G. Westmoreland— Atlanta Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Dr. Wm. Brodie — New preparations. 
Dr. Robert C. Word — Southern Medical Record. 
Dr. Dudley S. Reynolds — Medical Herald, Louisville. 
Dr. J. V. Shoemaker — Medical Bulletin. 
Dr. Stephen Smith 

Dr. Brodie made an able and interesting address on the History^ Scope^ 
Duty and Destiny of Atnerican Medical Joumattt. Our space will not 
allow its publication, but we hope that some of the larger journals will 
publish it. 

A resolution suggested by the Speaker, condemnatory of ad vertising 
patented and copyrighted nostrums was moved by Prof. Dimstcr, and 
elicited remarks from Drs. Davis, Connor, Parvin and others. 

The res(»lution was adopted and referred to American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

Dr. Brodie alluded to the illiberal ity of a certain journal in refusing to 
exchange with cheaper and smaller journals: whereupon the following 
re:$olution, by Dr. Jones, of Nashville, was adopted. 

Resolved, That the members of tnis Association report nt the next 
annual meeting such journals as may decline to exchange with them. 

Dr. Parvin made touching allusion to the death of Dr. Hays and Dr. 
Waddell since last meeting, and moved the appointment of a committee 
to prepare a paper on the same; adopte<l : 

Committee : Drs. Parvin, Davis and Btjll. 

Dr. W. T. Goldsmith introduced the following resolution: ^ 

Resolved, That the articles of this Assiociation shall be amended to 
read as follows : 

** The Association of Amedcan Medical Authors and Editors." 

To be acted on at next meeting. 

On motion, Dr. Davis, Parvin and Reynolds, were appointed a Com- 
mittee to Consider Ways and Means for Improving the Interests of the 
Meetings, and to report at next meeting one or more themes for discus- 
. sion. 

Remarks were made by Drs. Davis, Powell, Woodbur^r, Goldsmith, 
Connor, Reynolds and others. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year are Dr.S.T. Powell, of Southern 
Medioal Record, Atlanta, Ga., President; and Dr. Frank Woodbury, of 
Boston Medical Journal, Vice President 

Dr. Powell returned his thanks for the honor conferred, in eloquent 
and appropriate remarks, and the Association acUourned until day before 
the meeting of the American Medical Association, in New York, 1880. 

R. C. Word, m.d., Secretary. 



TO EVERY SUBSCRIBER who has not paid hl.ssii]>RcrIption we respcctftilly 
and kindly say we are neodlng money. Please remit. R. C. Word. 



19^ Southern Medical Record. 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The above body, compoHed of eminent and representative men of the Professloa 
ftom evferj' State In the Union, convened^ in Atlanta, Georgia, May the Cth inst., at 
11 o'clock ajn., In the Opera House. 

As our space will not pennit the publication of the minutes in detail we will at- 
tempt only a synopsis of the more Important measures. 

The General Sessions were held In the Opera House dally, at ftrom 9>^ to 1 o'clock, 
and the several Bectlons met at ditfbrent lialla, at 8 o'clock p.m. 

The Association was called to order by the President, Dr. Theophilus Parvln, of 
Indianapolis. 

Dr. J. P. Logan, of our city, Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, mad* 
the address of welcome in warm and appropriate language. 

After the registration ot members, a very able, interesting and eloquent address 
was delivered by Dr. Parvln, the President. The address made aprofound Impression 
and is regarded among the finest, most erudite and brilliant eflorts ever made on a 
similar occasion. 

Among the measures first introduced were resolutions by Dr. Seguln, ofNew 
York, favoring the general adoption of the Metric System In the United States. The 
resolutions were adopted. 

On the second day ot the General Session, a oommunicatiou against the removal 
of the duty on quinine was presented, which occasioned much Interest and resulted 
In decided opposition -the proposition being tabled, and a large majority voting for 
a request to Congress to abolish the duty upon quinine. 

A paper by Dr. S. Blllups, of Washington, on^'Sanitaiy matters" was read by Dr. 
Woodward. The advantages and necessity of national quarantine were fully set 
forth. 

An amendment to the Code of Ethics against teaching students of irreguls^i* "yp" 
tems of medicine was discussed. Professor E. S. Dunster spoke in opposition to the 
amendment. His remarks were forcible, logical and Impressive. 

After considerable discussion, a motion to lay the amendment on the table until 
next year prevailed. 

An able paper on " Pus " was read by Dr. Moso« Gunii, of Chicago. 

On the third day of the (General Sc^lon, the Committee on Nominations reported 
as follows, which was ailopted : 

REPORT ON NOMINATIONS. 

President, Dr. LEwm A. Sayrb, of New York. 

Ist. Dr. R. Beverley Cole, of California. 
2d. Dr. E. M. Hunt, of New Orleans. 
Sd. Dr. H. O. Marcy, of Massachussetts. 
4th. Dr. P. P. Porcher, of South Carolina. 
Treasurer, Dr. R.^J. Dungllson, of Pennsylvania. 
Librarian, Dr. Wm. Lee, of Llie District of Columbia 
Committee on Llbrao't Dr. Johnson Eliot, D. C. 
Assistant Secretary, Dr. Walt«»r Gillette, New York. 
Next place of meeting. New York ; time, first Tuesday in June 1880. 
Committee of Arrangements In New York : Drs. L. O. Vanderpool, Stephen Smith, 
W. M. Polk, Robert Weir. Charles I. Paldee . A.A. Smith, T.F. Sabine, J. Hutchison 
(Brooklyn), H. M. Burton, of Troy, and Dr. Parker, of Poughkeepsie. 
Committee on Prize Essays, Dr. Austin Flint., Chairman. 

I^aetice^ etc,, Dr. S. Lynch, of Md. 
Obstetrics, etc., Dr. Albert Smite, • f Pa. 
Surgery, etc., Dr W. T. Briags, of Tenn. 
State Medicine, etc.. Dr. J. F. jaibbard, of Indiana. 
^ OpTUhcamology, dte. J)r. Boollng A. Pope, of La. 
Committee on Necrologj% Dr. J. M. Toner, of D. C, Chairman. 
Committee to Represent the Association Abroad, Dis. Seguln, Yandell, Costa, 
Guun, Turn bull, Warren and Hodgson. 

Committee on Public Hygiene and Its Regulation by Congress, Drs. Pratt, Davis, 
Garceion, Gross and Bell. 

The prize for Essay the past year was awarded to Dr. McLane Hamilton, of New 
York. Subject : " Primary and Secondary Degeneration of the Lateral Columns of 
the Spinal Conl." IMze awarded, $100. 

THE SECTIONS. 

In the Section on I*ractlce of Medicine, there were presented at the several meet- 
ings the following papers : ^ ^_ 

A paper on practice, " Materia Medlca and Philosophy," by Dr. Rochester, OfNew 
York. 

** Clinical and Meteorological Records," by Dr. Davis, of Chicago. 

" Experience of Consumptives, etc., in Colorado," by Dr. Dennison, of Colorado. 

*' Water in the Treatment of Diseases," by Dr. L. D. Bulklev, of New York. 

Dr. Rochester's paper in favor of quarantine against yellow fever gave rise to a 
discussion exhibiting much dlfi'erence of opinion as to the question of importation 
of the disease. A minority favored a national system of quarantine. 

A paper on " Veratrum V^lrlde," by Dr. G. F. Cooper, of Ga. 

" Plastic Bronchitis, with Ca.«^es," by Dr. Glasgow, of Mo. 

" Inflammation of the Hulr Follicles of the Beard," by Dr. Shoemaker, of Phila- 
delphia. 

These several papers were discussed by the members present. 

At the Section of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, there was pre- 
sented a pajM^r on " Tubo-Ovarlan Pregnancy-Operation," by Dr. Robert Buttey , of 
Georgia. 



\ice Presidents ; 



Clialrmcn of Sections : 
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'* filecboUsis of Fibroid ,** by Dr. E. Cutter, of MaRSachusetts. 

" DysmenorrboBA," by Dr. w. H. Kyford, of IlUnolH 

Dr. Danster, of Mlcbfgan, made some remarks in whicb facts were mentioned 
tending to show that the method of constipating the bowels after ihe operation for 
lasoerated perineum was an error. 

The new ** iivneooioglcal Table " devised by Dr. Chad wick, of Boston, wos pres- 
ented and expluned by Dr Marcy. 

A paper on " Treatment of Uierlne Displacements by the Stem-Pessary," by Dr, 
£. Cutter, of Mass. 

Anew " Instrument for Oporal ion for Vesico- Vaginal Fistula, wllh Cases, etc.." 
by £. A. Turnlnseed, of b.C. It embraces a number of different Instruments combined 
in one, displaying great mechanical ingenuity. 

Drawings, with " Remarks on Lascerated Perineum " were presented by Dr. 
Pollen, of New York. He described his operation of the '* Amputation of the Cervix," 
which he styled '* Vaglno-CervispUuity." 

Dr. Marcy addressed the Section on Dr. Garland's ** Plan of Treating Prolapse of 
the Cord by Rotating the Body of the Foetus in the Uterus, and thus Winding the 
Cord upon the Body?' 

At the Section on Suigery, was read a paper on " Deformities of Face and Hands, 
occasioned by Cicatrical Contraction fW)m Burns, with Cases." 

A paper on ** Aspiration of Knee Joint, with Cases," by Dr. H. O. Marcy, of Mass. 

The lollowlng papers were read by Dr. Turnipseed, of b. C. : 

*'' New Surgical Needle, Curved and Sprine Clamp at Points." 

*' New Apparatus for Treatl^ Fracture ofthe Clavicle, with Cases." 

** New Method of Reducing Dislocation of Kibow Joint, with Cases. 

A voluntary paper on a case of '* Chronic Dislocation of Hip Joint " was read by 
Dr. Matham, or KauBas. 

Specimens of Calculi were exhibited by Dr. Dawson, of Ohio. 

A paper was read by Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, of New York, on the " Treatment of 
Pott's Disease by Suspension and Retention of the Improved Position by the plaster 
of Paris Bandage." The Doctor Illustrated his plan by the application of the bandage 
to a patient in the presence of the Association. 

A paper was reiMl on '* Amputations by Open Cone-Shape4 Method," by Dr. J. E. 
Link, of Indiana. 

A paper on *' Urinary Calculus, with 46 Cases," bv Dr. H. F. Campbell, of Georgia. 

A paper on " Ecraseur for Removal of Uterine Tumors," Invented by the author. 
Dr. Wm. Scott. 

" Treatment of Hemorrhoidal Tumors by Carbolic Aoid Injection," by Dr. J. 
Weist, of Indiana. 

^ Nature of Ctonorrhoea," by Dr. Maddox, of Md. 

" Perltyphitlc Abscess Opening into the Bladder and Rectum," by Dr. Rochester. 

A new Instrument for the " Aamluistration of Ancesthctics," by Dr. A. M. Pollock, 
of Penn. 

In the Section embracing Medical Jurisprudence, Chemistry, Psycology, State 
Medicine and Hygiene, an elabomte and luter(*stlng paper was r ad on ** State Medi- 
cine and State Medical Societies," bv Dr. S. E. Chille, of New Orleans. 

Dr. E.Seguln, of New York, read a scientific paper, In wbi()h it was held that the 
education of the intellect of idiots must begin by the education of the senses. A 
case in point was related. 

A paper on "New Principles of Protective Sanitation in Relation to Public 
Hy^dene/' by Dr. H. R. Storer, of R. I. 

Resolutions were adopted asking all physiclnns to aid the censuH agents in pro- 
curing statistics of mortality, by keeping a record of all their case<4 from the first of 
January, and ursing the organisation of State and County Societies. 

A paper on*' Treatment of Small Pox in the Initial Stages of the Fever," by Dr. 
A. S. Payne, of Va. 

In the Department of Ophthalmology, a paper was read on *' Ivorj' Bony Tumor 
ofthe Socket ofthe Eve." 

Also a paper on ** Impairment of Sight ftx>m Excessive Doses of Quinine," bj' Dr. 
Voorhees, of Memphis. 

Papers on '* Cataract " were read by Drs. Pope, Calhoun and Knapp. 

A paper on the "Operative (\ire of Cystoid (Icat ix Following Operations for 
Cataract and Glaucoma,'' by Dr. Reynolds, of Louisville. 

After passing the usual resolutions of thanks, and feeling and appropriate ad- 
dresses by the outgoiug and incoming Presidents, the Association adjourned. 

We have only to and that the occasion was a great one for Atlanta, and one to 
which our citizens will ever recur with recollections of pride and pleasure. W. 



EDITORIAL Dinner, 

The Editorsof this Journal had the pleasure of entertaining a number of the 
Editors of Medical Journals ofthe United States, at the residence of Dr. Powell, dur- 
ing the Session of th» American Medical Association in this city. 

About fifteen Medical Journals were represented. There were Parvin, the accom- 
plished scholar and President of the American Medical Assoclalion; Dr. Brodie, 
President of the Editorial Association : Dr. Dunster, the succ^^ssful teacher in the 
Michigan University, and Editor; Dr. Reyiolds. Kentucky's brilliant optician ; Dr, 
Bnlkely, the American dermatologist ; Dr. Cole, the first Vice President of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, from California ; Langdon B. Edwanis, the successful young 
Joamallst, of Virginia ; lir. Connor, the able teacher and editor ; Dr. Woodbury, the 
young and talented representative ofthe Boston Medical Journal ; Dr. Bell, the able 
•Bd custingaished sanitarian, of New York ; Dr. Sharpe ; Dr. Jones, of Tennessee ; T, 
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P. Wood, of N. C; Dr. Shoemaker, of Philadelphia, and other dlBtingukiied 
adepts and gentlemen of tbe Medical I^fession. 

The flow of wit and humor from these gentlemen would, if correctly reported, 
fill our columns. All were in good splrlst, and the toiusts and speeches were appro- 
priate, brilliant and sparkling. It was a gathering of talent, culture and scholarship 
worthy the Medical Profession of any nation. It was au occasion long to be remem- 
bered, and one of the most pleasant of our lives. . W. T. G. 



MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA, 

The Medical A^ssociation of Georgia at Rome, on 16th ult. was well attended. The 
hospitality extended to members by the Profession and citizens was warm and liberal. 
The following are the otHcers elected for the ensuing year : 

Dr. Jos. A. Eve, President. Dr. K. P. Moore, Treasurer. 

Dr. J. C. Lie Hani y, Ist Vice President. Dr. W.S,Kendrick, Orator. 

Dr. B. R. Dostor. 2d Vice President. Dr. W. B. wells, ) n^^o^-p 

Dr. James B. Balrd, Secretary. Dr. J no. S. Coleman, / ^^^sora. 

OotnmiUeeon Publicalion. 

Jas. B. Balrd, ex ofQcio ; K. P. Moore : W. S. Armstrong; V. H. Taliaferro; Wm. 
Abram Love. 

Committee on Necrology, 

R. P. Myers ; H. V. Johnson : W. H. Hall ; W. A. Love : A. Sibley Campbell. 

OommtUee on State Board of HeaUh. 

Ja&B. Balrd ; W.S.Armstrong; C. A. Simpson; W.A. Love; J. C. LeHardy. 
Delegate* to the American Medical A»9ociat%on^ Atlanta, May W7i, 1W79. 

Wm O Daniel, W T Goldsmith, 

J C LeHardy, P H Wright. 

J P Logan, E L Conn ally, 

H F Campbell, - T J Word, 

Robt. Batiey, G F Cooper, 

T S Hopkins, W D Hoyt, 

V H Taliaferro, L A Dugas, 

W F Holt, J G Westmoreland, 

A P Taylor, J G Thomas, 

J T Banks, F A Stanford, 

A W Calhoun, T H Keenan, 

£ J Roach, J T Johnson. 

J B S Holmes, 

A Resolution was passed iuvltlng^all who have been dropped ftom the roll Ibr 
non-payment of dues to reunite with the Organization upon the payment to the 
Secretary of 52.00 at any time during the present year. 



ELECTION OF FACULTY, 

We are authorized to st^te that a meeting of the Board of Trustees of tbe 
Southern Medical College will beheld on the Itfth of June, for the purpose of electing 
Professors to the several Chairs of the Institution. 



Notice of ConvenLion of Colleges, Book Is'oticea and Subsa'ibera Receipted Are croyrded 
out and will appear in next issue. 

SPECIAL ISrOTICES. 

ARCrfunental Wine. Sneer's Port Grape Wine is a pure, unintoxlcatlng Wine, 
from the finest native grown Port Grapes, especially for the use of Christian Churches, 
and guaranteed to retain its grateful flavor and essential qualities unimi>aired for 
any i>eriod. Much used for evening parties and by invalids. For sale by druggists. 

Messni. Parke, DaTls A €o.. of Detroit, Mich., have for the pa^t few years 
enjoyed the reputation of being one of the most enterprising Arms in America, in in- 
troducing new remedies and disseminating useful information regarding them. They 
have their own ttgeuts in Mexico, South Amciictv, Great Britain, and on the Con- 
tinent, who are constantly seeking out new remcdias, and procuring facts regaiding 
thelrmedlcal value. Their list of uianufuctures comprises : Fluid and Solid Extracts , 
Sugar-Coated Pills, Medical Lozenges, Medicatefl Syrups, Elixirs, Wines and Syrups, 
Medicated.CoUodions, Confections, Cerates, Eflci-vest'ent Salts, Fumigating Pastilles, 
Pepsin, Pancreatine, Ergotine, A(iua Ammonia?, Chem. Pure Chloroform, Empty 
Capsules, Chlor-Anodyue, etc., etc.— New liemedies, 

Paris, February 20th, 1879. 

Ediiora North CaroUna Medical Journal. 

Gi-ntlemen: *<•<•*<« A Me<llciue has recently been introduced into Prance 
by our enterprising countrymen, Meawrti. Wm. K Warner 4k Co.. of Philadelphia 
JNOLUVIN (a jxiwder prescribed in the same manner and dose as Pepsin), prepared 
from the gizzard of the chicken. I am pleased to be able to chronicle the fact, that, in 
three cases of pronounced alonic dyspepsia and In one case of chronic indigestion, It 
has acted like a charm -promptly relieving all disagreeable symptoms, and restoring 
the stomach to its proper functions. My patients, who had previously tried without 
bcneflt all ordinary forms of pepslne, bismuth, cerium, nux vomica, etc., etc^ are de- 
lighted with this new remedy, and assure me that they experienced beneflt nom the 
first dose. Hereafter I shall prescribe it liberally and with great confidence in its the- 
rapeutic value. Very truly and respectfully yours, 
*^ EDWARD WAEIREN, (BEY) M.D., C. M. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



CROVPUS PNEUMONIA, A SPECIFIC INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 



BY A. (>. HOBBS, M. D., OF INDIANA. 



Perhaps there is no other disease whose history can show such a var- 
iety of medical opinions, and none other is a better example of the 
great advancement of our science in etiology and pathology than 
croupus pneumonia. Yet to-day, notwithstanding the advanced views 
on the pathology of this disease, the treatment has, by no means, kept 
pace with the pathological advancement. 

Improved therapeutics, though, seldom fail to follow quickly in the 
footsteps of advanced knowledge in this branch. 

It is strange that the great Sydenham of the seventeenth century fell 
so far short of an accurate description of this disease when the ancient 
Hippocrates described it so nearly in accordance with modern views. 

I shall restrict myself in this paper to the discussion of this form of 
pneumonia and shall occupy the most of it in giving my reasons for 
believing in its specificicity. It shall be my object to present a resume 
of the late writings upon this subject, especially those of the Germans, 
rather than to introduce anything original. 

Contrary to the old idea that pneumonia is a local disease with con- 
stitutional symptoms, I believe it is now thfe generally accepted opinion 

of thoie who have studied the disease closely that it is a constitutional 
16 
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disease with localized symptoms. The specific morbific element ex- 
pending itself principally upon the lungs, making those organs the seat 
of the localized symptoms, just as are Peyer's patches the seat of those 
symptoms in typhoid fever. 

Croupus pneumonia belongs to that class of diseases which are very 
widely distributed. It regards not degrees of latitude and is not more 
frequent in one clime than in another. It may be found in the tropics 
and in the frigid zone as well as in the temperate. This is not the case 
with other pulmonary diseases, but, on the contrary, catarrh, bron- 
chitis, pleuritis, etc., increase in frequency as we pass from the tropics 
to the higher latitudes. 

The season of the year has a very different effect upon the frequency 
of pneumonia as compared with catarrh, bronchitis and pluritis. From 
the London mortality tables which give 5,600 cases pneumonia, 2,300 
cases catarrh and 2,300 cases pleuritis, we find the two latter diseases 
much more uniformly distributed throughout the year than pneumonia 
(when I use the term * 'pneumonia" unqualified, the croupus variety is 
meant.) 

More than two-thirds of all the cases that occur during the year are 
met with during the winter and spring months. Croupus pneumonia 
occurs in annual cycles just as endemic diseases do generally and a re- 
markable coincidence is found to exist between its prevalence and that 
of typhoid fever. 

These characteristics, of themselves, do not prove croupus pneumo- 
nia to be a specific disease, but they indicate something radically dif- 
ferent firom the other pulmonary disorders and at least lead us to study 
the disease more closely. 

The communities which live mostly out-of-door lives are less liable 
tp croupus pneumonia than those whose occupations are carried on in- 
doors; this is proved by English statistics as well as the most reliable 
United States statistics we can find. 

The rural districts of England give eight deaths to every 10,000 of 
the population, while the cities give 20. The meagre statistics upon 
this subject in the United States give many more cases according to the 
population in the cities than in the country districts. 

Now since all diseases of an infectious nature are found much more 
abundantly in the thickly populated districts than in the country, this 
fact alone tends towards the infectious nature of pneumonia. Every 
one knows that this is not the case with catarrh, bronchitis, etc., but 
just the reverse is true. 

It is an old belief that those who have strong constitutions are espe- 
cially liable to contract pneumonia, but if we will consult the statistics 
of our prisons and hospitals we will find that the reverse of this is true. 
A strong constitution protects against the disease. Convents, prisons 



Southern Medical Record. 203 

and hospitals are often scourged with the disease when the sailor, who is 
-exposed to all the vicissitudes of weather, goes free ; to find a single 
-case amongst this class is exceptionable; and it is an acknowledged 
fact that diseases which are due to specific causes are much more liable 
to attack those of a weakly constitution. Dietl found only 18 per cent, 
of previously healthy persons out of 750 cases of pneumonia, and Huss 

-only 16 per cent, out of more than 900 cases. 

It is customary for those who still hold to the old belief that pneumo- 
nia is a disease of local character to enumerate the exciting causes as 
follows : Chest contusions, perforating wounds, foreign bodies in the 
bronchi, a continued breathing of dust, a sudden chilling of the body, 
etc. Now, the autopsies of all cases on record which were said to 
have been caused by chest contusions have shown but a localized in- 
flammation of the lung tissues in the vicinity of the contused parts, the 
iung tissue no more inflamed than the contiguous parts. This cannot 
properly be called pneumonia ; it presents too few of the symptoms of 

that disease. 

Out of 8, 760 non-penetrating wounds of the chest taken from the 

army statistics of the late internecine war but six deaths occurred from 

pneumonia, a number so small that we cannot attribute the wound as 

the cause. 

Inflammation of the lung tissue brought about by penetrating wounds 

present but few of the symptoms of pneumonia. The inflammation 

seldom extends beyond the immediate vicinity of the wound, and. there 

is, I believe, but two cases recorded where the inflammation brought 

about by this cause extended to the opposite lung, and it is reasonable 

to suppose that it was but a coincidence in both of these cases instead of 

a cause. 

I believe the whole idea of traumatic pneumonia to be mythical; of 

course a lung may become inflamed from a traumatic cause, but the in- 
flammation is not pneumonia; it is simply the means that nature always 

employs to repair a traumatism. 

From the meagre statistics that I have been able to compile, stone 

<:utters, wood sawers, and others whose occupations continually expose 

them to air impregnated with dust and sand are no more liable to this 

•disease than other classes. 

The idea that pneumonia is ever caused by a chilling of the body does 

not seem to me to be tenable, and of 186 cases studied by Ziemsson 
with reference to this point, he states that it was possible for only ten 
of these to have been caused by the chilling of the body. Though every 
practitioner knows that by far the large majority of cases are ushered in 
with a rigor, yet should we not place the chill under the head of symp- 
tomatology than etiology ? If a chill be the primary cause of pneumo- 
nia, should we not be continually looking for that disease after every 
sudden chill we mest? 
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Why should it not then be much more frequent in the intensely mal- 
arious than in the non-malarious belts? It has never yet been proven 
that croupus pneumonia can be produced by any of the usual causes of 
inflammation. As in typhoid fever there must be a special exciting 
cause. 

According to Juergensen during the whole course of croupus pneu- 
monia, there is no relation between the local and the febrile symptoms 
nor dependence of the one upon the other. This is evident to all who 
have closely watched the disease at the bed-side. When but one lobe, 
or even a part of a lobe is involved, we find the severest and most con- 
tinuous fever, and, on the other hand, both lungs may be extensively 
complicated, and yet the febrile symptoms be very moderate. How 
are we to reconcile these facts if we attribute the fever and other con- 
stitutional symptoms to the local inflammation in the lungs ? Would it 
not be much more rational to attribute the whole line^ of symptoms to* 
some specific element centralizing its power principally upon the lungs- 
as we do in typhoid fever where we acknowledge the infection to be 
centralized upon the agminated glands ? 

To afford us an additional proof, no affection which arises from a 
local lesion presents so typical a course in point of time as is the case 
in croupus pneumonia. All the diseases which we regard as due to 
some specific cause are characterized by a certain duration in point of 
days, all the symptoms remaining as long as the virus retains its hold 
upon the organism, and just as soon as it begins to lose its sway, the 
recuperative powers of nature step in and assume the reins, and if vi- 
tality has not been taxed too severely convalescence is established. 

Croupus pneumonia belongs to that class of diseases that are said to* 
terminate by crisis, and, in fatal cases, not by asphyxia as is the case 
with catarrhal pneumonia and some other pulmonary diseases. 

A§ the fibrinous exudation in the lungs produces an increased resis- 
tance in the pulmonary circulation, and consequently an increased 
effort on the part of the heart, and as the continuous high fever calls for 
a more abundant interchange of gases, the heart is still farther called on 
for increased action to supply the deficiency, then we should look for 
the danger that threatens the heart and expect death from insufficiency 
of the right ventricle. 

Catarrhal pneumonia is but the extension of an inflammation of the 
bronchi to the pulmonary tissue, or the result of the closure of the in- 
flamed bronchi, and consequent collapse of that portion of the lung 
supplied by those bronchi. Here there is an exudation of serum only, 
while in croupus there is an exudation of both serum and fibrin. In- 
terstilial pneumonia is simply an inflammation and hyperaemia of the 
connective tissue of the lungs. 

The catarrhal form of pneumonia presents an entirely different clini- 
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cal history from the croupus form. In it, cateris parabus^ the severity 
as exactly in proportion to the amount of lung tissue involved ; in croupus 
no such proportion exists. Here death occurs from insufficiency of the 
respiratory organs ; in croupus it occurs at the heart. 

As stated before, croupus pneumonia terminates by crisis which, I 
Relieve, is a peculiarity of all specific infectious diseases. Diseases of 
this class have a regular course, a typical temperature, and have gene- 
rally a definite duration. Under this head we would place the disease 
in question, together with acute articular rheumatism, cerebro-spinal 

meningitis, typhoid fever, etc. 

Non-specific and non-infectious diseases are fluctuating in their 

►course, irregular in their temperature, and indefinite in their duration. 

Under this head, we would place catarrhal pneumonia, bronchitis, 

pleuritis, etc. 

Another feature which is peculiar to specific diseases is observed in 

•croupus pneumonia, /. e, the peculiar rise in the temperature which 

occurs in the beginning of defervescence. This is thought to be the 

partial reabsorption of the tnateries morbi, eliminated into the pulmonary 

tissues during the course of the disease. 

The morbific agent of this disease cannot be isolated, hence we have 

been obliged to study its etiology in comparison with other affections 

Jinown to be non-specific and non-infectious ; for this reason I have 

made my comparisons principally with bronchitis, pleuritis, etc., since 

they have always been regarded as bearing a very close relationship to 

pneumonia. 

These with many other reasons for the specificicity of croupus pneu- 
monia could be given, but my space does not admit of an exhaustive 
treatise upon the subject, and my object is only to call a few leading 
iacts to the attention of those who reason. I think that any one who 
will lay aside all preconceived opinions and impartially study this dis- 
-ease, not only from a clinical but from a theoretical standpoint, will 
'■come to the same conclusion that I have, /. e. that unless quantitative 
changes in one thing are followed by quantitative changes in another, 

there can be no causal connection between those things. 

Now this is not the case if we regard the local symptoms as the 

cause of the constitutional, for during the whole course of pneumonia 

there is no constant relation between the local and febrile symptoms, 

nor dependence of the one upon the other, hence the constitutional 

are not the sequence of the local symptoms, but without a doubt the 

iocal symptoms are the sequence of the constitutional. 

Now, since most diseases which are ushered in with constitutional 

-symptoms are due to some specific cause, it is nothing more than logical, 
with many other points in its favor, that we should call croupus pneu- 
monia a specific disease, and specific diseases are, as a general rule, in- 
-fectious. 
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In regard to the treatment, I shall make only a few brief remarks^ 
It is my opinion that those who claim to have aborted pneumonia have 
not recognized its different forms ; of course it is utterly futile to under- 
take to abort croupus pneumonia if it be of a specific and infectious- 
nature. It may be, and I believe is possible sometimes, to abort catar- 
rhal pneumonia, especially in children, with vigorous treatment begun 
in its incipiency. Quinine and veratrum, pushed almost to emesis, I 
am confident will sometimes accomplish this end. Croupus pneumonia, 
passing through all its stages in a very mild form and in an extraordi- 
narily short time may have the appearance of having been ** aborted." 

Perhaps before proceeding farther I had better give what could be 
regarded a typical case of croupus pneumonia ending in convalescence. 
The patient previously having had no warning is generally attacked 
by a chill, and, in the majority of cases, at night ; this is immediately 
followed with a high fever, a flushed face, a headache, a pain in the 
side, rapid breathing and a dry hacking cough. If the patient is visited, 
in a few hours, we find him lying upon his back with his head elevated, 
to facilitate breathing ; the alae nasi are moving ; the face has an anx-- 
ious expression and is slightly cyanosed ; when he coughs he presses his. 
side with his hand to ease the pain. By examining the pulse we find it 
ranging firom no to 130, and the thermometer in the axilla indicates sl 
temperature varying from 102^ to 105, sometimes much higher. Dur- 
ing the first 12 or 24 hours the physical signs do not indicate much; 
there may be a slight vesicular murmur. As the disease advances 
these signs are gradually intensified, the pulse and the temperature un- 
dergo a more or less diurnal change; the sputa turns from a whitish 
mucus to a brick-colored tenacious substance. 

These symptoms continue with but slight variations for from 5 to 8 or- 
9 days, when the temperature suddenly falls; the pulse becomes softer 
and less frequent; the breathing easier; the cough loosens and the patient, 
is a convalescent. When death occurs it is when the infectious ele- 
ment has reached its acme, and the heart has been overpowered. 

Rutherford, of the last century, lost one in three of his cases of pneu- 
monia ; he bled largely. Laenec lost one in seven ; he antimonied 
largely. Bennett claims to have lost only one in thirty-two by his ex- 
pectant plan, but it must be remembered that this included all forms of 
pneumonia, and I suspect a considerable number of simple bronchitis 
and pleuritis. It has been the experience of medical men since Ben- 
nett's time that 75 per cent, of all cases of croupus pneumonia will re- 
cover with no treatment other than dietetic. According to the German 
authorities ten or fifteen of the remaining twenty-five may be saved 
with proper treatment. 

Since we have recognized this disease as due to a specific cause, our 
object should be to sustain the system and not to combat the disease^ 
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and since the fatal result is due to the failure of the heart's action it 
should be our object to sustain that organ, and as the high fever is the 
principal factor in producing that failure, the first indication in the 
treatment is to lower the temperature. When the fever abates the force 
of the disease is broken. 

How are we to lower the fever ? The Germans do it by extracting 
the heat directly from the body with the cold bath. This is claimed by 
Juergensen to have proved wonderfully successful. 

Antipyretic remedies are largely used not only for the purpose of ex- 
tracting the heat, but to diminish its production. Quinine is the pre- 
ferable one because it has no exhausting effect upon the heart. It is 
given in very large doses, from 45 to 77 grains every alternate day. 
Salicylic acid is employed in even larger doses for its antipyretic pro- 
perties; salicylate ofsoda is sometimes preferred to the acid; crysophanic 
acid is also employed for its apyretic effects. Veratrine, by its con- 
trolling action upon the heart and (as some claim) by its strengthening 
action upon that organ, proves to be a valuable remedy. Aconite is 
used for its inhibitory action upon the heart. Stimulants, of course, 
are indicated in asthenic cases, since they not only spur the heart to 
renewed action, but directly enable it to perform more work. Opium 
and its preparations are valuable in relieving pain. Flannel cloths 
wrung out in hot water promote diaphoresis and a local anodyne action, 
and at the same time relieve the overcharged heart by promoting an 
increased peripheral circulation. 



CINCHONIA ALKALOID, 



BY T. S. LALLERSTEDT, M.D., OF GEORGIA. 



During the month of February, 1879, I received from Messrs. Powers 
& Weightman a hospital package each of cinchonia alkaloid and cin- 
chonia mixture, for which I return my sincere thanks. 

I have given it a thorough trial in my practice, and find that in 89 out 
of 100 cases it meets all the requirements of sulphates of quinine, cincho- 
nidia or cinchonia, and besides it is almost tasteless, and produces no 
roaring in the head as quinine or cinchonidia, or the dryness of sulphate 
of cinchonia; and besides all this it is so much cheaper than either of 
the other three articles named. 

I will give a few cases just as they occurred in my practice. 

ist Mr, W. C. Hook, 87 years of age, has been in poor health for 
nearly a year, having had a severe attack of remittent fever in April and 
May, 1878. On February 21st, 1879, ^ was called to see him, but being 
unable to go, I made inquiries about his case, and found he was having 
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genuine shaking ague every afternoon, lasting from one to three hours 
with very high fever ; ague coming on about 3 o'clock p. m. 
I sent the following : 

R Cinchon^a alkaloid grs 75 

divide into 15 powders. Was directed to give five each day, ahd last 
was to be taken half hour before expected chill. 

First day he only took 4, with light chill and no great deal of fever ; 
second day, he took 5, the chill arrested. He has, up to this time, 
had no return of chill. I saw him in the month of April and he was 
still doing finely. In this case I gave cinchonia with no combination 
of any other medicines, as I was desirous of seeing if it would do. I 
generally combine opii pulv. comp. and capsicum in all cases of chill, 
and in almost all cases of fever, I combine opii pulv. compound, or 
opii pulv. alone. 

2d. A lady was having chills. I sent her a quantity of cinchonia 
with direction for using it. It gave relief at once, and she has been 
doing well since. 

I treated one case of intermittent pneumonia with it, -with best of 
results, but it returned twice, on seventh day each timjC ; but on the third 
attack was cured. I continued the use of medicine for a week after 
patient was up and about. 

3d. Mrs. L. was attacked on Sunday night, March i6th, 1879, ^^^^ 
remittent fever. I gave 

Calomel grs vilj 

Aloes pnlv grs ij M. 

One powder as soon as fever began to cool. I gave cinchonia al- 
kaloid grs. V, every two hours until four doses had been taken. Dur- 
ing the height of fever I gave her tine, gelsemii, gtts. 1 5 every three 
hours, and when fever began to cool gave cinchonia every three hours 
and continued gelsemii also, and wrapped head up in cold cloths. 
Fever gave way by Wednesday morning, 19th March, and no return. 

I would ask my country brethren to give this alkaloid a fair trial. 
We who furnish our medicines and have to wait several months or 
years for our money must endeavor to find good, reliable and cheap 
medicines. We cannot afford to make large bills with our patrons. 
Quick cures and small bills I find to pay better than slow cures and 
large bills. 

Thermoscope and Hydroscope. — A novel thermoscope and 
hydroscope, the invention of Col. Aristide Gerard, has recently been 
patented both in this country and in Europe, and is controlled by the 
Automatic Safety Company, of No. 40 Charles street. New Orleans, La. 
This invention is designed for the speedy detection of abnormal heat 
or water in steamers and other vessels, and is said to be very effective. 
■ — Scientific American, 
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DIPHTHERIA. 



BY W. W. CARPENTER, M.D,, OF CALIFORNIA. 

Editor Southern Medical Record : 

In the February number of your excellent journal chlorate potass is 
recommended as the best remedy yet used in diphtheria. I deprecate 
such teaching. There is nothing in etiology more certainly established 
than that diphtheria is cryptogamic in origin. 

Such being the fact, the remedy should be anti-cryptogamic. Such a 
remedy, in its greatest power and perfection, is the liquefied gas acid 
sulphurosii, Potassa chloras, ferri mur. and their class constitute the 
chlorine treatment — a treatment based on the chemical theory of conta- 
gium. As a remedy in diphtheria it addresses itself to the Cjff^ec/ with- 
out any regard to the cause of the disease. If it oxygenates the blood 
faster than the bacteria devitalizes it by abstracting that vital element 
therefrom, you may eventually save your patient. But even in that 
event it will take you fifteen days to accomplish what you would effect 
in twelve hours with acid sulphurous. 

But potassa chloral cannot be borne in sufficient quantity to cure an 
asthenic case of diphtheria without causing a dangerous, if not fatal, 
depression of the heart. If combined with quinine or any of its alka- 
loids to steady the heart's action, it can be safely borne in larger doses. 
In fact, the physician who would exhibit it alone is to be pitied. In 
union with tinct. ferri mur. and quinia, we not only have a much more 
effective remedy, but a far safer one. 

R Acid suIphuroBil 3 vi 

Glj'cerine 3 iv 

Sol. potassa chloras, ad ' ^ viil 

Sig. From }4 teaspoonful to two teaspoonfuls- every half hour, ac- 
cording to age. Small and frequent doses give us all the topical appli- 
cation required. 

EFFECTS OF SUDDEN STOPPAGE OF HYPODERMIC 

MORPHIA. 

Jas. Braithwaite, M.D. (London Lancet), gives a case where a lady 
who, for seven years, had taken morphia hypodermically — the dose at 
one time amounting to fourteen grains a day — suddenly discontinued 
its use. He says : 

Just a forthnight after her confinement, at her own urgent request, 
and with the concurrence of Mr. Jessop, it was decided that the mor- 
phia should be discontinued at once and entirely. She was injected for 
the last time on the morning of February 20th. We had no facts as to 
other cases to guide us, except a short note of a somewhat similar case 
published in an old number of the Edinburgh Medical Journal, although 
not with reference to the use of morphia hypodermically. This, how- 
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ever, as it turned out, led us considerably to under-estimate the serious- 
ness of the illness which would follow. Constant, and indeed incessant 
vomiting and purging came on next day. The vomiting occurred 
about every ten minutes, and consisted of a mucoid fluid tinged with 
bile. The alvine evacuations were similar in appearance, but darker 
and more tenacious. 

On the second day the vomiting and purging still continued, as they 
had done all night, the stomach rejecting everything, and even a nut- 
rient enema by the bowel coming away at once. Ice, ice and champ- 
agne, milk, and lime-water, in very small quantities, were tried in vain. 

On the fifth morning the stomach retained for a short time a morsel 
of chicken, with a particle of bread, and^about a dessertspoonful of beer; 
but this was rejected in half an hour, and appeared to have aggravated 
the sickness. The stomach retained no food for more than a few- 
minutes, until on the ninth day her life appeared in great danger — so 
great that I had the syringe ready charged, and urged her to let me 
inject her to save her life. She, however, was firm in her resolution, 
and said she would rather die than again become the slave of the morphia. 

The next day (the tenth) the stomagh retained food ^a morsel of fish) 
for a few hours, and after this the improvement was graqual, but certain. 
The diarrhoea, however, continued more or less, and the stomach 
would only bear food on one condition — that a very long interval should 
elapse between each meal. 

I believe the case would have ended here, but through some over- 
exertion the erysipelas returned on April i6th, and rapidly spread. 
This seemed to cause a renewal of all the old sickness and diarrhoea, 
and this lasted continuously for ten days more distressingly than before, 
and accompanied with such burning of the throat and mouth as to 
oblige her to have a wet sponge laid upon her lips. 

After the tenth day improvement graduailly, but much more slowly 
than on the previous occasion, set in; but up to this date. (December, 
1878) the diarrhoea still remains, and on the least over-exertion becomes 
aggravated. My impression is that it might have been got rid of long 
before this by absolute quiet and rest, but unfortunately I have never 
been able to enforce this, and the diarrhoea has now become so chronic 
that rest has very little effect upon it. There can be no question, how- 
ever, that every fresh exertion causes an exacerbation of it 

I conclude from this case that a very gradual diminution of morphia 
injected is preferable to a sudden discontinuance of it ; and seeing that 
in two years she has got down from fourteen grains a day to three 
quarters of a grain, a gradual diminution is proved perfectly practicable. 
It is, however, the opinion of this lady that there is a greater totality of 
suffering, but spread, of course, over a longer period of time. If, how- 
ever, from any reason, (as formation of abscess) it is discontinued sud- 
denly, the symptoms resulting will be incessant vomiting and diarrhoea. 
The vomiting will subside in a variable period, and the sooner the less 
the stomach is teased with anything. The diarrhoea, however, will 
continue for a long period, and is best treated by absolute bodily repose. 
Neither astringents nor enemata of any kind have any effect in check- 
ing it 'y rather the contrary. An enema of thirty grains of chloral hy- 
drate in an ounce of tepid water at bedtime must be excepted, as this 
was retained, and proved of service on several occasions. — London Med. 
News, 
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COLDEJSrS LIEBIGS LIQUID EXTRACT 01 BEEF, 



BY WILLIAM ALEX. GREENE, M.D., OF MACON, GA. 



It is impossible to estimate how much is due to improved and skilled 
pharmacy of the present day for the increased efficiency of our re- 
medies, especially of that class of remedial agents known as nutritive 
tonics and stimulants. From their action on the digestive organs it 
would appear that the more nearly tonic medicines approximate to the 
aliment which would be the most easily digested, and the most deci- 
dedly nutritious, the greater the influence they would possess. They 
should never be of a nature to produce any inordinate excitement, for 
the reaction or exhaustion that would follow upon the stimulus would 
be more hurtful than any beneficial influence they could exert. It' is a. 
slow, steady and uniform operation that is required ; and the greater 
the delicacy of the constitution for which we are called to prescribe, the 
more careful must we be in the quality, quantity and mode of opera- 
tion of our food, tonics and stimulants. 

Colden's Liebig's liquid extract of beef and tonic invigorator is re- 
cognized and prescribed by the leading physicians of the North and in 
the South as just the remedy to fill aJl these indications. It is com- 
posed of the purest extract of beef (liquid), without any fat, bone or 
sinew, and after Prof. Liebig's process, together with, and in addition 
to, iron, the alkaloids of chinchona, gentian, pure wine and aromatics. 
It is not a patent or proprietary medicine, as all physicians are furnished 
with formula if desired. 

There are many beef extracts in the market, but none contain the 
important and essential properties of this preparation, which makes it, 
at the same time, a nutritive tonic, stimulant and alterative. Since the 
invention of the ** Extract of Meat," by Liebig, there has been much 
discussion pro and cotiy concerning its physiological action and nutri- 
tious value. But the practical uses which have been m ide of the in- 
vention speaks in high favor of its great value and importance ; neither 
have we waited ia vain for the experimental demonstration that this- 
extract is capable of replacing the valuable nutritious parts of meat. 
LieWg's extract consists essentially of two kinds of chemical substances, 
namely : Mineral salts, mostly of potash and extractive matters of meat, 
and that it is essentially promotive in the formation of the blood and 
tissues, and exercising also an exciting influence upon the activity of 
the heart. 

It may not be uninteresting to be informed that this valuable liquid 
beef preparation was produced at the solicitation of the German author- 
ities just before the late Franco-Prussian war, and that it proved of im- 
mense service during the severe campaigns of that war, being sufficient- 
ly strengthening to sustain the soldiers under circumstances when solid 
food could not be obtained, and in cases among the sick and wounded 
it proved an unspeakable blessing. 

To bring results of this valuable liquid preparation nearer home, I 
will state that I have tested its virtues and efficiency in my private 
practice in cases oi gtn^xdl debility and depression of the vital organs, 
when medicine had proven more than useless ; also in cases of dyspep- 
sia and the multitudinous nervous aflections resulting from it, with 
complete loss of appetite and constipation of the bowels, and particu- 
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laxly when delicate fefnakSy were the unfortunate subjects of such troubles 
— often with infants to nourish. I have found it the best remedy I 
have ever used in chronic alcoholism, when the stomach is always irri- 
table, and food required to nourish and invigorate the drooping strength 
and nervous depression, at the same time appeasing the thirst for more 
alcohol. 

This preparation of T. Colden's must not be confounded with the 
ordinary liquid extracts of beef made by druggists generally, the fault 
-of which is that they are made from meat which has undergone chemical 
changes and rank, as Dr. Newman has remarked, only as stimulants. 
But this preparation submitted to the medical profession is citrate of 
iron, alkaloids of chinchona flava, extract of gentian, with extract of 
beef (Baron Von Liebig's process), flavored with aromatics, and is a 
stronger extract than we ever get in drug stores according to ordinary 
formulae. This is a reliable preparation, and supplies a want as an in- 
vigorator and nutritious food tonic long desired by the profession. — Md, 
Med. Journal, 



THE PROPHYLAXIS OF PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS. 



Prof. E. S. Dunster read a paper before the last meeting of the Mi- 
chigan State Medical Society in which he has done very excellent ser- 
vice, by giving expression to a definite plan of prophylaxis, not only as 
it appears to us, of puerperal convulsions, but of the various symptoms 
which are liable to the puerperal state and by common consent are now 
•quite generally associated with albuminuria. Dr. Dunster briefly re- 
views the more prominent theories of the cause, as well as the **pro- 
•dromic signs and symptoms of the affection which are signals warning us 
■of danger." These are headache, disturbances of the special senses, 
sight and hearing. ** Complete loss of sight is rare, except during the 
period of active convulsions. No matter what the visual disturbance 
is, no matter whether it be persistent or intermittent, which last is 
usually the case, interrogate the kidneys." Next he calls attention to 
' * pain or oppression in the epigastrium. This is enumerated by 
Chaussier as a symptom of great value, though of less frequency than 
those just mentioned." Finally we have oedema, though it stands at 
the head of the list in value. 

** Turning now to the consideration of the practical question of treat- 
ment and restricting ourselves to the preventive treatment alone, no 
matter what special therapeutic measures we may resort to, it is easy to 
^roup them all under certain well defined indications." 

I St. Relieve the Congestion of the Kidneys. — Dr. Dunster names rest 
for the kidney as at the head of the list of means for relief. To secure 
this the intestinal canal and the skin should be made to do vicariously 
the work of the kidneys. Hydrogogue purges, therefore, and active 
-diaphoretics are the agents to be relied upon. Diuretics are to be used 
with caution ; Vichy water and acetate of potash may be selected, and 
these supplemented with infusion of digitalis in short courses (not al- 
coholic preparations of digitalis). The skin, however, should be kept 
exceptionally active. Hot vapor baths and friction are advised. Dr. D. 
suggests that doubtless pilocarpine, the active principle of jaborandi, by 
its wonderful diaphoretic power, would promise admirable results. 
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2d. Counteract the Impoi^erished State of the Bloody Resulting from the 
Loss of Albumen, — Nutritious food and fresh air would, of course, be 
indicated. The milk diet, either absolute or as a prominent article, 
has proved of great value as a tonic, and very especially the tincture 
of the chloride of iron, acting doubly by improving the blood and as a 
diuretic. 

3d. Quiet the Nerves and Digestive Disturbances. — Bromide of soda 
and mono-bromide of capiphor are the agents proposed. 

4th. Buty Failing in Ally Induce Premature Labor. — Dr. Dunster 
holds that only a small per cent, of albuminuric subjects becomes 
eclamptic — say that no more than one in ten. So, also, it is to be 
borne in mind that delivery does not of necessity cure albuminuria or 
prevent convulsions. For these and other reasons the induction of 
premature labor, while it is to be entertained, is to be decided upon 
with some caution ; indeed, there is a sentiment growing stronger, as 
seen in the writings of Barker, McDonald, Playfair and others, only to 
resort to premature labor after the careful employment of other methods, 
that is : * * Restrict the operation to cases where other treatments have 
been thoroughly, triedy but have failed to secure any amelioration of the 
symptoms. " 

The excellent paper that we have thus imperfectly condensed con- 
cludes with this cheerful view of our present status : '* I cannot close 
this paper without again expressing the belief that medical art now fur- 
nishes a certain method of averting in very many, if not the large ma- 
jority of cases, the dangers consequent upon the albuminuria of preg- 
nancy, and that it should be our constant aim to early recognize the 
condition, so that the treatment may be applied in season." — Obstetric 
Gazette. 



NEW USES FOR VERATRUM VIRIDE—VERATRUM 

VIRIDE IN SCAR LA TINA. 



BY M. E. BISHOP, M.D., SOUTH HAVEN, MICH. 



Having for some years made a special study of veratrum viride in 
zymotic diseases, I have been requested to give the result of my obser- 
vations to the profession at large. I will, therefore, begin with scarla- 
tina, which has hitherto proved particularly unmanageable. I consider 
veratrum viride more lik^ a specific than all other remedies, since it in- 
variably shortens the disease by one-half, and so modifies the sequelae 
that they are easily managed. Since I began its use I have not lost a 
single patient — when I had the case from the beginning. 

When called to a case, I begin with a medium dose ; for a child five 
years of age, one drop of Tilden's fluid extract every two hours, then 
more or less, according to the severity of the case. The more serious 
the invasion, the more veratrum must be given, watching the case 
carefully until the pulse is brought down to a normal standard ; which 
will soon follow, notwithstanding the unnatural heat induced by the 
presence of zymotic poison in the system. Veratrum not only neutral- 
izes the poison, but reduces the action of the heart. I have often been 
surprised and gratified, on my second visit to the littie fever-tossed 
sufferers, to find the skin moist and cool, and the pulse, which was one 
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hundred and thirty at the first visit, now below one hundred. As a 
rule, it is never necessary or desirable to bring the pulse below the 
average of health, taking into consideration the age and temperament 
of the child ; a deviation from the usual average would be apt to cause 
unpleasant symptoms, although veratrum may be given until it produ- 
ces vomiting, without causing any serious depression. 

The expression **more or less, according to the case," needs some 
explanation. I have attended cases of children, one and two years 
old, who would bear two drop doses several hours without any apparent 
effect, and after three or four days one-half drop would produce disa- 
greeable symptoms. In those cases it was not from a continued or 
cumulative effect of the remedy, for I had stopped its use for twenty- 
four hours. So, I repeat that the dose must be proportioned to the 
amount of the zymotic poison present, and, when that poison is neu- 
tralized, a very small dose is sufficient to continue the effect. If there 
should be a return of the fever, after having discontinued the veratrum, 
renew the prescription, and give as at first. I have found, instead of 
four days lo the height of the disease and four to the decline, it will be 
only four or five days in duration, with returning secretion and return 
of appetite. 

Sometimes my little patients complain to me that they are not given 
enough to eat, twenty-four hours after I begin to give the medicine; 
and the friends would express fears that the eruption had '* struck in," 
as they termed it, because it went off so soon. 

Veratrum seems to exert a special influence upon the anginose form 
of the disease, reducing the swelling in a few hours. In such cases 
the remedy must be pushed till it causes considerable ptyalism. Some- 
times this will be annoying, but can be easily arrested by giving a little 
tannic acid in solution. Tannic acid will arrest the vomiting from 
overdoses of veratrum the most readily of anything I have ever used — 
in fact, I have used nothing else for that purpose for the last ten years. 
More than half the vomiting caused by veratrum is by reason of its 
special effect on the throat, which might be compared to tickling the 
fauces, which tannic acid speedily relieves. It must be remembered 
that veratrum is not a restorative, and if given in an advanced case of 
scarlatina will not restore the blood to its normal condition, or act upon 
the kidneys. When I first began to use it, I thought, because none of 
the cases where it was used early developed the peculiar fetor of the 
disease, that it was an antiseptic. But since then I have come to the 
conclusion that it immediately destroys or neutralizes the zymotic 
poison. The sequelae of scarlatina that have been treated with vera- 
trum are almost always absent, or if the case has been unusually severe 
and some present themselves, they prove to be light and easily man- 
ageable. 

It is hardly to be expected that a physician will always have every 
case of scarlatina before the child's parents have attempted to treat it 
themselves, and too often by an active cathartic, which will cause much 
debility, by causing the eruption to expend its force upon the mucous 
membrane of the alimentary canal. I dm continually surprised to see 
how little debility follows the use of veratrum, which I account for by 
the fact that it neutralizes the poison before it produces any lesions of 
the nerve centres. When the fever runs high with active delirium, it 
is well to combine gelseminum with veratrum ; if there is stupor, use 
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belladonna ; if there is vomiting, first give a stimulating emetic. If the 
child's throat is sore, with difficulty of swallowing, mix the veratrum 
with syr. acacias ; for very young children it is best always to thus pre- 
pare it. 

I cannot close this article without speaking of two remedies that I 
have used in the secondary stages or sequelae of scarlatina ; mur. tine, 
ferri, and sulphite soda — which, if given according to the indications, 
never fail to speedily restore the blood to its normal condition. After 
using veratrum for five years, in numerous cases and in constitutions 
of the second and third class (whoever has read Byrd Powel on Tem- 
peraments will understand what is meant by second and third class), I 
can truly say I have found no remedy so near like a specific for scarla- 
tina as veratrum viride. I say to my professional brethren, for human- 
ity's sake, give it a fair trial. — JV. V. Med. Journal. 



ON THE USE OE JABORANDI IN WHOOPING COUGH. 

BY E. A. DE CAILHOL, M.D. 



On March 28th, in the evening, I was cajled to sec a young French 
boy, aged five years, stout, and of strong constitution, who had an at- 
tack of whooping cough. 

His parents told me that for the last three or four days they had re- 
marked that every evening between five and six o'clock the paroxysms 
seemed to increase in severity — that they grew worse and worse until 
they had become very alarming. 

When I saw the child he was laboring under a violent paroxysm ; his 
face was congested and cyanotic ; the spasmodic cough threatening suf- 
focation ; skin dry; pulse 140 per minute, and temperature 104^ F. 

Knowing by long experience that the treatment of this affection is 
usually very troublesome, from the length of time it requires to effect a 
cure, I concluded to try an entirely new treatment with this well mark- 
ed case. 

Into two ounces of water I put sixty drops of the fluid extract of ja- 
borandi (prepared by Parke, Davis & Co.). I intentionally mention 
the manufacturers, because in several instances I have remarked that 
their preparations were more powerful in their effects than those of 
some other firms. The medicine was directed to be given by the tea- 
spoonful every ten or fifteen minutes until one-half of the mixture 
should be taken. 

An hour or so later I visited the patient again and found him perspi- 
ring freely, he had already vomited large quantities of mucosities and 
was still vomiting ; temperature and pulse quite normal. I remained 
for nearly an hour with the family on account of the vomiting being so 
persistent, and during that time he did not cough once. When I left he 
was sleeping soundly. 

At half-past six o'clock next evening, I called again. The mother 
said that during the entire day the child had had no cough, but that 
between five and six o'clock the trouble had again commenced, but not 
so soon as the day before. The puhe was then 130, temperature 102® 
F., skin dry, face congested, etc. 

I advised the administration of the remains of the mixture left from 
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the preceding day, and to stop giving it as soon as the child should 
vomit, which directions were carried out. 

When I called, two hours later, there was only a teaspoonful of the 
medicine left in the bottle. Pulse and temperature normal, and the 
child drenched in perspiration. He had again vomited much phlegm, 
and this time was profusely salivated. 

Next day at about the same hour, the child coughed once or twice, 
but had no fever or other unpleasant symptom ; the fourth day there 
was no cough at all, and since then he has been entirely well. 

Have we a specific for whooping cough in jaborandi ? — Saint Louis 
Clin, Record. 



TRA CHEO TOM V WITH THE THERMO- CA UT£R Y, 



BY P. S. CONNER, M.D. 



On the 15 th February last, with the kind assistance of my friends, 
I)rs. Thornton and Forcl)heimer, I made tracheotomy in a case of diph- 
theritic croup, operating with the Paquelin thermo-cautery. The case 
had been under Dr. Thornton's care lor but four or five hours, though 
the child had been sick for several days. When I saw it there was a 
decidedly cyanotic appearance of the face, the pulse was rapid and 
feeble, and the breathing almost entirely diaphragmatic, the epigastric 
change of level being greater than I had ever before seen. Extensive 
diphtheritic patches and ulcerations were visible in the throat. Notwith- 
standing the appearent hopelessness of the case, tracheotomy was 
deemed advisable. The child having been thoroughly etherized, the 
anaesthetic was removed, and the soft parts down to the trachea divided 
with the thermo-cautery knife. 

So far the operation was absolutely bloodless. The trachea having 
been thus exposed, the parts were fixed by a tenaculum, and section of 
the upper rings made with and ordinary bistoury, considerable hemor- 
rhage resulting. Very soon afterwards in a paroxysm of coughing a 
large detached glutinous cast about i^ inch long and from y^ to 4 
inch in diameter was brought up into the opening, from which I read- 
ily removed it. The color of the face and lips rapidly improved, and 
the respiration became almost normal. An ordinary double canula 
was introduced, and the child left in the care of its parents, who were 
directed to keep the tube clear during the night. Dr. Thornton 
informs me that at 8 o'clock the next morning he was called to see the 
child, apparently dying, and found the canula blocked up with the ex- 
ceedingly viscid secretion that is so constantly met with in these cases. 
Having removed the tubes, and by artificial respiration re-established 
the proper breathing, the tubes were thoroughly cleaned and reintro- 
duced. The difficulty of keeping them free, however, was so great 
that early in the afternoon their use was abandoned. The child, I am 
told, went along comfortably until near 8 p. m., when it began to \^i- 
pidly sink and died in a few minutes, having lived about 21 hours 
after the operation. 

The only point of special interest in the ca.se, of course, is the use of 
the thermo-cautery, which worked admirably. Though there is a wide 
diversity of opinion among the French surgeons, who most of all have 
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used it, as to the advisibility of its employment in these operations upon 
the wind-pipe, still it seems to me that the instrument must prove of 
great service ; enabling us as it does, certainly in the great majority of 
cases, to avoid the trouble and danger consequent upon loss of blood. 
Take away the fear of hemorrhage, and no properly instructed man, I 
pare not how unaccustomed to operating he might be, would hesitate to 
make tracheotomy. That any bloodless method will make much differ- 
ence in the mortality is very questionable, for patients ordinarily die not 
of the operation but of the disease. If operative procedures are to have 
any special influence upon the disease they must be instituted early, not 
when the patient is in extremis. Perhaps for the reason already given 
physicians will be more ready to urge and patients to consent to an 
early operation if it is to be made with the thermo-cautery or galvano* 
cautery. If not made early, shall tracheotomy be made at all in cases 
of croup and diphtheria ? Certainly, it will unquestionably now and 
then save a case that otherwise would be lost, and, whatever the result, 
it will accomplish one great good if no other. It will enable the pa- 
tient to live comfortably while he does live, and die quietly; in a word, 
secure euthanasia^ death coming ** after the fashion and semblance of 
a kindly and pleasant sleep." — Lancet and Clinic, 



Chloroform in Labor. — Prof. Courty says: **In employing 
chloroform for lying-in women I observe the same precautions as in all 
my operations. In place of having her chloroformed by an assistant, so 
as to produce both insensibility and muscular relaxation, assimilating 
her to a corpse, as I have sometimes seen done in England on patients 
about to be operated upon (which I may say, in passing, explains to 
me the incomparably greater frequency of deaths from chloroform in 
that country compared with our own), I cause her to breathe the chlor- 
oform by little whiffs, and mixed at first with plenty of air, making her 
count aloud, in order to cause her to respire regularly, and at the same 
time render me an account of the condition of the nervous centres. I 
suspend the anaesthesia when the pains have been rendered tolerable, 
resuming it and suspending it again according to the necessity. I have 
thus, without any danger, been able to prolong anaesthesia in women in 
labor from one hour to 'eight and even ten hours, and have consumed 
in a day, in small whiffs 120, and perhaps even 150, grammes of chlor- 
oform. I say, * perhaps,' for it is difficult to dose it when the most 
simple and least frightening mode of administration is employed, viz., 
by a sponge placed in a curved napkin. Thus used, so little fear does 
it excite, so easy is it employed, and so well tolerated by most patients, 
that they familiarize themselves with it to the risk of converting it into 
an abuse if not carefully watched." — Med, Times and Gazette. 

Sodium Ethylate in Nsevus. — This substance is prepared by ad- 
ding metal sodium, piece by piec*., to absolute alcohol, in a wide- 
mouthed bottle, until effervescence ceases, when a deposition of 
a crystalline substance occurs. The clear liquid is the part used. 
It is a potent caustic, causes less pain and scarring than nitric acid, and 
has been very successfully used for removing naevi. — Nciv York Med. 
and Surgical Journal. 
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ABSTRACTS AND (JLEANINGS. 



Lactopeptine. — As digestion is the most complex of all organic 
processes, its derangements, which constitute indigestion or dyspepsia, 
are the most complicated of all morbid conditions. The profession 
have doubtless frequently observed how intimate are the connections 
between the progress of disease and the consequent derangements that 
invariably follow in the digestive system, not to appreciate fully the 
value of a medicinal agent which secures the perfect assimilation of the 
remedies indicated, and enables the patient to thoroughly digest the 
nutriment taken. 

A reference to the formula of lactopeptine will show at once what 
valuable results must necessarily follow its administration in all cases of 
mal-nutrition and non-assimilation. Composed of pepsin, pancreatine, 
ptyalin, lactic and hydrochloric acids, it is a combination of all the di- 
gestive agents that are known to exist in the human system, and can 
therefore never be administered in the foregoing cases without yielding 
the most satisfactory results. 

From our personal experience with lactopeptine, in cholera infantum, 
vomiting in pregnancy, in the several forms of dyspepsia, and in chronic 
diarrhoea, we can most unhesitatingly pronounce it to be a remedy of 
the greatest importance, and fully justifying the remark made to us by 
a physician of this city, that he considers the eminent pharmacists who 
had introduced lactopeptine to our profession should hereafter always 
be numbered among the benefactors of mankind. — Ex, 

Bronchitis from Mouth Breathing. — Dr. .Milner Fothergill, in 
Medical Times, writes: When air is respired through the nostrils it is 
heated by the warm plates of the turbinated bones, with their rich vas- 
cular supply over them in their mucous membrane. But these poor 
childreu crying and moaning breathe almost exclusively by the mouth 
and but little by the nostrils, which are more or less plugged with mu- 
cus, that the little custodians are not watchful in removing. Conse- 
quently they inspire the cold air, and the residual air in the lungs 
becomes persistently chilled, and then hyperaemia of the bronchial 
lining membrane follows, and runs on into inflam nation. The struggle 
for life is very brief with these ill-nourished infants; the respiratory 
centre cannot carry on a long fight, the bronchiae become choked with 
phlegm, which the organism is unequal to removing, and then the life 
flickers out. It is, unfortunately, quite impossible to see how such dis- 
ease is to be prevented at least in the present state of our knowledge. 
As to treatment, it must be as energetic as circumsances will permit ; 
and I am inclined to think that the effects of temperature on the centres 
of the circulation and the respiration are not sufficieilly attended to. 
The effect of a low temperature is to lessen the activity of these two 
centres ; while heat stimulates them. Consequentiy, when the body- 
temperature falls, these centres are partially paralyzed, and the advan- 
tage to be derived from hot drinks and the jacket poultice are obvious. 
They greatly aid the action of direct stimulants to those centres, as 
ammonia, strychnia, beladonna, etc. The efficacy of these means was 
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-well illustrated in a case where the writer was called in consultation 
lately. A lady, who was liable to attacks of asthma, was severely ill 
with bronchitis. Her pulse was 150, and respirations 40 per minute. 
The respiratory act being labored, the face was dusky, the temperature 
102°, though the perspiration was profuse. The only scintilla of hope 
lay in the fact that the right ventricle might have been trained by the 
attacks of asthma to stand a long strain. Ammonia and strychnia with 
spirits of chloroform were given, whisky with milk ordered freely, and 
the chest was encased in linseed meal poultices. She rallied, and 
made an excellent if scarcely hoped-for recovery. 

Spinal Curvatures. — Dr. Macleod tried other substances besides 
plaster of Paris, such as paraffin, glue, starch. Glue did pretty well, 
but was not equal to plaster ; while paraffin did not do well, and was 
-dirty to handle. He also pointed out that instead of Sayre's suspen- 
sion apparatus, it was easy to improvise with a room door an arrange- 
ment that would serve the purpose. As regarded abscesses, which 
sometimes occurred in Pott's diease, Sayre, who did not believe in an- 
tiseptic surgery, opened them freely, and cleansed out the abscess with 
Peruvian balsam (an antiseptic). Dr. Macleod then demonstrated 
minutely the further treatment for abscesses. He also shewed by 
means of a model, that as proved by Sayre, in what was usually called 
lateral curvature, there was a rotation of the bodies of the vertebrae 
upon themselves. On this account he (Sayre) had substituted the 
term ** Rotary Lateral" for lateral, as being descriptive of the exact 
state of matters. In regard to this kind of curvature, all the ordinary 
kinds of apparatus went on a wrong principle, and did harm. The ob- 
ject was to get back muscular tone, and this was done by exercising 
the muscules which had lost their energy. Mere lateral pressure would 
do no good at all. The spine must be straightened by self-suspension 
several times daily, for months at a time. The hand on the concave 
side should be held uppermost. After a considerable experience of 
these cases of curvature, he had no hesitation in saying that Sayre's 
treatment of them was very far in advance of any former methods of 
treatment which he had tried. — Glasg07u Med, JoumaL 

Tubercular Ulcer of the Tongue. — M. Nedopil, in the Archiv. 
for Klinische Chirurgie, remarks that the diagnosis of secondary tuber- 
cular ulcer of the tongue is generally not difficult in the presence of 
other indications of tuberculosis. On the other hand, primary tuber- 
cular ulcer can often be scarcely distinguished from cancer unless a 
microscopic examination be made ; while the failure of anti-syphilitic 
treatment distinguishes it from syphilitic ulcer, which often has a sim- 
ilar appearance. The tubercular ulcer of the tongue runs a course re- 
sembling that of cancer. A small hard nodule on the edsre or upper 
surface of the tongue, which is often overlooked, at 'a>t falls off, 
and leaves a dirty ulcer, with an indurated base, which generally 
spreads more slowly than a cancerous ulcer. A cure can be produced 
only by early extirpation, which, perhaps, may arrest the development 
of general tuberculosis. The author has observed four cases in Bil- 
ro:h's clinic; two of the individuals were thirty-two years of age, the 
others sixty-eight and seventy. In three cases the ulcer was extirpated, 
and healing took place in a few days. In the exercised pieces the 
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tissue around the ulcer was studded with miliary tubercles, mostiy to- 
ward the free surface. The morbid process appears to commence with 
a general transformation of the muscular tissue into a homogeneous 
slightly granul u deposit containing proliferating muscle-nuclei. Later, 
the primary deposits become confluent, and giant cells are formed 
from the obstructed portions of the blood-vessels ; in some of these- 
Nedopil found cavities filled with brown pigment. The growth of the 
tubercle appears to take place partly through proliferation of nulcei. 
(without cell formation) in the interior, partly through metamorphosis* 
of the neighboring tissue. — The Doctor. 

Rules for Injecting Piles. — If the following rules be observed! 
I believe that the method of treatment by hypodermic injection will be 
less painful than any other, and at the same time equally safe : 

1 . Inject internal piles only. 

2. Use the more diluted forms of the remedy first, and the strong: 
ones only in case these fail. 

3. Treat one pile at a time, and allow from four to ten days between 
the operations. 

4. Inject from one to four drops, smearing the surface with cosmo- 
line to guard against dripping. Inject very slowly, and keep the pipe 
in its place a few moments to allow the fluid to fix itself in the tissues. 

5. Confine the patient to bed the first day, and return him to it sub- 
sequently if any severe symptoms occur. Prohibit any but very mod- 
erate exercise during the treatment. 

Piles under all treatments, as well as when left without treatment, are 
subject to possible hemorrhage. Allingham recommends the following: 
method of applying the tampon for all cases where the bleeding vesset 
cannot be promptly found and controlled : He takes a pretty large 
sponge and fastens a strong double string through its centre. (He pre- 
fers a bell-shaped sponge inserted with the open end downward.) 
Having pushed the sponge up the rectum some inches beyond the 
bleeding-point, he fills the parts below with cotton dusted with powder- 
ed alum or persulphate of iron, and ties a stick across the finished tam- 
pon with the double string. By turning the stick around like the 
1 handle of a gimlet he twists and tightens the string, forcing the tamponi 
firmly up against the sponge, and causing it to spread laterally and to* 
compress the bleeding vessels. He advises to put in a large catheter 
with the tampon to give exit to the flatus. By the use of opiates the 
tampon is often tolerated several days. ' 

My final conclusion is that the wild itinerants of the prairies have 
really made a valuable contribution to scientific knowledge, and that 
the cautious injection of hemorrhoids with carbolized solutions will re- 
main as one of the permanent operations of surgery. — Dr. Summers y 
in Lancet and Clinic. 

Salicylate of Quinine as an Antipyretic. — ^This is the subject 
of a short article by Dr. J. G. Brown, in the November number of the 
Edinburg Medical Journal. He says : 

The salt is prepared by the action of salicylate of soda on sulphate* 
of quinine. It is insoluble in water, but dissolves readily in certaini 
acid solutions, and tolerable easy in col'^, still better in hot, alcohol. 
In the cases to which it has been administered, the dose has ranged 
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from ten to forty grains according to the age of the patient and the 
mode of administration, thirty grains in most cases being sufficient. 
Its antipyretic action usually begins in about an hour if it has been ad- 
ministered by the mouth, and continues for some hours subsequently. 
In some cases the temperature has fallen as much as five degrees in 
the course of three or four hours. Simultaneous with antipyresis the 
pulse becomes slower and softer, the respirations also diminish in fre- 
•quency, the skin becomes cool and moist, and generally the condition 
of the patient is much improved. He expresses himself as cool and 
comfortable, and sleep usually follows. 

The action of salicylate of quinine is free from the profuse perspira- 
tions which attend that of salicylate of soda ; and, on the other hand, 
the ringing in the ears and deafness, whieh are occasioned by full doses 
of sulphate of quinine, are hardly noticed after the administration of 
tsalicylate of quinine, if an over-dose be not given. The vomiting 
which large doses of sulphate of quinine so often produce, is entirely 
absent after the exhibition of salicylate of quinine, nor has albuminuria 
€ver been noticed. 

With regard to the mode of its administration, it may be given by the 
mouth, either dry (in wafer paper), or suspended in mucilage, or in 
water ; but in severe cases, (especially in enteric fever), it is best given 
as an enema, suspended in mucilage with a small quantity of laudanum 
to soothe the mucous membrane of the rectum. — The Physician and 
Pharmacist, 

Vaseline and Unguentum Vaselini Plumbicum in Skin 
"Disease. — Prof. Kaposi, after stating that all emollient substances 
hitherto used in diseases of the skin, where the epidermis is removed or 
the surface is sensitive, as various fatty substances, oils, lard, glycerine 
and glycerine and starch, are more or less irritating in most cases, 
refers to the bland and non-irritating properties of vaseline or petroleum 
jelly (with this also may be classed ozokerin and unguentum petrolei). 
These have no tendency to become rancid, and are useful in softening 
and removing crusts and scales, as in cases of eczema squamosum 
when the surface is dry and desquamating. He introduces an ointment 
which promises to prove of great value. This is a modification of 
Hebra's well-known unguentum diachyli which is seldom met with 
properly prepared except at Vienna. This ointment, for which Kaposi 
proposes the name of unguentum vaselini plumbicum, is made by dis- 
solving and incorporating thoroughly by aid of heat equal parts of lead 
plaster and vaseline, to which a little oil of bergamot may be added to 
scent. It causes no burning sensation on excoriated parts, and is es- 
pecially available in eczema. It is admitted by Kaposi that the original 
unguentum diachyli gave rise to unpleasant and even acute exacerba- 
tions of the eczema, due, he believes, to an evolution of fatty acids from 
the oil during boiling, and to an imperfect saponification of the oxide 
of lead. — Edinburg Med, Journal. 

Rheumatism of the Diaphragm. — Dr. Mader, in the yearly 
report of the Rudolf Institution in Vienna, remarks that the diagnosis of 
a rheumatic or neuralgic affection of the diaphragm is evidently more a 
matter of inference than of certain evidence. Yet from time to time 
cases come under observation, which scarcely admit any other explana- 
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tion. In the present instance, the patient was a powerful muscular 
butcher, twenty-seven years of age, who was attacked one morning^ 
with very severe pain, extending from the scrobiculus cordis to the 
back, and greatly impeding respiration. The breathing was quick, 
short and superficial ; purely thoracic. Movements of the abdominal 
walls, indicating contraction of the diaphragm, were almost entirel}^ 
absent. There was much turgor of the face, but no marked febrile 
symptoms. Nothing abnormal was found on examining the chest. A 
subcutaneous injection of morphia in the epigastrium was followed bjr 
a cessation of pain and by sleep. 

Next morning the patient was free from all difficulty of breathing, 
but he complained of pain in the right scapular region. This also was 
relieved by injection of morphia, and the patient was discharged cured 
on the third day. — London Med, Recofd, 

First Insensibility from the Inhalation of Ether. — At a 
late meeting of the Therapeutical Society of New York, Dr. R. F. Weir, 
Chairman of the Committee on Surgical Procedure and Appliances, 
presented a report on the first insensibility from ether, as described by 
Dr. John H. Packard in the American Journal of the Medical Sciences. 

Dr. Weir stated that a number of cases have been reported to the 
committee confirmatory of the statements of Dr. Packard, but certain 
differences were observed. No question as to the satisfactory degree 
of anaesthesia exists, but the duration of it in several instances exceeded 
the time allotted to it by Dr. Packard — occasionally reaching to three 
minutes ; also, while all recollection of pain was done away with, yet at 
times the patients would by movement, and sometimes by cries, give 
evidence of sensation during the incision ; and, still further, it was nc- 
ticed by Dr. W. T. Bull and himself that, even when the insensibility 
was marked, muscular relaxation was oftimes insufficient to permit of a 
dislocation or a displaced fracture. 

One case reported by Dr. Gibney shows that in chloroform inhalation 
the ** first insensibility" exists — a point upon which Dr. Packard, front 
want of experience, was unable to speak. Dr. Weir adds that this 
"first insensibility," or, as it is commonly called in New York, ** pri- 
mary anaesthesia," has now become fully established in the practice of 
the New York and Roosevelt Hospitals. — Amer, Journal of Med, 

Remedy for Dysentery. — In the Indian Medical Gazette for ist 
October, 1878, there is an interesting account of a new remedy for 
dysentery ** which promises to rival ipecacuanha in its power over 
acute dysentery." The credit of bringing this remedy to notice be- 
longs to Assistant-Surgeon Umrito Lell Deb, attached to the Howrah 
General Hospital. This gentleman reports, and his report is confirm- 
ed by Surgeon-Major R. Bird, M.D., Civil Surgeon of Howrah, that 
the root of the plant called in Bengalee Rungun, belonging to the genus 
Ixora^ ** is very efficacious in the treatment of acute dysentery." Dr.. 
King, Superintendent of the Calcutta Botanical Gardens, identified? 
the plants used in the trials at Howrah as belonging to the species /. 
Coccinea and /. Bandhtua, It is claimed for this remedy that it has the 
virtues of ipecacuanha without the nauseating properties of that valua- 
ble drug. At Howrah the remedy was used in doses of from fifteen 
to thirty grains three or four times a day, of the fresh root ground to 
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pulp on a **curry stone," with a piece of the long pepper, administered 
suspended in water. Extensive trials are now being made in India of 
this new remedy. A tincture has ^Iso been prepared of the fresh root. 
— British Medical Journal. 

Oxide of Zinc in Diarrhoea. — Dr. Jacquier has followed, in the 
service of Dr. Bonamy at Nantes, the good effects of the employment 
of oxide of zinc in diarrhoea. The formula which he has employed is 
the following : 

B Oxide of zinc gr. 54. 

Bicarbonate of soda gr. 7^. 

in four packets, one to be taken every six hours. 

In all the cases which he observed, oxide of zinc produced rapid cure 
of diarrhoea. In fourteen cases observed by Puygautier, the cure was 
even more rapid, since in only one case were three doses of medicine 
required. The results are considered to have been more satisfactory, 
inasmuch as in several cases the malady had endured from one to many 
months, and other methods of treatment had not produced any improve- 
ment. Thus he concludes that, although by no means to be held as 
exclusive treatment, the employment of oxide of zinc deserves to be 
more generally known as useful in diarrhoea. — British Med, JcmmaL 

Treatment of Infantile Paralysis. — During the acute or febrile 
stage. Dr. Simon of Paris, recommends the use of the vapor bath, ad- 
ministered to the patient in bed, diaphoretics and soothing draughts, 
with dry cupping or fly blisters to the vertebral column. When the 
disease has entered on its second stage, and the paralysis is localized, 
frictions and kneading. Electricity should also be persevered in ; the 
continuous current is best, very weak, and applied from above down- 
ward, with precaution. At the same time, fresh air, sea or sulphur 
baths, quinine, cod-liver oil in the winter, and arsenic in the summer. 
Gymnastic exercises for the affected limb. In fact, for this stage of the 
malady the various means calculated to stimulate the muscles or the 
nervous system should be employed sucessively or in combination. In 
the third stage, when deformity has occurred, recourse must be had to 
orthopedic apparatus. Dr. Simon rejects tenotomy absolutely in cases 
of paralytic club foot, the only result of the operation being to do 
away with the action of the only muscles which can serve the child as 
support. — Medical and Surgical Reporter, 

Epithelioma. — Dr. Duhring, in Penn. Hospital, remarked : Epi- 
thelioma, as a rule, was found on older persons. The affection belong- 
ed to the flat or superficial variety of epithelioma, and the treatment 
appropriate to the case was cauterization by means of caustic potassa. 
The knife was not called for in this instance. The solid stick of potas- 
sa fusa was then applied, going slowly over every portion of the dis- 
eased structure, and allowing the influence of the caustic to penetrate 
a little below and beyond the diseased tissue in every direction. It was 
not necessary, Dr. D. said, to use any pressure or force, but the 
caustic should be brought most carefully in contact with every particle 
of the growth, lest recurrence should take place, and a second opera- 
tion be required. When the action of the caustic had gone far enough, 
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it was limited and checked by the application of dilute acetic acid. 
The pain of the operation was quite sharp and severe, but ceased almost 
immediately upon the application of the acetic acid. The patient was 
directed to dress the part simply with lint soaked in olive oil ; the 
dressing to be removed twice daily and the wound cleansed. — Medical 
and Surgical Reportei. 

Fish- Bones in the Pharynx. — When a fish-bone gets lodged in 
the throat, Prof. Voltolini thinks the worst thing a physician unprac- 
ticed with the laryngoscope can do is, to try to push the foreign body 
down into the stomach. This manoeuvre never succeeds, but simply 
wedges the bone tightly in between the folds of the mucous mem- 
brane. Voltolini, therefore, suggests under such circumstances to let 
the fish-bone alone until a physician be found able to extract it under 
guidance of the throat mirror. But in the meantime, he advises the 
use of diluted hydrochloric acid as a gargle. He found, in a solution 
of 4.0 hydrochloric, or nitric acid, i to 240.0 water, the hardest fish 
bone becomes soft and flexible in one hour; thinner bones were like 
threads after one-half hour. And he thinks the continued gargling 
with the above mixture (the teeth being protected by oil or lard) will 
have the same effect upon a fish-bone lodged in the pharynx. — {Mth 
tiatsschrifi f. Ohrenheilkt) — Chicago Med, Examiner. 

A Forerunner of Death. — Dr. Chiappelh says, in Lo Sperimen- 
tale, that he has frequently noticed in patients who were apparently 
very far from death an extraordinary opening of the eyelids, so as to 
give the eyes the appearance of protruding from the orbits, which 
was invariably a sign that death would occur within twenty-four hours. 
In some cases only one eye is wide open, while the other remains nor- 
mal ; here death will not follow quite so rapidly, but in about a week 
or so. It is easy to observe this phenomenon when the eyes are wide 
open; but when, as is generally the case, the eyes are half shut and 
only opened from time to time, it will be found advisable to fix the pa- 
tient's attention upon some point or light so as to make him open his 
eyes, when the phenomenon will be seen. The author is utterly at a 
loss to explain this symptom, and ascribes it to some diseased state of 
the sympathetic nerve. — British Med, Journal. 

Remedy for Sciatica. — Dr. Ebrard, physician to the Hospital of 
Nimes, publishes in the Courrier Medical this new method of treatment. 
For many years he has treated the pains of sciatica and other neuralgias 
without having recourse to any other electric battery than a smoothing 
iron, which, along with vinegar, is to be found in every house. This 
is how they are employed : The iron is heated hot enough to vaporize 
the vinegar, and is wrapped up in some material, preferably woollen ; 
it is then dipped in the vinegar and applied on the painful part. The 
operation is repeated two or three times in the day. It rarely happens 
that the pain has not disappeared at the end of twenty-four hours. This 
action is easily understood. On account of its contact with the fire the 
iron becomes magnetic ; and if an acid be added when it is hot, elec- 
tricity is produced, and the same effects are obtained as with an electric 
battery. — Canadian Journal of Med, Science. 
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Antidote to Arsenic. — Dr. James B. McCaw, before the Rich- 
mond Academy of Medicine, remarked that dialyzed iron is simply a 
peroxide of iron, and is exceedingly sensitive to oxygen. Hence on 
slight exposure to the atmosphere (as when the bottie remains unstop- 
ped,) it unites with the oxygen of th« air, and the solid oxide of iron 
is formed. He suggests the following formula as one not generally 
known, for an antidote to arsenic, and claims for it precedence over 
all others ; first, because it forms the surest antidote ; and secondly, 
because the agents are almost always accessible — even to the country 
doctor who carries saddle bags : 

R. Muriatic tincture of Iron 1 ounce. 

Bicarbonate ot soda (or potash) 1 ounce 

Tepid water Teacupfiil. 

Mix. 

The sesquioxide of iron is immediately formed in a solution of chlo- 
ride of sodium (common salt.) Give this mixture almost ad libUum. 
It is a perfect antidote to arsenic. — Vir, Medical Monthly, 

Hydrobromate of Quinia as an Antipyretic. — Dr. Esquerc^o 
administered this salt to a typhoid patient, whose temperature had been 
40° C. for several days; two days afterwards the temperature was re- 
duced to 36° C. At this point, as the author feared collapse, since the 
reduction had been so considerable, the hydrobromate of quinia was 
no longer given ; the temperature became higher. In two cases of 
phthisis the hydrobromate caused a disappearance of the feverish symp 
toms and swellings. The dominant action of hydrobromate of quinia 
consists in its power of causing a lowering of temperature and of di- 
minishing the frequency of the pulse whilst it increases its ampHtude. 
The observations of Dr. Esquerdo are corroborated by Dr. Cahis, who 
has observed in a typhoid patient a lowering of temperature from 
41° to 39° or even to 38 C. brought on by the administration of 
fifty to seventy centigrammes (= 8 to 1 1 grains) of the hydrobromic 
salt. — New Remedies, 

Bismuth in Skin Affections. — Dr. Sweet in Med. Summary, 
says : I wish briefly to call the attention of my medical brethren to the 
value of the subnitrate of bismuth as an external application. When- 
ever Erasmus Wilson recommends the oxide of zinc ointment, I use the 
bismuth, and with much more satisfactory results. I do not know 
what has been the experience of others, but I have found the zinc ungt. 
too stimulating for any acute eruptions. But the bismuth fulfills the 
indications perfectly. Mixed with cosmoline or fresh lard in almost 
any proportion, it is a sovereign remedy for eczema, herpes, intertrigo 
of infants, and anything where there is an abraded or irritated surface. 
A short time since I succeeded in healing an extensive ulcer of the leg, 
which had resisted other treatment. It is also an excellent applica- 
tion for piles, applied as an ungt. externally, or injected in the form of 
a solution — a teaspoonful to a few ounces of water or other fluid. 

Chloral in Retention of Urine. — Dr. Tidd relates a case of 
twenty-four hours' retention of urine in a young woman in the eighth 
month of pregnancy. On account of tumefaction of the genital organs 
and some deviation of the urethra, all attempt at catheterism had failed. 
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Morphia was administered and puncture ofthe bladder proposed, when 
Dr. Tidd remembered the success which had attended the administra- 
tion of chloral in like cases in the hands of some surgeons. He pre- 
scribed a solution of lo grammes, (150 grains) of chloral in 60 grammes 
(Jij) of water, and administered it in teaspoonful doses at first every 
half-hour, and then every two hours. Deep sleep ensued, in which 
the patient unconsciously passed an enormous quantity of urine. Ex- 
cretion commenced five minutes after the second dose of the solution. 
Seven days later, natural labor occurred; child living and healthy; no 
recurrence of retention. — Le Praticien. 

Treatment of Carbuncle by Blisters. — M. Jules Guerin, in a 
communication to the Academic de Medicine, says that the most effica- 
cious mode of cutting short the progress of a carbuncle and hastening 
its cure is to cover the whole of the inflamed part with a large blister, 
having a hole in its center to admit of discharges. The blister must 
be continued on until complete vesication has taken place, and any 
portion of the carbuncle over which this has not done so will remain 
hard and resistant. When the blister has taken effect the pain is at 
once relieved, and the redness and resistance of the tumor disappears, 
and it becomes benign and inert, its enucleation proceeding under the 
use of ordinary means, without the aid of the bistoury. When after 
the discharge of its contents, a deep excavation remains, it is useful to 
apply to the walls a solution of nitrate of silver, with object of obliter- 
ating the open vascular orifices and impeding the absorption of the 
diseased liquid. — Gas. des. Hop,, Sept, 14 — Cincinnati Clinic, 

On the Prevention of Fatal Accidents from Using Anaes- 
thetics. — Dr. Simonin gives, in the Revue Med. de 1' Est, 
the following three observations, which may be considered 
as very important if attended to: i. Progressive peripheric 
insensibility, especially in the temporal region and the cornea. 2. The 
condition of the muscles and the jaws ; the former must be in a com- 
plete state of relaxation, and the jaws closed. The adductor muscles of 
the lower jaw, therefore, form an exception to the rule, by being in a 
state of trismus. 3. The state of the pupil, which must be contracted, 
while the respiration becomes more normal, having been much quick- 
ened during the stage of excitement. All these phenomena are very 
important ; they are synchronous, and must be carefully observed, as 
well as respiration and circulation. If the three symptoms cited should 
not appear coincidently they must be carefully watched for in various 
stages of the anaesthesia, because they are sure to appear at a given 
moment. — Medical Reporter, 

Antidote for Arsenite of Soda. — The ordinary antidote to arse- 
nious acid, hydrated sesquioxide of iron, is wholly inefficacious in poison- 
ing by arsenite of soda or potassa. The antidote to the latter is form- 
ed by the mixture of solution of sesquichloride of iron and the oxide 
of magnesium. This mixture also answers for acid arsenious, conse- 
quently shbuld always be preferred in arsenic-poisoning. Give the of- 
ficinal sol. ferri sesquichlor, , and afterward the magnesia. Give a 
cathartic an hour after the antidote. Avoid all acid drinks. — New 
York Med. Record, 



Southern Medical Record. 227 

Ovariotomy Superseded. — A proposal has been brought before 
the Paris Academy of Sciences by M. Tripier to establish a fistula be- 
tween the cavity of an ovarian sac and the exterior. He has tried it 
in one case with success. The interior of the sac can in -this way be 
washed out or treated with iodine injections or cauterized. He has 
used injections of iodized water daily. The galvano-caustic is used to 
establish the fistula. This operation is less formidable than ovariotomy, 
and can be easily carried out, but, of course, is not devoid of danger, 
but it may be applicable in cases where gastrotomy is refused or inap- 
plicable. With regard to injections, they should not be too strong. 
We may point out that death from poisoning by iodine has been record- 
ed where the drug was injected. This operation may be compared 
with electrolysis for ovarian dropsy. — The Doctor. 

Dichloride of Ethidene as an Anaesthetic. — The Scientific 
Grants Committee of the British Medical Association have received 
from a special committee a report upon the action of this anaesthetic, in 
which it is claimed that dichloride of ethidene presents all the advan- 
tages of ether, without any of its disavantages ; and that the following 
opinion of Steffen, given in Binz's Evidences of Therapeutics^ is correct 
in most particulars : * * It is said to have the following advantages over 
chloroform, which it resembles in its ultimate action, namely a pleas- 
anter smell, the power of producing narcosis more rapidly, as well as 
without excitement or vomiting, more rapid recovery without after- 
effects, and altogether less danger." 

In their experience, narcosis has not been produced more rapidly 
than with chloroform, but rapidity of narcosis depends very much on 
the mode of administration. — Amer, Journal of Med. Sciences. 

Salicylic Acid. — M. A. Casson proposes, in the Bulletin General 
de Therapeutique, the employment of citrate of ammonia as a means of 
facilitating the solution of salicylic acid. Half a drachm of salicylic 
acid dissolves readily in less than four ounces of water (120 grammes) 
if 37 or 40 grains of citrate of ammonia are added. M. Casson gives 
the following formula : For a solution 

B Salicylic add dr. I. 

Citrate of ammonia dr. ss. 

Ham or brandy oz. i. 

Distilled water oz. v. 

A tablespoonful of this solution will contain from 4 to 4^ grains of 
salicylic acid. The citrate of ammonia is easily prepared by saturating 
ammonia in a solution of citric acid. 

Breech Presentations. — Dr. T. Gaillard Thomas (Med. and 
Surg. Reporter), says in a chnic lecture : 

Never hurry the early stages. Carefully refrain from bringing down a 
leg with the finger or blunt hook, but wait until the breech presses on 
the perineum ; then turn the woman across the bed, and give a hypo- 
dermic injection of ergot. Remember the delivering force must come 
from above ; have an assistant ready to press with all his force as soon 
as the cord can be reached, urging the woman to bear down with all her 
might. The result is usually a very speedy delivery, as soon as the 
finger can be got into the mouth. — N. C. Med. Journal. 
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Relief of Pain from the Application of Sulphate of Copper. 

— Dr. Pick, of Vienna, observes that it was by mere accident that he 
discovered the means of relieving the intense and enduring pain caused 
"by the application of sulphate of copper in diseases ot the conjunctiva. 
As in purulent ophthalmia these applications have sometimes to be 
made daily for months, the relief of such suffering is of great import- 
ance. The plan consists in sprinkling calomel over the parts to which 
the sulphate has been applied four or five minutes after they have been 
touched. The pain immediately diminishes ; and after from three to six 
days of this procedure the calomel may be applied immediately after 
the touching with the caustic, and then the pain instantly disappears. 
— Centralblatt, 

Hiccough. — Dr. Cochran, (Medical Brief,) had a case of hic- 
•cough with a case of chronic gastritis ; gave assafoetida, valerian, ether 
and opium. Hiccough grew worse until third day, when patient could 
•scarcely swallow. At suggestion of Dr. A. H. Scott, of Mansfield, I 
tried ** circular compression of the base of the thorax," (Ziemssen's 
Cyclopedia, Vol. XI, page 339) by tight bandages, placing compress 
over apex of sternum, at same time gave morphia by subcutaneous in- 
jection. The hiccough was arrested within two minutes and did not 
return. 

Why is not ** circular compression of the base of the thorax," emi- 
nently practiced by relaxing, and thus **placing at rest" the diaphragm? 

Operation for Phimosis. — M. Hart, of Rouen, reported the 
latest method in the London Medical Record. Eighty cases have al- 
ready been operated in this way ; among the patients were old men and 
children, and the appearance of the parts afterwards is said to be most 
elegant, there being no apparent scar. The prepuce on its dorsal 
aspect and opposite the base of theglans is pierced by a needle carrying 
a caoutchouc thread ; the portion of the prepuce in front of the puncture 
is then ligatured and the operation is finished. After three or four days 
section is completed. The patients do not suffer and may, if necessary, 
continue their ordinary occupations. 

On the Action of Iodoform. — Dr. Zeissl relates his experience of 
the remakably favorable results of the use of iodoform in venerial sores. 
He uses a powder for sprinkling the part, consisting of 7 centigrammes 
(little more than a grain) of iodoform in 5 grammes (75 grains) of sugar 
of milk. For internal use, he employs the following formula : iodo- 
form, 1.5 gramme (22 grains); white sugar, 3 grammes (45 grains); to 
be divided into twenty powders of which one is taken thrice daily. He 
recommends this especially in the neuralgic affections of syphilis; it 
has been proved also very useful in certain cases of ordinary neuralgia. 
— London Med, Record, 

Ergot and Sodium Bromide in Epilepsy. — Prof Baudu^ re- 
ports a case of epilepsy of 16 years standing, which was cured by giv- 
ing twenty grains of bromide of sodium, with half a drachm of fluid 
extract of ergot three times a day. This treatment was continued a 
year and a half, and four years have elapsed without the recurrence of a 
lit. — Lancet and Clinic, 
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Can One Have Typhoid Fever After Forty ? — A corres- 
pondent of the Lancet puts these hard questions : 

** Can it be seriously conceived that a man can possibly have typhoid 
fever (as people will erroneously call it) after he has passed the age of sus- 
ceptibility to its influence ? — in other words, when he has lived so long 
as to have nothing of Peyer's patches left in him ? " 

The thing is physically impossible : and if, after the age of forty, cases 
really crop up, the time has arrived for framing another new- and 
sounder pathology of enteric fever than the generally received one of 
to-day. Now, then, accepting current pathology of the subject as in- 
fallible, the question arises, why should forty be singled out as the li- 
mited period of liability, and the succeeding years past the prime of 
life as the period of immunity ? The reason is simple. It is this : 
Forty years is the time of life when Peyer*s patches (the special seat of 
lesion) begin to degenerate, and enteric fever cannot touch the advanced 
in years, because Peyer's glands are absent in the old. Ergo I am at 
liberty to question the diagnosis ** typhoid fever " in such an individual. 
— Detroit Lancet. 

Condition of the Tongue Valuable in the Diagnosis of 
Gastric Disorders. — Dr. Wilson Fox gives, as valuable aids in the 
diagnosis of gastric disorders, the following conditions of the tongue : 

I St. Dyspepsia, with distinct atony of the stomach. The tongue 
broad, pale and flabby, the papillae generally enlarged, more especially 
at the tip and edges. 

2d. Dyspepsia from irritative causes. The tongue is redder than 
usual ; often of a bright, florid color, or even raw-looking. It is often 
pointed at the tip, which, together with the sides, presents an extreme 
degree of injection, the papillae standing out as vivid red points. This- 
form is often associated with aphthae, and is most common in scrofulous- 
children and phthisical adults. 

3d. Dyspepsia from excessive or hurried eating is apt to present a 
tongue uniformly covered through the greater part of its surface with a 
thick fur, whitish or brownish, with some degree of enlargement and 
redness of the papillae at the tip and edges. 

4th. Neuroses of the stomach display a tongue which, as a rule, is- 
clean, though often pale, broad and flabby. — Lancet, 

The Differential Diagnosis between true Epilepsy and 
Hystero-Epilepsy. — M. Charcot (Gazette des Hopitaux, 1878, No. 
49), says that true epilepsy develops itself, after only a short aura, in. 
the form of tonic and clonic spasms accompanied by marked stertor. — 
The convulsive stage of the hysterical paroxysm is preceded, after an 
aura lasting one, two, or even several days, by a peculiar, prolonged 
cry; this is followed by violent, purposeless, fantastic movements, 
clonic spasms, and great physical excitement, perhaps even delirium ; 
but none of these symptoms are accompanied by the slightest signs of 
stertor. — London Med. Record. 

Carbolic Acid in Nasal Polypus, — Dr. J. A. Henning re- 
ports a case of nasal polypus, in which he injected twenty drops of a 
mixture of carbolic acid, one part, and glycerine, four parts. In a 
month every trace of the polypus had disappeared. — Brief. 
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Belladonna Hypodermically in Congestive Chills. — Dr. 

T. W. Rankin highly recommends the hypodermic use of belladonna 
in congestive chills, not only as a valuable adjunct, but even as the/riW 
remedy. He relates the record of four cases as best exemplifying the 
type of the disease and his method of treatment. The patients pres- 
ented about the following symptoms : Loss of consciousness, no pulse 
at the wrist; face, trunk and extremities moist and cold ; breathing ster- 
torious and superficial ; eyes glassy and pupils not responding to light, 
etc. He administers tincture of belladonna in ten-drop doses hypoder- 
mically at short intervals, until the pulse is felt at the wrist. Before 
the return of another paroxysm, he gives large doses of quinine per os, 
as in any severe intermittent. — Detroit Lancet. 

Pyrogallic Acid in Psoriasis. — Dr. A. Jarisch (Pharmaceu- 
tische Post), reports his complete success in the treatment of psoriasis 
by pyrogallic acid. • At first he used an ointment, containing 20 per 
cent, of pyrogallic acid ; this was, however, found to produce excori- 
ations. Hence he has reduced the ointment, as ordinarily used, to 
the strength of 10 per cent., and in some cases he uses it only of 5 per 
cent. If spread on muslin, and then applied, it must be still further di- 
luted, otherwise it acts as an irritant. Aqueous solutions should con- 
tain about I per cent. Pyrogallic acid acts not as rapidly as chryso- 
phanic acid, but it is equally certain in its results. — London Medical 
Record^ Dec, 15, 1878. 

Ergotine in Ophthalmia. — Dr. Planat, in Journal de Thera- 
peutique, states that in purely inflammatory diseases of the eye, he has 
obtained great benefit from the use of ergotine. Twenty grains of er- 
gotine are dissolved in five drachms of rose water, or glycerine, and 
every two hours from eight to ten drops are inserted in the eye. If 
there be violent inflammation of the eyelids, a cloth wet with the solu- 
tion is left on the parts for some hours. In two or three days he is 
thus able to subdue cases of most intense blephero-conjunctivitis. In 
inflammations of the cornea, it is of less service, though still of positive 
value. In iritis, it is of great service in rapidly subduing the acute 
manifestations and preventing their extension to the external membranes 
of the eye. — Detroit Lancet. 

Cataract. — In the Gazette des Hopitaux, January 16, 1879, Dr. 
Tamanichef reports a case of a man, 48 years of age, of a strong ple- 
thoric constitution, who had a cortical cataract of the left eye, for 
which w^as prescribed protoiodide of mercury, which he took for a 
month and a half with good results. The treatment interfering wqth 
the patient's occupation, it was discontinued, and iodide of potassium 
was given internally. Three or four months of this treatment was 
continued, when the patient began to read large typographical charac- 
ters, but died suddenly, from apoplectic seizures. This and other well 
known cases, the author considers, prove the absorption of the opaci- 
fied crystalline in cases of cortical cataract. In explanation of this 
mode of treatment, the author states that the remedies pass through the 
general circulation into the liquids of the eye, and operate immediately 
upon the inflammatory process of the crystalline. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



The Camera Obscura. — One of the wonders of New York is 
Central Park, and the wonder of Central Park is the camera obscura 
** Octagonal/* It is a little eight-sided building, surmounted by a small 
turret furnished with a movable lens. Directly under the turret is a 
table about five feet in diameter, with a highly polished surface, and on 
it the scenery of the park and surrounding country is reflected from the 
lens with marvelous distinctness. Even the country on Long Island, 
across the East river, is plainly visible, as if one were looking at it 
through a telescope. 

The room will accommodate about a dozen people at a time. It is 
darkened and the only light admitted enters through the lens and is 
thrown on the table. It is a most marvelous sight. One may see his 
friends in any part of the park. The slightest ripple on the lake, or 
the movement of the leaves on distant trees, is vividly shown on the 
table, and all the varied and beautiful colors are preserved in the moving 
miniature picture. Detectives repair to the ''Octagonal" when suspect- 
ed parties are supposed to be in the park. A man or woman walking 
half a mile away cannot escape the eye of science. Among the many 
objects to be seen are, Masonic Temple, the Catholtc Cathedral, the 
churches of upper New York and the Palisades of the Hudson, each 
appearing in turn as the turret revolves. When one wishes to examine 
a particular portion of the park, the superintendent gives the machine 
a turn, and the spot appears on the table, while the bewildered spec- 
tator thinks of Aladdin and his lamp, and wonders why, if the days of 
enchantment have really come, the magician does not transform the 
dingy room into a palace worthy of such splendid scenes. 

Rapidity of Thought .in Dreaming — A very remarkable 
circumstance, and an important point of analogy, is to be found in the 
extreme rapidity with which the mental operations are performed, or 
rather with which the material changes on which the ideas depend are 
excited in hemispherical ganglia. It would appear as if a whole series 
of acts, that would really occupy a long lapse of time, pass ideally 
through the mind in one instant. We have in dreams no true percep- 
tion of the lapse of time — a strange property of mind I for if such be 
also its property when entered into the eternal disembodied state, time 
will appear to us eternity. The relations of space as well as time are 
also annihilated, so that almost while an eternity is compressed into a 
moment, infinite space is traversed more swiftly than by real thought. 
There are numerous illustrations oT this on record. A gentleman 
dreamed that he enlisted as a soldier, joined his regiment, deserted, 
was apprehended, carried back, tried, condemned to be shot, and at last 
led out for execut'on. After the usual preparations, a gun was fired; he 
awoke with the report, and found that a noise in the adjoining room 
had at the same moment produced the dream and awakened him. A 
friend of Dr. Abercrombie dreamed he crossed the Atlantic and spent 
a fortnight in America. In embarking, on his return, he fell into the 
sea, and awaking in the fright found that he had not been in bed ten 
minutes. 
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A New Theory of Electricity — Mr. J, C. Moore, of Cin- 
cinnati, presented in quite an entertaining lecture before the Academy 
of Science at its rooms on Mitchell street, what is known as the 
Chambers' method of protection against lightning. The apparatus em- 
ployed consists of a rod of galvanized iron bent so as to form three sides 
of a parallelogram, which is set upright upon the roof of the building 
with the points vertical and the horizontal section insulated, a foot or 
more from the ridge of the roof. There is, as will be perceived, no 
ground connection whatever, the plan, in this particular, differing from 
all others which have preceded it. Mr. Moore insisted that such ap- 
paratus by instantly diffusing the negative electricity which accumu- 
lates on the top of the building tends to prevent a stroke of lightning, 
and that should a charge of electricity be received from an overhang- 
ing cloud it would be harmlessly dispersed into the atmostphere from 
the points upon the rod. The theory urged was fully sustained by a 
series of interesting experiments, and there appeared no reason to 
question its correctness as much as it contradicts our preconceived opin- 
ions on the subject. The lecturer also exhibited a new form of insula- 
tor so made as certainly to keep dry at the place of contact with the 
building, tlie advantage of which is unquestionable. — Ex, 

Gallium. — Lecoqde Boisbraudan and E. Jungfleisch have published 
in Comptes Rendus some more notes on their examination of the pro- 
perties of this newly-discovered and curious element. The metal crys- 
tallizes inoctahedra with the summits of the pyramid cut off by a, plane, 
in some cases truncated so as to give the crystals a tabular form. The 
metal is hard and only to a small degree malleable, although thin plates 
may be bent backwards and forwards many times without breaking. 
A ray of light which has been reflected several times from bright sur- 
faces of the metal acquires a fine bluish-green qoXox,— Journal of Chem- 
istry. 

The New Metal Philippium.— Mr. W. G. Brown, of the 
East Tennessee University, writes to the Chemical News that while an- 
alyzing sipylite. a year or more ago, he observed with the spectro- 
scope certain lines, one at least of which appears to belong to the new 
metal phillippium, and indicates the presence of that element in sipy- 
XWjt,— Journal of Chemistry, 

Gossamers. — Gossamers, noticed upon meadows and prairies in 
pleasant summer and autumn weather, are spun by diminutive spiders. 
In some cases they float in the air and in others they are attached to 
grass-tufts. They prove serviceable in ensnaring the spider's prey or 
collecting dew for the litde creature to drink. 

Longevity and Civilization — Ethnologists and statisticians 
agree that life is of longest duration in countries were people are most 
civilized. A great number of people are born in uncivilized commu- 
nities, but fewer reach maturity than among the civilized. 

Alpha. — The fixed star nearest to the earth is Alpha, in the constel- 
lation Centaur; yet it is 86,000,000 times as far from us as the moor. 
It performs its revolutions once in seventy-eight years, and is a star of 
the first magnitude. 
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tEAOTIOAL NOTES AND FORMULJE. 



Remedies for Foul Breath.— Ur. Howe's treatment varies, of 
course, with the cause. For foul breath from mental emotion he gives 
five or ten grains of musk several times a day, or one of the following 
recipes : 

B Tinct. lavand. comp ^ 3 y* 

Tinct. valerian, fl 3 s*, 

Mist, camph, fl ^iij. 

Aquse earui, fl 3 j. 

Dose, fifteen drops on sugar hourly until the mental disturbance 
ceases. 

Or either of the following : 

R Tinct. valer. ammon. , fl 3 as. 

Tinct. castorii comp., fl 3J- 

^iberiR gtts xv. 

Aquse menthi, fl 3J*«' 

Half to be taken two or three times a day. 

ft Tinct. as'safoetida ^j. 

Tinct. byosciami, fl gij. 

Tilict. cinnam., •. fl 5 jas, 

Aquee menth pip., fl 3 y» 

Dose, one teaspoonful in water every three hours. 

The following is to be given if the breath remains affected : 

ft Pulv. cinnam., pul v. pimenlae, pulv. cardom aa 3 ss. 

Sacchar. alb., 3 j. 

Mucilag. gum. acacise q. s. 

Make fifty pills, and take as may be necessary. Fifteen drops of oil 
of nutmeg mixed in a teaspoonful of olive oil, to be rubbed on the gums, 
the author commends as a deodorizer. For bad breath from constipa- 
tion, exercise, proper food, laxatives and deodorizers are prescribed — 
also the chewing of calamus root. For the diseased breath from dys- 
pepsia the usual remedies for dyspepsia, and deodorizers are to be 
given. Congenital bad breath, Dr. Howe says, can only be palliated, 
not cured. — Med, Ncivs, 

Worms. — A few weeks since I gave Mrs. C. the following mixture 
as a vermifuge: 

ft Kantoniui, grs. xvj. 

Spigelii Ext. Fl., gtts clx. 

fcjyr. simp., 3 ij. 

M. 8 g. — Teaspoonful morning and night. 

She gave it about equally between four children of her own, and one 
of the neighbor's. children. The result was the expulsion of sixty-seven 
long worms. As having a possible bearing upon the question whether 
the worms cause any special symptoms by their presence in the intes- 
tines, allow me to say that the child for which the vermifuge was par- 
ticularly desired, had previously to taking it, several attacks of con- 
vulsions. They ceased With the expulsion of the worms — Med. Brief. 
18 
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Dysentery and Cholera Infantum. — The season having arriv- 
ed for those summer complaints so annoying to the practitioner, we 
append a few favorite formulas, recommended for their treatment, some 
of which are reproduced from former volumes of our journal for the 
benefit of those who were not then subscribers. 

R. Corroeive sublimate 1 gr. 

Water 1 pint. 

Dose for Dysentery in an adult, from a half to one teaspoonful every 
three to four hours, until the action of the liver is fully restored, when 
with, or without an opiate, the case recovers, usually in three or four 
days. Salivation is less liable to take place than from the use of other 
forms of mercury. 

Chloral in Dysentery. — Chloral, five to ten grains, by enema in 
two ounces of starch gruel, repeated as often as necessary, has been 
found very effectual in obstinate cases of dysentery, the patient being 
promptiy relieved from the most distressing tormina, generally sleep- 
ing from three to six hours, and awaking refreshed and improved. In 
most cases it would be advisable before using this agent to give a pur- 
gative of salts or castor oil that all offending matter may be removed, 
before the checking up of the bowels by the enema. The slight 
burning with desire to evacuate which results from the injection is but 
temporary, and is soon followed by a sense of comfort and sound sleep. 

Sulphate of Magnesia in Dysentery. — A dessertspoonful of 
epsom salts in a glass of water, with one grain of morphine, or a tea- 
spoonful of paregoric, constitutes a favorite remedy for dysentery. 
It should be giv^n in doses of a tablespoonful every one to two hours, 
until discharges are changed, and then not so frequently. Given early 
in the attack — the patient keeping quiet, and living on rice and boiled 
milk or other unirritating diet, taken sparingly ; this remedy is among 
the best known to the profession for dysentery, and is coming into gen- 
eral use. 

Pepsin and Creosote in Cholera Infantum. 

B . Sacharated pepsin ^ xyj. 

Creosote ^ gtt ij. 

Aquee cinnamon 

Glycerin aa ^ ss. 

M. Dose, half to one teaspoonful every three hours. 

Belladonna in Dysentery. — Belladonna in doses of two to four 
drops of the fluid extract, every two to four hours until the griping 
pains and tenesmus are relieved, and then in gradually diminished doses, 
has been recommended as very efficient in dysentery. In some cases 
it is necessary to push the remedy until its constitutional symptoms are 
slightly felt before its full remedial effect is manifest. 

Subnitrate of Bismuth in Cholera Infantum. 

B . Subnitrate of bismuth 1 to 2 grs. 

Pepsin 1 to 2 grs. 

Tannin i to 2 grs. 

Pulv. Cinnamon 2 grs. 

As a dose every two to three hourn. 
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Bromide of Potash in Cholera Infantum. — Bromide of potass, 
in one to two grain doses given in mucilage of gum arabic every two to 
three hours, is a useful remedy in cholera infantum, and in the various 
forms of summer diarrhoea of children. Other treatment should be 
conjoined, or an occasional dose of chalk and mercury, and when fe- 
ver exists, frequent small doses of aconite or gelsemium, with revulsive 
to bowels, etc. 

When great thirst exists, it is usually advised to give frequent small 
quantities of ice-water. We have found it exceedingly delightful and 
comforting to the child in some cases to give it good fresh water to 
drink ad libitum^^xA we believe that vast numbers of infants have died by 
withholding in this disease natures remedy for thirst , pure cold water. W. 

Iodoform is strongly recommended by Prof Zeissel, of Vienna, as 
an internal remedy in syphilitic neuralgia. He relates two cases which 
resisted all other treatment and yielded only to this remedy — Medical 
Times and Gazette, 

Gargle for Angina. — 

R Carbolic acid, 

Tannin, each 15 parts. 

Alcoiiol 60 parts. 

Distilled water 120 parts. 

M. Big. A teaspoonful in haif a glass of water, once a day. 

This gargle is greatly employed in Russia and in the Russian colony 
at Nice. It is of great service in commencing angina, and in all 
chronic irritations of the throat. — Rev, Med, 

Solvent for Salicylic Acid. — 

B SallcyUc acid dr. i|. 

Sol. of acetate of ammonia oz. ij. 

And of water oz. vj. 

M. One ounce of this solution contains fifteen grains. 

Removal of Moles. — Moles may be removed by the application 
of nitric acid, or by the use of the acid nitrate of mercury. Little or 
no pain results from the latter remedy. The sound skin should be 
avoided. The mole shrivels away and comes off in a few days, leaving 
a slight scar. 

Coryza. — Rudolpho Rudolphi recommends the use of eucalyptus 
globulus for the rapid cure of cuute coryza, or cold in the head. He 
has found, by numerous trials on himself and patients, that after chew- 
ing a few of the dried leaves and slowly swallowing the saliva, the af- 
fection is promptly relieved, often disappearing in the course of half 
an hour. The remedy is useful in acute cases only. — Gaz%, Med, Ital, 
Lambardia, 

Toothache. — Collodion, mixed with enough carbolic acid to form 
a jelly like mass, (about equal parts,) taken on the end of a stick and 
placed in the cavity of the tooth, is said by Mr. C. A. Guild, in the 
Clinic^ to relieve the pain almost instantly, if it depends on an exposed 
nerve. 
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Rapid and Certain Treatment of Simple Hiccough. — Dr. 
Grelletty once saw a mother as tender, as full of affection for her chil- 
dren, give them a morsel of sugar dipped in table vinegar whenever 
immoderate or too rapid repletion of the stomach, or any other cause, 
had induced hiccough. The latter ceased as if by magic. Since then 
the Vichy physician has very frequendy employed this means of his 
own account, and has never found it without avail. — 3. 

Salicylic Acid Mixture.— Prof. J. M. Dacosta gives the follow- 
ing formula for administering salicylic acid in solution, as being the 
most elegant and pleasant combination he has been able to devise. 

Sodii salicylat 20 grains. 

Spiritus lavendulee 15 drops. 

Glycerinse 1 drachm. 

Aqute 1 ounce. 

Mix.. Sig. One dose. — Rictimond and Loui»viUe Med, Journal. 

Dangers of Vulcanized Rubber Nipples. — Dr. Forestier, of 
Lyons, reports two cases of poisoning in young infants brought up by 
hand, both of which were probably due to the employment of white 
vulcanized rubber nipples. The symptoms were analogous to those of 
■poisoning by the sulphide of carbon, and as that substance is employed 
in the vulcanization of the rubber, it was in all probability the cause 
of the accidents. One of the cases terminated fatally. — Physician and 
Pharmacist. 

Cholera Infantum — Monobromated Camphor in. — Mono- 
bromated camphor triturated with sugar, or sugar of milk, in the pro- 
portion of I grain to lo of the sugar, is a good remedy for diarrhoea and 
cholera infantum ; dose from one to two grains every two to three hours, 
for a child from 6 months to one year old. If rejected by the stomach, 
may be injected into the rectum with a little starch water. 

Emulsio Expectorans. — 

R Morphise sulph grs. 16. 

Syr. scillie 

" ipecac aa fl 5 16. 

" tolut 

** pruni virg... aa fl 3 I?- 

Tine. benz. eo 

** sanguinarlee aa fl 5 4. 

Aqufe fl 5 6. 

Dose, a teaspoon ful. 

Mistura Bronchi. — 

B Ammonii carbon grs 10 

Syr. ipecac fl 3 1} 

Tine, opii camph fl ^ 1 

Syr. pruni virg fl .:? \ 

Aquee q. s. ad fl g 2 

Dose, a teaspoonful for children. 

Castor Oil mixed with an equal weight of tallow or other oil is 
an excellent dressing for leather. Besides this, neither rats, cock- 
roaches, nor other vermin, will attack leather so prepared. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE, 

We go to press with the present nuraber of our Journal in advance of 
the meeting appointed by the Board of Trustees for the election of a 
Faculty to the above Institution, and cannot therefore announce the 
names of the Professors in tiiis issue. 



CORRECTION. 

Our attention has l>een called to tlie fact that the Resolution, in the 
proceedings of the Association of Medical Editors, roquiriiig members to 
report to the next meeting the names of such Journals as refuse to ex- 
change with them, was introduced by Dr. D. J. Kobert*^, of Nashville, 
and not by Dr. W. P. Jones, as published. 



AMERICAN SURGICAL SOCIETY, 

During the sitting of the American Medical Association, Prof. Gross 
of I'hiladelphia proposed the organization of an American Surgical As- 
sociation, and a committee was appointed to report a constitution and 
by-laws. Dr. L. A. Dugas, of Georgia, is tlie Chairman, and Dr. Watson 
of New York, Secretary of the Committee. 



NATIONAL BOARD OE HEALTH, 

The National Board of Health closed its session in Atlanta on the 8th 
of May. The Hanitarj' Council of Mississippi held a meeting the 
previous day,and Mubmitted to the Board, through Dr. Ranch the Secre- 
tary, the propositions adopted by them. Ihe propositions bein)r adopt- 
ed, secureo co-operation l>etweeh the two Boards. Information relative 
to sanitary matters is to be gathered from all sources, and laid before a 
future meeting of the National Board of Health, to be held at Nashville, 
Tenn., on the 8th of November next. 



THE DAILY DISPATCH. 

This is anew daily paper recently started in Atlanta, and we cheer- 
fully recommend it to our readers, who may desire to take an Atlanta 
paper. It is published by Miller <& Dickson, experienced newspaper 
men, at SC-.OO per annum or $8.00 for 6 montlis. The paper is presided 
over by John H. Martin, late of the CohimbuH TlmeSy an able and ex- 
perienced editor. The Dispatch gives promise of permanency and use- 
fulness. Those connected with it are courteous and high-toned gentle- 
men, and the public will doubtless heartily welcome and encourage this 
enterprise. 



CONTENTION OE MEDICAL COLLEGES, 

This Body which met on the 2d of May, in Atlanta, had been appoint- 
ed by the Medical College Association at its meeting in Buffalo, New 
York, last year, as a sort of preliminary Convention at which it was 
hoped that those Colleges not represented in the Medical College Asso- 
ciation would take a part, and timt a morp jreneral expression could 
thus be had upon the important suiyect of higher medical education. 
The result was rather a disappointment, as only twenty-three out of ftfty- 
liine Colleges were represented, and no definite action was taken. 

The College Association proiier, which comprises twenty-eight Col- 
leges, met on the 5th of May. A good deal of discussion was had, but 
nothing definite or satisfactory was done. Dr. Gross was elected Presi- 
dent, and \>T, N* JI. Davis, Vice-President. 
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ABINGDON ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

The proceedings of the above society under date of April 7th, was 
crowded out of the issue for which they were intended and was after- 
ward overlooked. We now extract only a portion of the report as ap- 
propriate at this date. 

This association held its annual meeting in the office of Dr. H. M. 
Grant, in Abingdon, Va., April 7, 1878.' 

Dr. J. 8. Apperson, President in the Chair. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : Dr. W. F. 
Barr, President; Dr. George E. Wiley, 1st Vice-President; Dr. T. D. 
Keiiian, 2d Vice-President; Dr. R. J. Berton, Corresponding Secretary ; 
Dr. fl. M. Grant, Recording Secretary and Treasurer. 

Dr. Apperson reported a very interesting and anomalous case in prac- 
tice : Abortion without pain or knowledge of the patient, no hemorrhage, 
complete contraction of the os on the cord, and retention of the pla- 
centa for three mnnths^ without producing any bad symptoms— the 
patient during the time remaining in good health. 

The Fellows tnen engaged in the discussion of the subject which had 
been selected for the occasion, which was Rheunaatism. Drs. Wiley, 
Apperson, Berton and Barr eacli gave their opinion of the disease and 
its treatment — which was purging, alkalies, salicylic acid, opiates and 
quinine, and iodide of potassium. Cupping — wet and dry — along the 
course of the spinal column, was highly recommended by Dr. Barr, who 
also remarked that he regarded colchicum as useless and worthless in 
pure Rheumatism. 

Dr. Barr reported a case of Sciatica in wjiich he had used purgatives. 
Quinine, wet and dry cupping and blisters over the sacrum and course 
of the nerve; sulphate or morphia and atropia hypodermically, with 
only temporary relief, but eflected a cure with two hypodermic in- 
jections or chloroform into the muscle near where the nerve passes out 
of the pelvis. He used a syringe full each time, and inserted it deep 
into the muscle. 



BOOK NOTICES, 

LECTURES ON ELECTRICITY IN ITS RELATIONS TO MED- 
ICINE AND SUROERY. By A. D. Rockwell, m.d., Electro-Thera- 
peutist to the New York State Woman's Hospital, Member of the 
American Neurological Association, etc., etc. — New York: Wm. 
Wood, 27 Great Jones street. 

The increasing interest in Electro-Physics of late will doubtless cause 
this and other works On the subject to be sought for. ^Electricity as a 
remedial agent has been so little understood and practiced by the profes- 
sion, that the great body of them are wholly uninformed on the subject. 
This work being plain and practical, if read by the practitioner, would 
be likely to awaken an interest in this important and much neglected 
field of study. 

RHYMES OF SCIENCE, WISE AND OTHERWISE, WITH IL- 
LUSTRATIONS.— ^New York Industrial Publication Company. 

This is a collection of hun[K)rous articles in rhyme with comic illus- 
trations, calculated to amuse and interest the reader, especially one of 
scientific proclivities. 

ATLAS OF SEIN DISEASES. By Louis A. Dithrino, m.d., Prof. 



Philadelphia— illustrating Scabies, Herpes Zoster, Tinea, Sj/cosU and 
Eczema. 

We feel that we cannot too highly commend the above work to the 
profession— to the practitioner not less than to the student of medicine. 
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No department of medical science is so much neglected and so little 
understood as that of dermatology. The Illustrations in the above work 
are so life-like, so admirably executed and so beautiful that the reader 
cannot fail to be charmed, interested and instructed. Such a work 
must tend greatly to relieve dermatology of the dryness and intricacy 
usually attached to it by the student, and impart to it an impulse of in- 
terest and attraction hitherto unknown. 

THE NATIONAL DISPENSATORY: Containing the Natural 
history, pharmacy, actions and uses of medicines, including those re- 
cognised in the pharmacopeas of the U. 8. and Great Britain. By 
Alfred Stille, m.d., ii.L.D., Prof, of the Theory and Practice of 
Medicine and of Clinical Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania, 
and Jobn M. Maish, Fh. D., Prof, of Materia Medica and Botany in 
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. H. C. Lea, Philadelphia. 

This is a royal octavo of over sixteen hundred pages, illustrated by 
numerous woo<i-cuta. The book is admirably gotten up, the type is dis- 
tinct, and the drugs being alphabetically arranged makes it a' most ac- 
ceptable and convenient book for reference. Tbe whole design, pltm 
and details of the work is useful, practical and comprehensive, present- 
ing a vast array of facts and information, including late and important 
additions to the Materia Medica, and furnishing the student and the 
practitioner not only a clear description of remedial agents, both miner- 
al and vegetable, but discussing also their medicinal properties with that 
force, clearneas and precision which the author's great ability and expe- 
rience 86 well fits him to perform. 

It has been said that the discoveries and advances in therapeutics in 
the U. S. has surpassed in the last decade those of any other nation, and 
so rapid and vast has been the accumulation of new agents in this de- 
partment, and so varied and wonderful the properties a8cril)ed to the 
new remedies, that the practitioner is troubled to keep up with these dis- 
coveries, and is bewildered with the multiplicity and the properties 
ascribed to them. To have this vast field of matter reviewed by such 
a man as Prof. Stille, tbe chaff' sifted out and the pure grain presented 
to the profession, is certainly a',matter for gratiilation, and one which the 
profession will doubtless appreciate. The work contains a very full 
general index, and, also an index of therapeutics, with tables of weights 
and measures, table of maximum and minimum doses, and other 
valuable information. 

A CHEMICAL TREATISE ON DISEASES OF THE LIVER. By 
Dr. Fried. Theod. Frerichs, Prof, of Chemical Medicine in ihe Uni- 
versity of Berlin, etc.; Medical Privy-Counsellor and Medical Adviser 
to the Ministry of Public Instruction and Medicine at Berlin. In three 
volumes. Translated by Chas. Murcheson, m.d., F. R. C. P., Physi- 
cian to the London Fever Hospital; Lecturer on Pathological Anatomy, 
etc. — New York: Wm. Wood & Co. 

The above is the last of a work of three volumes first published on -Dw- 
eases of the Liver by the author, each containing about 240 octavo pages, 
neatly gotten up and beautifully illustrated, representing many phases 
of morbid anatomy with remarks of chemical and practical nature high- 
ly useful and interesting. Every practitioner would do well to secure 
the three volumes of this valuable work, now complete. With all that 
has been said and written of the liver, few physicians know as much 
about it as they ought to know, and many who suppose themselves well 
posted in this class of affections will be surprised at the many useful facts 
and practical items found in this admirable work. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE AMERICAN GYNECOLOGICAL 
SO CIEl r. Vol. 3 for the year 1878. Boston: Houghton, Osgood & Co. 

''This volume contains the index to the gynecological and obstetric 
literature of all countries for the year 1877, prepared with the co-opera- 
tion of Dr. J. 8. Billings, U. S. A., in charge of the National Medical 
Library in Washington.*' 
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It is a volume of over 400 page's, illustrated and containing able and 
interesting papers by the folio wiug writers: Drs, Wm. Goodeli, J. C. 
Keeve, Marion Sims, J. P. White, J. T. Johnson, T. A. Emmet, H. P. 
C. Wilson, R. A. F. Penrose, W. H. Byford, W. L. Richardson, 8. C. 
Busey, H. F. Garricues. A. H. Smith, H.F. Campbell, T. Parvin, J. E. 
Taylor, E. Van de Warker, A. R. Jackson, Fordyce Barker, T. M. Drys- 
dale, Nathan Bozeman. 

POTTS DISEASE— ITS PATHOLOGY AND MECHANICAL 
TREATMENT, WITH E EM ARKS ON ROTARY LATERAL 
CURVATURE, By Newton M. Shaffer, M.D., Surgeon in charge of 
the New York Orthopfedic Dis^jensary, Orthopaedic Surgeon to St. 
Luke's Hospital, N. Y. 

This is an interesting monograph of 82 pages, illustrated, on the sub- 
ject of Pott's disease, in which tlie writer takes issue with l)r Sayre on 
some poluts. It will repay perusal. 

POSOLOGICAL TABLE INCLUDING ALL THE OFFICINAL 
AND THE MOST FREQUENTLY EMPLOYED UNOFFICINAL 
PREPARATIOyS. By Chas Kice, Chemist, Departujent of Public 
Charities and Correction, New York, etc. William Wood 6l Co., 27 
Great Jones strtet, New York. 

This is a work of great utility to the practitioner, as it gives the cor- 
rect name and average doses of medicines. It gives also the equivalents 
of weights and measures, common and decimal, which is specially im- 
portant at this time by reason of the transition now going on from 
the apothecaries to the French decimal or metric system. 



Reckiptbd.— 1879— R. T. Walker, 6 raonlhs. ; W. A. Brown: J. T. Miller 6m8; J. 
T. Stoddard ; W. K. Chambers ; A. T. HHrrls ; A McCready ; R. J. Foster; Georgw H. 
Rice; J. B. Marlree; Geo. W. Smith; A. G. Sraytbe; Powell & Kennan; A. Wtiltaker; 
C. C. Joneo; A. G. Harris; P. A. WiJiiieii; A. A. Stanley; B. M. Walker, R. ii. 
Seal; J. H. Jennings ; J. L. Martin : L. W. Coleman; J. T. Davenport; J. P. Btevena; 
H. M. Longino ; J. W. Day; J. R. Shrock ; T. J. FouU; B. H. Mathews ; W. S. Harris ; 
J. W. Sanders ; B. R. Doyl^ ; Z. T. Young ; E. H. Wright; E. A. Speed. 1878-B. F. 
Hamrlck ; T. B. Savage ; H. P. Gil beau. 1879—1. T. Suggs. 



Sr>EQIAL ilSrOTICES. 

I8LE OF Hope, near Savannah, Ga., March a6tb, 1878. 
** I have received your letter and sample pivckage of t«Aciopeptliie. and thank 
you. Two years since you sent a package; at that time I had a case of a little glri 
who had sufiered from 1-h lerH liil'antuin; she had a ravenous appetite, and was 
dying trom starvation, non-aKsimllation and indigestion. I immediately put her on 
l^a. topeptlne, and the cure was miraculous to the fond parents. Since that time 
I have not been disappointed in a single case with children ; with the adults about 
two-thirds have been permanently cured ; all relieved." Truly voura. 

STEPHEN F. DUPON, M.D. 

Favorite niid Special Recipes for Pll la.— Physicians having a special 
formula which they may desire to have made In pilular form and sugar-coated for 
convenience and office practice, can have them so prepared with the greatest care 
and perfection by WILLIAM R. WARNER k CO., Druggists and Chemista, 

Manufacturers of Soluble Sugar-coated l4lls, 
lk28 Market Street, Philadelphia. 

Nitrite of Amyl Pearls.— A serviceable method for the pro*mpt administration 
of this valuable remedy. The pearls are shells of thin glass, each containing 2, 8, 4, 
6, 8 or 10 drops of Nitrite of Amyl, packed in cotton wool in boxes of 1 dozen. Tbe 
patient mav carry the box about his person without Inconvenience and on the ap- 
proach of the malady may crush the pearl In his handle erohlef, and Inhaling the 
gas finds promp relitf. It almost instantly increases the action of the heart and 
attords great relief in angina pectoris, spa^smodic asthma, epilepHy, syncope, &c. 

The dose being nicely regnlaied in llie pearls, the patient may be entrusted with 
the remedy, and thus be enabled to help himself, when prompt action is necessary. 
Price per box (one dozen pearly) 2, 3 and 4 drops each, 75; 5. h and 10 ¥1.00. 

PARKE, DAVIS A CO., Detroit, Mich. 

Wine fo Eveninr Entertafnmeiita.— The Port Grape Wine of Alfred Speer, 
of Passaic,New Jersey, is geneially pronounced the most reliable wine to be obtain- 
ed, and is now being used b) those lai-liioijBbles and families who are the most 
choice in the selection of wines lor evening enttrtaiumeuts. For sale by Drugglntv. 
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t 

SPINAL WOUND— TETANUSr^ DEATH AND 

POST MORTEM. 



Reported to the Koox (:oant\% Tennesnee, Medical Society, in Regular Session, 

May 18th, 1879. ^ 



BV A. B. TADLOCK, A.M. M.T)., OF TEXNKSSEE. 



April 15th, 1879. Was summoned by Dr. Failing with instructions 
to meet him, ten miles in the country, with the necessary instruments 
for extracting, if possible, a piece of knife-blade ij4 inches long, from 
the shoulder-blade of a young man. 

Two brothers had fought. Amos, the younger, had stabbed Andrew, 
who lay on the bed, a little nervous and excited at my arrival, but not 
suffering. This was on Monday, October i8th, nearly three days after 
the affair h id taken place. 

It had been a quarrel over bridling a horse; Amos cut the bridle 
rein and was rebuked by Andrew. Amos then rushed at him with the 
knife ; in trying to run Andrew slipped and fell on his hands and knees, 
in which position he received two ugly stabs, one in the inferior angle 
of the left scapula, the other, one inch to the left of the seventh dorsal 
vertebra. A large i)ocket-knife was exhibited with a considerable por- 
tion of the large blade broken off*, and supposed to be in the wound of 
the scapula. 

The probe did not elicit a metallic impression as had been interpreted 
by the doctor upon his first examining the wound, nor could any satis- 
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factory results be obtained by the most careful examination of the 
wound near the spine. The patient was put under the influence of 
chloroform and ether, and the scapular wound enlarged so as to see 
plainly where the knife had penetrated that bone. Thinking the blade 
might have become fixed in a rib beneath, and there broken off, I tre- 
phined, but found nothing. 

The other wound, by its uneven edges, had a more suspicious ap- 
pearance; the opening was large enough to admit the index finger 
easily up to the second joint, and with it I made a thorough search, as 
also did Dr. Failing. Probing, which had failed in both our hands pre- 
viously, afforded now no better results while the patient was under an t 
anesthetic. 

From this and the behavior of the boy Amos when questionned, it 
was suspicioned that he had broken the knife purposely after wound- 
ing his brother, for if the blade had penetrated, as the position of the 
wound indicated, the articular region of the ribs to the depth of one and 
a half inches (the approximate length of the missing fragment), beyond 
the depth of our probing, it must have entered the chest, whereas we 
had no constitutional symptoms warranting any such inference ; and if 
otherwise it could have possibly entered the spinal canal, there would 
be paralysis, which was not the case. Therefore further procedure for 
the present was abandoned, and cold water dressing, with laxatives and 
dietetic treatment, ordered. 

I did not further visit the patient, but Dr. Failing kept faithful watch, 
and I was informed, almost daily, of the patient's condition, until he 
was considered almost out of danger. The scapular wound healed ^ 

almost by first intention, and on the tenth day after the operation, 
having had no untoward symptoms, the patient dressed himself and sat 
up in a chair ; appetite and digestion good ; very little discomfort had 
been experienced night or day. He was a healthy-looking young man, 
but was said to have had for several years a chronic cough. 

But here I will introduce the notes of the case, reported by Dr. Jno. 
W. Failing, the attending physician. 

Case. A.J. M.,agei8. Primary casualty : Knife wounds or stabs in 
back, I to 2 o'clock, p.m. April nth, 1879. 

Secondary effect : Traumatic trismus. 

Result: Death from convulsions, 9 o'clock a.m., April 26th. 1879. 

Notes. — April nth, 2 p.m. Found patient with two stabs of knife ; 
one over the centre of the inferior part of the left scapula, superficial 
length ^ inch; depth, penetrating the scapular bone; direction, per- 
pendicular to the surface ; hemorrhage, slight. 

The other stab, an inch to the left and slightly below the sixth dorsal 
vertebra, about the same length, superficially, as the first, with an irre- 
gularity or nich apparently caused by a twist of the knife in withdraw- 
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ingit; direction, anteriorly, slightly downwards and to the right; he- 
morrhage severe and very obstinate. 

I was informed that i J4' to i^ inches of the knife-bird j was brol ei 
off, and supposed to be in one of the wounds, but was unable to find it; 
j)atient was sinking rapidly from shock .and hemorrhage; pulse, from 
40 to 45. 

Checked hemorrhage and endeavored to rally patient, and dressed 
•wounds with cold water. Patient passed a sleepless night ; pulse rising 
to 70. 

April 1 2th. Patient rallied considerably by morning ; pulse 80, but 
thready ; had passed no urine. Gave cathartic pill, comp. , one every 
4 to 6 hours, and decoc. scoparii. Passed urine at 12 m. ; rested easier 
•Huring remainder of day and night; pulse fuller and regular. 

April 13th. Continued restless with but little sleep ; looks anxious ; 
pulse fitful ; bowels not yet moved, (iave castor oil and clyster of oil 
and turpentine. 

April 14th. Bowels moved early ; patient seems better in body and 
mind; pulse full and strong. At 11 a.m. Dr. A. B. Tadlock, ofKnox- 
ville, made a careful search for the knife blade, without success. Pa- 
tient seemed to rest easy after the examination, and nnth a dover's 
powder passed a quiet night. 

April 15th. Doing very well, but a little feverish. Gave cathartic 
pills to move bowels. 

April 1 6th. Bowels moved very freely in the morning; continuing 
to move too frequently, gave pill opii, and^ordered dovers powders at 
night. 

April 1 8th. Patient seemed to be doing exceedingly well ; wounds 
healthy ; pulse good; mind lively ; rest but little interrupted ; nerves 
quiet ; bowels regular ; evacuations healthy ; appetite good ; no pain. 
Continued water dressing, light diet and no medicines, except a con- 
tinuation of chlorate of potash, to relieve a cough which had been 
troubling him all winter, and now somewhat strained the wounded 
.muscles of his back and shoulder. 

April 20th. Skin of shoulder somewhat excoriated. Discontinued 
water dressings, and applied cerate simp. Patient continued improv- 
ing until the 2 2d. As he did not seem to require my attention, did 
not see him again until the evening of the 24th, when I found that his 
bowels had not been moved since 2 2d. Patient complains of op- 
pression and slight cramping or griping of his bowels, (jave ^ oz. 
.senna in decoction. 

April 25th. Bowels moved at 9 or 10 a.m. He was still suffering 
griping or cramp. Sent dover's powders to be given at once. Saw him 
myself at 1 2 m. ; he had been unable to swallow the dover's powders. 
Patient looked haggard and anxious ; pulse uneven ; eyes staring and 



244 Southern Medical Record. 

complained of cramps and severe pain at the pit of the stomach; spas- 
modic contraction of the diaphragm and muscles of the upper abdomi- 
nal region ; spasms short in duration, occurring in groups of from one 
to half a dozen within a space of one or two minutes, with intervals of 
five to fifteen between the groups. These were induced in an aggra- 
vated form by attempting to swallow. I injected subculaneously "^ 
gr. morph. sulph. over the umbilical region, repeating it at intervals of" 
from one to two hours until upwards of a grain was used; also gave 
30 gr. brom. potass. Pain somewhat abated ; spasms less severe for 
short time after each injection, but more violent in 2 or 3 hours. Short- 
ly after midnight a strong convulsion occurred, preceded by one or 
two slight ones. Gave morphia as before, and as soon as any effect 
was shown administered gr. xxx chloral hydr. between the spasms. 

April 26th. About 2 a.m. patient fell into a sleep disturbed by slight 
spasms. 4 a.m. Awoke in a strong convulsion. Again used morphia 
and endeavored to give chloral, but failed, as the spasm of the throat 
threatened suffocation. The muscles of the jaws showed an increase of 
rigidity during the last 10 or 12 hours, but not much spasmodic con- 
traction, and were never completely set. 

From 4 o^clock until 9 a.m., when he died, he grew steadily worse, 
the spasms becoming more frequent and somewhat increased in sever- 
ity, about the diaphragm, chest and throat; pulse more frequent and 
feeble, reaching 150, and scarcely perceptible just after a convulsion. 

Whether death resulted from dyspnoea, or spasm of the heart, I am 
unable to say, but think the former, from the fact that his pulse beat 
some seconds after his breathing ceased. 

A post mortem was held by Dr. A. B. Tadlock, Dr. J. Park and 
others, April 27. The knife blade being found to have penetrated the 
body of the 7th dorsal vertebra, impinging on and wcund.ng the sur- 
face of the spinal cord. 

Sectto Cadaveris. — (Notes taken by J. D. Collier, a Med. Student)^ 

Condition good ; skin exsanguineous and tinged a little yellow. Eyes 

glassy and very flaccid, iris unusually so, though normal in size ; the 

anterior chamber appeared as if the vitreous had replaced the aqueous. 

humor. Back of ears and sides of neck thickly ecchymosed or suggil- 

lated ; gums very anaemic and tongue coated ; rigor mortis only noticed 

in the tightly clenched right hand ; nails Hue. 

Wounds. Scapular nearly healed, and looking healthy, with a little 

laudable pus about the trephined opening. This wound is located 

near the lower angle of the left scapula. Wound one inch to the left of 

the tip of the spinous process of the 6th dorsal vertebra unhealed and 

presenting a mortified appearance which, upon opening, proved to be 

so, extending to the osseous structures, and affording exit for offensive 

gases from the thoracic cavity indicating an opening thereto. This,. 



Southern Medical Record. 245 

however, proved to have been the result of gangrene, and not of the 
•original wound. 

Failing, with considerable care and scrutiny, to find in this wound 
any foreign substance, the cadaver was turned over and the chest 
'Opened. The pectoral muscles were as highly tinted as if they had been 
treated with ammonia. Extensive pleuritic adhesion on the left side, 
.and gangrene beginning ; lungs, spleen and pancreas, black and full to 
•engorgement ; heart flaccid, pretty well filled and livid ; i ^ to 2 oz. 
-sanguinolent ; serous fluid in pericardium ; stomach and bowels full of 
gas ; 8 to 10 oz. fluid in left pleural cavity; left lung being partly hepa- 
tized; no sign of foreign substance in cavity or its walls from the in- 
side ; liver plethoric ; all valves of heart completely collapsal ; fibrous 
clot, structural in appearance and consistency, 2 inches long and twice 
the size of a large goose quill, was entangled in the carneous columns. 

Not yet satisfied with our search for the foreign substance, we re- 
turned to re-examine the spinal wound, and, after dissecting away the 
entire muscular tissues, and laying bare the spines and lateral processes 
•of the 6th, 7th, and 8th dorsal vertebra, and the articular extremities of 
the corresponding ribs, pus was seen to issue from the bone near the 
7th spinous process. Bone-forceps and chisel were brought to our as- 
rsistance, and after removing the spinous process and lamina, and dis- 
placing the cord, the fragment of a knife blade which had penetrated 
the meninges and a small lateral portion of the cord, was found fixed 
.almost perpendicularly in the body of the 7 th dorsal vertebra, and with 
much difficulty removed, being i^ inches in length and 9-1 6th in 
width at the broken end, teminating in a point. The original knife 
was a large, heavy pocket knife, 6 ^ inches (handle and blade) with a 
small and a large blade. Of the latter, i^ in. was left in the handle. 
By replacing the whole knife into the wound, and drawing up the in- 
tegument, it was evident that the whole blade was buried beneath the 
parts with a force that depressed the skin to the depth of half an inch of 
the hilt or handle, in other words up close to the hand that held the 

knife. 

Owing to the peculiar circumstances under which the post mortem 

was performed, further investigation was altogether impracticable. 

This, as I conceive, extraordinary case, is peculiarly characteristic of 
the following observed facts relative to the causative influence of 
wounds upon the development of traumatic tetanus, viz : * * The con- 
edition of the wound, its tendency to heal, gives no criterion by which 
to judge of the liability to the disease." ** There is no limit to the 
time which may elapse between the injury and the outbreak of 
tetanus. " (?) 

It would be a rational inference to suppose that just such a wound 
Tvith the retention of the foreign substance would be the most likely of 
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all to produce the disease. Yet statistics show the smallest per cent, of* 
tetanus originating from wounds of the trunk — smaller than that of any 
other region of the body. 

In this connection the surgical volume, part ist of the ** Medical and> 
Surgical History of the Rebellion " furnishes interesting information. 
Only 642 cases of injury to the vertebrae are therein reported, and only 
2 of these were incised wounds. The similarity of one of these to our 
case induces me to make special mention of it. 

Priv. Co. B; N. Y. Engineers, was stabbed in the back with a 

knife ; was completely paraplegic from the injury ; urine had to be drawn 
off, and croton oil in 3 gtt. doses only produced bowel dejections after 
three days. Sphacelus of lower extremities followed and extended 
rapidly to the spine of the sacrum. Died of exhaustion 36 days after 
receiving the wound. 

Sectio cadaveris: **The 4th, 5th and part of the 6th dorsal ver-. 
tebrae were sawn longitudinally to exhibit blade pf the knife, which' 
appears to have been broken off at the time of injury and remains fixed 
in the specimen," which may be seen No. 1160, in the Army Medical 
Museum at Washington, D. C. But, as shown in the wood cut, the 
knife did not enter the spinal canal. 

While 55.5 per cent, of injured vertebrae proved fatal, tetanus only 
supervened in 7 cases out of all there reported; and of 73 cases in which: 
the foreign substance either could not be found or was so impacted as to- 
prevent its removal, 55 died; and 42 proved fatal out of fifty-four cases- 
in which the spinal cord was involved — one survived 8 days after re- 
ceiving a conoidal pistol ball into the spinal canal through the apophe- 
sis of the 8th dorsal vertebra, which passed upward through the me- 
dulla spinalis as far as the ist cervical vertebra. 

The spinal meningetis and disorganization of tissue, also the pyaemic 
feature of our case as evidencced in the disorganization of the blood, 
extensive sphacelation of wound, and internal organs, and the large 
semi-organized fibrinous clot found in the heart in post mortem, afford' 
scope for argumentation as to cause and effect. I do not say, how- 
ever, that it was pyaemic trismus, even if I could subscribe to that classi- 
fication, nor that the pyaemia was at all sequential to the tetanus, but 
believe it only to have been concomitant with those dreadful peripheral 
vaso-motor commotions which drove the blood to the centres, and pro- 
duced the resulting engorgements and congestions, inflammation and" 

hepatization of lungs, with the adhesions. 

I only have to add that, had the location of the knife-blade been 

known, trepannation of the vertebra would have been the only means 
by which removal could have been effected, and the experience and 
testimony of the most brilliant surgeons in history furnish no encourage- 
ment whatever for its probable success in our case. 
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In the discussion that followed the reading of the above paper, Dr. 
Carriger urged the importance of giving morphia for the effect, regard- 
less of the doses, even if it required j4 gr. every 15 minutes to^ produce 
the desired impression. 

Dr. Kennedy did not think the Doctor could have used any better 
agents than those he did make use of. Dr. Kennedy said : * * In this 
case there are many points of interest, not only in the treatment of the 
physician, but in the boldness of the surgeon, although I do not think 
the boldness went far enough. I think it might be made a matter of 
future investigation in the Society. The paper that has been read is 
one of very great importance." 

Moved that the paper and report be made the special order of the 
next meeting. Carried. 

The author has to add that further boldness to have accomplished 
anything at all would have necessitated trephining the spine, which finds 
no encouragement in history even under more favorable circumstances. 

Dr. Cline, June i6th, 1814, in St. Thomas Hospital, with trephine, 
saw, mallet and chisel, removed the arches of the 7 th and 8th dorsal 
vertebrae in a man aet. 26, who had fallen, the day previous, and frac- 
tured the spinous process of these two, with that of the 9th, crushing 
them in upon the cord. The man lived 17 days, and, after his death, 
the operator ** candidly admitted that the operation hastened his end." 
Tyrrell, Wickam and Attenburron severally repeated the operation 
with unfavorable results. Not daunted, however, other operators 
tried their hands, viz : Barton, Smith, Rogers, Holscher, Mayer, 
Langier, South, Edwards, Blair, Blackman, Potter, Stephen Smith, 
Hutchison, Goldsmith, Jones, McDonnell, Gordon, Tellanx, Felicet^ 
Maunder, Willet and Tyrrell a second time. Pare, Heister, Sir A. 
Cooper and many of the older authors discussed the question with much 
acerbity. 

More recently Brown Sequard strenuously advocated the operation 
on ''physiological grounds." Then extended papers, by Felicet; 
Nunnally's Address ; Discussions in the British Medical Societies, and 
Ashburst's Monograph, with analysis of 400 cases of spinal injuries^ 
have not failed in furnishing evidence of thorough study and pretty re- 
liable data, and after an examination of the whole subject with its al- 
most boundless literature. Surgeon J. A. Lidell declares that he **has 
failed to find one completely successful case on record. " Jobert charac- 
terizes the operation as '•''barbare et ridicuky^ and Malgaigne calls it 
a ** desperate and blind one." 

When there is positively no hope of saving life, experiment is justi- 
fiable, yea possibly science and humanity may demand the experiment, 
but where experimental know^ledge has been so co-iclusively obtained 
as evinced by efforts so many times repeated, I should no longer con- 
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sider the operation experimental, but one either to display presumed 
skill, or culpable ignorance on the part of the operalor. 

Questions by grand jury : 

** If the knife had been found could it have been extracted without 
producing death ?" 

** Think the effort to extract it would at least have made matters 
worse." 

* * If the blade had been extracted would he probably have recovered ?" 

** Not likely." 

*' Can you account for the patient getting apparently so nearly well, 
and then getting worse and dying ?" 

** Not positively. We might infer that after recovery from shock 
sufficient time is necessary for the progressive development of those 
nerve or other conditions growing out of wounds, or other causes 
which precede and introduce the final and fatal exhibition of diseased 
action." 



BROOKLYN ANATOMICAL AND SURGICAL CLUB, 



REPORT, BY GEO. R. FOWLER, M. D. 



Congenital deformities of the knee-joint are very rare. The patella 
is occasionally found to be dislocated either to the inner or outer side 
of the leg at birth, but other than this, no departure from the normal 
shape of the limb at the knee-joint seems to occur congenitally. 

Genu-valgum is one of the most common deformities met with. It is 
seldom acquired during middle life or old age, but generally occurs 
during the period extending from infancy to adolescence. 

The stages of development of this deformity are believed to be as 
follows : 

rst. Disproportionately powerful contraction of the biceps flexor 
cruris muscle. 

2d. Relaxation of the internal lateral alid posterior crucial ligaments. 

3d. An arrest of growth of the external and increased growth of the 
internal condyle of the femur. 

4th. Oblique outward rotation of the tibia. 

When the deformity occurs during infancy, it is generally during the 
period of most difficult dentition, after the child is a year old, and when 
abnormal states of general nutrition more commonly obtain. 

The cases which occur later in life are met with most frequently in 
the persons of those who are apprenticed at an early age to some trade 
requiring constant standing. Of these, the greater number will be 
found among bakers and cabinet-makers; and indeed, so common is 
this deformity in Germany among the first-named, that it is there known 
as ** baker's leg." Among bakers it occurs almost invariably in those 
whose duty is to ** scale " or weigh the dough after it is rolled out in 
loaves for baking. These persons stand with their right limb thrown 
slightly forward, the knee flexed, and the foot somewhat in the position 
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of splay foot. The biceps muscle of the right limb is rigidly contracted, 
in order to assist the workman in maintaining his equilibrium as he re- 
ceives the dough from the right-hand side of the scales, weighs it, and 
then rotates his trunk upon his lower extremities to pass it along to the 
oven. Any one imitating this position and motion will be at once 
struck by the rigid condition of the outer hamstring of the right limb, or 
the one thrown forward, as compared with the relaxed inner hamstring 
of the same limb. 

The effect of this disproportionately powerful contraction of the 
biceps is to put upon the stretch the internal lateral and posterior cru- 
cial ligaments. These slowly yield to the constant traction until they 
become permanently relaxed, and the articulation, instead of having 
simply an antero-posterior motion, the only one it possesses in a normal 
condition, gains lateral movement. 

This lateral movement tends to a deviation in the normal shape of 
the limb when the body is in the erect position. The vertical column 
which the healthy limb represents has its extremities and fixed points 
respectively at the ankle and acetabulum, and supports the weight of 
the trunk in the line of its axis. When relaxation of the internal lateral 
and posterior crucial ligaments occurs the femur maintains its original 
and perfect position ; but the feet are removed to a greater distance from 
each other, and the weight of the body is received upon a broken line, 
the axis of the femur meeting that of the tibia at the knee-joint, and 
forming the apex of a triangle, the base of which is represented by a 
line drawn from the centre of the acetabulum to a point midway between 
the two malleoli. As will be readily seen, this deviation from the 
normal shape of the limljfciust necessarily result in an increased pres- 
sure upon the external condyle of the femur, and an almost entire re- 
lief from the pressure of the internal condyle. The external condyle, 
in this abnormal condition, bearing, as it does, half of the entire weight 
of the trunk, is arrested in its growth, and the internal condyle becomes 
lengthened. The limb, when flexed, maintains its normal position and 
relations; partially extended, the tibia rotates obliquely outwards, and 
in full extension the lengthened internal condyle fills up the space which 
would otherwise exist between it and the head of the tibia, and the 
normal axis of the limb, as a whole, is destroyed. 

In the treatment of this deformity nothing can be gained by waiting 
for Nature to right the limb. Spontaneous recovery never takes place, 
arid mechanical treatment is frequently of no avail, unless conjoined 
with division of the tendon of the biceps. As long as there is lateral 
movement to the knee-joint something may be gained by attempting to 
restore the normal axis of the limb by mechanical means, together with 
tenotomy of the external hamstring. But when no lateral movement 
can be demonstrated to exist, other operative measures become neces- 
sary. 

The earlier attempts to correct this deformity by operative procedure 
other than tenotomy consisted of removal of a wedge-shaped piece of 
the head of the tibia by what was known as Meyer's oper|ition. This 
has been most emphatically and jusdy condemned as based upon in- 
correct and unsound principles. Knock-knee is not dependent in any 
way upon cuivature or other alteration in the size and shape of the 
tibia. 
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After the introduction of Lister^s methods of antiseptic surgery, 
operations involving the opening of joints became more frequently re- 
sorted to, and attempts to correct genu-valgum by sawing off and re- 
moving the elongated internal condyle were made. 

This operation (Anandale's), although based upon a knowledge of 
the anatomy and pathology of the deformity, did not become very po- 
pular with surgeons, for the reason that it almost invariably resulted 
in a complete and incurable bony anchylosis of the knee-joint, and was 
finally abandoned. 

In 1876 Dr. Ogston, of Aberdeen, Scotland, proposed as a means of 
relief of this deformity an operation consisting of the subcutaneous 
division and fracture of the internal condyle of the femur, and a for- 
cible straightening of the limb, thereby restoring the normal proportion 
in the length of the two condyles without removing any part of the ar- 
ticular surface. Subsequently, in The Edinburg Medical Journal for 
March, 1877, ^^ reported a case so operated upon in May, 1876, under 
the antiseptic spray of Lister, in which a perfect cure was accomplished. 
Mr. George W. Callender, of London, as well as other English sur- 
geon:4, has since repeated the operation of Ogston — without the anti- 
septic spray, however — with the same excellent results. 

This operation, as performed by myself, is as follows : The limb 
being strongly flexed and rotated outwards, an Adams tenctomy knife 
is entered about two inches and a half above the tip of the internal 
condyle of the femur, and in the middle line of the inner aspect of the 
thigh ; with its edge directed towards the bone, the knife is pushed on- 
wards, until its point can be felt to have reached the groove between 
the condyles. With the knee strongly flexed and the patella drawn 
outwards (if it be not already dislocated), it is not difficult, through the 
tighdy-drawn anterior coverings of the joint, to feel the exact location 
of the knife after it has entered the cavity of the joint. A saw such as 
Mr. Adams uses in performing subcutaneous osteotomy of the femur is 
passed along the same route, the flat side of the knife acting as a guide. 
The latter is then withdrawn. The bone is sawn in the direction of 
the dotted line, Fig. i, by short strokes directly backwards, and when 





Fig. 1. Fig, 2. 



it is judged to be nearly divided, the limb is extended and forcibly 
straightened, the inner condyle bemg fractured and forced upwards in a 
position to bring its articulating surface upon a level with that of the 
external condyle as shown in Fig. 2. This being accomplished, the 
limb is retained in position by some fixed dressing. About the four- 
teenth day passive motion is commenced. 
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The two following cases, occurring in my own practice, were siil>- 
mitted to this operation with the most gratifying results : ■»'• • 1 

Case I. Joseph Redman, aged 19: a baker by occupation; born in 
Germany ; one year in this country. About three years ago, and 
shorUy after being apprenticed to his present trade, he noticed the 
deformity. It steadily increased, and when he came under my obser- 
vation it was in the condition shown in Fig. 3, from a photograph. On 



Fl«. i. Fig. 4. 

Nov. a6th, 1878, I performed Ogston's operation as above described,, 
under carbolic spray, in the presence of I.>rs. Pilcher, Jewett, Hunt, 
Elmendorf and King. The anassthelic used was ether. After the 
operation the wound was dressed witli a single layer of antiseptic 
marine lint and covered by Macintosh. The limb was then put up in 
plaster of Paris, supported by a short thigh splint. No reaction oc- 
curred, and the patient remained absolutely free from all pain and dis- 
comfort. 

On the fourteenth day I removed the dressings for the first time, and 
found the wound healed perfectly. Passive motion was then com- 
menced, and in less than three weeks after the operation the patient 
walked about the room. 
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Fig. 4 shows the condition of the limb at this time, and Fig. 5 the 
jimount of flexion he can comfortably make at the end of three months. 
Case 2. Annie* Behrman, aged 
z years and 10 months, of German 
parents ; a healthy child in other 
respects. At nine months she began 
to walk, but it was not until six 
months afterward that the knock- 
knee was observed. The parents 
ai)plied to an instrument maker, 
who made for her a long brace with 
a joint at the knee and elastic bands. 
This was worn for four months, and 
abandoned, no benefit l>eing de- 
rived from the treatment. For sev- 
eral months nothing was done for 
the child. She was then brought 
10 Mr. Leyh, a skillful maker of 
surgical mechanical appliances in 
the Eastern District, who sent her 
to me for operative treatment. 
> Fig. 6 (on next page), from a 
photograph, shows her condition 
at this time. The ''out-knee" of 
the other limb and a lateral curva- 
ture of the spine are secondary ef- 
fects of the genu-valgum. 

On April slh, 1879, I i)erformed 
Ogsion's operation upon this child 
under the carbolized spray ; present, 
Drs. Pile her, Figueira, El men - 
dorf. King and Rogers. 1 had 
caused to be made a small Adams 
saw especially for this case. I sawed 
the internal condyle completely 
through. Upon trial it was found 
Fig. 5. that the deformity, although con- 

siderably lessened, could not be 
completely reduced, fthen resorted to subcutaneous division of the 
tendon of the biceps flexor cruris, after which the limb was ea.sil)' 
straightened. The wounds were dressed with antiseptic marine lint 
and carboli:<ed oii-silk, and the limb encased in a paraffine sphnt. The 
child was then laid in Prof. F. H. Hamilton's double splint for fracture of 
the thigh occurring in children, and the limb operated upon securely 
handaged to the apparatus. The other limb was also secured to the 
splint on that side. 

The reaction resulting froni so severe an operation upon so young a 
■child was surprisingly slight. The temperature never arose above 100° 
Fahr., and, after the first night, no pain was complained of. On the 
fourteenth day 1 removed the dressing and found the wound entirely 
healed. The limb was perfectly straight, as shown in Fi^. 7, and I at 
once flexed it to a right angle. For the first few days the limb was sup»- 
2K>ried by placing the child inthe double splint after each act of passive 
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motion, and cold water dressings applied. Fig. 8 shows the powei 
flexing the Umh now pos.ses3ed by the child. 




e believed to lie the first operated upon by this 



Some time in 1877, I was i ailed to see J. .\. Howard, Ordinary of 
Bartow county, (ia., to examine a sore on his right arm, which was 
giving tonsideraole annoyance on account of the peculiar burning pain 
resulting therefrom. Iking impressed with the significant appearance 
of the vesicle — for such it w^s — I at once asked him when he had been 
vaccinated? He replied »•>{ since 18O3, whilea soldier in the Confe- 
derate service. 

Becoming deeply interested in the case, I insisted on his giving a 
history of the vaccination and of his general condition since. The 
following facts were elicited ; 

Was vaccinated about the middle of March, 1863, while stationed .-.t 
Savannah, Ga., by Dr. A. P. Krown, the regimenlal surgeon. The 
virus used wa.s said to be perfectly pure, being furnished by the State 
It authorities. No result followed the vaccination, save the- 
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appearance of one or two very small red pimples, which remained for a 
day or so, and dried up entirely. The slight redness around the 
pimples fading away by the third day after vaccination. 

For eight or ten years previous to the appearance of the present 
vesicle, patient has been afflicted at short intervals with the most dread- 
ful furuncles, etc. , invariably accompanied by considerable febrile ex- 
citement, with nausea and vomiting, followed by extreme nervous 
prostration ; again, in the absence of inflammation, circumscribed or 
otherwise, he would experience fre(iuent attacks of rigors, followed by 
fever of variable degrees of intensity which would leave him very much 
depressed in spirit and muscular ability. After having gone through 
one of these attacks, which would last, according to the phase of symp- 
toms assumed, his general health would be good. Nervous and mus- 
cular force considerably above the average; would exhibit a plentiful 
supply of vigor, and indeed would seem altogether free from care and 
annoyance of any kind; then without the slightest admonition, he 
would have a visitation of his old and dreaded troubles. 

Right here I will state in justice to the patient and in behalf of his 
morals, that he has never been the victim of any kind of venereal 
disease; in fact his has been a character worthy of emulation in strict 
habits of virtue. 

I have thus endeavored to give the history, as elicited from the pa- 
tient, of a case which, I think, may be regarded as one of great pecu- 
liarity, since after an extensive and thorough search I can find nothing 
that approaches similarity. 

My first examination was made on the fifth day after the appearance 
of a red pimple, as described by patient. Each day I made a close 
inspection of the vesicle in its progress, and as it continued to grow 
larger, becoming thoroughly satisfied that my suspicions were correctly 
founded. About the eighth day the vesicle was surrounded by a bright 
red areola ; on the eleventh day this bright red ring began to fade, the 
vesicle drying and becoming umbilicated, exhibiting a thick, flat scab, 
depressed in the center, and showing plainly all the marks of a typical 
case, confirming the fact of it being the result of vaccine virus intro- 
duced into the arm at Savannah, Gj,., fourteen years ago, the patient 
positwely averring that he has not been vaccinated since ; and the cica- 
trix to be seen to-day would thoroughly convince the most skeptical, and 
in this connection 1 will say that the cicatrix was minutely criticized on 
the day this article was written, by two eminent physicians of this 
county, Drs. Stephens and Sims, both pronouncing it to be genuine, 
without a moment's hesitation. 

I shall not offer an hypothesis in explanation of the latent action of 
the vaccine virus in this particular case ; certain it is that vaccine virus 
<:auses a zymotic action to take place in the circulatory system, which 
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system furnishes a material that combines with the materies morbi of the 
virus, thus giving rise to the vaccine disease, by which means this ma- 
terial in the body is exhausted, thereby lessening the susceptibility to 
variola to such an extent as to furnish almost complete immunity for 
life. 

In conclusion, I will add that since this attack of vaccine disease 
which was accompanied by greater febrile excitement, restlessness, etc., 
than usually attends the disease, the patient has enjoyed perfect health, 
.as his looks now betokens, and has never felt the slightest indication of 
a return of his former troubles. 

The desire to obtain the views of the profession in a case I look upon 
to be without a precedent, 'has led me to give, in my plain style, this 
history, and I earnestly and deferentially await the expression of those 
whose experience and ability entitle them to go before. 



BUFFALO LITHIA WATERS FOR UREMIA, ALBU- 
MINURIA OF PREGNANCY, SUPPRESSION OF 
URINE JN YELLOW FEVER, MENSTRUAL 
DISORDERS, AND URIC ACID 
DIATHESIS. 



BY JOHN W. WILLIAMSON, M. D., OF TENN. 



Being a native of, and until after the war a practitioner in, the South- 
side Section of Virginia, my attention has often been drawn to the 
virtues of Buffalo Lithia Spring No. 2. I have now prescribed this 
water for years, and it may benefit your readers to know my experience 
with it. 

The first test that I ever made of it was in a case of uraemic poisoning 
occurring in a member of my own family. After a signal failure of 
every remedy that could be suggested by several eminent medical men, 
and when the condition of the patient was regarded as well nigh hope- 
less, a trial of this water was determined on. The result was relief 
from the threatening symptoms — so prompt and decided as to be almost 
incredible to any one but an eye-witness. If there be such a thing 
among medicinal agents as a specific, I think it may be fairly claimed 
for this water, that it is a specific for urcemic poisoning, 

I read with much interest the remarks of Dr. James B. McCaw before 
the Richmond Academy of Medicine (reported in the December num- 
ber, 1878, of your journal), concerning the Buffalo Waters, and espe- 
cially the statement that he had found them of great value in the albu- 
minuria of pregnant women. Both albuminuria and uraemic poison 
being fruitful of serious disturbance, and oftentimes of imminent danger 
to women during pregnancy, from what has been said, the use of 
these waters as a prophylactic during this period would seem to be 
very strongly indicated. 

Their great value in malarial diseases and sequelre has been most 
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abundantly and satisfactorily tested ; and I have no question that it 
would have been a valuable auxiliary in the treatment of the epidemic 
of yellow fever which so terribly afflicted the Mississippi Valley during 
the past summer. I prescribed it myself, and it gave prompt relief in 
a case of suppression of urine in yellow fever, and decidedly mitigated 
other distressing and dangerous symptoms. The patient recovered, 
but how far the water may have contributed to that result (having i>res- 
cribed it in but a single case) 1, of course, cannot undertake to say. 
There is no doubt, however, about the fact that its administration was 
attended by the most beneficial results. 

While there is nothing in the analysis of the water that would indi- 
cate its special adaptation to such cases, I have found it of great poten- 
cy and value in uterine diseases — particularly in the various disturbed 
conditions of the menstrual function. 

Two ca.ses of uric acid gravel have come under my observation in 
which this water gave perfect, and, I have reason to believe, permanent 
relief. .As a nerve tonic, I think there is nothing known to the profes- 
sion at all equal to it, and its modus operandi is, I take it for the most 
part, through the nervous system. Without going further into detail, 
I will add that this water is the most extensively applicable remedy in 
diseased conditions of the system, especially those involving morbid 
secretions, known to me. — Vir^nia Medical Monthly, 



AN. ESTHETIC FOR CHILDREN, 



With a large experience in the use of chloroform as an anaesthcti( , 
Prof. Demme arrives at the conclusion to prefer it over all others as 
an anaesthetic for children. He says, its action is (juicker, and more 
reliable, and in no way more dangerous than that of the others. ^* 

In thirty-two cases he produced an aiiiissthesia with ether, and among 
those cases, there were eight in which dangerous symptoms occurred^ 
which made it necessary to employ energetic means to revive the liitic 
patients. 

Prof Demme complains, especially of the long duration of the stage 
of excitement, and of the severe emesis' which frequently took place 
during, or after the administration of ether. He also mentions many 
instances, in which l)ronchitis, and :i lew in which disturbances of the 
bowels followed the use of ether. 

Bichloride of methylene had been employed in twenty-eight cases ^ 
the children took it better than either chloroform or ether, none of the 
unpleasant complications of either narcosis were observed, but profound 
anaesthesia, such as is fre(iuently rec|uired, could not be produced by 
it. The chloride of a^thyliden — highly recommended as a safe anaes- 
thetic by Dr. Liebreich — was used in twenty cases; while under its in- ^ 
fluence, a child of eighteen months, had a sudden and severe attack ot' 
a.sphyxia, which made it necessary to resort to the use of artificial res- 
piration. — Hospital Gazette, 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Effect of Posture in the Treatment of Strangulated and 
Incarcerated Hernia. — Case i. In August, 1834, I was called to 
see an infant male child having a strangulated, congenital, inguinal 
hernia, the strangulation having taken place the day previous. The 
child was much prostrated and was vomiting. After a prolonged and 
ineffectual attempt at reduction, I directed the mother, while the child 
was lying upon his back, upon a pillow, with his feet and nates elevated, 
» to apply a bladder filled with cold water. No farther taxis was em- 

ployed, and in about four hours the hernia retired. 

Case 2. March 10, 1854, I was called lo see Samuel Tollhurst, aet. 
2, having an indirect, inguinal, congenital hernia, which had been 
strangulated about twelve hours, during which time the mother had 
made ineffectual efforts to reduce it. 

While the child was lying upon his back, upon a pillow, the mother 
by my direction, seized both feet and raised the hips until nothing bui 
the shoulders rested upon the pillow. I continued to employ moderate 
taxis, and almost immediately the hernia disappeared. 

Case 3. A male convict in Black well's Island Penitentiary, during 
the summer of 1875, while I was on duty at the Charity Hospital, had 
an indirect inguinal hernia which had become strangulated. When 
visited by me in the morning, the strangulation had existed several 
hours, and one of the house surgeons of Charity Hospital had been 
with him all night, making ineffectual attempts at reduction by taxis^ 
The hernia was large and tender, and the condition of the patient was 
alarming. The patient himself wished to take an emetic, by which 
> means, he said, it had once been reduced when strangulated. I did 

not think it wise to adopt his suggestion ; but directed that while the 
house surgeon was making preparations for the operation, an attempt 
should be made to reduce the hernia by posture. 

Accordingly the foot of the bed was liftedy and its legs plaeed on the top 
of a dining table, and, while the patient was lying supine, upon this 
very steep inclined plane, with his head down, moderate pressure was 
made upon the hernia. It began to diminish in size almost imme- 
diately, and in about ten minutes it disappeared altogether. 

Case 4. Some years ago, and prior to the date of the case last re- 
corded, a German, of middle age, living a few miles from Buffalo, N. 
Y., had a strangulated inguinal hernia. My former pupil. Dr. Ernest 
Pupikofer, was in charge, and had tried ordinary taxis for some hours 
before I arrived. I repeated the attempt and failed also. I then 
adopted the method described in case 3, and in a few minutes the her- 
nia retired. 

Case 5. August 2, 1873, I was requested to see Mr. , of this- 

city, Drs. B. and F. in attendance. Three days before — July 31 — he 
* had been suddenly seized with pain in the region of the gall bladder 

which seemed to indicate the passage of a gall stone. Thirty-four 
hours before I saw him, while vomiting, a hernia descended through 
the inguinal ring. He never had a hernia before. 

After prolonged taxis, the application of ice, and the employment^of 
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other judicious measures without success, Dr. 'W , one of our most 

experienced surgeons,' was added to the consultation, and the efforts at 
reduction were renewed. Subsequently, it becoming apparent that an 
operation could not be delayed much longer, Dr. B made the neces- 
sary preparations, and I was called. 

At my suggestion Mr. 7vas laid upon a blanket upon the floor ^ and 

two men lifted his feet and legs upon their shoulders, while I made taxis. 
This attempt failed. We then put him under the influence of ether, 
and a repetition of the same manoeuvre was followed by almost imme- 
diate success. 

Case 6. A German, aged about 40 years, had suffered from a redu- 
cible, indirect, inguinal hernia about ten years, which was sometimes 
reduced with difficulty. April 13, 187 1, it came down and he was 
unable to reduce it, and on the following day he was sent to Belle vue 
Hospital. My house surgeon. Dr. Mitchell, gave him gr. i^ of mor- 
phine, applied ice bags, employed taxis and raised the foot of the bed 
two feet. 

April 15. — About forty-eight hours after the incarceration took place, 
he was not suffering from symptoms of strangulation; but the hernia 
which now occupied the scrotum, and appeared to be intestinal wholly, 
could not be reduced by taxis. 

I then brought him before the class of medical students, put him 
under the influence of chloroform, elevated the hips upon pillows, and 
in about five minutes, under 'moderate taxis, the hernia retired. — Dr. 
Hamilton, N, K Academy of Medicine, — Hospital Gazette, 

Euonymus Atropurpurens. — Dr. J. R. Black, in the Journal of 
Materia Medica, writes : As I have been in the habit of prescribing 
euonymus almost exclusively for lingering disorders of the digestive 
organs, and in the form of the fluid extract, it is of its therapeutical 
effects under such circumstances that I am able to write understand- 
ingly. Taken in appropriate doses, the immediate effects are slightly 
stimulant, almost like an exhilarant, which may last from one to three 
or four hours. Not, be it understood, similar to alcoholic stimulation, 
but a far milder and more durable feeling of vigor — not succeeded by 
the reaction of depression. The effect is far more like a quick acting 
tonic. In thinking of this, however, I am at a loss to discern whether 
this subordinate effect is really the outcome of an enhanced exaltation 
of vital action, or whether the more potent effects of a proper dose, 
in slightly morbid states, may not arise from its virtues in freeing the 
pfinue vice of the depression of inaction, or from the presence of effete 
matters inimical to a buoyant life. Be this as it may, the heavy, lan- 
guid depression, the indisposition to mental or muscular action, often 
disappear like magic in certain morbid states of the digestive organs, 
under its influence. 

Taken in doses of half a drachm to a drachm, according to individ- 
ual susceptibility, before breakfast, the euonymus acts as a gastric 
tonic, cholagogue and mild cathartic, and usually within two hours 
after its administration. Its action is unattended by nausea, griping 
or any debilitating influence. I'his is its effect, not in the stereotyped, 
vague impression on some, but on those in whom there has been pres- 
ent a more or less lingering gastric, hepatic and intestinal torpor. 
Administered to subacute cases of functional inactivity of those parts, 
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Tthe dose has sometimes to be repeated every three or four hours before 
-desirable action is re-established, when the effect is far more that of an 
-active, frequently repeated cathartic. The stools indicate the large 
presence of bile, and of the feculent secretion of the intestinal folli- 
'Cles. It does not cause, like podophyllin, violent vermicular motions 
-of the stomach and bowels, thereby producing nausea, griping and 
large discharges of gelatinous mucus, through irritant action. It is 
pre-eminently the most unobjectionable of cathartics to overcome hab- 
itually loaded abdominal viscera, not, however, in acute exacerbations, 
but in those of a more lingering character. Especially is it of eminent 
^service when, from a variety of causes, hepatic and intestinal torpor 
are conjoined. In these instances it should not, of course, be given 
more than once daily, and in amount sufficient to produce not more 
than one or two evacuations. Continued use does not habituate and 
blunt the system to its energy, consequently the dose does not require 
to be increased; in fact, as a rule, rather decrea.sed. 

For habitual constipation, two rules should be observed in its admin- 
istration : first, to give only enough to produce one or, at most, two 
-evacuations per day ; second, to order it to be taken with regularity at 
a certain time of each diurnal period. In the morning before break- 
fast is that usually preferred. The objects of these rules are to avoid 
^begetting debility by over-aclion, and to establish a habit of regular 
feculation. Of course, special indications require special combinations, 
of which nux vomica, in certain states of motory enervation, is an ex- 
ample ; but for ordinary and simple cases the following is a convenient 
form : 

R. Ext. euonymi, fluid f. giij. 

8yr. Huran tii f. 5 j. M. 

Slfe. One teaspoouful before breakfast. 

If the debility and torpor are somewhat extreme, a dose may be ta- 
ken before each meal, in which case half a teaspoonful is almost 
always amply sufficient. 

From careful comparison, the euonymus has precisely the same ther- 
apeutic virtues as the so-called cascara sagrada, only decidedly more 
.active, not only as a tonic, but as a corrector of hepatic languor and 
defective intestinal secretion. In large doses it is capable of hydra- 
gogue effect, perhaps less distressmg and prostrating than almost any 
♦other agent producing a like effect. It is here pioper to remark that 
the fluid extracts in the market are of unequal strength. 

In summing up, it may be said that in euonymus we have an inval- 
uable gastric tonic, mild cholagogue, pleasant laxative, or cathirtic, 
according to the dose. It is admirably adapted for correcting deficient 
secretion and excretion of the intestinal follicles, for toning gastric 
atony of a non-inflammatory type, and for accelerating biliary outflow, 
and so ridding the system of the depressing effects of an almost habit- 
ual hydro-carbonaceous excess. It is not a diuretic, nor an alterative, 
any more than any remedy with similar effects is an alterative. It is 
not, as a rule, adapted to the treatment of acute, or even subacute 
diseases, but for many of the lingering forms it is simply invaluable. 

Opening the Mastoid Process by Surgical Procedure. — In 

previous reports mention has been made of articles by Prof. Schwartze 
on this subject, which have been appearing in the Arch i v. fur Ohren- 
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heilkunde since 1872. They are now completed, and form a most 
valuable scientific investigation of the whole subject, based upon his 
observation of fifty cases. 

He begins with a review of the history of the procedure which was. 
known for a long time as Jasser's operation, from Dr. Jasser, a Prussian.' 
military surgeon, who performed it in 1776. In reality, however, it 
had been performed already by J. L. Petit, who died in 1750^ he 
bored through the healthy bone and evacuated decomposed pus fronx 
the mastoid cells, and seems to have partially appreciated the value of 
the operation both on caries of the mastoid and on chronic otorrhea. 
Jasser, almost accidentally, opened a carious mastoid with a probe,, 
and was greatly shocked to find that water syringed into the opening 
ran from the nose ; but as the result of the procedure was very favor- / 

able upon the ear disease, he did the same operation upon the other 
ear, with the result of curing the chronic otorrhea which existed there. 
Great expectations were now formed that the operation would relieve 
all forms of deafness, but on account of disappointment in this respect 
it soon fell into disrepute, yet was tried occasionally as a last resource, 
till Von Bergen, a prominent Danish physician, who desired it performed) 
on himself as a relief to deafness, dizziness and subjective noises, died 
from purulent miningitis, the result of perforating the brain instead of 
the mastoid cells. 

In cases where sequestra exist in a mastoid without external symp- 
toms, Schwartze considers the operation useful, but the difficulty is in 
making the diagnosis of this condition. Pain, fever, and a decidedly^ 
offensive odor to the otorrheal secretion, in spite of the most careful 
cleansing and disinfection of the tympanum and Eustachian tube, point 
to the existence of retained pus in the cells. 

The operation as a prophylactic measure merely, to relieve chronic 
suppuration of the tympanum, and to avoid the possible dangers of 
pyemia, meningitis and tuberculosis, as suggested by Von Troeltsch f 

and Jacoby, is considered by Schwartze of doubtful justification, on 
account of the risks of the operation and the possibility of anomalies 
in the formation of the parts involved. The operation is, however, 
an indicatio vitalis in these cases whenever symptoms of irritation of 
the brain are noticed. — Dr. Green, in Boston Medical and Siirgical 
JouruaL 

A Troublesome Parasite. — Madgie P., three years of age, whose 
home is in a neighborhood where, in the spring and fall, almost every 
case of sickness needs anti-malarial treatment, had been suffering, for 
seven or eight days, during last October, with a quotidian intermittent. 
After the old women's remedies had been exhausted I was sent for, 
and, as a matter of course, diagnosed the case malarial fever. The 
symptoms were — fever every afternoon, lasting until morning and fol- 
lowed by profuse sweats ; bowels alternately constipated and relaxed ; 
tongue somewhat dry and furred; continued thirst; disgust for all food 
except milk ; rapid emaciation ; extreme debility. 

Never during my experience has a case presented itself which called ^ 

more loudly and plainly and persistently for specific treatment. With 
emphatic assurances to the family that on the morrow, or at the furthest, 
the next day but one, their child would be transformed from this mis- 
erable state into something like its former self, I ordered the following : 



Southern Medical Record. 261 

(R.. Quinia sulphat grs. zvj. 

Vini pepsini; 

Wy*. glycerr., comp aa. f. ^^ j. M. 

Sig. Teaspoonful every two hours, as directed. 

Whether all physicians experience at times that * * soft and subtle " 
consciousness— that ^^Mens sibi conscia rectV^ — steal upon them and 
suffuse their inmost selves, I do not know ; but at the time of writing 
the above prescription I felt it, and pictured to myself how pleased the 
parents would "be to see their only child so soon relieved. My visit 
was made between breakfast and dinner. The next day, toward even- 
ing, I again visited my patient, and came upon hef in the act of taking 
a dose of medicine, which, almost as soon as swallowed, was ejected. 
This had been the case, I was informed, every time it was taken. She 
had a high fever, which came on at the usual time, and all the symp- 
toms were **/>/ statu quo ante bellum.^^ After giving orders to adminis- 
ter half the quantity of medicine, I left. Every day for two weeks 
my visits found the patient no better. Quinia, cinchonidia, cinchonia, 
followed by acid, hydrochlop. dil. and liq. potas. arsenit., with tinct 
aconiti, liq. potas. cit., etc., during the fever, were given persistently, 
sometimes ' being retained and sometimes rejected by the stomach. 
Tinally the child's parents were so emphatic in their denunciation of 
the ** nasty medicine," that, having in mind a vision of homeopathy 
and its sweetness stepping into ray shoes, I left some parvules of calo- 
mel, one-tenth grain each (prepared by Wm. R. Warner & Co.), to be. 
^iven one every two hours. The next day I approached the house 
with fear and trembling, expecting to find my little patient sinking. 
What was my surprise on being greeted by the mother with, * * Doctor, 
the baby is much better, and had no fever yesterday ! " She at the 
same time handed me a tumbler containing a large ascaris lunibricoides 
(round worm), which the child had passed the day before, after taking 
three or four parvules. The nausea had also disappeared. After this 
I paid but three more visits, and the child speedily recovered. — Dr. 
Shivers, in Medical and Surgical Reporter. 

Propylamine Chlorid. — As there have been various opinions 
given latterly in regard to the efficacy of propylamine in the treatment 
of acute inflammatory rheumatism, I deem it not amiss to give my ex- 
perience with it. I commenced the use of it some twenty years ago, 
soon after the reports of its use and success in the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital, and for several years procured the drug from Bullock & Cren- 
shaw, who manufactured it largely at that time. My first case was a 
young man aged nineteen, who had been suffering for three days 
intensely, and using colchicum without relief. I will not go into de- 
tails and occupy your space by giving symptoms with which every 
intelligent practitioner is familiar, but simply say he had the disease in 
its worst form, every muscle and joint in his body seemed to be affected. 
He begged of me, when I entered the room, not to shake the floor or 
touch him. I prepared and gave the medicine in accordance with the 
formula used at the Pennsylvania Hospital, to-wit : 

B . Propylamine chlorid . gr. 36. 

tiach. alba 2 ij. 

Aqua menth pip 3 vj. M. f. sol. 

and directed him to take a tablespoonful every two hours. He com- 
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menced taking at at lo a.m. I saw him next day at about the same 
hour; he was sitting in a chair, and, to use his own words, said,. 
** What is the doctor coming here for? There is nobody sick here."" 
He said he felt a little pain in one shoulder was all. I directed him* 
to continue the medicine every four hours and stay in his room. In 
less than a week he went to ploughing and never had another attack. 
This is only one of upwards of fifty cases, many of them of the worst 
type, that have been entirely relieved in from four to fourteen days, 
very few of them over ten days, and in no case have I found the dis- 
ease to return or leave any heart complication, unless the mischief had 
been done to that organ before the treatment was commenced. — ^W. 
W. TowNSEND, in Country Practitioner. 

Puerperal Eclampsia. — In one case of primipara, seventh month* 
of utero gestation, I was called about six a.m. and found the patient 
in convulsions, insensible, unable to swallow, face almost wiry, pulse 
wiry, snapping, and so rapid that it was almost impossible to count it;. 
OS undilated and firm — convulsions recurring every twenty minutes,, 
and lasting from one to three minutes. I had no anesthetic withini 
reach, but did the only thing at hand — I bled her sixteen ounces by a^ 
full, free incision ; it had no effect on the convulsions and did not 
change the pulse. 

The indications were plainly to reduce the heart's action by some 
means, but how ? She could not swallow ; bleeding failed. I luckily 
thought of my inseparable companions, tr. verat. viride and the hypo- 
dermic syringe. I immediately injected three drops of the tincture 
under the skin, and waited for the effects to develop. At the expira- 
tion of the succeeding half hour, I was gratified to find the pulse re- 
duced to one hundred and twenty ; I then repeated the injection off 
three drops, and in twenty minutes the pulse was sixty, no convulsion 
had occurred since the first injection, great beads of perspiration stood ^ 

upon the face, uterine contractions set in, and at the expication of one 
hour, the patient was delivered of a male child, which, fix)m the con^ 
dition of the cuticle, had evidently been dead several days. Five 
times since the occurrence of the above case, I have had occasion to* 
use the above treatment without Weeding, and with like favorable re- 
sults. In late years cases have been reported where enormous doses 
of veratrum have been injected, but such action is useless, ridiculous 
and criminal. Better results are to be obtained by smaller doses. 

That veratrum in its effects fills all the indications in sthenic cases of 
puerperal eclampsia is evident to any physician who understands its 
use. It is a fact generally admitted that quinine, given in small doses, 
frequently repeated, has in most cases a better effect on the system, 
than in large doses. After years of experience with veratrum, I am 
satisfied that small doses of the tincture, given at short intervals, either 
internally or hypodermically, has a better effect on the heart's actioni 
than when the dose is greater. — Country Practitioner. 

A Pleasant Remedy for Toothache. — Our cook presented her- ^ 

self to me with a swollen cheek, asking for something to relieve the 
toothache, from which she had been' suffering all night, and for which 
she refused to have the tooth extracted. As there was nothing of the 
usual kind at hand, I was on the point of telling her to call later at 
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my office, or go to a dentist, when it occurred to my memory that 
there was in the house a vial of compound tincture of benzoin, which 
I had been using upon a young mother as a protection against sore 
nipples. 

After cleansing the decayed tooth, I saturated a pledget of cotton 
lint with the tincture, and packed it well into the cavity, hoping this 
would suffice for the time ; and bidding her come back in two or three 
hours if she was not relieved. I was turning away when she said it 
might not be necessary, perhaps, as the pain was already gone. Sup- 
posing her faith had a lar^e share in the relief, I would not allow my- 
self to think that the medicine had anything to do with the cure any 
more than so much hot water would have done. 

But when I arrived at my office, two other patients were awaiting 
me with the same affliction, and I determined, by way of experiment, 
to use the same remedy. To my agreeable surprise, both patients de- 
clared themselves immediately relieved, and begged a vial of the tinc- 
ture for future use. 

During the winter a number of similar cases applied, and were in- 
stantly relieved by the same treatment, all expressing much sa^s&ction 
with the remedy. 

In December I told my druggist of the discovery, and recommended 
him to sell it to any person applying for *^ toothache drops." This, he 
reports, he has done, and that every one seems delighted with the med- 
iane. 

Now, as this is the day of ** small things," I trust that the * 'Brief" 
will pardon the size of this item, and duly credit me with the convic- 
tion of having contributed something useful, even if it be thought not 
at all brilliant. — ^T. C. Osborn, M.D., in MedUal Brief , 



and Oil in Skin Diseases. — Dr. Sherwell claims great 
success in the employment of linseed and oil. He says : 

1. If the patient were a male and had sound teeth, the seed itself 
was the best form in which to take it. The man could carry about ten 
ounces of this in his pockets, and would probably consume a teacup- 
ful in the course of a day. The ordinary domestic linseed was small 
and dark in color, and contained only about twenty per cent, of oil ; 
while that from 'Bombay or Calcutta (lyhich was the kind recommended), 
was larger, lighter in color, and contained about thirty per cent, of oil. 

2. In the case of women or children, the ground seed, mixed with 
milk in the form of a porridge, was more desirable, and was unpalata- 
ble to very few persons. 

3. In certain cases it could be given in the form of bread, although 
he did not consider this method quite so efficient as the others. The 
bread could be made by mixing linseed meal with flour in any propor- 
tion desired. This had been suggested to him by Dr. Piffard. (A 
loaf containing sixty per cent, of the meal was here presented to the 
Association, and was tasted by one or two of the members.) 

When linseed was eaten, a natural emulsification was performed 
with the recent oil found in the stomach, and it had been established 
by chemists that a recent oil was much more active than one which 
had been long exposed to oxidation. The hulls also served to stimu- 
late the peristaltic action of the intestines. He believed it had specific 
virtues in dry and scaly diseases of the skin, such as pityriasis rubra, 



264 Southern Medical Record. 

ichthyosis, and dry eczema, both on account of its special action upon 
the sebaceous secretion and its effect in improving the general condi- 
tion of the patient. Dr. Sherwell then gave in detail four cases of 
great obstinacy and severity, in which its curative influence was most 
happily shown. Two of them were cases of pityriasis rubra, one of 
pemphigus foliasis, and one of pemphigus vulgaris. He had also em- 
ployed it with most marked benefit in four cases of ichthyosis, and had 
cured a large number of cases of chronic eczema with it. The seed 
was given internally in one of the forms above mentioned, and the oil 
applied externally. The lubricating effect of the latter was most ad- 
mirable, and it had the advantage over most other oils of not becoming 
rancid when exposed to degraded epithelium. In eczema he was in 
the habit of wrapping the parts affected in a number of folds of linen 
saturated with it. He believed that flaxseed was a specific remedy for 
the sebaceous glands, increasing their secretion when it was dimin- 
ished, and restoring it to its natural character when it had been altered 
by disease. — N. K Med. Jour. 

Inverted Toe. Nail. — The first thing to be done is, with a piece 
of glass, to scrape the top of the nail, along its middle, as thin as can 
possibly be borne. Then, with a sharp knife, cut from the middle of 
the free edge a v-shaped piece, carrying the apex of the v back as far 
as possible. The inverted corner is not to be disturbed, but is to be 
allowed to grow out squarely. For I have long regarded the cutting 
away of the corner of the nail as the most frequent exciting cause of 
the very difficulty in question. I say exciting cause, for I firmly be- 
lieve, as Professor Gross intimates, that the main predisposing cause is 
heredity. I personally know a family in which the mother and th^ee 
children have been thus afflicted. And in another family, closely re- 
lated to the former, the mother and two children have been victims to 
the same annoyance. In these cases the children suffered in this way 
very early in life, thus lending considerable weight to the influence of 
heredity. 

To return to the line of treatment, however, under the corner of 
the nail, which was to be allowed to grow out squarely, there must be 
placed a pledget of lint, of as large size as possible. This piece of 
lint must be thoroughly saturated with a mixture consisting of three 
grains of carbolic acid to one ounce of glycerin. Pains must be taken 
to have the lint wedged as tightly under the nail as po.ssible. The lint 
must be renewed at least once daily. By these means I have been 
able to cure every case which has come under my charge. Some of 
these cases had for years, I was told, presented an ulcerating surface, 
covered with unhealthy granulation, and emitting an intensely fetid 
discharge. — Dr. J. \V. Hickman, in Med. and Surg. Reporter. 

Salivation of Pregnancy. — Dr. P. C. Williams, in Baltimore 
Academy of Medicine, stated that one of his lady patients had exhib- 
ited this symptom to a most annoying degree. She seemed to have 
excessive salivation from the day of conception, and in spite of all 
treatment, including belladonna, it continued until she was relieved 
by labor. In this case, he spoke within bounds when he referred to 
quarts of saliva discharged in the twenty-four hours. This secretion 
continued when the pupils were dilated, and the throat felt parched 
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from the physiological action of belbidonna. For three successive 
pregnancies, this annoying symptom had shown itself. In one of the 
pregnancies, the foetus died at the fourth month, but was carried to 
term, when a four months' child was born without decomposition, but 
bleached as if it had been kept in alcohol. The insalivation stopped 
with the death of the child, and did not return, notwithstanding the 
;presence of the foetus in utero. 

Dr. B. B. Browne mentioned that, having failed in securing relief 
for one of his patients from belladonna, he had succeeded in checking 
the profuse salivary secretion by means of viburnum prunifolium. He 
considered its action to be a uterine sedative, allaying reflex irritation, 
and in that way stopping the inordinate salivary secretion. 

Pyrogallic Acid in Internal Hemorrhage. — Dr. Vesey has 
'been led to try the effects of pyrogallic acid in the treatment of inter- 
nal hemorrhages from noticing its astringent effects when applied lo- 
yally to the hands. He finds that it is of the greatest use when admin- 
istered in grain doses in cases of hemoptysis, and suggests that it might 
be used in the form of spray. A combination of the remedy with 
ergot affords a very powerful means of arresting internal hemoirhage. 
Pyrogallic acid appears to have the following advantages : The dose 
is small ; it does not disarrange the stomach in the way that the usual 
tannic or gallic acid mixtures do ; it does not cause vomiting as iron 
-and ergot mixtures ; it is easily taken, and has no disagreeable after 
taste. It appears to be more rapid and certain than any of the reme- 
dies mentioned above, and far surpasses the time-honored acid infusion 
iof roses or pil. plumbi cum opio. It dissolves readily in water or in 
spirit. A spirit solution of definite strength affords a convenient and 
ready method of administration. The grain doses are given every 
half hour till the hemorrhage is arrested, and may then, as a precau- 
tionary measure, be ordered every four hours, as long as the expecto- 
.Tation is tinged. — Dublin Jour, of Med. Sci. 

Antidote to Poison. — If a person swallows any poison whatever, 
or has fallen into convulsions from having overloaded the stomach, an 
instantaneous remedy, most efficient and applicable in a large number 
of cases, is a heaping teaspoonful of common salt, and as much ground 
mustard, stirred rapidly in a teacupful of water, warm or cold, and 
swallowed instantly. It is scarcely down before it begins to come up, 
bringing with it the remaining contents of the stomach ; and lest there 
be any remnant of the poison, however small, let the white of an egg 
or a teaspoonful of strong coffee be swallowed as soon as the stomach 
is quiet, because these very common articles nullify a larger amount of 
virulent, poisons than any medicines. — Brief. 

Poisoning by Glanders. — Glanders is a disease which the laws 
of every State should require to be stamped out by the instant destruc- 
tion of the animal which has it. Quite a number of fatal cases in the 
human subject have been reported this year, both in England and 
America. It will not add to the comfort of the thousands of men who 
make daily use of trotting wagons and buggies to know that cases are 
related in which passengers in such vehicles have been infected with 
glanders by matter thrown off from the horses behind which they were 
seated. — Med. and Surg. Reporter. 
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Arsenic as a Blood and Cardiac Tonic. — Dr. Lockie, of the 
Cumberland Infirmary, calls attention to the remarkable effects obtained 
from the administration of arsenic in certain forms of anemia, in which 
iron and good food had failed to produce any benefit. Certain cases 
which have occurred in Dr. Lockie's practice, and of which the details 
are given, are cited to show that in cases of anemia approaching in 
gravity the so-called essential or pernicious anemia, the administration 
of liquor arsenicalis in five-minim doses was most advantageous. The 
author also supposes that the remedy might be useful in chorea and 
phthisis, since both are diseases associated with an anemic condition. 
In regard to arsenic as a cardiac stimulant, it is believed to be a valua- 
ble adjunct to digitalis, and in ordinary valvular disease of the heart, 
where there is a failure of compensation with its consequent results. 
Further, it seems to be of great value in fatty degeneration, and this 
in spite of the fact that recent experiments tend to show that fatty de- 
generation of the heart is one of the results of feeding animals with 
arsenic, /. ^., of the administration of arsenic in large doses. — British 
Medical Journal. 

Strangury from Blisters Prevented. — Mr. G. Dannecy, chief 
pharmacien of the Bordeaux's hospitals, proposes in the BuUetin de 
ThetapetUique the following improvement in the mode of applying blis- 
ters : 

The following is the modus operandi: The blistering plaster, having 
been spread of the shape and size indicated, is dusted with a mixture of 
equal parts of coarsely powdered cantharides and carbonate of soda» 
The powder is then strongly pressed with the palm of.the hand, to in- 
sure the adherence of the powder, and the surface is covered with oiled 
tissue paper. This method has been used exclusively for several years 
past, and only one complaint has ever been noted, no matter what may 
have been the size of the blisters. Besides, it has been observed that 
the vesicating effect was produced more rapidly than with the ordinary 
plaster. — Drug, Circ. and Chttn. Gazette. 

Treatment of Hemorrhoids. — Dr. W. M. Bemus, in Medical 
Brief, says : Seeing the appeal of Dr. G. M. Herndon for a remedy 
in hemorrhoids, where the llgj^jture or knife be not deemed advisable, 
I should recommend a remedy that I have sometimes used with marked 
success. I should be pleased if the gentlemen would give it a trial, 
and report through the columns of this journal : 

K . Iodoform 80 grains. 

Ext. bvoeeyaiuus solid IS grains. 

No. 10. Hig. Introduce one in the rectum night and morning. 

This suppository, with the addition of belladonna solid extract in 
the proportion of one-half grain to a suppository, is a very satisfactory 
mode of treatment for enlarged prostate. 

Bryonia and Drosera for Hooping-cough. — During the ca- 
tarrhal stage, give the tincture of bryonia. During the spasmodic 
stage, give tincture of drosera. Under the action of the latter, the 
disease very rapidly subsides. So says M. Louve La-Mere in L'An- 
nee Medicale. — Journal of Materia Medica, 
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Resection of the Infra-orbital Nerve. — Dr. Lasalle {These de 
PariSy and Bulletin General de Therapeutiqui) is of opinion that resec- 
tion of the nerve is the only efficient way of healing, or at least soothing, 
inveterate chronic neuralgia. It ought to be performed either beyond, 
the painful branches, or between them and the root of the nerve, bpt 
as far as possible from its termination. In cases of peripheric neuralgia 
the pain ceases almost instantaneously after the operation, but if its- 
cause be in the nervous centres, the pain is only temporarily calmed. 
Having duly considered all these points, the author gives it as his 
opinion that the most favorable spot for the resection of the nerve is 
the orbital cavity, the operation being neither difficult nor the conse- 
quences dangerous. This situation is, therefore, preferable to the 
pterigo-maxillary fossa, where it is very difficult to perform the opera- 
tion. It is also attended by much danger, so that it ought only to be 
made when the neuralgic pains have been caused by some traumatic 
affection of Meckel's ganglion. Dr Lasalle thiaks it also advisable to 
remove the whole of the superior maxillary nerve instead of simply 
dividing or resecting it within the orbital cavity, as these operations* 
only afford a momentary relief — London Med, Record, 

Cheap Disinfectant. — Dr. John Day, of Gelong, Australia, re- 
commends for civil and military hospitals, and for the destruction of the 
germs of contagious diseases, a disinfectant composed of one part oi' 
rectified spirits of turpentine and seven parts of benzine, to each ounce 
of which five drops of essence of verbena have been added. The puri- 
fying and disinfecting properties are due to the presumed power of each 
of these ingredients to absorb oxygen from the atmosphere, and to con- 
vert it either into peroxide of hydrogen or ozone. 

Clothing, furniture, papers, books, etc., can be saturated with the 
mixture without suffering detriment, and its action persists for an almost 
indefinite time, whether the disinfectant has been applied to a porous, 
surface or not This may be proved by pouring upon any disinfected, 
object a few drops of a solution of potassium iodide ; the peroxide of hy- 
drogen, which is being continually produced, frees the iodine and. 
gives rise to dark brown spots. 

The disinfectant may be applied with a sponge, or a brush ; where it 
is possible, the object should be immersed in the liquid and then 
allowed to dry. — Lyon Medical. 

Suberine in Excoriated Nipples. — The treatment advised by 
Dr. Brochard for sore and excoriated nipples is so simple that it de- 
serves publicity. 

As soon as an excoriation or a crack, no matter how small, appears* 
upon the breast of a nursing woman, the nipple and areola should be 
washed with pure water, and after drying, powdered with suberine, or" 
impalpable powder of cotk. Suberine, which I always use for infants, 
is far preferable to lycopodium, which is an inert powder, because it 
contains tannin and is exceedingly cheap, an important consideration 
with many mothers. After applying the powder, the nipple is covered, 
with a piece of gold-beater's skin placed over the nipple, thus allowing 
the baby to suck without causing pain to the nurse. After the infant 
has finished its meal, the nipple is again washed, powdered and cov- 
ered. — Detroit Lancet. 
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Vaccination as a Preventive of other Diseases than Vari- 
ola. — Among numerous interesting points in a report of a committee 
•on vaccination and re-vaccination to the Medical Society of the county 
•of King, New York, we find the statement that vaccination seems to 
•exclude other diseases. In Wurtemberg, during five years, there were 
325,646 births, of which number 208,322 were vaccinated. It has been 
assumed that three weeks is the average period during which the sys- 
tem is under the influence of the vaccine element. Of the number vac- 
cinated, there were but 70 deaths during those three weeks, that is, 
one death in 3,000, while 35 would be the average number of deaths 
during the same number of weeks in children under one year. During 
the first three years the deaths would be t,ooo, or 20 for the three weeks 
instead of one. Then, in children under one year, the death-rate, 
during the three weeks, is 35 times less than if the child were not under 
the influence of the vaccine, and under three years of age the average 
is twenty times less under similar circumstances. — Cituin. Lancet and 
Clinic, 

Therapeutic Effects of Bryony. — Dr. Louvet-Lamare has pub- 
lished, in the Anme Medicale de Caen, some interesting observations on 
the effect of bryony and drosera in whooping-cough. In the first stage 
of the disease he administers tincture of bryony, in daily doses of fif- 
teen minims, to children aged seven years ; and states that it very 
quickly diminishes the bronchitis, stimulates the appetite, and does not 
create nausea. This plant seems to possess astringent properties, as is 
shown in the remark made by Barbier in his Materia Medica^ vol. 3d, 
where he says that the peasant women are in the habit of taking, during 
some days, enemata made with the roots of bryony, when they cease 
to nurse their babies, and wish to j^revent the secretion of milk in the 
mammae. 

Drosera has proved very efficient when whooping-cough has reached 
the paroxysmal stage. It was also employed formerly against dropsy 
and disease of the lungs, and is said to have been used with apparent 
success in phthisis. — Med. Science. 

Phosphide of Zinc. — Gros, in La France Medicale, extols this 
article, and advises its use in nervous affections, and especially in hys- 
teria; giving at the same time a long list of neuroses in which it has 
been successfully used by physicians ifi America and England. He 
says that, though hysteria is an affection strange in its termination, so 
many cures have been reported that we should prefer this remedy to 
others because of its promptness of action, its facility of administration, 
and its innocuousness. It is stated that, contrary to expectation, it is 
innocuous, because if a toxic dose is given, vomiting invariably occurs, 
which prevents the poisonous action of the drug. The best form for 
administration is the granule. — Med. News. 

Salicylic Acid Enemata in Dysentery. — Dr. Berthold employs 
an enemata consisting of i gramme of salicylic acid, 300 grammes of 
distilled water, and alcohol q. s. In dysentery with tenesmus and 
l)loody stools, he administers it every four hours. The tenesmus di- 
minishes, and the number of stools is rapidly reduced, the fecal mat- 
ters gradually acquiring their normal appearance, the temperature di- 
minishing, and the appetite returning. — Med. and Surg. Rep. 
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Arrow^root for Infants. — Dr. Davis (Virginia Medical Monthly), 
says that there is, perhaps, no error more common than that of admin-, 
istering to the infant arrowroot, corn starch, tapioca, rice, oatmeal, sago, 
bread, crackers, or other starch foods, with the idea of thereby enrich-, 
ing the aliment provided by the substitution of cow*s milk. This error 
is a very grave one, and the administration of this starch food is very 
injurious to infants, as it is not until after dentition that diastase is se- 
creted by the salivary glands, and starch food remains in the stomach 
and intestines, not as food, but as a substance non-assimilable, foreign, 
and only disposed to irritate the delicate membranes. Dr. Routh, 
author of ** Infant Feeding and its Influence on Life," says: **I can-, 
not conceive anything more injurious than arrowroot feeding. I be- 
lieve it is a cause of death of many infants." 

Iodide of Potassium in Vomiting. — Dr. Formica Corsi states, 
that he has cured with this drug cases of persistent vomiting that 
proved rebellious to the usual methods of treatment, and that he has. 
known it to be equally successful in the hands of other practitioners. 
He cite3 the case of a woman who was suffering from typhoid fever and. 
was at the same time in the second month of pregnancy. The vomiting 
resisted all the known anti-emetics. • Finally he ordered a teaspoonful 
every hour and a half of a mixture consisting of half a grain of iodide, 
of potassium in three ounces of water. On the following day the vomit- 
ing had ceased. 

De Gine confirms this statement concerning the anti-emetic proper- 
ties of the drug, and states further that, when given in doses of one- 
sixth to five-sixths of a grain per diem, it possesses decided laxative 
qualities. — Gazette Obstetricak, 

The Opium Habit. — A correspondent of the New York Times> 
who professes to have been cured of the opium habit at the New York 
Inebriate Asylum, says that no drug can take the place of opium, and 
that those persons who profess to cure the opium habit by giving a 
substitute are mostly charlatans. He was not entirely deprived of the 
accustomed stimulant at once, but was allowed a small portion for two 
weeks in daily decreasing doses. After the opium had been aban- 
doned, he was given belladonna by day and hydrate of chloral at 
night. The chloral was to induce sleep ; this was reduced from what 
would be equivalent to about thirty grains of the salt, until at the end 
of the month it was nothing at all. By this time he could sleep with- 
out it. He was cured in a month, and, in the two months he remained 
there afterwards, gained in weight twenty pounds.— y!b«r. Chem, 

• 

Treatment of Asthma. — Dr. S. G. Armor says : In the treat- 
ment of asthma, the iodide of potassium is the remedy. But there is a 
class, in which there is an inflammatory element, that not unfrequently 
resists that treatment. For these he is in the habit of prescribing a 
preliminary treatment of divided doses of the bi-chloride of mercury,, 
one-sixteenth to one-twentieth of a grain, for two or three weeks. 

Under this drug the exudation becomes less viscid and tenacious, 
and the subsequent exhibition of the iodide of potassium becomes more 
efficient. Dr. Armor gave an account of two very stubborn cases, the 
cure of which was brought about under this plan. — Med, News. 
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Successful Cataract Extraction in an Unpromising Case. 

Dr. Chisolm reported a successful cataract extraction in a lady patient 
weighing nearly four hundred pounds. On account of her excessive 
plethora, the anterior chamber became filled with blood, making it 
very difficult to cleanse it' before the lens was removed. For fear of 
inflammation, the patient was kept under the full effects of opium for 
two weeks. She had an uninterrupted convalescence, and did not 
•suffer a moment's pain after the day of operation. At the expiration 
of fourteen days, she could read ordinary print, in evidence that a 
perfect success had followed upon the cataract extraction in so unprom- 
ising a patient. — Va, Med. Monthly, 

Cure of the Opium Habit. — Dr. Osgood, of the Missionary 
Hospital at Foochow, has treated successfully several hundred cases of 
the opium habit by the following plan : 

1. The total and absolute discontinuance of the opium from the 
beginning of treatment. 

2. A trusty attendant to be with the patient day and night for the 
first three days. 

3. Chloral hydrate for the first three nights, if required. 

4. Oood food, milk, raw eggs, brandy (in some cases), and chicken 
broth. (The above is taken in small quantities and frequently.) 

5. In diarrhea, give two-drachm doses of a mixture of equal parts 
of tincture of catechu and tincture of ginger. — Med. and Surg. Rep. 

Bromide of Ammonium in too Frequent Menstruation. 

J. R. Black, M.D., of Ohio, speaks in exalted terms, in the Ohio 
Medical Recorder, of the effectiveness of this treatment. Its admin- 
istration should begin at least a week before the expected molimen, in 
doses of ten grains before each meal and at bed-time. Syrup of orange 
peel is a suitable vehicle for its administration. As a precautionary 
measure, the medicine should be taken before two or three subsequent 
and consecutive periods to prevent the possible reappearance, of the 
abnormal issue. Iron and quinine we find to be our surest treatment 
for this menstrual disorder. — Med. Neu^s. 

Cancer of the Womb Treated Tvith Bromine Injections. 

(By Dr. Williams, of Vienna.) — A woman, fifty years of age, had 
been treated for cancer of her womb, and the os had been removed. 
This was followed by new epithelial ulcers, which were touched with 
red-hot iron. After this, he used injections of bromine, one part to 
three of rectified alcohol, five to ten drops at a time. After three in- 
jections, the disease yielded. It is necessary to surround the pafts 
with cotton or wool, saturated in an alkali, to escape injury from the 
bromine. — Pa. Med. Monthly. 

Acute Glaucoma in a Woman 49 Years Old. — She was 

treated by injections of corrosive sublimate in the nucha, and by fric- 
tions with glycerin, 100 parts, and iodine, one part. The injections 
were continued daily for two weeks, and then every other day for 
three weeks, when they, as well as the frictions, were discontinued. 
This inoffensive treatment cured the disturbance of the vitreous body 
and restored sight. — Va. Med. Monthly. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



A Voltaic Pencil. — Le Technologiste gives the following descrip- 
tion of an instrument which seems to be an improvement on Edison's 
electric pen : It is to Mr. Bellet, a Parisian, that we owe the invention 
of the voltaic pencil, which perforates the paper in the same manner 
that it is pierced by Edison's electric pen, but without the intervention 
of the needle vibrated by a little electro-motor. Instead of actuating a 
needle as in the ordinary pricking machines, used by those who design 
laces, embroideries, etc. , the electric current itself passes through the 
paper; for, as is well known, the lead of a pencil is a good conductor. 
This arrangement is advantageous m that the artist sees the traces of 
his work, his method of working being in no way different from the 
one which he habitually uses. But more than this, by means of this 
voltaic pencil, so skillfully perfected by its inventor, the artist, by 
drawing directly upon the lithographic stone or the metal plate, can 
now dispense with the services of the engraver, who so often denatu- 
ralizes the artist's work. Mr. Bellet, encouraged by his first success, 
has taken out patents in every country, and a company Jias been formed 
which will be able to provide a series of apparatus by which a person 
wholly ignorant of the properties of electricity can reproduce almost 
instantaneously the most delicate and complicated designs. By the 
means of slight modifications the apparatus will produce pounce 
patterns similar to those obtained by Edison's pen, lithographs on stone, 
etchings, and stereotype plates. The inventor imagines that this in- 
vention will lead to a revolution in the manner of illustrating books 
and papers. — /ouhmI of Chemistry. 

A Princely Trial of an old Remedy. — Under the heading, 
*'The Prince of Wales's Courage," the London World relates the fol- 
lowing incident : ' ' The heir apparent and Dr. Lyon Playfair were 
standing ^near a caldron containing lead which was boiling at white 
heat. * Has your Royal Highness any faith in science?' said the 
doctor. * Certainly,' replied the prince. * Will you, then, place your 
hand in the boiling metal and ladle out a portion of it ? ' * Do you 
tell me to do this?' asked the prince. * I do,' replied the doctor. 
The prince then ladled out some of the boiling lead with his hand, 
without sustaining any injury. It is a well-known scientific fact that 
the human hand may be placed uninjured in lead boiling at white heat, 
being protected from any harm by the moisture of the skin. Should 
the lead be at a perceptibly lower temperature, the effect need not be 
described. After this, let no one underrate the courage of the Prince 
of Wales." There seems a spice of flunkeyism in this. The prince 
may be supposed to have learned when he was a schoolboy that the 
experiment is perfectly safe. It requires a little ** nerve," to be sure, 
to perform it, but can hardly be considered a test of one's **courage." 
Journal of Chemistry, 

A Substitute for the Horse. — A number of country practition- 
ers in England are employing bicycles or tricycles as a means of loco- 
motion, and the use of those vehicles is increasing considerably. They 
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do hot supply the place of a horse entirely, but they enable physicians, 
to do away with an extra one. The bicycles are made of iron and 
steel, the rim of the wheel being covered with rubber. Upon them 
one can travel over tolerably rough and icy roads, and up quite steep- 
grades. On good ground the rate of speed is a mile in five min- 
utes; racing speed being, however, much greater. The ordinary 
rate of travel is eight or ten miles an hour. Tricycles are also made, 
which are safer than the bicycles and nearly as fast. In these the rider 
sits between two wheels which he propels by a treading motion ; a 
third and guiding wheel is placed in front. There are very likely 
many places in this country where this mode of locomotion could be 
used with advantage. — Hospital Gazette, 

A Scientific Hoax ? — An improbable story reaches England from 
Australia concerning an invention by a Signer Rotura. Life is tempo- 
rarily suspended and restored at pleasure by the use of poison 
and its antidote, and the interval is indefinitely prolonged by cool- 
ing the body, meanwhile, below the lowest temperature at which, 
mortification or putrefaction could take place. A dog, a sheep, an ox,, 
may thus be rendered cataleptic, preserved, and after weeks or months- 
restored to life. Thus they will be packed in the cold hold of the ship' 
at Sidney, and, being restored to life at Liverpool, will walk off to an 
English market. This ** wonderful discovery" has been the theme of 
much comment in the English papers, and has led to an interesting 
address on the subject of '* suspended animation" by Dr. B. W. Ri- 
chardson, who shows that, improbable as the alleged invention may be,, 
it is by no means outside the range of scientific i>ossibilities. — Journal of 
Chemistry. 

Physiological Action of Borax. — It is well known that borax- 
has been advantageously applied in preservation of meat. Some ex- 
periments have lately been made by M. de Coyon as to the physiologi- • 
cal action of that substance. He fed dogs by one series of experi- 
ments, on meat preserved by M. Jourde's process, and in another on. 
fresh food to which various quantities of borax were added. It was 
found that borax added to meat to the extent of 12 grammes daily 
(which is ten times what the Jourde's process requires), may be taken, 
in diet without causing the least disorder of general nutrition. Fur- 
ther, borax substituted for common salt increases the power of assimi-^ 
lating meat, and may greatly increase the weight of an animal, even, 
when the alimentation is exclusively albuminoid.. These observations,, 
we are reminded, apply only to pure borax, that is, containing neither 
salts of alum and lead nor carbonate of soda^ which are often met with 
in the borax of commerce. 

The new sphygmophone, invented by Dr. Benjamin W. Richardson, 
makes the movements of the arterial pulse so audible that the sounds 
can be distinctly heard throughout a room large enough to hold more 
than a hundred people. The apparatus consists of an ordinary instru- 
ment for the registration of the pulse, with magnetic and telephonic 
attachments. This invention suggests the possibility that a physician* 
in his office might hear the heart-beats of his patient a mile distant. 
Dr. Richardson traces a strong resemblance to the words ** bother it"* 
in the sound of the human pulse under oatunal conditions.. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULi:. 



Viburnum Prunifolium. — Dr. J. C. McCoy, of Texas, writes : 
I have used this remedy in several cases of threatened abortion. I will 
mention one case. Mrs. S., living two miles from town, has miscar- 
ried four times in last three years, always at the end of third month of 
gestation ; was called to see her about six months ago ; found her having 
uterine hemorrhage and pains; gave her morphine hypodermically to 
relieve pain. I then gave her tincture viburnum in teaspoonful doses 
every three hours, jintil all symptoms of abortion subsided, then three 
times a day for two weeks. Had no more trouble with her until the 
24th of last month, when I delivered her of a pair of boys weighing 
seven or eight pounds. 

I have used it in menorrhagia with success. 

I am now giving it to a case of sterility ; will report when it is 
** proven." 

I prepare it by getting the bark of the green root, dry it in the shade, 
macerate eight ounces in a pint of dilute alcohol fifteen days, and 
filter. 

Query. — Dr. W. VV. Carpenter writes from California : The se- 
cretion formed by the three pairs of salivary glands, to which are added 
the fluids furnished by the lingual and palatine glands, and the nume- 
rous follicular glands of the buccal mucous membrane, constitutes the 
saliva, the organic constituents of which are pty aline and mucus, apd 
the xanthroproteic reaction proves the presence of albumen also. 

The food, uniting with that secretion, passes . into the stomach, 
receives the gastric and mucous secretions of that organ when it be- 
comes chyme. It then pas ;es into the duodenum, where it receives 
' the biliary and pancreatic secretions, making another change, and it 
becomes chyle. Now, all this is physiological. Is it physiological to 
reverse this order of nature and place chyle in the home of chyme — 
the stomach ? If not, then is pancreatine a suitable remedy to admi- 
nister by the stomach ? 

I ask for professional opinion. 

[As pai/creatine contained in the pancreatic juice has been shown to 
possess the property of emulsifying fatty matters passing from the 
stomach into the duodenum, we can see no reason why, in case where 
the natural secretion is deficient, pancreatine administered by the 
stomach may not, in some measure at least, substitute the deficiency 
by emulsifying the oily matters previous to their entrance into the duo 
denum. Ed. W.] 

Pneumonia. — Dr. R. E. Hutchins, of Miss., writes : I herewith 
enclose you my approval of Dr. Alban S. Payne's treatment of pneu- 
monia. Think his article on this so fatal disease a valuable one, well 
worth the attention of every practitioner of medecine. I must confess 
that he has expressed my views on the treatment of pneumonia more 
fully and clearer than I could even dare to do. I will, however; say — 
hoping that some impetus may be given to Dr. Payne's views — that I 
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have treated pneumonia for the last two years, by using fly blistei*, 
opium, quinine, carb. ammonia, calomel and good chicken tea, with 
almost perfect success, and I am inclined to believe that these drugs are 
X\\Q sine qua non in the treatment of nearly every case of pneumonia. 

Hydrobromic Acid. — The affinity of hydrobromic acid for bases 
is between that of hydrochloric and hydriotic acids. I have prescribed 
it most frequently in half-drachm doses well diluted. 

1. B Dilute hydrobromic acid. 

iSyrup aafl. 5J- 

Dose, a teaspoonful in water. 

This is not unpleasant to the taste, and may be given to obtain the • s 

constitutional effect of bromine as usually administered in combination 
with a base. It also acts like other mineral acids in being tonic, refri- 
gerant, solvent, alterative, etc., and is very useful in the bilious condi- 
tions, including fevers, where the morbid symptoms recede with the 
coating on the tongue. I use litde else in remittent fever. 

2. R .Sulphate of quinia 16 to 80 grs. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid 

Syrup aa fl. 5j. 

Dofsc, teaspoonful in water. 

This is extremely bitter, and in this respect cannot be improved by 
other additions. Like other acidulous preparations it is incompatible 
with licorice. Bromine has the power of modifying, in a marked 
degree, the cerebral effects of quinine; hence the value of this combina- 
tion, aside from the alterative and other properties of the acid. In all 
cases of intermittent fever, I continue an antiperiodic from ten to 
thirteen days after the paroxysm ceases, and for permanent and other 
satisfactory results, this combination has proved to be far superior in 
my hands to any other not containing acid. \ 

3. B Sulphate of ciuchonia 15 to 45 grs. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid 

Byrup au fl. gj. 

Dose, teaspoonful in water. 

I can discover no difference in the effect of cinchonia and quinine, 
except that the latter is to be preferred as a stimulant. I prescribe cin- 
chonia because of its cheapness. 

4. B Red iodide of mercury 1 gr. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid fl. ,^j. 

Fl. ext. orange peel 

Hyrup ia:i 3 iv. 

Dose, teaspoonful in water. 

The iodide of mercury is decomposed, the bromide being formed 
with the elimination of the iodine in the form of hydriotic acidj Mer- 
cury may be given in this manner for a long time without producing 
ptyalism, the salt being rapidly excreted. 

5. B Tartarcraetic 2 grs. 

IkMiarcotized tincture of opium fl. jH. 

Dilute hydrobromic ucid fl. ^j* 

JSyrup to make fl. 5 ij. 

Dose, teaspoonful in water. 
For acute bronchitis. 
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6, R Syrupof bromide of iron fl. ,^iv. 

Bromide of quinia 16 ^rs. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid fl. J^y 

Byrup fl. 3iv. 

Dose, teaspoonful in water. 

The wide applicability of this tonic is readily suggested by its compo- 
sition. 

7. B Subcarbonate of bismuth 80 ^rs. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid fl. ,^j. 

Dissolve and add 

Saccharated pepsine 80 prs. 

Syrup to make fl. ^ ij. 

Filter. Dose, teaspoonful in water. 

This is preferable to ammoniated citrate of bismuth with pepsine, 
because it is not only permanent in the bottle, but it is not precipitated 
in the stomach as is the citrate. Its indications are evident to the pro- 
fessional reader. To it may be added pancreatine, with or without the 
pej)sine, — JVinv Preparations. 

Simple Elixir. — A good formula for this pleasant and convenient 
vehicle was given on page 219 of our last volume, and is as follows. 

R Oil of orange dr. j. 

Oil cinnamon gtts. x. 

Oil anise gttn. v. 

Oil bitter almond gtts. ij. 

Alcohol pints ij. 

Dissolve the oil in the alcohol and add the tmcture, and triturate 
carb. of magnesia oz. ij ; then add gradually 4^ pints of water ; filter or 
strain, and add 3 i)ounds loaf sugar. 

This is a most pleasant menstruum in which to administer disagree- 
able drugs. 

Syphilitic Phthisis. — In a case of syphilitic phthisis, reported by 
Dr. Ross to Richmond Academy of Medicine, the following prescrip- 
tion had a magical effect. 

R HydrarR. chlorid. corros grs. i. 

Potass, iodid 5 ss. 

Ext. stilling, fl 5j. 

Hyr. sarsHu. comp 5 j. 

Tine, cincnon. comp., 5 iv 

M. ft. sol. et sig. : One teaspoonful three times daily, after meals. 

Dyspepsia. — 

R Comp. tinct. gentian. 

Fl. extract valerian aa ,^ iv. 

Tinct. nux vomica i^\, 

Bi-carb. soda ;5 iii. 

Carbolic acid gtts x. M 

One teaspoonful after meals. 

The carbolic acid is added to prevent acid fermentation in the 
stomach. It also serves to preserve the mixture. 
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Intermittent fever. — Dr. McCready, of Pennsylvania, writes : I 
have found very satisfactory results from the following receipts in 
fevers. 

R Ferri phosphates jij. 

Zinci sulph 3 ss. 

Quini sulph ^i. M 

Three to twelve grs. may be given at intervals of one to four hours. 

B Quini sulph a^ i. 

Piperin a^ ii 

ffalicin ^iii. 

Dose, three to twelve grs. every one to four hours. 

Hypodermic Injection of Ergctine. — Either one. of the two 
subjoined formulas can be used. 

1. B Ergotine (extract of ergot) 38 grains. 

Diluted alcohol 114 minims. 

Glycerine 114 ** M 

Each minim represents about one-sixth of a grain of ergotine. The 
dose is from five to twelve minims. 

2. B Ergotine 1 drachm. 

Water 1 fluid drachm. 

Dissolve and filter. Dose, one to three minims or more. — I>rug. 
Circ, and Chan. Gazette, 

Quinia with Opium. — It is affirmed that opium added to quinine 
increases the efficiency of both articles, requiring a less quantity of 
each ingredient to give equal results ; thus 

Pulv. doveri grs. v. 

Quinine grs. ii. 

would be more effectual than three grains of quinine alone. 

Sulph. morphia gr. \ 

Quinine gr. i 

equal in effect to yi of a grain of the morphia alone. 

Assafetida modifies opium. For instance the following combination 
is excellent to procure rest in nervous and hysterical females. 

B Assafetida. 

Pulv. doveri aa gr. iv. 

as a dose. 

Tine, of Iodine in Cholera Infantum. — This remedy, in 
doses of one drop every two to three hours, given in sweetened mint 
water, or mint toddy, has been found adapted to some cases. The 
following formula is suggested. 

B Tine, iodine v gtts. x. 

Aqua cinnamomi .^ ij. 

Carbolic acid gr. j. M 

Dose, one teaspoonful every one to three hours. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



EDITORIAL NOTICES. 

WANTED, — All the money that Is due us on subscriptions. 
Friend, your good intention does not enable us to pay the printer. He 
requires the cash. Please remit at once. 

Decennial Pharmacopeal Cojivcntion. — The S^ixth Decennial Phamia- 
copeal Convention is appointed to meet in WashingtoUi D. C, on the 
first Wednesday in May, 1880. 

Wm, B, Warner <t Co,^8 Quinine Pifls. — We have been furnished with 
A beautiful sample of sugar-coated quinine pills from the house of Wm. 
R. Warner & Co. They are put up in superb style, and are pure and 
excellent. These sugar-coated pills we can recommend as pure, soluble 
and reliable, as we have tested tbem in practice, and know whereof we 
speak. Bee their new advertisement in this number. 

Colden^'a Liehig^s Extract of Beef ^ the advertieement of which may be 
seen in our journal, is doubtless an excellent preparation. The need of 
sate and invigorating dietetic preparations in low conditions of the sys- 
tem is almost daily felt by the practitioner. The above preparation is 
certainly worthy of trial, ite value having been tested and sustained by 
eminent practitioners. 

Southern Medical College Announcement. — The great interest which 
seems to be felt by the profession in this new Institution, and the numer- 
ous inquiries made in regard to it, has induced us to insert the College 
Announcement in our Miscellaneous Department. The corner-stone of 
the building was laid by the Masons on the 8th instant, with appropriate 
and inspiring ceremonies, with music, and in the presence of a large 
concourse of citizens. The address of Dr. T. 8. Powkll, President of 
the Board of Trustees, and that also of Rev. D. K. Butler, Grand Mas- 
ter and conductor of ceremonies, were both highly commended as mas- 
ter- pieces of eloquence. Numerous articles were deposited in the corner- 
stone by ditlerent individuals, the list of which we regiet we have not 
space for at present. It will be noticed that the Chairs of Surgery and 
Chemintrif are not yet supplied. W^e are assured the Board will see that 
they are properly and ably filled, and will soon announce their names. 
We trust that this new and important Southern enterprise will secure 
the approval and influence of every member of the profession. W. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

AMERICAN HEALTH PBJMEBSy now being issued by Lindsay 
A, Blakiston, are as follows, i'rice, 50 cents each The first two volumes 
are now ready, and otiiers will follow nt intervals of alx>ut one month : 
I. Hearing, and How to Keep It, by Chas. H. Burnett, M.D., of Phila- 
delphia, Consulting Aurist to the Penn*«ylvania Institution for the Deaf 
and Dumb, Aurist to the Presbyterian Hospital, etc. II. Long Life, and 
How to Reach It, by J. G. Richardson, M D., of Pliiladelphia, Professor 
of Hvgiene in the Universltv of Pennsvlvania, etc. III. Sea-Air and 
Sea-Bathing, by William S. Forh)es, M.D., of Philadelphia, Surgeon to 
the Episcopal Hospital, etc. IV. The Summer and its Diseases, by 
James C. Wilson, M.D., of Philadelphia, Lecturer on Physical Diagno- 
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sis in Jefferson Medical College, etc. V. Eyesight, and How to Care 
for It, by George C. Harlan, M.I).,of Philadelphia. Surgeon to the Wills 
(Eye) Hospital. VI. The Throat and the Voice, by J. Soils (>)hen, M. 
D., of Philadelphia, Lecturer on Diseases of the Throat in Jefferson 
Medical College. VII. The Winter and its Dangers, by Hamilton Os- 
good, M.D., of Boston, Editorial Staff Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal. VIII. The Mouth and the Teeth, by J. W. White, M.D., D. 
D.8., Editor of the Dental Cosmos. IX. Our Homes, by Henry Harts- 
horne, M.D., of Philadelphia, formerly Professor of Hygiene in the 
University of Pennsylvania. X. The Skin in Health and Disease^ by 
L. D. Bulkley, M.D., of New York, Physician to the Skin Department 
of the Demilt Dispensary and of the New York Hospital. Al. Brain 
Work and Overwork, by H. C, Wood, jr., M.D., of Philadelphia, Clin- 
ical Professor of Nervous Diseases In the University of Pennsylvania. 
We have received the first two numbers and find them excellent. 

CLINICAL LECTURES ON DISEASES PECULIAR TO WO- 
MENy by LoMBE Atthill, m.d., University of Dublin. Master of 
the Rotunda Hospital, Dublin ; consulting Obstetric Surgeon to the 
Adelaide Hospital; ex-president ofthe Dublin Obstetrical Society, etc , 
etc. Fifth edition, revised and enlarged, with illustrations. Philadel- 
phia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1879. 

The above is the fifth edition of these lectures, in which we think the au- 
thor has successfully accomplished his object, **ro furnish to practitioners 
and students, within the limits of a moderate-sized volume, such an ac- 
count ol the diseases peculiar to women, verified by his personal expe- 
rience, as would meet their wants." The work contains 342 pages, neat- 
ly gotten up, illustrated, tersfly written, interesting and eminently 
practical. 



Rfceiptkd.— 1878 : H. J. Anderson ; J. W. Benton. 1878 and 1879 : M. W. Eaaon ; 
J. F. Earnest. 1879 : W. Carpenter ; C. M. Green : P. E. Thomas ; J. B. Ingraham ; 8. 
W. Eaton : a . H. Oglasby ; A. V. Ponder, 6 months; A. Atkinson, 6 months; W. H. 
(Jautier ; H. M. Lawson ; 8. H. Anderson ; W. H. Wilson ; Tho^. J. Hendley. 1878 : 
W. M. Guiee. 



SPEOIA.L ]SrOTICES- 



A MONO the latest of the new remedies recently introduced to the profession are 
Rhn» AroniAtlcH and Folia CAraobflD. Tliese articles can be procured from 
M ESSRS. Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, who seem to be about six mouths in advance 
of auy other house in placing on the market new drugs which are worthy of atten- 
tion. This great house has acquired the reputation of being among the most en- 
ergetic, courteous and honorable firm of the kind In America, a reputation which 
we trust they will long retain. 

<|IJ1K1NE PILIjS of our make are prepared from Sulphate of Quinia of Amer- 
ican manufacture, noted for its purity and excellence. Each Pill contains the full 
complement of material as expressed on the label, without the necessity of adding 
any excess to compensate for impurities. They are perfectly soluble, and physicians 
can depend upon obtaining the full benefit of the valuable remedy in a pleasant 
form. Always specify Warner & Co., and avoid the substitution of cheaper and 
inferior brands. / 

New Jersey Premlnm Wine.— Physicians state that the Port Wines that took 
the premium at the Centennial, produced and offered for sale by Mr. aj^fred 8pbbr, 
of New Jersey, are wines that can be safely used for medicinal purposes, being pure 
and free from medication, and are more rtrllable than other Port Wines. For sale by 
Druggists. 

Pemberton, Sam a els A Bevnolds, Druggists, Wholesale and Retail.— This 
is a good house to deal with in Atlanta. They are goml business men. Try them. 
The Managing Editor of the Record will lake pleasure in attending to any orders 
sent tlirough hlni to the above hoiLse. 

Oeo n^e J. Howard, Wholesale Druggist, Atlanta, Ga.— a very staunch and 
reliable house. The Managing Editor of the Record will take pleasure in attending 
to any orders sent through nim to this house. 
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*IHE SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE, 

Faculty : 

a. s. payne, m.d., 

Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery. (To be filled.) 

T. S. POWELL, M.D., 
Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women, and Lecturer on Medical Ethics. 

'^ R. C. WORD. M.D., 

Professor of Physiology. 

G. M. Mcdowell, m.d.. 

Professor of Materia Medlca and Thernpeutics. 

Professor of Chemistry. (To be filled.) 

WM. PERRII^ NICHOLSON, M.D., 
Professor of General and Pathological Anatomy. 

W. T. GOLDSMITH, M.D., 
Professor of Diseases of Children, and Lecturer ou Clinical Gynjpcology. 

H. F. SCOTT, M.D., 
Professor of Medical and Sui-gical Diseases of the Eye and Ear. 

G. G. CRAWFORD, M.D., 
Professor of Operative and Clinical Surgery. 

LINDSAY JOHNSON, M.D., 
Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Auxiliary Professors: 

J. F. ALEXANDER, M.D., Auxiliary Professor of Practice of Medicine, and I^ecturer 
on Clinical Medicine. 

W. G. OWEN, M.D., Auxiliary Professor of Physiology and Lecturer on Diseases ot 
the Nervous System. 

G. G. ROY, M.D., Auxiliary Professor of Materia Medica and Lecturer on Therapeu- 
tics and Medical Jurisprudence. 

H. B. LEE, M.D., Auxiliary Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 

J. C. OLMSTEAD, M.D., Lecturer on the Genlto-Urinary Organs and Venerlal Dis- 
eases. 

LINDSAY JOHNSON, M.D., Auxiliary Professor of Surgery, I^ecturer on Minor 
Surgery, and Instructor ou Splints and Blindages. 

A. J. PINSON, M J>., Assistant to the Lecturer on Minor Surgery. 



Announcement of the Southern Medical College. 

The Bbanl of Trustees and Faculty of the Southern Medical College are gratified 
to onnounce to medical students, lo the medical pio'esHion, and the public generally, 
that this new Jnstiluilon has been sncceKsl'ully eKtabllHhed.and that tlie Fir.st Course 
01 Lectures will commence in Atlanta, Ga., on the second Monday oj October, 1879. 

'i he central position of Atlanta; IIh accessibility ; lt>^ favorable location wp, a finan- 
cial and commercial centre, together with its extraordlnaiyhealthlulness and exemp- 
tion li-ftm devastating epidemics to mar Hh pjosperity or disturb its enterprihcs; uil 
combin«», in a peculiar degree, to proclaim ii.s aauptabillty and fitness ats the great 
medical cen tre of th e Sou in . 

The College JiuiUling^ now in process of erection, will be commodious, convenient 
and elegant. Its posltjon is central, being within two hundred yaids oJ the Unioii 
Paaaenger Depot, and nearer still lo the leading hotels and a number of good boarding 
houses. It is also equally convenient to the centre of the great street railroad system 
of Atlanta, which radiates to eveiy part of the city. 

The Lecture Hoonis will be large and well ventilated, and every apartment fur- 
nished with water from the water-woiks, lighted with gt\s, and supplied with all the 
modei-n conveniences and ImprovemenlJ'. 

The Disnecling Jiooni will be in the third story of the building, thoroughly ventil- 
ated, lighted with gas, and well supplied witl: water. 

The Mubkum.— The hall lor the Museum will bea0x60 feet in size. It will be sup- 
plied with anatomical preparations, ielics,curiasiile8, and specimens of i very kind 
calculated to illustrate tcience and lacilitAiie instruction In the vaiious depaiiments 
of study. 

A Library of medical and scientific works will also bo provided, and will contain 
V all the leadiLg medical Journals of the country, to all of which ihe students will 

have access. 

'J'lie Chemical Laboratorj/ vriU be fU II and complete, and all necessary apparatus 
and material will be suppin d for thorough instiuction in all departments. 

The Faculty elected is composed of eminent men in the proiesslon, distinguished 
either as teachers, wr Hers or lectuiers, and prepared to instruct students in all the 
late advances in medical science. A numbfrot experienced and Intelligent gentle- 
men have also been elected as Auxiliary Professors and Lecturers upon special sub- 
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jecta. The student is thus afforded more extensive and superior facilities for the ac* 
(iuircmenl of a thorough and practical medical education. 

Cl'mical Instkuction.— While we cannot as yet boast of large liospitals in At- 
lanta, we have aii abundant supply of clinical nmterial in the city. Dailj'^ clinical 
lectures will be given— ctises t xliibiicd and treaied before the class. The Kacult^'^ and 
Auxiliary Professors and Lecturers wili spare no pains to luruisn the bludents with 
ample clinical and practical instruction. 

Practical Anatomy.— Dissections will be done at night. The Demonstrator and 
his usslstunis wlii give attention to this department, ana ample material and every 
fuclUiy will be afforded the students for instruction in this important branch. 

Fees.— Matriculation (to be taken once) $ 6 00 

TlcketJBof Full Course 50 00 

Demonstrator's Fee (per term) 10 00 

Clinical Instruction— no ciiarge. 

Diploma Fee 30 00 

All fees, except for diploma, mnst l>e paid at the beginning of the session, unless sat- 
isfactory arranKemeni be made with tlie Dean for future payment. 

Graduates 0/ oilier Medical Scfwols, recognized by this Institution, will be admitted 
Id tlic lectures by paying the matriculation fee, unless tlicy ^pply lor graduation, in 
whlcli case the diploma fee will be re<iuired. 

Students who have attended and paid for two full courses of lectures in this In- 
stitution, will be allowed to attend a third or fourth course of lectures without 
charge, and the Faculty recommend tliem to avail themselves of Uiis privilege in ail 
cases where their pecuniarv and other circumstances will admit. 

A student who attended his fint course in anothar school and his second in this 
school, and desires to attend a third course before applying for graduation, may do 
so by paying one-half of the ordinary fees. 

(Students may attend the lectures of one or more professors by paying the matric- 
ulation lee and purchasing single tickets at $10 each. 

BisNEFiciABiEs.— The charter of the i^outhcru Medical College does not require 
the admission of beneticiarieB into the Institution. Yet the Trustees and Faculty, 
recognizing the claims of poor, intelligent and deserving young men of our country, 
w^lll admit a limited number of priviiegfd siudent» of thiM class on the payment of 
the matriculation fee of 93.00 and the Demonstrator's fee of €10.00. Htuuents of this 
class will be known only to the Dean, and will be granted all the privilt'ges of the 
Institution. 

Requirements fob the Degree or Doctor of Medicine.— 

1. The candidate must be of good chanicter, and must have at' ended two full courses 

of lectures, the last of wlileh shall be In this insiitution. 

2. He must have attended the I)is«cclion in this scliool while a student thereof. 

a. He shall undergo a personal and sjitlsfaotory oxatni nation befoi-e the Faculty. 

4. He must write a thesis composed bv himself on a medical topic, or make a clini- 
cal report in some departnu nt of medicine. This thesis or report to be handed 
to the Dean one month beiore the clase of the scstiion, accompanied with the 
diploma fee. In case of failure to pass a satisfactoiy examination, the diploma 
lee will be refunded. 

Text Books Recom&iexdfd. - '' 

ArutUntiy—GTiiy, Wilson, Kichards/^.n, Leidy's Human Anatomy, Sharpey & Quain. 
tturff(*ry^QrofiHj Erichsen, Ashurst. 
ivac//c<?— Flint, Roberts, Nlemeyer, Watson & Alkin. 
P/i|/«otofiri/— Carpenter, Dalton, Flint. 
O/wrff'irtcff— Lelshman, Cazaux. Pi uy fair, Ramsbotham. 
JHseases of M-'oww/i-'iliomas, Barnes. 
Diseases 0/ the Aye, Ear and rArooi— Wells, Stilhvwy, Joi es. 

Diseases 0/ Children Smith, West, MeigH «fe Pepper. 

Chemistry— FowneSj Roscoe. Att field, BarKer. 

Materia il/«iica— Biddle, Sliile, Wood, U. ». Dispensatory. 

Dermaloloay—DuhrinK, Fox, Wilson. 

t^'ervous Diseases and Clinical Medicine— VJennmond, Trousseau. 

MedicalJtirisjyrudence—iitlWe. Wharton, Taylor, Beck. 

Urinary XHiccwe*— Roberts, Tiiompson, Gi"Oss. 

Boarding.— Good board may be had at &4 to$0 per week. StudentAon arriving 
in the city should at once call on ihe Janitor or Dean ui the College building. 
For Jurther Information, address 

R. C WORD, M. I) , 
Dean pro tem.y Atlanta y (rcorffia. 

N. B.— The Faculty and Board of Trustees appeal to students, to medical men, 
and to all others desiring to aid in a good work, to donate books, relics, curloHlties, 
anatomical prepaiTitions, and anything adapted totlie College Museum and L.lbrary. 
The Southern Express Company has generously consented to send all articles of five 
pounds and under free of freight for this purpase. Heavy articles may In some cases 
be so divided as to give us the ben(*flt of this free transportation, and when practica- 
ble our friends are reciuested to do this. Otherwise the freight will be paii^ at this 
terminus. 

'1 he names of the donors will be inscribed upon each specimen, with the date and 
his I, bice of residence, which will ever attest his generosity and prove an object of 
IKjrpctual interest and usefulness to future generations. 

Articles donated should be marked ''For Southern Medical College," and ad- 
dressed to Dr. R. C. Word, Secretary of Board. 

nOTThc alK>ve announcement will soon l)e issued and distributed in pamphUt 
from, with possibly some slight changes and blanks filled out. 
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THE CONTINUITY THEORY IN DIPHTHERIA, AND 
THE PRACTICE OF TEST ABRASIONS, 



BY A. F. KINNE, A.M., M.D., MICHIGAN. 



I was brought up to believe in the doctrine of Bretonneau — that 
diphtheria is a local disease — and for the most part always remains so, 
infecting the system, if at all, only by absorption of putrescent matters 
from the throat. But at length, four or five years ago, some cases 
came into my hands, which seemed to upset this "continuity of sur* 
fece " theory and prepared me f<wr the reception of a different one. 

On the 2i8t of September, 1874, I was called to a &rm house, some 

four miles out, to seeL. F— -^, aged 17, daughter of Mr. A. F , 

sick, as the messenger represented, of a ^* fever and s(^e throat" 

But a little preparation was required for a trip into the country, and 
before we left my q^c<^, the messenger, W. F., a brother of the sick 
girl, aged 19 years, called my attention to a cat across the back of one 
of his fingers, which he had got the day before, and which, for so small 
an afiair, was '^ getting to be very sore." The skin and cellular tissue 
had been divided by some sharp instrument down to the sheath of the 
extensor teliuion; it was a gaping wound, and nothing had been done 
to bring the edges together ; and the bottom of it was filled with a 
grayish-white exudation which reminded me of the pseudo-membranous 
deposits which I had often enough seen in the throat of my patients in 
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diphtheria. I took an instrument and satisfied myself that it was ad- 
hesive, adherent to the bottom and sides of the cut, and was indeed a 
true diphtheritic inflammation of a clean cut, made some thirty hours 
before. His throat, which I proceeded at once to explore, was slighdy 
red, but he affirmed that it was not sore and that he was well. 

Educated as I had been in a different view, here was a surprise, to 
me at least, and possibly also a genuine discovery. For the idea that 
diphtheria must exist as a systemic disease in advance of the appear- 
ance of its characteristic lesions in the throat had not then, so far as I 
know, been demonstrated. The practice of making abrasions or scari- 
fications upon some portion of the cutaneous surface, which this case 
of mine suggests, for the purpose of determining the existence of 
diphtheria in the system, in advance of its appearance in the fauces, 
and in some cases for the purpose also of making an indisputable diag- 
nosis between diphtheria and croup, had not, at that time, so far as my 
reading goes, made its appearance in medical literature. And the im- 
portance of these two great objects will readily be understood and 
acknowledged by every practitioner. Beyond showing that both of 
these purposes are entirely feasible and practicable, it will not be 

needfull here to say another word. 

Upon arrival at the farm I found, as I expected, a not severe but 

an unmistakable case of diphtheria ; and upon repeating my visit the 

next day, three more cases. My messenger with the diphtheritic finger 

had gone on to develop the full disease ; and along with him had fallen 

sick also two other children, a daughter, S., aged 14, and a son, C, 

aged 12 years. Thus I had under treatment the entire family, except 

the father, the mother being dead, all of whom must have taken the 

disease at about the same time from some common source. 

With the etiology of these cases in view, I made a thorough survey of 
the premises, and can make my report in few vords. I found the 
privy, the drainage of the kitchen, the cellar, the woodhouse, the cistern, 
the well and the entire surroundings outside of the house, in good order. 
The fault was in the house itself. It was a one-story frame building 
more than fifty years old ; it stood flat upon the ground, and under the 
dining-room, sitting-room and two bed-rooms there! was no cellar, and 
the unevenness of the floors showed that the foundations were rotten. 
Bear in mind that the housekeeping was in the hands of a couple of 
young and motherless girls, and the rest of the picture will not seem 
strange. Sunlight and air had been carefully excluded by heavy 
curtains and closed doors ; the rag carpets were none too tidy, and the 
smell of the rooms was close, damp and musty in the extreme. 

I am sorry to have to submit so meagre a report as this is upon so in- 
teresting and important a theme, for these cases suggest the point, at 
least, that diphtheria is a systemic disease ; that it works in the blood 
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before its local lesions make their appearance ; and that it is possible, 
and perhaps in some cases practicable, by making abrasions or scarifi- 
cations, such for instance as we use in vaccinating, to invite the dis- 
order to the surface and gain an important advantage, in point of time, 
by compelling it to reveal its lurking presence in advance of its regular 
attack. I should be glad if I could present here some additional cases 
in which these views had been subjected to the test of actual experiment, 
but this has been impossible ; diphtheria has fought shy of me and of 
this locality for a number of years, and I can do no better from lack of 
opportunity. 

I must withold my paper altogether, or present it just as it is and 
leave it for others more favorably situated to supply its deficiencies. 

In tie Vtrginia Medical Monthly for September, 1876, however, there 
is a paper from the pen of Dr. George Bayles, one of the visiting phy- 
sicians of the Northwestern dispensaries of the city of New York, some 
portion of which will measurably supply what we lack. It will doubt- 
less be recollected by some that this paper was read before the New 
York State Medical Society, at its meeting in June, 1879, but was ex- 
cluded from the printed transactions of that body, for the reason that 
Dr. Bayles had made use and had attributed his success, in part at 
least, to the use of one of Tilden & Go's proprietary preparations, 
their "elixir iodo-bromide of calcium compound." But with all this 
-we need have nothing to do. The parts of the paper that subserve our 
purpose can be open to no sort of objection, and they amount, in brief, 

to this : 

Dr. Bayles reports twenty cases, in all of which he was able to prac- 
tice the skin abrasions as above indicated, during the incubatory stage 
of the disease ; and in all of the cases but one he succeeded in procur- 
ing, at the seat of the test-abrasions, true traumatic patches of diptheri- 
tic exudation, in advance of the regular outset of the disease and in 
advance of the appearance of the characteristic pseudo-membranous 
deposits in the throat, by a number of hours at least. 

And by a corresponding time, of course, he could be, and he was, 
beforehand in his treatment. There; were no cases of doubtful diag- 
nosis ; he could not be otherwise than positive. Expectant remedies 
were therefore out of the question ; he could enter at once, in advance 
of the usual time, upon the use of means known to be eliminative or 
anti-zymotic, or both perhaps. 

If I may judge from my own experience or from the results of my 
reading, the best opening treatment in a case of diphtheria is to pro- 
cure, if possible, an elimination of the poison by way of the alimentary 
canal This is nothing new, however; I think I may say that this 
practice \i a good deal in vogue upon both sides of the Atlantic Thus 
the late Mr. John Scott, as reported by Dr. D. D. Howell in the 
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Lancet, used to treat these cases with a "scavenger," vi^rof calomely 
jalap and scammony, afler which they usually got welU And Dr. 
Howell himself gives us emphatic testiniony to the value of this abortive 
kind of treatment. Upon this side of the water I think preference is 
given to a cathartic dose of calomel alone; I have used myself a pow- 
der of calomel and rhubarb. Dr. Bayles reports having begun the 
treatment of his cases with one "courageous dose" of calomel. To 
this, more than to all the rest of his remedies together, coupled with 
the fact that this dose was given some considerable time before the 
disease was fully developed, is, in my opinion, to be attributed his 
very great success. His cases all ended in recovery ; were shortened 
from two to four days, and were none of them followed by paralysis or 
other utitoward results. While in the three other visiting districts, 
during the same year, in the care of men doubtless equally as compe- 
tent as Dr. Bayles, but who employed the ordinary method of treatment, 
out of an aggregate of forty-seven cases there >vere fourteen deaths. 

Can any one fail to see that we have here a matter that deserves 
more attention than it has hitherto received ? If a patient has been 
exposed, or if from any other source the suspicion arises that diphtheria 
is impending, should we not settle the question, since we seem to have 
it in our power to do it so easily, and use our antidotes^ at the earliest 
possible moment? And should there in any quarter be a disposition 
to adopt the view of Morell McKenzie and others — that diphtheria and 
croup are only two different forms of one and the same disease — have 
we not here the means of showing easily and conclusively that his ar- 
gument, though an exceedingly able one, is wholly fallacious, and his 
position an untenable one ? 



AN ENCAPSULED PLACENTAL TUMOR EXTRACTED 

FROM THE UTERUS FIVE WEEKS 

AFTER PARTURITION 



BY H. G. HOBBS, M.D. 



I was called in March, 1879, to see Mrs. F in great haste, her 

husband stating that she was flooding. Upon inquiry, after my arrival 
at her bed side, I found she was five months enceinte in her eighth gest- 
ation. She had lifted a log in the morning, and since that time there 
had been a continual but slow oozing of blood, but no pains. 

Upon examination I found the os dilated to the size of a silver half- 
dollar, but so high that I could hardly reach it with my index finger. 
I could distinctiy feel, just within the right margin of the os, the 
doughy placenta, thus confirming my fears that it was a case of partial 
placenta praevia. In view of the entire absence of all uterine pains. 



Southern Medical Record. 285 

and also of the small extent of the laceration of the placental margin, I 

gave it as my opinion that with absolute rest, together with astringent 

injections and opium with plumbi acet. internally, the danger of an 

abortion might be bridged over. I might say, by the way, that I gave 

ii. ext. viburnum prun. 

I heard nothing more from the case till just a month after my first 

visit I was sent for in haste, her husband stating that the flooding had 

returned. I found her this time in about the same condition that I 

had at my previous visit. Upon inquiry I found she had been doing 

light household duties during the previous three weeks and was feeling 

well, except considerably weakened ; the flooding, she said, had come 

on quite suddenly and without any pain. 

I simply repeated the previous prescription, and at my visit next day 
the oozing had ceased. She was anemic and weak from loss of blood, 
so I put her upon a tonic of quinine and iron. There seemed to be a 
gradual improvement till just one month after her last attack, when I 
was sent for in haste again. I was absent, and in consequence of the 
emergency of the case, her husband went for another physician, and 
left word for me to come immediately upon my return. When I ar- 
rived at her bed three or four hours after the beginning of her attack, 
I found the doctor had delivered her of a 2 pound child. She was 
almost moribund from loss of blood ; radial pulse not perceptible ; 
opened her eyes occasionally with a staring look ; pupils dilated ; res- 
piration sighing ; face palid and suffused with cold perspiration. The 
doctor told me the placenta had been delivered, and I made no exami- 
nation. By the cautious use of stimulants and ergot, together with cold 
applications to the vulva and lower bowels, and hot ones to the extre- 
mities, the hemorrhage ceased and the color returned to her face. 
When I saw her two days afterwards she was doing very well, with the 
•exception of an occasional oozing of arterial blood. I instituted an 
examination but could find nothing abnormal within the reach of my 
iinger. I left her upon tonic and an antiseptic injection. 

I saw her again five weeks after the birth of her child ; she had im- 
proved but slowly, with still an occasional oozing of blood. Upon 
examination this time I discovered what seemed to be an encapsuled 
bipedunculated or cauliflower-shaped tumor attached about an inch 
within the margin of the os, which was still dilated to the size of a 
silver dollar. I was not provided with a speculum or instruments 
suitable for its extraction ; was consequentiy compelled to delay the 
operation till the next day. I inquired of the doctor if the case had 
been one of placenta praevia ; he said it had not. I then asked him if 
the placenta had been delivered entire ; he told me he thought it had. 
I possessed no ecraseur nor any other instrument suitable for extracting 
the tumor, but necessity is said to be the mother of invention, and I 
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improvised a rude ecmseur of small wire, and with this little instrument 
I performed the operation through a speculum. 

The little instrument was rudely made by doubling a small wire 
about two feet in length upon itself; a small loop made in one end of 
the wire and the other left straight and run through it. By pushing 
upon the looped end and pulling upon the straight end the fold which 
had passed through the speculum enlarged, and grasped the tumor ; 
then by a vice versa movement the loop decreased and together with 
traction cut its way through the pedicle. The tumor proved to be a 
placental mass somewhat larger than a goose's egg encapsuled with a 
thin membrane. 

The stump bled profusely, and having no other styptic at hand I in- 
jected dilute tine, ferri directly against the stump. The speculum was 
immediately filled with clotted blood, which I left in situ to stop the he- 
morrhage. I remained with her a couple of hours, then removed the 
clots and speculum when but a little oozing followed. I introduced a. 
carbolized tampon and left her. 

I removed the tampon the next morning and washed out the uterus 
with carbolized water. She convalesced rapidly and is now in good- 
health. The child lived 36 hours. 

My conclusions are that the doctor did not recognize the partial pla- 
cental presentation probably in consequence of the small size of the 
child's head to which the placenta gave but little resistance, and he was 
careless in delivering the placenta or used too much traction upon the 
cord, and ruptured it at its point of greatest adhesion to the uterine 
walls. 

Septicemia was evidentiy prevented by the astringent and anti- 
septic injections and perhaps these were the causes of the placental 
mass becoming encapsuled. 



A CASE OF EMPYEMA OR SUPPURATIVE PLEURITIS^ 



BY F. M. RUSHING, M.D., OF ALABAMA. 



On the 6th day of March, 1879, I was summoned to see a little bo7 
aged nearly eight years. On my arrival the father informed me that 
he had been sick seven weeks, and the attending physician diagnosed 
the case pleuro-pneumonia. He was very anemic, with humid respira- 
tion and considerable dyspnea ; pulse 1 50, and heart beating on right 
side with all the other symptoms indicating a collection of fluid in the 
left pleural cavity. I communicated to the father his true condition, 
and advised thoracentecis (I was not positive as to the nature of the 
accumulation). The father objected, and desired me to try some other 
method ; I prescribed a purgative with a small quantity of mercuryj^ 
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a tonic composed of quinine, iron and capsicum, every three hours, and 
also sprt. nitre and digitalis as a diuretic. On the 9th and nth I 
visited the case ; he grew gradually worse ; I had to prescribe opiates 
to procure any rest at all. I notified the father I could do nothing 
more unless he would allow me to operate. 

On the 14th I was sent for, and when I arrived the father had left 
word for me to do whatever I thought best. 

There being no place at which the accumulation seemed inclined to 
point, I punctured the skin between the 5th and 6th ribs, a little back 
of the median line, and thrust an ordinary trocar into the left pleural 
cavity. After about a quatt of pus had passed out it became so thick 
it w6uld not run through the canula. Not having a syringe with me 
to wash out the cavity, I did nothing more. 

On the 20th I again punctured the chest at the same point, with the 
same instrument and drew out nearly half gallon of pus. I injected 
(through the canula, with a pump syringe), warm water and carbolic 
acid until the cavity was thoroughly cleansed out. I enlarged the 
opening with a probe-pointed bistoury, inserted an india rubber tube 
and advised the washing out of the cavity every morning with the car- 
bolic acid and warm water. 

On the 31st I was again summoned to see the little sufferer; the tube 
having come out and the opening nearly closed, I drew off over a quart 
of very fetid pus and again washed out the cavity with the carbolic 
solution ; I then enlarged the opening, inserted a piece of lint and re- 
commended a wash of the carbolic acid one morningand comp. tinct. 
iodine next, and to be kept up in this way. 

On the 2 2d April I was summoned hurriedly to see my little patient, 
the messenger stating that he did not think he would live until I could 
get there. When I arrived I found that the opening had become 
clogged up; I removed the obstruction, enlarged the opening and 
drew off a quart of very fetid matter. I washed out the cavity with an 
acidulated solution of sulphurous acid, and the fetor entirely disap- 
peared. The child was having hectic fever and was reduced so low I 
did not think he could live forty-eight hours. I ordered egg and 
brandy and gave the quinine and iron every two hours with an occa- 
sional dose morphine and as much sweet milk as could be taken. I 
ordered the sulphurous acid solution to be used every morning until 
the cavity was well cleansed out. The accumulation gradually dimin- 
ished;, the offensiveness of the discharge immediately disappeared, and 
by the loth of May the opening had closed and the child was entirely 

well and hearty, and has remained so. 

I give this report merely to strengthen the testimony heretofore 

given in favor of sulphurous acid as an antiseptic and in checking sup- 

puration. 
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SOCIETY REPORTS. 



We give place to the following plan of an organization sent us by a 
subscriber, adopted by a number of medical gentlemen in a certain 
locality to protect themselves against the imposition of those who pro- 
cure medical services for nothing, passing from one physician to an- 
other and never paying a bill. The document, we doubt not, will in- 
terest many of our readers, and may furnish valuable suggestions in 
forming like protective societies elsewhere. It is an experiment, having 
been in operation only about three months. The first effect, that of 
making everybody mad, is beginning to subside, and the medical friend 
who sends the paper says : "My collections have largely increased, 
while my labor has gready diminished since the adoption of this plan ; 
.and as to their getting mad, so far as I am concerned, they may do so 
and go to the devil, as I practice medicine for a living and not for ac- 
<x>nmiodation." [Ed.] 

Constitution and By-Laws of the DeKalb County Medical 
Protective Society, DeKalb County, Georgia. 



PREAMBLE. 

We, whose names are hereunto annexed, agree to form ourselves 
into a society, the object of which shall be the advancement of medical 
science and the adoption of a plan by which the members of this society 
■can more effectually collect fees for medical services. 

constitution. 

Art. I. Name, — This society shall be known, by the name of 
The DeKalb Medical Protective Society. 

Art. II. Officers. — Section ist. The officers of the Society shall 
be a chairman, secretary and treasurer, who shall be elected semi- 
annually, at such times as may be agreed upon by the Society. 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the chairman to preside at each 
meeting of the Society, to enforce the constitution and by-laws, to ap- 
point all committees, etc. 

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the secretary of this Society to 
keep a book in which shall be recorded the names of all the members 
of this Society, and it shall be the duty of the secretary to call the roll 
at the opening of each meeting of the Society, to read the minutes of 
the previous meeting and to furnish to each member a correct list of all 
defaulting patrons reported to this Society. 

Section 4. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of this Society to 
take charge of all money belonging to the Society, to keep a fair and 
impartial account of the same, and to pay out such money when he 
maybe called upon by the Society. 
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Art. III. Members. — Section i. No person shall become a mem- 
ber of this Society who is not a regular practitioner of medicine and 
who does not agree to be governed by the constitution and by-laws. 

Section 2. Any member of this Society may be expelled by a two- 
third vote of all the members present, for a violation of the constitution 
and by-laws. 

Art. IV. Of Amendments, — Section i. This constitution or any 
section of it may be changed or amended by a two-thirds majority of 
all the members of the Society, provided one month's notice of the pro- 
posed change is given at a regular meeting of the Society. 

BY-LAWS. 

Section i. This Society shall meet regularly on the first Monday of 
each month at 9 o'clock a. m. 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of each member to attend regularly 
at each meeting of the Society, and any member failing to attend, and 
not rendering a good excuse for absence, shall be fined not less than 
twenty-fire nor more than fifty cents, at the discretion of the Society. 

Section 3. All daily, weekly or monthly laborers, receiving wages, 
and all persons in any business bringing in regular returns, will not be 
indulged longer than sixty days after the service is rendered ; all other 
persons not longer than the first of November of each year. And it 
shall be the duty of each member to report to this Society at each 
meeting the names of all persons wh» fail to comply with the above 
terms; provided that any member, for just and sufficient reasons, may 
extend a longer indulgence, satisfactory arrangements being made. 

Section 4. It shall be the duty of each member of this Society to 
keep a list of all defaulters reported to this Society, and any member at- 
tending a defaulter in case of sickness or injury shall be fined not less 
than five dollars, or expelled, unless excused by the Society by reason 
of the special emergencies of the case. 

Section 5. Any member of this Society is at perfect liberty to 
practice for genuine paupers at any time, free of charge. 

Section 6. It shall be the duty of each member of this Society to 
make the following charges for medical services, unless it be a cash 
payment, and then they may make a deduction of 50 per cent. 

Mileage, per day, 50 cents per mile; night, $1.00 per mile; and 
$1.00 for prescription or visit ; obstetric fee, $10.00 to $25.00. 

The undersigned pledge themselves to abide in good faith the con- 
ditions of the above constitution. 

Names of Members : T. T. Key, m.d., Chairman. 

F. P. H. Akers, M.D., Secretary. 
Louis A. Guild, m.d.. Treasurer. 
A. H. Brantly, m.d. 
James G. Maul, m.d. 
A. S. Mason, m.d. 
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GONORRHEA— HOW TO CURE IT EASILY AND 

QUICKLY. 



BY DR. H. M. LAWSON, OF GEORGIA. 



In the treatment of gonorrhea, I conceive that we have an unhealthy- 
inflammation to deal with ; this I convert into a healthy inflammation, 
by the frequent use of some weak injection (there are always indica- 
tions in each case which point out the appropriate injection) ; after 
using the injection two days lay aside the syringe and give internally 
balsam copaiba, cubebs, or, what is infinitely superior, oxydized rosin,, 
from our Southern pine ; this and gum guiaiac in good gin, if not contra- 
indicated, or such combination as the medical attendant may select, 
for ten days, and if the patient has avoided everything known to in- 
duce relapse he is well. 

The most painful and hurtful (so far as the cure of the immediate 
trouble is concerned) are erections andchordie ; for these complications- 
the bandage properly applied is a perfect remedy ; neither is possible 
after the bandage is duly applied. 

Before adopting these views of this disease and deducing therefrom 
this treatment, nothing gave me more annoyance and as little satis- 
faction as this class of cases ; since, if I can prevail on the patient to 
obey instructions, a speedy cure follows almost invariably. If positive 
results are expected, the few directions I have given must be strictly 
followed. 



REPORT OF THE RESUSCITATION OF A YOUNG GIRL 
APPARENTLY DEAD FROM DROWNING. 



BY E. L. GODFREY, M. D., CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY. 



The patient was a young girl, twelve years of age, of vigorous con- 
stitution, just rescued, in an insensible condition, from the water. The 
exact time in which she was in the water could not be accurately ascer- 
tained, but when rescued she was cold, pale, pulseless, with muscular 
system completely relaxed, with no signs of breathing, animation to all 
appearances being completely suspended. 

After placing the patient upon her back, clearing the mouth and 
throat of frothy mucus, drawing forward the tongue, and loosening, 
everything about the neck, both arms were raised as far as possible 
above the head and quickly brought Idown to the sides, while the chest, 
was forcibly compressed and the patient turned quickly over, face 
downwards, so as to admit of the escape of fluid. These manipula- 
tions were twice quickly done, and had the desired effect of forcing 
considerable water and mucus froth from the air-passages. After the 
escape of the water, the patient was placed upon her back, the tongue 
again drawn forward, and the movement of the arms, according to the 
method of Dr. Sylvester, with manual compression of the chest, was. 
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repeated, first slowly, then gradually increased to about twenty times 
per minute, with all possible regularity and gentleness. Efforts to 
promote warmth of body and activity of circulation were not unduly 
made until signs of returning animation were observed, which were 
gasping, convulsive tremors of the muscles of the face, and vomiting. 
After these, the limbs were vigorously rubbed, chiefly towards the heart ;. 
dry warmth applied to the groins and axillae; sinapisms to the extremi- 
ties, along the spine, and over the precordial region ; ammonia passed 
under the nostrils, and flagellation, so highly and justly extolled by 
Professor Gross, vigorously applied by my assistants. Artificial respi- 
ration was continued all this time. After vomiting occurred, efforts at 
breathing became more marked, from greater play allowed the dia- 
phragm. Then, after two hours of hard work, I was rewarded by the 
appearance of the unmistakable signs of returning animation. Stimu- 
lants were administered, pro re nata, as soon as patient could swallow, 
and when breathing and consciousness became well restored, patient 
was placed in a warm bed. Every indication to over-action was 
prompdv met by the usual remedies, and the next morning the patient 
was convalescent. 

Remarks, — In this case I believe manual compression of the chest, 
which forced the carbonic acid from the lungs, and mucus froth and 
water from the air-passages, and thus allowed the free ingress of air, 
contributed very materially towards the establishment of respiration. 

The manipulation of the chest was easy of execution, owing to its 
size. Manual compression of the chest was more particularly brought 
to the notice of the profession by Dr. Benjamin Howard, of New 
York, in an article read before the American Medical Association in 
1 87 1, and is certainly a very material modification of the method of 
Dr. Sylvester, of London. The extensive inquiries instituted by the 
Royal National Life-Boat Institution of England, among medical men 
and medical bodies, have been the means of establishing a number of 
principles and directions to be carried out in effiecting the restoration 
of the apparently dead from drowning. These principles are more 
especially founded (since the abandonment of Marshall Hall's) on 
those devised by Dr. Sylvester. Sylvester's method is too well known 
to need mention, but its active employment, if persistently followed, 
will often give the most flattering results, as is shown in the case re- 
ported, and also in a case reported by Mr. Douglas, in which no evi- 
dence of respiration was perceived until after the manipulations had 
been uninterruptedly performed for eight and a half hours. The 
period at which people die during submersion varies, of course, but 
recovery is said to be doubtful after a submersion of two minutes. 
Animation, however, is not completely suspended at once, unless the 
person is overcome by fright, injury, or coldness of the air and water. 
Even the Navarino sponge-divers are said not to be able to sustain- 
submersion longer than twenty-six seconds, while the pearl-divers of 
Ceylon, according to Mr. Marshall, can seldom remain under water 
longer than two-thirds of that time. Syncope during submersion is 
favorable to recovery, as the system in that state is not in as urgent 
need of oxygen as in its active state. This is well shown in the case 
reported by Dr. Wooley, in which a girl, while in a state of syncope, 
fell into the water, and was restored to life after having been sub- 
merged six minutes. 
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Experimentation has shown that drowning is more speedily fatal to 
life than ordinary suffocation; that the chances of recovery are less- 
ened from the effects produced on the lungs by water ; that the lungs 
"become passively congested ; that as unconsciousness approaches, du- 
ring submersion, water enters the air-passages and air-cells of the lungs, 
and that, from the congestion of the lungs and water in the air-cells, 
there results a bloody, frothy mucus, which not only fills up the air- 
cells and blocks up the smaller bronchial tubes, but penetrates the inti- 
mate structure of the lungs, rendering them oedematous, and thus 
physically unfit to receive or expel air by respiration. Thus, in cases 
•of apparent death from drowning, the chances of recovery depend less 
upon the action of the heart than upon the quantity of frothy mucus 
j>resent in the air-passages and its penetration into the intimate struc- 
ture of the lui^gs. — Medical Times, 



SUNSTROKE— INSOLATION. 



The season of year is upon us when we may expect much suffering 
:and not a few deaths from the- effects of heat. Last summer, in St. 
Louis, there were many cases, but thanks to a more rational plan of 
treatment than was in vogue a few years ago, fatal results were rare. 
The affection is to be dreaded, not only because it is occasionally fatal, 
tbut also on account of the sad sequelae that so often follow it. 

It is a disease of the nervous system induced by heat, usually fol- 
Ilowing exposure to the direct rays of the sun, from which it takes its 
name of ** sunstroke;" but as all cases are not due to such exposure, 
this designation is a misnomer. ** Calenture" would be preferable 
»(from c^re, to be hot), for a continued high temperature, even in- 
doors, will produce it, as is seen in the effect on persons working in the 
•confined, heated atmosphere of foundries, sugar-refineries, kitchens, 
laundries, on board vessels, and in barracks. Previous exhaustion of 
the system, from whatever' cause, predisposes to it. Laborers suffer 
mostly, especially if of intemperate habit or of debilitated systems. In 
times past soldiers have suffered greatly ; this was exemplified in our 
own late war. Men from the North, not accustomed to the extreme 
heat of the South, succumbed while on march frequently. In a short 
march of ten miles, on an extremely hot day, we have witnessed one- 
tenth of the men so affected. The heavy and tight clothing, together 
with the weight of the accoutrements, played an important part as factor 
in producing the disease. More judgment is at present displayed in 
the dressing of troops serving in hot climates, so that sunstroke is less 
frequent among them than formerly. The lamented Havelock hoped 
to prevent some of the evil effects of the direct rays of the sun by 
having the men wear white linen hoods with long capes. 

Exposure to long-continued heat may be borne with impunity if the 
functions of the skm and bowels are active, but in cases of sunstroke 
the functions of the skin cease ; thus the bodily temperature necessarily 
runs up, and the blood becomes impure ; the bowels being constipated 
adds to the blood impurity. The frequent micturition is due not so 
much to renal activity as to the irritable urine. 

The duration of the disease may vary — being fatal in a few minutes 
or in forty-eight hours. It is not the rule, however^ that it ends in 
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death; but with recovery, if incomplete, come sequelae, such as im- 
pairment of the intellect, distressing headache, amaurosis and other 
evidences of cerebral trouble, such as twitching of the muscles of the 
forearm and hand. 

The symptoms vary with the cause of the attack. In the cardiac 
variety the onset is sudden, with scarcely premonitory symptoms. The 
patient falls, pants for breath, and may at once expire from s3mcope. 
In the cerebro-spinal variety the impending danger is indicated by heat 
'and dryness of skin, temperature rising possibly as high as 107° F., 
vertigo, pain in the head (not constant), congestion of eyes, tired feel- 
ing, nausea, frequent desire to micturate, in severe cases even delirium.. 
If the patient is conscious of the approaching attack, he may lie down 
and pass into a comatose condition. If the case progresses unfavorably 
the pupils contract — with insensibility to light, the symptoms intensify, 
with possible convulsions. 

The attack need not be mistaken for apoplexy, in which the pulse is 
slow, full, possibly intermitting ; breathing slow, irregular, explosive; 
pupils dilated, irregularly ; skin cool, moist. In sunstroke the pulse is 
quick and sharp; breathing rapid, noisy, but not explosive ; pupils con- 
tracted, and conjunctiva injected ; skin hot and dry, except in a few of 
the cardiac cases. 

The superheating of the blood has a depressing effect on the nervous 
centres ; thus the cause of the symptoms as above given, and thus too, 
the index to treatment. 

Prolonged insensibility, continued heat of skin, increasing congestion 
of the eyes, irregular and failing action of the heart, and lividity of the 
extremities, are unfavorable signs. Death may be preceded by con- 
vulsions. 

After death the blood is found fluid ; possible congestion of the cere- 
bral vessels, and congestion of the lungs with, in the cardiac variety, 
distention of the right heart. 

Protection from the sun, the wearing of light and loose clothing, 
avoidance of stimulants and of prolonged exertion in a close, heated 
atmosphere, are all prophylactic. 

In the treatment, blood-letting was formerly resorted to, never now, 
for we have not to do with cerebral apoplexy. The results of thera- 
peutic measures at present are gratifying, where formerly they were 
too often serious. The patient should be placed in the shadiest and 
coolest spot to be found, stripped and douched with cold water over 
head and chest, followed up or i:epeated until the temperature of the 
skin is reduced, and the respiration more regular. If the skin is not 
hot, the use of the water may be limited to sprinkling the face and 
chest. Ice may be used to lessen the temperature of the water. 
Empty the bowels by enema, afterward injections of ice-water may be 
used. Apply ammonia cautiously to the nostrils. If the skin refuses 
to act, we would advise the fluid extract of jaborandi in 20-minim doses, 
repeated ever^ half hour until three or four doses has been taken, to 
induce sweatmg. Broipide of potassium in ten-grain doses every 
twenty minutes, well diluted, should be given, and if necessary, by 
enema, in which cases twenty grains, may be administered. When 
exhaustion is imminent and the pulse weak, stimulants must be used 
by either the stomach or rectum. In these latter cases the cold douche 
must be employed carefully, and only for its effect as a shock. 
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If sensibility be not restored, a blister to the nucha should be applied. 
Dyspnea, when marked, may be relieved by application of dry cups 
to the thorax behind and in front. If convulsions set in, chloroform 
inhalations may be resorted to. After consciousness is restored, sina- 
pisms may be applied to the nucha and to the mastoid regions, and the 
bromide should be continued for many days. Quietness should be 
enjoined, both of mind and body, and if possible, removal to a cooler 
climate. Regular habits should be insisted upon, without excesses. 

Persistent headache frequently follows sunstroke as a sequel ; in its 
treatment counter-irritation to the nucha, long continued, with a course 
of iodide of potassium, is often followed by benefit. A permanent res- 
idence in a cool climate, or at least removal to such during the hot 
season of the year, is of great benefit. Bathing of the skin, frictions, 
open-air exercise, regulation of all the functions, especially of the 
stomach and b6wels, are quite essential. — S^, Louis Couriet of Medicine » 



PROTOXIDE OF NITROGEN FOR PRODUCING 
PROLONGED INSENSIBILITY. 



At a recent meeting of the Academy de Medecine et des Sciences, 
<le Paris, Mr. Paui Bert says : 

Protoxtde of nitrogen, discovered ^by Sir Humphrey Davy towards 
the end of the last century, is, at the present day, employed by many 
practitioners for the purpose or producing insensibility during dental 
operations. This insensibility cannot, however, be allowed to exist 
for any considerable length of time, for reason that the moment at 
which the desired degree of insensibility is gained, symptoms of as- 
phyxia appear, which would soon lead to fatal results. For this reason, 
the American surgeons have not succeeded in performing lengthened 
operations on patients under the influence of protoxide of nitrogen, 
except by administering this gas in such quantities as to produce short, 
•but repeated periods of insensibility, allowing the patient to recover 
consciousness between each period. 

This difficulty results from the fact, that insensibility can only be 
produced by causing the patient to inhale pure protoxide of nitrogen, 
without any mixture of air; it follows, therefore, that asphyxia and in- 
sensibility are produced at one and the same time. M. Paul Bert pro- 
poses to produce prolonged insensibility, obviating, at the same time, 
all danger of supervention of asphyxia. 

The fact that protoxide of hydrogen must be administered in a pure 
state, signifies that the tension of this gas must, in order that it may 
penetrate into the organism in sufficient quantity, be subjected to a 
pressure equal to that of an atmosphere. Under the normal pressure, 
it is necessary, in order to obtain this gas, that it should be in the pro- 
portion of loo per cent If we suppose, however, the patient to be 
placed in an apparatus in which the pressure is increased to that of two 
atmospheres, he may be subjected to the required tension by causing 
him to inhale a mixture of 50 per cent of protoxide of nitrogen, and 50 
per cent of air; in this mani>er insensibility would be produced, 
while the normal amount of oxygen would be maintained in the blood, 
and consequentiy the normal condition of respiration preserved. 

* * This, " says M* Bert, ' ' is what actually occurs. " As yet, however. 
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lie has experimented on animals only. The following is his description 
of his manner of conducting this experiment : 

'* I enter the cylinder, and there, with an augmentation of pressure 
equal to that of i-i5th of an atmosphere, I cause a dog to inhale a 
mixture of 5-6ths of protoxide of nitrogen and i-6th of oxygen, a mix- 
ture in which, as Mjill at once be perceived, the tension of the so-called 
laughing-gas is exactly equal to that of an atmosphere. Under these 
conditions, in from two to three minutes, a very short period of agita- 
tion, the animal enters into a state of total insensibility; the cornea and 
conjunctiva may be touched without causing any movement of the eye, 
of which the pupil is dilated ; a sensitive nerve may be laid bare and 
pinched, or a limb amputated, without causing the slightest movement; 
the muscular relaxation is extraordinary, and were it not for respira- 
tory movements, which continue with perfect regularity, death would 
appear to have ensued. This condition may continue for half an hour 
or an hour, without any change taking place. During this time the 
blood retains its red color and its richness in oxygen, the heart its force 
in rhythmic action, and the temperature its normal state. Any excita- 
tion brought to bear on a centripetal nerve induces in the circulation 
and respiration all those phenomena of reflex action which would occur 
in the case of an animal in its normal state. In short, all the phe- 
nomena of the so-called vegetable life remain intact, while those of the 
animal life are for a time abolished ; when, at the end of any given 
period of time, the vessel containing the gaseous mixture is taken away, 
the animal, at the third or fourth respiration, recovers almost imme- 
•diately sensibility, volition and intelligence, as is sometimes unpleas- 
antly proved by the desire to bite the operator, frequently exhibited by 
it. When unbound, it moves freely, and rapidly recovers its original 
gaiety and vivacity. 

"This rapid return to the normal condition, so different from the after- 
effects when chloroform has been employed, arises from the fact that 
protoxide of nitrogen does not, like chloroform, enter mto chemical 
combination with the organization, but is simply dissolved in the blood. 
As soon as the air inhaled ceases to contain this gas it escapes rapidly 
through the lungs ; this I have discovered by analysing the gases of the 
blood. 

** The innocuous action of protoxide of nitrogen is clearly proved by 
these experiments. On the one hand, the anesthesia affects only the 
medullary sensibility, leaving intact the reflex movements of organic 
life, the suppression of which, easily resulting through the employment 
of chloroform, can alone lead to fatal results. The harmlessness of 
this gas is still more decisively proved by the comparatively few acci- 
dents which have occurred from its administration in numerous cases 
by the dentists (the cases may be counted by hundreds of thousands), 
And the more so, that this gas has frequently been administered without 
prudence and by incompetent persons under conditions in which the 
intervention of asphyxia would augment the dangers, if such exist, of 
anesthesia. 

' ' I feel myself, therefore fully authorized through my experiments 
on animals, in recommending to surgeons, in the most emphatic 
manner, the employment of protoxide of nitrogen underpressure, when 
insensibility of long duration is required.^ I assure them that by mea- 
-suring, according, to the method already indicated by me, the barome- 
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trical pressure, and the centesimal Composition of the mixture in such ai 
manner as to produce the pressure of an atmosphere for the protoxide 
of nitrogen, and the rormal presstire of the air for the oxygen, they wilH 
obtain as complete insensibility and muscular relaxation as they can. 
possibly desire, with rapid recovery of sensibility, and consequentiy the: 
perfect consecutive well-being of the patient. 

*' The method of administration is singularly convenient, as, in case:? 
of any of those slight inequalities resulting from special degrees of sus- 
ceptibility between different individuals, which invariably occiu:, it is- 
sufficient either to diminish or increase the barometrical pressur^, and 
this may with ease be effected by means of a cork. I see but one diffi- 
culty, that of obtaining the necessary apparatus, which I must admit tO/ 
be an insuperable one to army surgeons attached to regiments on active- 
service. As the greater number of important operations take place in. 
large towns, however, and as these are generally supplied with baths in. 
which compressed air is employed, I confess I can see no great difficulty 
in providing in them a room large enough to contain the patient, the. 
operator, and some dozen assistants, while the expense, some 12,000. 
francs ($2,400), would not form a very formidable item in the accounts- 
of any hospital. These difficulties, however, are merely questions of 
secondary importance, the solution of which concerns the surgeons who, 
in the future, will employ this anesthetic; on them also will fall the 
burden of arranging those numerous questions of detail, which, ever* 
arise on the introduction of any new therapeutical agent.. 

** I have fulfilled my duty as a physiologist in pointing out this agent^ 
in demonstrating the immense advantages which would accrue from its 
employment, and in insisting on its innocuous qualities, which can be 
explained with such wonderful facility." — Physician and Pharmacist, 



ZINC vs. QUININE^ 



BY W. GIBBON CARTER, M.D., RICHMOND, YA.. 



Owing to the high price of the alkaloids of cinchona, the disagree- 
able results, in some cases, from their administration, and their nauseous 
taste, I was induced, from the high praise given the sulphate of zinc in 
the treatment of intermitting fever by Prof John Eberle, in hia 
** Practice of Medicine,'' to give it a trial. Dr. Eberie says : ^'The: 
sulph. zinc is an excellent remedy in the cure of intennittents. I have 
very rarely flailed to arrest the disease as promptly with it as with, 
quinine." 

Dr. Frith, in a letter to Dr. S. Mitckell, of New York, datf d Cal- 
cutta, 1805, speaks in the most favorable terms of this article as a re- 
medy in intermittents. He asserts that while prescribing in the Phi- 
ladelphia Dispensary, he found it to cure cases in which both the bark 
and arsenic had failed. Mr. Brand also observes that "in the cure of 
intermittents the sulphate of zinc is an) admirable tonic." 

I have, in a practice of ovei thirty years, had ample opportunity of 
giving the zinc a full and fair trial, and the gentlemen quoted above, 
I am satisfied, have not overestimated its curative power in this fever. 
Had I to decide which of the two, quinine or zinc, I would select to 
cure ague and fever, I would unhesitatingly select the lattec I have 
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frequently promptly cut short the disease with the zinc after the quinine, 
freely used, had no more effect than pulverized brick dust. That its 
effects are far more lasting, and relapses seldom, I have been struck 
with. 

While medical attendant to the Westham iron works, located fiVe 
miles above Richmond, and on James river, and where paludal fevers 
were common, nine-tenths of the cases of intermittents were treated by 
zinc. So little quinine did I use with the operatives that I remember 
General Stone, who had a general supervision, was struck with it when 
looking over the bills for medicines ordered by me, and remarked, **I 
see. Doctor, where, before you had charge of the medical affairs here, 
we paid each year for eight, ten or twelve bottles of quinine, we pay 
now for one or two. How is this ?" * * I use sulphate of zinc as a 
substitute." 

My mode of administering was simple. I have sometimes cut short 
— or rather, as the premonitory symptoms were coming on, thwarted — 
the paroxysm by giving the zinc in its emetic dose. Of course any 
other emetic would have done the same by its reaction. In the inter- 
missions, I have ordered from two to three grains at a dose every three 
or four hours for adults, and to be continued some four days after the 
attacks have ceased. I generally give it in a little cold water. The ad- 
dition of any of the flavored syrups, as lemon or ginger, would make a 
more agreeable dose. — Southern Clinic. 



On Codeia as a Sedative. — No symptom is more distressing 
to a patient than frequent coughing, and none demands more judicious 
treatment on the part of the practitioner, if he would avoid undoing 
with his cough-mixtures all the good he is attempting by his more gene- 
ral therapeutic measures. In phthisis, the presence of anorexia makes 
us unwilling to give opium or morphia, and frequently, when we do so, 
we have reason to regret it. Many patients, especially gouty subjects, 
and those who suffer much from derangement of the liver, are intolerant 
of opium and morphia. On account of these difficulties, I have been 
led to employ codeia in such cases, in the hope that it might be of ser- 
vice, and it has succeeded beyond my anticipations. In phthisis it 
allays cough without disturbing the digestive system ; and, in the other 
class of cases, I have found it tolerated when opium and morphia were 
not. As an instance of the latter, I may quote the case of a medical 
friend, a member of a gouty family, a frequent sufferer from migraine 
and derangement of the liver, and well aware of his intolerance of pre- 
parations of opium. He complained of a troublesome cough, depend- 
ing on slight catarrh of the trachea and bronchi, and, at my suggestion, 
tried codeia, with all the benefit and none of the ill effects of opium. 
I prescribe the drug in doses of a grain, dissolved in syrup of tolu. The 
French medical papers constantly contain advertisements of codeia 
syrup, and probably it is well known as a cough tincture in this country; 
but I was not aware, and others may have been ignorant as I was, 
that it has those advantages over the preparations of opium and its 
other alkaloids. I therefore venture to call attention to it. Its value 
in diabetes is, of course, fully recognized. — Brit. Med. Journal. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Dextro-Quinine — By W. H. Galt, M.D., Louisville. — The 
desire to find a substitute forjthe sulphate of quinine among the cheaper 
salts of bark has been universally felt in all the regions where miasma- 
tic diseases prevail. In accordance with this desire I have tried cin- 
chonidia, cinchonia, quinoidine, and cinchoquinine. The results of 
their administration in some cases have been good, but in the long run 
have not been satisfactory so as to induce me to abandon the old, tried 
friend, the sulphate of quinine. In fact, I confess I could not get up 
the required faith in any other salt. It is said that the Tahitians are 
readily converted to the Christian faith, and seem to enter with zeal 
into the form of Christian worship. But when in great strait, ** when 
they mean business," their prayers are all addressed to the old shark 
god of their fathers. No doubt my case is parallel with theirs, and I 
am slow to perceive the efficacy of any appeal except to my old shark, 
quinine. 

I was much pleased with the tasteless preparation of cinchonidia 
with sugar of milk and bi-carbonate of soda. The first three cases in 
which I used it were cases of intermittent fever in children, in which 
the result was everything that could be desired. It was easily taken, 
and promptly subdued the paroxysm. In four following cases, how- 
ever, I was disappointed in finding that the gastric irritation produced 
by it was so severe that I have not used it since. After this I concluded 
to make no more experiments with them. 

Some months ago I received firom Keasbey and Mattison two small 
vials of a new preparation firom the bark, called dextro<iuiiiine, because 
under the polariscope it gyrated to the right. What was the thera- 
peutic value of this gyration, I did not see. It was an amorphous 
salt of reddish-brown color, totally unlike any of the alkaloids with 
which I was familiar, and I made up my mind that I would try it. In 
a day or two afterward I had a slight chill followed by a pretty severe 
fever, which lasted several hours, and passed oflF with a profuse perspi- 
ration. As quinine always affects me most disagreeably, I determined 
to try the new salt in my own person. I took six grains every three 
hours until I had taken all of the eighteen grains which had been left 
with me. Except a slight sense of fullness in the head, I had none of 
the usual sensations which accompany the other salts of bark, no 
nervous tremulousness and no tinnitus aurium. Although the quantity 
taken seemed hardly sufficient to prevent a return of the paroxysm, I 
have never had a return. 

The results of this experiment on myself seemed to justify my use of 
it with my patients. I have kept a record of seventeen cases in which 
1 have used it, and in all but one with perfect success. In this case 
the patient knew that it was a substitute for the sulphate of quinine 
which I was using, and as none of the usual phenomena which follow 
its administration occurred, he lost faith, and substituted some pills 
of quinine which he had in the house. 

As there is such a monotony in the report of cases of malarial fever, 
I spare your readers a formal report of each case, one very like the 
other, with two exceptions. One, a case in which the sulphate of 
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quinine invariably induced urticaria of such severity as to almost deter 
the patient from taking it. In this case some urticaria did appear, but 
nothing to compare in severity with that which followed the sulphate. 
The other was a case of double quotidian, which only yielded after 
using pretty heroic doses. 

Although this is not a sufficient number of cases to make it appear 
that we can discard our old and tried remedy, the sulphate, the results 
were so certain and unvarying as to convince me that in the dextro- 
quinine we have a most valuable addition to our armamentarium. It 
strikes me that the absence of the disagreeable effects of quinine is a 
great desideratum, which, with its cheapness, should recommend it to 
the profession. The cases in which I used it were all of simple, un- 
complicated malarial fever, and do not furnish evidence that it possesses 
the antipyretic power which the sulphate of quinine exercises in typhoid 
fever, in pneumonia, and the zymotic diseases. I feel justified, by the 
similarity of its effects to quinine in the cases in which I used it, to 
feel some degree of certainty that it will not disappoint us in all diseases 
in which the sulphate of quinine is used. After further use I will re- 
Jx)rt the results, and hope that the profession will give it a fair trial. I 
also hope that the experience of others will be given through the News^ 
so that by a comparison of views we may find the true value of this new 
salt. I would state that with adults the usual form of administration 
was in pills, while with children I usually gave it suspended in the 
compound elixir of liquorice. The dose was usually the same as that of 
quinine. — Louisville Med. News. 

- — — — — — — --- ^ ^ 

DEXTRO-^IJIlf IN B sent by mall, at the rate of $1.00 per oz., to Physicians 
who cannot be sappllM by their local dmgglsts. Address 

KEASBEY ft MATTISON, Philadelphia. 

Cholera Infantum. — **In a discussion on cholera infantum in Acad- 
emy of Sciences, Kentucky, Dr. Holloway said : In colliquative dis- 
charges I believe the camphor julep, made of camph. carb. magnesia 
and water, given in ice, is the best single remedy. I think highly of 
Dr. Polk's views of quinine ; would give it by enema, and have the 
anus closed by the hand with a napkin until absorption of the quinine 
takes place. Would use opiates, and recommend whisky as a stimu- 
lant" 

Dr. Clemens, said ** the fatality of cholera infantum is fearfully 
great. It produces nearly as many deaths, in the aggregate, as con- 
sumption. I believe it to be a disease of nervous exhaustion, anaemia 
of the brain being due to loss of serum from the blood. When called 
to see cases of this disease after the stage of collapse I have the patient 
sponged with whisky, as well as the internal use of stimulants. Three 
drops of creosote to an ounce each of lime water and mint water, in 
teaspoonful doses every two hours, with powdered ice kept to the lips, 
seems often to check the disease in some of its worst stages. When 
vomiting is persistent and frequent I usually give one-sixteenth or one- 
twentieth grain of calomel until the discharges are changed. I then give 
quinine in the form of tannate — one grain of tannin to five of quiuine, 
in syrup of tolu. I give this just as soon as the stomach will tolerate 
it. Attempts to nourish acute cases within the first twenty-fours should 
not be carried beyond egg-water. I like the effects of belladonna in 
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certain forms. In stages of collapse I think with HoUoway that it is 
very similar to cholera in the adult. I often examined and found 
greatly diminished renal secretion, and suppression in some ccses. I 
do not believe hypersemia of the brain may be found even in the con- 
vulsive forms." 

Dr. Larrabee was pleased to note the unanimity of opinion as to the 
pathology of this disease, agrees with Holloway and Polk in believing 
it to prevail quite extensively in Europe, under another name. He 
thinks heat is a prime factor, by its interference with the circu- 
lation in the spinal cord. Does not believe in malarial causes of it. 
Moist and warm atmosphere interferes with the secretions and ir- 
ritates the delicately organized nervous system. The disease being es- 
sentially a nervous affection in its origin, the want of fixed pathological 
states makes it impossible to fix upon established rules of treatment. 
Thinks cool air, cold applied to the spine, of the greatest value. This 
disease is essentially the same as cholera in adults, the rapid collapse 
being due to the loss of serum. Anaemia of the brain is associated 
with heat, full sinuses, full veins, and anaemic arteries. The brain is 
not supported by the normal amount of pressure, and the rapid drain- 
age soon exhausts the cerebral function. He thinks hypodermic mor- 
phia in cholera morbus should suggest its use in cholera infantum ; 
thinks we ought to use it. Loss of serum demands the rapid introduc- 
tion of fluids, and thinks the white of an egg in sweetened ice water a 
sovereign remedy. He does not think opium properly indicated in en- 
gorged states of the venous system. He thinks calomel the one great 
drug to be given in this disease. He gives it in ^ grain doses every 
four or five minutes until the character of the discharge is changed. 
Regards the camphor julep with high favor, and speaks highly of cam- 
phor water as a substitute when the julep is not at hand. Uses bella- 
donna in cases of collapse, it produces hyperaemia of skin, where great 
pallor has existed. He proposes to apply cold to the spine by means 
of a rubber coil through which ice water is to be passed continually ; 
it acts by reducing temperature. Does not believe the disease is pecu- 
liar to cities, though it is more likely to prevail in cities than in the 
country. — Medical Herald, 

Prophylaxis in Yellow Fever. — Dr. Summers, in Nashville 
Medical Journal, says : The great problem for the medical profession 
to solve is the arrest of germ development in the organism. This is 
the only method of prophylaxis that is at all rational and likely to be 
followed by practical results. This being accomplished yellow fever 
will be robbed of its terrors, and be remanded back to that class of 
diseases which modern science has made controllable by the efficiency 
of its therapeutic agents. 

Let us then see if we cannot arrive at some philosophic plan to ac- 
complish this result. 

It is well established that fermentation is the prime pathological factor 
in this disease. As a result of active fermentation we have the solution 
of a gas called carbonic acid gas. This is a solvent of albumen. In 
the blood albumen is not normally in a state of solution but of mole- 
cular suspension. The carbonic acid set free in this fermentation dis- 
solves this suspended albumen, which now becomes subject to osmosis, 
passing out of the walls of the capillaries which in a state of molecular 
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suspension it could not do. Carrying with it white blood corpuscles 
into the tissues without it sets up the process of calorification which is 
so remarkably characteristic of this fever. Getting into the tubes of 
the kidneys it coagulates to form tube casts and, if not arrested, wdll go 
on to complete clogging of the secretory apparatus. The other changes 
which occur in the organism during the course of the fever are those 
of degeneration resulting from the causes just referred to. Now let us 
begin at the first pathological manifestation — the fermentation set up 
in the blood by the proliferation of the germ. What will prevent this 
or arrest it when once set up ? The latter is more difficult to accom- 
plish than the former. It is a well known chemical fact that sulphurous 
acid gas will at once stop fermentation when brought in contact with a 
fermenting substance — either alone or in its combinations. It is reas- 
onable to suppose that this could be introduced into the organism to the 
arrest of fermentation and so has experience proved. The hyposul- 
phite of soda is the best preparation to use. Suppose, however, that 
the fermentation has gone on to such an extent as to begin the solution 
of the albumen of the blood, which is often the case even when the 
system has been saturated with sulphuric acid — what then ? Well, as a 
matter of course, we must find something which will precipitate the 
albumen from its solution. Chemistry comes to our aid with phos- 
phoric acid which will effect this promptly, either alone or in combina- 
tion. So we should expect a priori^ and have found experimentally, 
that phosphate of ammonia will accomplish this result. 

We have here the main avenues to the pathological arena of the dis- 
ease therapeutically guarded. I have found that during the late epi- 
demic that those persons who, with proper care of their person, took 
daily the prescription which follows either escaped the disease or at 
least suffered from very mild attacks : 

B Sodse hyposulphite one ounce. 

Ammon. Phoephat one ounce. 

Aq. Aurant. flor six ounces. 

Dose, a teaspoonful in a little water, three times a day. 

A little brandy every morning before breakfast, a good heart and 
easy mind, moderation in work, regular hours and attention to general 
hygienic conditions, along with the above prescription which meets the 
pathological conditions in advance, furnish the best basis of protection 
I think possible to offer, and I am satisfied that such a rational prophy- 
laxis systematically carried out will go very far toward diminishing the 
horror of this disease with which its late fearful ravages have filled the 
mind of the people. — -Journal of Medicine and Surgery, 

On the Injection of Warm Water into the Vagina, in 
Certain Cases of Labor. — The cases to which this treatment is 
specially applicable are those in which the os uteri is thin and rigid 
and the perineum unyielding. 

Case i. — Mrs. A. ; third confinement. I was first called in 

about seven o'clock a.m., and found the os open just sufficiently to 
admit the forefinger. Pains every ten minutes. At 3.30 p.m., the os 
was about the size of a shilling, and the perineum rigid. Pains every 
two minutes, prolonged. TTie nurse, under my direction, adminis- 
tered an injection of warm water for about ten minutes, and after an- 
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other ten minutes I made a vaginal examination, and found the os 
nearly dilated to the full and the perineum relaxed. The child was 
bom within forty minutes from the commencement of the injection. 

Case 2. — Mrs. B ; sixth confinement. She informed me that 

in all her previous confinements she was in violent pains from thirty- 
six to forty-eight hours, but was always quick at the end. About 3 
a.m. I found her with pains every two or three minutes, and the os 
about the size of a shilling and unyielding. Pelvis roomy and no dif- 
ficulty likely to be presented after dilatation of the OS. At 8.30 a,m. 
I was called again, and could not detect the slightest alteration in 
affairs; so I ordered an injection of warm water to be given her. Half 
an hour after the injection was administered I was sent for again, but 
the child was born before I could arrive, although the distance was 
only two minutes' walk. 

Case 3. — Mrs. C ; second confinement. About 2.30 a.m. I 

was called, and found the size of the os to be about that of a shillings 
Pains every five minutes. At 10 a.m. there seemed to be no change ex- 
cept that the pains were more frequent and longer. She was ordered 
a warm water injection. At 12.30 p.m. I found that the nurse had not 
administered the injection, and that the os was very slightly enlarged^ 
The perineum was not at all rigid. I then gave the injection myself 
for about five minutes, after which the os dilated very quickly. The 
child was born in forty minutes' time. 

Case 4. — Mrs. D ; first confinement. I was called about 10 

a.m., and found the size of the os just large enough to admit the finger. 
The vagina and perineum were excessively rigid — in fact the most rigid 
I ever came across. At 12 noon the next day the os was about the 
size of a shilling, and the other parts were unaltered. I injected some 
warm water for about eight minutes, after which the 6s rapidly dilated^ 
dilatation being accomplished within half an hour, and at the same 
time the vagina and perineum became relaxed. As the child was a 
very large one, it took nearly three hours to traverse the pelvis, but the 
last part of the labor was quickly and easily perfonned. 

Case 5. — Mrs. E , aged 37 years; first confinement. At 10.15; 

p.m. I found the os sufficiently dilated to admit the finger, and seem- 
ingly very unyielding. Pelvis fairly roomy, but the vagina and peri- 
neum rigid. She was ordered to have an injection for twenty minutes, 
which was commenced at about 11. 15 p.m. A few minutes past one I 
was again sent for, and arrived just as the child was coming into the 
world. 

Case 6. — Mrs. F. ; first confinement. At 11.45 I found that 

the OS would hardly admit the forefinger, although the pains had beea 
continuing regularly since 9 a.m. She took then a draught consisting; 
of forty minims of tincture of opium, which, however, had no soothing 
effect. At 9 a.m. (twenty-four hours from the commencement of labor), 
the size of the os was that of a shilling. Ordered an injection of warm, 
water. At 5 p.m. the size washardlythat of a florin. At 10 p.m. the 
OS had remained stationary in size and extremely rigid, although the 
pains were almost incessant. Upon questioning the niirse, I found- 
that only lukewarm water had been used for the injection, and there- 
upon I administered one myself for five minutes with water as hot as she 
was able to bear. After this each pain made such a great progress that 
the OS was wholly dilated in fifteen minutes^ and the child born exactly 
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fifty minutes after the commencemeni of the administration of the in- 
jection . — Lancet. 

Extraction of Cataract. — Mr. Charles Higgens, in Royal Medi- 
cal and Chirurgical Society, read a paper entitled ** Remarks on 150 
Operations for Extraction of Cataract." The paper was accompanied 
by a printed table, in which were set down the sex and age of the pa- 
tient, right or left eye, form of cataract, kind of operation, results and 
remarks. The results were collected under three heads — successful, 
partially successful and failures. Under the first head were 115, 76-6 
per cent. ; under the second 24, 16 per cent. ; under the third 11, 7-3 
per cent. So that in 92-6 per cent, of the cases the sight was improved 
by the operation. In 7-3 no improvement took place , or sight was 
worse than before. Three methods of operating were described — ex- 
traction by small flap, by linear section, by oblique corneal section. 
104 cataracts were extracted by the first method, 26 by the second, and 
21 by the third. The advantages and disadvantages of the various 
methods were briefly alluded to. Iridectomy at the time of extraction, 
or as a preliminary some time previously, was strongly recommended. 
The relative advantages of upward and downward section were men- 
tioned. The after-treatment was given. 

Mr. Macuamara said that the prognosis of cases of cataract operation 
was favorable in proportion to the dilatability of the pupil by atropine. 
He had never placed much reliance upon iridectomy in cataract ex- 
traction, but his great aim was to remove the entire lens, making a 
corneal section of just sufficient size to admit of this. If any fragments 
of the lens are left behind they set up irritation. The disadvantage of 
iridectomy lay chiefly in the fact that it admitted too much light into 
the eye, so that vision for distant objects became blurred, whilst the 
most successful cases he had seen had been cases of the old flap extrac- 
tion and central pupil. He had lately seen a lady in whom thirty years 
ago Mr. Guthrie had removed cataract from both eyes ; she has per- 
fect vision. 

Mr. Higgens' statistics were of value, and would advance this branch 
of surgery — different from figures lately published by an eminent con- 
tinental oculist, of 230 cases of cataract and no failures ! It is notori- 
ous how figures can be misread. 

Mr. Hulke commented on the number of cases in the table of young 
persons, a few even at three and ^y^ years, and many under twenty 
years. He would like to know the reason why the author had departed 
from the generally accepted practice of treating such cases, where the 
lens is soft, by some of the various methods of solution, assisted by 
suction. 

Mr. Spencer Watson referred to a method,' introduced by a conti- 
nental surgeon, whereby the capsule is lacerated before the corneal 
section is made. In lacerating the capsule after such section, there is 
greater risk of displacing the lens into the vitreous, or of causing pro- 
lapse of the vitreous. He had performed the new methodsome twenty- 
four times, and with good result; and in some cases he had found it 
well to perform a preliminary iridectomy. He thought the upward 
section of the cornea often better than the downward. It was very 
important to use as few instruments as possible, and to avoid the scoop. 

Mr. Higgens, in reply, said that removal of the whole lens was more 
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easily effected with a small iridectomy than without. The old flap sec- 
tion, in favorable cases, was very good ; no doubt it was so successful 
in past times because no cataracts were removed until they were **ripe." 
He fully admitted that several of his patients were young, and that his 
operations were often experimental. Needle operations were tedious 
and dangerous. — Lancet 

Cases of Syphilis. — The following interesting cases are reported 
in the Lancet, by Dr. Jonathan Hutchinson : 

A young man was admitted six weeks ago, with a large indurated 
sore on his lip. Its characters were most definite, and under the jaw 
were a number of enlarged glands. The skin was covered with a liche- 
noid and papular rash. He did not know how he had caught the sore. 
, He first observed a little crack, then a month later it began to inflame 
and harden, and in another month the rash began to appear. Having 
remarked on the case as an example of non-venereal syphilis {syphilis 
sine coitu), or probably chancre from kissing, I drew attention to it as 
an illustration of the early stages of the disease. 

For practical purposes we may divide the early phenomena of sy- 
philis into three periods of one month each. The first month is occu- 
pied by the incubation of the chancre, and during it there is either no 
sore at all, or a sore which is soft, suppurating, and without definite 
character. At the end of the first month the process of induration will 
be commenced. Another month may be allowed for the full develop- 
ment of the chancre and for first appearance of constitutional symptoms; 
and at the end of two months from the contagion the sore may be ex- 
pected to be hard, the bubo well characterized ; the skin mottled with 
a roseolous rash. If treatment be avoided, the rash will develop further 
during another month, and, at the end of three, the chancre will still 
be in full vigor and the skin covered with a multiform eruption. The 
disease will now be at its full height, and it is at this period that iritis 
and retinitis are more likely to occur. 

In this case the lad has now been one month under treatment by 
two-grain doses of gray powder three times a day; and, without ptya- 
lism and without any interference with general health, the induration 
has melted away, and the rash almost wholly disappeared. 

In connection with the above, in which syphilis is being cured by 
small doses of mercury administered through a long period, salivation 
being avoided, I drew attention to another, which occurred a month 
ago, in which profuse salivation appeared to be productive of the best 
results. A married woman of middle age was admitted with a most 
copious scaly and papular eruption. It covered her face, trunk and 
extremities, not any part escaping, and the profuse production of scale 
crusts was a very remarkable feature. On the arm it might have been 
mistaken for common psoriasis, but on the face there could be no doubt 
as to the diagnosis. Mercurial baths were ordered, but after the third 
she became freely salivated. For a week or two she was confined to 
bed, and in a very feeble state, from the profuse ptyalism. During this 
period the eruption vanished as if by magic. No more mercury was 
used in any form, and at the end of a month the woman left the hos- 
pital covered with stains, but having nothing whatever remaining but 
stains. She was charged to return in a month, that we might know if 
any relapse occurred. 
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I remarked in connection with this case that it was the most rapid 
cure of a severe secondary eruption which I had ever known. Although 
on the whole I prefer the long continued treatment by small doses, yet 
it is well to bear in mind that in certain cases mercury appears to be 
far more efficient when pushed to its full physiological influence. We 
must avoid prejudging the question, and keep our minds open for the 
reception of all evidence that may be forthcoming. In some acute in- 
flammatory affections, not syphilitic, benefit is observed immediately 
that salivation occurs, while none is witnessed before. — Med. Rep, 

Oxalate of Cerium in ^Vhooping-Cough. — Case 1. — A girl 
aged seven years. After a preliminary bronchitis the characteristic 
whoop declared itself. Bromide of ammonium, belladonna, chloral 
hydrate, etc., were given, but seemed to exert little influence, when sud- 
denly the cough ceased, only to give way to typhoid fever, which, with 
its relapse, lasted for six weeks. Hardly was the patient up again before 
the whooping-cough reappeared, with even more severity. Expect- 
orants were given, and one dose of 2 grs. of oxalate of cerium half an 
hour before breakfast each morning. The salutary effect of the oxalate 
was quickly apparent ; but to see if its action was not overestimated, it 
was withdrawn for several mornings, when, instead of having light 
attacks of coughing once or twice a day, with nocturnal quietude, 
greater intensity and frequency of the attacks quickly ensued. The 
cerium was again resorted to, and the child soon recovered with but 
■^ight inconvenience. 

Case 2. — Girl 4 years old. Had whooping-cough two weeks, when 
scarlet fever appeared in a very severe form, being complicated with 
abscesses, uremic convulsions, etc. The pertussis did not at any time 
abate, but steadily increased in severity. Of course, with such a num- 
ber of troubles, much attention could not be bestowed on the cough ; 
but after convalescence as regarded the scarlatina had been established, 
the pertussis was treated. Oxalate of cerium was given as above, in 
one-grain doses, once a day before breakfast, with quick amelioration 
of the harassing cough. It may be here stated that, to reduce the 
high temperature of the scarlet fever, quinia was repeatedly given in 
large doses without having the least effect in counteracting the pertussis. 

Cases 3 and 4. — Boy 19 months old and girl aged 3 years, attacked 
with whooping-cough ; coughing spells frequent and severe, occurring 
once to three times each hour. Bromide of ammonium and bella- 
donna were followed by no improvement, excepting easier expectora- 
tion. Epistaxis and frequent vomiting, accompanied by a cyanotic 
countenance, in both cases. The oxalate of cerium was given before 
breakfast, in one-half and one-grain doses resp -xtively, once a day, 
with almost instant relief, the attacks being reduced to two or three 
light ones in twenty-four hours, instead of occurring hourly and with 
greater severity. To demonstrate the usefulness of the remedy it was 
withdrawn for several days, though the bromide and belladonna were 
continued, with the same result as in case No. i . 

The other remaining cases were uncomplicated ones, and yielded to 
the oxalate of cerium most satisfactorily, being relieved with the same 
promptness as the preceding ones. The rule was also observed in 
each case to continue the remedy one week longer than there was any 
existence of the whoop, to obviate the possibility of a relapse. — Dr. 
Morje, in J\r. V. Medical Record, 
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Rhus Poisoning. — The request of Dr. D. M. Johnson for sug 
gestions for the treatment of the poisoning by rhus toxicodendron has 
elicited responses from practitioners in various parts of the country. In 
addition to the articles on the subject by Drs. Gundrum, of lona, 
Mich., and Parsons, of Brownsville, Missouri, we have received nume- 
rous others. A number of these are but recommendations of applica- 
tions very commonly resorted to, and need not, therefore, be repro- 
duced here. The following, however, are somewhat different. Dr. J. 
C. Campbell, of Albany, Vermont, has found satisfactory results to 
follow a free bathing with a saturated solution of the chlorate of potas- 
sium and the internal administration of : 

B Tine, ferri chlorldi ^y. 

Cinchonldiae sulph ^bs. 

Aq. font. q. b. ad ,^ ij. 

Dose, a teaspoonful every four hours. 

Dr. J. F. Campbell, of Williamston, Mich., says the following has 
never failed in his hands : 

R Tine, eampborse 

Aq. ammonise aa 3[ ss 

01. Olivee Jijss 

Apply three times a day. Make it stronger or weaker pro re rata. 

Dr. H. H. Bordener, of McClure City, Pa., pins his faith strongly to 
the black wash of the U. S. D. He gives also internally quinine and 
iron. 

Dr. B. C. McPhail, of Minnesota, believes that the irritation is caused 
by an acid which is generated by the poison, and he applies a saturated 
solution of the bicarbonate of soda as a chemical antidote. Whether his 
theory is correct or not, he has found the application better than any 
other he has triedJ 

Dr. E. T. Wilmot, of Great Bend, Pa., writes : 

* * In my practice, the application of tine, iodine has been the most 
effectual. From one to three applications, covering the affected part 
completely with the liquid, has never disappointed me of a cure. The 
burning and smarting sensation attending such an application is more 
or less severe, according to the nervous susceptibility of the patient, 
yet they will invariably pronounce the remedy as not half as bad as 
the disease." 

Dr. A F, Henry, of Alamo, Indiana, sends the following : 

B Caustic potassffi gr.xl. 

Bain water %\\, M 

Wash the parts four or five times a day, and a cure is effected in two 
days. If applied immediately instant cure results. 

One of my patients, very susceptible to the poison, carries a solution 
in his pocket when re-setting fences, and applies it at once when ex- 
posed to the poison. Instantly the epidermis peels as after other treat- 
ment. Olive oil for after treatment. — Michigan Medical Ncius, 

Baptisia Tinctoria in Typhoid Fever. — A paper read by Dr. 
Laurence Johnson, of New York, at the recent meeting of the Medical 
Society of the State of New York, on the ** Action of Baptisia Tinctoria 
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in Typhoid Fever," is summed up as follows by the reporter for the 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal : Baptisia tinctoria, although 
formerly believed to possess antiseptic powers rendering it useful in 
diseases having a tendency to putrescence, has of late fallen into utter 
neglect with the regular profession. It is, however, extensively em- 
ployed by the eclectics and homeopaths ; the latter especially consider- 
ing it very valuable in typhoid fever. It was to test its value in thi* 
disease that the experiments recorded were made. The preparation 
used was a tincture of the root, and it was administered in small doses 
(from one to five drops) at intervals of from one to three hours. The 
ordinary general measures of treatment, such as cool sponging, milk 
diet and stimulants, when required, were not neglected, and any 
casual indications were promptly met and appropriately treated. Careful 
records of pulse and temperature were kept, and were shown in tables 
accompanying the paper. 

Of the seven cases whose histories were detailed, three at least had, 
at the beginning, symptoms betokening attacks of severity. The pulse, 
temperature and general condition of these patients left no room for 
doubt upon the point, yet the improvement under treatment was 
remarkable. In general, it may be stated that the cases, when treat- 
ment was well under way, were characterized by lack of symptoms; 
sufficiently grave to occasion anxiety. There was a marked absence 
of delirium and comparatively little diarrhoea, though at the beginning, 
in two or three cases, these were very troublesome features. The 
temperature seemed to be reduced by the drug, and in one case, where 
the morning temperature was as high as 106° F., when baptisia was- 
employed for the first time, it never reached that point again, while 
the patient was fully convalescent in ten days. All the patients made 
good and comparatively quick recoveries. — Exchange, 

Phlyctenular Ulcers of the Cornea. — Professor Seely says: 
** I here show you two ulcers of the cornea, near the periphery, appa- 
rently ready twenty-four hours ago to perforate. I then ordered a so- 
lution of eserine to be dropped into the eye four or five times before 
their return, and you never would suspect that there had ever been 
any danger of a perforation. I have had the most fortunate and satis- 
factory results with ulcers of the cornea under the influence of the 
myotic, and am now using it in all cases where there is no iritis. If" 
the iris is inflamed, a mydriatic wash is to be used often enough to- 
prevent synechia posterior. 

** For corneal aflections with iritis, I prefer duboisine, as during my 
five or six months' experience with the new mydriatic I have met with, 
no case where it caused any irritation. I wish to call your attention, 
especially to the use of the myotic in corneal affections of all sorts. 
You have seen a large number of cases of * pannus ' treated with the 
myotic in the most satisfactory manner. In fact, trachoma, with cor- 
neal complications, is robbed of its discouraging features by eserine 
and yellow oxide in vaseline eserine iritis. I have never yet met with 
a case of eserine iritis started up by eserine, though attention has been 
called to such a result ; still, it is well enough to be on the lookout for 
such an accident. 

''^Rupture of the Cornea and Prolapse of the Iris^ Peripheric. — The 
next case I present is one of very great interest, especially to the gen- 
eral practitioner. 
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**In general, the treatment of prolapse of the iris is, if it bulges and 
contains aqueous humor, to puncture it, thus causing the tumor to 
collapse, and then to lift it up — the prolapsed portion — with a forceps 
and strip it off. If the prolapse is seen early, and the iris is not lacer- 
ated, it is wise to attempt its return, under strong applications of eserine 
and a small probe or spatula of rubber. The eserine acts most favor- 
ably in such eases. If the wound is a large one, a compressive band- 
age should be applied to support the ruptured cornea." — Lancet and 
Clinic, 

Typhoid Fever During Infancy. — The following is a well 
marked example of a case of enteric fever in an infant aged six months. 

On Sunday, February 23d, I went to Redhill to see (with Dr. Wal- 
ters, of Reigate) a little boy who was suffering severely from a relapse of 
typhoid fever. After our consultation, Dr. Walters was so kind as to 
invite me to see, in the adjoining house an infant aged six months, who 
presented a typical example of the disease. The child manifested the 
ordinary symptoms, and the eruption was abundant and pathogno- 
monic. I understood that the disease had been contracted through the 
food, which was partly, if not wholly, artificial. 

Dr. Walters, whom I have to thank for kindly permitting me to 
make this reference to the case, says, in a letter with which he has fa- 
vored me : ** I remember seeing a case in as young a child in a former 
epidemic here, which was due also to contaminated water-supply. It 
was also characterized by a very copious eruption." Both Dr. Walters's 
cases recovered. 

Typhoid fever in j^i/;/^ infants is rare. I have myself seen it in in- 
fants on several occasions, but I do not remember ever before having 
observed it at as early an age as in Dr. Walters' s cases. Probably the 
exemption of young infants is mainly attributable to their mode of feed- 
ing ; that is to say, children reared solely at the breast escape (unless 
their mothers suffer), while those who are either wholly or partiy hand- 
fed are exposed to it. This at least accords with my own observation. 
Itis wellto bear in mind in this connection that, very commonly, young 
infants — c. g., those under six months — escape the invasion of the acute 
specific diseases, even when other children in the family suffer. It is 
to be feared that typhoid fever is not unfrequently overlooked in young 
children; ** gastric fever, " ** infantile remittent fever," **low fever," 
and ** slow fever " being assigned as the cause of illness. — British Med, 
Journal. 

The Short Forceps Superseded. — Having had some little ex- 
perience in the practice of midwifery, I beg to bring under notice the 
following method of delivery, in preference to the use of the short for- 
ceps. Take, for example, a typical case, to which the short forceps 
would be used. The head of the foetus is near the outlet of the pelvis, 
the pains are few and of short duration ; the patient is very much ex- 
hausted, and seems to have no power of expelling the foetus. Between 
the intervals of the pains, the head recedes into the pelvis and returns 
to its former position at the return of the pains, but does not make any 
progress. My plan is this : At the outset of the pains, I pass the index 
finger of my left hand into the rectum of the patient, and, as it were, 
hook the head of the foetus, so as to keep it from returning again into 
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the pelvis, till the patient has a return of the labor-pains ; and by con- 
tinued pressure on the superciliary ridge of the foetus, I gradually ex- 
pel the head. This method I have adopted in several cases with 
marked success, and several of my friends have adopted the same 
method, at my suggestion, with the same favorable results — of course,, 
always premising that the strength of the patient has been kept up by 
suitable stimulants ; and, if thought, advisable, ergot have been given 
to cause uterine contraction. — Pract. Med, and Surg, 

Quebracho, a Nctv Remedy in Dyspnoea. — Penzolt received, 
some time ago from Brazil, a package of bark from the Apidosperma 
quebracho^ a tree belonging to the apocynea, said by South American 
physicians to possess anti-febrile properties. An alkaloid has been 
extracted from this by Baeyer, but this has not yet been tried, a 
tincture of the bark being employed by Penzolt, who found little or no 
anti-febrile effect from its use. On the other hand, he found it of value 
in various forms of dyspnoea. The formula used was as follows : Ten 
parts pulverized bark were extracted for a week with one hundred 
parts alcohol, filtered, evaporated and dissoved in twenty parts of water. 
Of this solution, one or two teaspoonfuls were ^iven twice or thrice 
daily. It could be continued indefinitely without fear. 

Penzolt concludes as follows : * * We possess in quebracho bark a 
remedy which, without any ill effects, diminishes or puts an end, within 
an hour, to various forms of dyspnoea in the different diseases of the 
lungs and circulatory apparatus. The effect produced is manifested by 
a reduction in the frequency of respiration, often in the depth of the 
cyanosis, and, above all, in the subjective anguish. 

The bark, which alone is as yet procurable, is used in commerce for 
tanning leather. — Berlin Klin. Wochens, 

Explosive Mixture. — An explosive mixture is found by the com- 
bination of tincture of cardamon with nitro-muriatic acid (Salpetersal- 
zsaure). That Zeitschr* d. allg. Apoth.-Ver, states that a druggist re- 
cently filled a prescription composed of these ingredients and handed 
the bottle to the messenger, in whose pocket it almost immediately 
exploded. The mixture was again made, the messenger warned not 
to shake the bottle. He arrived home safely, but in opening it the 
second explosion took place, seriously injuring the patient's eyes. The 
druggist should have first mixed the two acids, and should not have 
closed the vial after the addition of the tincture until all reaction had 
ceased. 

Massage of the Tonsils. — M. Quinart describes, in the Archives 
Medicales Beiges, a method of treating hypertrophy of the tonsils that 
has proved very successful in his hands. The method, which is only 
applicable after the inflammatory period has passed, consists of massage 
of the gland, and is carried out as follows : He covers his index finger 
with alum, introduces it into the mouth, and brings it to bear directly 
on the tonsil, which is manipulated, with gradually increasing force, 
over as great an extent of its surface as can be reached. The operation 
is at first painful and disagreeable ; but the discomfort is readily allayed 
by an emollient gargle. After a few repetitions, it ceases to be painful, 
and the patients readily learn to practice it themselves. — New York 
Medical Record. 
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Discoverer of Anaesthesia. — The National Eclectic Medical 
Association, at its recent session, unanimously awarded to Dr. Craw- 
ford W. Lo'\g, of Georgia, the credit of the discovery of modern sur- 
gical anaesthesia. His claims are becoming more and more established 
in the minds of all who are examining the matter without the bias of 
early education or sectional pride. 

By the way, it seems that Congress has ordered the establishment of 
a National Gallery of Statuary in Washington, D. C. Each State is to 
designate two of its most famous deceased citizens, whose memories 
are thus to be perpetuated. It has been suggested that Georgia should 
contribute to this National Gallery, the statue of Dr. Crawford W. Long, 
late of Athens, Ga. 

The CEsophageal Sound in Hiccough. — L'Union Medicale, 
March 17th, contains the report by Barre of a case of hiccough in a 
man aged forty-five, which had been only partially relieved by ether, 
opiates, bromides, compression and chloroform. This continual dis- 
turbance lasted ten months, when Barre one day passed an oesophageal 
•sound. His patient fainted, and it was withdrawn. On the next day 
the patient reported that he had since the introduction of the sound 
had only three slight attacks. The operation was then repeated, no 
inconvenience resulting this time. At the date of report, thirty-seven 
days after, no recurrence of the hiccough had taken place. — Cincinnati 
Lancet and Clinic, 

Peach Kernels for Clearing Water. — A Dutch hotel-keeper in 
the Transvaal clarifies the turbid water of the district in the following 
way: Half a dozen peach kernels are slightly cracked and thrown 
into a large butt of water. In an hour or two the muddiest will be 
found beautifully clear. — New Qemedies. 

Ergot vs. Lactation. — Dr. Russell reports to the Bell County 
Medical Society a case where the secretion of milk was entirely pre- 
vented by the use of ergot until the eighth day. Ten hours after the 
medicine was discontinued the secretion of milk was quite free, but 
was at once checked by the use of ergot again. — Not, Med. Review. 

Apiol in Amenorrhea and Dysmenorrhea. — Apiol, the ac- 
tive principle of parsley, is an oleaginous amber colored liquid, soluble 
in water in any proportion, and of an acrid taste. It may oe given in 
capsules. According to Marotte, in Mouvement Medical, it brings on 
menses, regulates menstruation, and calms the pains by which it is often 
accompanied. It has no action upon the pregnant womb. 

Facetiae. — Devil's Drug was one of the old names for assafetida, 
d propos of which the Medical Press tells the following : A small boy, 
entering the shop of a Scotch druggist, said — ** My mither sent me for 
a bawbee's worth of that stuff for the wind. She disna' mind the right 
name, but they ca't deevil's dirt." To which the northern knight of 
the pesde replied — "Rin hame and tell your mither that I canna' dis- 
turb the devil for less than a penny." 

'' God and the doctor we alike adore, 
But only when in danger — not before; 
The danger o'er, both are alike requited — 
Qod's forgotten, and the doctor slighted.'' 

— Southern Clinu. 
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How Old Is the World. ? — Geologists, astronomers and phy- 
sicists have hitherto been baffled in their attempts to set up any satis- 
factory kind of chronometer which will approximately measure geolo- 
gical time, and thus give us some clue to the antiquity of our globe. 
It is therefore worth noting that Mr. Mellard Reade, of Liverpool, has 
lately contributed to the Royal Society a very suggestive paper, in 
which he endeavors to grapple with the question by employing the 
limestone roclcs of the earth's crust as an index of geological time. 

Limestones have been in course of formation from the earliest known 
geological periods, but it would appear that the later found strata are 
more calcareous than the earlier, and that there has in fact been a gra- 
dually progressive increase of calcareous matter. The very extensive 
deposition of carbonate of lime over wide areas of the ocean-bottom at 
the present day is sufficiently attested by the recent soundings of the 
Challenger. 

According to the author's estimate, the sedimentary crust of the 
earth is at least one mile in average actual thickness, of which probably 
one-tenth consists of calcareous matter. In seeking the origin of this 
calcareous matter, it is assumed that the primitive rocks of the original 
crust were of the nature of gigantic or basaltic rocks. By the disinte- 
gration of such rocks, calcareous and other sedimentary deposits have 
been formed. The amount of lime salts in waters which drain districts 
made up of granites and basalts is found, by a comparison of analysis, 
to be on an average about 3.73 parts in 100,000 parts of water. It is 
further assumed that the excessed areas of igneous rocks, taking an 
average thoroughout all geological time, will bear to the exposures of 
sedimentary rocks a ratio of about one to nine. From this and other 
data Mr. Reade concludes that the elimination of the calcareous matter 
now found in all the sedimentary strata must have occupied at least 
600,000,000 of years. This, therefore, represents the minimum age of 
the world. The author infers that the formation of the Laurentian, 
Cambrian and Silurian strata must have occupied about 200,000,000 of 
years; the old red sand stone, the carboniferous and the poikilitic sys- 
tems, another 200,000,000 and all other strata the remaining 200,000,- 
000. Mr. Reade is, therefore, led to believe that geologiod time has 
been enormously in excess of the limits urged by certain physicists; 
that it has been ample to allow for all the changes which, on the hypo- 
thesis of evolution, have occurred in the organic world. — London (Eng.) 
Academy. 

How Deeply Does the Earth Quake? — The recent earth- 
quake at Virginia City was not noticed at all in the mining depths, but 
only by the people on the surface. Their famous earthquake of some 
tinae ago, which shook down chimneys and fire-walls, cracked brick 
buildings' and did other damage, was merely noticed by some of the 
miners working in the upper levels, but it did no damage, not even 
shaking down loose stones and earth. The station-men in the various 
shafts felt it the strongest, and the deepest point where it was noticed 
was in the station-tender at 900-foot level of the Imperial-Empire shaft 
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— 900 feet below the surface. He said it felt like a sudden faint throb 
or pulsation of the air, as though a blast had been let off at a distance 
above, below, or in some indefinite direction. In some of the mines 
the shock was not noticed at all, even by station-men. Commenting 
on this peculiar fact at the time, the Gold Hill News remarked that the 
earthquake seemed to be an electrical disturbance, proceeding from 
the atmosphere and not from the depths of the earth. — Sacramento (Cal.) 
Union. 

Sphymograph. — ^The latest telephonic wrinkle comes from a Lon- 
don physician, who exhibited before the Royal Society the other day 
what he calls a " spliymograph " — an instrument by which the human 
pulse, or heart-beat, can be made to register audibly at long distances. 
In fact, the pulse talks telephonically, and so loudly that when two cells 
are used the sounds can be heard by an audience of several hundred 
people. By extending the telephone wires the sounds can also be con- 
veyed long distances, so that a physician in his consulting-room might 
listen to the heart or pulse of a patient lying in bed (speaking modestly 
as to distance) a mile or two away. 

Dr. Richardson described to the Fellows of the Royal Society that 
the sounds yielded by the natural pulse resemble the two words '* bother 
it" which, as the Lancet says, is ** pretty good for a beginning;" 

The Tongue and the Sense of Taste. — The tasting power of 
the tongue is not regularly distributed over all parts of that organ. Ac- 
cording to the unanimous judgment of physiologists, the back part of 
the tongue is best qualified for this function, while there is a difference 
of opinion as to the tip of the tongue. The older observers have re- 
peatedly said that a tasting power in the tip is limited to certain per- 
sons, whereas more recent ones affirm its presence in all men. In ex- 
perimenting on the so-called "reaction-time," Herr Vintschgau lately 
met with a case of limited tasting power in the tongue tip, and this led 
him to a thorough investigation of the subject. The observations were 
made with solutions of chloride of sodium, sugar, qumine and citric 
acid. The results were as follows : There are persons who are cap- 
able of accurately distinguishing all principal tastes with the tip of the 
tongue alone ; others perceive with certainty the qualities of sweetness, 
saltness, acidity, but less distmctly bitterness. Others, again, can only 
with great difficulty distinguish tastes with the tip of the tongue ; and 
finally, there are individuals who cannot do this in the least. — /oumal 
of Chemistry. 

New Scale. — By making a miniature of an object, such as a spider 
line, and examining it with a microscope. Dr. Royston Pigott has found 
that objects even as small as the millionth of an inch could be seen; 
and in a late communication to the Philosophical Society, Cambridge, 
he took exception to the view generally prevailing among opticians, 
that it is useless to attempt further perfection of the microscope.— yb//r- 
nal of Chemistry. 

Nickel. — The American nickel five-cent piece contains seventy-five 
percent, of copper, twenty-five per cent, of nickel, and weighs 77.16 
grains. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FOEMUL^. 

Skin Diseases. -TT-In Squire's Pharmacopoeia of the British Hospi* 
tal we find the following : 

CHRONJC ECZEMA. 

A carbolic acid lotion, gr. x, to water g j, is used to allay irritation. 
As a mild stimulant, a pigment of aloes. 

B Aloes extraeti barbad ,^ iij. 

itlycerinl ,55 vj. 

Dissolve. 

An ointment of birch oil is used cautiously in dry eczema. 

R Olei betulee albte 5 ij. 

CVrje flavte ^ ij. Melt. 

In subacute and chronic forms, the oleate of zinc is soothing. 

B Zinci oleatls ,5 ij. 

Adipis i j. 

CHLOASMA LENTKK). 

For these troublesome discolorations of the skin an ointment of ali- 
zarin is recommended. 

B AUznriui fuotltii ^ j. 

Adipis ,^ j. M 

Or a sulphurous acid lotion. 

B Acidi sulphurosi ^ ij. 

Aquamad , ^ j. M 

The rapid evaporation of the acid from the lotion should be retarded 
by applying the lotion on lint or rag covered with oil silk. 

As a bleaching agent in lentigo : 

B Sodee cbloratae liquorls 5^* 

Aquae 5 j. M 

Chrysophanic acid ointment is also useful in these affections. 

PSORIASIS. 

Chrysophanic acid is a leading remedy. 

B Acidi chrj'sophanici 5 ij. 

Adipis ^ j. 

Heat together in a water bath for half an hour; when set, mix with 
pestle and mortar. 

The erythema which arises after some times only a few applications 
of this ointment should be watched for, and on its first appearance the 
use of the ointment should be promptly discontinued. It should never 
be applied in the vicinity of the eyelids, as they are apt to be rendered 
oedematous. 

Palatable Castor Oil* — Rub two drops of oil of cinnamon with 
an ounce of glycerine, and add one ounce of castor oil. Children will 
take it as a luxury and ask for tnore. — Courier of Medicine. 

3 
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Misturse. — The Pharmacopoeia of the Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania gives : 

Misiura Potassii Cyanidi. 

R Potassii cyanidi gr. j. 

Syr. acidi citrici 

Aquae : aa f ,?j. 

Dose, one teaspoonful. 

Mistura Sodii Cotnpositd. 

R Sodii bicarbonatls gr. xx. 

Acidi carbolici gtt ij. 

Acacise 

Sacchari aa q. s. 

Spts. layendulse com f 3 iJ* 

Aqufe q. s. ad f ,^J, M 

Dose, a teaspoonful two hours after meals. 

Misiura Oiei Morrhuce. 

R Olei morrhu8B f ^ j. 

Tine, iodinii comp m viij. M 

Dose, one to four teaspoonfuls. 

Mistura Olei Morrhua et JEtheris. 

R Mist ol. morrhuae f SJ* 

iEtheris m xv). M 

Dose, one to four teaspoonfuls. 

Mistura Olei Morrhuce et Calcis LactoPhosp/iatis, 

R Olei morrhuee 

Mucii acacise '. aa f .^ij. 

Fiat emulsio et adde : 

Syrupi calcis lacto-phoephatlB f S ss 

Mistura Hyoscyavii et Morphice. 

R Morphia acetatis gr. j. 

Tine, hyoscyami f 5 Iss. 

Syr. tolutana f ,^Uss. 

Aqua f ,?8S. 

Dose, two teaspoonfuls. 

Mistura Ammonii Chloridi. 

R Ammonii chloridi xx. 

Aceti scilla • f 3J. 

Mist. Glycyrrhiza comp f ,^vij. 

Dose, two to four teaspoonfuls. 

Mistura Cifuhonite Acida. 

R Cinchonia sulphatis gr. 1 v. 

Acidi nitromuriatici dil m xij. 

Aqua cinnam q. s. ad. f%], 

Faciat solutio. Dose, a tablespoonful in water, before meals. 

— Hospital Gazette. 
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Hog Cholera. — Dr. A. W. Burrows, of Ind., writes : 

The following are the ingredients used in Dr. Jos. Haas' hog cholera 

remedy, which is used extensively in the West for arresting disease so 

prevalent among swine : 

Ashes 20 parts. 

Lime 20 " 

Salt 1 *• 

Soda 2 " 

Baberry 2 " 

Capsicum 2 ** 

Arsenic 1 '* 

Calomel 1 " 

Spanish brown 6 " 

Flour 3 " 

Tonca bean 1 " 

The remedy has proven more efficient than anything else ever used, 
and I place it at your disposal, believing that it will be of interest to 
many of your readers. It should be given as follows : 

One even tablespoonful twice a day for each hog when sick. When 
used as a preventive, one tablespoonful for each three hogs once or 
twice a week. 

Malarial Fever of the South. — L. A. Rutherford, M.D., of 
Macon, Ga., writes : 

There is doubtless an endemic modification of yellow fever pervading 
yearly certain rural districts of the South, requiring only the crowding 
and filth of large cities to entail upon it the fatally epidemic character 
of its city cousin. In this pathological condition we have, superadded 
to the ordinary malarial poisoning, cholaemia, or the accumulation in 
the circulating fluid of cholesteriane and other excrenientitious pro- 
perties of the bile. If this retrograde metamorphosis of the vital fluid be 
not speedily arrested by suitable haematics, we shall invariably have ne- 
craemia and speedy dissolution. 

The treatment should point to the removal of all offending material 
by prompt and stimulating emetics, which will fulfil the twofold pur- 
pose of restoring vital function, and removing in part the causa morbi. 
The early, free and persistent use of quinine, or dextro-quinine, beef 
tea, counter-irritation and hot fomentations, will be the clear line of 
practice. I have used the new antiperiodic, dextro-quinine, with much 
success in the treatment of such cases. 

Potato and Diphtheria. — Dr. W. W. Carpenter, of California, 
writes : 

The May issue of the Record contains a selected article from the 
Medical Reporter, written by Dr. M. C. Keith, of Nebraska, entittied 
** Potato Eating and Diphtheria." My object is not to refute the 
Doctor's theory further than to suggest that in so much as potatoes have 
been the universal food of childhood from time immemorial, it is some- 
whi*: strange that so many of us have survived the ordeal. 

The Doctor rests his position on a personal experience of seventeen 
years, and an experience of twelve years in his father's practice. Dr. 
Alvan Keith, of Augusta, Me. The father's experience was all pre- 
vious to 1 86 1. Now, when we reflect that diphtheria first presented 
itself to this generation of physicians in 1856; that the first point of inva- 
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sion on this continent was in this state and this town (Petaluma) ; that 
it raged here two years before it reached the Atlantic coast; that not a 
case occurred in Maine until 1859, will Dr. Keith explain how his 
father acquired twelve years' experience in its treatment prior to 1861 ? 

Dressing Head 'Wounds,— Dr. Smith, in Nashville Medical 
Journal, says : 

Our favorite plan, especially in head wounds, is to draw the lacerated 
parts together with silver wire sutures, and keep the parts wet with 
paregoric and thin simple syrup equal parts, leave the wound entirely 
open to the air and defy bacteriae: etc. No kind of insect will touch 
the wound and it rapidly heals — often in serious cases, without a par- 
ticle of suppuration. 

All things considered, this is preferable to Lister's carbolic plan, for 
ordinary wounds at least. 

Diarrhoea of Children. — Dr. Garrison, in the Lancet and Clinic, 
suggests the following : 

B Carb. iron gr. I. 

Bismuth subnit gr. IJ. 

Cerium oxalate gr. i. 

Opli pulv gr. 1 -20. 

Mix for one dose to child six months old, and to be increased owing 
to age, every two to four hours. 

Milk Diet in Acute Rheumatism. — M. Blot, in an important 
work published in the Rnrue Mensuelle de Medecinc et de Chirurgie^ ex- 
poses new ideas on the nature of acute rheumatism. The treatment 
must be started as soon as possible, and pure milk must be used at the 
exclusion of any other food. The quantity may vary according to 
taste and habits of the patient; the minimum dose being one quart a day, 
which can be increased to two, and even three quarts. 

It is necessary that the milk be taken in small quantity and at regular 
intervals. 

In a short time — from three to seven days — the patient becomes con- 
valescent. When the pains have ceased and the fever has subsided, 
the treatment must be continued with mixed food, but alcohol, wine 
and meat must be dispensed with for some time, otherwise a relapse 
would surely be the result. 

Ergotin Hypodermics in Epistaxis. — Dr. Porack cites three 
cases of obstinate nasal hemorrhage, each of which was promptly ar- 
rested by a single hypodermic of ergotin. His formula was : 

R Bonjean's ergotin 2 grammes. 

Glycerin 30 " M 

Twenty drops hypodermically in the lip or cheek. — La Tribune 
Medicale. 

To Test for Albumen. — Da Costa says drop the fluid slowly down 
the side of the test-tube upon the nitric acid. If any albumen be pre- 
sent, an opaque white ring is seen to cover the surface of the acid. 
This is the most delicate test with which I am acquainted. — Courier vf 
Medicine. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



The Red Cross on your Journal shows that you have not 
paid your subscription. It is notice to subscribers of both 1878 and 
1879. Friends, please attend to this matter at once. 

The. Southeim ^fedical Colli (jv. — See thti card of the above Institution 
iu the present issue of the Journal. 

We assure our readers that this will be an Institution of a high order. 
The founders are determined to make it so.. The college building ^s ra- 
pidly approaching completion, and lectures will open on second Monday 
in October, as per announcement. 



Ivunibatl&ti. — This word, in medicine, is figuratively applied to tlie 
length of time a morbific principle remains undeveloped in the animal 
economy. There >*eems to be a law sf)eeially governing the period of 
development in every particular poison — yet exceptions occur in which 
from some unexplained cause the morbid action is retarded or remains 
dormant i)eyond its proper period. 

In hydrophobia, the incupation is often prolonged for years. A poi- 
sonous germ or molecule being encysted or locked within the cicatrix in 
such manner as not to be absorbed or developed. 

The case re|)orted in last number of our Journal by Dr. L. Johnson 
would seem to indicate that similar delay of development may orcur in 
the action of the vaccine virus. We are "not aware that a similar case is 
on record. 



EDITORIAL NOTICES, 

International Medical Con gref*n,— The International Medical Congress 
meets in Amsterdam, September 12th, 1879. 

The American Academy of ^fed^cine, — The objects of the Academy 
are thus stated in its constitution: 

1. To bring those who are alumni of collegiate, scientific and medical 
schools into closer relalions with each other. 

2. To encourage young men to pursue regular courses of study in clas- 
sical or scientific institutions before entering upon the study of medicine. 

3. To extend the bounds of medical science, to elevate the profession, 
to relieve human suffering, and to prevent disease. 

The next meeting of this Association will take place in New York, 
September 16th, 1879. 

OUE ADVERTISIX(} DEPARTMEXT.—This Somvu^X has persis- 
tently souti:lit to furnish our readers with advertisements from safe and 
reliable advertising Houses. We shall continue to. do so, and, without 
encroaching upon our reading matter, which will remain the same, be- 
lieving tlint our readers desire it Mud will be profited thereby. 

If it is important to know what medicines to prescribe, it it certainly 
not le?*s imporuint to know where and from whom to get those that are 
pure and reliably prepared. We shall hereafter endeavor to keep our 
readers posted more particularly as to the safe and reliable drug Houses, 
that they may order from the.o', or get their home merchants and drug- 
gists to do so. 
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BOOK NOTICES, 

A TREATISE OX THE HORSE AND HIS DISEASES, by B. J. 
Kendall. M.D., Enosburg Falls, Vermont— 88 pages, illustrated. 
A practical and useful work. 

PHARMACOPCEIA OF THE BRITISH HOSPllAL FOR DI- 
SEASES OF THE SKIN.—hondon. Edited by Balmano Squire, 
M. B. Loud, J^enior Surgeon to the Hospital.— J & A. Churchill, pub- 
lishers. 

This is a very useful work to practitioners, especially to dermatologists, 

THE CLOCK STRUCK THREE, being a review of "The Clock Struk 
One,'* and reply to it, showing the harmony between Christianity, 
Science and Spiritualism. Chicago : Keligio-Philosophical Journal 
Publishing House, S. S. Jones, Proprietor. 352 pp. $1.50. 
This work is by Rev. Samuel Watson, formerly a distinguished minister 
of the Methodist church, who claims, from a long and prayerful investiga- 
tion of the subject, that the phenomena of modern Spiritualism are real, 
and will at no distant day, when purged of its follies and excresenoee, 
eventuate in the re-establishment of primitive Christianity as taught and 
exemplified by Christ and his Apostles, and is providentially designed 
to counteract and utterly to destroy the materialism and scientific infi- 
delity of the day. The style of the writer, it must be conceded, is clear 
and forcible, and his views appf'ar to flow from a sincere und earnest 
conviction. It would certainly bo a happy consummation of tnis myste- 
rious movement, should the views of Dr. Watson prove to be correct. 
But Spiritualists of his class can scarcely hope for a fnir hearing so long 
as the mass of literature upon the subject continues to be directe<l 
against rather than in favor of the Bible and Christianity. 

ELEMENTS OF MODERN CHEMISTRY, by Adolph Wurtz, 

Memberof the Institute ; Honorary D^an and Prof, of Chemistry of 

tlie Faculty of Medicine of Paris, etc. — Translated and edited with the 

approbat on *^<)f the Author, from the fourth French edition, etc. ; with 

182 iilnstratioiis— 076 pages— Philadelpiiia, J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1879. 

This is a very valuable work in chemistry, emiDodying all the modern 

chemical advances, presented in a form of easy comprehension and ac- 

(luiremeiit. It is a translation of the fourth French edition of M. Wurtz, 

the great chemist of France — with changes and additions of interest to 

theAinH'ican reader. 

POSTURE AS A MEANS OF RELIEF IN STRANGULATED 
AND INCARCERATED HERNIA, with a General Consideration 
of the Mechanism of Reduction, by Fkank H. Hamilton, A. M , 
M.D., Surgeon to Belle vue Hospital, etc. 



SPECIAL ISTOTIQES. 

<|lJl]f INE PlliljS of our make are prepared iW>in Sulphate of Quinla of Amer- 
ican manufacture, noted for its purity und excellence. Each Pill contains the ftUl 
complement of material aK expressed on the label, without the necessity of adding 
any excess to compensate for impurities. They are perfectly soluble, and physicians 
can depend upon obtaining the full benefit of the valuable remedy in a pleasant 
form. Always specify Warner & (^o., and avoid the substitution of cheaper and 
inferior brands. 

liSCtatcd P<>pfiilne.— This preparation is composed of the following powerful 
digestive principles, of which each dose of live grains contains: Pepsine (pure), 
1 grain (equal to 5 grains of saccharated pepsine) ; Pancreatine, *^ grain ; Lactic Acid* 
y^ grain ; Maltese, % grain ; Diastase, 1-15 grain ; Hydrochloric Acid, 1-10 grain* 

Dose, 1 to 5 grains. 

La(tated Pkpsine will be found of great value in dvspepsia, all phases of indi- 
gestion, malnutrition, dlarrhrjea In infants, chronic diarrhoea, cholera infantum, 



constipation, and vomiting in ^re^^iancy. 
Be pfirticular to specify " 



PARKE, DAVIS & Co.»s" LACTATED PEPSINE. 



SPEEB'S Port Grape Wines for Weakly Persons.— This excellent pro- 
duct of the grape Ib preBcrfbed and used by the leading physicians in the country, 
and by the most ICMiiionable families at evening entertainments, and by churches 
for communion. For sale by druggists. 
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GRATUITIES OF MEDICAL MEN— AN APPEAL TO 

THE LEGISLATURE, 



Many years ago, Dr. R. C. Word, tbe Managing Editor of this Journal, 
at a meeting of the State Medical Association, Introduced the following 
resolution, which was adopted. 

Jieffo/redy That this Association memorialize the Legislature of 
Georgia, to abolish the Profe*<tiional tax upon physicians, and to urge the 
passage of an Act requiring the Inferior Court of eacli county to set 
apart such portion of the county tax as the Grand Jury shall recommend 
to purchase drugs for the use of the poor. 

In accordance with this Resolution, Dr. Won!, as chairman of the 
committee, drew up the following Memorial, which was duly prtsenled 
to the Legislature, but failed of adoption for the want ot l>ackl)oue on 
the part of legislators who were afraid of being charged with class legis- 
lation, and who, as usual, were controlled by buncomb rather than by 
principles. 

The Legislature being now in session we reproduce the document, 
hoping that the medical men who are members of that body will exa- 
mine it, and frame and urge the passage of a bill embodying its sugges- 
tions, substituting the Ordinary for the Inferior Court to conform to 
present laws. 

MEMORIAL. 

The undersigned were appointed a Committee to' bring this matter 
before your honorable body. 

In performing this duty we beg respectfully to submit a few reasons 
for this appeal to the Law Making Power. 

It is a fact, apparent to every observing mind, that medical men, far 
more than any other class of citizens, contribute gratuitously, their lime, 
labor and money, to the relief of the indif^(Mit. And as it is the duty of 
the State aulhorities, and not of a particular class to bear the burden, 
these gratuitous services can be regarded in no other light than contri- 
butions to the State. 

The per centage of population re<iuiring these services is by no means 
inconsiderable. Taking thecounfy of Floyd as an average county, ob- 
servations have been made by which we are enabled, confidently, to 
assert that the amounr thus donated by medical men in Georgia, in the 
single article of quinine can scarcely fall short of thirty thousand dollars 
per annum, with a strong probability that it largely exceeds that 
amount. If, in connection with this startling fact, we consider the 
value of other medicines contributed, with the time and labor, it in evi- 
dent that the amount of this gratuitous outlay of physicians to the State 
is enormous. It is remarkable that the puolic, and especially the Legis- 
lature, has so little appreciation of the extent of these gratuitous labors 
of medical men. True it is that the Inferior Court, under existing laws, 
is required to provide for the poor, and the physician pays his part of 
the annual tax, levied for this purpose. But, either Irom defects of 
law, or gross neglect of the Courts, it is well known that the Instances in 
which the poor are thus provided for are very few, and the procuring of 
medical services and drugs do not seem to t>e regarded as belonging to 
their list of duties. Indeed, except in cases of lunacy, or in extreme and 
rare instances of helplessness, where the subject has been entirely aban- 
doned by his acquaintiuioes, it is seldom that the Courts make any pro- 
vision whatever. 'Yet, even in these extreme cases, deserted by ail, the 
physician alone is expected, without compensation or thanks, to give, 
not only his personal attention, but his money, to the relief of the suf- 
ferer. At all seasons, in all kinds of weather, in the dark hours of night 
when others are asleep, the medical man passes from one scene of dis- 
tress to another, bestowing his labor, risking his own health, and dis- 
pensing drugs to the indigent sick. To this course he is impelled by two 
powerful forces. The first and greatest is the demand of humanity, which 
u> a conscientious man leaves often no alternative by which to escape 
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the call. The second is the force of public sentimeDt, which will not 
tolerate in the physician that freedom of action which it allows io 
other.s. The merchant mny refuse credit to whom he chooses. The 
druggist may decline to sell to an insolvent customer, and it is «well , 
but the physician who exercises this liberty brings upon himself the 
severest censure, and conse([Uent injury to his chumeter and busine^^s. 
To the many vnkes of casualty and death which occur in this fast age, 
a large proportion of which is among the poorer classes, the physician 
stands a ready servant, subject to every lieck and caJ', and Is expected 
and required to have in re idinei^s all the appliances and material, at 
whatever cost — adapted to every emergency. By his promptness and 
l^nevolent agency he relieves large numbers, and oft times rescues them 
from impendmg death. When, under analogous circumstances, a party 
is snatched from a burning dwelling, or a watery grave, the individual 
who performs the deed Ls exalted into a hero. When a mariner rushes 
to the rescue of a distressed crew, he gains for himself laurels of praise 
and medals of honor. Not so with the physician. He is regaraed as 
having discharged a mere common-place duty, and scarcely meets with 
a passing commendation. And such is the tyranny of custom and law, 
that if he refuses to respond to every call, he encounters the indignant 
frown of the community, and failing, from want of proper facilities or 
other cause, to adopt the most scientific treatment he becomes liable to 
prosecution and heavy damages. Although medical men, as a class, 
are proverbially benevolent and kind, and are ever ready to heed the 
call of suffering humanity ; ami while they claim and desire no special 
exemption from the moral responsibilities and duties incident to their 
noble profession, yet they feel that the public authorities can and ought 
to do more than is or has been done for the poor in this particular, and 
that they ought uot to require the physicians' services nor his drugs 
without compensation ; much less to heighten the infliction by imposing 
a specific tax. If it be urged that a physician's pro ess ion is his capital, 
ana therefore ought to be taxed, we reply that it is taxed, and that hea- 
vily in the manner and for the reasons above stated. The calls of hum- 
anity and necessities peculiar to the practice of the medical profession ; 
the exjwsure, irregular hours, impairment of health, encountering con- 
tagious maladies and raging epidemics, witnessing j)ainful scenes, sufter- 
ing and death, and the moral and legal repponsibilitii s incurred ; all 
bear heavily upon the practitioner, and can find no adequate compensa- 
tion, even though the tax were removed, and the ordinary fees allowed 
in all cases. 

We, therefore, respectfully petition your Honorable body to abolish 
the specific tax, and extend such relief to the poor and the medical pro- 
fession in the matter under consideration, as wisdom and justice may 
suggest to the patriotic Representatives of a great State. And we feel 
well assured til at such legislation so obviously necessary, so manifestly 
just and proper, aud so highly called forby the growing philanthropy and 
benevolence of the present age, cannot fail to meet the sanction of a 
liberal and enlightened constituency. 



See interesting advertisement of Medical and Scientific Books, 
Mineral Specimens, etc., by Prof. A. E. Foote, M.D., of Philadelphia. 



MKDICAL BOOKS.— We ask attention to advertisement of JNIessrs. 
Lynch & Thornton, book merchants of Atlanta. 



RECEiin'ED.— 1879 : W. H. Wilson ; Thos. J. Hinsley ; H. T, Shelll; E. B. Toun- 
gells: C. C. Hart: J. B. HamUton; T. 8. Fox; C. G. Nichols ; E. L. Speer; Amos 
whiaby; James joyner; R. L. Loamax; T. T. Rodmnn ; K. iSmltli ; J. Ho<lson: M. 
Malona; T. T. Fai-mer; Robert I.Ake; B. Anbury; S. G. Morley ; Wooley B. M.— 
1S78 : Joseph Jones ; T. B. Lanier. 
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TOBACCO POISONING AND ITS EFFECTS UPON THE 

EYE-SIGHT 



BY A. W. CALHOUN, M. D., ATLANTA, GA., PROF. OF EYE, EAR, 

AND THROAT DISEASES. 



[Bead before the Medical Association of Gtoorgia.] 



That so palpable a fact as ** tobacco blindness" should have so long 
remained unknown to the world, is indeed astonishing. Many physi- 
cians, and the people at large, are still skeptical, but among oculists, it 
has long been known that the excessive, and in many instances the 
very moderate, use of tobacco, will produce a train of symptoms, which, 
if let alone and the same cause be continued, will ultimately end in a 
partial or complete loss of sight, known as ** tobacco amaurosis." That 
it does more or less damage in almost every instance, can be readily 
demonstrated by examining the throat of any smoker, in whom there 
will be found unmistakable evidences of slight or severe pharyngitis. 
It is not necessary to go far out of your way to find more than one 
person who justly attribute their unsteady gait, their tremulous hand 
and general ** nervousness " directly to the habit of chewing or smoking, 
or both. I doubt not but that each one of you here can call to mind 
some friend or acquaintance, whose mental as well as physical strength 
has been seriously undermined, if not wrecked, by tobacco-poisoning. 
While damage may be expected from tobacco if used in any manner, it 
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is mainly through smoking that the system is so filled with the poison 
that the optic nerve undergoes partial or complete atrophy, with cor- 
responding blindness. There is, perhaps, nothing surprising in the 
fact that a large majority of one's acquaintances smoke, but there is 
something amazingly fearful in the quantity of tobacco used each day 
by an old smoker. The active principle, nicotine, is very abundant in 
tobacco, and is readily developed by burning. The smoker takes this 
poisonous principle into the mouth, the system becomes saturated, the 
delicate and sensitive nerves of vision become diseased, and their death, 
or atrophy, is the termination. 

That men may, in many instances, harmlessly use tobacco for a long 
series of years, is no more an argument in opposition to its evil effects 
than that alcoholic stimulants can be taken, in exceptional cases, for a 
long life-time without serious detriment to the individual. That it in- 
jures the nervous system will scarcely be doubted by any one ac- 
quainted with its physiological effects, and that it takes the life of the 

nerve of sight, is now a fact beyond question. 

The history of the following few cases, taken from the record of a 

large number in my possession, will give a fair insight into the nature of 

the disease under consideration. 

Case I. — Mr. B , aged 50, is a large, vigorous man, in every 

way apparently in good general health, but for more than eighteen 
months has been gradually losing his sight. He is a farmer, and in the 
open air almost the entire day, and has been smoking for twenty years, 
but not till one and a half years ago did he notice any unpleasant effect 
from it. The quantity of tobacco daily consumed is difficult to estimate, 
but he is smoking his pipe from rising in the morning till he retires at 
night, with the exception of the time devoted to his meals. The quality 
is what he calls ** first-class plug" tobacco, cut and rubbed into very 
small pieces, before being put into the pipe. The vision began failing, 
by his seeming to look through a thin cloud, which dimness has gra- 
dually increased, till finally, all objects appear covered by dense smoke. 
Accurately estimated, his vision fell to 10-50, and it was only with 
very strongly magnifying glasses that he could, even for a few moments, 
read very large newspaper type. There had never been the slightest 
pain, merely a gradual diminution of sight. At night he found the 
vision grew invariably more indistinct. The litde floating bodies in 
the vitreous (**mouches volantes") were a great source of annoyance 
to him. With the aid of the ophthalmoscope, I found both optic discs 
decidedly anaemic, the right showing the white atrophic appearance 
much more than the left. The retina on each side was also more or 

less anjemic. 

The treatment of this man was the immediate and complete cessation 
of the use of tobacco, and the administration of 1-20 gr. sulphate of 
strychnia three times daily. 



Southern Medical Record. 323 

It is now two years since the beginning of the treatment, and his 
-vision has been raised from 10-50 to 10-12 (almost normal), and, with 
proper glasses, he reads ordinary print with ease and comfort. 

Case 2. — Mr. W , aged forty-two years, a banker, has smoked 

fifteen to twenty cigars a day for the last several years, but remains in 
perfect general health. For the past six months he has continually 
seen floating bodies (mouches volantes) before him, and sees everything 
through a mist. Towards night this mist increases in thickness, and 
very much obscures all objects. He has had no pain, but seeks advice 
because of increasing loss of sight. The ophthalmoscope shows an 
almost perfectly white papilla (atrophy of the optic nerve) in the left 
»eye, and an anaemic condition of the nerve and retina in the right eye. 

At once he stopped the use of tobacco, and took sulph. strychnia 
three times daily, and so regulated his business that he could remain a 
good portion of the day in the open air. The left eye remains about 
in the condition as in the beginning of treatment, but the right has been 
fully restored to its normal condition, and he is now constantly and 
actively engaged in his business. 

Lose 3. — Mr. D , a machinist, aged about forty years, smokes 

his pipe ten or twelve times daily, and one cigar after each meal. 
When not smoking, he is chewing tobacco. He is a very early riser, 
and begins either smoking or chewing, sometimes both, before break- 
fast. Says he has noticed gnats or something like strings of beads 
(mouches volantes) floating before his eyes for one or two years, but 
only for the last ten or twelve months has everything appeared covered 
with a thin veil, which has by degrees grown thicker, till it now inca- 
pacitates him for work. No sort of glass has the slightest beneficial 
effiect. He has had no pain, but, as in the majority of the other cases, 
-says his vision is absolutely useless at night. The ophthalmoscope 
reveals a white atrophic nerve with anaemic retina in each eye. The 
vision is down to 10-40. The pupils contract and dilate slowly under 
the influence of light and shade. 

He himself suspected the cause of his trouble, and, in part, proposed 
the treatment. He had in his pocket a few cigars, which he threw 
upon my table and has never touched tobacco in any shape or form 
from that day to this. 

For a time I gave him hypodermically, 1-20 gr. strychnine once daily, 
gradually increasing the dose up to 1-6 gr. For some time past he has 
been taking it internally three times daily, in 1-30 gr. doses, and using 
electricity opce daily or every other day. The vision has been restored 
10 almost its normal condition, the increased blindness at night has 
been relieved, and the cloud before his eyes has disappeared. 

Case 4. — A woman, Mrs. F , who not only smokes her pipe 

freely, but is an immoderate ** dipper " of snuff". This has been a habit 
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with her for six or seven years. The cloudy vision, increasing towards 
night, the floating bodies, the white atrophic appearance of the optic 
disc, and anaemic retina are all present to a very marked degree, 
otherwise she is apparently very healthy. 

She was, with difficulty, persuaded to quit the use of the pipe and 
brush, and put upon strychnia and electricity. The recovery in the 
course of a few months was perfect in one eye and partial in the other. 

These suffice as a specimen of the most favorable class of cases of 
tobacco poisoning. Some had already complete atrophy of the optic 
nerve (amaurosis), and others, various other stages of the disease, in 
which treatment was of very little or no service. Perfect and incurable 
blindness from tobacco is of much more frequent occurrence than any 
one would dream of, except he be brought constantly in contact with 
eye diseases. Indeed, one writer says that not only does the optic 
nerve suffer such injury from smoking, but the brain itself has been 
affected by it to so great an extent in several instances that actual del- 
irium tremens has resulted. Atrophy of the auditory nerve (nervous 
deafness) has also been traced to tobacco smoking. 

From the cases here reported, the following will be noted as promi- 
nent and more or less invariable symptoms : Misty vision, the cloud 
gradually thickening, absence of pain, small bodies floating before the 
eyes, the vision becoming more blurred at night, the peripheral being 
much clearer than central vision. Some or all of these symptoms will 
be found in almost every well defined case. It has been said that the 
blindness begins in the right eye, but my experience does not bear me 
out in this observation. 

Successful treatment depends upon total abstinence from tobacco. 
This is the first and most important step towards a cure. It is no easy 
matter to give up this habit, but I have been struck with the willing- 
ness with which patients abstain from its use, when once they are con- 
vinced that their vision is endangered. One or two cigars daily, or a 
few cigarrettes, suffice to keep up the poisoning, whereas, discarding it 
at once and entirely, will often, without further treatment, effect a 
perfect cure. Electricity aids materially in stimulating and strengthen- 
ing the nerves, but sulphate of strychnia is the main reliance, in so»far 
as medicines are concerned. I occasionally give, it hypodermically in 
gradually increasing doses, but most frequently administer it in fluid or 
pill form, beginning with doses of 1-20 or 1-30 gr., slowly increasing to 
^ to 1-5 gr., given immediately before or after meals, that it may be 
digested with the food. 

If by these notes of warning I may be the means of preventing in 
any one this seductive but dangerous indulgence, or of restoring sight 
to some dimmed eye, I shall feel fully repaid for my self-imposed task. 
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THE HYPODERMIC USE OF MORPHIA AS A 
SUPPORTER OF. THE HEARTS ACTION, 



BY B. GREENLEY, M.D., OF KENTUCKY. 



My object in writing this article is to draw the attention of the pro- 
fession to the use of morphia hypodermically, in cases which are almost 
hopeless from loss of blood, or bordering on collapse from exhaustion 
in attacks of cholera, or severe attacks of vomiting and purging, per- 
nicious chills, etc. , and to illustrate its effects by reporting a few cases. 

Case I. — Mr. M , aged 50 years, in delicate health, was taken 

with diarrhcea and vomiting in the night, the result of drinking a quan- 
tity of sweet cider in the evening before retiring to bed. The family, 
not considering him dangerously sick, did not send for me until late 
next morning ; it being nine o'clock when I arrived at the house. I 
found him in a state of collapse, but sensible. He was pulseless, very 
restless ; skin purple and cold ; still vomiting and purging. 

The first thing I did was to inject ^4 of a grain of morphia under the 
skin in the region of his heart, as there was no circulation in the ex- 
tremities. In twenty minutes he expressed himself as feeling greatly 
relieved. The restlessness subsided, the vomiting and purging ceased, 
and the skin resumed to some extent its natural color ; the pulse could 
also, in half an hour, be slightly felt at the wrist. In fact, in an hour 
from the time the morphia was introduced, a most wonderful change 
in his general condition was wrought. He expresses himself as believing 
he would get well, and I began to have some hope even, although 
just before looked upon him as dying. 

I now endeavored to maintain the partial reaction thus effected by 
dry heat applied by means of hot rocks, etc., together with stimulants, 
both by mouth and injection per anum. But the lost vitality was so 
great that by the evening of the next day he expired. I have no doubt, 
had I seen him a few hours earlier, with the same treatment he would 
have recovered. 

Case 2. — Mrs. B , was confined with her 5th child; was subject 

to hemorrhages on such occasions. I was sent for in haste, the mes- 
senger stating she was dying from loss of blood. When I arrived I 
found her pulseless, cold and perfectly blanched; great nausea and in- 
clination to vomit. The child had been born several hours, and after- 
birth still retained. Upon examination found hour-glass contraction 
and hemorrhage checked. 

I gave her )^ grain morphia hypodermically ; gradually overcame 
hour-glass contraction and delivered the placenta. This was in the 
morning about 10 o'clock, and by giving her iced milk-punch, etc., 
reaction came on in the afternoon, and she recovered. 
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Case 3, — A child fourteen months old had a chill, and when reaction 
came on convulsions ensued. When I arrived it had been in continued 
spasms for over two hours ; one side had ceased to jerk. It was pulse- 
less ; head thrown back ; heart palpitating ; panting for breath; eyes turned 
up and pupils dilated to the margin of the cornea. 

I remarked to the mother that the baby was dying, but that I would 
try an experiment on it ; that if it did no good it could do no harm, as- 
the child was, in my estimation, dying. 

I injected a small portion of morphia over its heart and waited results.. 
In half an hour I noticed its pupils began to contract, and at the expira- 
tion of an hour the spasms ceased, the child went to sleep, and I could 
now feel the pulse at the wrist. I remained an hour and a half longer 
when the little patient awoke, recognized its mother and nursed. With 
the use of quinine to protect it against the recurrence of another chill 
the patient was well in two days. 

Case 4. — Was called hurriedly at 2 o'clock at night to see an elderly 
gentleman who had diarrhoea during the day, and was taken with vomit- 
ing in the evening, and cramps coming on in the night. I found him 
completely prostrated, unable to exercise any control over his bowels ; 
vomiting and purging in bed. His voice had become so changed and 
weak, you could hardly understand what he said. His legs were 
greatly cramped ; his discharges were of the rice-water character and 

very profuse. 

As soon as I could I injected ^ grain morphia hypodermically, and 

in half an hour he was comfortable ; the vomiting, diarrhoes^ and cramps- 

having all ceased. >By the aid of milk-punch, etc., he was up> on the 

second day. 

Case 5. — Was called in haste to see Mr. L , aged about 70 years. 

He was taken with diarrhoea, succeeded by vomiting and cramps. I 

found him very much prostrated, and his voice greatly changed and 

weak. 

I gave him y^ grain morphia in the skin, which stopped the vomit- 
ing and purging as well as pain, and in half an hour he expressed him- 
self as being entirely relieved, and went to sleep. 

These last two cases assimilated cholera very much, and had that 
disease been prevalent in the country, I should have so pronounced it. 

I could report more cases of a similar character, but these will suffi- 
ciently demonstrate the object in view. 

In all cases of nausea and vomiting, either with or without diarrhoea, 
the use of morphia in this way will prove beneficial. In cholera-morbus 
it acts like a charm, relieving all the symptoms in half an hour. 

I believe, from the wonderful effects of morphia as a supporter of 
the heart's action in the cases above reported, that it would prove a 
reliable remedy in Asiatic cholera, especially when given before com- 
plete collapse ensued. Even in some cases of cholera-infantum I should 
not hesitate to administer it with the hope of saving life. 
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IS CROUPOUS PNEUMONIA A SPECIFIC INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE f 



BY S. H. ANDERSON, M.D., OF MO. 



In June number of the Record appeared a very interesting article on 
croupous form of pneumonia — interesting from what I must regard as 
navel doctrine as to pathological nature of this very common affection. 

Dr. Hobbs assumes that croupous pneumonia is specific and, there- 
fore, infectious in character, than which in my humble opinion there 
can be no more dangerous and mischievous teaching. For if the dis- 
ease under consideration be a specific infectious disease, the treatment 
must necessarily be reduced to a routine, expectant and non-effective 
plan. 

No physician, for instance, well up in his profession would dare treat 
a case of typhoid fever as vigorously as he would an open, sthenic in- 
flammation of the lungs. On the contrary, would he not lay aside his 
veratrum, aconite, antimony, etc. , and resort to so-called specifics, as 
quinine, wine, generous diet, etc. ? , 

But is croupous pneumonia a specific infectious disease ? On the 
contrary, I believe it to be, for the best of reasons, a sthenic inflamma- 
tion of the lungs, in a vast majority of cases the best type of the inflam- 
matory process known to pathologists. 

Shortly expressed, what are the pathological conditions necessarily 
present to determine an attack of acute croupous pneumonia ? I will 
here remark that it is an error to suppose, as is often done, that the 
most common subjects of pneumonitis are the robust and well-fed. On 
the contrary, it will usually be found that those persons more subject 
to an attack of this disease are the ill-nourished, those more exposed to 
the vicissitudes of the weather and badly clothed; in a word those per- 
sons whose systems are loaded down with the effete materials of tissue- 
metamorphosis ; whose kidneys, bowels, skin, etc., have ceased to pro- 
perly eliminate from the body this poisonous principle which, on the 
application of an exciting cause, as cold and wet, results in an effort of 
nature to rid the system of this offending cause. What offending cause? 
I answer, an unnatural proportion of white blood-cells or corpuscles ; 
blood-cells which, from innervation, etc., have not been carried up 
to physiological blood-cells ; cells which have, as it were, aborted, and 
are, therefore, unfit for the purposes of nutrition ; cells which are in 
fact dead material, and, as such, must be eliminated from the body 
before health can be re-established. And what is the fever of pneu- 
monia but an effort to vitalize those aborted cells, in order to their eli- 
mination ? 

If this be so, it is idle to talk about infection. And, in regard to in- 
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fectious diseases, they never arise de novo. This may sound dogmatic, 
but no one can prove the contrary. There are many ways unknown 
to us by which infection may be conveyed, the infection of typhoid 
fever, for instance. Many local epidemics of this disease have been 
shown to have been carried by the drinking of water from rivers and 
creeks, miles below, where the dejections of typhoid patients have been 
emptied into such stream. And again by drinking of milk brought 
from houses where cases of the disease were known to exist. Hence, 
no man can prove that all cases of known infectious diseases originate 
in any other way than by the reception of the specific poison into the 
system of the victim of such disease. 

And here I will reniark that I believe croupous and catarrhal pneu- 
monia to be merely exaggerated forms of each other. 

Another strong proof of the non-infectious nature of the disease 
under consideration, is the indubitable fact that it can be and has been 
again and again aborted by early and effective treatment. In this 
statement I am amply sustained by a host of witnesses ; not mere closet 
theorists, but by men who have grown gray in the arduous duties of 
active professional life. And I can truly say, after the experiences 
culminating in a practice of a quarter of a century, no facts in this event- 
ful period have given me more reasons for self-gratulation than the as- 
surances I have been able to give my patients laboring under this dan» 
gerous affection, of speedy relief, arising from the knowledge I had of 
being able to abort the attack, to strangle it, in its incipient stage. 
That I have done so many, many times, I cannot allow myself to doubt 
Therefore, I arrive at the conclusion that to teach that this disease — a 
purely inflammatory disease — is infectious, must be a dangerous doc- 
trine, at best to the young members of the profession. 

In regard to treatment, I know of no substitute for veratrum viride. 
It is the grand, great eliminator par excelletue. Of course, there are 
many auxiliary remedies, but I, for one, place my main reliance on 
veratrum viride. Perhaps this is my hobby ; be it so ! But a friend in 
need is a friend indeed ! As in conjunction with other remedies, I 
have found veratrum viride to fulfill indications in the treatment of 
many and various diseases essentially differing in nature from pneu- 
monia, I, therefore, conclude that its powers are, as yet, but little 
known. 

JT STEPS DOWN PROM ITS AIRY THRONE. 



BY H. W. CARPENTER, M.D., OF CALIFORNIA. 



What wonders that youngest of the sciences, chemistry, is disclosing 
to the scientific world ! All the so-called permanent gases, compound 
and elementary, have now been conquered, disestablished, brought 
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down from their airy throne to the liquid form, and from the liquid it 
is but a step to the solid, thus proving the three forms of matter to be 
l)ut widely separated states of the same condition — accidents of tempe- 
rature. Cold and pressure, under the guidance of those master minds, 
M. Ravel Pictet and M. Cailletet, have liquefied them all, from hydro- 
gen down to marsh gas ; while the lightest of them all — hydrogen — has 
already been solidified, the little globules rattling down in the pan like 
shot on the floor, thus establishing the further fact that hydrogen is a 
mineral. 

All matter may now be demonstrated to exist in three forms — as light, 
heat and electricity are synonymous terms — different degrees of the 
same agent. Our manuals of chemistry teaching that matter exists in 
upwards of sixty forms, may now be laid in the tomb of oblivion. 

After all, is there more than one form of matter? I think not. Oxi- 
gen gave the most trouble in the process of liquefaction. It resisted a 
pressure of eight hundred atmospheres ; but when conducted in a small 
tube, surrounded by a larger one, through which a double current of 
sulphurous acid and carbonic acid was circulating, it liquefied under 
a pressure of three hundred and twenty atmospheres. 

Is the importance of the liquefied gases appreciated in a therapeutic 
point of view? Do the profession generally understand that these 
gases possess the power of at once destroying all cryptogamic, infuso- 
rial, vegetative, fermentative life ? Oxygen under pressure destroys at 
once all of these ; but such poisons as owe their power to chemical 
-compounds resist it. 

Nothing is better established in pathology than that zymotic diseases 
are spore, or bacteria in etiology. For the cure of this class of dis- 
eases no other remedy is worthy to be canvassed by the side of sul- 
phurous acid. A diphtheritic membrane will dissolve and disappear in 
a ten per cent solution of the acid wtth the rapidity of a lump of sugar 
in a tumbler of water ; while administered internally in diphtheria it 
destroys the bacteria in the blood with the same degree of certainty 
that an alkali gradually added to an acid solution brings it to a neutral 
state. 

As the liquefied acid sulphurous is compatible with the tine, ferri 
mur., potassa chlo., etc., it can be added to the usual chlorine treat- 
ment by the timid, if desired, but it is useless. I prescribe as follows : 

R Acid sulphurosii 3 vj. 

Glycerine J ijj. 

Sol. potassa chlo. sat. ad .^ viy. M 

Dose, a teaspoonful to two or three, arrording to age, often repeated. 
Nothing else. 
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DEXTR O- Q U I NINE. 



BY GEORGE KELLY, M.D., CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

The high price of the old favorite sulphate of quinine, compels 
numbers of practitioners — myself for one — to look about and experi- 
ment with a view of discovering, if possible, some drug which shall 
possess the double virtue of being cheaper, and, at the same time, as 
efficacious as quinine sulphate. We naturally look among the alkaloids- 
of cinchona for what we want. I tried in vain sulphate of cinchona, 
sulphate cinchonidia, etc., but each had some grave drawback which 
would prevent its coming into general use, at least it was so with me; 
it may be that I had always gotten hold of some inferior preparationi^ 
but this is hardly probable. 

Some months ago I was induced to try the new anti-periodic, dextro- 
quinine, and accordingly possessed myself of an ounce and went in de- 
termined to give the stuff a fair, square trial. I will give the report of 
a few cases, which will serve to show my success with the alkaloid in 
question : 

Case I. — Miss Maggie McT., age, nineteen; occupation, laundress ;. 
complained of general nialaise and a very severe headache in temporal 
regions every afternoon, commencing about 3 p.m., and lasting until 
after supper, six or seven in the evening. This condition of affairs had 
existed six or eight weeks ; bowels regular ; menses natural, etc. Put 
her on : 

R Quiniee sulph gr. v. 

Morphise sulph gr. 1-16. 

Ext. taraxacn q. s. 

M. fiat pil. No. 1. 

Directed her to take above after each meal. At the expiration oC 
five days she returned no better : said her headache was worse. 
Discontinued above and ordered : 

R Dextro-quinije gr. v, 

Morphiae sulph gr. 1-16* 

Acid hydrochloric dil., q. s. 

Elix glycyrrhizse 

Aqua Rosse aa fl § ss. 

M. Fiat solution. 
To be taken after each meal. 

She returned after six days entirely cured, feels good, appetite im- 
proved, paid my bill and departed happy. 

Case 2. — My next trial was in the case of Mrs. R., aged forty-five; 
married ; six children ; moved to Cleveland, from a very malarial district, 
three months ago. At about 7 p.m.. May 25th, she was taken with a 
paroxysm of vomiting ; she went to bed and immediately had a chill — to 
use her own words — ** hard enough to shake the bed." The chill was 
followed by high fever and profuse sweating. All of the above symp- 
toms subsided in due time, and next day she was apparently well, but 
weak. At about 6 p.m., on the third day following, she had the same 
chain of symptoms more marked, if possible, than before. I was then 
called in ; found her clothing wet with perspiration ; tongue coated, etc. \ 
pronounced it a well-marked case of tertian fever, and ordered : 
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R Dextro-quiniae gr. vy 

Acid hydrochlorici dil q. s. 

fc5yr. simplic 

Aqua fUat aa fl. J as. 

Misce, fiat sol. 

To betaken every four hours, commencing after subsidence of sweat- 
ing stage. 

On the third day following she had a very slight chill and fever, and 
some diaphoresis. Continued above R, and directed her to take a 
double dose at noon on the third day, which she did. She has had no 
chill or fever since. In a few days I put her on elix. bark and iron, 
(which, by the way, is a fine preparation), half tablespoonful after each 
meal. She is now, June i6th, perfectly well. Mrs. R. informed me 
that she has had these spells for years, and resisted all treatment ; she 
had tried ** quinine, Fowler's solution, yellow puccoon bark and whisky,, 
and everything including the celebrated Holman's Fever and Ague 
Pad." 

Case 3. — Mr. Thos. M., thirty-five years of age, book-keeper, un- 
married. Complained of ** feeling badly " four to six weeks past; had 
a desire for food, but when placed before him could take but * little if 
any of it. On May 31st had a distinct chill followed by fever, profuse . 
sweat, headache, etc. , was able to be up at his desk next morning, but, 
in the afternoon he had another poroxysm, fever, vomiting, sweat as 
before. Applied to me for relief. 

R Dextro-quinise gr. xy. 

Acid hydrochloric q. s. 

Syr. auranti cort 

Aqua mentheepip aa q. s. M. 

To be taken at 7 p.m., and 12 m. 

He had no attack since; that is, no well-marked chill; it is true he had 
a slight chilliness in the afternoon after he commenced above R, After 
the fourth day I put him on smaller doses, and he reports himself well.. 

The above cases, the record of which may not be so minute as desir- 
able, will show with what degree of success I have used the new 
remedy. 

Now a word in regard to the preparing of dextro-quinine for admi- 
nistration : 

I like it best when combined with muriatic acid, because it is, in my 
opinion, the best solvent for the drug and renders it very acceptable 
to the stomach. The addition of elix. glycyrrhiza makes it a very nice 
and not unpleasant mixture. After the use of dextro-quinine I failed 
to find any of the disagreeable sequellse characteristic of sulphate of 
quinine. As I believe dextro-quinine to be the equal of sulphate of 
quinine, as an anti-periodic, is less than half as costly, makes a muck 
more pleasant mixture and produces no tinnitus aurium, as is the case 
with sulphate of quinine, I have determined to adopt it in my practice^ 
and believe it will not disappoint me in what I expect of it. 

It may be well to. add that the dextro-quinine I use is from Keasbey 
& Mattison, Philadelphia, and I think that they merit the thanks of the 
profession for placing within our reach an article which is inferior to 
sulphate of quinine in no particular, and superior to it in many points. 
— Lancet and Clinic. 
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OPIUM HABIT CURED B V GAL VANISM. 



BY WILLIAM F. HUTCHINSON, M.D. 



About the first of January of the present year, I was requested by Dr. 
O. C. Wiggin, of this city, to see with him a lady supposed to be suffer- 
ing with cerebral congestion in an advanced stage, 

A visit to Mrs. S. revealed the following history : Age 39 ; married; 
one child aet. six, and has had one miscarriage. Weight, about 150 
pounds, and general appearance of contour and skin good. Patient 
kept up a low moaning, answering most of my questions intelligently, 
then relapsing into a semi-unconscious condition. Pulse 100, com- 
pressible. Temperature 99° ; no loss of control of evacuations ; con- 
junctivae congested and pupils contracted closely ; perspiration starts 
upon the smallest exertion, which also causes pain in abdomen and ex- 
cites vomiting, which has lately become persistent, accompanied with 
intense thirst. Hands and feet cold, with shrivelled palms and plantar 
surfaces. No difference in temperature of head and axilla. 

Ophthalmoscopic examination gave retinal and choroidal congestion, 
with venous enlargement, slight optic neuritis, and choked disk. 

There was constant pain, and sense of fullness in frontal region. 

The only family history that could be .obtained bearing upon the 
<:ase was the death of one sister a year ago, from acute brain inflam- 
mation, the remainder of the immediate family being still living and in 
good health ; and the present condition appeared to be the culmination 
of six years of almost constant pain and general nerve exhaustion, fol- 
lowing the birth of the child, aggravated by the subsequent miscarriage. 

At this visit no suspicion was entertained by me of any opium habit, 
and the case was diagnosed as passive cerebral congestion, dependent 
upon general neurasthenia. 

The next day Dr. Wiggin called and gave me the following addi- 
tional items, which at once placed the case in its proper light, and gave 
the key to many of the symptoms before cited. After her confinement, 
which was a long and painful one, she suffered severely from wander- 
ing pains in back and hips, for which her attending physician at the 
time ordered tincture of opium applied externally, giving at the same 
time ten drops by the mouth, and the ground was broken for the build- 
ing of the habit. The dose steadily increased until she came under the 
charge of Dr. Wiggin, some six months previous to my seeing her, 
when she was, taking four ounces of laudanum daily internally, besides 
continuing external applications as before. Attempts were made to 
stop the pernicious habit, but it was too late for wise counsel to avail, 
and the usual cunning of opium-eaters procured for her the drug in 
spite of every effort of both husband and physician. 

All forms of concurrent medication had been faithfully tried, but 
nothing was of use except the opium, to which it became absolutely ne- 
cessary to resort occasionally, as, without it, the poor lady would arouse 
the neighborhood with agonizing screams and cries. 

At this juncture, and as a forlorn hope, it was decided to essay gal- 
vanism, hoping that its great vitalizing power might aid in restoring 
tone to the exhausted nerve-centres. At my suggestion Collis Brown's 
chlorodyne was given in place of laudanum, and produced the same 
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effect with an ounce per diem that the four ounces of the former had 
done. 

Central galvanism was applied with a twenty-four cell Bartlett battery, 
using six cells from the cilio-spinal centre to the forehead with a down- 
ward current; then from the cervical vertebrae to the solar plexus with 
an ascending current, each lasting six minutes, or until the skin was 
thoroughly reddened under the negative carbon point. For the first 
few days applications were made morning and night. In a week the 
vomiting had ceased and consciousness returned, and the evening sit- 
ting was omitted. After a month the dose of anodyne was gradually 
decreased, but. with every diminution the nausea returned, and nothing 
but a return to the old dose would avail. But her condition was very 
much improved. She slept better, the eyes were normal as to color, 
and the palms were no longer dry. At the close of the second month 
she was able to sit up, and the dose of anodyne was steadily cut down 
without the patient's knowledge, by adding to the chlorodyne a suffi- 
cient quantity of flavored treacle to replace each dose taken, until at 
that time an ounce would last three days. 

Her general condition was greatly improved, and she began to take 
interest in her surroundings. In two months more she commenced to 
go out, and came to my office for treatment when I changed the cur- 
rent to the Siemens and Halske cabinet cell, which with its low tension 
and perfect capability of control, I regard as the ideal battery for central 
galvanism. There was no further trouble, and to-day, June 21st, the 
lady is quite well, attending to all her household duties, not having 
tasted opium in any form for seven weeks, and expressing unbounded 
dehght at being free from the terrible habit which had so long been her 
master. 

The rationale of the action of galvanism in this case is difficult to un 
derstand. When the circuit was closed over the superior cervical 
sympathetic ganglion. Dr. Wiggin and myself distinctly observed a 
sudden wavelike contraction of the distended retinal veins, which re- 
sumed their size in a few moments after the stimulus was removed. But, 
after some weeks' treatment, these veins became normal, and the intra- 
ocular congestion had disappeared /tf/7'/^j5w with the cerebral symp- 
tom, and having repeatedly witnessed the same phenomenon in other 
cases, I am led to believe that the galvanic current has a direct tonic 
influence upon the vaso-motor system, which accounts for the occa- 
sional surprising results obtained in cases of cerebral congestion. With 
the advent of increased nerve circulation came an absolute horror for 
the drug, and it is not easy to know to what to attribute the increase of 
strength of will up to the point of totally dispensing with it of her own 
accord, unless it be to some change in mental power, due to increased 
nerve tone, the direct result of what I have before termed the vitalizing 
power of the galvanic current. Faradism was not at any time employed. 

Dr. Wiggin gives full credit to the special treatment for the cure of 
the case. — N. V, Med. Record. 



Cancer Treated by Eucalyptus. — M. Luton, of Rheims, gave 
a patient with cancer, eucalyptus internally and locally, with good re- 
sults — the cancer healing entirely. 
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THE TREATMENT OF ECZEMA OF THE HAND, 
OFTEN MISCALLED PSORIASIS PALMARIS, 



BY j6HN KENT SPENDER, M.D. 



How I wish that our masters and teachers of dermatology would 
make it plain beyond all cavil that there is no such thing 2& psoriasis 
palmarisy except as a syphilide. Dr. Liveing approaches the nearest 
to this decision of utterance when he writes (Handbook on the Diagno- 
sis of Skin-Diseases) that * * in syphilitic psoriasis, the palms and soles 
are often affected, but never in simple psoriasis. " But, if the student 
or junior practitioner turn to the lamented Dr. Tilbury Fox's splendid 
Atlas of Skin Diseases, he will find a plate adopted from Willan & Bate- 
man, and described as psoriasis pahnariSy a * * very obstinate form of 
psoriasis." It is true that Dr. Fox admits **a scaly thickened condi- 
tion, with more Or less fissuring of the palms of the hands and soles of 
the feet,'*' as liable to follow eczema and some other affections ; but he 
say^ that it may be also a part of general psoriasis,, which has traveled 
on to the palm of the hand from neighboring portions of skin. 

Acknowledging that the circumferential tracts of the palm may be 
affected with true psoriasis, which has extended from the back of the 
hand, I confidently affirm (with the greatest respect for Dr. Tilbury 
Fox's learning and experience) that the disease represented in Willan & 
Bateman's plate is not psoriasis at all. The anatomical and physiolo- 
gical affinities of the skin of the palm forbid such an idea. The thing 
may look like psoriasis, but that is quite a different thing, as Dr. Fox 
would have been the first to admit. Fissures and moist scales on the 
flexor aspect of a limb proclaim unmistakably that a disease belongs to 
the eczematous group. 

Dr. Fairly Clarke, in the Practitioner, has observed the confusion 
which arises from applying the term psoriasis to many different morbid 
conditions of the tongue. Dr. McCall Anderson describes the eczema 
of the hand of which I am now speaking, as eczema rimosum. 

The practical point is this. Wrong names affixed to diseases of the 
skin suggest and invite wrong treatment. Eczema of the palm of the 
hand is so disguised and altered by the thickness of the dermal struc- 
tures, that it is hard to believe the heaped-up, fissured, and often bleed- 
ing epidermis to be an eczematous affection. But it is certain that 
any application of an irritating nature will exasperate the disease, and 
anything of a specifically soothing nature will gradually cure it. 

A gentleman a little past middle age, of a healthy constitution, and 
engaged in the civil service, came to Bath from London last autunm 
with an eczema of the hands and feet more intense than, I think, I had 
ever seen before. He had been under the care of a distinguished Lon- 
don surgeon, who had called it eczema, but had certainly treated it as 
a psoriasis ; for liquor carbonis detergens had been prescribed in a lotion, 
and arsenic had been given internally. The result was most disastrous. 
No treatment with thermal waters could permanently benefit such useless 
hands and pjiinful feet. The hands were alternately bathed with gly- 
cerine and covered completely with compound lead ointment (the form 
I always use is given in Mr. W. Spencer Watson's book on Diseases of 
the Nose and its Accessory Cavities), and light thread gloves were 
constantly worn. Only the ointment was applied to the feet. At a 
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iater stage, the parts were washed with milk and sulphur-soap ; and 
towards the end of the treatment arsenious acid was ordered in the 
form of pills. At the expiration of about three weeks, my patient, left 
Bath much better; he got through the terrible winter without serious 
"drawback, and in February he was virtually well. For some time, he 
used the ointment occasionally ; the smoothness and flexibility of the 
palms of the hands are perfectly restored, and he can walk any reason- 
able distance with ease and comfort. — British Medical Journal, 



HYPODERMIC MEDICATION IN CHOLERA-MORBUS, 

BY JOHN C. PEARSON, M.D. 

It is often said and written that the result of the treatment of isolated 
•cases is frequently of little or no value in deciding upon the efficiency 
or non-efficiency of any particular line of therapeutic measures. But, 
on the contrary, when any plan of medication always, or at least very 
nearly always, is followed by certain definite, favorable and successful 
effects, we are fully warranted in the conclusion that such effects are the 
result of the application and use of the plan; that the certain relation of 
cause and effect is fully established. Most especially may this very 
justly be claimed when any special plan of treatment has in any special 
pathological condition been, through long years of trials, uniformly suc- 
cessful. 

The writer hereof is led to make these reflections when he takes a 
long retrospect, of some years, regarding the morbid condition whereto 
we give the name of cholera-morbus, and his treatment of the same. 

Some years ago, during first period of a summer, when Sirius, the 
"dog star, was in the ascendant, and on one excessively hot afternoon, I 
was sent for to see a German, and a most esteemed and valued friend, 
who the messenger said was sick as ** the tyful, and he go so dead," 
imitating, as he imparted this information, the actions of a dying man 
as near as he could, by closing his eyes, throwing back his head and 
spreading out his hands with a spasmodic jerk ! 

Upon my arrival at the house of my patient, and a hasty examina- 
tion, I would at once, and without the least hesitation, have diagnosed 
the case one of genuine Asiatic cholera had any case of that dread dis- 
ease been prevailing in the neighborhood at that time ; for the patient 
before me had every characteristic symptom of the same to a high 
degree — at least, such appeared to be the case upon a first and rapid 
examination ; and it was not until I had made a more thorough inspec- 
tion of the symptoms that I diagnosed that I had an extremely severe 
cape of cholera-morbus to combat. He was most severely cramped in 
the abdomen, legs, arms and feet ; vomited, almost incessantly, matter 
looking like soap suds ; had frequent and copious evacuations of rice 
water appearance from the Dowels ; hands and arms cold to the elbows, 
and feet and legs cold to the knees; almost pulseless at the wrist; great 
drops of cold, clammy sweat stood upon his face, and he was sufiering 
-excruciating agony, as his complaints and outcries, and extreme rest- 
lessness and anxious countenance most clearly indicated. 

At that time the little hypodermic instrument had not come to be 
used so much and frequently as it has since the period whereof I write, 
<and I had never read or heard of it being used in the same ; but it oc- 
curred to my mind that '\\. might %\\^ relief; that I would try it; it 
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wouldn't take long to try it, and if it failed, I could resort to other 

measures. Acting upon this self-made suggestion, I promptly and 

without delay, injected into the subcutaneous tissue of the arm a half 

grain of morphia sulph. and the fortieth of a grain of sulph. of atropia, 

and sat -down to wait for a few minutes for the result. I had not long 

to wait, however, for in five minutes' time the cramps, the vomiting, 

the purging, the jactitation had all begun to lessen, and in twenty 

minutes more a^ery one and all of the symptoms had ceased entirely, , 

Never before had I been so greatly surprised as I was at the effect I 
had obtained, and for some time expected a return of the symptoms, 
having no confidence in th€ permanency of the good I had accom- 
plished; but there was never a return of any of them, and I absolutely 
gave my patient no other medicine than that aforementioned, excepting 
a little for a slight consecutive fever of twenty-four hours' duration. 

The results obtained in this case were so very much better than I 
had dared to hope for, they so quickly followed the administration of 
the remedy that, for some time subsequendy, I was disposed to regard 
the sudden cessation of all the symptoms as a possible comcidence, but 
yet felt determined to repeat the treatment, the result of which had so 
greatly surprised me, the next time a similar case should come under 
my care. And not many days elapsed before an opportunity was af- 
forded me of further trying the same treatment in a similar and nearly 
as severe a case. The effects that followed were fully as prompt, de- 
cided and lasting ; and during the remarkably hot weather of that sum- 
mer and. autumn I had frequent opportunities of further testing the effi- 
ciency of the hypodermic treatment of cholera-morbus, and it never $ 
disappointed me, though occasionally I would have to repeat the dose 
before I would obtain entire relief for all of the symptoms. And since 
that time, ten years ago, I have always similarly treated cholera-morbus, 
and always successfully and permanently so, and generally without the 
occurrence of consecutive fever. 

And for some years past, when I have been summoned to a case of 
vomiting and purging, I go feeling assured that I will be able to give 
relief in a short while, with but little trouble and delay, and without 
bringing into requisition any of the old fashioned and old fogyish thera- 
peutics of past years, such as ** broken doses " of calomel, cayenne pep- 
per, rubefacients of turpentine and ammonia, hot bottles, hot bricks, 
et id omne genus , a plan that necessitated twenty-four hours' time, resulted 
in the patient getting all the skin rubbed off his legs and arms, and 
sometimes left him with an infernally sore, salivated mouth and swelled 

tongue, wherewith to curse, in thickened accents, that ** d d doctor" 

for salivating him so badly ! 

I have heretofore reported the treatment of one case of cholera-mor- 
bus, upon the plan herein mentioned, in the Reporter, but do not re- 
collect of having ever seen any accounts of similar treatment for that "^ 
disease by other physicians, though I suppose that others may have 
adopted and practiced it. I have very often pursued the same plan for 
the rehef of long-continued and obstinate vomiting, the result of different 
causes, and successfully in most of the cases, especially those cases de- 
nominated ** bilious vomiting." 

[We have for years used morphia hypodermically in cholera-morbus, 
but never more than ^ gr. at a time, which we have found sufficient, 
while it is certainly a safer quantity. — Ed.] 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 

Value of the Hypophosphites. — In the treatment of pulmona- 
ry consumption, we do not administer the hypophosphites, or any one 
of them, by routine, or indiscriminately, or in any case rely on them 
solely. And just here permit me to say that it is astonishing that phy- 
sicians should so frequently order such therapeutically incompatible 
combinations. Often we see the hypophosphites of lime and potash in 
the same prescription, and it may be for a patient far advanced in con- 
sumption, when every tyro in medicine is familiar with the fact that 
the potash salts, as a rule, have a deliquescing effect upon the vital 
tissues, increasing the congestion and augmenting the discharge from 
mucous membranes. And yet, here, in a case where an astringent and 
roborant effect is plainly called for, physicians professing to be scien- 
tific prescribe a remedy that, if it produce its characteristic well known 
effect, will/ only hurry the patient to the grave, and withal make his 
journey more miserable as well as sadly brief. In answer to our in- 
quiries, manufacturing pharmaceutists tell us that the reason why they 
continue to prepare such therapeutically incompatible mixtures of the 
hypophosphites as now flood our markets, is because physicians will 
have them thus. While it is a well known and fully established fact, 
that there are no two of the hypophosphites but that have each its char- 
acteristic and peculiar therapeutic properties. And while it is a fami- 
liar fact that medicines of more or less similar or dissimilar therapeutic 
properties may be combined, to the advantage of the patient, yet it 
seems to us impossible that the hypophosphite of potash, in any com- 
bination or quantity, should benefit a consumptive patient whose lungs 
were more or less rapidly softening and breaking down ; yet it is pre- 
scribed for such, certainly to their injury. 

Not thinking it necessary to consume time and space with the min- 
ute details of special cases to illustrate our mode of administering the 
hypophosphites in the treatment of pulmonary consumption, or to en- 
deavor to substantiate the fact of their usefulness in that most fatal dis- 
ease, we deem it sufficient to give a mere general outline of our usual 
plan. And in doing so we do not presume to tell anything new or ori- 
ginal as to their use, but beg permission to refer you to our teachers — 
Thorowgood, Van Holsbeck, Bou^ard, Berchon, Dickson, Churchill, 
Campbell and others, who have written so well upon the subject; and 
though they are, or were, physicians acknowledged to be of the first 
ability and highest standing in their respective countries, yet their teach- 
ings have not been so fortunate in catching the popular breeze as those 
of the cod liver oil advocate. 

We have used, in the treatment of pulmonary consumption, the hy- 
pophosphites of soda, lime and quinine. We find the soda salt most 
frequentiy applicable, next that of quinine, while in some cases, where 
an astringent and roborant effect is indicated, that of lime serves an in- 
valuable purpose. The hypophosphites of soda and lime' we adminis- 
ter in simple syrup solution, and that of quinine usually in pills. In 
their administration we follow the general instructions as laid down by 
Dr. J. F. Churchill, in his late work on this subject, and to which we 
beg permission to refer you for much that we would repeat and endorse, 
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as substantiated by our own experience and observationi We have 
used the hypophosphites, as manufactured by Swann, of Paris, to some 
extent, but usually we employ those of American manufacture, by 
Powers and Wightman, and Rosengarten & Son, and have not observed 
any appreciable difference between those of foreign and domestic man- 
ufacture. We usually administer the hypophosphites of soda and lime 
three to six grains, and that of quinine about half so much, three times 
a day. We often give the hypophosphite of quinine for one or two 
weeks before beginning with the alkaline hypophosphites. For most 
cases require more or less preliminary treatment, such as may be indi- 
cated in each case, before they are in suitable condition to begin a hy- 
pophosphite course. And those patients of hemorrhagic diathesis can 
profitably take much larger doses if two or three grains of ergo tin be 
administered simultaneously three times a day. We have administered 
this amount of ergotin continuously for two to five months, or longer, 
and yet have never observed any bad effects follow, but on the other 
hand, the patient would steadily improve. We have never observed a 
single instance of any indication of dry gangrene following the use of 
ergotin, as mentioned in some old medical works. The old idea that 
dandelion is a specific, to a certain extent, for pulmonary consumption, 
is not without foundation ; the beneficial results following its long con- 
tinued use are probably owing to its effects upon the biliary organs, 
thus assisting in the assimilation of carbonaceous compounds. 

For the arrest of hemoptysis, ipecac, in ten to twenty grain doses, is 
very efficient, and if taken in smaller non-emetic doses it is the best pre- 
ventive we know of. Besides, it acts well in non-emetic doses on the ^ 
digestive organs and upon the nervous system, especially the sympa- 
thetic branch of it. For the relief of night sweats, we have found the 
following very efficient : 

B Oxidi zinc! gr. j. 

Aeidi pyrogalllci gr. ij. 

Sulph. atropise gr. 1-100. 

M. Ft. pil. j. 

Dose, one to two pills one to three times a day. 

To check consumptive diarrhoea, we generally use the following : 

B Salicin gr. iij to vj. 

Sub. uit, bismuth gr. vj to xj. 

Dose, one such powder every three to six hours, or as occasion may 
require. 

The hypophosphite of quinine we often administer in the following 
combination, under the name of Compound Pulmonary Alterative 
Pills. : 

B Hypophosphite quinine gr. 1. 

Iodide of arsenic gr. 1-16. 

Sulphide of calcium gr. 1. 

Ext. nux vomica gi^« i* 

M. Ft pil. 

Dose, one pill three times a day. 

We have these pills, as well as many other kinds, made to order in 
New York or Philadelphia, and sugar or gelatine coated, in large 
quantities at a time. 

Nux vomica and lactopeptine will often be found to render valuable 
service as aids to digestion. — Pacific MediccU Journal, , 
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Treatment of Nocturnal Seminal Emissions. — In all cases 

•of frequent nocturnal emissions, the genital organs should be examined, 

and whether phimosis exists or not, if the prepuce be long and redund- 

dant, circumcision is to be recommended. A very marked varicocele 

may also render surgical interference desirable. 

The hygienic rules to be given to the patient are very simple. It is 
better that the most substantial meal in the twenty-four hours should 
be taken at noon ; the supper should be light, and food and drink be 
entirely avoided in the evening; the bed-chamber should be well venti- 
lated, a hair mattress preferred to a feather bed, and much covering 
avoided. The patient should sleep upon his side, and not upon the 
back ; a small pillow placed between the knees, so as to separate the 
thighs and prevent the scrotal organs from becoming heated, is some- 
times desirable ; and the patient should rise as soon as he wakes, emis- 
sions occurring most frequently during the semi-consciousness of the 
early morning nap. 

Tobacco in every form should be prohibited, since it not only in- 
creases the general irritability of the nervous system, but appears to 
have a direct influence in diminishing the tone of the genital organs, 
and thus favoring seminal emissions. 

Above all, as already stated, the mind of the patient should be dis- 
tracted from his complaint by constant occupation, and his general 
health be promoted by a plain but nourishing diet, and by daily outdoor 
►exercise, not carried to fatigue, since it is found by experience that 
when the strength is exhausted, an emission is more likely to occur. 
, Many of these patients also have constipated bowels, and means 
should be taken to secure a daily stool. 

As a rule, no other measure than the above are required. It is to be 
understood, however, that any weakness and irritability of the nervous 
-system may require the administration of tonics, a change of climate, 
etc. For this purpose I have found the two following prescriptions of 
^ood service : 

R Ferri et quinioe citrat ^iij. 

Si.rychni8e sulpb ^ gr. j 

Acidi phosphoric, dilut ^ss. 

Syrup aurantii .^ ij. 

Aquam ad ,^ iv. M 

Dose, a teaspoonful in water, after each meal. 

R Slrychnise sulph gr. j. 

Acldi phosph. dilut 3 iij M 

Dose, a teaspoonful three times a day, after eating. 

The tincture of the chloride of iron, and also ergot, have been sup- 
posed, and I think justly so, to have a special tonic effect upon the gen- 
ital organs ; but they must be given in large doses, as, for instance, 
from half a drachm to a drachm of either the tincture of iron or the 
Huid extract of ergot (Squibb' s), in water, after each meal. They may 
be combined, as in the following prescription : 

R Tincferri ehloridi JiiJ. 

Fxt. ergoteefl. (Squibb's) JUj. M 

Dose, a teaspoonful in water, after each meal. 
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As a direct means of diminishing the frequency of the emissions^ 
however, the following is often found to be most efficacious : 

R Potaasii bromidi 5 j. 

Tine, lerri chloridi g J. 

Aqufie giij. 

Dose, from one to two teaspoonfuls in water, after each meal and 
at bed-time. 

Mention has already been made of the advisableness of eircumcisioa 
when the prepuce is long. It may also be found, upon the introduc- 
tion of a sound, that the urethra is over sensitive, especially in the pros- 
tatic region. In such cases the introduction of a cold sound of full 
size, at first every third or fourth day, and afterward with greater fre- 
quency, will generally afford relief to the hyperaesthesia. I sometimes 
inject into the prostatic urethra about ten drops of a solution of nitrate 
of silver of the strength of twenty grains to the ounce of water, by means 
of a deep urethral syringe, or Guyon's flexible catheter and syringe. 
The severe cauterization with ihtporte-caustique of Lallemand should by 
all means be avoided. — American Practitioner 

Intravenous Injections. — Dr. Griswold, in N. Y. Medical Re- 
cord, says, that he has successfully employed a new method of ressus- 
citation. Among several cases we extract the following : 

While I was obliged to admit that the case was hopeless, judged by 
ordinary standards, and beyond the reach of ordinary stimulants, I 
could not help feeling that heroic measures were specially indicated. 
The source of trouble — fluid compressing a lung and displacing the 
heart — had been removed ; if the patient could be stimulated to breathe 
deeply and profit by its disappearance, there seemed to be good reason 
to hope for her recovery. Selecting a prominent superficial vein in the 
radial region, I exposed it by an incision through the skin. I then in- 
jected slowly into it a drachm of ammonia solution (equal quantity of 
aqua ammonia and water), taking care that the point of the hypodermic 
needle was fi*ee in the lumen of the vessel. This done, I placed my 
hand over the patient's heart and waited. In fifteen seconds, I felt a 
marked increase in the force of pulsation. In about two minutes there 
was a strong pulse of a hundred, which was plainly perceptible at the 
wrist. A minute later the patient sighed deeply ; the color came back 
to her lips, her eyes moved and began to show signs of returning intel- 
ligence. On being urged, she swallowed without difficulty two ounces 
of strong egg-nog. After a few deep inspirations, she breathed more 
regularly and easily ; her pulse was strong and tense, ranging between 
IOC and no. Half an hour afterward she was perfectiy conscious, 
and reported herself comfortable, though weak. Pulse 90, regular, 
strong. Respirations 26, easy and natural. Swallowed easily and 
willingly small quantities of egg-nog. During the afternoon and even- 
ing, patient continued to improve. Pulse 80 — 90 and strong ; respira- 
tions 20 — 30 and easy. Patient passed a good night, sleeping most of 
of the time ; was bright and refreshed in the morning. 

May 7. Steady improvement since last note. Sat up for two hours 
to-day, and ate a lamb chop with relish. 

May 17. Patient sits up nearly every day," and is gaining strength, 

N. B. — Improvement has been uninterrupted since the injection or 
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ammonia. No depression has been observed following the stimulant 
action of that remedy, nor has there occurred an unpleasant symptom 
which could be attributed to it. 

The case described seems to satisfactorily establish : 

1. That the intravenous injection of ammonia is a prompt and 
powerful means of stimulation, acting efficiently in cases where other 
measures are of no avail. 

2. That no bad effects follow its employment. 

While the importance of the above deduction is obvious as a matter 
-of general therapeutic interest, they seem to have a special significance 
.in connection with those operations whose object is the removal of 
mechanical obstruction to respiration — I mean thoracentesis, and more 
particularly laryngotomy and tracheotomy. 

Thoracentesis is not, perhaps, very often an emergency ; but laryngo- 
tomy and tracheotomy, done in cases of croup, oedema glottidis, etc., 
generally fail to save life, because performed too late — the patient being 
too much exhausted to breathe in the air for which a new entrance has 
Taeen made. Artificial respiration, hypodermics of whisky and ether, 
cold effusions, etc., are resorted to in vain in many instances — the ma- 
<:hinery of life cannot be set in motion again, and the cases die for 
want of efficient stimulation. Now, would not the intravenous injec- 
tion of ammonia, in connection with artificial respiration, save many 
•of these patients? It being proved that the treatment is without danger 
.and followed by no bad effect, this question should not long remain 
unanswered. 

In conclusion, I would call attention to the fact that it is not easy to 
perform intravenous injection through the skin. The vein collapses 
under the necessary pressure, and the needle is apt either to stop short 
and not enter the vessel at all, or to transfix it and direct the injection 
into the cellular tissue beyond. The only safe method to pursue is to 
dissect down upon the vein and expose it ; the needle may then be care- 
fully introduced until the point is felt free in the interior of the vessel. 

Treatment of Unhealthy Local and Syphilitic Sores by 
Immersion. — Mr. Cooper gives the following method of treatment 
for phagedenic and other ulcers. The patient sits in an ordinary hip 
:bath containing sufficient water to insure constant submersion of the 
.affected part, for eight or ten hours a day. If the disease be in the 
groin, a full-sized bath in which the patient can recline may be neces- 
sary. The temperature of the water is regulated by means of a ther- 
mometer, and is kept as near 98° F. as possible by the removal and 
addition of small quantities of water at frequent intervals, without dis- 
turbing the position of the patient, and in winter the bath is placed near 
a fire. The exposed parts of the body are covered with blankets, 
whilst the more prominent parts are protected by air or waten cushions. 
In the evening finely powdered iodoform or other dressing is applied 
and the patient goes to bed as usual. Next morning the dressing is 
.allowed to separate in the bath ; the pain attending its removal being 
thus avoided. 

The bath is repeated day after day as long as may be necessary, 
general treatment according to the nature of the sore being carried on 
.at the same time. A good purge is beneficial at the outset, followed 
%y iron, quinine, 'or ammonia and bark with opium, in local sores, and 
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by appropriate specific remedies when the patient is syphilitic. A lib- 
eral diet with plenty of milk, and little or no alcohol, answers best as- 
a rule. Though men are here only referred to, it need hardly be said 
that the same treatment is equally applicable to women. The bath is 
to be continued for at least a day after the ulcerated surface has become 
quite healthy, though its use may often be protracted with excellent - 
effect until the sore has nearly or quite healed. Some of the advan- 
tages of immersion are, its effect in nearly always quickly relieving^ 
and often in removing entirely, the severe pain attending phagaedena. 
Caustics are very rarely required. The ulcer is kept clean and free 
from discharge, without pain or trouble. When a wound has to be 
made by the surgeon its edges hardly ever become inoculated. The 
pain caused by frequent change of dressing is altogether avoided. The 
materials necessary for immersion being only those usually to be found 
in every house, it can be equally well carried out in private as in hos- 
pital practice. In the majority of cases of unhealty ulceration and 
sloughing, whether local or syphilitic, immersion appears to be the 
best and most speedy, as it is certainly the least painful of the modes of 
treatment hitherto adopted. — The Lancet, 

Glycerine as a Food. — What is the fate of glycerine introduced 
into the economy ? Is it decomposed or excreted ? And if the latter, 
in what form ? When large doses are given so as to produce haemoglo- 
binuria, the urine contains a substance which readily reduces copper, 
but has been said, on the ground of its effects on polarized light, not to 
be sugar, but to be probably a decomposition, or transformation pro- 
duct of glycerine. 

According to Plosz, moreover, it is not capable of fermentation. It 
is very difficult to say whether any unaltered glycerine passes away, 
since the detection of a small quantity in the urine is a matter of great 
difficulty. It seems certain, however, that the greater part, if not all, 
is decomposed in the organism, and that when moderate quantities 
only are given, the decomposition is complete. It was observed by 
Weiss that the quantity of glycogen in the liver is increased by the ad- 
mintstration of glycerine. 

From the analogy with other substances which have a similar effect, 
such as albumen, gums, etc. , Munk suggests that the glycerine absorbed 
from the intestines and carried by the portal vein to the liver is not 
itself transformed into glycogen, but rather, by its quick decomposition,, 
limits the use of the liver glycogen, or furthers its formation from 
other materials. However this may be, the glycerine undergoes de- 
I composition without its products having any influence on the changes- 

in albumen, such as the carbo-hydrates exert. With reference to this, 
it may be remembered that glycerine has no chemical connection with 
the carbo-bydrates, but is rather to be regarded as an alcohol — the ter- 
tiary alcohol of the propyl series. 

The solubility of glycerine renders it highly probable that the greater 
part of that which is taken into the stomach passes rapidly into the blood. 
A small part may be unabsorbed, and in the lower part of the intestine- 
may undergo fermentation and reduction, with the formation of butyric 
acid, carbonic acid, etc., although this decomposition can take place 
only in a neutral liquid — a condition not easy to obtain in the intestine. 
Gorup-Besanez has also shown that in an alkaline solution, the actioni 
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of oxygen in an active state breaks glycerine up into formic, propionic, 
and perhaps acrylic acids. There is some probability that, in the 
tissues, where similar conditions obtain, the same decomposition may 
occur; and the intermediate products, propionic and formic acids, may 
be further oxidized to their ultimate products, carbonic acid and water. 
Tcheremetjewski showed that the ingestion of glycerine causes an in- 
crease in the excretion of carbonic acid, which Catillon has affirmed 
may amount to seven per cent. This increase in the production of 
carbonic acid must be accompanied by the liberation of its equivalent 
of heat, and so the generation of heat should be increased by the ad- 
ministration of glycerine. Hence there is the highest probability that 
glycerine may be of service in this respect, but that it is of no value as 
a tissue-food. — Lancet, 

Therapeutics of Singultus (Hiccough). — L. H. Washington, 
M.D., in the Co m pen d of Practical Therapeutics, gives the following : 
For one dose, to be repeated as necessary : 

R Comp. spts. ether 10 to 20drop8. 

Cinnti men water lOdrams. M. 

The first dose is often all that is required. 

Dr. Simon reports that a patient who had the hiccough for twenty- 
six hours, and been subjected to various treatment without success, 
was relieved almost instantaneously by inhaling three drops of amyl ni- 
trite. 

Dr. E. L. Williams writes to the Scientific Press that, **veratria 
powder, agitated in a vial and the stopper removed, and the dust thus 
raised smelled up into the nostrils, so acts upon the mucous membrane 
as a stimulant, as to stop the hiccough, so that the patient will not hic- 
cough another single time after so inhaling the powder through the 
nose." Caution should be observed in the use of this remedy — the 
alkaloid veratria being highly poisonous, constial effects may be trans- 
mitted through the mucous membrane. 

Dr. Oppelt mentions a case in which attacks of hiccough, "lasting 
from six to eight hours at a time, so that at least three-fourths of the 
patient's time was occupied in hiccoughing, with strength rapidly 
failing." After trying the usual remedies without benefit, tincture of 
aconite in two drop doses every three hours was given, and after the 
third dose hiccough ceased to a great extent, and the patient recovered 
under subsequent use of quinine and morphia. He was led to the use 
of aconite in this case, from having frequently cured sympathetic vo- 
miting with it, after failure of everything else. 

Dr. Orvil reports a case, which having resisted all the usual reme- 
dies, he injected two-thirds of a grain of pilocarpine under the skin, 
with the effect of producing almost instantaneous relief In fifteen 
minutes the hiccough had almost entirely ceased. 

A patient of Dr. Gim's, after a debauch, had hiccough for twenty 
hours, and was rapidly sinking. Thirty drops of chloroform given in 
a little sweetened water, acted like a charm ; but the hiccough returning, 
forty drops more was given, which afforded permanent relief. An ac- 
tive cathartic next day set him all right. 
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Bromide of potassium, 40 grains, given in water every hour, some- 
times quiets the nervous irritabiUty, on which hiccough depends. 

One or two doses of dilute hydrocyanic acid, one to two drops, is an- 
other good remedy. 

A teaspoonful of lime water with two teaspoonfuls of milk, and a 
small piece of ice, given every fifteen minutes for about two hours, is 
excellent for irritable stomach. 

In many cases exciting sudden emotion of the mind, as surprise, 
alarm, etc., will suddenly arrest hiccough. This acts by diverting the 
mind from the malady, and also as a shock to the nervous system, thus 
breaking up the habit. — jEc, Med. and Surg, JournaL 

Narcotisni from Nutmeg. — Dr. H. Barry, m St, Louis Clinical 
Record, says : 

Mrs. N , aged thirty-eight, mother of four children, was confined 

on Sabbath morning, June 29, 1879, ^^ "^^^^ o'clock. The child was a 
girl, and the largest I have ever seen ; weight fourteen and one-half 
pounds. Labor natural and easy. Had a light spasm after the last 
pain. The spasm was hysterical. On the 30th the '* old woman" 
persuaded her to take nutmeg tea. One and a half nutmegs were used 
in making the tea, and she drank it during the day. 

About 10 p.m., she began to get drowsy. By four o'clock the next 
morning she was in a profound stupor. At 10 a.m. the narcotic effects 
of the nutmeg began to die out, and by 4 p.m. she had pretty well re- 
covered. The symptoms were about the same as those produced by 
opium, and the remedies were the same. 

I mention this case for the reason that nutmegs are in such general 
use as a condiment, that we may lose sight of their dangerous narcotic 
tendencies. In twenty-one years practite I have never seen such a 
case before, and if I had ever known that the nutmeg possessed such 
properties, it had completely escaped my memory, and for fear some 
of our numerous professional brethren may be in a like condition, I have 
•deemed it proper to mention this case. 

Nourishment in Typhoid Fever — Unsound Logic. — Dr. 

Samuel Peters in a paper on typhoid fever, in N. Y. Medical Record, 
refers to the importance of supporting the strength by nutriment, and 
adds : ** I once had a case, a lady of large frame and plenty of adi- 
pose tissue, who drank every day four quarts, by measure, of pure 
milk. I was frequently inquired of as to the probability of her reco- 
very. I answered that she could not die^ because she was able to ap- 
propriate so much nourishment. She recovered," etc. 

Now it so happened that the present writer also had a case of ty- 
phoid fever, a young lady of good constitution, who was able to relish 
and appropriate an ample quantity of the same nourishment, and who 
died notwithstanding. No serious symptoms occurred during the first 
two weeks, and no active medication was required or employed. In 
the third week nervous and cerebral disturbances set in, with the re- 
sult mentioned. Therefore, a patient can die in typhoid fever, even 
when well nourished. Dr. Peters is not the only medical writer who 
has made hasty and illogical conclusions. — Pacific Med. Journal. 
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Kava-Kava and its Blennostatic Properties. — In a recent 
thesis on this subject, Dr. Dupuy states that the Kava plant contains a 
resin, which seems to constitute its essential therapeutic principle. The 
following are his conclusions concerning its medicinal properties : 

1. Kava-Kava is a sialagogue. 

2. Its action on the stomach is that of a bitter tonic; it improves 
the appetite without producing either diarrhcea or constipation, and 
perhaps acts as a prophylactic to catarrhal affections of the upper part 
•of the digestive canal. Its taste is agreeable. 

3. It exerts a special stimulating effect on the central nervous sys- 
tem ; this stimulation differs essentially from alcoholic intoxication, and 
ds called by Dr. Dupuy, kavaic stimulation, 

4. It is not a sudorific. 

5. It increases very markedly the excretion of water in the urine, 
and may be classed among the most efficacious of diuretics. 

6. It does not produce priapism, as has been stated, but, on the 
•contrary, it prevents it. 

7. It is endowed with remarkable blennostatic properties, which 
manifest themselves very promptly. A chronic urethral discharge is 
first rendered more profuse, and is thtn promptly cured. 

8. It is very efficacious in c^ses of acute urethritis or vaginitis, 
•calming the inflammatory condition, controlling the pain during mic- 
turition, and suppressing the muco-purulent discharge from the urethro- 
vesical mucous membrane. 

These results are probably due to the combined diuretic and blen- 
nostatic actions of the drug. 

The anti-catarrhal action seems to be due to the resin, and the diu- 
retic effects to a neutral, crystallizable principle called kavaine, and 
perhaps also to an alkaloid not yet discovered, whose presence would 
explain more satisfactorily the phenomena excited in the central ner- 
vous system, as well as the alterations in the circulation and secretions 
of the urogenital apparatus. It possesses over other blennostatic 
agents, according to Dr. Dupuy, marked advantages, inasmuch as it 
produces neither diarrhoea nor constipation, is taken with pleasure, in- 
creases the appetite, relieves or controls entirely the pain during mic- 
turition, changes completely the nature of the discharge, and produces 
a cure in a very short space of time — ten days. — La Tribune Medicate. 

A Novel and Successful Remedy for Hay Fever. — Dr. C. 

M. Sebastian, of Martin, Tenn. , in a paper read before the Southwest- 
ern Kentucky Medical Association, has the following in regard to this 
disease : 

* * After patient study I was convinced that if the trouble was in- 
trinsic to the system there would not be this uniform relation in the 
spring time. I was therefore led to search for the specific materia 
morbi among the conditions incident to spring. Numerous sub* 
stances, such as ipecac, ammonia, carpet dust, etc. , when in a state of 
atomic suspension in the air, to certain persons of peculiar susceptibili- 
ties become irritants, capable of producing asthma. 

** Reasoning by analogy, I concluded the active agent in this case 
must either be pollen wafted from a thousand fragrant flowers ; or, 
perhaps, bearded spores torn from the green velvet surface of the half- 
iledged foliage. Dogmatically assuming that the one or other of the 
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two latter propositions was inevitably correct, I cast about for the 
means of keeping the morbific principle extraneous of the system. I at 
last, with the view of accomplishing this end, prescribed to my patient 
the constant wearing of a lady's thick veil. I told him that since the 
measure was novel and untried, it would subject him to the annoyance 
of being made ridiculously conspicuous, but that he must bear all in 
order to prevent the coming trouble. So next morning a figure, closely 
veiled, appeared like a spectre on our thoroughfares. Who is that ? 
What does that mean ? was heard on every hand, but the mysterious 
apparition moved grimly and silentiy on. Some thought it was Ban- 
quets ghost, and others that it was an escaped lunatic. But like Ajax 
defying the lightning, he bravely stemmed the current of the storm and 
remained faithful to his remedy, which in due time demonstrated itself 
to be the sovereign balm to his ills. 

**The flowers shed their fragrance, the birds trilled their songs, and 
the golden days of spring chased each other down into the province of 
summer, and yet the disease came not. The next spring, and the 
next, which is the season just now about to pass out, Mr. Parker again 
resorted to his remedy, with the same happy effect, and to-day, there is 
not a healthier, happier old man in the classic but ill-starred town of 
Martin, Tenn.,than Mr. Parker. — Med. Herald. 

Foul Water and Dysentery. — We have for some years been 
accustomed to connect the continual occurrence of dysentery, chiefly 
in India and China, with the imbibition of bad water, or water fouled 
by excreta or other unhealthy material. An interesting additional 
proof of this connection is recorded in the Indian Medical Gazette, 
from the pen of Dr. Payne, superintendent ofaisylums in the Calcutta. 
Presidency, who, in his report for 1876, remarked emphatically on the 
exemption from dysentery that the inmates of the lunatic asylum at 
Calcutta had enjoyed during the previous year. It appears that the 
resident surgeon, like his predecessors, had been much exercised by 
the continued prevalence of this disease in the institution, and had 
adopted every possiole means for its eradication. It seems, however, 
that a large proportion of the patients had for some time been affected 
with round intestinal worms. The medical officer thus explains the 
history of the epidemic, and the means that were adopted for its remo- 
val : 

** Outside the latrines there were shallow masonry reservoirs of water, 
in which the people resorted for ablution after using the latrines. Early 
in the year, in the course of a morning visit, I noticed that a lunatic, 
after washing himself, lifted a handful of the water to his mouth, and 
there appeared at once an explanation of the great quantity of worms in 
the asylum ; for it was clear that when any one discharged the ova they 
would readily find their way to the stomachs of others adopting this 
practice, and it was equally clear that, so long as access were allowed 
to stagnant water for ablution, the practice would continue. A plan 
was devised by which this use of water should be made impossible. 
The reservoir was broken up. A pipe was provided, supplied with 
water, and taps fitted to its side at intervals. On opening either of the 
taps a stream of water projected horizontally and fell on a platform 
which sloped to a drain. The lunatic seated on the platform, opposite 
the stream, or rather in it, could wash freely, but be unable to make 
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any further use of water which had once touched his body. This ap- 
peared to be entirely successful, for after a short time no more was 
heard of round worms in the asylum." 

But a still more satisfactory sequel occurred in the cessation, or, at 
all events, remarkable diminution in cases of dysentery, which dropped 
from 103 in 1875 to 35 in 1876, and it is remarked, **from 1876 to the 
present time the asylum has remained free from both worms and dys- 
entery, though the last two years have been periods of excessive mor- 
tality in the neighborhood. " We have not space to follow the writer 
through the details of many painstaking observations, in which he shows, 
and, as we think, quite conclusively, that no other causes, direct or 
indirect, were at work to aid, even to a remote extent, in producing 
this result. 

The fact is a valuable contribution to the proof of a distinct connec- 
tion between foul water and dysentery. This disease, in its chronic 
form, always furnishes a large contingent of patients to the Dread- 
nought Hospital at Greenwich ; but it has been observed by the officers 
of that institution that, as more care has been taken recently in supply- 
ing water to ships at Calcutta. Hong Kong, etc. , so the severity of the 
cases sent home has much diminished. The substitution of iron tanks 
for casks was a very important step in the right direction, and most good 
ships now cease to take their supply of drinking-water from the rivers 
in India and China. — Lancet. 

Influence of Syphilis on the Cure of Wounds. — We trans- 
late from Les Annales de Dermatologie et de Syphiliographte the conclu- 
sions of a remarkable work of Dr. Dudterhoff. 

Wounds or sores exposed to a continual irritation may, during the 
period of syphilitic contagion, be the seat of syphilitic efflorescences 
without retarding the cure. 

Severe wounck favor the latent stage of syphilis ; but when the wound 
is well or almost so, syphilis may appear at the place of traumatism or 
any other part of the body. 

Latent syphilis does not generally interfere with the cure of wounds 
by first intention after surgical operations. 

Syphilis of the bones predisposes to their fracture and is an obstacle 
to their union ; although a specific treatment does not prevent consoli- 
dation of fractures ; but in some cases that consolidation is prevented by 
syphilitic cachexy or active mercurial treatment. 

In cases of inveterate syphilis, especially on weak patients, wounds 
and sores are sometimes subject to gangrene, which can be cured by an 
antisyphilitic treatment. 

It is not proven that constitutional syphilis predisposes wounds to 
hemorrhage ; it does not favor either the appearance of pyemia. 

Transplantation of a Dog's Cornea to the Human Eye. 

— Mr. Schceler, in La Revue Medicale^ relates the case of a man, aged 
twenty, one of whose eyes was atrophied, while the other had just lost 
the entire cornea through its prolonged ulceration. The iris, covered 
with granulations, was laid entirely bare, the lens had dropped out. 
The patient had merely luminous sensations. Mr. Schceler operated 
by cutting a large upper conjunctival flap, capable of covering the 
whole extent of the cornea; then below, a small flap intended to be 
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united by points of suture to the upper flap that was turned down, 
the epithelial surface of both flaps being turned back against the surface 
of the globe. By means of a trephine he removed from the eye of a 
chloroformed dog a circular portion of the cornea, about 9^ millime- 
tres in diameter. This cornea being applied to the vacant place in the 
human eye, he brought down in front of it the large conjunctival flap, 
which he united by catgut sutures to the small flap. The transplanted 
cornea was thus held in position and protected by the conjunctival flaps. 
At the end of three days the sutures fell out, the conjunctival flap was 
adhering to the transplanted cornea, and the latter to the margin of 
the sclerotic. There was an anterior chamber visible where the con- 
junctiva was deficient. But on the following days the cornea gave 
trouble, and finally became of a milky tint — an ulcer appeared. By 
degrees vessels found their ways into the periphery of the cornea and 
reached its centre. After the sixth week the conjunctival flap was de- 
tached. Eight days afterward the cornea was flat, very opaque in the 
center, but translucid at the periphery so as to let the iris be seen. The 
vision is, however, very slight ; the movement of the hand can be dis- 
tinguished at a distance of half afoot from the eye. — Half- Yearly Comp. 

The Ethylate of Sodium. — Dr. Purdon, in London Lancet, 
says : 

I have quite recently been trying the ethylate of sodium at the Belfast 
Skin Hospital, and beg to make the following very brief remarks. 

My first case was that of a naevus,* situated on the forehead, commu- 
nicating through the bone, with cerebral circulation. The patient, a 
boy, aged three years ; the naevus about the size of a small walnut. 
Four applications of the ethylate of sodium removed the deformity. I 
think Dr. Richardson is right when he says that this remedy is a spe- 
cific for naevus. I have also removed a small patch of cutaneous can- 
cer on the lower lip by the ethylate ; whilst three cases of lupus and one 
of warty growth on the back of the hand are progressing satisfactorily 
under treatment. The four results obtained by the application of the 
ethylate of sodium — ist, removal or absorption of water from the tissue 
into the ethylate ; 2d, destructive action of a caustic from the caustic 
soda that is formed; 3d, coagulation from the alcohol that is produced; 
and 4th, prevention of decomposition of the dead organic substance 
that is formed — were observed in the case of naevus. 

I merely jot down the above for the purpose of calling attention to a 
remedy that is likely to admit of a wide range of action. 

Cause of Death in Uterine Injections. — Dr. J. K. Chadwick 
gives the following summary of causes of death from uterine injections : 

The manner and suddenness of the death can be explained on one 
only of three theories : that the woman died, first, of shock; second, of 
embolism ; third, of the entrance of a large volume of air into the blood- 
vessels. 

I. Although authorities state that death from shock may result from 
uterine apd vaginal injections, yet no reported cases are known to 
witness in which this is clearly made out ; hence we are led to believe 
that the term shock, which is now used in many cases where no de- 
monstrable cause of death is found, at the autopsy, has been appHed 
in instances in which the most scientific pathology of the present day 
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would show to have been due to embolism or air in the veins. 

2. Embolism. Deatlvfrom this cause is very rarely instantaneous. 
If it occurs, it must result from an arrest of a clot at or near the heart, 
and would be disclosed by careful autopsy. Besides, days would be 
required to allow any coagula that might be found in the uterine veins 
to become so disintegrated as to be taken up by the blood and carried 
forward toward the heart. 

3. The entrance of air into the blood-vessels has been shown to 
have occurred in very many instances, and to have caused instant 
death. Many theories have been advanced to account for this result. 
I believe this to be the true explanation . The regurgitation of the 
blood in the large arteries, which takes place as soon as the impulse of 
the heart's contraction is removed, is competent to close the valves at 
the orifice of such vessels. Now if air is substituted for blood, the 
valves do not close, and the circulation of the blood is arrested, how- 
ever vigorously the heart may continue to beat. Instant dtath is the 
result. Further, in this instance the detachment of a portion of the 
placenta opened some of the uterine sinuses, and the autopsy showed 
that they were not plugged up by coagula. — London Med. News, 

The Contagiutn of Syphilis. — Numerous experiments with the 
contagium of syphilis have recently been made by Klebs, and are sum- 
marized by the London Medical Record. Man and the lower animals 
have been inoculated, and clinical and microscopical observations care- 
fully made. The results of the experiments are summed up in the fol- 
lowing conclusions : 

1. Syphilis in man can be communicated to lower animals by ino- 
culating them with portions of the syphilitic new formations. But the 
course of the disease is not the same for each genus. With apes the 
disease is quite the same as in man ; rabbits have given other results, 
which, if not so striking, nevertheless will not allow any mistake as to 
their similarity with the disease in man. 

2. In syphilitic new formations in man, certain low fungoid organ- 
isms are found, which develop into peculiar forms — helicomonads. 

3. By the transference of these to selected animals, changes are set 
going which correspond not only with those of genuine syphilis in man, 
but also with those of inoculated syphilis of animals. — N. Y. Med, 
Journal. 

• 

Honor to Dr. Crawford W. Long. — Mr. F. B. Carpenter, 
of New Xork, has just finished a nearly full-length portrait of Dr. Craw- 
ford W. Long, late of Athens, Ga. , at the order of the alumni of the 
Georgia University. It is in honor of the discovery made by Dr. Long, 
March 30, 1842, that inhalation of sulphuric ether renders a patient 
insensible to the pain attending a surgical operation. It will be re- 
ceived and presented to the Georgia Legislature by United States 
Senator Gordon. — Ex. 

Coffee in Cholera. — It is asserted that strong coffee, without 
sugar or milk, given in teaspoonful doses every ten minutes, will arrest 
the vomiting of cholera infantum; and that a tablespoonful given fre- 
quently to adults will relieve the vomiting of cholera morbus. It is an 
article which has the merit of being without danger at all events. 
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Chronic Bright's Disease. — Dr. N. L. Guice, in a communi- 
cation to the American Bi-weekly, gives thejiistory of a case of chronic 
Bright's disease apparently cured by the use of iodide of potassium. 
The patient, aged 50, had suffered from malaria, but no history of 
syphilis was given. He became affected with Bright's disease, with 
all the characteristic bad symptoms. His urine contained a large 
amount of albumen, together with granular and hyaline casts. Iodide 
of potash was ordered in doses of gr. v. three times a day, and this was 
gradually increased to gr. xij. during the course of treatment. The 
symptoms slowly improved, and by the end of six months the patient 
appeared in every respect well. Iron and bitter tonics supplemented 
the potash. Five other cases of the successful use of the iodide in 
this disease have been reported. — N, Y. Med, Record, 

Poisoning by Rhus Radicans. — ^J. M. Ward, M.D., wishes 
to call the attention of the profession to the use of the liq. chlo. soda, 
or Labarraque's solution, in all cases of rhus poisoning. The acid 
poison requires an alkaline antidote, and this solution meets the indica- 
tion fully. When the skin is unbroken it may be used clear three or 
four times a day, or in other cases diluted with from three to six parts 
of water. After giving this remedy a trial no one will be disposed to 
try anything else. It is one of the most valuable external agents known 
to the profession, and yet seldom appreciated, and but rarely employed. 
It will sustain its reputation as a local application in erysipelas, burns, 
and scalds. — N. K Med, Record, 

Contagiousness of Abdominal Typhus. — Abdominal typhus 
was brought into the lunatic asylum of Werneck by an insane patient. 
The hygienic conditions of the institute are excellent. The drmking 
w-ater, cloaca, cleanliness of the grounds, and all the conditions of the 
place are unfavorable to the propagation of the disease. Many persons 
were infected by the soiled clothes, and most of the attendants and pa- 
tients who slept near the case above referred to were also attacked. 
When a patient with typhus was carried into another apartment where 
the disease had not existed, the persons near the former were soon at- 
tacked. Dr. Schwabb concludes from this that abdominal typhus is 
transmissible from person to person. — N. Y, Med. Journal. 

Lemon Juice for Hypertrophied Tonsils. — Saint Germain 
has found lemon-juice a very simple and efficacious remedy for the sup- 
pression 0/ hypertrophied tonsils. In young subjects, he pencils the 
tonsils with lemon-juice twice a day. A cure is usually obtained in 
two weeks. He does not consider more heroic treatment justifiable 
till this remedy has failed. — Revue de TJierapeutique, 

To Hasten the Action of Quinine. — Dr. Starke (Berliner Klin- 
Wochenschrift) advises that before swallowing powders or pills of 
quinia, a weak tartaric acid lemonade be taken. This procedure not 
only accelerates the solution and absorption of the quinia, rendering 
its physiological action much more prompt, but also (A)viates that un- 
pleasant gastric irritability so common after the administration of large 
doses of this drug. — Cin, Lancet and Clinic. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 

The Sand Blast. — Among the wonderful and useful inventions of 
the times is the common sand blast. Suppose you desire to letter a 
piece of marble for a gravestone ; you cover the stone with a sheet of 
wax no thicker than a wafer, then cut in the wax the name, date, etc., 
leaving the marble exposed. Now pass it under the blast, and the wax 
will not be injured at all, but the sand will cut letters deep into the 
stone. 

Or if you desire raised letters, a flower or other emblem, cut the 
letters, flowers, etc. , in wax, and stick them upon the stone ; then pass 
the stone under the blast and the sand will cut it away. Remove the 
wax and you have the raised letters. 

Take a piece of French plate glass, say two feet by six, and cover it 
with fine lace, pass it under the blast, and not a thread of the lace will 
be injured, but the sand will cut deep into the glass wlierever it is not 
■covered with lace. 

Now remove the lace and you have every delicate and beautiful fig- 
ure raised upon the glass. 

In this way beautiful figures of all kinds are cut in glass, and at a 
small expense. The workmen can hold their hands under the blast 
without hSrm, even when it is rapidly cutting away the hardest glass, 
iron or stone, but they must look out for finger nails, for they will be 
whittled off right hastily. If they put on steel thimbles to protect the 
^ nails, it will do little good, for the sand will soon whittle them away, 

but if they wrap a piece of soft cotton around them they are safe. 

You will at once see the philosophy of it. The sand whittles away 
and destroys any hard substance, even glass, but does not afliect sub- 
stances that are soft and yielding like wax, cotton or fine lace, or even 
the human hand. — Portland Argus. 

The Electric Light. — Prof. Cohn, of Breslau, has been lately 
making experiments with the electric light on the eyes of a number of 
persons, for the purpose of testing its influence on visual perception 
and the sensation of color. He has found that letters, spots and colors 
are perceived at a much greater distance through the medium of electric 
light than by day or gaslight. 

The sensation of yellow was increased sixty-fold compared to daylight ; 
of red six-fold ; and of green and blue, about two-fold. Eyes that could 
only with difficulty perceive and distinguish colors by daylight or gas- 
light were much aided by the electric light, and the visual perception 
was also much strengthened. 

Prof. Cohn concludes from this fact that electric light would prove 
\ exceedingly useful in places where it is. desirable that signals should be 

seen at a great distance. 

'The engine used was Gramme's electro-magnetic apparatus, which 
rotates six hundred times in a minute. — Brit. Med. /oumal. 

Medicines by Galvanism. — Ever since the day of Sir Humphry 
Davy, the possibility of introducing medicines into living bodies has 
been thought to be possible, and perhaps even done. At least certain 
salts in solution, under the influence of an electric current, have been 
decomposed, and their elements found at the positive and negative 
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poles respectively, having been made to pass through living tissues- 
which composed part of a closed circuit of the galvanic arrangement. 
But to deposit medicines is somewhat different. Instead of going 
through they must be dropped on the way. To do this appears to have 
been thought a difficulty. 

Herman Munk has discovered that the failure is because the current 
was in only one direction. He found that if a moist, porous body, 
between liquids of various conductivity, be traversed by the current, 
the speed of the conveyance of the liquid into this body rapidly dimin- 
ishes and becomes soon at zero. If, however, the current is reversed 
after a short interval, the liquid enters anew from the now positive elec- 
trode. By repeating this alternation, large quantities of the liquid can 
be introduced. In this manner Mr. Munk has introduced fatal quanti- 
ties of strychnia solution through the unbroken skin of dogs, and has- 
introduced quinine and iodide of potassium into his own arm in such 
quantities as to be readily detected in the excreta. The essential 
points, therefore, in such operations are that the liquid substance be 
placed at both electrodes, and that the direction of the current be fre- 
quently reversed. — Drug, Circular. 

Fecundity and Sexuality. — At a recent meeting of the Societe 
de Biologie, M. Delaunay read a paper upon this subject, in which he 
asserted that fecundity was in inverse proportion to the elevation of the 
race. Thus, the colored races are more fertile than the white, and, of 
the latter, those least advanced — e.g.^ Russia, Spain, Ireland, Italy, — 
are more fertile than the highly civilized, as France and Switzerland- 
It has been said that the relative sterility of France is voluntary. M. 
Delaunay protested against this accusation. Fecundity diminishes in 
a race in proportion to its evolution. The educated classes and citi- 
zens are less fertile than country-people. The law of Malthus is thus 
shown to be erroneous. 

Inferior races show more females ; superior races more males. After 
thirty-five years a man begets more girls than boys. The strong have 
boys ; the weak girls. More girls are generate;d in warm climates and 
during the summer, and more boys in cold climates and during the 
winter. 

In commenting upon the statements of M. Delaunay, M. Gallipe 
criticised them as not being based upon satisfactory statistics. He 
called attention to a fact which falsified M. Delaunay's conclusions — 
namely, that England, a country in the front rank of civilization, shows 
remarkable fecundity. [Perhaps the most interesting part of M. Delau- 
nay's paper is the protest against the generally received opinion that 
the sterility of the French is voluntary.] — Le Frogres Medical. 

Sonometry by an Electrical Induction Balance.— Prof. D, 
E. Hughes recently read a most instructive paper before the Royal So- 
ciety on the subject of accurately adjusting currents of electricity so as 
to completely neutralize each other, coming from opposite directions so 
as to strike an exact balance. The apparatus is simple, inexpensive 
and conveniently portable. Prof. Hughes calls it the sonometer, or 
audiometer, and it is intended for conducting aural investigation with 
absolute accuracy, a line of inquiry hitherto limited, for the want of 
such an instrument 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULll. 



Dyspepsia. — 

B Ext. nux vomica gr. iij. 

Make 24 pills. 

Dose, one pill three times a day. • 

K Carb. £oda ,^J. 

Aromat spts. ammonia, essence menth pip aa ^J. 

Sulphite soda S^* 

Aqua dest : Ojss. M 

Dose, a teaspoonful before meals, for acid dyspepsia. 

B Comp. tine, cinchona, tine, hydrastis aa ^ jj. 

Nitro-muriatic acid 3J. M 

Dose, a teaspoonful three times a day. 

B Tine, gentian, tine, hydrastis aa ,^ ij. 

Tine, nux vomica ,55 ij. 

Hydrocyanic acid dil gtt. xx. M 

Dose, a teaspoonful before meals. 

B Pulv. gentian, quassia aa gi^. 

Prunus virg ,? ij. 

Cinnamon, bitter orange peel aa 3 j. 

Alcohol Oj. 

Water Oiss. M 

Put in a covered vessel and steep two weeks. 

Dose, a teaspoonful before each meal, which can be increased to a 
wine-glassful. 

Three drops of dilute sulphuric acid in a wine-glass half full of water 
four times a day. For acid dyspepsia. 

I have thus treated with unfailing success several hundreds of such 
cases, whether of dyspepsia pure and simple or complicating cardiac 
disease. Should be given without any admixture. — C. R. Fleury, 
M.D. 

B Taraxacin, hydrastin , each 30 gr. 

Ext. nux vomica 5gr. 

Mal^e 20 pills. 

Dose, one pill three times a day. For dyspepsia with constipation. 
— W. W. N., in J\r, V. Eclec. Med, Journal, 

Artificial Cataplasm. — Volkhausen prepares cataplasms consist- 
ing of a piece of white thick felt paper which is saturated with a decoc- 
tion of linseed. When intended to be used, the paper is dipped into 
hot water, swells considerably, is then applied, covered with caout- 
chouc paper, fastened with bandages or string, and allowed to remain 
for twelve hours before a new ope needs to be applied.' — Amer^ Journal 
of Pharmacy. 

3 



354 Southern Medical Record. 

Topical Uses of Ergot. — Dr. William C. Dabney has used er- 
gotin in conjunctivitis, where the blood-vessels were enlarged and tor- 
tuous, with excellent results. The eye was frequentiy cleansed with 
warm water, and after each washing a few drops of the following solu- 
tion were instilled : 

R Ext. ergotfe ' gr. x. 

GlycerinsB fl 3 j. 

Aquse, ad fl 3 j. M 

In acute conjunctivitis, or where there is much intolerance of light, 
the result is not so satisfactory. 

In pterygium, Dr. Dabney has also used ergot successfully, a solution 
of the strength mentioned being used three times a day, and the growth 
checked thereby. In pharyngitis a solution of Squibb's solid extract is 
useful, and in other pharyngeal affections the following formula has been 
found to do good : 

B Ergotinee gr. xx. 

Tine, lodini fl 3 j. 

Qlycerinee, ad fl gj. M 

To be applied to the pharynx freely twice a day with a camePs-hair 
brush. 

In uterine troubles, particularly cervical metritis, the following sup- 
positories may be used with advantage : 

R Ergotinae (seu ext. ergotse) gr. xx. 

Ext. belladonnsB gr. tj. 

01. theobromse q. s. 

Mix. Fiat in suppos. No. vi. * 

Insert into the vagina every night after the hot douche. In warm 
weather, a pledget of cotton saturated with the following solution may 
be inserted into the vagina every night after the hot douche : 

R Ergotin. (seu ext. ergot, fid.) 388 

Ext. bellad gr. vi. 

Aqua et glycerin.... aa flj iv. M 

— Amer, Journal of the Med. Sciences. 

Concentrated Solution of Salicylic Acid. — I have found the 
following mixture an excellent method of administering salicylic acid. 

R Acidi salicylic, pur 3 i. 

Sodll biboratis 3ss. 

Glycerinse q.s M 

Mix acid and borax with glycerine two drachms and beat until dis- 
solved, then add enough of the glycerine to make half an ounce. This 
can be diluted for administration with either glycerine, alcohol or 
water, to any degree required. — Med. and Surg. Brief. 

Chaulmoogra Oil. — This oil is highly recommended in scrofula of 
children. The dose is six to fifteen drops to adults, three times daily, a 
short time after meals. The dose for infants is from two to three drops. 
The oil is best administered in cod-liver oil, or, when this cannot be 
taken, in glycerine or milk. It should at the same time be applied ex- 
ternally. Spices should not be eaten, but a fatty diet is recommended. 
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Inhalation of Eucalyptus Oil. — Dr. Mosler, of Greifswald, in 
Berliner Klin. Wochenschrift, strongly recommends oil of the leaves of 
eucalyptus, administered by inhalation, as a remedy for pharyngeal 
diphtheria. The strongest dose which he has given was according to 
the following formula : 

B Oil of eucalyptus leaves 5 grammes. 

Rectified spirit 75 • ** 

Distilled water.. 170 ** 

To be shaken and used for ten inhalations. 

In this dose the medicine was inhaled four times daily, for ten or fif- 
teen minutes each time, by a patient suffering from bronchitis and 
chronic laryngitis ; it produced no troublesome effect, but acted as a 
powerful expectorant. 

Another formula employed by him was : 

R Oil of eucalyptus leaves 2 grammes. 

Rectified spirit.. 20 ** 

Distilled water 180 " 

For ten inhalations. 

This was given with the best effect in a case of croupous pneumonia 
in the stage of defervescence, with residual infiltration of the right 
upper and middle lobes. It was inhaled four times without any bad 
effect. A still weaker pr paration : 

R Eucalyptus oil 1.5 grammes. 

Spirit of wine 15 " 

Water 200 " 

Has been used by him in several cases of nasal and pharyngeal catarrh, 
and also in a case of acute pharyngitis accompanied by slight laryngitis, 
with good effect. 

Dr. Mosler is engaged in further researches on the action of inhala- 
tion of eucalyptus oil in affections of the respiratory organs. — British 
Medical Journal. 

To Expel Ascarides. — Dr. Guichon, of Paris, France, gives the 
following : 

R Santonini pulveris 3J. 

Resinee jalapae gr. ij. 

Chocolatl ; g j. 

Mix and divide into 30 powders. 

. Give one in the morning on an empty stomach, to an infant two 
years old; two or three to older children. Also use : 

R Aloes barbadensis ^ss. 

Potassii carbonatis gr. xv. 

Deoocti amyli Jx. M 

To be used as an injection in ascarides of the rectum. 

Enuresis in Children. — Some recent British writers state that 
after numerous failures with all orthodox modes of treatment, it was 
found that cutting off meat in the diet was sufficient in many cases, to 
effect ^ rapid and permanent ^ViX^y—.N, K Aff^, 9nd Sur^, J^e^pfi^, 
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Treatment of Gonorrhoea. — Having used every treatment I 
could get from different journals, and a great many sent to my drug 
store by numerous physicians, I have the right to select and advocate 
the one that has given me success in every instance, except with those 
who will not leave off their whisky, and success with that class oftener 
than failure. If I am advised with at the beginning of the trouble, I 
prescribe : 

R Hoffman's anodyne ^ij. 

Sweet spts. nitre 5JJ. 

Bal. cop 3 i.j 

Dose, eightty drops three times a day. 

R Chlor. pot 40 grains. 

Quinine 16 ** 

Arom. sulph. acid 10 ** 

Dissolve quinine in acid, mix in 8 ounces ofdist. water 
and add chlorate pot. 

Inject three times a day, urinating first. 

I also order a mild saline cathartic every third day, and a teaspoonful 
of Battle & Co.'s Bromidia at bed-time. I find the bromidia to act 
better than any anodyne I ever used ; it successfully prevents painful 
erections of the penis. After using the above treatment for five or six 
days, I then prescribe lo grains of iodide pot. in a desertspoonful syrup 
sarsaparilla. It will cure all cases inside of four weeks. The iodide of 
pot. is a treatment of my own ; I have never read of its being used in 
this disease. I attribute my success to the use of this drug. — S. E. Brown, 
M.D., in Med, Brief, 

Modified Dover's Po^vder. — Dr. TuUy's popular modification 
of Dover's powder is, according to Mr. Wood, of New Haven, pre- 
pared as follows : 

R Morph. sulphatis 1 part. 

Pulveris camph 20 " 

Creta precipit 20 ** 

Pulv. glycyrrh 20 ** M 

This is the original formula of Dr. Tully. 

According to the same authority, the * * camphorated Dover's powder" 
of Dr. Eli Ives is as follows : 

R Potass, bltartratis 8 parts. 

Pulveriscamph 2 '* 

Pulveris ipeoao 1 " 

Pulveris opii 1 *' 

Cardiac Dyspnoea. — Prof. See, of Paris, advocates the use of 
iodide of potassium in cases of continuous cardiac dyspnoea, either 
alone or combined with opium, digitalis or chloral, beginning with 
doses of I ^ gram, and rising gradually to 2 or 3 grams, to be contin- 
ued for some time. Opium is added, in doses from 10 to 15 centi- 
grams, in order to counteract the effects of iodine ; and chloral in useful 
m cases where digitalis is not tolerated. The prescription would then 
be as follows : 

R Gumjulep 120 grams. 

Iodide of potassium 2 " 

Hydrate or chloral 4 '' 

To be taken in quantity as required, every two hours during the day. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



EDITORIAL NOTICES, 

•Qr Explanation. — The cross mark on our last Journal, intended as a 
r*'minder to subscribers in arrears, did not mean that the parties were 
all indebted for '78 and *79, but was aimed simply to cover both classes. 
Only a few seem to have noticed it. Friends, it was kindly meant ; 
please respond to the call. You have no conception how much you 
trouble and incommode us by delay!— Man aoeb. 

The Southern Medical College, — This new institution will open on the 
Second Monday in October next. 

Correspondents are requested to take notice that there are three med- 
ical schools in Atlanta : 

THE southern MEDICAL, 

THE ATLANTA MEDICAL, 

THE ECLECTIC. 

Unless care be taken in the address, letters will fail to reach the parties 
intended. R. C. Word, M.D., Deanpro tem. 

Southern Medical College, 



WHY DON'T YOU WRITEt^ 

We here repeat what we have often said to our subscribers, and the 
same is said to the members of the profession everywhere : we want 
medical facts and information for publication in The Kecord. We 
have, it is true, elicited much practical information from the ranks of 
the profession. We wish it understood that while we have often received 
and shall yet expect articles from prominent and distinguished writers, 
our pagps are also freely opened to the humblest member in the profes- 
sion. Even those who are not blessed with high educational advantages, 
practical and sensible men, in the villages or at the cross roads, are re- 
quested to write us their views. 

Among this class we not unfrequently find men who have been emin- 
ently successful as practitioners, oftentimes succeeding in emergencies 
which would appal those of higher attainments in the profession. In 
this we have evidence that there are facts and resources in the possession 
of such men not generally known. Let them come out. 

We request, however, that all communications be brief, concise and 
practical. 



BOOK NOTICES, 

ATLAS OF SKIN DISEASES, by Louis A. Duhring. M.D., Prof, 
of skin diseases in the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania ; 
Physician to the Dispensary for skin diseases. Philadelphia ; Derma- 
tologist to the Philadelphia Hospital, etc.— Part V—Llpplncott & Co. ; 
Illustrating scaMea, herpes zoster, tinea, sicosis and eczema. 

We feel that we cannot too highly commend the above work to the 
profession — to the practitioner not less than to the student of medicine. 
No department of medical science is so much neglected and so little un- 
derstood as that of dermatology. The illustrations in the above work 
are so life-like, so admirably executed and so beautiful, that the reader 
cannot fail to be charmed, interested and instructed. Such a work must 
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tend greatly to relieve dermatology of the dulness and intricacy usually 
attached to it hy the student, and impart to it an impulse of interest and 
attraction hitherto unknown. 
I 

A CLINICAL TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF THE NERV- 
OUS SYSTEM, by M. Rosenthal, Professor cf the Diseases of the 
Nervous System at Vienna ; with a preface by Prof. Charcot. Tran- 
slated from the author^s revised and enlarged edition, by Putzel M.D., 
Physician to the Class of Nervous Diseases, Belle vue Hospital, etc. — 
N. Y., Wm. Wood A Co., 1879. 

This is an elegant octavo of 270 pages. The obscurity and difficulties 
attending the study of nervous diseases calls for Just such works as is 
here presented. It will doubtless be welcomed by the profession. It is 
admirably written, illustrated, and replete witJi instructive and interest- 
ing matter. 

GUIDE TO THE EXAMINAIION OF URINE, WITH SPECIAL '\ 

REFERENCE TO THE DISEASES OF THE URINARY AB- 
PARATUS, by R B. Hoffman, Prof, at the University of Gratz. '^ 

and UtTZMAN, Docent at the University of Vienna. From the second 
edition ; translated and edited by F. Forchheiuier, M.D., Professor of 
Mf*dical Chemistry at the Medical College of Ohio; with illustrations, 
195 pages, $1.50 to $2 00.— Peter C. Thompson, publisher, 179 Vine 
street, Cincinnati. 

This is a highly interesting and practical work. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE THIRTY- FOURTH ANNUAL MEET- 
ING OF HIE OHIO STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY HELD AT 
DA YTON, JUNE 3if, 4th dc ^h, 1879. 

A neat little work of 200 pages in cloth. The address of welcome was 
made by Dr. J. M. Weaver ; was followed by the annual address of the 
retiring president, Dr. B. B. Leonard ; then follows a number of interest- 
ing papers. The writers are Jis follows : Roberts Bartholow, M.U. ; I. 
H. Buckner, M.D. ; 8. F. Forbes, M.D. ; D. N. Kinsman, M.D. ; I. C. 
Reeve, M.D. ; P. S. Conner, M.D. ; H. I. Herrick, M.D. ; Geo. E. Wal- 
ton, M.D. ; S. C. Ayers, M.D. ; L F. Baldwin, M.D. 

PHYSIOLOGY AND HISTOLOGY OF THE CEREBRAL CON- 
VULSIONS, ALSO POISONS OF THE INTELLECT, by Chas. 
RiCHET, A.M., P.H.D., former intern of the Hospital of Paris. Trans- 
lated by Edward P. Fowler, M.D.— New York, Wm. Wood & Co., 27 
Great Jones Street ; 1879. 

This translation of the valuable work of Chas. Richet imon the new 
and interesting subject of the HiyBiology and Histology of Cerebral Con- 
vulsions is timely and appropriate. The learned author, in a note to 
the translator, uses the following complimentary expression : ** He has 
mv f 11 appreciation of the compliment and of the conscientious and 
scholarly manner in which his labor has been performed." The work 
is an octavo volume of 170 pages, illustrated and very neatly gotten up. 

MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS (vegetable kingdom), 
by Charles D. F. Phillips, M.D , F. R. C. 8. E., lecturer on Mate^ 
ria Medica, Westminster Hospital, London.— Edited and adapted to 
the U. 8. Pharmacopea, by Henry Q. Piffkrd, A.M., M.D,, Professor 
of Dermatology, UniveraityoftheCity of NewYork; 8urgeon to Char- 
ity Hospital, etc.— 322 pages ; Wm. Wood <& Co., New York. 

'' This work," said the author in his original preface, ^^ aims at bring- 
ing together in a moderate compass a more extensive series of facts res- 
pecting the action of drugs, and especially a more enlarged view of 
what £90 beei^ do^e ip other poultries thftn will l;^ foi^na ip the or^ 
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dinary text books/' Its present editor, Prof. Piffard, has, in a very able 
manner, condensed the original so as to bring it within the limits of a 
single volume of the present series, and to render it moie useful to the 
American practitioner. From a cursory glance at this work we regard 
it as eminently instructive and practical. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF ARK- 
ANSAS, AT ITS FOURTH ANNUAL SESSION— 1879— AT 
LITTLE ROCK. A work of 93 pages. 

The address of welcome was made by Dr. Geo. C. Hartt, responded to 
by Dr. E. T. Dale. The volume is made up of a number of interesting 
reports and papers. We read with interest the reports of Dr. W. H. 
Hairkins, Chairman of Delegation to American Medical Association : 
of Dr. Lenthicuui, of the Commission State Board of Jlealth: and 
report of Commission on Vital Statistics. We note also as valuable the 
papers of Lr. Shebley on Pneumonia ; Dr. DibbrelPs Surirical Cases, 
Amputations of Knee Joint ; Suggestions on Preventive Medicine, by 
Dr. Bentley ; a Caseof Dissection, by Dr. Jennings , and a Case of Stran- 
gulated Hernia, by Dr. Dale. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEOR- 
GIA.— Thirteenth Annual Session, at Rome, April 16, 17, 18, 1879. 

A neatly gotten up volume of 220 pages. 

The officers and principal committees were published in our Maj' 
number. The following interesting papers appear in the volume before 
us: 

President's Address, by Jno. Thad. Johnson, M.D. 

Annual Oration, by E. H. Richardson, Jr., M.D. 

Quarantine. Its Sanitary and Political Aspect in Relation to the 
Spread of Epidemic Diseases, by J. C. Leflardy, M.D. 

Vellow Fever. Its Origin and Relation to other Malarial f^evers, by 
J. G. Westmoreland, M.D. 

The Yellow Fever Germ on Coast and Inland — Ship and Railroad 
Quarantine, by Henry F. Campbell, M.D. 

Uterine Flexions^ and the btem -Treatment by the Soft-rubber Spring- 
stem Pessary, by Henry F. Campbell, M.D. 

Tobacco Poisoning and its Effects upon the Eye-sight, by A. W. Cal- 
houn, M.D. * 

The Toxic Effects of Bromide of Potassium, by Charles H. Hall, M D. 

Morbid Reflex Excitability, by A. W. Griggs, M.D. 

Phytolacca Decandra as a Remedial Agent in Mastitis, by Wm. F. 
Holt, M.D. 

Traumatic Tetanus, by A. R. Taylor, M.D. 

Pelvic Peritonitis resulting from the Use of Hodges' closed level Pes- 
sary, by H. V. Johnson, M.D. 

Malarial Hematuria, by W. O'Daniel, M.D. 

A Case of Placenta Prsevia, by A. A. Smith, M.D. 

Resection of the shaft of the Tibia, by F. R. Calhoun, M.D. 

Report of the Section on Surgery for the Sixth Congressional District, 
by P. A. Wright, M.D. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL FA- 
CULTY OF THE STATE OF MARY [^ AND.— Eighty-first An- 
nual Session, held at Baltimore, April, 1879. 

A neat voluiae of 196 pages, containing the minutes and a number of 
valuable papers. 

The opening address was by Prof. H. N. Martin. The officers elect 
for the ensuingyear are as follows : 

President :— -Dr. Samuel C. Chew. 

Vice-Presidents : — Drs. H. P. C. Wilson ; Jas. A. Steuart. 

Recording Secretary :— Dr. W. G. Regester. 
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Assistant Secretary :— Dr. Q. Lane Taneyhill. 
Corresponding Secretary r—Dr. J. Edwin Michael. 
Treasurer : — Dr. Judson Oilman. 

Executive Committee :— Drs. P. C. Williams ; Jas. C. Thomas ; Christ- 
opher Jonnston ; L. McLane Tittany ; Chas. G. W. Maggill. 

VEGETARIANISM, THE RADICAL CURE FOR INTEMPER- 
ANCE, by Harriet P. Fowler.— New York, M. L. Holbrook & Co., 

1879. A work of 79 pages. 
This little work contains many hints and practical suggestions bearing 

upon the question of food and intemperance. It will wen repay perusal. 

EPITOME OF SKIN DISEASES, with Formulas for Students and 
Practitioners, by Tilbury Fox, M.D., F. R. C. P., Physician to the 
Department for Skin Diseases, in University College Hospital; Author 
of various works on Skin Diseases, etc. ; and T. C. Fox, M. B.. B. A. 
(Cantab) ; Physician to St. Geoiee's and St James' Dispensary — Second 
American edition, enlarged and revised by the Autnors. — Philadel- 
phia, Henry C. Lea, 1879. 

DISEASES OF THE INTESTINES AND PERITONEVM, by John 
Lyer Bristow, M. D. , J. R. Wardell, M. D. ; J. W. Biqrie, M. 
D. ; 8. O. Habershon, M. D. ; T. B. Curling, F. R. S., and W. H. 
Ransom, M. D., New York.— Wm. Wood & Co., 1879. 

This is a neat work of 240 pages, eontainiug much useful and instruc* 
tive matter in relation to the various important diseases of the intestines, 
peritoneum, etc. It is eminentely practical and should be inthedau 
of every progressive practitioner. 



Recbipted.— 1870 : T. L. Thomaa: A. J. Johnson; Robert L. Tlblw: Ezechiel 
Mann : B. T. Jones ; Z. HofiYnan ; Wm. Perrlneau ; Foster li. Blmpsoii : Mathew Hop- 
kins; P. Pelliam ; J. T. Jolly; Patrick Malone; Martin Foucne; B. Masters: £11 
Gates; T. R. Lanier; li. E. Toombs; J. L. Ix?e; J. E. Mount; J. fcJ. Horaelv j!C. N. 
Howard ; L. M. Woo<i ; F. M. Fltzhugh ; J. W. Beckman ; I). Haygood ; O. M. l)oyle. 
1878 and 79 : W. D. C^bristy ; J. C. Tubb ; L. O. Line<iiin. 



SPEOIi^L HS^OTICES. 



GRAPE WINE for Communion.— The superior qnality and entire purity 
of Hpeer's Port Grape Wine, of New Jersey, and the success tbat pbyslclans have had 
by ItA Use, has induced them to write about it, and caused hundreds of others to 
pre8cril>e it in their practice as the l)eRt and most reliable wine to lie had. It is held 
in great fiivor for evening parties, and for communion purposes. For Mile by Drag- 
gists. 

NEW REMFBIES.— Tanflon to Physlclanii not to condemn a new and 
well reoommenaed remedy, because they have not lound the expected results in its 
use, until they have tried our preparations, which we guarantee (7<*}iu^yie In every 
instance. 

As soon afi a market is created for a new drug, a number of plants of different 
varieties, answering more or less clof^ely to our botanical descriptions, arc ollisred at 
lower prices, than the genuine drug in nuestion. 

In conclusion we advise our irienus to insure the identity of the preparations 
they order, by specifying particularly " PARKE, DAVIS & Co.*8'»and careiully exa- 
mining the labels and cap on each bottle.— 8ee advertisement in this Journal 

l<or sale by all wholenalo and retail druggists. 

<11J1BIIN£ PILIjN of our make are prepared from Sulphate of Quinia of Amer- 
ican manufacture, noted for its purity and excellence. Each Pill contains the full 
complement of material as expressed on the label, without the necessity of adding 
any excess to compensate for impurities. They are perfectly soluble, and physicians 
can depend upon obtaining the full benefit of the valuable remedy in a pleasant 
form. Always specify Wasnsr & Co., and avoid the substitution of cheaper and 
Inferior brands. 
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SEXUAL HYPOCHONDRIASIS. 



BY F. J. BUMSTEAD, M.D. 



No small proportion of the patients who apply at the office of the 
venereal specialist, are afflicted only with hypochondriasis relating either 
to the appearance or the functions of their genital organs. These pa- 
tients may be divided into two classes — first those who are ignorant of 
what the appearances of the genital organs normally are, or how far 
these appearances vary in sound persons, or who are ignorant of the 
influences which affect the functions of these organs in all men, even 
the most healthy. This class of patients, if blessed with common 
sense and confidence in their medical adviser, need only information 
to set them all right. But there is a second class of such patients, un- 
fortunately the more numerous, whose minds are really unsound in 
reference to their sexual organs, who are unwilling to accept the state- 
ment of their physician that there is nothing the matter with them ; 
who go on brooding over their imaginary trouble ; who fall the ready 
victims of quacks ; and who, after leading a miserable existence, a 
burden to themselves and their friends, sometimes become the inmates 
of a lunatic asylum or seek a suicide's death. If such patients cannot 
be made to listen to reason, and a manly spirit cannot be roused up in 
them, there is no hope for them, for neither medicine nor surgery can 
cure them. 

I propose to mention some of the grounds of complaints with the 
subjects of sexual fear, or hypochondriasis, most commonly set forth to 
their physician. 

With some the complaint is almost ludicrous, as for instance that one 
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testicle hangs lower than the other — a condition which prevails with 
the great majority of men. Or the patient thinks that his penis or 
testicles are smaller than they ought to be, even when they are of very 
fair dimensions ; or he complains of an itching or crawling sensation in 
the parts, which is not strange while his thoughts are constantly directed 
upon them. Again it is the cheesy excretion which forms in the fur- 
row at the base of the glans ; a few herpetic vesicles appearing from 
time to time, or a slight eczema of the penis, or the eczema margina- 
tum which is so often developed in the inguinal fold, that makes him 
unhappy. 

A prominent professional man applied to me a few years ago for a 
little follicular abscess on the sheath of the penis, which he kept open 
by constantly picking at it. His mind was perfectly clear on every 
other subject, but was insane on this. He imagined he had syphilis, 
and had communicated it to his wife and children. After a few months 
he committed suicide. 

Again, enlargement of the scrotal veins, or varicocele, is a fruitful 
source of terror to many men. This, indeed, may exist to such an ex- 
tent as to seriously incommode the patient, and to demand surgical in- 
terference ; but, in a moderate degree, it is of trivial moment, and may 
be relieved by wearing a suspensory bandage. 

But nocturnal emissions are the complaint of most of the subjects of 
sexual hypochondriasis, and this they will probably ascribe to mastur- 
bation, which they ignorantly practiced for a time in former years, 
until they had visited one of the vile ** museums of anatomy," which in- 
fest our cities, and, either there or elsewhere, had read the terrible 
pictures of the dire effects of this habit, which quacks are wont to con- 
jure up. Their emissions did not occur until after they had abandoned 
self-abuse, and hence, with illogical reasoning, they * * must be due to 
that practice." Even men in adult life, who have been left widowers 
after years of unimpaired sexual power, will ascribe nocturnal emissions 
— due to their present continence — to early indiscretion. 

The subjects of nocturnal emissions will tell you that, after each 
amission, they feel weak and exhausted ; that they have pain in the 
back ; and that they find their memory failing. They are apt to ima- 
gine also that the natural moisture of the urethra is semen ; that the 
viscid fluid which oozes from the canal on sexual excitement is semen, 
and that they pass semen on straining at stool or in their urine — the 
latter being shown by some shreds which it contains when first passed, 
or by the sediment which is formed on standing. 

Now, these men are to be told some plain truths. Nocturnal emis- 
sions occur independently of the practice of masturbation. Some of 
the most frequent cases I have ever seen have been in men who had 
never committed self-abuse. They are incident to early manhood, es- 
pecially between the ages of fifteen and thirty, and less so as life ad- 
vances. At this period the genital functions are most active ; the secre- 
tion of the semen is constantly going on and must find vent somewhere, 
like a loaded rectum or a distended bladder. For a man in the prime 
of life and living continendy, not to have an occasional nocturnal emis- 
sion, is a rare exception. The frequency of these emissions will vary 
consistently with health, and will depend somewhat upon the purity of 
the thoughts of the individual, and upon whether the sexual desires 
have already been excited as by masturbation, illicit sexual intercourse, 
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•or the marriage state. Hence ma^turbators and widowers will be more 
•exposed to them than those who have been continent from their youth 
up. With regard to their frequency, it may be said in general that 
ronce a month or once a fortnight is most common, but they may take 
place as often as two or three times a week without detriment to the 
health. They are very apt to occur in groups ; and this is a point to be 
mentioned to patients, /. <?., he may be free from them for several weeks, 
and then will have two or three on successive nights or the same night. 

In ninety-nine cases out of one hundred, these emissions require no 
medical or surgical treatment. The chief danger from them lies in the 
patient attaching undue importance to them, in dwelling upon them, 
and making himself miserable over them. If he can be induced to 
.give his mind and body pure thoughts and healthy exercise, and to look 
upon their occurrence as a physical necessity, nature will take care of 
the rest. 

It is now many years ago since a young man who, like most young 
men, had not been entirely free from self-abuse, picked up a pamphlet 
written by the late Dr. Bell, superintendent of the McLean Insane 
Asylum, in which the sin and degradation and the evils of masturba- 
tion were set forth. He at once abandoned the habit, but nocturnal 
emissions occurred and became a terror to him. He called upon Dr. 
Bell, and his first words, after announcing his mission, were to thank 
him for writing the pamphlet he had read. To his surprise. Dr. Bell 
jeplied that he was sorry he had ever written it ; that the first edition 
was exhausted, and that he would never allow another to be published. 
►<< Why?'' ** Because I believe that what I said of the possible evils of 
imasturbation and nocturnal emissions was overdrawn and has done 
more harm by the fear it has excited in young men, than a continuance 
•of the practice itself would have done." ** Well ! what medicine shall 
I take?" ** No medicine whatever." (Second surprise of the young 
man.) "I shall only lay down some hygienic rules for you to follow. 
You must expect your nocturnal emissions to occur from time to time, 
Tjut must not mind them. They will be less and less frequent as you 
.grow older, and if you ever get married they will cease. " 

The young man had strength of mind enough to appreciate this ad- 
-vice and follow it. He found every word of the doctor's prognosis 
in his case to come true ; and in hundreds of such cases which he after- 
wards met with in practice, when himself a physician, the same advice, 
when accepted and followed, always proved successful. 

As intimated above, matrimony might be regarded as the best pres- 
cription whenever practicable, under such conditions of mutual attach- 
ment, etc. , which are necessary to make married life happy. To marry 
-simply for the sake of sexual intercourse is likely to lead to greater un- 
happiness than can ever be caused by nocturnal emissions. 

Illicit sexual intercourse as a substitute for matrimony, is never to be 
recommended — first, because it is morally wrong, and the physician 
would take upon himself a fearful responsibility in advising it; and 
second, because the excesses, which fornication always leads to, have 
an effect directly opposite to the one desired. 

In an admirable lecture — Clinical Lectures and Essays, by Sir James 
Paget, London, 1875 — ^^ sexual hypochondriasis. Sir James Paget 
:says: 

* * Many of our patients will ask you about sexual intercourse, and 
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some will expect you to prescribe fornication. I would just as soom 
prescribe theft or lying, or anything else that God has forbidden. If 
men will practice fornication or uncleanncss, it must be of their own 
choice and on their sole responsibility. We are not to advise that which, 
is morally wrong, even if we have some reason to think a patient's- 
health would be better for the wrong-doing. But in cases before us, 
and I can imagine none in which I should think differently, there is 
not ground enough for so much as raising a question about wrong-doings 
Chastity does no harm to mind or body, its discipline is excellent ; mar- 
riage can be safely waited for ; and among the many nervous and hy- 
pochondriacal patients who have talked to me about fornication, I have 
never heard one say that he was better or happier for it ; several have 
said that they were worse, and many I know have been made worse." 
In all cases of frequent nocturnal emissions, the genital organs should 
be examined, and whether phimosis exists or not, if the prepuce be 
long and redundant, circumcision is to be recommended. A very 
marked varicocele may also render surgical interference desirable. 
(See last number of Record, p. 339, for hygyenic rules.) 

* *X^ %i^ O^ ^^ ^^ ^^ aLl^ ^^ O^ ^^ 

^^ ^f* ^^ ^^ ^^ ^R 4^* ^^ ^^ ^^ 

In one severe case of nocturnal emissions, occurring several times^ 
every night. Prof. J. H. Pooley made a perineal incision, similar to» 
that for median lithotomy, into the urethra just at the apex of the pros- 
tatic gland, and diverted the urine from its natural channel for a time. 
The result is reported to have been successful, but whether due to the 
mental or physical effect of the operation may be questioned. 

A few words are still necessary with regard to the special complaints 
made by these patients to their medical adviser, and which have for the 
most part been enumerated. Trifling as they may appear to him, 
they should yet be fully explained to them. The lassitude and back- 
ache which they experience after an emission, is nothing more than 
any person of impaired nervous power would feel after a long walk or 
other exercise. Their loss of memory is purely imaginary. They 
should be told that the natural condition of the urethra is one of mois- 
ture, like the inside of the mouth ; that the amount of moisture will 
vary at different times ; that it is especially liable to be increased by the 
erethism, occurring either with or without the knowledge of the patient 
during the hours of sleep, and hence is most perceptible in the morn- 
ing on rising ; that it is perfectly natural in men as in the lower animals 
to have the end of the penis smeared with a clear viscid fluid when 
under sexual excitement (nature's object probably being to facilitate in- 
tromission) ; that a cloud or sediment will form in the most normal 
urine when allowed to stand for a few hours, and that no pair of optic 
ever born, unassisted by the microscope, could discover the presence: 
of semen. But even should it occur, as it sometimes does, that a fluid 
actually containing spermatozoa, is pressed out from the canal, espe- 
cially on straining in passing a hard stool, it is nothing more than that 
overflow from the vesiculae seminales, to which continent persons in 
robust health are liable. Spermatozoa left in the canal after such exer- 
tion, and particularly after a wet dream during the night, will naturally 
be washed away by, and be found in the urine the next time it is 
passed. 

The picture that I have given of masturbation and seminal emission* 
is very different from the one drawn by Lallemand and by the charla.- 
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tans of the present day, who, in their circulars, represent impotence, 
•diseases of the heart, consumption, paralysis, insanity and idiocy as a 
few of the consequences of self-abuse, which can only be cured by some 
nostrum of which they hold the secret. Masturbation is injurious, de- 
grading and beastly enough, not to require to be painted in any colors 
which are not consistent with truth. 

I have taken occasion to make inquiries of some of the most eminent 
physicians of our insane asylums, as to what extent masturbation should 
be regarded as a cause of insanity, and they have expressed the de- 
'Cided opinion that it was mental weakness that led to masturbation, and 
not masturbation that led to mental weakness and insanity. Paget's 
words on this point are worth quoting : 

* * You may teach positively that masturbation does neither more nor 
less harm than sexual intercourse practiced with the same frequency in 
the same conditions of general health and age and circumstance. Prac- 
ticed frequently by the very young, that is at any time before or at the 
beginning of puberty, masturbation is very likely to produce exhaus- 
tion, effeminacy, over-sensitiveness and nervousness ; just as equally 
frequent copulation at the same age would probably produce them. 
•Or, practiced every day, or many times in one day, at any age, either 
masturbation or copulation is likely to produce similar mischiefs or 
greater. And the mischiefs are especially likely or nearly sure to 
happen and to be greatest, if the excesses are practiced by those who, 
Zby inheritance or circumstances, are liable to any nervous disease — to 
* spinal irritation,' epilepsy, insanity or any other. But the mischiefs 
are due to the quantity, not to the method, of the excesses ; and the 
quantity is to be estimated in relation to age and the power of the 
nervous system. I have seen as numerous and as great evils conse- 
•quent on excessive sexual intercourse as on excessive masturbation ; 
but I have not seen or heard anything to make me believe that occa- 
sional masturbation has any other effects on one who practices it than 
has sexual intercourse, nor anything justifying the dread with which 
sexual hypochondriacs regard the having occasionally practiced it. I 
wish I could say something worse of so nasty a practice ; an unclean- 
liness, a filthiness forbidden by God, an unmanliness despised by men. " 

There are other complaints of the sexual hypochondriac, into which 
we have not the space to fully enter. I refer particularly to those odd 
-caprices which these organs sometimes exhibit under varying mental 
emotion — even in the most robust and healthy individuals. Perhaps 
the most frequent complaint is that of too speedy ejaculation in the 
rsexual act, which may take place on attempting intercourse with any 
woman or with some one woman in particular, especially if the attempt 
he the first one with her. Here the mind is chief! v at fault : over- 
.anxiety to perform the act well is very likely to lead to its being per- 
formed badly. It occurs less frequently in married Hfe than in single, 
4ind is a defect which diminishes with age, as old men well know. If 
art can do anything to hasten its cure, it will be by means already men- 
tioned : circumcision, if the prepuce be long ; the cold sound in cases 
^f irritability of the prostate, ergot and the tincture of iron internally: 
last but not least matrimony, or in lieu of that, some other object in 
life than sexual gratification. 

Cases of absolute impotence in men of good health, and who have 
Jiot greatly abused their powers, must be rare 3 1 can recall but three 
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or four in many years of practice.- These I have treated with almost 
every "remedy which I had ever heard of, but I cannot say that I ever 
did any good to the patient. Most frequently the impotence is merely an 
imaginary evil, but, like the boy who did not want to go into the water 
before he knew how to swim, the patient desires to be satisfied before- 
hand of his competency. This he cannot do by trial with women of 
the town ; the conditions under which such attempts are made are ob- 
viously so different from those of married life as to require no comment. 

Finally, the satisfactory accomplishment of the sexual act will be in- 
fluenced by the merest whim or fancy. One man will be told by a 
friend some story of his sexual weakness, and, with this in his memory, 
he too for a time will find himself defective. A coarse word or some 
personal remark made by a woman may take away all desire for her, 
while the desire and the power remain the same for others. Excessive 
desire, especially with gratification long delayed, may also temporarily^ 
deprive a man of his power. Ribaud, in Traite de Tlmpuissance et 
de la Sterilite, relates a story of a young Frenchman living in the coun- 
try, where he was initiated into the pleasures of Venus by a governess, 
who was a blonde and always wore, when she met him, English boots, 
corsets and silk dress. When old enough it became desirable for family^ 
reasons that he should be married, but he found himself impotent ex- 
cept under the following conditions : the woman must be dressed, 
must be a blonde, must wear English boots, corsets and a silk dress, in 
which case his powers were all that could be desired. Under the pre- 
tense of giving him a powerful medicine, Ribaud administered a **pla- 
cebo," which cured him. 

This story is here told to show how much a man^s powers are influ- 
enced by his mental condition, and to enforce the importance of paying 
attention to the morale as well as the physique in the treatment of disor- 
ders of the genital functions. — American Practitioner. 



A REMARKABLE CASE OF WOUND TO THE BRAIN^ 



BY THOS. O. SUMMERS, M.D., OF NASHVILLE, TENN. 



There is perhaps no literature so uninviting to a practitioner who 
relies upon his Journal for keeping en rapport with the advances of the 
day, than reports of cases. And yet there are some cases which arise 
in the daily practice of the surgeon especially, which throw great light 
upon modes of procedure involving annoying perplexity, since the 
general works upon surgery, from the very nature of the' case, cannot 
guide the operator in details, on which the success of an operation fre- 
quently hangs. The report which I propose now to submit, offers one 
of that character, and may furnish guidance in others likely at any time- 
to occur. 

One very warm evening in October, 1876, a messenger came into- 
my office from the Coroner, requesting me to come at once to make an 
autopsy upon a man who ''had been killed in a difficulty in a saloon, 
near by." 

On arriving at the place I found the jury just about organizing, and. 
the subject lying upon the floor in a pool of blood and brain matter,. 
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apparently lifeless. Upon examination I found the pulse slill beating, 
and signs of reaction, which of couiic called the inquest to a halt, and 
I suggested to the worthy Coroner, more jocularly than otherwise, that 
I mignt yet cheat him out of his fcfe, and set immediately to work. 
With a little warm water I syringed out the wound, the opening of 
which I found just one quarter of an inch in front of the meatus audi- 
torius externus. Having thus cleared out the track of the wound, I 
let a flexible filiform bougie drop mto it, and found by delicate mani- 
pulation that the ball had ranged slightly forward along the upper sur- 
face of the petrous portion of the temporal bone of the left side — the 
side of entrance — passing just over the Casserian ganglion, breaking off 
the left posterior clinoid process of the sphenoid, and finally becoming 
lost upon the right side, just in front of the petrous portion of the right 
temporal bone. I carefully removed all spicula of bone and the debris, 
of soft tissues destroyed in the track of th • bullet, applied ice to the 
wound, and carried the patient to his home in Edgefield, a mU across^ 
the river, in an ambulance. On visiting him in the nK)ming I found 
him utterly unconscious, breathing heavily with slight stertor. There 
was considerable singultus, and subsultus tendinum m the flexors of the 
left forearm. Finding him able to swallow I administered at once two 
drachms of bromide of potassium and proceeded to examine the wound 
more thoroughly. As far as I could gather from the relation of the 
wounded parts, the middle meningeal was the only artery of any im- 
portance which had been cut, and that was closed at both extremities 
by a clot. I made no attempt of course to ligate, but left it to be 
plugged by coagula, relying upon emptying the brain of its blood by 
the action of the bromida and by ice applied externally. The ball being 
a very small one — Smith & Wesson's smallest — I could not introduce 
the smallest speculum, and so trusted entirely to the surgical anatomy 
of the parts, to determine what lesions I had to deal with. Coming to 
the conclusion as above stated, I now ordered three bladders filled 
with ice, to be applied to both temples and to the corona capitis. These 
were not removed for two weeks, except to be replenished with ice. 
I removed the jagged edges of the bone around the wound, and left 
him with two drachms of bromide to be taken three times a day and at 
night the same quantity, with forty grains of hydrate of chloral added. 
I administered on the third day ten grains of calomel, and allowed him 
nothing but broth diet. He gradually improved under this treatment, 
until on the fifteenth day he was able to sit up. There was an entire 
loss of memory concerning all events transpiring after the difficulty, and 
though I visited him twice a day, he never recalled my face, though 
conversing rationally with me concerning his symptoms at every visit. 
His immediate family he seemed to recognize as everything with which 
he was familiar before the difficulty was perfecriy clear. This is a psy- 
chological problem as yet unsolved by me. 

Four weeks after the wound was made, the patient was out and the 
memory soon began to return. The neuralgia, however, was intense, 
and I feared that this might finally destroy entirely the functional acti- 
vity of the brain. Some two months after he returned to work, with 
but little impairment of his cerebral functions. In a short while he 
showed signs of advancing epilepsy, which was, however, gradually con- 
trolled by heavy doses of the bromide of potassium, for which I often 
substituted the bromide of sodium to preserve the integrity of the stom; 
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ach. His appetite was ravenous, but beyond this, and the occasional 
-epileptic attacks, he was just the same mentally, as before the wound- 
ing, though he had lost about two tablespoonfuls of cerebral matter. 
His speech at first was slighdy affeoted, and swallowing difficult. This, 
however, was relieved in the course of time. 

Two years passed away, and during my absence at the epidemic of 
1878, he was engaged in another encounter, and received a ball in 
Scarpa's triangle, I believe, for which he was successfully treated by 
Prof. W. T. Briggs. 

I should further have stated that during the two years intervening 
between the two difficulties, I had placed him under treatment for sec- 
ondary syphilis, giving him daily for several months the enormous 
quantity of one hundred grains of the iodide of potassium in fl. ext. of 
sarsaparilla, until all symptoms had disappeared. Four weeks ago at 
this writing (July ist) I determined to open the wound to determine, if 
possible, the cause of the epileptic fits, which by their frequency and 
violence had incapacitated him for labor and rendered his existence a 
burden to him. He was never for the four months preceding free from 
pain, which yielded to none of the ordinary remedies. I dared not 
use opium upon him for fear of producing hyperaemia of the brain. 

Assisted by Dr. R. W. Steger, I laid back a flap from over the 
"wound, which we found puffed out with a membranous sac, enveloping 
pus and a small piece of bone pressing directly upon the brain. All 
of this was carefully removed, and the former track of the wound ex- 
plored. We found this perfectly free from obstruction, a canal of 
connective tissue having formed a protecting covering to the lacerated 
brain surface of the channel. The tfrephine and Hay's saw were ap- 
plied to smooth the projecting edges' of bone, and with the elevator 
and scissors, the depressed callous was extracted. The flap was loosely 
laid back over the wound and left to heal, which it did with not a 
single unfavorable symptom — the patient rapidly recovering with no 
5ign of epilepsy, and perfect immunity from the distressing nenralgia 
Ainder which he had so terribly suffiered. 

The response of this patient to the remedial means employed was 
indeed remarkable, and his recovery almost miraculous. 

We have several cases recorded in which the brain suffered even a 
jgreater extent of lesion than this, but none, I am safe in the assertion, 
which so closely involved vital structures, and under circumstances 
more unfavorable to complete recovery, I have given thus the details 
of this ckse, as I believe it worthy of record in the history of surgery. 
— Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 



LOCAL TREATMENT OF DISEASES OF THE SKIN. 



BY L. DUNCAN BULKLEY; A.M., M.D., 
Physician to Bkin Department, Demilt Dispensary* New York. 



Scabies. — If there is any one disease which more than another de- 
monstrates the advances in dermatology during the present century, 
that disease is scabies, and this more than any other establishes the 
value of a correct diagnosis and properly devised and effectually admi- 
nistered local treatment. In any large collection of books and mono- 
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graphs on skin diseases many essays can be found discussing the sub- 
ject of the internal origin of ** the itch," and the danger of curing it by 
local measures, which, of course, are entirely refuted by the practice 
of to-day ; and as an extreme offset to this may be placed the fact that 
in the Hopital St. -Louis, Paris, these cases are never admitted to the 
hospital, but are cured by local treatment in less than two hours, 
the patient then returning to his home and occupation. As a basis or 
model the method there employed may be briefly stated. 

The patient receives a ticket which passes him to the bath-house, 
and prescribes the course for the itch. The clothes are all taken off, 
wrapped in a bundle, and while the patient is undergoing the process 
they are submitted to a high dry temperature in an oven, heated, I 
believe, by superheated steam. The patient is now rubbed from head 
to foot with green soap (sapo viridis, a strong potash soft soap) for half 
an hour ; then he enters a warm bath, remaining in it for another half- 
hour, and the third half-hour is occupied by a thorough and vigorous 
friction of the entire body with the following ointment : 

a Sulphuris loti ., gij. 

Potass. cart)onat 5 iv. 

Ung. simp] ., giij. M 

This ointment is left on the body until the next day, to insure tho- 
rough action upon any acari which may be left, and to disinfect the 
clothes. The patient then, if desired, takes a bath on the following 
day, puts on clean clothes, and is cured, if the processes have each 
been conducted with sufficient diligence and vigor. 

It may be somewhat difficult to carry out just this plan outside of 
a hospital, but with few modifications it is the one I resort to, both in 
public and private practice, and I tell the patients that they should be 
cured in a very short time if they will do their part. 

Many skins in this country would be irritated to a very considerable 
degree by severe friction with a very strong sulphur ointment (and it is 
to be remembered that the pharmacopoeial ointment is of the strength 
of one part of sulphur to two of lard), and various other measures are 
recommended and may be employed with good results. Especially is 
it necessary to use milder preparations with women and children, and 
perhaps the most common with me is the following : 

B Styracis liquid .^Uto^iv. ' 

Unguent, sulphuris SU to ^iv. 

Unguent, aquae rosse, ad % ij. 

M. Fiat unguent. 

In strong men with tough skins I not unfrequently use the ordinary 
sulphur ointment in full strength. 

The following is Hebra's ointment for scabies : 

B Sulphuris llor., oleicadini aa J^X. 

Saponis viridis, adipis aa ^ij. 

Cretse preparat 3 vi. 

M. Fiat ungueut. 

This is rather a strong application, and should not be used too vi- 
gorously on delicate skins. 

One of the most difficult questions to decide often is how much of an 
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eruption is due lo the scabies and how much to the remedies employed ; 
for not infrequently the eruption will seem to be much aggravated and 
it will be thought that the disease is on the increase, whereas renewed 
and augmented vigor of treatment will but still aggravate the case. In 
such cases it must be remembered that scabies cannot grow much worse 
rapidly, and if there has really been an active application of a well- 
known and well-tried remedy we may be pretty sure that the disease 
itself is arrested, that is, that the insects are killed, and we may safely 
wait, and by means of cooling remedies, internal and external, such as 
alkaline baths, etc., as before recommended for acute skin irritation^ 
seek to allay the artificial eruption we have excited. 

But again, it may then be necessary to give another course of the 
anti-parasitic remedies, if there still remains any itching after the sub- 
sidence of the acute symptoms ; for we must always bear in mind the 
possibility that the applications were not thoroughly made, as directed, 
or also the possibility of reinfection from some other member of the 
family or from the clothes. 

Scabies is not at all a frequent disease in this country, but cases of it 
occasionally occur which are a great opprobrium to the medical attend- 
ant from want of thoroughness of the cure. Some public institutions 
are hardly ever free from cases of scabies. 

Scleroderma. — Little need be said of the local treatment of sclero- 
derma, because, unfortunately, but little can be done internally or ex- 
ternally to arrest the progress of this distressing affection. The only 
measure which has been at all favorably reported on is galvanism, and 
that applied locally. I have had opportunity to follow this method satis- 
factorily in but a single case, which, however, yielded reasonably good 
results : the parts softened, and the limb and foot, which were before 
almost useless from the hide-bound condition of the skin, were restored 
to activity ; when last seen, some yeats since, there was still, however, 
some of the stiffness remaining. 

The mode of application consists in placing the positive pole upon a 
neighboring portion of healthy skin, while the negative electrode (a 
wet sponge or carbon) is passed over the affected part for a number of 
minutes, say averaging a quarter of an hour each sitting. The strength 
of the current is to be determined by the sensations of the patient ; any- 
where from five to twenty cells may be used. 

Baths and emollient applications as ointments afford a certain amount 
of relief; my inclination would now be to employ the compound iodine 
ointment, used with patient friction, care being taken not to break the 
skin. 

Scrofuloderma. — Scrofuloderma, as distinct from ordinary lupus 
vulgaris, yields sometimes surprisingly to local treatment. Iodine 
takes first rank, and applications of the compound iodine ointment will 
occasionally give excellent results. Where greasy applications are not 
well borne, the compound solution of iodine will be found to be very 
serviceable, painted on the part or gently rubbed in. 

Destructive remedies, caustics, etc., are not well borne by these in- 
dolent neoplastic growths, which either refuse to heal after their use or 
are followed by disfiguring cicatrices, which in turn take on the same- 
phase of lowered vital growth. 
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Seborrh(ea. — Local treatment must not be too much trusted to in 
any of the forms of seborrhoea, although the effect of local treatment is 
often very surprising. The subject is a very large one, and will have 
to be discussed in reference to the various forms in which this derange- 
ment of the sebaceous secretion occurs. 

Commencing, then, for convenience, with the hairy scalp, we will 
remember that there are two forms of the affection seen here. First, 
that which best merits the name, that is, seborrhoea oleosa, but which 
is comparatively rare, where there is a real increase flux of oily matter^ 
which sometimes, as we have seen it, occurs to the extent of making 
the scalp to be almost dripping with oil ; the hair is disagreeable to 
handle and emits an unpleasant odor. 

Here astringents are called for. The local treatment consists in 
part in frequently shampooing the scalp, and the most convenient ap- 
plication for this is a solution of the sapo viridis after the following 
formula : 

B Saponis viridis ,^ iv. 

Alcohol jy. 

M. Filtra et adde : 

Sprts. lavanduli 5 J. 

M. Faciatlotio. 

Pouring a little on the head it is rubbed well with the fingers, a little 
water being sprinkled also on the scalp; this forms a good lather, which, 
after some further rubbing, may be washed off. Immediately after 
drying the hair, an ointment of tannin (3J ad gj) is to be well rubbed in 
to the roots of the hair, and to be reapplied every night. The washing; 
is to be repeated every second or third night, or when the oiliness be- 
comes obnoxious. 

After using the ointment for a little while, say a week or so, a wash 
will probably serve better, and the following may be substituted for the 
ointment : 

R Acidi carbolioi ~ ^bb. 

Qlyeerini .• 5J. 

Aquae rosse f Iv. 

M. Faciat lotio. 

Or we may at once proceed with a more stimulating application, and 
the following will serve a good purpose : 

R Tine, cantbarid 3 ij. 

Tine, capslci..... jlv. 

Olei rlcinl 3 iij. 

Sprts. vini rectif .? ij. 

Sprts. roris marinse, ad ^ iv 

M. Faciat lotio. 

Care must be exercised in using this latter, as, in a skin with much 
tendency to eczema, it is capable of exciting considerable inflammation, 
as I have witnessed. 

The more common form of seborrhoea of the scalp is seen in the form 
of more or less oily scales, which may accumulate into considerable 
masses, or may, becoming dry, fall continually and form much of the 
dandruff, often so very annoying. The local treatment of this, which 
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is also an abnormal action of the sebaceous glands, is stimulating, like 
that just mentioned. If the scales are very thick and at all hard, so 
that washing would not remove them, the head may be first thoroughly 
soaked over night with some kind of oil — and the sweet almond oil re- 
commends itself on account of its freedom from objectionable features, 
as rancidity, odor, etc. The next morning it is well washed off. 

The washing may be accomplished by means of the alcoholic solution 
•of soap previously mentioned, or tar soap answers very well, and is 
indeed a very common prescription with me. 

After the washing it is even more imperative to have the subsequent 
^application used immediately, that is, as soon as the scalp is at all dry, 
in order that the remedy may reach the affected part before there is an 
opportunity for the scales to reform. In my experience about the best 
application is citrine ointment diluted with three times the amount of 
the unguentum aquae rosae of the pharmacopoeia, to which a few drops 
•of an essential oil, as bergamot, geranium, or rose, jnay be added. 
Later on a small amount of cantharides may be added to the ointment 
^ith advantage. 

This ointment is to be well and thoroughly rubbed into the roots of 
Jthe hair ; it is not to be put on the palm of the hand and applied as a 
pomade, but to be inserted with the ends of the fingers, generally by 
another party, deep among the hairs upon the surface of the scalp itself. 
The ointment is to be thus rubbed in daily, and the head may be 
washed as frequently as the greasiness of the scalp demands, generally 
'twice or three times a week. 

But I have seen cases where I believe that the disease was kept up 
iby too frequent washings, and I give a caution to that effect. 

The stimulating washes previously given are equally applicable in 
this dry form of seborrhcea capitis, and may be used with advantage. 
•Sometimes ammonia suits the scalp better, and the following prescrip- 
tion will be found of great service : 

B Tine, capsici ^iv. 

Liq. ammonise 3 ij to 3 iv. 

Glycerin 3 ij to 3 vi. 

Aquse rosae, ad Jiv. 

M. Faciat lotio. 

When the scalp is tender, and when the scales continue to form after 
this treatment, the following mild and very soothing wash, if continued 
for some time, will prove ultimately successful : 

B Plumbl acetat gr. viij. 

Olei ricini ^iv. 

Olei bergam 3 as to 3 j. 

SptB. vini rectif. ^i^ss. 

M. Faciat lotio. 

1 

But it must never be forgotten that seborrhcea is a local manifesta- 
tion of general weakness, and that constitutional remedies are neces- 
sary to a cure. — Arch. Dermatology, 



A MAP of Japan recently compiled at Yokohama from native sources 
shows that the Japanese are almost as strictiy accurate in coast survey- 
ing as the best European naval officers. 
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ELECTR O' THERAPE UTICS. 



BY WILLIAM F. HUTCHINSON, A.M., M.D., PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

Where the galvanic bath is not available, and, on account of the 
great cost of its establishment and maintainance, it is rarely so, we must, 
fall back upon general galvanization to obtain similar effects at a much, 
greater expenditure of time and trouble. That is to say, what may be 
done in the bath by one or two weekly applications, requires daily^ 
work in this way. 

With the sixteen-cell battery already described, a stool with the 
center of the seat replaced by a felt covered copper plate, and two or 
three broad carbon points covered with wash leather and a foot tub of 
hot water, we are ready for this form of sitting. 

It is best to have the patient entirely undressed, and then covered 
with a loose flannel dressing-gown, which will at once protect from ex- 
posure and allow free access to all parts of the body. Each pitient 
should bring his or her own dressing-gown, for which a wardrobe may 
be provided. Moisten thoroughly the felt-covered plate in the stool 
with a weak solution of salt in water as hot as can be comfortably 
borne, and seat your patient thereupon in such a way that the gown 
will cover his legs, feet and the stool. Connect the plate by a set-screw 
with the negative pole of the battery, attach a broad carbon point, 
thoroughly wet, to the other cord, and begin with four cells to stroke 
downward the spinal column from the fifth cervical vertebra to the 
sacrum. Do not go higher, or flashes, indicating cerebral stimulus, 
will be produced. Gradually increase the tension until a sharp tingling 
is felt, and continue, always stroking downward, until the skin is tho- 
roughly reddened, probably about seven or eight minutes. 

Although Remak and Benedikt place great importance upon the 
current direction, I have been unable to satisfy myself that it makes 
any essential difference in results in general galvanization, and am of 
the opinion that it is immaterial which pole is uppermost. 

Next, change the hand electrode to the epigastrium over the solar 
plexus, and let it remain for three or four minutes. Then the long 
thoracic nerve and its tracts of supply on each side, and change the 
stool connection for one with a plate, which I have set in the side of 
the foot tub, or to another electrode, which may be simply dropped 
into the water. This, with the patient holding the first carbon point in 
either hand until the palm is aglow and perspiring, a period of eight or 
ten minutes, finishes the sitting. 

Too much stress cannot be laid upon two cardinal points in galvanic 
or electrical, treatment, and if these be neglected, not only will the 
most persistent work be barren of good results, but absolute harm may^ 
and sometimes does, follow. Never use a current strong enough to 
cause pain, nor make a sitting long enough to tire a patient. 

Two years ago, while watching my friend Dr. Onimus, of Paris, at 
work, I was surprised to see the very short time, rarely exceeding six. 
minutes, alloted to each patient, and still more to hear him say that his 
results were better than formerly when he made longer applications. 
Although I did not agree with him altogether, I am satisfied that all 
the benefit to be obtained from a galvanic application can be gotten ia 
a much less space of time than that usually employed, and that many- 
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ill effects which have been attributed to the use of galvanism are due to 
its unskilful handling, of which one chief evidence is fatigue arising 
from too long a sitting. 

I have found the value of general galvanization most evident in 
cases of neurasthenia Americana, the variety of nerve exhaustion to 
which our women seem more liable than their sisters in other lands, 
and which, from the invariability of its train of symptoms not seen as a 
whole in other countries, led me to name the disease, or rather absence 
of normal force, from the place which has had the melancholy honor of 
being its home. No practitioner is unacquainted with its most annoy- 
ing and persistent victim. 

Anaemic, meagre and sallow, narrow-shouldered and wide-jointed, 
with lustreless eyes, decayed teeth, brittle hair, and a skin covered 
with pimples, she is actually suffering from generations of mince pie, 
saleratus biscuits and pork. 

The sins of the father shall be visited upon the children, and these 
aches, this debility, this absolute cumbering of the ground mammal is 
the direct outgrowth of a hundred years of systematic neglect of all sani- 
tary law. She generally comes from the country, has neuralgia in 
every square inch of her body, a yarn to spin about her ailments as 
long as the sailor's top-gallant brace, and has been the terror of every 
doctor whose office was within her reach. Her metropolitan sister is 
merely a modifted form of the same genus, changed in externals by 
dress and surroundings, but the same aufond; and they are both un- 
comfortable cases to handle. So they finally drop into the specialist's 
hands, and are at least valuable as * * striking examples " upon which to 
exhibit the marvellous vitalizing effects of galvanism. 

With a rigid diet and sanitary law, stricdy enforced, and a daily 
sitting of the kind above described, they frequently recover with a ra- 
pidity that is simply disgusting to the doctors who have in vain expend- 
ed upon them hours of time and pounds of drugs. — -Med. and Surgical 
Brief. 

GONORRHCEA. 



BY DR. H. M. LAWSON, OF GEORGIA. 



Several having inquired how I use the bandage spoken of in my little 
article on the treatment of gonorrhoea in the August number of the 
Journal, please allow me to reply through the Record, as others may 
desire the same information. 

The bandage is used in this manner : 

Take a bandage three or four feet long, one inch wide ; split one end 
six inches ; wrap the pepis from tip to pubis ; cross the tails behind the 
scrotum, and tie above the penis in front. 

Before the bandage is appled (I use it only at night in these cases), 

my instructions are : Urinate, inject, apply the bandage at bed time. 

2d. What proportion of guaiac and rosin do you use and in .what 
dose ? 

B Red rosin .? ij. 

Gum guaiac ^ 8s. 
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Reduce to coarse powder, add one quart of gin and allow to stand 
twelve or twenty-four hours. Dose, a tablespoonful three times a day. 

Use only the hard, red rosin found around old scars, other kinds are 
of little value. 

3d. What injection is best ? 

While in the army I had to use chloride of zinc, having nothing 
else ; finding it sufficient for most cases, I still use it, except where 
other injections are indicated. As a general thing, any of the usual 
mjections will answer, if of the proper strength. 

I use the zinc thus : 

R Chloride zinc. « gr. j to iij. 

AquafoDtis gj. 

In patients suffering for the first time, one gr. to the ounce is sufficient, 
but if the disease has become chronic, two grains to the ounce is used. 
In patients who have had the disease once, or oftener, before, I use 
two grains to the ounce, if the case is recent ; three grains, if chronic. 

The injections must be used six or seven times a day for two days 
(see page 290 of Record), then put the patient upon the rosin and 
guaiac^ and nothing else, and I have yet to see the first case that resists 
the treatment. 

I make my patient use the syringe with water before he leaves my 
office, until he can use it properly ; this is important. I also apply 
the bandage for him the first time myself. 



A SIMPLE METHOD OF PREVENTING MAMMARY 

ABSCESS. 



BY FRANCIS J. SHEPHERD, M. D., M. R. C. S., ENG. 



There is, I suppose, no accident which brings more discredit or 
gives more trouble to the surgeon than the occurrence in his practice 
of a * * broken breast " case. My remedies (such as belladonna, hot 
oil frictions, etc.) have been advocated to prevent this painful affec- 
tion, but I have found none more efficacious and speedy than the 
following simple plan which has been used for years with great success 
by old women in country parts; in fact, it may well be called, what 
indeed it is, an ** old wife's remedy :" When the gland becomes indu- 
rated, painful, and has a glistening red look (symptoms, in fact, of 
approaching suppuration), take a large piece of ordinary sticking 
plaster and cut it a circular shape (a larger or smaller disc, according 
to the size of the affected breast) ; make a hole in the centre large 
enough to allow the nipple and half the areola to be seen, and apply 
this piece of plaster (alter heating it) so that it will cover the ivhole 
breast, and that the nipple will protrude through the aperture in the 
centre. To make the plaster fit more accurately, its circumference 
should be deeply nicked at distances of about an inch. The plaster 
should be left on till the breast softens, or the plaster ceases to exer- 
cise even pressure. This simple method, in the half dozen cases I 
have seen it used, has acted magically, the breast softening and the 
pain disappearing in the course of twenty-four hours. In one case a 
woman, who had suffered on several previous occasions from broken 
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breasts, came to the out-door department of the General Hospital with 
all the symptoms of fast approaching suppuration in her right breast ;. 
in fact, I considered that within twenty-four hours I should be obliged 
to use the knife. However, I said to the students that if there was 
anything in the plaster remedy, this would be a good case in which to- 
try it. I applied the plaster in the way described above. Two days, 
after, the woman returned and said, with a pleased smile, that it was 
the only remedy she had ever tried that had done her any good ; that 
on previous occasions every remedy had failed to prevent her having 
a ** broken breast." On examining the breast, I iound it quite soft, 
painless, and with only one small lump of induration on the upper- 
part, which disappeared in the course of a couple of days. In another 
case, where an abscess, due to depressed nipple, threatened, I applied 
the plaster as before, and in twenty-four hours there was hardly any 
induration, and no pain. In multiparae, where the breast is dependent, 
in addition to covering the breast with plaster, I should advise sup- 
porting the breast by a band of plaster, i^ inches broad, passing, 
under the breast from shoulder to shoulder. I may say that I have 
only used this remedy in cases of threatened abscess, due to distension 
of milk ducts, depressed nipples, and obstruction to a free flow of 
milk, due to exposure of cold. I imagine the plaster acts simply by 
exercising an even pressure on the breast and giving support to it. I 
hope this method will be tried by some of your readers, and that they 
will give the results of their experience of it, beneficial or otherwise. — 
Canada Medical and Surgical Journal y July. 



DRESSING HEAD WOUNDS. 



BY A. G. SMYTH, M.D., OF MISS. 



In the August number of the Record is a short article on the treat- 
ment of wounds, "especially of the head." The writer has had what 
might be termed an extensive observation in the dressing of wounds of* 
the head, such as are made by the kick of a horse, mule, or a blow 
with a stick. In cases where the wound is not lacerated, or with ragged 
or uneven edges, first, remove every trace of hair, blood or anything in 
the way. Stanch the bleeding, if possible ; draw the wound together 
with isinglass plaster so as to close it completely. If thought to be ne- 
cessary apply another covering of plaster. No bandage or other cover- 
ing necessary, nor carbolic acid spray. If there is no secondary hem- 
orrhage or deep suppuration, they almost always heal by first intention, 
leaving but little scar. No tearing out of sutures, no trouble with bac- 
teria or atmospheric influence, so-called. 

The same procedure is applicable to all wounds, no matter where sit- 
uated, provided they can be kept dry, are not top extensive, or are 
liable from muscular motion to be torn asunder. 

Your writer is of opinion that the whole subject is out of place and 
uncalled for; but as the subject of sutures and the question of carbolic 
spray are involved it may be necessary to show that the former can in 
many cases (they are always objectionable) be dispensed with. Also- 
that the disagreeable accompaniments of the latter may be avoided 
without incurring the dangers from bacteria or atmospheric influence. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Galvanic Current in Exophthalmic Goitre. — Dr. Rockwell, 
in N. Y. Med. Record, reports the following cases : 

Case I. The patient, John L , was a pale, slim man, aged 29, 

and by occupation a compositor. The three cardinal symptoms of the 
disease, viz. : exophthalmus, swelling of the thyroid gland, and pal- 
pitation, were present in a marked degree, and in addition there was a 
want of harmony between the movements of the upper eyelid and eye- 
ball, a phenomenon first observed by Von Graefe, and by him regarded 
as pathognomonic. 

The history and antecedents of the case are as follows : The mother, 
now deceased, suffered from epileptic seizures from the earliest remem- 
brance of our patient, while an older sister was the victim of frequent 
and severe attacks of hysteria. The father had been intemperate, and 
died of delirium tremens. It would thus seem that we had in this his- 
tory ground for a belief in the importance of the relation of hereditary 
influences to these conditions. 

The health of the patient up to his twenty-fifth year had been uni- 
formly good, and the only evidence of a neurotic predisposition was an 
occasional and unexplainable tendency to insomnia for a year or so 
previous to the first symptoms of his disease. I first saw the man July 
6, 1879. 

During the summer of 1878 he observed a slight swelling of the thy- 
roid; very soon after, considerable palpitation ; and later still, protrusion 
of the eyeballs. It is to be noted in passing that the order of the onset 
of the symptoms is unusual, the thyroid enlargement usually being 
second in order of development instead of first. 

On my first examination I found the gland enlarged to about the 
size of the fist of a child often years, the pulse beating infirequency 125 
to the minute, while the protrusion of the globe of the eye was as great 
as in any case I have seen. 

By subsequent examination I found that the pulse ranged firom no 
to 130. On three different occasions, when the axillary thermometer 
was used, it marked 100°, 101°, 100.4°. The appetite of the patient 
was poor, his secretions disordered, and his general strength impaired. 
After some preliminary medication of a corrective nature, I gave the 
ordinary prescription of quinine and iron, and at the same time began 
the application of the galvanic current. 

My method of application was as follows : Placing the cathode over 
the cilio-spinal center, and the anode in the auriculo-maxiUary fossa, I 
gradually drew the latter, after a few moments of stabile treatment, 
along the inner border of the sterno-cleido muscle, to its lower end. 
Removing now the anode to the position occupied by the cathode, and 
the cathode to the pit of the stomach, I would continue the treatment 
with a greatly increased strength of current for some moments longer. 
My ordinary measurement of current strength is by the *' shunt" gal- 
vanometer of the long coil variety. 

During the first portion of the operation described, the current was 
sufficiently strong to deflect the needle 15°; during the last half of the 
operation, the deflection was increased to 30°. In other words, as a 
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freshly charged zinc-carbon battery of regulation strength deflects the 
needle about i ° for every cell, a current strength equivalent to fifteen 
and thirty fresh cells was used. In point of fact, however, as some 
deterioration in activity through previous using had occurred, from 
twenty to forty cells were employed. The result of this treatment were 
immediate and of the most positive character. 

The force and rapidity of the heart-beats were greatly modified, and, 
accompanying, or rather following, by a week or ten days, the subsi- 
dence of the violent palpitation, there was a very noticeable decrease 
of the exophthalmus. A decrease in the size of the thyroid was not 
observed until some days after, and disappeared with less rapidity than 
the other symptoms. In order to hasten the cure, I very carefully per- 
formed electrolysis on two occasions, and with evident benefit. 

At the date of writing, August 20th, after having received fifteen (15) 
applications, the patient has, so far as relates to the palpitation and ex- 
ophthalmus, entirely recovered. 

The goitre has decreased in sizfe fully two-thirds, and is quite hard 
and firm, a change which is to be attributed, in all probability, to a hy- 
perplasia of the glandular tissue taking the place of the dilated vessels. 

From this time forward, the important point in this somewhat re- 
markable case will relate to the degree of permanency of the apparent 
jecovery. 

Case 2. Mrs. G^ , aged about 40, came to me for the relief of 

an exophthalmic goitre, May 3, 1876. The eyes were much protruded, 
the thyroid promment, and the cardiac palpitation violent. The aver- 
age firequency of the pulse was about 115, but on various occasions I 
found that it was beating at the rate of 140 to the minute. The patient 
was annoyed by profuse bilateral perspiration, the pupils were en- 
larged, and vertigo was a frequent symptom. The appetite was gene- 
rally good, but she complained of much nausea. 

She referred to one other symptom, which, if related to the disease 
as an effect, as it would seem, was quite new to me. Subsequent to the 
•development of the three cardinal symptoms, which occurred m the 
following order : Palpitation, thyroid enlargement, exophthalmus, a 
•swelling appeared near the pit of the stomach, which in size and vigor of 
pulsation was more marked than the goitre. I may remark that Dr. 
S. S. Purple, of New York, had attended the patient in several con- 
finements, and was cognizant of the disease in question. 

Dr. Purple informed me that she had suffered much from malarial 
poison, to which, together with the effects of a labor of some severity 
shortly previous, might possibly be attributed the symptoms in ques- 
tion. The first signs of the disease were manifest some three years be- 
fore she came under my observation. 

I administered to this patient seventeen applications, ten of which 
were with the galvanic current, locally applied, while seven were with 
the faradic current, and were more general in their nature. Amelio- 
ration followed very quickly, and at this date the only symptoms of the 
disease is an almost imperceptible swelling of the thyroid, and, in a 
modified form, a tendency to occasional cardiac palpitations. 

Appearance of the Tongue in Diseases. — ^The appearance 
'Of the tongue will tell us, ist. — The condition of the digestive organs, 
^d. Function of nutrition and assimilation. 3d. The condition of 
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the blood. All of which we want to know from every patient before 
we can make, in many cases, a rational or scientific prescription. 

Some of the peculiar appearances of the tongue in numerous dis- 
eases are the broad, white-coated, pallid tongue ; or the deep red sleek 
tongue. Then we have the pinched, shrunken, elongated, full, yellow- 
furred, violet, dark brown tongue, with many other varieties. 

We shall now attempt to describe all the above appearances, as 
found in various diseases, but only call attention to the first two forms : 

1. The broad, pallid, white-furred tongue, whether found in acute 
or chronic disease, and even in the same disease at different stages, it 
matters not, always indicates the want of the alkaline elements of the 
body. The patient that has such a tongue never wants an acid drink, 
because his system is already acid, whether the acid is in the stomach 
or blood it matters not. In such cases, with our usual prescription we 
must give alkalies, such as sulphate or bicarbonate of soda, in order 
to neutralize the acid. Then and not till then, will our remedies act 
kindly and much more prompdy, and the patient improve more rap- 
idly. Now, if the acids are prescribed when the tongue is broad and 
j>allid, the system being full of acids already, it will be seen at once 
that no improvement could or should be expected. I remember before 
I was aware of this rule, I coiild not see why my remedies did not im- 
prove the patient; but now I give the proper alkali, removing the acid, 
then the remedies act more promptly, the tongue changes to a better 
appearance, and the patient improves correspondingly. The acid con- 
dition of the system is probably more often found in acute than in 
chronic diseases ; at least, that is my observation. It needs but a trial 
to test this principle ; I have never known it to fail. I do not pretend 
to explain why the tongue looks thus when there is a superabundance 
'Of acid in the system. 

2. The deep, sleek tongue, with a sHght coat at the base, indicates 
just the opposite condition ; here the system is in an alkaline state, no 
matter in what form of disease. Then some kind of acids must be 
given to neutralize the superabundance of the alkali before other reme- 
dial agents will or ever can have the proper effect. All persons that 
have this peculiar tongue desire acid drinks. This tongue is often, 
(though not always) seen in erysipelas, typhoid fever, and many other 
diseases, where the tr. chloride of iron or muriatic acid will be the 
leading remedies. But if the system was in an acid condition, known 
by the broad, pallid tongue, those remedies would do more harm 
than good. Now I do not wish to inculcate the idea that alkalies 
or acids will cure any disease, but the above appearances of the 
tongue are indicative of specific physical conditions, and those 
remedies are adjuvants, paving the way and assisting specific 
remedies. 

The other peculiar appearances of the tongue above-named each 
Jiave a significance, and one very important to learn; not only 
being a material element in making a diagnosis and prognosis, but 
are also indicative of treatment. Many of our best remedies fail in 
•chronic diseases just for the want of this simple knowledge, and 
ithis is one reason why remedies will remove the disease in one pa- 
tient and fail in another, though they may have the same disease 
and the same remedies. Take rheumatism: sometimes an alkaline 
treatment will cure. Failure often lies in the physician, not in the 
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remedies. The grand secret is to know which of the two is de- 
manded for the particular form of the disease. — Dr. Henning m 
Country Prac, 

Memoranda for the Disinfection of Yellow Fever. — ^The 
following rules have been published by the National Board of Health : 

1. It is prudent to assume that the essential cause of yellow fever is 
what may, for conciseness, be called a **germ," that is, something 
which is capable of growth and propagation outside the living human 
body ; that this germ flourishes especially in decaying organic matter 
or filth, and that disinfection must have reference both to the gern^ 
and to that in or on which it flourishes. 

2. Disinfection, when used in a place not disinfected, for the pur- 
pose of rendering filth or foul soils, waters, etc. , incapable of propa- 
gating diseased germs, is a poor substitute for cleanliness, and is main- 
ly useful to make the process of cleansing odorless and harmless. The 
best disinfectants for this purpose are sulphate of iron, carbolic acidy 
fresh quick lime, fresh charcoal powder, chloride of zinc, chloride of 
aluminum, and permanganate of potash. 

3. The two great difficulties in destroying the vitality of the germi 
of yellow fever are, first, to bring the disinfecting agent into actual 
contact with the germ ; and, second, to avoid injuring or destroying 
other things which should be preserved. 

4. When the germ of yellow fever is dry, or partially dried, no 
gaseous disinfectant can be relied on to destroy it. It must either be 
moistened or subjected to a dry heat of not less than 250 degrees- 
Fahrenheit to obtain security. 

5. In disinfecting or destroying infected bed clothing, bedding, or 
movable articles, move them as litde as possible while dry. Before 
disturbing them have them thoroughly moistened, either with a chemi- 
cal disinfecting solution or with boiling water, in order to prevent the 
diflusion of dried germs in the air in the form of dust. 

6. The best method of disinfecting rooms, ' buildings, ships, etc. ,. 
is still doubtful, owing to the difficulty of destroying the vitality of 
dried germs. 

The Board proposes to have this subject carefully investigated, and 
in the meantime advises thorough scrubbing and moist cleansing, to be 
followed by the fumes of burning sulphur, at the rate of 18 ounces per 
1,000 cubic feet of space to be disinfected. 

The sulphur should be broken in small pieces, burned over vessels- 
containing water or sand, which vessels should be distributed in the 
closed space to be disinfected at the rate of one to each 100 square 
feet of area of floor. 

7. No patented compound known to the Board is superior, as a dis- 
infectant, to the agents above mentioned, and none is so cheap. Some 
of these patent disinfectants are good deodorants, but the removal of 
an unpleasant odor is no proof that true disinfection has been accom- 
plished. ' 

8. In districts where yellow fever prevailed last year the following 
precautionary measures should be taken : 

(d) Textile fabrics of every description which were exposed to yel- 
low fever infection during the year 1878 and which have remained 
packed or boxed in a closed space since such exposure, should not be 
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•opened or unrolled, but should either be burned or placed in boiling 
water for half an hour or more, or in suitable heated ovens, or disin- 
fected, according to the nature and value of the individual article or 
articles. 

' (d) Every house or room in which cases of yellow fever occurred 
in the year 1878, and since that time have remained unoccupied, 
should not be opened for occupation until they have been thoroughly 
cleansed and disinfected by persons acclimated to yellow fever. 

(c) Every privy, vault, under-ground water-cistern, dry well, or 
closed cellar, connected with a house in which yellow fever existed last 
year, and which may not have been opened since that date, should not 
be reopened, but if possible should be covered with several feet of 
earth. 

(d) Every suspicious case of sickness should be at once isolated, 
and every possible precaution taken to prevent infection by providing 
attendants who have had the disease, and thorough disinfection of all 
discharges from the sick. If the disease prove to be yellow fever, all 
articles of clothing and bedding used about the sick should be burned, 
the house should be vacated, and every room tightly closed and fumi- 
gated with burning sulphur. — Medical and Surgical Reporter. 

Martin's Bandage in Chronic Ulcers. — The treatment of 
chronic ulcers of the leg in out-patient hospital practice has not hith- 
erto, in my experience been attended with great success. It has often 
consisted in the prescribing of some lotion or ointment, and in the ad- 
ministration of good advice which the patient has been unable to fol- 
low. It is an easy thing to tell a patient to go to bed for a month or 
two, but unfortunately a man who has to work for his family, or a 
woman who must support herself, often finds that rest is the last thing 
possible ; if they wish to be admitted into a hospital they are told that 
** ulcerated legs of long standing" are according to law not admissi- 
ble, and so they go on month after month and year after year with an 
.unhealed leg which is a source of discomfort to themselves and of an- 
noyance to their friends. 

Since the commencement of the present year I have used with ex- 
cellent results the solid rubber bandages introduced by Dr. Martin, of 
New York. The bandage has been put on next the skin without any 
other dressing : the patient has been instructed (i) to remove the 
bandage on going to bed, (2) to wash the leg with warm water and 
soap, (3) to sponge the ulcer with carbolic acid lotion and keep this 
applied all night, (4) to have the bandage well washed and hung up 
unfolded during the night, (5) to again wash the leg in the morning, 
and (6) to apply the bandage before leaving bed. 

The following cases are fairly typical : 

1. T. N,, set. 60; small ulcer, size of half-a-crown, which had 
been unhealed for six months. The skin over the whole leg is red and 
shiny ; he has been suffering on and off for twenty years ; cured in a 
fortnight, though similar ulcers had hitherto always taken six months 
10 heal : when offered the price of the bandage in return for it said 
-'^he would not take a pound (five dollars) for it." 

2. H. R., aet. 56; leg ulcerated for two years; the skin is hard 
aind callous and ulcerated in all directions, there being numerous 
dulccTs varying from one to three inches in diameter; has not been 
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able to walk in six months. The application of the bandage gave im- 
mediate relief; cure in ten weeks. 

3. E. R., aet. 52; ulcer of leg eight years, callous edges which 
are somewhat inflamed, measure three by two inches. The bandage 
caused pain for the first week, but since then has been quite comforta- 
ble ; after two months' treatment the ulcer is nearly healed. 

It is unnecessary to multiply cases ; of about twenty cases treated in 
this manner two only have been unrelieved. In both cases the want 
of success was due to the fact that the ulcers were inflamed and pain- 
ful when the bandage was applied ; the application much increased the 
pain and necessitated the discontinuance of the treatment. If applied 
in suitable chronic cases the bandage is more efficacious than any other 
method of treatment. It is, I thirk, a most valuable addition to the 
appliances used in minor surgery. — Dr. McGill in the Puactitioner. 

Habitual Constipation — Its Cure. — Habitual constipation is a 
functional inactivity of the bowel which is commonly induced, by and 
after years of neglect, on the part of the individual to obey the simple 
daily call of nature. A gradual and ever-increasing distention of the 
large intestine takes place from the frequent and constant accumulation 
of fecal matter, which has a paralyzing effect on its contractile power, 
and still further to produce long retention of that which has become 
poisonous in its nature. The blood thus becomes deteriorated, and 
the several organs (vital and other) of the body ultimately suffer. For 
this veryjpainful and uncomfortable state of things I profess to have found 
a very simple and very effectual remedy. 

The treatment is as follows : The person so suffering should make 
daily use of an enema composed of that most useful colloid substance 
of liquid called glycerine, and tepid water, in the proportion of one 
tablespoonful of the former to half a pint of the latter. This quantity 
— in some cases even half this quantity is sufficient for the purpose — 
must be injected into the bowel every day during some leisure hour, 
the evening being the most convenient as well as the most suitable 
time for such an operation. The enema at each time of injection 
should be retained for as long a time as possible. The patient keeping 
the recumbent posture until the feeling induced is sufficient to bring 
about a complete emptying of the contents of the lower bowel. 

A steady perseverance in the due application of the means here indi- 
cated, day by day, and week by week, for a lenghtened period, will 
undoubtedly ensure constant comfort and ultimately cure even in the 
most inveterate cases. Recent experience in my own case and prac- 
tice has proved it. All aperient medicines must be eschewed ; all allo- 
pathic doses discarded. They are worse than useless; they are posi- 
tively injurious. 

Whatever may be prescribed, homoeopathically or otherwise, for this 
very vulgar complaint will be of little avail in these inveterate cases un- 
less the mechanical difficulty be overcome in such a way as to bring 
about a natural action of the gut itself. It must be restored to its pris- 
tine condition and made capable of contracting rapidity on its contents. 

This good result cannot be attained without much patience and per- 
sistent action on the part of the patient in giving full effect to the ad- 
vice and injunctions herein contained. — The HomcEopathic Worlds Lon- 
don, — N, 0. Med, Journal. 
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Jaborandi in Cholera. — At the commencement of the present 
epidemic of cholera in Japan I determined to give, in its treatment, the 
still fashionable medicine jaborandi and its alkaloid a fair trial. 

Though my observations are far from complete, or in all respects 
perfectly conclusive, I have seen enough to convince me that we have 
in this drug a remedy of undoubted value iu the treatment of this dis- 
ease. 

Thus, I find that, in the usual complete or partial suppression of urine 
so common in such cases, the specific effect of the medicine shows 
itself with almost equal frequency in exciting activity of the kidneys as 
of the skin and salivary glands, its administration being followed in 
some cases by a copious secretion of urine, with great relief to all the 
symptoms. When the fortunate result is not obtained in so marked a 
manner, the tendency to the development of uraemic symptoms is appa- 
rently less common. 

When too great prostration does not exist, the copious perspiration 
which follows its use is attended, after the first two minutes, with a de- 
cided improvement in the character of the pulse ; the sense of oppres- 
sion is reHeved, and a reaction often ensues which is far more natural 
than when produced by alcoholic or other stimulants, and with appa- 
rently less tendency to secondary fever. 

A curious fact is often observed, that even when there is consider- 
able vomiting, a drachm of the fluid extract of jaborandi, at best a naus- 
eous dose, is retained till its specific effect is produced. In one case 
in which there was almost always constant vomiting, this symptom 
nearly ceased on my administering ^ grain of pilocarpin hypodermi- 
cally. I find, however, that this remedy has little effect in the more 
desperate cases, attended by perfect collapse. In fact, I am by no 
means sure that it does not tend to hasten the already rapidly approa- 
ching fatal termination. — Dr, Simmons, in N. Y. Medical and Surgical 
fournaL 

Iodoform. — ** All chancres are best treated with iodoform; under 
its use healthy sores heal rapidly, creeping sores generally cease to 
spread, and sluggish ones take on healthy action." My own experi- 
ence supports this statement most fully. I cannot explain the manner 
in which it acts, but that it does have a most remarkable effect in pro- 
moting the healing, not only of ordinary chancres, but of many other 
sores, I can have no possible reasonable doubt. It is what I might 
call a reliable remedy, and often saves one a deal of trouble ; its effects 
seem almost magical. You sprinkle a litde of the crystals, powdered 
or unpowdered, over the sore, cover this with a bit of dry lint, or 
vaseline spread on lint, and at your inspection next day you find that 
healing has progressed rapidly, the sore has filled in considerably if it 
is a deep one, there is but little discharge and no smell, and you have 
only to repeat the dressing, and so go on from day to-day until the heal- 
ing is complete. 

Dr. Moleschott, of Turin, in the Medical Record of November, 
1878 : The latter speaks of its value in getttng rid of glandulous swell- 
ings, even such as occur in lyphoma and in splenic leukcemia, in 
orchitis, in effusion into serious cavities, in acute hydrocephalus, in 
chronic arthritis, in intercostal and other neuralgias, etc. He says 
that before promoting absorption it determines the destruction of tfee 
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primitive elements, and that its power may be regarded as miraculous. 
He uses as an external application i to 15 parts of elastic collodion, or 
I to 15 parts of ointment, and advises that these preparations should 
be kept at a distance in the window, in a well closed tin case, thus re- 
tarding the decomposition of the iodoform, which goes on rapidly in 
the light. When used internally he gives three-fourths of a grain to 
one and a half grains daily in pills. He winds up his paper by saying, 
**That notwithstanding its inconveniences, I dare promise for the reme- 
dy a great future." Its inconveniences are its pungent odor and its 
liability occasionally to cause eructations and palpitation of the heart. 
— Dr. Sheen in the Practitioner. 

The Aspirator in Hernia. — Dr. W. O. Roberts says in the 
Louisville Medical News : I reported a case of obstructed hernia re- 
lieved with the aspirator. On the evening of the 21st instant I saw, 
with Dr. Coleman Rogers, a similar case, which was treated success- 
fully in the same way. The patient, a boy three years of age, had 
been the subject of a reducible inguinal hernia on the right side for 
about one year, brought on by forcible efforts at micturition, which were 
due to a contracted prepuce. Whenever the tumor made its appear- 
ance the mother said she would push it back, and that it would not 
come out again until he would have to strain in emptying his bladder. 
About 2 o'clock p. m., on the 21st instant, some half an hour or more 
after urinating, he commenced crying and pressing on his abdomen. 
On examination, his mother found the rupture down and much larger 
than usual. She attempted its reduction as upon former occasions, but 
without success. She then put him to bed, applied hot cloths, and 
continued at intervals her attempts at reduction ; but failing, and the 
tumor steadily increasing in size and becoming very painful when 
handled, she took the child at 6 o'clock p. m., four hours after her 
attention was called to the hernia, to Dr. Rogers's office. There I saw 
it. The tumor was then about the size of a hen's egg, tense, and pain- 
ful to the touch. The patient was quiet, excepting when the tumor 
was manipulated, but wore an anxious expression. The skin felt 
natural ; pulse somewhat excited ; bowels had moved twice before and 
once after the rupture was discovered. There had been no vomiting. 

After chloroforming the patient and then failing in our attempts at 
reduction by manipulation, assisted by the dependent position, we 
tried with a hypodermic syringe, which was first tested and found to be 
in good order, to draw off the fluid, but did not succeed in getting a 
drop. Feeling certain that there was fluid in the sack, we procured 
an aspirator and with it drew off a half an ounce of straw-colored 
liquid, and while this was passing through the instrument — the patient 
being held in a perpendicular position, head downward — the tumor 
suddenly disappeared. 

"When to Ihduce Premature Labor in Puerperal Eclamp- 
sia. — The proper time to induce premature labor in puerperal eclamf>- 
sia becomes at once an interesting and important question. 

Will it be wise to resort to the measure early ; or shall it be post- 
poned until other means have been tried and found insufficient? 
While these are questions, speaking generally, which must be deter- 
mined from the observation and study of each individual case, yet I 
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opinx. there is more frequent occasion to regret too great delay in the 
employment of this method, than that it has been invoked too early. 

Observation and experience, those final arbiters of all questions 
medical, have settled some general principles pertaining to this whole 
•subject, from which I formate the following : 

1. It is wiser to err on the side of safety to the mother, and in- 
duce labor too soon, than to temporize until it is too late. When 
the uterine body has attained sufficient size to interfere mate- 
rially with the return blood current, the indication is most clear. This 
will especially be the case if there is deep coma in the interval of the 
•fits, indicating great activity of the blood poison. Here the urgency 
is pressing, and prompt action may save life. In hesitation there may 
be disaster. 

2. The amonnt of albumen in the urine is not a sure indication of 
the extent of the blood poison, since in many of the severer cases there 
are but slight traces of albumen, and in others it is wanting altogether ; 
while, on the other hand, albuminuria is frequently found in pregnant 
-women who do not subsequently have convulsions. 

3. From this it may be inferred that the practice of inducing labor 
-when there is albuminuria without convulsions is a questionable one ; 
its employment as a necessity, at least, being limited to a small minori- 
ty of cases. — American Journal of Obstetrics. 

Scilline, etc., the Active Principles of Squill. — Squill, 
though deservedly placed in the first rank among diuretics, labor's 
under the disadvantages of being uncertain in its action, owing to the 
difficulty of obtaining the bulbs in the proper condition, and of possess- 
ing an acro-narcotic principle which proves poisonous to some indivi- 
duals, even when only moderate doses are taken. These disadvan- 
tages are now overcome, it is claimed, by Merk, of Darmstadt, who 
has succeeded in isolating the active principles of the bulb, and is thus 
enabled to exclude the poisonous principle and obtain a uniform prepa- 
ration, which is adapted even for subcutaneous use. 

The substance called scillitine, which has been obtained from the 
bulbs by extraction with alcohol, is a mixture of the three principles 
separated by Merk, a fact that accounts for the variability of its action. 
Dr. FronmuUer, of Furth, has tested Merk's three preparations of 
squill on fifty-three cases, and draws the following conclusions concern- 
ing them : 

1. Scillitoxine, in the majority of cases, produces pretty free diure- 
sis, but it contains the greater part of the toxic principles of the squill, 
and hence is not suited for clinical use. 

2. Scilline also is not adapted for practical use, because it exists 
only in minute quantities in the bulb, is very dear, and seems to be in- 
active unless given in large doses. 

3. Scillipicrine, dissolved in water and administered hypodermi- 
-cally, has proved to be a diuretic of the first class, second to none other 
in efficacy. Out of seventeen ca^-es of oliguria, it failed only twice. 
In twelve of the fifteen successful cases the quantity ol urine was 
doubled and often even more, and in one it was increased sixfold. No 
symptoms of poisoning were produced, thanks to the separation of the 
scillitoxine. The only disagreeable effect produced was a more or less 
intense irritation at the site of the injection ; this was absent only in 
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two cases, and in four it was pretty severe. In one case four table- 
spoonfuls per diem of a two per cent, solution of the scillipicrine were 
given internally without any effect. For the subcutaneous injections a 
ten per cent, solution was employed in most of the cases ; in only one 
is it stated that a second injection was practiced. In two of the cases^ 
the increased excretion of urine was accompanied by thin passages 
from the bowels. — Allg. Med, Cent. Zeii. 

External Application of the Bromide of Potassium. — The 

good effects obtained from bromide of potassium in all reflex irritations 
due to teething are well known, but M. Peyraud claims that better re- 
sults can be obtained from direct local application of the remedy to the 
gums, than from its internal administration. He uses a mixture of the 
bromide, one part, to honey six or seven parts, with sufficient water to 
dissolve the salt, and enough alcohol to preserve the mass. This should 
be gently rubbed on the gums four or five times a day ; in cases of 
diarrhoea caused by dentition, a few drops of Sydenham's laudanum 
may be added with advantage. The bromide acts as an anaesthetic to 
the mucous membrane, as a caustic to excoriations, and through its 
effect on the general nervous system. It quiets immediately the urti- 
caria of dentition, and under its influence those excessively nervous 
children in whom the eruption of the teeth is irregular and difficult, 
pass through this period without convulsive phenomena. 

M. Peyraud has also used it with success in caries of the teeth and 
of some of the long bones, and in diphtheria. Carious teeth he fills 
with powdered bromide, which is retained in its place by a tampon of 
cotton ; the first application calms the pain in about twenty minutes, 
and the tooth gradually becomes insensible. In caries of the long 
bones the fistulae are washed out with a solution of the bromide in gly-^ 
cerine and water. Diphtheritic membranes are powdered with the finely 
pulverized salt, every two, three or four hours, according to the severity 
of the case. A cure results in from twenty-four hours to five days, the 
average being about three to four days. — Journal de Medecine. 

Esmarch's Tourniquet in the Treatment of Neuralgia. — 

On the 24th day of August, 1879, I ^^ treating a lady suffering with 
the most intense neuralgia I ever witnessed. From the lumbo-sacral 
region down both sciatic nerves to the feet, the paroxysms of pain, 
were frightful, even after large and repeated hypodermic injections, 
including morphia sufficient to have killed her ten times over, but for 
the antidotal influence of pain. Every admissible remedy had been 
employed for forty-eight hours with scarcely any alleviation, when I 
thought of Esmarch's Tourniquet. I took one of Martin's No. 4 Elas- 
tic Bandages, and beginning at the toes, bandaged one limb tightly to 
the groin. The pain disappeared at once, but continued unabated in 
one limb. I took off the bandage and applied it to the other with like 
result. I allowed the bandages to remain about fifteen minutes on each 
limb. There was no return of pain. The method by which it effects 
a cure is obvious, and I believe that most cases of sciatica can be cured 
with this banda^^e in a much shorter time than by any other method, 
except two-ounce doses of turpentine, which latter I have never known 
to fail of cure within a space of six hours. I have tried in three cases, 
^.iving two ounces ol. terebinth in four ounces camphor water at ^pf-. 
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dose. No unpleasant symptoms, except intoxication for a few hours, 
and burning of the same when the bowels moved. — Dr. Garrison in 
Country Pract, 

Cholagogues. — A commission with Dr. Rutherford, of Edinburg, 
at its head, has instituted an investigation into the action of certain cho- 
lagogues upon the secretion of bile. Its conclusions concerning the ac- 
tion of these important remedies, in daily use by the profession, are of 
great interest. The experiments were made upon dogs. The effects 
thus obtained may not be exactly similar to the action of these agents 
in the human system. 

Podophyllin, aloes, rheum, euonymin, sanguinarin, iridin, leptandrin,. 
colocynth, jalap, sodium phosphate, mercuric chloride, phytolaccin,. 
hydrastin, juglandin, sodium and ammonium benzoate, benzoic acid,, 
sodium salicylate, and nitro-muriatic acid, all are more or less powerful 
hepatic stimulants, positively increasing the amount of bile secreted, 
and all, except the last ^\^^ being more or less stimulant, and irritating 
to the intestinal glands. Senna, coichicum, taraxacum and scammony 
are feeble hepatic stimulants. Gamboge, castor oil and calomel stimul- 
ate the intestinal glands, but not the liver. Ipecacuanha is simply a 
hepatic stimulant. Magnesium sulphate is only stimulant to the intes- 
tines, as are also ammonium chloride and menispermin. 

Calabar bean stimulates the liver, and atropia antagonizes this ac- 
tion, but atropia administered alone does not affect the secretion of 
bile. 

It is also found in man that four grains of iridin at night is a certain 
remedy for ** biliousness." Euonymin, in two grain doses, also has 
the same effect. Both are liable to be followed by depression, if the 
dose be too large, and both should be followed by a saline aperient in 
the morning. — British Med. Journal. 

Hypodermic Injections of Chloral in Convulsions. — I 

have great confidence in the effect of chloral and bromide potassium 
administered internally, but some cases resist its internal administration. 
One case in point is that of a little boy, aged about seven years, who 
had been treated in all manners and by all means till complete uncon- 
sciousness. Thie bowels were constipated ; he had passed little urine ; 
the skin felt clammy ; the temperature was below normal ; pulse slow 
and weak until the commencement of the paroxysm, when it increased 
in frequency and fullness. The attack commenced at the angles of the 
mouth, going to the facial muscles and those of the eye, and then to 
the right and left side of the body until the child was convulsed en 
masse. Realizing the inadequacy of prescribing any more of the pet 
prescriptions, I determined to inject four grains ot hydrate of chloral 
hypodermically. Hardly had this been done one and a half minutes 
when every bad symptom disappeared, and the boy slept soundly ^r 
about four hours. He then awoke, asked for some water, and slept 
soundly until the next morning, experiencing no bad effects from the 
procedure. A small abscess at the point of insertion ensued, and 
was readily healed. I have tried the same method in several ca ies. 
since that time, and feel some confidence in its use. —Jos. L. Bauer,, 
M. D.y in St. Louis Clinical Record. 
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Incontinence of Urine in Children. — At the Harveian So- 
ciety of London, Dr. Farquharson read a paper on this subject. He 
referred to the subject under three headings : 

I St. Cases observed in children of pale, weakly organizations, in 
which there is no doubt some weakened condition of the sphincter vesi- 
cae, or of the nervous centres in the lumbar cord. Tonic remedies, 
especially small doses of wine, will act with good effect. 

2. Cases of greater severity, usually dating from soon after birth, 
and here it is necessary to make a distinction between the enuresis by 
day and that by night, for the latter frequently resists all medical treat- 
ment, departing often spontaneously about the period of puberty. 
Belladonna, which acts upon the unstriped muscular tissue, gives the 
best results in such cases. It is necessary to give full doses. Ergot 
proved disappointing, and santonin is without influence. 

Class third includes those cases in which the incontinence is truly 
a neurosis. Here galvanism is especially indicated, and blistering over 
the fifth lumbar vertebra, where modern experiment has demonstrated 
the motor centre to be situated. The recendy proposed plan of exclu- 
ding meat from the dietary was not found of much service. — Buffalo 
Med. JoumaL 

Interstitial Pneumonia. — Dr. Edwin Payne, in London Lancet, 
says : 

In interstitial pneumonia the connective tissue of the lung is attacked. 
This is a very frequent disease, and if allowed to run its whole length, 
and come demonstrably recognizable, it is then impossible to do any- 
thing to soften or resolve the cicatricial tissue. Having in the course 
of both public and private practice met with such serious results in 
many cases, it occurred to me that prevention in such cases might be 
better than cure, and so when in a case the lung gives signs of persis- 
tent solidity following upon a recent attack, and does not show a tend- 
■ency to recover its function upon the general restoration of power, I 
have noticed that iodide of potassium m full doses has had a most be- 
neficial effect. Signs of improvement in the lung condition have fol- 
lowed in answer to the remedy, acting as a solvent upon a condition 
of structure on its way to be converted into a callous, bloodless sub- 
stance; thus restoring structure to use instead of allowing it to arrive at 
a condition useful only for demonstration at a post-mortem, as the re- 
sultant of the unaided progress of diseased action. 

Subcutaneous Injection of Ergot in Neuralgia. — Dr. Ma- 
rino, of Pi^lermo, quoted in the London Medical Record, publishes the 
results of his experiments with ergot : First, in tic doulourox local in- 
jections of ergot give better results than any other remedies, quinine 
included ; second, the results are equally as good in hemicrania ; third, 
in some cases of sciatica very good results have been obtained, while 
in other cases no relief has been afforded to the patient ; fourth, ergot 
should be administered in other cases in neuralgia, especially if the 
latter is caused by blood poisoning or cachexia \ fifth, the injection 
itself is often painful, but abscesses do not often supervene. The pain 
generally ceases in half an hour, especially if a cold compress has 
been immediately applied to the place \ sixth, the neuralgic symptoms 
.ajs a rule disappear after one or two injections, but it is advisable to 
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continue them for some time ; seventh, the dose for one injection varies- 
from 15 centigrams to 2 decigrams of ergot, dissolved in water or 
glycerine. 

Mammary Inflammation Treated by Ice. — A writer in the 
British Medical Journal says that the suggestion of treating threatened 
inflammation of the mammary gland by ice was **one of the most 
valuable hints he ever got." He thus describes its use in a case: 

** I used a large Chapman^s spine-bag, filled with ice, which encir- 
cled the lower half of the breast. It felt very cold indeed for a min- 
ute or two, then a considerable quantity of milk was shot out, as from 
a syringe (no milk had flowed before), the pain abated, and in an hour 
was almost gone ; I now renewed the ice in the bag, and the patient 
kept it closely applied with her arm, which was protected from the 
cold by a folded towel. Next morning I found her hugging the ice- 
bag and loud in its praise. She continued suckling her infant, but she 
suggested that the baby should not be put to the breast oftener than 
two or three times in the twenty-four hours. On the fourth day after 
the commencement of the ice the most careful examination failed to 
detect anything wrong in the breast, and she is now quite well and 
nursing her child. No other remedies were used." — Medical Reporter. 

Poisoning by Carbolic Acid. — A case of acute poisoning with 
carbolic acid through an enema is recorded by Dr. Praetorius in the 
Berliner Klinischc IVochenschrift Pi^xW 14, 1879. The patient, a deli- 
cate lady aged 45, had been suffering for several weeks from an obsti- 
nate attack of diarrhoea, which could not be stopped by the usual 
agents, and threatened to undermine the patient's- strength. The 
author prescribed an enema of a one per cent, solution of carbolic 
acid, of which a quarter of a litre was mixed with one-third of a litre 
of warm water. Hardly had one-third of this enema been injected^ 
when the patient began to complain of singing in the ears, giddiness, 
and weakness, and collapsed. The enema was of course immediately 
suspended, and the patient told to void Tier bowels. This was done ; 
but she remained in a collapsed state till the bowels had been washed 
out with warm water, when she gradually recovered, but it was not till 
two hours later that the disagreeable symptoms disappeared. The 
diarrhoea, however, had been stopped by the carbolic acid. — Ifosp, 
Gazette. 

The Choice of Purgatives. — In amenorrhea the best are aloes 
and myrrh pills ; in dropsies the compound jalap powder ; in sciatica 
the compound colocynth pill, or the compound decoction of aloes ; 
in hemorrhoids the confection of senna; in biliousness a blue piil fol- 
lowed up by a dose of epsom salts (the blue pill acts on the duodedum 
and hurries the bile downward, while the salts cause the other part of 
the bowel to contract, and so evacuate the bile before it is reabsorbed.) 
If a purgative does not act the rule should be to repeat it at once, and 
then, if necessary, give a copious warm water enema. From all I can 
see I would say the less we make use of purgatives the better. Nature 
knows her own work, and if we take regular mental and bodily exer- 
cise, eat and drink moderately, we shall find this as a rul^ quite suffi- 
cient for keeping us in good sound health, and also for preserving a 
mens sana in \corpore sano, — Dr, James Atkinson in Edinburgh Medical 
Journal, 
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Dentition as a Cause of Diarrhoea. — Between the sixth and 
twenty-eighth month dentition plays a very important part in the pro- 
duction of diarrhoea. It might be called a nervous diarrhoea, for it is 
probably due to reflex nervous disturbances. If dentition is not di- 
rectly responsible for many of these diarrhoeas, it is indirectiy so by 
putting the system in a condition to Ue more susceptible to all those 
influences which do produce diarrhoea. In all cases where the gums 
are swollen, lance them. In any case where it is about time for the 
tooth to come through, lance the gums over the tooth thoroughly and 
draw some blood. I believe the disturbance is often due to pressure 
of the tooth deeply in, and before it shows much swelling on the sur- 
face ; lancing the gums never does harm. It is better to err on the 
side of lancing them when there may be no necessity ; I have often 
seen a child having from ten to twelve movements a day relieved en- 
tirely by lancing the gums, and with no other treatment. It is in these 
•cases that the bromide proves so effectuaL Give the following combi- 
nation of a bromide with mucilage to a child between six months and 
a year ; older children a larger dose : 

B Sodii Bromid 3 as. 

Mucilag. acaciae 

Aquse purse aa q« s. ad aa ^ y. 

M. 8ig. 3 j. q. 3 h. 

The bromide diminishes the reflex disturbance, and the mucilage is 
soothing to the irritated intestinal mucous membrane. — Medical Record^ 
N, Y. 

Dr. Robert's list of pathological states, in which albumen occurs 
•constantly or occasionally. (Birmingham Medical Rnnew^ July, 1879) : 

1. Acute and chronic Bright's disease of the kidneys. 

2. Pregnancy and the puerperal state. 

3. Febrile and inflammatory diseases (zymotic diseases, such as 
scarlet fever, measles, small-pox, typhoid, cholera, yellow fever, ague, 
diphtheria, etc.; inflammatory diseases, such as pneumonia, periton- 
itis, traumatic fever, acute articular rheumatism, etc.) 

4. Impediments to the circulation of the blood (emphysema, heart 
-disease, abdominal tumors, cirrhosis, etc). 

5. A hydraemic and dissolved state of the blood and atony of the 
tissues (purpura, scurvy, pyaemia, hospital gangrene); also haemati- 
Tiuria. 

6. Saturnine intoxication. 

7. Nervous disturbance (neurotic albuminuria.) — Herald. 

A Urine Thermometer. — Dr. Otto Kutsner, of Jena, describes 
an ingeniously arranged instrument composed of a silver female cathe- 
ter which contains in its lumen a self-registering thermometer. The ca- 
theter tapers sharply below the point to which the bulb of the thermo- 
meter reaches, and the instrument is so arranged that the thermometer 
•can be removed if desired. \ 

The urine in passing out bathes the thermometer, and only fifteen 
:seconds are required to bring the temperature up to the maximum, 
which is the same as that in the axilla, or within a fraction of it (0.3®- 
0.5° C. higher). — JV, Y. Med. Record. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



The Cause of Thunder. — I have lately seen it stated in a text 
book upon electricity and magnetism that the phenomenon of thunder 
is not accounted for by any theory as yet brought forward. Whether 
this be so or not I am not sufficiently acquainted with the subject to 
say. 

I believe that the commonly accepted theory is that a vacuum is 
created in the path of the electric spark, and that the subsequent in- 
rush of the air produces the detonation. If, however, it be allowed 
that the electric spark is not a material substance, but merely a natural 
force or mode of motion, the possibility of this theory is at once dis- 
posed of. It is a well known fact that the passage of electrieity in a 
high state of tension, through a mixture of oxygen and hydrogen, not 
oaly causes an explosion, but also causes the formation of water, and it 
seems to me that, given the existence of free oxygen and hydrogen in 
the region of the electric disturbance, the phenomenon of thunder is 
sufficiently accounted for. Whether the normal amount of hydrogen 
in the air is sufficient to cause the great noise of thunder I am not 
competent to judge, but if not, I would suggest that the presence of 
an abnormal amount might be accounted for by the process of electro- 
lysis, which would prooably occur between the two poles of 'the thun- 
der cloud before the tension became so great as to cause a rupture of 
the circuit and subsequent discharge of the electic spark. I would also 
draw your attention to the fact that every thunder clap is immediately 
followed by an increase in the quantity of water deposited in shape of 
rain ; does not this point to the formation of water by the explosion of 
the gases ? As I myself am unable, both from want of means and 
time, to investigate the matter, I should be glad to find that some one 
better qualified had taken the subject in hand. It is a frequent experi- 
ment of Dr. Tyndall's to show his audience red clouds, and I feel con- 
fident diat by following this line of inquiry he could give us a real 
thunder storm. — From Nature. 

Solar Systems Other than Our Own. — We know a great num- 
ber of stars which are accompanied by smaller stars moving around 
them like the earth around the sun. These systems, which are now 
numbered by hundreds, have been so carefully observed that we have 
been able to calculate the orbits and periods of the planets, brilliant or 
opaque, which compose them. 

It is then no longer on mere hypothesis that we can speak of solar 
systems other than our own, but with certainty, since we already 
know a great number, of every order and of every nature. Single stars 
should be considered as suns analagous to our own, surrounded by 
planetary worlds. Double stars, of which the second star is quite 
small, should be placed in the same class, for this second star may be 
^n opaque planet reflecting only the light of the large one, or a planet 
still giving out heat and light Double stars of which the two compo- 
nents give the same brightness are combinations of two suns, around 
each of which may gravitate planets invisible from this distance ; these 
are worlds absolutely different from those of our system, for they are 
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lighted up by two suns, sometimes simultaneous, sometimes successive, 
of different magnitudes, according to the distances of these planets 
from each of them ; and they have double years of which the winter 
is warmed by a supplementary sun, and double days of which the 
nights are illuminated, not only by moons of different colors, but also 
by a new sun, a sun of night ! 

Making the Deaf Hear. — A new invention called the audiphone 
has recently been perfected. It is a simple affair, consisting of a fan of 
vulcanized rubber, slightly bent and held in tension by a silken cord^ ' 

and placed in contact with the upper teeth. The thin rubber fan re- 
ceives the vibrations and conveys them through the teeth. 

Hon. Joseph Medill, of the Chicago Tribune, says of the invention 
in a recent number of that paper : **It is known that the editor of 
this paper has been deaf for a number of years, and that during that 
time he has used all the devices for improving his hearing, that he 
could hear of or that were brought to him. None of them were, how- 
ever, satisfactory. He has tried the audiphone for some weeks, and 
finds that it not only improves his hearing, but restores the sense of 
hearing to him. Not merely does it answer when engaged in conver- 
sation with a person who is a foot, or a few feet from him, but it 
answers perfectly at a concert. Each note of the musician and each 
tone of the singer comes as clearly and di.stincdy as they did before the 
sense of hearing was impaired. Others have also tested this instrument, 
and have expressed themselves satisfied with its workings." — Ex. 

The Electric Light. — Professor Cohn, of Breslau, has been lately 
making experiments with the electric light on the eyes of a number of ^ 

persons for the purpose of testing its influence on visual perception 
and the sensation of color. He has found that letters, spots and colors 
are perceived at a much greater distance through the medium of elec- 
tric light than by day or by gaslight. The sensation of yellow was in- 
creased sixty-fold, compared to daylight ; of red six-fold ; and of green 
and blue about two-fold. Eyes that could only with difficulty perceive 
and distinguish colors by daylight or gaslight were much aided by the 
electric light, and the visual perception was also much strengthened. 
Professor Cohn concludes from this fact that electric light would prove 
exceedingly useful in places where it is desirable that signals should be 
seen at a great distance. The engine used was Gramme's electro- 
magnetic apparatus, which rotates six hundred times in a minute. 

A Milk Test. — A German paper gives a test for watered milk, 
which is simplicity itself. A well-polished knittmg needle is dipped 
into a deep vessel of milk, and immediately withdrawn in an upright 
position. If the sample is pure, some of the fluid will hang to the 
needle ; but if water has been added to the milk, even in small propor- ^ 

tions, the fluid will not adhere to the needle. — Cin, Med, News, * 

The discovery that oxides of nitrogen are given off by the voltaic 
arc is mentioned by Professor Tyndall as a source of injury in the use 
of the electric light. This discovery was recently made by Mr. Thom- 
as Wills, of the Royal Naval College, an able young chemist, whose 
death is announced by the latest mails. 
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PEACTIOAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 



Cholera Infantum. — Dr. Charles H. Avery, of New York, in 
Medical Record, writes that he has adopted the following treatment in 
cholera infantum : He first directs that a poultice be made as follows^ 
and applied over the stomach. 

Take of pounded cloves, cinnamon, and ginger, each one teaspoonful, 
add a small quantity of flour, and then moisten the whole with brandy. 
Spread the mixture on and cover with thin flannel, and so fasten it that 
it will be kept in position. Occasionally moisten the poultice with 
brandy, which can be done without removing it. 

One teaspoonful of the following mixture is then ordered every two 
hours for children over three months old : 

B Acid carbol •. gr. iv. 

Spts. vini gtt. xxi V. 

Aqua mentb pip ^ iss. 

Mucil. acac 3vi. 

Syr. papaver gvi. 

Tinet. opil gtt. x. M. 

As a rule the vomiting ceases before the hour arrives for the admin- 
istration of the third dose ; frequently before the second dose is given. 
The passages from the bowels are not arrested by the medicine, but 
within twenty-four or forty-eight hours they begin to change in charac- 
ter, soon diminish in frequency, and afterwards cease altogether. The 
diet of the child is restricted to barley-water and milk. If it is a nursing 
child, barley-water is administered before it is allowed to take the 
breast. 

If the vomiting is severe, the child is not allowed to take anything, 
except the medicine, for three hours. 

If there is marked evidence of acidity of the digestive tract, teaspoon- 
ful doses of the following mixture are given every ten or fifteen minutes 
for two or three hours. 

B MiBtura cretae ,^ ij. 

Syr. rhei Si. M. 

To this he sometimes adds fifteen grains of hydrarg. cum creta. 

As a substitute for the above antacid mixture, he sometimes gives 
ten grains of subnitrate of bismuth, and five grains of pepsin three 
times a day. 

The leading features of the plan which he recommends are : the 
spice poultice, the barley-water and milk diet, and the medicines ac- 
cording to the first prescription. — Canada Lancet, 

Calomel. — A correspondent of St. Louis Courier of Medicine says: 
** The alterability of calomel has attracted the attention of several in- 
vestigators. Jolly has found that light, dilute hydrochloric acid, chlor 
ide of sodium, magnesium and calcium, and carbonate of sodium, all 
have a tendency to change calomel into corrosive sublimate and metallic 
mercury. Experiments in the same direction made by Frederick M. 
Corwin have given similar results, although they. disagree in some res- 
pects from those obtained by Mr. Jolly." 

3 



394 Southern Medical Hecord. 

Hov/^ to Prevent Mammary Abscess. — It is not well to wait 
until there are marked evidences of inflammation. A good rule is to 
ask the patient if the breast feels heavy and drag so much to the side as 
to impede the movements of her arms, and particularly to prevent her 
from ©ringing her arms close to the side of the body. This being the 
case, take two or tliree broad strips of plaster (which, if good, will not 
need heating), direct the nurse to lift the breast gently toward the 
median line of the body upon the sternum, then apply one strip on the 
lower half of the breast, the other on the upper half, reaching from 
one axilla to the other. Other auxiliary strips may be applied accord- 
ing to the size of the breasts and effectiveness of the first two. When 
the breasts have become ** caked," and the patient is so uncomfortable 
as to be unable to sleep, this procedure will generally be followed by 
immediate relief from discomfort, and the milk will oftentimes flow 
from the nipple in streams. — Med, Herald, 

Dropsical Affections. — An excellent remedy in dropsical affec- 
tions : 

R Elateril gr. j. 

Ext. colocynthiJis comp gr. xxxvj. 

Ext. Hyoscyam gr. xlj .M. 

Fl. Mius. iu pill xlj, dividenda. 

Dose, one pill every day for two or three days ; after which one every 
thirty-six hours. 

Rheumatic Iritis. — Dr. Galezowsky, in a note to the Academic 
de Medecine, reports the result obtained by the use of the salicylate of 
soda used internally in this disease, as follows : "In eighteen cases 
an amendment in all the symptoms was obtained, often in three or four 
days, in the same patients, who, prior to its use, had been under treat- 
ment with similar symptoms for a month or six weeks; the most remar- 
kable feature being the immediate disappearance of the pain and red- 
ness, and later, the subsidence of the exudation. 

*• * Excellent results have also been obtained in rheumatic inflamma- 
tions of the sclerotic ; this was especially noticed in eighteen cases of 
scleritis and sclero-keratitis, where other treatment fcad been of no 
avail after several months, the salicylate producing a cure in from one 
to six weeks." — N, Y. Med.JoumaL 

Painful Diarhcea, etc. — The following is an infallible remedy 
for excessive and painful diarrhoea, dysentery, etc. 

B Tinet catechu 

Tinet. opil aa J j. 

Syrup rbei aromat partes equal. 

M. Dose, half to teaspoonful every three or four hours. 

Salicylic Acid in Ear Diseases. — Dr. Bezold finds that salicylic 
acid succeeds well as a parasiticid and rapidly destroys otomycosis. 

Perforations of the membrana tympani cicatrize very rapidly when 
treated with injections of this drug. — Dr. Moore, in N. V. Medical 
JoutJiaL 



Southern Medical Record. 395 

Feted Discharges from Tooth Abscess Opening into the 
Antrum. — ^This form of ozena, says Naphey, is cured, as a rule, by 
extracting the tooth. If this does not succeed injections are to be 
made through the tooth alveolus. A good one to commence for a 
day or two with is a solution of the permanganate of potash. 

B . Permanganate potash 3 S9. 

Aquse 5 vilj. 

This can be employed three times a day, after which one of the fol- 
lowing can be employed : 

R. rrinc. iodlnii 

GlycerinsB ad &^ ,1J- 

Acidi tanlei ^}. 

AqusB coloniae ^ J. 

AqufiB dUtil 3iij. 

or, 

R . Tine, capsici composite ^ ss. 

Aquse roBae 3 ^^U* 

Rapid Cure of Coryza. — Rodolfe claims that a fresh case of 
coryza may be cut short within an hour by chewing one or two dried 
eucalyptus leaves and swallowing the exceedingly bitter and aromatic 
saliva. In chronic cases it has no effect. — St. Petershurger Med. 
Wochenschrift^ No. 34, 1879. 

Gonorrhoea. — Dr. Doan, in Medical Brief, suggests the following 
treatment : 

First. Regulate the diet by excluding meats of all kinds, fat, tea, 
coffee, alcoholic and malt liquors, tobacco in all forms. 

Second. Give a purge of a simple character in the afternoon of the 
day when case is first seen, and after that day if required by consti- 
pation. 

Third. Bathe the penis and hips in^as warm water as the patient can 
endure three times a day. 

Fourth. Render the urine, alkaline and sedative by 

R. Potash bi carb 2 drnehms. 

Tr. byoscyamus 2 ounces. 

Syr. simplicis 1^ drachms. 

Water 8 ounces. 

M. Sig. Tablespoouful four time^ a day in water. 
Fifth. Support the scrotum by a T bandage or suspensory bag, to 
prevent statis of blood in the scrotum and epididymytis. 

Laxative Bread. — Mr. W. H. Taylor, in the Lancet, says that he 
has bread prepared as follows, and found it most useful in constipation 
and as a laxative in piles : Coarse Scotch oat meal, whole wheaten 
flour, coarse ordinary flour, of each equal parts. The bread can be 
lightened by yeast, or, to a two pound loaf, one tablespoon of baking 
powder, made of four ounces of bi-carbonate of soda, three ounces 
of tartaric acid, one pound of ordinarv flour, rubbed well together 
and kept dry in a tin or well corked bottle. The bread keeps well, 
and a two pound loaf will be sufficient for a week, baking a portion 
once or twice a day in conjunction with ordinary bresid. — ffasfUal 
GaneUe, 
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Pertussis. — Dr. R. Otto, believing whooping-cough to betdue to 
the presence of a vegetable parasite, employed an inhalation of a two 
per cent, solution salicylic acid, in an epidemic which occurred at 
Lisetz in Livonia, in August, 1876. The treatment was applied in 
seven cases, commencing with the convulsive stage. The number of 
paroxysms was rapidly diminished in all the cases, the best results 
being obtained in children in rooms uniformly heated. The number 
of cases being so few, show what can be done, and call for further 
trials in this disease. 

Burns. — For burns of third and fourth degree : 

B Ung. petrolii, 

Cerat resinsB aa H^ss. 

Morph. Bulph gr.il. 

Aeidi carboliei. . . . gtt. xz. M 

Sig. Keep surface well covered. 

Nursing Sore Mouth. — Dr. Sanders, in Medical Brief, says^ 
I notice several remedies for nursing sore mouth, and would call atten- 
tion to the following treatment which I saw recommended some years 
ago, and which I have used several times with complete success. It is 
iodide potass, in one grain doses three times a day. No local treat- 
ment is used, nor do I think, from my experience with strictly local 
applications, that they are worth a trial. 

Salicylic Acid as an Anti-Scorbutic. — Dr. L. G. Lincecum, 
of Texas, would call the attention of the profession to the use of 
salicylic acid as an anti-scorbutic. I have used it in seven cases with 
perfect success. Given internally one gramme, daily, in solution ; with 
carbolated water as an external application. I hope the profession 
will give it a trial in all scorbutic troubles. 

Cholera Morbus. — ^This is a faithful remedy for cholera morbus, 
colics, etc. 

B Spts. ether., comp., 
Spirit ammonia aromat, 
Ghlofoforml, equal parts. M. 

Dose, teaspoonful every half-hour or every hour, as occasion 
demands, until relieved. 

The first dose will usually suffice. 

Hemorrhage from the Nose. — Hemorrhage from the nose 
almost invariably proceeds from twigs of the facial artery which are 
supplied to the structures lining the interior nares, and may almost 
always be arrested by compressing the alse firmly between the thumb 
and finger. Finding a disposition of the bleeding to return, illuminate 
passage and apply a plug of cotton wool wet wiSi some styptic lotion 
directly to the bleeding surface. — Medical Herald. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



9^ TO SUBSCRIBERS IN ARREARS.— We are very 
thankful to those who have recently remitted their subscriptions ; they 
are but few. We trust all others who have not done so will at once 
give attention to the matter. 



EDITORIAL NOTICES, 

Drugs in Atlania,—Hhe drug market In Atlanta is well supplied, 
there being a number of large wholesale houses who are selling drugs 
on favorable terms. Among these houses we take pleasure in recom- 
mending as safe and reliable, the firm of Pemberton, Samuels Ar Rey- 
nolds. Bee their advertisement in this journal. 

John C. Baker & Co., Philadelphia. — Be sure and read their adver- 
tisement of Cod Liver Oii-., with Extract op Malt, which w^e have 
reasons to know is an excellent preparation. This house, we are assured, 
stands deservedly high, and their preparations generally are reliable 
and excellent. 

Surgical Instruments, Saddf.e-BagSy Electria Apparatus, e^c,— The 
attention of medical students and physicians is specially directed to the 
House of Aloe <fe Hernstein, St. Louis, Mo. See their new advertise- 
ment, commencing with this issue of our journal. We recommend with 
much pleasure this reliable and excellent House. Their goods may be 
ordered from them direct, or obtained through the agency of any drug 
house. 

In Atlanta, Pemberton, Samuels & Reynolds keep their saddle-bags, 
and will supply on short notice other goods from the St. Louis House. 

Beautiful Drug Samples, — We have been kindly furnished with 
beautiful samples in the drug line from that staunch aud popular House 
McKesson & Robbcns, New York. These we will place on deposit in 
the Medical College Dispensary, where they can be well displayed and 
also utilized— and where the liberality and enterprise of the donors will 
meet with just appreciation. 

Other drug houses have also promised similar contributions, which 
after their arrival will be duly mentioned. 

THE SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE, 

This new Institution had a very flattering opening, on the Idth inst. 

The number of matriculants was decidedly encouraging, being larger 
perhaps than that of any Southern School at its opening. 

As me students bad not all arrived it was decided to defer the regular 
didactic course until Monday, the 20th, the time to be profitably filled 
in the meanwhile by daily clinics and clinical lectures, between the 
hours of 9 and 12 daily. 

A public introductory was delivered on Tuesday, the 14th, by Prof. 
Powell, on Southern Institutions, which was able, eloquent and well re- 
ceived. This institution is receiving material for an elegant museum, 
a library, and an excellent outfit of apparatus for all departments. We 
go to press before the first regular lecture in the institute, which will be 
delivered by the Professor of Physiology on Tuesday, 20th instant, 9 
o'clock a. m. J. 
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DISREPUTABLE. 

The following extract we clip from a newspaper published at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas : 

" Drumming.— To-day we republish our article on drumming, with 

Dr. Adams' petition praying for an injunction to prevent the city au- 
thorities interfering with the practice of drumming, roping, steering, or 
whatever else the public may please to term it. We take this step for 
the purpose of supplying the demand for papers on the part of the re- 
spectable physicians of this place, who wish to send them to members of 
the medical profession throughout the country, as the best evidence of 
the infamy practiced daily by the quacks of our city. ^ 

*' Hundreds of patients come to this city every month with letters to 
respectable physicians, but drummers run them in to quacks, who rob 
them of everything but tlieir infirmities ; and like the bunko sharps, 
never refund a cent, not even pretending to render any equivalent when 
their dupes once find themselves utterly sold, robbed and plundered, and 
left without means amongst strangers, helpless with their infirmities, 
and with the quacks, drummers, boarding houses and hotels all in 
league against them, while the city authorities are to be rendered help- 
less to give them protection. 

*'It is the experience of all persons the world over that the quack 
always pretends to be a regular, honorable and experienced physician, 
claiming extraordinary skill, etc. The case in question is the first in- 
stance within our knowledge where a physician boasts of the means he 
employs, on the excuse that other equally infamous practices are re- 
sorted to by those who can subsidize hotels' and boarding houses to ac- 
complish similar results. It will, therefore, be easily seen by the pro- 
fession at large how their patients are liable to fall into the hands of 
sharks, who prey upon the Infirmities of invalids seeking relief from 
their suflTerings at this wonderful natural resort." 

AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION. 

The above Association is appointed to meet in Nashville on the 18th 
November next. 

The Sanitary Council of the Mississippi Valley and the Tennessee 
Medical Society will also meet at the same time and place. 

A circular containing the programme and topics for discussion will 
soon be distributed by J. 6. Lindsley, the Secretary. 

The occasion is looked forward to as one of great interest to the Pro- 
fession and to the public. 

COLLEGE MUSEUM AND LIBRARY, 

Material for the Southern Medical College Museum and Library is ar- 
riving daily. Parties who propose to donate to this good object are in- 
formed that beautiful cases are being fitted up for the deposit of their 
gifts, which will be registered and the name of the donor placed upon 
every article as a perpetual memento of his generosity. 

BOOK NOTICES. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE COLLEGE PHYSICIANS OF PHILA- 
DELPHIA. Third series, vol. IV. Philadelphia : Lindsay A Blakls- 
ton. 

This volume of the Transactions is one of much interest, containing 
a number of valuable papers. It contains 248 pages, large octavo^ and 
is gotton out in the neat and elegant style for wnich the house of Lind- 
say A Blakiston Is noted. 

THE MULTUM IN PARVO REFERENCE AND DOSE BOOK, by 
C. Henbi Lbonabd. Third edition, revised and enlarged. Detroit, 
southeast corner Gratio and Woodward Avenues. 1879. 
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This new edition of the Dose Book, says the author, contains the 
doses of over 2,500 preparations. My aim is that it shali be the most 
complete in this respect of any book issued. It is the out-of-the-way 
remedies, those little used, that the practitioner is apt to need a memory- 
poster on, and hence I have aimed to give els large a number as possible 
of this class of preparations in the Cose list. '1 he doses of ^ new 
preparations have b^en added to the list in this edition. 

POCKET THERAPEUTIC AND DOSE BOOK, with classification 
and explanation of medicines. Mio. ane max. Doses in troy weights 
with their equivalents in the metric weights. Index and definition of 
diseases, with appropriate remedies. Genitive endings of all medi- 
cines and preparations given in Italics. Index ot common and phar- 
maceutical names. Classification of symptoms. Poisons and their 
antidotes. Useful hints to the prescriber. By Morse Stewart, Jr., 

B. A., M. D. Second edition, revised and enlarged— handsomely 
bound in cloth, $2 ; handsomely bound in morocco, $1 30. Detroit, 
Mich.: Geo. D. Stewart. 1878. 

This is a valuable work, indeed. Duodecimo, 264 pages. 

PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

FIBST STEP IN CHEMICAL PRINCIPLES, an hitroduction to mod- 
em chemistry, intended especially for beginners : By Henry Lefl?- 
man, M. D., Lecturer on Texicology in the Summer School of Jeffer- 
son Medical College; Assistant Professor of Chemistry in Philadel- 
phia Central High School; Lecturer on Chemistry at the Wagner 
Free Institute of Science, etc., etc. Price 50 cents. 

A compact and admirable little work in which is condensed a vast 
amount of information in a small space. It will prove a valuable ac- 
quisition, not only ** to beginners,^' out to advanced students of chemi- 
cal science. 

ARCHIVES OF MEDICINE, a Bi-Monthly Journal, edited by E. C. 
Seguin, M. D. Assistant editors: Thomas A. McBrlde, M. D.. Mat- 
thew D. Mann, M. D., and Lewis A. Stimson, M. D. New York: G. 
P. Putnam's Sons, 182 Fifth Avenue. 1879. 

URETHRISMU8, OR CHRONIC SPASMODIC STRICTURE : By F. 
N. Otis, M. D., clinical Professor of gen i to-urinary diseases in the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, etc. 

PROCEffiDINGS OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF RUSH 
MEDICAL COLLEGE, Chicago. 1879. 

DIPHTHERIA. ITS HISTORY, SYMPTOMS, CAUSES, PREVEN- 
TION AND CURE. Scarlet fever and its successful treatment . By 
Melville G. Keith, M. D. Lincoln, Nebraska: S. L. Moser, publish- 
er. 1879. 

REPORT ON AC^ONITIA IN TRIGEMINAL NEURALGIA : By E. 

C. B. Seguin, M. D. Reprinted from the New York Medical Journal, 
Decemter, 1878. New York : D. Appleton A Co., 549 and 551 Broad- 
way. 1878. 

NORMAL POSITION AND MOVEMENTS OF THE UNIMPREG- 
NATED UTERUS : By Ely Van de Warker, M. D., Syracuse, N. Y., 
Fellow of the American Gynecological Society. New York : William 
Wood A Co., 27 Great Jones street. 1878. 

LACERATION OF THE CERVIX UTERI : By A. Reeves Jackson, 
A. M., M. D., formerly Surgeon-in-Chief of the Woman's Hospital of 
the State of Illinois ; late Lecturer on the surgical diseases of women ; 
in Rush Medical College ; Fellow of the American Gynecological So- 
ciety, etc., etc. Read before the Chicago Medical Society, July 7th, 
1879. Reprinted from the Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner, 
for August, 1879. 
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LARYNGEAL TUMORS AND TUBERCULOUS LARYNGITIS : By 

E. Fletcher Ingals, A. M., M. D.; Lecturer on diseases of tlie chest 
and physical diagnosis and on laryngotomy, in the Host Graduate 
Course, Rush Medical College. Reprinted from the ('hicago Medical 
Journal and Examiner, for July, 1879. 

THE RADICAL CURE OF HERNIA BY THE ANTISEPTIC USE 
OF THE CARBOLIZED CATGUT LIGATUKE : By Henry O. 
Marcy, A. M., M. D., Cambridge, Mass ; member of the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society, American Medical Association; Cambridge 
Medical Improvement Society; late Hurgeon United States Army, 
etc. 

THE TREATMENT OF EPITHELIOMA OF THE CERVIX 
UTERI: By J. Marion gims, M. D.; Founder of the Woman's Hos- 
pital ol the State of New York, and formerly Surgeon to the same; 
ex-President of the American Medical Association, etc., etc. 

A CLINICAL TREATISE ON DISEASES OF ' THE NERVOUS 
SYSTEM : By M. Rosenthal, Professor of diseases of the nervous sys- 
tem, with a preface by Professor Charcot. Translated from the au- 
thor's revised and enlarged edition bv L. Putzel, M. D., visiting 
Physician for nervous diseases Randall's Island Hosiital; Physician 
to the class for nervous diseases, Bellevue Hospital out door depart- 
ment., etc., etc. — Vol. IL, New York: Wm. Wood & Co., 27 Great 
Jones street. 1879. 

This is the second volume of this valuable treatise, the first of which 
we noticed in a previous number of this journal. It is an admirable 
work, replete with instruction and interest on a department of which 
less is known than, perhaps, any other branch of medical science. It 
is 277 octavo pages, neatly gotton up and illustrated. 

OBITUAR V, 

Died, in Hopkinsville, Ky„ September 30th, 1879, Rev, Gideon B. 
Perry, D.D., L.L.D. 

Dr. Perry was an eminent divine, and received also in addition to the 
degrees named, that ofM.D., in Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 
Truly a great and good man is gone ! 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 



Wm. M. Warner & Co.—This Ktauuoh and reliable hon^ still maintains the 
high reputation for reliability and their goods and strict business integrit}* for 
which tiiey have been so long clmrncterized. Their sugflr-coa ted pills are specially 
popular, not only In this countrj-, but in European markets. 

l«actated Pepuln^.— This preparation is composed of the following powerful 
digestive principles, of which each dose of Ave grains contains: Pepsine (pure) 1 
grain (equal to 5 grains of saccharated pepsine); Pancreatine, H grain ; Lactic Add, 
y^ grain; Maltose, l^^ grain ; I)iastn.««e. l-15grnin ; Hydrochloric Acid, 1-10 grain. Doses 
1 to 5craius. Lacliittnl Pepsine will be found of great value in dyspepsia, all phase- 
of indigestion, malnutrition^ diarrhcva in infants, chronic diarrhoea, cljoleia infan, 
tum, constipation, j nd vomiting in iMc*gnancy. 

Be particular to specify '* PARKR, DAV18 & CO.'S LACTATED PEPSINE." 

JHIfrliMit Prise Po t Wine.— The best wine in the countrj- that took the high- 
est premium at th«> Centennial, is ttixjer's Port Grape Wine, which hits become so 
celebrati»d. This wine and his P J brandy are now being used by physicians everv- 
where, who rely upon them as bc>lng the purest and best »t)ld by i)ruggists. For 
■ale by Druf^isis. 
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ABORTED CROUPUS PNEUMONIA, 



BY A. G. HOBBS, M. D., INDIANA. 



In your September number Dr. S. H. Anderson, of Missouri, has 
very kindly criticised my article on croupus pneumonia. I am glad 
that he did so, since the whole of his argument was upon a point that I 
did not dwell upon at sufficient length in my article, but he now gives 
me a chance to do so. The point is that pneumonitis is frequently 
aborted, and if so, no form of it can be due to a specific cause. The 
Doctor thinks it very dangerous that practitioners should be imbued 
with the idea that croupus pneumonia is a specific disease. 

There is an old adage that ** Truth hurts no man," and it applies to 
our science in the same, if not in a greater proportion, than to any 
other. 

He thinks it dangerous, because in his practice he has aborted a 
number of cases of pneumonia. I do not doubt it in the least — ^I will 
go farther — I am confident he has often done so in his long term of 
practice. My experience has been much shorter than his, yet I have 
frequently aborted what, after accomplishing that end, I diagnosed 
catarrhal pneumonia. But I would ask the Doctor if he has not 
failed to abort many cases treated exactly in the same manner and 
under the same circumstances that the successfully aborted cases were 
treated ? Has he not had even the majority of his cases to pass on 
through all the stages peculiar to that disease, showing all the con- 
stitutional symptoms of an ideal case of croupus pneumonia ? 
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Perhaps in one of his aborted cases, after a careful examination, he 

found several lobes or even a part of both lungs beginning to be 

involved, while in a case where his abortive treatment failed there 

may have been during the whole course of the disease only one 

lobe or even a part of a lobe involved, and yet followed by intense 

constitutional symptoms. Why should his veratrum viride abort a 

case where more 'tissue is involved and fail where there is less, if 

the constitutional symptoms are sequent to the local inflammation in 

the lungs ? In the one case it was the catarrhal form, and in the other 

the croupal. 

I would ask, also, if in thinking back over his long course of 

practice if the Doctor does not remember that during some fall or 

winter when he has had a great number of cases of pneumonia in 

one locality (in reality an epidemic) if his abortive treatment did 

not seem to fail more frequently than where he had only a case 

occasionally ? 

It is difficult and even impossible to differentiate the catarrhal 

from the croupal variety in their incipiency. The after course of 
the disease — the failure to abort — the appearance of other cases in 
the neighborhood, proves a case of croupus pneumonia. Practi- 
tioners in malarious districts have time and again reported cases pre- 
senting all the symptoms of yellow fever, and yet no one believed 
them to be yellow fever, because quiuine cured or antidoted them. 
Since we cannot tell in the beginning whether a case will be a pneu- 
monia due to some specific element centralizing itself in the lungs, 
or to a simple inflammation brought about perhaps by an irritation, a 
cold, or some other local cause, we should always begin with the vig- 
orous treatment to prevent, if possible, its further extent, because 
we know empirically that we can often do this in purely local in- 
flammations. If it should be the one or the other no harm is done, 
because if we knew in the beginning that the case was one due to 
a specific cause, our first object would be to control the fever if 
possible, because when the fever is subdued the brunt of the attack 
is over. Now veratrum, by its controlling action upon the heart, acts 

as a febrifuge, so we have not missed the mark though we have not 
.aborted the disease. 

Where, then, is the great danger that the Doctor fears, even 
though every practitioner in the land were imbued with the idea 
that croupus pneumonia were a specific disease? I do not think 
that because the Doctor has aborted many cases of one form of 
pneumonia that there cannot be another form that is specific when 
there are so many reasons for believing that there is such a form, which 
reasons I shall not repeat here, but refer him again to my article in the 
June number of thi.4 journal, where I endeavored to give some 
reasons for believing it a specific and infectious disease, none of which 
were answered. 
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^ENLARGEMENT OE THE RIGHT TESTIS IN CHILD 

TWO YEARS OE AGE. 



BY LINDSAY JOHNSON, M. D., 
Demonstrator of Anotomy In Soutbern Medical College. 



About a month ago P. McM. came to my office for consultation re- 
garding an enlarged condition of his little boy's right testis, he labor- 
ing under the idea that the child was ** ruptured." After making an 
examination of the case, I was happy to inform him that his unpleas- 
ant suspicions were groundless — that his child was only affected with 
a subacute hyperaemic condition of the testis, resulting from a blow 
or slight bruise, the child exhibiting a perfect state of health otherwise. 

In the outset this condition is brought about by inordinate indul- 
gence m venery, masturbation, any urethral excitement from exposure 
to cold and dampness, from fatigue or mental inquietude, from intem- 
perance, and from various constitutional causes. 

Boda testes may be simultaneously affected ; or, as in the above 
case, the -swelling is confined to one — with the swelling, a hydrocele is 
often conjoined. As a general rule the patient's general health is 
;good, and he is seldom debarred from exercise or prevented from at- 
tending to business. A peculiarity in the disease is, that after it has 
•Existed for some length of time, there is so little pain present that 
the testicle may be handled quite roughly withont exciting the slight- 
est unpleasant sensation. Indeed, the swelling frequendy attains a 
considerable magnitude before the patient is actually aware; of the 
condition, so painless and insidious is the approach. 

In the commencement of the disease, or even after considerable 
swelling of the testicle has taken place, strict confinement for a week 
•or two to the horizontal position — elevation of the scrotal sack above 
the pubes, and retention there by a bag or truss, the application of 
leeches followed up by cold saturnine solutions, or camphorated mix- 
ture, and vinegar, or the acetated liquor ammonia, together with 
spare diet, occasional purgation with mercury, and total avoidance 
of all venerial excitement and indulgence, and tapping of the hydro- 
•cele when present, will usually effect a cure in ordinary cases. 

The treatment of rhe little fellow above-mentioned was simple, in- 
deed, and resulted happily. I ordered the child to be taken home 
^nd put on a strictly milk diet for two days — at the expiration of that 
time, I entered the tunica vaginalis — hydrocele existing — a fact I 
failed to mention in the outset, and allowed the fluid to escape, which 
it did freely. No pain seemed to result from the operation whatever. 
Placing the child partly on his back, and instructing parents to keep 
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him in this position as much as possible, I ordered ung. hydg. nitrat.. 
et ung. belladon. partes equales to be well rubbed over the scrotum, 
especially on diseased side — twice daily. In a few days I had the satis- 
faction of seeing the little fellow entirely well, running about as- 
though nothing ever troubled him. 



ACONITE IN PNEUMONIA. 



BY A. C. F. RABAGLIATI, M. A., M. D. 



The cases of pneumonia cut short by the use of tincture of aconite 
which Dr. Dobie has lately recorded in the Practitioner appear to me 
deserving of some remarks, which I shall attempt to keep within a» 
short a compass as possible. I have no doubt at all the cases 
were really pneumonias, and the treatment is such as is not only 
recommended in some text-books of therapeutics, but I should say is ' 
in pretty general use among medical men, though not yet perhaps so- 
much so as it ought to be. It has been my practice for years to treatt 
incipient pneumonias and also other simple inflammations by aconite, 
which however I have found it convenient to use of one-tenth of the 
strength of the pharmacopceial tincture, the remaining nine-tenths be- 
ing rectified spirit. I think if Dr. Dobie had used this preparation he 
would not have induced the vomiting which he describes in cases III^ 
and IV., and which is no essential part of the cure. 

I should like to say a few words on the rationale of the use of 
aconite, and shall do so in language similar to what I used in address- 
ing to your readers some remarks on the question, ** Are there Laws, 
of Therapeutics ?" In my view aconite follows the universal law of 
agents (not merely therapeutical remedies) competent to affect the 
economy, viz., that it acts by action and reaction, which are contrary 
to one another. The action of aconite is the same a«? that of cold ; it 
depresses the vital power of the sympathetic nerves, and contracts the 
vaso-motor muscular fibres. The reaction of aconite (or, properly 
speaking, of the economy affected by aconite) is shown in relation of 
the spasm, and in congestion of the capillary vessels. If one attends 
only to the latter occurrence, one may say, aconite causes the phe- 
nomena of the (simple) feverish state. In point of fact, however, this 
is only half the truth, which is stated fully thus : aconite causes first 
spanaemia, and second, congestion of the capillary vessels. Now what 
is (simple) inflammation ? Is it not the reaction due to exposing the 
body to cold ? And are not the steps of the process first spanaemia of J 

the exposed part, and second congestion of the same ? The latter con- " 

dition we are in the habit of calling inflammation, though only by 
overlooking the fact that it is secondary, and not a primary occur- 
rence — an error, by the way, that Cullen did not fall into. Aconite, 
then, cures inflammation because its action depresses the vaso-motor 
system, and therefore lowers the excitement of the febrile reaction- 
For which reason the dose should be small, so small as not to induce 
any secondary wave of reaction, which might leave the patient as bad 
as he was before. Being small, the dose should be frequently re- 
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[peated ; and I am in the habit of administering it, not every hour or 
half hour, but every ten or fifteen minutes, till lowering of pulse and 
^temperature, moisture of skm, and sleep, are induced. Not once, but 
many times, have I been able thus to check incipient pneumonia, peri- 
tonitis, pleurisy, and tonsilitis ; and in children particularly the effects 
are marvelous. The induction of sleep is difficult to explain. I do 
not think it is a direct effect of aconite, but rather an indirect one, ob- 
tained by combating the excitement, and allowing rather than inducing 
nature to complete the cure by rest. Sweating seems also to be an in- 
direct effect of the administration, to be explained in some similar way. 

Next comes the question, Why does aconite act in pneumonia on 
the capillaries of the lung, in pleurisy of the pleura, in tonsilitis of 
the tonsil, etc.? Because, it is replied, these parts when inflamed are 
more susceptible than when they are in their normal state, just as they 
-are more susceptible to painful pressure. Aconite has a wide range of 
Action, but it is determined to act on a given part of the capillary sys- 
tem by the susceptibility of that part. 

Now, to show further that this view of action and reaction is sound, 
let me remind you that the reaction caused by cold can be itself cured 
Iby the action of cold. Judicious ** packing" will resolve a pneumonia 
about as well as aconite. Again : excessive pressure will cause in- 
flammation of the skin as its reactionary effect, and I have, on one oc- 
casion, which I shall always remember, cured the inflammatory ery- 
sipelas which followed excision of the knee-joint in a young woman by 
a carefully applied bandage. The water used for packing in the former 
case should not be too cold, neither should the bandage in the latter be 
too tightly applied ; otherwise reaction might in turn be set up and the 
.inflammatory symptoms increased. Supposing the erysipelas in the 
■case just referred to to have been due to over-pressure, these instances 
of treatment are not covered by the formula similia similibus, but must 
be stated as eadem tisdem or identical by identical. Even then, however, 
the formula would be but an empirical onr, which is explained when 
action and reaction, its simpler expression, are considered and under- 
stood. Neither is it true td say, as some do, **a moderate dose acts as 
you describe, but a large one has only what you call a secondary 
.action." For, first, what is a large dose, and what a small, and what 
a moderate one ? And, second, when the dose is big enough, only the 
primary action is induced, since the patient does not live to have the 
•secondary; just as a man exposed all night in the snow has neither in- 
flammation nor frost bite, since he is killed before he has time to have 
cither. Supposing one were to argue from that, that cold has an oppo- 
site action in small quantities to what it exerts in large quantities ! 
Thirdly, just as the mass of medical men to-day think of inflamma- 
tion as a congestion simply overlooking the spanaemia which precedes 
that condition (and how many of us have given due attention to the 
subnormal pulse and temperature which succeed the congestion ?) so, I 
am convinced, have many others overlooked the depression induced by 
aconite previously to the induction of the feverish state, and hence 
have said, * * Aconite induces the feverish state. " There is reason for 
thinking that the reaction of a remedy or agent is proportional to the 
action of the same ; but I will not weary your readers by repeating at 
length what has been said on a former occasion. Meantime I think I 
ihave shown that — 
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1. Aconite, like other agents, has on the economy an action and at 
reaction. The former is a spanaemic, the latter a congestive action. 

2. Small and large doses have only an apparent, not a real contrarie- 
ty of action. 

3. Aconite acts in simple inflammations by combating the reaction 
of cold, which is commonly, but only by oversight, called inflamma- 
tion. — T/ie Practitioner, 



HYPODERMIC USE OF MORPHIA. 



The request of Dr. Kane, of New York, to answer certain ques- 
tions in regard to hypodermic injection of moi-phia, prompts me to 
give some of my experience in that direction in the past eight years.. 
I do so the more readily because there seems to be a strong prejudice 
in the minds of some of the older country practitioners against the 
hyyodermic use of morphia. I was in consultation not long since 
with a very intelligent physician of great standing, and an army sur- 
geon of the late war, who said he had never used the hypodermic 
syringe, and did not intend doing so, as he considered it dangerous- 
and uncalled for. I am acquainted with a number of other regular 
physicians, who, either from want of appreciation of its great value, 
or thorough prejudice against it, do not own hypodermic syringes, and 
consequently never make use of it. 

I was called upon a few years ago to take charge of a case of very 
acute uterine pains, in connection with great irritability of the stomach. 
I relieved her with two fourth-grain injections of sulph. morphia. 

Now, it must be admitted that the hypodermic use of morphia is a 
matter not to be trifled with by any one, or tampered with by persons- 
unacquainted with its proper use. But neither ought poisonous medi- 
cine, like arsenic, strychnia, etc., be carelessly or ignorantly used;, 
and yet no one would think of discardtng these valuable remedies be- 
cause they require care in their administration. That is one of our 
most potent means for the relief of human suffering, no one doubts- 
who has had any experience in its use. In acute pains, of a spas- 
modic nature, is where its great value is most apparent; and, in fact,, 
in many cases its use is almost indispensable. 

In illustration of its great utility and its superiority over giving by 
mouth in particular cases, I will cite the history of a case of severe 
cramp of the- stomach in a young lady I was called upon to treat about 
six months ago. There was nothing peculiar about the case, except- 
ing the spasmodic closure of the cardiac orifice of the stomach, pre- 
venting the entrance of any substance whatever into the organ. I 
received the call on my way to another patient, and unfortunately did. 
not have with me my hypodermic syringe ; I gave her at once, by 
mouth, sulph. morphia, half a grain, to be repeated every hour until 
pain is relieved ; I also ordered a large mustard plaster over the gas- 
tric region, to be followed by hot stupes ; four hours after my first visit 
I was sent for again ; I found the pain no better, though she had 
already taken two grains of morphia ; I now injected, within three- 
fourths of an hour of each other, two fourth-grain doses of 
morphia, which relieved her entirely in twenty minutes after the last. 
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dose. I felt some anxiety after she was relieved as to the effects of the 
morphia taken by mouth when the stomach would become relaxed, but 
she recovered without much trouble. 

Take as another instance, illustrative of its indispensable value, a 
severe case of cholera morbus, with excessive vomiting, in which 
nothing will be retained in the stomach sufficiently long to produce 
relief; a hypodermic injection of a third or a fourth of a grain of 
morphia will almost invariably relieve your patient in less time than it 
takes to send a prescription to the nearest apothecary. There are many 
other instances in which if the hypodermic syringe is not used the 
attendant does not do his full duty, up to the latest advances in medi- 
cal science. I have frequently entirely relieved the urgent distress 
and suffering of cases of cholera morbus and colic in from ten to fif- 
teen minutes, a result that cannot be accomplished in any other w^ay. 
Of all the means at our disposal for the combatting of disease and suf- 
fering, I know of none in which I have such implicit confidence, as in 
the hypodermic syringe. When called to a case of acute pain, I feel 
certain I can relieve it, no matter whether my patient can retain any- 
thing in his stomach or not ; and besides that I always know just how 
much morphia is in my patient's system, which is not always the case 
in giving by mouth. The evil results sometimes accompanying and 
following the hypodermic use of morphia can generally be avoided by 
care in performing the operation. The solution should be thorough 
and clear of extraneous matter, and I always heat it to about the tem- 
perature of the body before injecting ; the greatest danger is in inject- 
mg into a vein sufficiently large to carry the whole dose at once into 
the circulation ; that can be avoided by selecting a place where the 
large veins are least numerous, and by injecting, say a third of the 
dose and then waiting eight or ten seconds, when, if in a vein, the 
symptoms will show themselves. The first symptoms are a feeling of 
great fullness of the head and intense flushing of the face, coming on 
within a few seconds after the operation. Such, at least, was the 
case in a patient of mine. 

Care should also be taken to introduce the point of the needle well 
into the subcutaneous cellular tissue, and not inject into the substance 
of the skin, otherwise the skin at once swells, as if stung by a bee, 
and abscesses are liable to follow. To do this properly the skin should 
be raised by pinching a fold of it between the thumb and finger and 
entering the needle perpendicularly to its surface, and not, as I have 
seen it done, at but a slight angle to the surface, passing through the 
skin for half an inch or more before entering the cellular tissue, caus- 
ing considerable pain. I saw several abscesses follow its use, but in 
every instance I am satisfied the point of the needle had not been 
clearly in the subcutaneous cellular tissue. My usual dose is a fourth 
of a grain ; less if the pain is slight, and more if extraordinarily 
severe ; I have already given as much as three grains in a case of se- 
vere cramps in a person addicted to the excessive habitual use of opium. 

I usually give morphia sulph. alone, excepting in neuralgic affec- 
tions, when I combine a fourth grain morphia to a sixteenth of a 
grain of sulph. atropia. I do not submit this to your readers as em- 
bodying anything new or original, but merely as a gentle reminder to 
the inexperienced in this matter, of some interesting facts connected 
with its practical use. — Dr, /. A, Houtz in Medical and Surgical Rep. 
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PHYTOLACCA DECANDRA AS A REMEDIAL AGENT 

IN MASTITIS, 



BY WM. F. HOLT, M. D., MACON. 



The accoucheur who has safely conducted his patient through the 
travails of labor, perhaps tedious and complicated; who witnessed the 
maternal emotions of the fond parent when the cry of the infant 
caused her whole frame to vibrate with a thrill of joy, since it unmis- 
takably announced to her that the dream of her young life was fondly 
realized, should feel profoundly grateful that through his agency the 
safety of both mother and child are assured. 

But, having congratulated himself that **all is well," yet he well 
knows that dangers may arise that will tax to the utmost his profes- 
sional skill. His mind dwells upon the various diseases incident to the 
parturient chamber. Puerperal fever and puerperal peritonitis loom 
up before him and fill him with anxious forebodings. Mastitis and 
mammary abscess, with its tedious suppuration, hectic fever and attend- 
ant sufferings, while not presenting so formidable an array of symp- 
toms, or so destructive to life, yet causes him anxious solicitude, since 
the treatment hitherto adopted has been so unsuccessful. Until within 
a few years it was a problem — one that has not been successfully de- 
monstrated, as to what was the best method of treating mastitis. 
Divers remedies had been suggested, various specifics announced and 
heralded to the profession as the remedy **par excellence ;" all in turn 
have been faithfully tried and consigned to merited oblivion. 

So often had the profession been disappointed in the various reme- 
dial agents suggested for the successful treatment of this obstinate affec- 
tion, that it came to be regarded as almost the opprobrium of the pro- 
fession. 

An old and experienced physician — one who enjoyed a large and 
lucrative practice — who stood in the front rank of his profession, justly 
enjoying the confidence of his numerous patrons, once remarked to 
the writer (who had consulted him as to the best means to be empfoyed 
in the treatment of mastitis) that he knew of no method that posi- 
tively promised good results. That he would suggest as soon as 
the gland became hard and painful, that hot fermentations or poul- 
tices be constantly and assiduously applied (thereby inviting suppura- 
tion) until pus had formed, and then to lance freely ; that, in his 
judgment, it was not only the best method of dealing with it, but 
one that caused less distress to the patient. Not feeling satisfied, I 
in turn tried various remedies that were offered, and finally con- 
cluded that we had in belladonna locally applied a good agent, but 
not one that met all the requirements. 

Within a few years my attention was directed to thephytolaccadecan- 
dra as a remedy that met all the indications. I at once resolved to give it a 
fair test. Soon an opportunity presented itself. On the night of No- 
vember 12, 1876, I was called to see Mrs. A. B., in labor with her 
third child. Nothing unusual occurred, and on the following morning 
the labor successsuUy terminated. On visiting her the third day my 
attention was directed to the hard and painful breast ; her mind was 
filled with gloomy forebodings, as she informed me that in both of her 
previous confinements they had caused her intense suffering and had to 
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be lanced several times, and her convalescence was slow and tedious. 
Upon examination I found both glands filled with several hard nodules 
and very painful. She stated that previously, she had used various 
plasters that had been recommended, and that belladonna, both in the 
form of ointment and the fluid extract, had been used. I at once 
ordered her to take five drops of the fluid extract of phytolacca de- 
candra every three hours until its constitutional effect was produced, 
and then suspend its use or lengthen the intervals. I confess that my 
faith in the remedy was not very great, but it was the only one at my 
command. She faithfully carried out my directions, and in a few days 
all traces of the inflammation had disappeared. The same lady was 
confined again in 1878; the same symptoms presented themselves, 
and were again promptly relieved by the phytolacca decandra admin- 
istered as before; I could produce several more cases from my note 
book, showing the good effect of the remedy, but as all were attended 
with similar results, deem it unnecessary. 

My friend, Dr. Charles H. Hall, of this city, who regards the phyto- 
lacca as the only remedy in mastitis, informs me that he uses the fluid 
^extract as a local application to the gland in addition to giving it m- 
ternally, and that it rarely disappoints him in arresting the inflamma- 
tion. 

In this connection I would remark that the most reliable prepa- 
ration I have used is the fluid extract (from the fresh root) pre- 
pared by W. S. Merrell & Co., of Cincinnati, Ohio. While I am 
aware, Mr. President, that this is not a new remedy, yet it is one that 
has been so successful in my hands that I felt warranted in directing 
the attention of the profession to it, feeling assured that he who tries 
it faithfully, and uses a reliable preparation of the fresh root, will find 
that nothing more is desired, and that this troublesome and painful 
affection can almost with certainty be averted. — Transactions of the 
Medical Association of Georgia. 



ALCOHOL IN FEVER. 



In a discussion, at a recent meeting of the British Medical Associa- 
tion, Dr. Spedding (Belfast) said he had considerable experience in the 
administration of stimulants to children in a variety of diseases, chiefly 
high pyrexiae and fevers. Only one speaker had alluded to giving 
-stimulants to children, and he seemed to be rather averse to it. He 
had cases in which, for several days, children had not allowed one 
particle of nutritive food to enter their stomachs, and had lived on 
nothing but water and punch, made very sweet and taken cold. It 
had been his practice for the last eight years, in the Belfast Dispensa- 
ry, to withhold alcohol till pulmonary complications appeared, about 
ihe second or third week. He thought that was the time when the 
use of stimulants was indicated ; and then he measured the amount of 
his stimulants by the amount of the pulmonary complications. It 
seemed to act remarkably well on the heart, and also acted as an ex- 
pectorant. 

Dr. Smith, of Dumfries, said that in ScoUand they recognized fever 
as a disease that ran a certain course. They found that the best 
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method of preventing death was to support the system from the com- 
mencement of the fever; and they did not givj stimulants when they 
found that nervous symptoms were produced. 

Dr. Sinclair (Dundee) was of opinion that the other ingredients of 
ignored, as they too often were. Whisky contained none of those 
volatile ethers which were developed by keeping in the rich wines of 
France and Spain ; and for this reason he objected to the administra- 
most alcoholic fluids were not by any means to be under-estimated or 
tion of whisky. 

Dr. Little (Dublin) wished it not to be supposed that he thought 
alcohol was not one of the most valuable agents they had. He had, 
however, thought it was potent for evil as well as for good; and that 
they must be exceedingly cautious in its use. He had himself been in 
the habit of prescribing a cup of tea in the morning, beaten up with 
the yolk of an egg, as a substitute for stimulants. 

The President said this had been the most satisfactory discussion on 
a question of treatment that he had ever heard. They had gentlemen 
there with extreme views on both sides ; and there had arisen from 
those gentlemen not only a convergence, but an actual conjunction of 
opinion as to the point ot the value of alcohol in the treatment of 
fever. In the first place, it was apparently agreed that the patient in 
fever was like a ship in the storm. They could not do very much for 
the storm, but they could do a great deal in steering the ship in the 
storm. The main object was to support the life of the patient in pass- 
ing through the storm of fever. In the next place, when the patient 
began to sail, and death was threatened, perhaps the best remedy was 
alcohol. It was also agreed that circumstances arose in the course of 
the fever, and pointing to failure, perhaps not only was alcohol a suc- 
cessful, but was the only successful means which they could employ ;. 
and that, when they gave alcohol, they must give it with a sparing or 
with a tentative hand ; and so long as certain evidences of disagreea- 
ment did not arise ; so long as the tongue was not dry, as the pulse 
was not increased ; so long as no suppression of urine, and as no in- 
crease of delirium occurred ; and so long as the patient felt comforted 
and quiet, they might go on with the idea that they were assisting the 
patient in arriving at a happy termination of the disease. 

Dr. Morell Mackenzie read an article on Laryngeal Phthisis, of 
which the following is an abstract : 

I . Laryngeal phthisis is due to the presence and subsequent breaking 
down of tubercles in the; mucous and sub-mucous membranes. The 
tubercles, some very small and some as large as a millet seed, are 
found imbedded in a reticular structure, filled with small, round lym- 
phoid cells. This tubercular matter is sometimes deposited uniformly 
through the thickness of the mucous membrane, but much more com- 
monly it is found in the most superficial layer of the mucous mem- 
brane, immediately beneath the epithelium. 2. Laryngeal phthisis is 
essentially a secondary phenomenon, occurring as a sequel to pulmo- 
nary phthisis. There is no evidence that any case of primary laryn- 
geal phthisis has ever existed. 3. The disease is not due to the corro- 
sive action of the sputa. 4. The disease is much more common 
among males than females. Out of 500 cases examined by the author 
during life, 365 were males and 135 females. In a hundred necrop- 
sies, there were 73 males and 23 females. 5. The most frequently 
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present symptom of Laryngeal phthisis is impairment of the local func- 
tion. In 500 cases the voice was impaired 460 times ; cough wa^ a 
marked symptom in 427 patients; dysphagia occurred 151 times. 6. 
The naked eye appearances of Laryngeal phthisis, either during life or 
after death, cannot be absolutely relied upon, but pale pyriform swell- 
ings of the aryepiglottic folds, and a pale, turban-like thickening of 
the epiglottis, are seldom met with except in Laryngeal phthisis. More 
or less uniform thickening, with marked pallor, of the mucous mem- 
brane and small scattered ulcers, are the characteristic features of the 
disease. 7. The prognosis is always unfavorable, the ordinary dura- 
tion of life after the throat symptoms have become troublesome being 
from twelve to eighteen months. 8. The only treatment which is of 
any use consists in the employment of palliative remedies. Where 
there is k pain in swallowing, insufflation of morphia gives the great- 
est amount of relief. 



LETTER FROM VIENNA— CESAREAN SECTION. 



Mr. Editor : — On Sunday, May 25th, I had the good fortune to 
see a case of Caesarean section with extirpation of the uterus and 
both ovaries, a description of which may be of interest to your 
readers. This operation, which originated in America, has lately 
been revived here, and is now well established, having been done, in 
all, twenty-two times, and seven times in Vienna alone. Professor 
Carl Braun has operated three times previous to the operation I am 
about to describe. One of the patients was in a very bad condition at 
the time of the operation, and died soon after, but the other two cases, 
were successful. Professor Spaeth has operated twice. In one case 
the patient was almost dead at the time of the operation, dying soon 
after, and a putrid child was extracted. In the second case both 
mother and child were saved. Professor Gustav Braun has operated 
once, the mother dying, and the child being saved. 

Professor Carl Braun performed his fourth operation at 10:40 p. m.> 
May 25th, in the lecture room, about fifteen spectators being present. 
The patient is a dwarf, four feet in height, and is twenty-five years old. 
She had rachitis when a child, and is frightfully deformed. She was 
raped by a drunken man, thirty-six years old, last August, and had no 
difficulty during her pregnancy, coming to the hospital soon after labor 
pains began, and being in apparently excellent condition, with the ex- 
ception of a slight attack ot bronchitis. The abdomen was very large,, 
the child being apparently of full size. The head presented, but was- 
fieely movable above the brim of the pelvis. The pelvis was of the 
rachitic type, with an antero-posterior diameter of two inches. The 
operation was performed soon after the beginning of labor, by Profes- 
sor Carl Braun, assisted by Professor Gustav Braun and other gentle- 
men. 

The patient was narcotized with a mixture of ether and chloroform, 
which is in general use here, the abdomen washed with carbolic acid 
and water, the pubes shaved, and the catheter mtroduced. The mem- 
branes had ruptured spontaneously about half an hour previously. An 
atomizer with a solution of thymol stood in the room, but the stream 
was not directed over the abdomen. The incision was made from the 
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umbilicus downward withih three inches of the symphysis, in the linea 
alba, and carefully deepened until the peritoneal cavity was opened. 
The arteries, two small branches, were secured by torsion, and then a 
probe-pointed bistoury was introduced, and the incision prolonged up- 
ward and to the left one and a half inches. The uterus was thus ex- 
posed, and was pushed forward by an assistant, so that its anterior sur- 
face protruded through the abdominal wound, and an incision being 
made with a scalpel, a probe-pointed bistoury was introduced, and the 
incision prolonged to about four inches. The gush of blood which 
followed was prevented from entering the abdominal cavity by the for- 
ward position of the uterus. The child was then extracted by the feet, 
and the placenta was torn off at the same time. The uterus was then 
grasped around the vaginal portion and compressed, the bleeding be- 
ing controlled in this way until the chain of Billroth's ecraseur was ad- 
justed. This was so applied as to inclose the uterus at the anatomical 
internal os, both ovaries thus being above the chain, and was strongly 
compressed. The uterus was then excised three-quarters of an inch 
above the chain, the ovaries being included in the excised mass. The 
stump of the uterus was then inclosed in a steel clamp, below the chain 
of the ecraseur, and, the latter being removed, the stump above the 
clamp was transfixed with a long needle, with the idea of preventing 
the clamp from slipping when sloughing began. Two rubber drainage 
tubes were then inserted, and the edges of the abdominal wounds were 
brought together, the stump and clamp remaining outside. Silk sutures 
were used, being inserted over a fiat sponge, and tied after the sponge 
was removed. The wound was dressed with a Lister's bandage, some 
preparation of tar being applied immediately over the wound. The 
whole operation took just an hour, and the patient rallied well, and 
seemed much comforted at the promise of a glass of brandy. The 
child was a large girl, and was in excellent condition. 

The whole operation was exceedingly well done, and four days later 
the patient was doing well, and seemed in a fair way to recover, though 
the bronchitis caused some anxiety. The advantages of this operation 
are, first, that the patient is never exposed again to the danger of a 
similar operation, should she survive ; secondly, that the bleeding is 
absolutely controlled after the extraction of the contents of the uterus ; 
and, thirdly, that the danger of peritonitis is much lessened by avoid- 
ing uterine sutures, and secondary hemorrhage from the uterine 
wound, which was so often the case when uterine sutures were not 
employed. 

The results of the Vienna cases are certainly very favorable, and so 
far seem to recommend a wider adoption of the operation. — Boston 
Medical Journal. 



THE THERAPEUTIC VALUE CROTON CHLORAL. 



In a very interesting paper read before the Ulster Medical So- 
ciety, Dr. Riddell (Dublin Medical Journal, April, 1879), reports 
his experience of the great therapeutical value of croton (butyl) chlo- 
ral. He mentions a case of severe paroxysmal headache, ineffectually 
treated for many years by all the usual remedies of the Pharmacopoeia, 
but cured by five grains of butyl-chloral, twice daily, and ten grains 
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taken at night dissolved in spirits of wine and glycerine, with a little 
acid and syrup of orange to cover the flavor. The patient continues 
the five-grain doses at night, and now enjoys better health than she has 
done for years. Since that case, Dr. Riddell says he has used it 
largely, sometimes failing, sometimes relieving, till, by keeping an ac- 
count of all his cases, it began to be clear which were most benefited 
by the drug. 

Since then the number of cases relieved (some permanently) has in- 
creased. These cases are : headache in females arising from mental 
distress ; those cases of headache frequenlly at the menopause — in 
fact, all those called neuralgic, except a few arising from internal mischief, 
are benefited, and in many instances cured. In that distressing species 
of neuralgia called tic douloureux he has found.it in many cases 
acting like a charm. Of course, he does not include any arising from 
cranial or intracranial causes. He has tried it in neuralgia of the 
ovaries, but no good resulted. In insomnia, it is not so reliable as the 
hydrate ; but in some cases, where the loss of or inability to sleep is ac- 
companied by a weak or fatty heart, it is to be preferred, as it has no 
weakening effect on the central organ of the circulation. 

In one case of delirium tremens, where the circulation was very 
feeble, the combination of croton chloral with digitalis had a wonder- 
ful effect, and it seemed as if the drugs could be given together in 
much smaller doses to produce the same results than singly. In this 
case he pushed it from ten to thirty grains every three hours, with 
drachm and two-drachm doses of the infusion of digitalis. In pain 
arising from caries of teeth, he has found it useless in most cases, and 
in all inferior to Richardson's ** tincturagelsemini," but in one case of 
a nervous young lady, by giving her two ten-grain doses, he was able 
to extract a tooth* next to painlessly, to her great satisfaction. 

It is in affections of those parts supplied by the fifth pair of nerves 
that it is of most use, but to be of service, the drug must be given in 
far larger doses than prescribed in the Pharmacoepia for adults, five 
grains three or four times daily, gradually increasing if required. If 
stimulants be wanted, dissolve it in rectified spirit ; if not, dissolve it 
in glycerine. In all cases complicated with haemorrhoids, give glycerine. 
If anaemia exist, combine it with iron, or, what he believes better, 
arsenic ; then gradually lessen the chloral. In all cases he has found 
it better to give it in solution than in powder or pill. Dr. Riddell 
mentions also severe pain with photophobia and blepharsopasm after 
injury, in which atropia failed, but ten grains of butyl-chloral, repeat- 
ed in an hour, gave complete relief; and a case of acute painful facial 
carbuncle, in which the effect of ten grain doses every three hours 
was ** simply marvelous," the disease going through its frequent 
stages almost without the patient knowing anything of the matter 
from the sense of feeling. — British Medical Journal, 



A NEW MIXTURE. 



I have been using for the past six years a tonic and digestive prepa- 
ration that I find of considerable value, and I think that the profession 
should be made aware of its merits through your journal. I usually 
prescribe it under the name of co-phosphate powders. Its composi- 
tion and mode of preparation is as follows : 
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B. Ferri phos 

Sodii phos, 

Calcis pboR aa ^ ss. 

8acb. lactis J^ i. 

Expose the soda to a gentle heat in a porcelain vessel until the 
water of crystalization is driven off, taking care to not continue the 
heat until it becomes caustic, having the other powders perfectly dry. 
Mix the whole and triturate thoroughly. Dose, from ten to twenty 
grains three times every day. 

This preparation is pleasant and almost tasteless, and is well borne by 
the most delicate stomach. I have used it in almost every condition 
of malnutrition and general debility, and notably in incipient turber- 
culosis, chronic bronchitis attended with emaciation. And, also, in 
those cases of malnutrition so common in chronic uterine diseases, 
hysteria and various forms of neuralgia accompanied by indigestion. 
In this class of cases I have found no better tonic and promoter of 
digestion. This is the verdict of such of my professional brethren 
as have given it a trial. I think its greatest efficacy is found in 
that unfortunate class of cases which come under the care of almost 
every physician in general practice; the early stages of tuberculo- 
sis, m which the much prescribed cod liver oil is so illy borne, and 
often inadmissible, where the patient is unable to take a sufficient 
quantity of the oil to arrest rapid tissue waste. Here I would most 
strongly urge its persistent administration. I think its mode of action 
is two-fold— -direct and indirect. It certainly furnishes directly to the 
tissues iron, lime and phosphorous; and indirectly, it stimulates diges- 
tion and aids assimilation of food in its various forms. I have now 
under observation several cases in which I have exhibited it for tuber- 
cular disease. Two of these cases had, five years ago, unmistakable 
physical signs of small cavities and softening of lung tissue fully de- 
veloped with emaciation and hectic fever, and after its daily use for 
from eight to ten months, both of them are now apparently restorecUo 
health; and I have rarely failed to observe improvement in cases 
treated in early stages of pulmonary tubercle. I am sure it is more 
reliable than cod liver oil in any of its many combinations. I also use 
it in certain stages of bowel and digestive troubles of children. It 
may be exhibited in conjunction with cod liver oil, by giving before 
meals and the oil after. It seems to render the oil less offensive to the 
alimentary canal and more easily assimilated. However, since I have 
learned its great value and superiority to the oil, I rarely give the 
latter. — Dt\ J, IV. Collins y M. Z>., in Medical Herald, 



THE STIGMATA OF MAIZE AND THE ARENARIA RUBRA 

IN DISEASES OF THE BLADDER. 



As the stigmata of maize are a very recent and as yet but 
little known addition to the materia medica, the following resume of 
the conclusions reached by Dr. Dufau, both from personal observation 
and from the reports of others, will undoubtedly prove interesting : 

I. The stigmata of maize have a very marked, though not always a 
favorable action in all affections of the bladder, whether acute or 
chronic. 



Southern Medical Record. 415 

2. In acute traumatic cystitis, and also in gonorrhoeal cystitis, they 
have a very m irked diuretic action, but at the same time increase the 
pain ; hence they should not be employed in these cases. 

3. The best results have been obtained in cases of uric or phos- 
phatic gravel, or chronic cystitis, whether simple or consecutive to 
gravel, and of mucous or muco-purulent catarrh. All the symptoms 
of the disease, the vesical pains, the dysuria, the excretion of sand, 
the ammoniacal odor, etc., etc., rapidly disappear under the influence 
of the medicine. 

4. The retention of urine dependent on these various affections 
•often disappears as improvement progresses, but the use of the sound 
must sometimes be continued, in order to empty the bladder com- 
pletely. 

5. The stigmata of maize have very often produced a cure after all 
the usual internal remedies had been tried in vain, or with only par- 
tial success. In other cases the ordinary methods of treatment, which 
ihad at first proved more or less entirely useless, became efficacious 
after the stigmata had been administered for a time, and had, as it 
were, broken the ground for them. Most frequently the stigmata 
alone sufficed for the cure, but still in some cases the effect was in- 
complete, and it was found that the treatment could be varied with 
benefit Infections and irrigations of the bladder also proved useful 
adjuncts to the maice. 

6. As the stigmata of maize are a very powerful, though at the same 
time entirely inoffensive diuretic, they have also been employed with 
the best results in cases of heart disease, albuminuria, and other affec- 
tions requiring diuretics. Cases have been reported in which the uri- 
nary secretions were tripled and even quintupled in the first twenty- 
four hours, and others where the exhibition of the drug was continued 
for two or three months without the slightest untoward effect. 

7. The best preparations of the stigmata are the extract and a 
S)rrup made from it. The decoction is unreliable and uncertain. The 
syrup, the usual dose of which is two or three teaspoonsful per diem, 
must be largely diluted, and for this purpose either hot or cold water, 

• or a decoction of the stigmata may be used. The taste of this mix- 
ture is very agreeable. It should be given fasting. 

Another remedy for diseases of the bladder that has lately begun to 
attract attention, is the arenaria rubra, a plant of the order of caryo- 
phyllece. It is known in Algeria by the common name of sabline, and 

.has long enjoyed repute in Malta and Sicily as a household remedy for 
the treatment of gravel and catarrh of the bladder. It seems to be 
useful in the same line of cases as the stigmata of maize, but as yet 

-our knowledge concerning its powers and uses is very limited. — Le 
Courier Medical^ May 3d and July 12th. 

MANAGEMENT OF RETAINED SECUNDINES IN 

ABORTION. 



Dr. S. Baruch, of Camden, South Carolina, has a paper on this sub- 

Ject in the "Transactions of the South CaroHna Medical Association, 

1879," which contains some practical suggestions. He finds that only 

X)x, Fordyce Barker is in entire accord with his views of treatment of 
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such cases. As to the diagnosis of abortion during the first half of 
pregnancy, experience has taught him one reliable sign, which indi- 
cates that the ovum has been dischargad, viz. , the funnel-shaped cervix 
uteri. ** By firm pressure, the point of the examining finger can be 
forced to enter the dilated cervix, and can be made to touch the spas- 
modically contracted internal os, which presents a sharply defined, 
rigid, rounded aperture. In the absence of placental remains, this is 
the only positive evidence of an abortion ; it is a condition whichi 
neither an ordinary menorrhagia nor any other trouble but an abortion, 
can produce." 

Dr. Baruch is satisfied that all attempts to secure removal of the- 
secundines immediately after abortion are harmful and should be aban- 
doned. ** The celebrated Dr. Barnes says in one of his excellent 
lectures, that the reputation of skill in these cases attributed to him ifv 
not deserved, because he is usually called in consultation thirty-six icy 
forty-eight hours after the abortion, when the medical attendant has 
given up in despair his repeated efforts at removal of the secundines. 
After the expiration of this period, the connection between the foreiga 
body and the uterine tissue has been either greatly softened or entirely^ 
severed, and the removal then is a matter of comparative ease. " 

If hemorrhage threatens, or if the patient cannot be under constant 
supervision, the tampon should be resorted to. Whether the os is con- 
tracted or presents the funnel-shape above alluded to, seal up the cer- 
vix, and render it impervious to air and fluid. Depend upon the vagi- 
nal tampon as a support for the cervical plug. Give opiates to allay 
pain when necessary, and ergot as a haemostatic. 

Usually on the second day after the introduction of the plug, the- 
latter is extruded during an act of micturition or defecation, and the 
retained secundines are expelled with it. Occasionally the latter may- 
hang from the os, whence they can be readily twisted off with forceps. 
Should the fortunate issue not follow, a vaginal injection of carbolized 
water is given, and another plug is introduced. — Obstetric Gazette, 



GOOD EFFECTS OF AMMONIACAL SULPHATE OF COPPER- 
IN NEURALGIA OF THE FIFTH NERVE (TIC DOUL- 
OUREUX.) 

Dr. Fereol having found several times obstinate cases of neuralgia* 
of the fifth nerve, which had resisted a variety of other means, rapidly 
and completely cured by the administration of ammoniacal sulphate or 
copper, reports to the Academic de Medecine on the subject. The 
first case is that of a strong man, aged thirty-two, who had suffered so 
atrociously from terrible neuralgic crisis that on some days he was. 
scarcely free for a few minutes at a time. Six teeth had been vainly 
extracted, and anti-neuralgic medication exhausted. He then tried, 
ammoniacal sulphate of copper. The amelioration was considerable 
on the first day ; on the second, the patient .slept all night for the first, 
time in two months; and at the end of ten days he left the hospital 
cured. A second case of supra-orbital neuralgia in a strong young: 
man, occurring every mcrning and ceasing at noon, had been vainly 
treated by leeching, blistering and full doses of quinine. The ammo- 
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niacal sulphur of copper, given in a dose first of all of o.io and then 
0.15 centigrammes daily, produced an immediate amelioration of pain, 
and the patient described himself as cured. The medication was con- 
tinued for a week, and the neuralgia did not return. Similar effects 
were obtained by M. Fereol in a lady, aged forty-three, delicate, ner- 
vous, but not hysterical, suffering from persistent right hemicrania, 
with atrocious pain in the fifth pair of nerves, which drove her almost 
wild, and for which she had vainly tried quinine, aconite, morphia, 
hypodermic injections, etc. Similar results were obtained in an old 
man, aged sixty, suffering for eighteen months from a horribly pain- 
ful neuralgia, starting from the nasal branch of the fifth, and in whom 
local and general treatment by the oldest of anodynes and antipe- 
riodics had been vainly tried. In this case the results were not per- 
manent, the patient having an invincible dislike to the nausea pro- 
duced by the sulphate of copper. The formula employed is the fol- 
lowing: Distilled water, 100 grammes; syrup of orange flower or 
peppermint, 30 grammes; ammoniacal sulphate of copper, o.io to 
0.15 centigrammes; to be taken in the course of twenty-four hours, 
especially during food, in order to avoid irritating the stomach. In 
one patient, the dose was raised to 60 centigrammes a day without any 
other inconvenience than slight gastric pain and a little diarrhoea. The 
medium dose was o.io to 0.15 centigrammes, which should be con- 
tinued for from ten to fifteen days, even after the complete disappear- 
ance of the pains. — London Medical Record^ 1879. 



DEXTRO'QUININE IN PERTUSSIS. 



BV J. L. COOMBS, M.D., GRASS VALLEY, CAL. 



In these mountainous regions, in which Grass Valley is situated, we 
have no endemic intermittent fever, but nearly all cases of fever are 
remittent, and of the class in which quinine is believed to be indicated. 

Case I. — Frank Roberts, male, aet. three and a half years. Debil- 
ity, emaciation, broncho-pneumonia, with fever remittent, and worm- 
symptoms prominent, ascarides seen. 

With other treatment, as indicated, quinia sulph., P. & W., was 
used during remission of fever, and after annoying cerebral symptoms 
(quinism) were produced, a convalescence seemed established, and one 
dose of three grains was ordered every morning. I ceased attendance. 

Ten days later I was again called ; child had same general febrile 
action, but all respiratory symptoms were absent, save an irritative 
cough during exacerbation of fever. This patient was in the first stage 
of Pertussis when I# first saw him. After a purgative dose of calomel 
and scammony, combined with santonine, I gave during remission and 
exacerbation of fever alike, four grains of dextro-quinine, every three 
hours until twenty grains had been used, when the tongue had become 
natural in appearance, save slight redness, which disappeared next 
day ; and since then, two months, recovery progressed, and he is well. 

Case 2. — Bessie Hoyne, aet. three years and eight months, girl. 
Remittent fever, of one week's duration, under other treatment. Worm- 
symptoms prominent. 
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Used same purgative dose as in case ist. Gave aconite and bella- 
donna alternately during exacerbation, at first, but afterward used gel- 
semium and quinia sulph. during remission. 

In this case I was really disappointed in the lack of influence from 
quinine, and although eight grains were used for a dose, no perceptibly 
unpleasant, nor any other effect seemed induced, save it may have been 
drowsiness increased, and not of the kind produced by gelsemium, and 
which had preceded my treatment. I bethought me of the ^*dextro," 
and gave four grains every three hours persistently, and in thirty-six 
hours I ceased all medicine, save one grain of dextro-quinine each 
morning for a week more. 

Emaciation and extreme debility, very rapidly increasing, was the 
marked characteristic of these two cases. Both had been preceded by 
whooping cough, for which they had received no treatment until febrile 
symptoms set in. The cough was wonderfully convulsive and violent 
in each case. 

No so-called cough remedies were prescribed, yet so soon as the 
effect of the dextro-quinine was had, all cough ceased at once, which I 
consider remarkable. Quinia sulphate and mur. ammon. have been 
recommended for pertussis for many years, but, although I have used 
it, with some success, nothing like the results ever followed which I 
recognize as the immediate results in these two and another case, (in 
which I used it alone, but in which no febrile symptoms were observed), 
of the use of dextro-quinine. Hereafter I shall use it in pertussis as a 
remedy, if not contra-indicated, with a hope that it shall prove as spe- 
cific as the disease itself. 

In the June number of Virginia Medical Monthly, page 221, in a 
short article upon the oxytocic properties of quinine, where I could not 
give even half grain doses without reproducing uterine hemorrhage, I 
have just recently used four giain doses of the dextro-quinine with fine 
tonic effect, and the hemorrhagic discharge seems uninfluenced, al- 
though no combination was made with any other remedy. Iron still 
cannot be borne in the smallest dose, or in any form — dyalised hypo- 
dermically, or otherwise. Quinine has the same influences now as it 
did twenty-three years ago upon the patient. 

The writer has always been peculiarly subject to tinnitus aurium after 
even a fractional dose of sulph. quinine, and even one-sixth gr. has in- 
duced the unpleasant sensation. 

Yesterday, and the day previously, I took purposely, two doses of 
eight grs. each, two hours apart, mixed in water, and aside from a 
warming pleasant sensation in the stomach, and general increased feel- 
ing of organic comfort, nothing followed. 



Pruritus Ani. — In simple pruritus ani I have had v.ry excellent 
results from good glycerole of tar. It must be good, however, and 
not made of coal tar or some patent wagon grease. If there is hyper- 
trophy of the skin and mucous membrane I like the stramonium oint- 
ment made with mutton of tallow and the fresh herb. If there is ec- 
zema, as I suppose there is in this case, I should use the brown 
citrine ointment. If it irritates, rub it up with from one to three 
parts of simple ctxdX^.-:- Eclectic Medical Journal, 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Post Partum Hemorrhage. — Primarily, both in order and im- 
portance, preventive treatment stands. This embraces all that close 
attention to details connected with the termination of labor. The 
fundus of the uterus should feel the sustaining hand of the doctor all the 
time. If the patient is multiparous it would be well to ascertain the 
■complications, if any, of former labors. Authorities say that it is tho- 
roughly good practice to administer a dose of ergot just before the del- 
ivery of the placenta. In fact, all little measures should be sedulously 
and intelligently performed. 

When prevention has failed, and conservative measures are set at 
nought, then active treatment commences. Be it known that one of 
two conditions is the object sought in all treatment, and those are con- 
traction of the uterus or thrombosis. If contraction can be induced 
by any means, the treatment ends. Some affirm that it can always be 
done. But should efforts fail, thrombosis is the next and only resource. 
To induce contraction we have, viz : 

1. Uterine pressure and frictions. 

2. Removing clots with hand, and overcoming irregularities of 
contraction. 

3. Removing adherent placenta. 

4. Excitement and reflex action ; and to produce thrombosis. 

5. Injection of styptics. 

The efficiency of pressure and frictions over the fundus of the uterus 
ds a well attested fact. Well directed efforts in that direction in post- 
partum hemorrhage have resulted in arousing tonicity in the relaxed 
uterus. When it does not yield readily, this may be augmented by the 
introduction of the hand, if need be, into the uterus, thereby exciting 
contraction and removing clots, retained portions of placenta, etc. 
Should there be any irregularity in contraction, the hand acts as dis- 
tensor to remedy it. 

Removing adherent placenta is an operation of extreme delicacy, 
and even danger where the effort is protracted, for to distinguish it 
from the uterus itself is difficult. , But guided by the cord, the fingers 
should be gently insinuated between placenta and uterus, and remove 
that which comes off readily, for no force should be exerted. 

Excitement of reflex actions is a frequent and fruitful measure. This, 
you are aware, is done in many ways. The action of cold ; of cold and 
heat alternately, pouring a stream of cold water from above; flapping 
lower part of abdomen with web towel ; ice, or ice . water in uterus or 
rectum; appHcation of child to the breast; squeezing a peeled lemon in 
uterus, have all been used with varied success. In recent publications, 
I find recommended by eminent men several new plans, viz : 

Dr. Puglese, in the Lyonese Medical Journal. Complete inversion 
of body. Patient is taken by shoulders, turned in quadrant of a circle, 
the center being the pelvis. The head is depressed to the floor. As- 
sistants sustain the head while frictions are made. This, as you can 
see, puts the pelvic circulation far from the heart and against gravity. 
A case in point is related, where the patient was pulseless and uncon- 
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scious. She was kept in position one and one-half hours. She became* 
conscious and spoke before the pulse could be felt. In this form of 
treatment return to horizontal posture must be gradual. 

In the Obstetric Journal, of Ireland and Great Britain, as related by 
Dr. Griffith, we find these measures : To tightly compress aorta 
between head and spinal column. Also, by introduction of hand into- 
rectum, and with counter hand on abdomen compress the uterus 
between the two. This acts by producing contraction of uterus as well 
as mechanical check upon the bleeding. 

Prof.. Penrose recommends the use of vinegar for the following 
reasons, viz : 

1. Can be easily obtained. 

2. It can be instantly and easily applied without special apparatus. 

3. It always cures — at least, never failed in his hands. 

4. It is sufficient to arouse the most sluggish uterus, and yet pro- 
duces no injurious irritation. 

5. It is an admirable antiseptic. 

6. It acts on the mucous membrane as an astringent. It is applied 
by carrying a saturated rag into the uterus and squeezing it. 

If contraction cannot be induced by one or all of these measures, 
then the production of thrombosis must follow. This is done by in- 
jecting a styptic into the uterine cavity. The possible danger forbids 
use till all else has failed. When resolved to use, make solution, and 
with a Davidson^s syringe introduce nozzle far into cavity to fundus. 
Throw solution in continuous stream, not forcibly, taking great care to 
permit fluid to flow out by side of tube. In this way the desired effect 
may be induced. It must be remembered, in conclusion, that proper 
stimulation should accompany all treatment at the discretion of the 
doctor. — Dr. Stubblefield, 'va Nashville Med Jow naL 

Therapeutic Effects of the Subcutaneous Injection of 
Iron, Condurango, etc. — M. L. Wyschinski having made a num- 
ber of experiments in the clinic of Professor Laschkewitsch, of Chark- 
how, communicated the results to the medical society of that city as 
follows : 

I St. Subcutaneous Injections of Iron. — Professor Huguenin uses the 
citro-ammoniacal pyrophosphate of iron in aqueous solution, with the 
addition of a little albumen in order to make it less irritating. He 
uses sufficient quantity of the solution to give three grains at a dose. 
As a rule there is no trouble, but there has been in two or three cases 
a small abscess form in the neighborhood of the puncture. The eff*ect 
of iron introduced into the system in this way is extremely good. 

One patient with carcinoma of the stomach was so weak as to be 
unable to leave the bed. After four injections he could get up and 
walk a little. Another, very anaemic from hematsemesis due to an 
ulcer of the stomach, gained three and a half pounds in weight during 
the time in which six injections were given. In a case of anasarca of 
cardiac origin, three injections proved sufficient to increase the quantity 
of the urine, and diminish the oedema. In a hysterical patient who 
was very anaemic, the hysterical attacks diminished in frequency and 
force five days afier the subcutaneous injections of iron were begun. 
There was shown in every case a decided improvement in the general, 
condition and strength of the patient. 
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The preparation used by Huguenin is the best for this purpose. Da 
Costa experimented with dialysed iron but never obtained so good 
Jesuits. He has always produced pain, swelling and small abscesses. 

2d. Condurango Bark, — ^The author gives the results obtained in 
six cases of carcinoma (two of the aesophagus and four of the stomach). 
In one case the vomiting and pain disappeared. In another case the 
result was nil. In the last four cases an evident amelioration was 
noted. The author thinks that the remedy had a favorable influence 
over the chronic catarrh of the stomach. 

3d. Antihydropine, — After reading the paper in the Gazette Medi- 
cale de Saint- Petersbourg, by Bogomolow and Unterberger, upon the 
good effects of blatta orientalis in dropsy, the author determined to try 
the effect of the subcutaneous injection of antihydropine (an extract of 
the blatta orientalis), in doses of from one to six grains four to eight 
times a day. Two of the patients had cirrhosis, four had heart disease, 
and one Bright's disease. 

In only one case were good effects noticed. In this one the urine 
increased in quantity from 650 to 1500 grains. Wyschinski concludes 
that it is not proved that the good results of the blatta orientalis seen 
by Bogomolow and Unterberger were due to the antihydropine. 

4th. Sulphate of Zinc. — This has been employed in Laschkevitsch's 
clinic for three or four years. The dose is one-fourth grain in a con- 
venient solution. When the pain is great he gives at the same time 
one-half grain of codeine. The author has seen the result of this treat- 
ment a number of times, but he calls particular attention to the case of 
a young man, sixteen years of age, who for two years had suffered from 
anorexia, eructations and vomiting. These symptoms invariably ap- 
peared from ten minutes to an hour after each meal; weakness and 
emaciation were extreme. Examination revealed a flight dilatation of 
the stomach. Two days after beginning the sulphate of zinc treatment, 
the vomiting became less violent and rarer. His appetite returned at 
the end of five or six days, and a short time after he left the hospital. 

The remedy is useful too in carcinoma of the stomach by its favor- 
-able action on the accompanying catarrh. We should not, however, 
attribute these effects to its astringent qualities, but rather to the irrita- 
tion ofthe pneumogastrics which it produces. — Revue Medicate Fran- 
caise et Etrangere, 

Ovariotomy, Etc. — Dr. Yandell, in the Louisville Medical News, 
writes from London: During the past week I witnessed two ova- 
riotomies, and could have seen blood shed brilliantly each day by 
famous surgeons had I been of sanguine taste. But I went only to 
.see the ovariotomies, because it is a Kentucky piece of carving, and 
because a distinguished relative has done it so well, and because I was 
invited by the greatest and by one of the great ovariotomists to see the 
useful horror done. The first was performed by Mr. Spencer Wells at 
-a private house. It was a good case — no attachments, no applica- 
tions — a middle-aged patient in fine condition. The tumor was one 
large cyst and a knot of small ones, together in weight probably forty 
pounds. It was done under the carbolic spray, Mr. Thornton and 
JMr. Dees assisting. As deliberate as a sculptor or a painter, Mr. 
Wells went at his work. Not two tablespoons of blood were shed, and 
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in less than half an hour the operation was over. Bichloride of methy-^ 
lene was the anesthetic used, and it was given without fear, for neither 
pulse nor pupil were looked to. For ten years Mr. Wells has used it, 
and never an accident has occurred. Mr. Wells considers it the safest 
and best of anesthetics. Dr. B. W. Richardson, its discoverer, says 
that in a hundred thousand cases where it has been used no evil has 
resulted. This ovariotomy was Mr. Wells's nine hundred and fifty- 
fifth case ! The youngest ovariotomy he ever did was on a child or 
eight. He has found an ovarian tumor in an unborn infant. N^ed E 
say that this was in a post mortem examination ? In all my life I have 
never seen any thing in surgery so perfect, so beautiful as Mr. Wells* 
operation. Beautiful is the only word that expresses it, though I con- 
fess beautiful is a doubtful term to be coupled with surgery. 

Mr. Thornton's operation was on a very old woman, toothless and. 
gray, in hospital. The tumor was larger than in Mr. Wells's case, and 
was attached to the omentum. This and nome slight oozing of blood 
made the operation more tedious than Mr. Wells's, but Mr. Thornton, 
cuts and tears with the knife and hands of an artist. An interesting 
feature in this case is that in 1859 a rupture of in ovarian cyst oc- 
curred while the patient was violently exerting herself. She was very 
ill for some days, but soon after recovery the fluid was absorbed and 
her whole abdomen resumed its natural size. Gradually the malady 
returned. The tumor showed distinctly where the ruptured cyst had 
been, a thick fibrous growth as large as one's two hands only remain- 
ing of it. 

Mr. Thornton uses bichloride of methylene wholly in his surgical 
operations. It is claimed for it that anesthesia under it is less danger- 
ous, more rapid, and less frequently followed by vomiting, etc., than 
with chloroform or ether. 

Dr. B. W. Richardson is now giving nitrite of amyl internally. He 
uses it in the same cases he first recommended it in by inhalation. He 
commences with three-drop doses, gradually increasing until the de- 
sired effect is produced. He gives it in alcohol and glycerine — say 
alcohol, three drams ; glycerine, five drams ; nitrite of amyl, twenty- 
four drops. In chloroform-poisoning and in sea-sickness he can not 
see how it can do any good, though he has no experience with it in 
these troubles. It is scarcely necessary to tell any reader of Ihe^ 
News that Dr. Richardson is the discoverer of this useful and potent 
drug. How lovely it does act in spasmodic affections ! 

At the conversazione of the Royal College of Physicians, Dr. Rich- 
ardson exhibited his curious new invention, the sphygmophone, or 
pulse-talker. By it you hear the sounds of the heart and the rush of" 
blood in the arteries. I had before seen and listened to it at his house, 
and I am inclined to believe it will prove a more practically useful in- 
strument than the sphygmograph. Let me say, in passing, that Dr. 
Richardson confirms my judgment that Pond's sphygmograph is the 
best yet invented. 

Dr. Thomas Fox, the pupil, co-worker and brother of the late good,, 
famous and beloved Tilbury Fox, it will be pleasant for dermatolo- 
gists to know, is following in the footsteps of his distinguished brother.. 
Already he is favorably known to the profession by his writings in the 
Lancet and other journals. He is a man of superior mind, fine pres- 
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ence and pleasing manners, and is quite' worthy of his brother, of 
whom all know, and of his father, dead since Tilbury, one of the most 
successful, respected, and useful general practitioners in England. A 
strong man was the father ; a man who commanded the respect of 
men and won the admiration of women, as Milner Fothergill says. 

Mr. Henry Lee still holds to the belief, and is strengthened in it by 
prolonged experience, that the moist mercurial vapor bath is the best of 
all treatments for syphilis. I agree with him that where it does not 
succeed the fault is with the patient or the giver of the baths. Except 
for its trouble and expense, I am sure it would be in universal use by 
the profession. Wednesday 1 go to the christening of his littie daugh- 
ter, six weeks old, and I wish him many more such events. A 
christening here is not, as with us generally, a mere matter of prayer- 
books and water ; a celebrative dinner, gladdened by the juice of the 
grape, following the religious rite. Ah, how the blood of the grape 
does improve one's appetite and enhance one's affection and augment 
one's gratitude, and increase one's amiability ! And yet I am sure the 
world would be better without it — I mean the world at large. 

After Delivery. — Following the birth of the child, tying the cord, 
and delivery of the child to the nurse, we give attention to the de- 
livery of the after-hirth. As soon as the child is born, if there is any 
fear of hemorrhage, the hand is placed upon the abdomen compress- 
ing and gently kneading the uterus until it contracts firmly — in any 
case this is done as soon as the cord is cut. When we have made the 
uterus contract firmly we know by its size whether the after-birth has 
been expelled into the vagina ; if not, pressure upon the abdomen is 
continued, and slight traction is made upon the cord until the uterus 
contracts. Now a finger is introduced into the vagina along the cord 
until the placenta is felt, when an edge of it being brought down the 
woman is asked to bear down, and with moderate traction on the cord 
it is brought away. 

I have not been troubled with attached placenta, and when I hear 
physicians talk of introducing a hand into the uterine cavity and peel- 
ing them off, I say you don't understand your business, and there is 
some Munchausen in your composition. 

I have been called in consultation in several cases of retained pla- 
centa. In one I went over one hundred miles, and found that the 
physician had pulled the cord off, some two days before ; there was a 
very offensive discharge, and the woman was threatened with puer- 
peral fever. Two fingers were introduced through the os, the uterus 
being pressed down with a hand upon tl|p abdomen, one edge of the 
loose placenta was brought down, and with gentle manipulation and an 
effort on the part of the woman, it was all passed in five minutes. In 
another case, in this city, the placenta had remained for nearly four 
days, and the odor was the foulest I ever smelled. It required the in- 
troductton of the entire hand into the vagina to bring the disgusting 
mass away. In both cases the physicians in attendance claimed that 
*^ the after-birth had grown fast," but in both it was detached, and had 
probably been after the first two or three hours. The rule is, unbut- 
ton the placenta by bringing one edge through the os, and it will 
readily be brought away. 
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Neither have I had the trouble with post-partum hemorrhage that I 
have heard described, and I attribute in part to good management be- 
fore labor, during labor, and after labor. If the physician obeys the 
maxim— ** grasp the uterine globe with the hand as soon as the child 
IS expelled, and see that it contracts firmly "—he will avoid the ma- 
jority of these unpleasant cases. If the placenta is soon removed, as 
named above, he will avoid others. The remedy I have relied on, 
when a remedy was needed, is a tincture of the oil of cinnamon, and 
I assure you it is much more reliable than ergot. 

If there is a sudden and profuse flow of blood, and the woman's life 
is at once endangered, there is but one treatment. Introduce one 
hand into the uterine cavity, and hold it there until the uterus con- 
tracts firmly^ the other hand grasping the uterine globe, compressing 
and kneading it. The man who fools with ergot, electricity, or 
astni^gents, is risking the patient's life. I have had but iwo such 
cases, yet they both Mv^d.— Eclectic Medical Journal . 

treatment of Cardiac Dyspnoea.— Prof See says, in Concours 
Medical, that in all cases of continuous cardiac dyspnoea he has found 
iodide of potassium answer very well, especially where the dyspnceic 
symptoms were combined with a lesion of the tissue of the heart. It is 
equally useful in valvular lesions. Even if the diagnostic error of mis- 
taking a simple cardiac dyspnoea for true asthma should be committed, 
the use of iodide of potassium would not be followed by any evil results, 
as it is an exceedingly useful drug in asthma. The direct effect of 
iodide in such cases, is the promotion, or rather liquefaction of the 
bronchial secretion. This greatly facilitates respiration. The dose 
given by M. See is 1.25 grammes per day; this is gradually increased 
from 2 to 3 grammes, and is made as follows : 

B Iodide of potassium 10 grammes. 

t=^yrup cort aurant 200 ** 

Dose, two to four tablespoonfuls per day. Each spoonful must be 
dissolved in a tumbler of water. 

Patients suffering from heart disease take iodide of potassium very 
well — better than other patients. The following are the drawbacks of 
this drug : 

1. Bleeding from the buccal membrane, or bronchitis and haemop- 
tysis in tuberculous patients. (Phthisis is, therefore, a counter-indica- 
tion for the use of iodide of potassium). 

2. Loss of flesh; in fat individuals this is to be regarded as a favor- 
able symptom. 

3. Loss of strength ; in such cases the treatment must be suspended 
at once. 

4. Loss of appetite. 

Opium may be added to iodine, in order to prevent the evil effects of 
iodine : 

B Iodide of potass 10 grammes. 

Byr. cort aurant 2(30 »* 

Ext thebaic 0.10 to 0.15 gvammes. 

Dose, from two to four spoonfuls per day. For the ext thebaic, the 
syrup papaveris may be substituted (50 grammes). 
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Opium is given here with a view of making the iodine more easily 
tolerated, and of diminishing the cough, which greatly inconveniences 
the patient. 

Another very useful combination is that of digitalis with iodine, as 
the one has a soothing influence on the dyspnoea by acting on the lungs, 
and the other increases the action of the heart and modifies the arterial 
tension. The following formula will be found to answer well : 

B Julep gommeux 100 grammes. 

led. of potass 1 " 

Tinct. digit 40 gr. 

'Or the following formula : 

B Ext. gent 0.10 grammes. 

Pulv. fol. dig 0.15 ** 

To take one pill three times daily, together with the sol. of iodine, 
which we have mentioned above. Incases where patients cannot take 
• digitalis, chloral will be found to be a good substitute. Thus : 

B Julep gommeux 120 grammes. 

led. of potass 2 ** 

Chloral-hydrate 4 " 

To be taken every two hours during the day. — London Med. Record, 

Uterine and Vaginal Applications. — Dr. Suesserott, Chamb- 
ersburg, Pa. , writes : 

** Long familiar with the almost magical effect of a thick cream of 
subnit. of bismuth, mixed in pure glycerine, when applied to blistered 
surfaces, burns, and ulcers externally, as well as the soothing and cur- 
.ative action of the sails of bismuth in ulceration of the stomach, I con- 
ceived the idea of using it in ulceration of the cervix uteri. A suffi- 
<cient experience in that direction has convinced me that the result is no 
.less wonderful than when externally applied. This may possibly be no 
new suggestion to some of your readers. But, acting on the principle 
of * proving all things, and holding on to that which is good,' I would 
earnestly urge upon all gynecologists, who are not fully satisfied with 
what they are now using, to give it a trial, and report. I have used a 
thick glycerole of tannin, dry tannin, glycerole of aloes, and the vari- 
ous astringent, sedative and escharotic substances that have, from time 
to time, been suggested ; but there is no one thing that I have applied 
that gives as much immediate relief as the subnit. of bismuth and gly- 
cerine. The congestion of the cervix is at once abated by the glycerine 
through the exosmotic action that is set up, and the ulcers disappear, 
as though waved away by a fairy's wand. 

** If this article is not already too long you may append my method 
of making vaginal applications, which I will endeavor to illustrate. I 
have a glass tube, a litde longer than, and sufficiently small to pass 
into, an ordinary reflecting glass speculum. I take a pledget of ab- 
sorbing cotton, on to which I have tightly looped a cord of sufficient 
length to project beyond the vulva,, when the cotton is in contact with 
the womb. Having passed the cord through the tube, I draw the 
•cotton in to the extent of an inch or two, so as to have sufficient space 
for whatever quantity of bismuth and glycerine, tannin, aloes, or what- 
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ever I am about to introduce within the vagina. The speculum having 
been properly applied, so as to bring the ulcerated surface within view, 
I next insert the tube, with its contents, within the speculum, an'T 
with a wire-probe, armed with a disc of metal about three-fourths the- 
diameter of the tube, I press the cotton to its place, withdrawing the 
tube and holding the application in situ until the speculum is partially 
removed. As soon as the walls of the vagina fall over the cotton, the- 
probe may be taken away and the medicament is just at the spot desired. 
My cusfom is to allow it to remain for thirty-six or forty-eight hours, 
when the cotton is easily removed by means of the cord by the patient 
herself. After removal I recommend an injection of a saturated solu- 
tion of borax or slighdy diluted whisky, once or twice a day for two- 
days, when I make another application. If the pledget of cotton is 
too large it will not remain in the place as well as a smaller one ; but 
this must be determined by the judgment of the operator. A glass rod- 
would serve a good purpose in pressing the cotton out of the tube, and 
where certain articles, such as tinct. of iodine, have been used, would 
be better than metal. Its liability to fracture in handling is the only 
objection that could be urged. " — Med. Record, 

"Tattooing of Nsevi." — At its commencement he passed 
around the instrument with which he had performed his operation, and 
which consisted simply of a bundle of coarse needles securely fas- 
tened together. It had been constructed by Dr. Sherwell himself. 
The paper, he stated, was supplementary to one which he had pre- 
viously read before the New York Dermatological Society, and in 
which the method had been lully described. H\^ wished now merely 
to speak of its continued success, and to describe one case in particu- 
lar where the result had been very satisfactory. The patient was a 
lady of twenty seven, who, before he took her case in hand, had beea 
so disfigured that it proved not only a source of annoyance, but also 
of positive detriment to her in obtaining the kind of employment that 
she was best suited for. The naevus was of the port-wine-stain order, 
and covered the whole of the chin. There was also a large patch of 
similar discoloration in the centre of the cheek. The latter was cured, 
after one operation, but four had been performed upon the principal 
naevus. Two were extended over the whole surface, and two had. 
been confined to those portions where there was the most disfigure- 
ment left after the two days' tattooings. In one final operation, shortly 
to be performed, it was thought that the cure would be completed. 

Dr. Sherwell stated that he had not changed his after-treatment 
since he had written his last paper, and that he was more than ever 
favorably impressed with the advantages of the application of collo 
dion. As mentioned before, he had hitherto used only an instrument 
of home manufacture, but at present Tiemann was making one for 
him which he hoped would prove even more serviceable. He wished 
it distinctly understood that the only naevi which is claimed to cure in 
this way were of the cutaneous variety. 

In the discussion which followed the paper, Dr. Hardaway spoke in 
the highest terms of the method of treatment by means of electroly- 
sis, where a number of very fine needles wer^ employed. — Dr, Sher- 
well in Dermatological Association, 
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Skin Irritation by the Administration of Drugs. — Dr. 

Robert Farquharson, in the British Medical Journal, presents an inter- 
resting summary of the effects on the skin of the administration of cer- 
tain drugs. Arsenic iil medicinal doses has been observed to produce 
herpes, and in larger doses an eczematous eruption. Phosphorus 
sometimes produces purpura. Iodide of potassium sometimes produces 
papules, which quickly become pustular. These may develop into 
ecthyma or bullae. Bromide of potassium more frequently produces 
an acne. Nitrate of silver produces an indelible, dull, leaden color. 
Mercury brings out an eczematous eruption of the skin. Chloral hy-^ 
drate causes an erythema, scarlet-fever-like eruption, hemorrhagic pur- 
pura. Aconite is occasionally attended by an irritable vesicular erup- 
tion. Copaiba often produces a sort of urtica. Quinine occasionally 
causes two kinds of eruptions : The first are erythematous in charac- 
ter, attended by most distressing itching and tingling, resembling, 
scarlet fever both in the appearance of the rash and the free desquama- 
tion which follows ; the second assumes a more measly aspect, being 
occasionally papular, but more generally suggestive of urticaria that 
occurs in discrete rose-red patches, spreading universally over the skin, 
and occasionally attended with marked gastric disturbance. Strychnia: 
has produced a rash resembling that from quinine. Belladonna may 
produce a bright red rash, very like scarlet fever. Cod liver oil occa- 
sionally causes acne. Salicylic acid has produced a peculiar, bright 
punctate rash with erythematous patches, eventually surmounted by^ 
vesicles, with sore throat and constitutional disturbance resembling 
scarlet fever. — N, Y. Ec, Med. Journal, 

New Treatment of Ozscna. — For Dr. Massei, ozsena is a para- 
sitic disease, and hence antiparasitic treatment is indicated. He di- 
vides his treatment into three stages, according to the following indica- 
tions : Dilatation of contracted nasal passages, cleansing and disin- 
fection of affected regions, and local medication. 

1 . Dilatation. — When respiration is rendered difficult from contrac- 
tion of the nasal passages by hypertrophy of the mucous membrane, 
and by the presence of a considerable quantity of thick and hardened- 
secretion, Massei dilates them by the use of urethral bougies. 

2. Cleansing and Disinfection. — When the passages are sufficiently 
dilated, he orders frequent injections through them, by means of Fau- 
vel's retro-pharyngeal syringe, of a very weak solution of salicylic acid 
(i part to 500 of water). He considers this solution useful, not only 
as a disinfectant, but also as an astringent. 

3. Local Alterative Medication. — After the nasal fossae are well 
cleansed, he makes applications, by means of the speculum nasi, of 
powdered calomel, upon the ulcerated portions of the mucous membrane. 

Massei warns practitioners that when the exudation diminishes, 
there is always a halt in the course of the disease. It is just then that 
patience must not be lost, but the insufflations rather insisted upon until 
complete cure is obtained. 

Although the present state of science does not permit the full accep- 
tation of the parasitic theory of ozaena, still the excellent results ob- 
tained by this Neapolitan practitioner dispose us to follow the treat- 
ment which he proposes. — Annales des Maladies de P Oreille et du Laiynx. 
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An Effective Cathartic. — The hearty welcome which is extend- 
ed by all truly scientific medical men to important advances in thera- 
peutics, is our excuse for relating the following : The town of B , 

in this State, has two medical men ; one a regular graduate, the other 
a modest **vet.," whose knowledge of cow and horse diseases is 
briefly summed up in the portentous words, "great experience." 
Mr. G. was taken suddenly ill. The regular physician was out of 
town, and not expected to return until the next day. After much 
solicitation at the hands of the sick man's friends, the '*vet." con- 
sented to see Mr. G. , and prescribe for him. After looking him over 
carefully, he delivered himself as follows : "Wal ! if he was a cow, I 
should reckon he hed an allfired attack of bilious colic, and I sort of 
guess rd give that cow a pint a castor ile and a pound rochelle salts. 
Seein' as how Mr. G. ain't a cow, I'd a sort a reduce the dose, giving 
him half a pint a ile and quarter a pound of salts. It's the only thing 
that'll fetch him." The friends accordingly forced as much of this 
really valuable prescription into the sufferer as was possible, he being 
only semi-conscious. The following morning the **vet." called to see 
his patient, and asked: ** Wall did the medicine have the desired re- 
sult — did it move him?" **It most certainly did, said a red-eyed 
friend. ** How often?" asked the **vet." Four times — once before 
death, and three times afterwards ! — Hospital Gazette, 

Hot Water in Chancroids. — I have lately found a new and 
very valuable therapeutic application of hot water, namely, in the treat- 
ment of infecting chancroids, and more especially in that very intrac- 
table form — the phagedenic. 

My method of procedure is very simple : A piece of sheet lint is 
made into a pretty solid ball, and being held in a pair of dressing for- 
ceps, it is immersed in water not much below the boiling point (in 
many cases a temperature of 130° or i4o°F. will answer), and then 
this ball of lint is to be pressed forcibly upon the sore. This is repeated 
-daily for several successive days, or until the granulations begin to as- 
sume a healthy appearance. As a dressing, simple cerate will suffice, 
or the sore may be sprinkled with iodoform and covered with dry lint. 

The hot water coagulates the albumen in the secretions, and giv*s to 
the sore sometimes a whitish appearance, as when nitrate of silver is 
applied. It is less painful than any of the mineral caustics, and the 
pain subsides more quickly ; and there is no doubt that it destroys the 
infecting qualities of the sore as thoroughly, while it possesses the great 
advantage that it does not destroy any of the living tissues. — Dr. Frank 
H. Hamilton, in Va, Med, Monthly, 

Case of Foreign Body in the Stomach. — I was called. May 
28, 1879, to see Willie N., aged four years, who had accidentally swal- 
lowed a round flat tin whistle a size larger than a quarter of a dollar. 
The patient was a very large boy of his age, with rosy cheeks, but at 
the time of my visit he was pale and quite nervous, and complained 
of a good deal of pain along the esophagus and in the stomach. 
Nausea and vomiting had come on, and a direct emetic was given, 
but no foreign body was ejected. The nausea, however, continued 
for several days, and he would vomit every time he tried to eat any 
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thing. He took morphia and bismuth, also lime-water and milk. 
In a few days he was better, and was able to be about all the time- 
On July 8th he passed the whistle per rectum without any difficulty. 

Cases like the above cause a great deal of anxiety, and there is 
quite often a desire expressed that active of)erative procedures be 
instituted, but experience generally proves that it is the best plan to 
watch and wait, as nature very commonly expels foreign bodies in its 
own way and in its own time. 

I am indebted to Dr. Cummins, of Louisville, for valuable ad- 
vice in the above case. — Dr. y. T. Davis, in Louisville Medical News. 

Gingivitis of Puerperal Women. — It is known that during 
pregnancy the gums frequently become red and congested ; a slight 
pressure on them is sufficient to cause a moderate hemorrhage. At a 
more advanced stage the teeth lose their solidity, become movable, and 
may be spontaneously shed from the alveolar cavity. Mastication is 
rendered difficult, but never causes such pain as is common in alveolo- 
dental periostitis. 

In examining the cause of this gingivitis, Dr. Pinard states that 
Delestre, in his thesis, lays stress on the congestion, tumefaction and 
softening of the gums during menstruation, which proves that the func- 
tional activity of the ovary and uterus may react on the organs of mas- 
tication, and predispose them to congestion and inflammation. Previous 
pregnancies and a bad general condition seem to exert a great influence 
as predisposing causes. 

This affection (puerperal gingivitis) ordinarily appears after the fourth 
month of pregnancy, and tends to disappear naturally a month or two 
after parturition. The local treatment consists in touching the diseased 
parts with a more or less concentrated solution of iodine, with glycer- 
olate ot tannin, chlorate of potash, chromic acid, etc. The local treat- 
ment which appears more efficacious, however, and is always crowned 
with success, is the daily application to the healthy and diseased mar- 
gin of the gums of lint dipped in a solution of chloral and tincture of 
cochlearia, equal parts. — N. Y. Medical Record. 

Nervous Vomiting — Electricity. — Dr. Semmola, of Italy, 
gives the results of observations made during several years on the diag- 
nosis and treatment of nervous vomiting. He finds that electricity in 
the form of the constant current is the most effective remedy. Soon 
after the flrst application, the patients can retain food, although for 
many weeks previously they had always rejected it. He believes, also, 
that the constant current is not only a sure remedy, but also a valuable 
means of diagnosis in all cases of chronic vomiting. If the elements of 
diagnosis be not sufficient to determine whether the vomiting is depend- 
ent on some morbid process in the stomach itself, or on reflex action 
(as from worms or chronic uterine disease), the application of the cur- 
rent at once settles the question. In cases where the vomiting is not 
exclusively and primarily nervous, its application fails in enabling the 
stomach to tolerate food. — Motitldy Ab. Med, Science. 

The Tattooing of Cutaneous Nacvi. — Dr. Sherwell, in the 
Dermatological Society, described the peculiar method devised by him- 
self for performing the tattooing process, and described the apparatus 
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which he had invented for the operation. The instrument consists 
simply of half a dozen fine glover's needles, bound together in a bun- 
dle with waxed thread, so that their points shall be one to two milli- 
meters apart. This is used either alone or in connection with some 
irritating substance, as carbolic acid. Many sittings are required, and 
the operation is a painful one, but the results are satisfactory in all cases 
of superficial or cutaneous naevi. Of course, when the naevus is of 
considerable size and deep, and is supplied by large sinuses, the 
method cannot be practiced. At the conclusion of his paper. Dr. 
Sherwell brought before the association a female patient, upon whom 
he had operated by tattooing, for the relief of a disfiguring naevus of 
the chin. The cure was not quite completed, but thus far ihe success 
was undoubted, and the result of the tattooing treatment could not fail 
to be ultimately successful. — Medical and Surgical Reporter, 

Phosphate of Lime. — This is a medicine much under-valued. 
It builds up the constitution by aiding digestion and nutrition, and 
enables the bony system to grow much fatter than without its use. It 
can be made into a syrup and given to children with rachitis. A frac- 
ture of the anatomical neck of the humerus was healed in thirty-two 
days by its use. Several other fractures were healed in fifteen to twenty- 
five days, when without it the bony growth would have been much 
slower. During pregnancy, the lacto-phosphate of lime should be 
given for the growth of the foetus, especially in women of such consti- 
tutions where the drain on the system is very great, and even then the 
child will be born sickly and with weak bones. — Va. Med, Monthly, 

Syphilitic Neuralgia. — It should be borne in mind that some 
cases of obstinate neuralgia are of syphilitic origin. Dr. Higgins re- 
<:ently reported one to the Toledo (Ohio) Medical Association. It was 
of a man suffering from pain in the right sciatic nerve, recurring perio- 
dically every day at the same hour. He treated it with quinine and 
anodynes for ten days, when he remembered that he had treated the 
same man some years previously for syphilis, the symptoms being hy- 
peraesthf sia of scalp, nocturnal pains and tibial node. The patient had 
had a sore twenty years before. There was no paralysis. He put him 
on the iodide of potassium, which relieved him within four days. — Med, 
Report. 

Treatment of Albuminuria by Oxygen. — Dr. Beaumette calls 
the attention of the medical profession to the treatment of albuminuria. 
After unsuccessfully using all other remedies, he made his patient in- 
hale oxygen gas, and in twenty-four hours the albumen disappeared. 
Other cases were reported in the Bulletin de Therapeutique. After 
using it, the albumen reappeared in many cases. Dr. Greletty stated 
that in diabetes it is serviceable — both sugar and albumen diminishing 
considerably. — Va, Med. Monthly. 

Glycerine in Phthisis. — Dr. Benevente, a specialist in the treat- 
ment of phthisis, prefers glycerine to cod liver oil, as the digestion is 
thereby improved, the diarrhoeas are more easily controlled, and the 
night sweats diminished, as are also the cough and expectoration. — Va. 
Med, Monthly, 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



Moral Dietetics. — Dr. Bock, of Leipsic, writes as follows on the 
moral effect of different articles of food and drink : **The nervous- 
ness and peevishness of our times are chiefly attributable to tea and 
•coffee; the digestive organs of confirmed coffee-drinkers are in a 
state of chronic derangement, which reacts on the brain, produc- 
ing fretful and lachrymose moods. Fine ladies addicted to strong 

• coffee have a characteristic temper, which I might describe as a 
mania for acting the persecuted saint. Chocolate is neutral in its 
psychic effects, and is really the most harmless of our fashionable 

-drinks. The snappish, petulant humor of the Chinese can certainly 
be ascribed to their immoderate fondness for tea. Beer is brutal- 

.izing; wine impassions; whiskey infuriates, but eventually unmans. 
Alcoholic drinks, combined with a flesh and fat diet, totally subju- 
gate the moral man, unless their influence be counteracted by vio- 
lent exercise. But with sedentary habits they produce those unhap- 
py flesh sponges which may be studied in metropolitan bachelor 

. halls, but better yet in wealthy convents. The soul that may still linger 
in a fat Austrian abbot is functional in his body only as salt is to pork 
— in preventing imminent putrefaction." — -Journal of C/iemistfy, 

The Mound Builders. — A curious exhibition was made in the 

. grain department of the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, being a 

' quantity of carbonized or charred corn taken from a pit in one of the 

burialgroundsof the mound builders near Madisonville, Ohio, a few 

miles distant from Cincinnati. 

The pit was paved at the bottom with boulders, and contained some 
three or four bushels of corn, some shelled, some on cobs. The entire 
mass was apparently thoroughly charred. It was covered with a 
layer of gray ashes containing bones of animals, and still above this 
was a layer of clay and soil. It is supposed to have been used in some 
of the religious rites of the mound builders, being located in the midst 
of one of their large burial grounds, whence many skeletons have been 
. removed during the past few months. 

From the trees which have grown above these graves, and whose 
roots intersect the skeletons, there can be no doubt that the race of 
which this is the work must have existed here in America, fully five 
hundred years ago. — Heb, Leader, 

Alexis St. Martin. — Alexis St. Martin, famous in physiological 
works for the experiments of Dr. Beaumont, is still alive, and at pres- 
ent a resident of St. Thomas, Joliette county, province of Quebec, 

* Canada, and is seventy-eight years old. The wound in his stomach is 
never closed, and at present the opening in his side is nearly an inch 
in diameter. His general health appears not to have been in any way 
affected by the curious wound in his side, but has always been excel- 
lent. For his age he is now quite strong and hearty. He has been 
the father of twenty or moi£ children, of whom four are now living. 
He has always been a hard worker, and never suffered from lack of 
^\%'&%\xovi,— Journal of Chemistry, 
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Origin of Plants. — Cabbage grew wild in Siberia; buckwheat 
originated in Siberia ; celery originated in Germany ; the potato is a 
native of Peru ; the onion originated in Egypt ; tobacco is a native of 
South America ; millet was first discovered in India ; the nettle is a. 
native of Europe; the citron is a native of Asia ; oats originated in North* 
Africa; rye came originally from Siberia; parsley was first discovered, 
in Sardinia ; the parsnip is a native of Arabia; the sun flower was. 
brought from Peru ; spinach was first cultivated in Arabia ; the pear 
and apple are from Europe ; the horse chesnut is a native of Thibet ;. 
the quince came from Island of Crete; the radish is a native of China 
and Japan ; the pear is supposed to be of Egyptian origin ; the horse 
radish came from the south of Europe. 

Anticipation of the Microphone. — In her work on the **Physi-^ 
cal Basis of Immortality," published in 1876, Antoinette Brown Black- 
well said : ** It remains to mvent some instrument which can so retard 
the too rapid vibration of molecules as to bring them within the time 
adapted to human ears ; thus we might comfortably hear plant move-^ 
ments carrying on the many processes of growth, and possibly we 
might catch the crystal music of atoms vibrating in unison with the 
sunbeams. Sound can be refracted by passing it through a lens^ 
which retards its motion. Such an improvement upon the stethoscope 
would reveal phenomena but little more marvelous than those al- 
ready offered us by the telescope and microscope." — Journal of 
Chemistry, 

Gnoscopine- — The well known English chemists, T. & H. 
Smith, announce the discovrry by them of a hitherto unknown alka- 
loid of opium, which they have named gnoscopine. This new princi- 
ple is characterized by forming readily cjystallizable salts, which have 
an acid reaction. That its salts possess this reaction, as also the fact 
that gnoscopine is quite insoluble in water, marks its strong resem- 
blance to the papaverine group. Hence, also, it is easily separated 
from narceine, which is moderately soluble in boiling water, and free- 
ly so in alkalies. Gnoscopine when pure is m the form of long, thin 
white needles, having a woolly character when drie J. It is soluble in 
1,500 parts of cold water and melts at 238 degrees C. It is insoluble 
in aqueous or in spirituous solutions of caustic soda, also in mineral 
spirit and fusel oil, but is soluble in chloroform and bisulphide of car- 
bon, and slightly so in benzole. — Druggists Circular, 

Petrolina and Petrolina Oil are the latest aspirants for pharma- 
ceutical honors. They are manufactured from petroleum, without the 
use of acids or alkalies. Petrolina is similar to and mav be used for 
the same purposes as cosmolineand vaseline; it is the quintescence of 
petroleum, with all its objectional qualities removed, while all its heal- 
mg and soothing properties are increased. — Druggists Circular. 

A LAKE in Afghanistan, heretofore believed to have no outlet, has 
lately overflowed its banks, so that its waters have found their way into 
a neighboring river. This is the Ab-istada Lake, on the table-land. 
The discovery that it thus probably belongs to the basin of the Hel- 
mund, the great river of Western Afghanistan, is due to the recent in- 
vasion of the Cabul region by the British forces. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 



Fever in a Child. — When the child is feverish, tinct. ax:onite 
in dose proportionate to its age must be given. If there is vascular 
irritation of the brain, characterized by bright eyes and flushed face, 
give tinct. gelsemium in connection with aconite. 

R Tinct. aconite • 5 drops. 

Tinct. gelsemium (green root) 10 drops. 

Vini ipecac 20 drops. 

Aqua 4 ounces. M. 

Dose, for a child six to nine months old, give one tablespoonful 
every hour until the symptoms are relieved. 

When the vomiting is persistent the following may be given : 

B Viniipecac }drachm. 

Bismuth sub. nit 20 grains. 

Sodii sulphis 10 grains. 

Aqua 4 ounces. M. 

Dose, one teaspoonful every hour until the stomach is quiet. 

Syrup of lime, ten drops, with a wine glass of milk — half of this 
every two hours, when the vomiting depends upon gastric irritation. 
—Brief, 

Anteflexion of the Uterus. — ^The patient was a servant girl in 
New York Hospital, twenty-seven years of age, with a history of men- 
strual irregularities extending through a period of seven years. Accom- 
panying the flow there had been occasional supra-pubic pain. Six 
months before her admission to the hospital this pain had become con- 
stant and she had been compelled to give up all work. She was 
obliged to pass her water twenty or thirty times a day. The urine 
was examined, and found to be entirely normal in all respects. 

Vaginal examination showed the uterus to be a little lower than 
natural ; the finger encountering the fundus in the anterior cul-de-sac. 
Together with this anteflexion there was some catarrh of the bladder, 
while the woman was anaemic and hysterical, and suflered greatly from 
constipation. 

It was concluded that the first thing to do was to build up the 
woman's general health. Rest in bed was enjoined ; thrice a day she 
took gr. iv. of the ammonio-citrate of iron with gentiarr, and the follow- 
ing prescription was employed, viz : 

R Magnesii sulphat 3 vj. 

Acid, sulph. dil 3 y. 

Ferri sulph gr. xij. 

Quin. sulph gr. xij. 

oyrup. zingi oens •.■.••.•••............•.......••••••.•. x. s J* 

Aquae q. s. ad f* SyJ* ^* 

Dose, a tablespoonful in ice-water thrice daily. 

To cure the anteflexion, instead of introducing a pessary, it was de- 

3 
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termined to persuade the woman to teach her bladder to hold gradually 
more and more urine. It was reasoned that when the bladder could 
hold twelve ounces, the anteflexion would be largely reduced. — Med. 
Record, 

Post Nasal Catarrh. — Dr. Mays, in Brief, says : A solution of 
salt and water, a teaspoonful to a pint of tepid water, passed through 
the nasal passages once a day, has cured many a case of chronic ca- 
tarrh. 

The best course of treatment is to cleanse the diseased surfaces 
with the post-nasal syringe, throwing up behind the palate a warm so- 
lution of bicarbonate of soda, which dissolves the mucus and pre- 
pares the way for the various astringents and detergents which are 
then used in the form of spray. There is a variety of these, such as 
sulphate of zinc, chlorate of potash, perchloride of iron, permanga- 
nate of potassa, tannin, carbolic acid, glycerine in various combina- 
tions as may be found best suited to the case. 

These applications should be made twice a day, and continued until 
the patient is relieved. They should all be used warm, as any cold 
solution would be attended with danger. Very weak solutions are to 
be used, as the diseased surfaces are very sensitive, and any solution 
strong enough to give pain will do more harm than good. The pa- 
tient generally gets relief from, and is willing to continue the treat- 
ment as long as necessary. But there are some old cases in scrofulous 
constitutions, where all we can do is to afford very great relief, but 
cannot effect a perfect cure. I usually treat these cases three weeks at 
a time, and advise them to come again after a few months and under- 
go another course of the same length of time. The patient should be 
very careful to avoid exposure to cold and damp while he is being 
treated. He also uses a gargle in some cases, as follows : 

R . Hydroehlorate ammonia 2 drachms. 

Puly. alum 30 grains. 

Aqua 6 ounces. 

Several times a day. 

Ophthalmia Neonatorum. — A solution of nitrate of silver 
(three-quarters of a grain to the ounce) is injected under the lids twice 
a day. 

For the lids themselves the following is usually employed : 

B Sodsdboratis gr. xij. 

Zinci sulphatis gr. j. 

Aquse camph f. ^ J. 

Aquee destilL f. ,^ j. M. 

To be applied to the lids two or three times a day. — New York Med, 
Record. 

Liquid Glue. — Take of best white glue, or better, of best French 
transparent gelatine, 8 parts. Cut it fine, cover it with distilled water, 
and soak it until soft ; tiien pour off any excess of water. Melt it on a 
water-bath, and add to it one part of glacial acetic acid. When tho- 
roughly mixed, bottie it. — New Remedies, 
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Treatment of Barber's Itch. — Dr. Brame recommends the 
following treatment : Shave off the hair or cut them very short; then 
apply once or twice a week an ointment composed of : 

Prepared chalk 10 parts. 

Coal-tar 1 to 4 " 

Glycerin 6 ** 

Simple cerate 50 ** 

or the following : 

Prepared ohalk 8 parts. 

Coal-tar 1 to 4 " 

Linseed oil 20 " 

— La Ruche Pharmaceutique. 

Popp's Anatherine Dentifrice. — 

R Cloves 4 ,5. 

Red Saunders 4 ^ . 

Guaiac wood IflO gr. 

Cinnamon 160 gr. 

Myrrh 380 gr. 

Oil of cloves 10 gtt 

OU of cassia. 10 gtt 

Alcohol 3 fl. J. 

Rose water 26 fl. ^ . 

— Hager^s Manuale. 

Lip Salve. — ^The following formulae are recommended : 

R Spermacetti 40 parts. 

Lard, perfectly pure and fresh 80 '' 

White wax 20 " 

Oil of sweet almond« 6 to 10 " 

according to the season of the year, are melted together, the mixture 
colored with a sufficient quantity of alkanet, by digesting the root with 
the melted mass, and the latter then suitably perfumed, for instance, 
with : 

Oil bergamot : . 2 parts. 

Oil orange 3 " 

The mass is then poured out into moulds. It is customary to pour 
it into tin-tubes, from which it is removed when cold, and then covered 
with tin-foil. — Nnv Remedies, 

Glycerole of Thymol. — The formula is : 

R Thymol ' 20 grs. 

Glycerin 1 ounce. 

Rectified spirit 1 " 

Distilled water 16 " 

Useful in pityriasis, and, when diluted, as an effective antiseptic 
mouth- wash. 

It is said that thymol has the property of immediately removing the 
smell of tobacco, — Ne%v Remedies, 
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Remedial Management of Acute Testitis.— By Z. C. Mc- 

Elroy, M. D. {Cincinna.ti Zan^et and Clinic, October 4, 1879.) The 
management of this painful disease, by which the doctor claims better 
results than commonly have been attained, consists in hypodermic in- 
jection of morphias sulph., in }( gr. doses, into the cellular tissue of the 
scrotum, and internally : 

B Calomel gr. iij. 

Ipecac jpulv gr. x. 

M. Sig.^Take at once. 

To have saline in the morning and follow with smaller doses of calo- 
mel and ipecac every six hours. Repeat hypodermics of morphiae, p. 
r. n. Apply locally : 

B Hydrarg ammoniatl 3 J. 

Cerati Bimp § j. 

M. ft. ungt. 
Sig.— Apply as directed. 

Case dismissed on the fourth day. 

[We have obtained equally as good and rapid results by the use of 
sahne cathartic and an application of belladonna extract, made soft 
with water, and smeared over the scrotum. — Ed.] — Detroit Lancet, 

Ulcers and Abrasions. — Dr. Culver, in Brief , states : As a 
local application in ulcers and abrasions I can find nothing to equal 
the following : 

® • R&Sd^* :::::: : : : : :.: } <»'«"«"«« «"ffl<"«'^t- 

Mix. Flat; paste. 
Put this on the ulcer in sufficient amount to more than cover the 
ulcer or abrasion and spread it moderately thick with a knife. It her- 
metically seals the parts to be treated and I let it stay on as a perma- 
nent dressing, and it is surprising how remarkably quick the healing 
process takes place. 

Russian Spirit. — ^There is a liniment known under this name, 
which is used for rheumatism. The formula is : 

B Olei sinapis destillati 12 parts. 

Olei thereb 75 " 

Camph 75 " 

Liquor am. fort 76 '* 

Tinct capelcl 75 " 

Aleoholifl fort 1000 ** 

A MAN was recentiy convicted of a petty theft before a police court. 
He had once been a prominent physician, and dated his downward 
course from the time that he cheated the publisher of his medical jour- 
nal out of the subscription price. After that he said that every piece 
of rascality came easy to him. The moral here needs not be pomted 
out, and we shudder for the future of some. — Michigan Mediccd News, 

Ptyalism. — 

B H>pophosphito of soda 2 drachms. 

Hypophosphite of lime 2 drachms. 

Aqua 4 ounces. M 

Pose, t4blespoQnfiiJ every fpur boiirs,-^Pr, Bwroer, in ^rv/t 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



NOTICE. 

Parties desiring to subscribe for the Record for 1880 can commence 
with the November or December number without extra charge. Any 
one of our present subscribers on renewing their subscriptions for 1880 
can secure dub rates by sending up two new subscribers, and any one 
will be allowed a commission of 25 per cent, on all new subscriptions 
which may be sent us. Our Journal is constantly improving, and 
is now regarded as eminently practical, and as presenting more useful 
information in less space than perhaps any other Journal in the whole 
country. Such is tne testimony that comes up to us from the profes- 
sion in all sections. 



EDITORIAL NOTICES. 

MiHake. — An article in our September number attributed to H. 
W. i 'arpenter should have been credited to W. W. Carpenter, of Cali- 
fornia. 

H. P. Truman & Co. — See advertisement of this fine establishment of 
Louisville. Their batteries are excellent, and come highly recommend- 
ed by leading men in the profession. 

Messrs. Reed A; Carnrick, manufacturing pharmacists, New York, 
have made a very liberal and handsome contribution of their beauti- 
ful preparations and chemicals to the Medical Colletire Dispensary, 
which are acknowledged and cordially appreciated. We invite atten- 
tion also to an advertisement of this splendid establishment commenc- 
ing in the present number of our Journal. 

AppiiBTON 4& Co.— This large, enterprising and liberal publishing 
house has donated to the College Library thirty-six volumes. of valua- 
ble books. They were opened too late to permit the publication of a 
list of the works, which we will do in our next issue. 

Other valuable donations have been received, but too late for notice 
in this issue. 



SURGEON-GENERAL /. K. BARNES. 

This eminent and indefatigable man of the United States Armv has 
donated to the Library of the Southern Medical College a number of 
valuable volumes and circulars, a list of which we append — among 
them the 'Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Re- 
bellion. These huge and comprehensive volumes, so replete with valua- 
ble statistical information, so wonderiully illustrated, and so elaborately 
gotten up in detail, evince a most prodigious amount of energy, skill and 
talent on the part of the government officials and Surgeon-General 
Barnes, who supervised the work. They will be thankfully appreciated. 
The following is the list of the books : 

Catalogue of Army Medical Museum Surgical Section. 

Report on Excisions of the Head of the Femur. 

Report on Surgical cases in the Army Circular No. 3. 

Report on Epidemic Cholera and Yellow Fever. 

Report on Hygiene of the Unlte<l States Army— Plans and Speciflca'r 
tions for Hospitals — Transport of Sick and Wounded. 

Four large volumes War of the Rebellion. 

/in Atlas of Sumau Aa!itoa^y, ^ud ^ amQber of yalif ^ble Qirci)li^f9r 
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DUTY ON QUININE. 

Upon the subject of the removal of the duty on the sulphate of quinine, 
recommended by the American Medical Association and adopted by the 
last Congress, this journal has not expressed itself; nor are we prepared 
now to say that the action taken on the matter was wise or judicious. 

That the sulphate of quinine is somewhat cheaper is true, yet there 
have been times before the removal of the duty, when it was quite as 
low afi at present. We suppose, of course, that the competition result- 
ing from the influx of foreign preparations will have the eflfect of cheap- 
ening them, but this advantage may be counterbalanced by the intro- 
duction of adulterated and unreliable preparations. Already complaints 
are coming up that there are spurious articles in the market, and that 
doubleand treble the amount of quinine is required to produce the de- 
sired impression as formerly, and it is stated that there are now not less 
than fourteen different preparations of the article on the market. 

Upon general principles it wOuld seem thajt the removal of the tariff 
upon an article so universally demanded by the wants of humanity was 
right and proper, and it was natural to sympathize with this view of the 
subject, but we were not amontf vhose who sought to prejudice the minds 
of the public by raising the cry of monopoly and gree<i as against such 
time-honored establishments as those of Powers <fe Weigh tman, Warner 
A Co., Rosengarten and others, who had for long years devoted so much 
capital and skill in the manufacture of quinine and its preparations, and 
who had so faithfully and well supplied the market with articles so uni- 
formly jt>Mrr and reliable as to give character and precedence to American 
preparations over those of all other countries on the globe. We felt in 
our hearts a true American pride in this success of our manufacturers, 
and that so far from abuse they were entitled rather to the thanks and 
gratitude of the American people. 

But it is not our object here to eulogize any particular parties or estab- 
lishments, but simply to give impartial expression of our individual 
views. 

The importance of pure and reliable medicines we have frequently 
discussed ; it rises in our estimation above all mere personal or private 
considerations — even above that of cheapness or economy. If we have 
to use impure or spurious drugs, our patients must suiter, our reputation 
as practitioners go down, and the profession at large lose cast and 
usefulness in public estimation. 

This much we say, not in advocacy of the tarifT or against it. but as 
favoring a careful watching and consideration of the action taken, and 
to reiterate our often expressed views of the great importance of protect- 
ing the public and the profession against the manufacture of impure drugs. 

MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

We have repeatedly urged our medical brethren to form medical so- 
cieties. They serve the double purpose of mutual improvement and of 
cultivating a degree of social feeing and brotherhood, which otherwise 
will not be likely to exist in a community where two or more physi- 
cians are thrown in competition. It is a lamentable fact that instead of 
kindly and social relations between medical brethren, the opposite con- 
dition of things too often obtains. 

Nothing so quick4y dispels this unfriendliness as a medical society at 
which physicians are thrown together and talk over their ca^^es and 
their troubles. 

We would cheerfully encourage the formation of societies for the 
reasons mentioned. It is important also as a means of medical pro- 
gress The interchange of ideas and metho(is of practice is certainly 
promotive of mutual improvement in the practice, and tends by the de- 
velopment of new facts and the diffusion of useful experiences to add to 
the general progress of the profession everywhere. We will say to any 
who win organize a society in their midst that we will club the Jour- 
nal to the members of the same at greatly reduced rates. 
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RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE MEDICAL TALENT OE 

A TLANTA, 

Of these we mention Prof. A, S, Payne^ of Virginia^ recently elected 
President of the Virginia Medical Society, which honor he declined to 
accept the Chplr of Practice in the Southern Medical College. 

Prof. E. J. K \llock, of New York, appointed to the Chair of Chemis- 
try in the same school. 

Prof. Wm. Ferrin Nicolson, from Virginia, appointed to the Chair of 
Anatomy, and Dr. Lindsay Johnson, of Northern Georgia, to the place 
of Demonstrator of Anatomy, etc., in the same school. These are gen- 
tlemen of eminent ability, whose talent will redound to the benefit of 
the fortunate students of this new and rising Institution. 

DONATIONS TO COLLEGE LIBRARY— LIBERALITY 
OE LINDSA Y ^ BLAKISTON, PHILADELPHIA, 

The following works have been generously contributed to Southern 
Medical College Library by Messrs. Lindsay ^ Blakiston, to-wit : 

Manual of Midwifery, by Meadows ; Diseases of Women, by Galla- 
bln ; Therapeutic Forces, by Dr. Mays ; Practical Surgery, by Mears ; 
Index of Diseases and their Treatment, by Tanner ; Pennsylvania Hospi- 
tal Report ; Naval Hygiene, by Wilson ; Lectures on Practical Surgery, 
by Toland ; Diseases of Children, by HiUier ; Reports on Medicine and 
Surgery, Sydenham Society; Aosesthetic Manual, by Tumbull ; Dis- 
eases of the Stomach, by Habershon ; Atlas of Human Anatomy, by 
Godlee ; Summer and its Diseases, by Wilson ; Epilepsy, Pains, Paraly- 
sis, by Radcliff ; Lacerations of the Perineum, by Agnew ; Chloroform, 
its Action and Administration, by Sansom ; Complimentary Dinner to 
Prof. Gross. 



BOOK NOTICES, 

THE NATIONAL DISPENSATORY, containing the Natural History, 
Chemistry, Pharmacy, Actions and Uses of Medicines, including 
those recognized in the Pharmacopoeias of the United States, Great 
Britain and Germany, with numerous references to the French Codex, 
by Alfred Stille, M. D., L. L. D., Professor of the Theory and 
tYactice of Medicine and of Clinical Medicine in the University of 
Pennsylvania; and John M. Maich, Phar. D., Professor of Materia 
Medica and Botany in the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. Second 
edition, thoroughly revised, with numerous additions, with two hun- 
dred and thirty-nine illustrations. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea. 1879. 

Only a few months ago we briefly reviewed the first edition of this 
great work, which by reason of the great demand for It Is already ex- 
hausted, and the second edition Is now before us, enlarged and im- 
proved, being perhaps the largest work on the subject now in print, con- 
taining 1,680 large octavo pages. 

The improvements and additions made to the work since the first 
issue are many and valuable, amounting to nearly one hundred pages of 
new matter. The pages are somewbat larger. The doses are given both 
in the troy weight and the metrical system, and the Therapeutical In- 
dex has been extended by 2,250 new references, making the total num- 
ber In the present edition about 6,000. 

This work brings the subject down to a very recent period, the au- 
thor^s preface being dated August, 1879. 

WALSH'S PHYSICIAN'S COMBINED CALL BOOK AND TAB- 
LET, AND WALSH'S PHYSICIAN'S HANDY LEDGErt. 

The former of these Is for pocket use, and admirably arranged for 
entries and memoranda, and contains a little walking library of informa- 
tion as to tables, antidotes, doses, tests, Incompatlbles, etc., etc. 
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The latter, or ELandy Ledqeb, is arranged to transfer the contents of 
the CAiiii Book, by a short hand method, so as to give in a brief spaoe 
the visits and days on which they were made, so that the accounts may 
be drawn and the gross amount of items shown with the least possible 
trouble in book-keeping. Size of Handy Ledger 300 pages. Price $3. 
Price of Day book $1 50. Address Half Walsh, 326 C street, northwest, 
Washington, D. C. 

ATLAS OP SKIN DISEASES, by Louis Duhrinq, M.D., professor 
of Skin Diseases in the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania ; 
physician of the Dispensary for Skin Diseases, Philadelphia Hospital, 
etc.; Part VI — 6Jm^ytoc?6rma i\^«^wZorum, J5^ry<Aema iVbdoawm, Sebor- 
rhoeaj -Kc«e7?ia.— JPhiladelphia, Lippincott & Co. 

This is the sixth of a series of platf s illustrative of the various phases 
of skin affection. We have commended in strong terms the previous 
numbers of the series which the publishers have sent us. We see in this 
issue no falling off in the admirable execution of the plates, in the neatness 
of the get up, and in the clear, concise and able descriptions accompany- 
ing the plates characteristic of the learned author. 

Dermatological science, heretofore so backward in its development on 
this side the waters, may now be said to be making rapid strides and 
must soon take the lead of our transatlantic brethren. 

A TEXT BOOK OF PHYSIOLOGY, by J. Fdlton, M. D., M. R 8., 
England ; L. P. C. P., London ; Professor of Physiology and Sanitary 
Science in Trinity Medical College^ Toronto ; Surgeon to the Toron- 
to General 'Hospital, etc., etc. Second edition, revised and enlarged, 
404 pages octavo, with numerous illustrations. — Philadelphia, Land- 
say A Blakiston ; Toronto, Willing d; Williamson. 

The merit of this work consists in its plain, practical and condensed 
metiiod ; its freedom from redundancy and abstruse speculation, tiius 
fitting it to the wants of the stndent as a text book during his attend- 
ance upon lectures. 

THIRD REPOBT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH TO THE HONO- 
RABLE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NASHVILLE for the 
two years ending December 31, 1878. — Nashville, Tenn.: Tavil, East- 
man &Havill. 1879. 

This is a handsome volume of 384 octavo pages. It contains a well 
executed map of the city and a number of valuable papers bearing upon 
sanitary matters, hygiene, etc. 

Rbciiptbd.— Dr. Levi Farrow; Dr. L. C. Harvey, 1879; Dr. J. F. DeLonne, to 
August, 1S80; Dr. J. P. Simous, Dr. W. A. CuRlck, vV. D. Hunt, R. Imgrus, John B. 
Foster. 1879: — McCall to July, 1880: T. L. Lallerstedt, 1879; J. D. Jordan, 1879-1880; T. 
W.. Sproull, 1879; W. H. Walton, to October, 1880; E. G. Whitman, 1879; J. F. Fon- 
ville, 1880; John T. Booth. 1879; Thos. H. Jones, 1880; Robt. Kelly, 1879. 

Sr>EClA.L ilSTOTICES. 

Win. B. Warner dc Co.— This staunch and reliable house still maintains its 
hlsh reputation for the purity of their goods and the strict business integrity for 
which uiey have been so long characterized. Tlieir sugar-coated pills are specially 
popular, not only in this country, but in European markets. 

IjfieUif eel Pepslne.— This preparation is composed of the following powerful 
digestive principles, of which each dose of five grains contains : Pepsiue (pure) 1 
grain (equal to 5 gnilns of saccharated pepsine); Pancreatine, U grain ; Lactic Add, 
%^ grain ; Maltose, H grain ; Diastase. 1-15 grain : Hydrochloric Acid, 1-10 grain. Doses 
1 to 5 grains. Laciated Pepsine will be found of great value in dyspepsia, all phases 
of indigestion, malnutrition, diarrhoea in infants, chronic diarrhoea, cholera mfiui- 
tum. constipation and vomiting in pregnancy. 

Be particular to specify " PARKE, DAVIS & GO'S LACTTATED PEPSINE." 

Wine wltli Cake for Eiitertalnfneiit«.-~We take pleasure in directing the 
attention of the public to Bpeer's celebrated Port Grape Wine, apure and unadul- 
terated article, upon which every one may most implicitly rely. This wine is made 
at Bpeer's Vineyards, Passaic. New Jersey. It has a rich flavor, naellow juiciness and 
brilliant color; and Is not only an agreeable beverage, but is highly beneficial in all 
ItB properties for invalids and aged persons. For sale by Druggists. 
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PUBLICLY DELIVERED OCTOBER 1 3, 1 879, BY T. S. POWELL, M,D,, 
Professor of Obstetrics in 8k)uthern Medical College. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

It was my desire to have one of my colleagues deliver the in- 
troductory address of the first course of lectures in the Southern 
Medical College^ but as this duty has been pressed upon me, I have 
accepted it with grateful appreciation of the honor, and with a sin- 
cere wish to say something that will entertain this respected and intel- 
ligent audience. 

In these latter days it is becoming fashionable to ignore the truth of 
the Bible, nevertheless I am inclined to select as the ground work of 
these remarks a passage from that Holy Book — a passage in which is 
comprehended a volume of logic that cannot be refuted — of ethics 
that cannot be perverted, and general premises that no man can re- 
move from their Divinely established positions. The passage to which 
I refer is this : * * Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he reap." I have 
never yet known a man or woman to have the temerity to dispute the 
truth of this assertion, but as I do not design to deliver a lecture on 
morality, I quote this Biblical passage only in the application of it^ 
general truth, and to make it the basis of my subject proper, which I 
propose to be 

SOUTHERN INSTITUTIONS, 

In this wide-awake era in the Nineteenth Century, I doubt if there 
is an intelligent child among us of ten years of age, who is not more 



442 Southern Medical Record. 

or less impressed with the idea that this is an age of inspiring pro- 
gression — that transition from state to a still higher and better attain- 
ment in all things that add to the beauty, the comfort and the general 
well being of our race, is characteristic of the present state of human 
action. Onward is but the natural order of all created things. It is 
the watchword of Nature, and man echoes the cry in response to her 
cheering voice; but to man alone, inspired by the Infinite, is accorded 
the privilege of adding the word ** upward," as he thinks, and plans, 
and earnestly acts for the benefit and happiness of his fellow-man, for 
the high prestige of his native land and the boundaries of his whole 
country. Progression was an incentive to the ancient races, as it is to 
us in this age. The sovereigns of Egypi were stimulated by its ac- 
tion when they erected monuments of such vast proportions and won- 
derful skill that the generations of more than two thousand years have 
looked with amazement upon these marvelous memorials of mechani- 
cal art and labor. The Greeks and the Romans, urged on by its ev r- 
active spirit, built magnificent temples, organized national institutions, 
gave to the world glorious examples of art, and investigations of 
science so far as was possible with the limited resources of their age. 
No step made in progressive movement is ever lost to the world, 
and we of to-day are the beneficiaries of every improvement made in 
those periods of the mighty past. But as the utmost limit of perfec- 
tion attainable at one period of the world's history is far behind that 
arrived at ** by geneirations that follow," new improvements must sup- 
plant old ones ; and alitiquated inventions, theories, and modes of ac- 
tion give place. to the more enlightened ones of advanced knowledge 
and ever-progressive industrial enterprise. While every improvement 
for the human race will either immediately or in the course of time be 
felt throughout the world, it is evident to every man that those pro- 
gressive movements that will most materially benefit his own section or 
community should first have his favor and support. Not from a sel- 
fish motive or sectional prejudice, but from the higher consideration of 
developing the talent or industry that will benefit others who are near- 
est and dearest by the bond of association, and from the love of locali- 
ty implanted in the heart of every true man. As the All- wise Su- 
preme Being has hnked' all men together from the rivers to the ends of 
the earth, with the ever-throbbing, magnetic chain of human sympa- 
thy and fraternal interest — every movement, every recorded instance, 
and every institution for the benefit and elevation of the human race 
finds an instantaneous and sympathetic response in all the hearts of 
those who love their fellow nlen, so soon as the news is flashed along 
the wires from on^' continent to another, or from section to section of 
our common cotmtfy. A good deed done in China, India or the 
South Sea Islands causes a thrill of joy in the soul of every good man 
and wortian in North America. \Vi hear of associations organized 
and institutions erected' for promoting the comfort and interest or de- 
veloping talent upon the soil of Europe, or in different sections of our 
own country, but thfese institutions, these organizations — aside from 
their local habitation — are cosmopolitan. They belong to the ** wide, 
wide world j'' their influence is for the whole race of man — Christian, 
Tew. or (xentile. As the rays of the full, unclouded moon penetrate 
every nook and corner of the forest and silently throw their lovely 
beams even under the leaves oif the shrinking violet, so the light of 



Southern Medical Record. 443 

•every noble work, with its attendant ministration, reaches the most 
obscure depths where the human race is found. Can you suppose 
that the grandeur, the beauty, and the magnificence of St. Peter^B, 
St. PauPs — the cathedrals at Milan and Strasburg — were designed for 
only the eye and the: worship of the inhabitants in their respective 
cities ? The lovely creations of Roman and Greek art, in painting or 
sculpture, were not merely for the artistic glory of Rome or Greece, 
but men and women of almost every nation have drank inspiration 
from their beauty, and modeled from their immortal forms and color. 

The ** Home, Sweet Home'' of John Howard Payne is a stereo- 
typed melody . around the fireside in every land where, the song has 
been sung, and the beautiful self-immolated life of his illustrious name- 
sake is a precious legacy to the whole philanthropic world. In our 
own country the time-honored names of Yale and Harvard are not en- 
shrined only in the memory of their beneficiaries among our Northern 
friends — ^but. North, East, South and West have paid their tribute of 
•eulogy to these halls of learning, and in every section of the Union 
there are found alumnae of these institutions, who to the close of their 
lives will have vivid and grateful recollections of their loved and 
revered Alma Mater, The venerable William and Mary and Ran- 
dolph-Macon Colleges, though erected upon Southern soil, open their 
fountains of knowledge to every one, irrespective of clime or nation- 
ality, who would drink of the Pierian spring, and the more modern in- 
stitution, Washington and Lee College, has already a world-wide 
fame, .wherever the names of these, our illustrious Chieftains, are 
Icnown and honored. It is but natural that our own Southern institu- 
tions, whether national, scholastic, industrial or philanthropic, should 
ibe the more closely entwined about the Southern heart, as their inter- 
-est, their prestige and their prosperity are more individually our own. 
We are the more direct recipients of their benefits ; we feel the more 
•sympathy in their character and utility ; for the sake of our children 
and future generations, we more earnestly desire their perpetuity, and 
we feel a pride in their establishment in proportion to the reputation 
and the worth of the institutions themselves. Who can so fully esti- 
mate the worth of Vanderbilt University to the South, as we of its 
sunny land, and can Southern hearts cease to remember with grateful 
memorials the names of its noble and generous founders ? The Uni- 
versity of Georgia, Mercer University and Emory College have an 
honored memory throughout the Union, but to none can they be so 
dear as to the people of Georgia. During the last twelve years there 
has been a greater impetus given to the establishment of Southern in- 
stitutions than perhaps the fifty preceding ones. The South is now 
awake to the importance of a movement in this direction that will 
keep pace with the progressive age, and of such a character as will 
presage the future of Southern greatness. 

Within the last decade hundreds of factories, or other establish- 
ments representing varied industrial pursuits, have been erected upon 
our soil — educational interests are of a more diffusive and higher char- 
acter than ever before in our section, and organizations of literature, 
art and science are now established in localities where a few years ago 
there was not one temple to do homage to these divinities of an en- 
lightened progression. No man will deny that it is hx^patfiotic duty 
to support and encourage every institution erected upon his native 
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soil that will add to the honor and the prosperity of his section or 
entire country. The South, with iis almost limitless possibilities in 
mind and industry ; with its magnificent natural resources ; its politi- 
cal character and talents ; with its mei) and women of genius, and de- 
lightful climate, has in a pre-eminent degree all the agents from which 
to evolve the full grown statue of a country's national, educational,, 
industrial and financial greatness. Her grand historic record is but 
the horoscope of her future — a horoscope star — bright with the prophet- 
ic greatness of the sunny South. 

The city of Atlanta has many advantages to make it the Southern 
nucleus of medical science and exposition : Its climate all the year 
round ; its varied and continually increasing population ; its energy, 
wealth, enterprise, public libraries and medical talent all combine to> 
offer advantages and facilities of a high character to the medical stu- 
dent, and enable him to pursue his stu^lies with both pleasure and 
profit. We repeat that it is the patriotic duty of the State and the 
South to encourage and support an institution of this character^ that 
now offers itself to the favor of the public and the people of our city. 
There are unfortunately too many pessimists in our communities ; too 
many who look upon all things as a misfortune or calamity — that cast 
an ** evil eye" upon every worthy movement, and predict for it utter 
failure in the en3. Though the optimist is the extreme antithesis of 
this character, it is much better to have its cheering tones to greet us ; 
its visions of naught but prophetic good, and its inspiring action in 
every onward and upward movement. As regards medical schools 
and men, the pessimists look upon them all for the worst. They 
either have no need for the colleges and doctors, or the colleges are 
not all they should be, and the doctors quacks, humbugs, impostors, 
etc. Others take the medium ground, and say that our law and medi- 
cal colleges are equal to our necessities, and serve our purpose well 
enough. This is the answer of indifference and mediocrity to intelli- 
gence and progress. They forget that the spirit of medical education, 
like that of all other genuine instruction, is ** Let knowledge grow- 
from more to more." No individual, no city or community, and no 
institution should accept mediocrity when excellence, and even emi- 
nence can be attained. In no progression and in no institution is this 
excellence more important and desirable than in medicine and medical 
colleges. Though much is yet to be achieved by the medical profes^ 
sion in this country, its graduates can compare favorably with those in. 
4aw and other professions, and I doubt if there are not as many good 
doctors as there are lawyers, merchants, farmers, etc. Apropos, to 
quote from a pertinent speaker on this subject. He says : ' * Men 
learned in law and medicine are not popular with demagogues, but in 
their conceit and ignorance they seem to think that any man who can 
read, write and cipher is qualified to be a lawyer or doctor." This idea 
would lower the standard of medicine to the statue of every quack 
and impostor, and make such legal lights as shone in a certain circuit 
court of which I once heard. The Judge was not much learned in 
technicalities, knew but little Latin, much less Greek. The jury was 
composed of ordinary farmers. A smart and saucy lawyer by the 
name of Brown rose to defend a case. He spoke two hours in the- 
highest possible style, soaring aloft, repeating Greek and bringing a 
shower of technical terms to the end of his tongue. The jury sat with. 
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open mouths, the Judge stared with amazement; Brown closed — the 
verdict of the jury was against him — motion for a new trial. In the 
morning Brown rose and bowed to the court : * * May it please your 
Honor, I humbly rise this morning to move for a new trial. On yes- 
terday I gave wings to my imagination and rose above the stars in a 
blaze of glory. I saw at the time that it was all Greek and Turkey 
tracks to you and the jury. This morning I feel humble, and I prom- 
ise the court, if they will grant me a new trial, I will brmg myself 
down to the comprehension of the court and jury." '* Motion over- 
ruled," says the court, **and a fine of five dollars against Mr. 
Brown for contempt of court. " * * For what ?** exclaimed Brown. ' * For 
insinuating that this court don't know Latin and Greek from turkey 
tracks." 

It is my opinion that the achievements in medicine in this 
country will not suffer by comparison with those in Europe, when we 
take into consideration the superior antiquity and facilities of the pro- 
fession in the latter country. An over-weaning self-confidence in any 
pursuit is detrimental to success, but just appreciation is not conceit, 
and modest modicum of boasting is better than self-abasement. The 
words of inspiring hope and encouragement should be the rule to de- 
velop the talent among the people and ensure success 10 every worthy 
epterprise. Every tone of this kind will be a mite to cast into the 
common treasury of agents that incite a man's confidence in his ef- 
forts and hi«5 cause. In elevating the standard of medical character 
and education, and giving them their legitimate rank and protection, 
the public welfare will gain rather than lose. The people of the State 
and the State itself should not be more indifferent to the character and 
capability of physicians than they are to that of teachers in their pub- 
lic schools. 

No man should have and does have more of the spirit of pro- 
gressive knowledge than the true physician, but to elevate the pro- 
fession to the desired eminence he must have the sympathy and 
support of the public ; its confidence in his efforts, and its respect for 
them. The object and the earnest desire of the founders of the South- 
ern Medical College of Atlanta is to legitimately and thoroughly teach 
the science and the practice of medicine upon a broad, high and 
progressive basis. Its establishment was not designed from any mo- 
tives of rivalry to other institutions, but in a spirit of emulation of 
laudable ambition, and upon the universally recognized principle of 
live and let live in every undertaking for the common good. Some 
may say, * ' We have too many doctors now, as we have too many 
lawyers." I will admit that the doctors and ** Colonels" are equally 
divided, and that there are tricksters in medicine as well as in law, or 
trade ; yet we do not forget the trite but famous reply of Daniel Web- 
ster : ** There is always room at the top," and the design of this medi- 
cal institution is to bring both professors and students to the highest 
round of the ladder. It is by pursuing this course in all its depart- 
ments, mental, moral and medical, that we hope to make the institu- 
tion eminently worthy of favor and patronage. We desire to begin at 
the beginning upon this immovable platform, knowing that in this as 
in all thini»s, ** Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he reap." If the 
genuine seed of medical knowledge is sown here in good ground, the 
public will reap a harvest of practitioners that will be an honor to the 
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institution and the profession, and a blessing to the human race. Be- 
sides, a new school of medicine here will not increase the number of 
students in the aggregate ; it will only increase the number in Atlanta, 
and thus benefit the city. 

A word to our students, and I will close. We cordially welcome 
you, young gentlemen, to our city, and lo the initial exercises of the 
Southern Medical College. In the name of the Faculty, I present 
their kindest wishes for your success in attaining the best and highest 
knoweledge in the study of medicine. Next to the ministry of the 
Gospel, you have chosen the noblest and grandest of all professions, 
and it remains with you to become true and worthy members of the 
fraternity. A solid education, a close and patient investigation of 
your work, must be the basis upon which to build your future effi- 
ciency and reputation. The science of medicine is no more specula- 
tive theory : it is not a haphazard system or series of reckless experi- 
ments, but it is a grand collective science, composed of philosophical 
principles that are mathematically true. You must prove them, classi- 
fy and master them before you are fitted for the practice of the medi- 
cal art, and become a healer indeed of the ills that beset our physical 
humanity; and remember, you are not educating yourselves to be 
merely physicians — but accomplished gentlemen, men of strict hon- 
esty and integrity, men of conscientious scruples and unsullied honor, 
men of eoergetic and progressive enterprise in your profession, 
men who reverence God and his laws, men with kind, sympathetic 
hearts, whether ministering to the sick or poor in the bosom of your 
patrons families or the wards of a hospital ; in a word — the noble, the 
skillful, the true physician, worthy of all confidence, worthy of hon- 
ors, and the fervent benediction of your fellow-men. 

** Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he reap." Let these words 
ring in clarion tones in your ears as you labor in your special fields of 
knowledge or action. Let them be as your mentor and stimulator in 
acquiring your profession, and your "harvest home " will be crowned 
with a full and noble fruition of your best and highest hopes. 

Now, ladies and gentlemen, I have done. The Southern Medical 
College presents itself to you for kindly words, sympathetic interest, 
and generous support. Deal with us nobly and jusdy, and we pledge 
ourselves, as trustees, faculty and students, to endeavor to make this, 
institution pre-eminently worthy of your confidence, second to none, 
and the avant courier of that period when Atlanta shall become the 
great medical centre of the South, and its institutions of medicine shall 
evolve truth from this heaven-born science, whose light and healin*g 
will flow out in all directions and be like benisons to suffering humani- 
ty from sea to sea of our country's utmost boundaries. 

Our beloved Southern land has already a proud name and a famous, 
record wherever civivilization lifts its bright banners to the gaze of the 
world. Her heroes, statesmen, artists and literateurs have been 
crowned with the laurel by the noblest and best in Christendom, and 
that day will surely come when the Sunny South will win the proudest 
rank in education, whether medical, scholastic or industrial, and take 
her place as second to none among the nations of the earth. 
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TREATMENT OF THE DROWNED. 

TWO THINGS TO BE DONE: RESTORE BREATHING; RE- 
' STORE ANIMAL HEAT. 

Rui.E I, Rcnmr III! Obsd-vctions to Bmiihin^. InstanUy loosen 
apart all neck and waist-bands: turn tlie iiaiient on his lace, with the 
head down hill ; stand astride the hips with your fate towards his 
head, and, locking your Tingefi together under hishelly, raise, tlie body 



as high as you can without lifting the forehead ofTihe "round (Fig, i), 
and give the bodv a smart jerk to ren ove mucus from the throat and 
water from the windpipe; hold the body suspended long enough to 
slowly count one, two, three, four, five, repealing the jerk more gently 
two or three times. 

Rule 2. Place the patient face dowr.ward, and maintaining all the 
while your position astride the body, grasp the points of the shoulders 



hy the clothing, or, if the body is naked, ihntst your fingers into the 
armpits, clasping your thumbs over the points of the shoulders, and 
raise the chest as high as you can (Fig. z) without lifting the head ,pite 
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off the ground, and hold it long enough to slowly count one, two, 
three. Replace him on ihe ground, with his forehead on his ilexed 
arm, the neck straightened out, and the mouth and nose free. Place 
your elbows against your knees and your hands upon the sides of his 
chest (Fig. 3) over the lower ribs, and press downward and inward 
with increasing force long i-nough to slowly count one, two. Then sud- 
denly let go, grasj) the shoulders as before and raise the chest (Fig. 
a); then press upon the ribs, etc., (Fig. 3.) These alternate move- 
ments should be repeated 10 to 15 times a minute for an hour at least, 
unless breathing is restortd sooner. Use the same regularity as in 
natural breathing. 

RuLF. 3. .After breathing has commenced, restore the animal heat. 
Wrap him in warm blankets, apply bottles of hot water, hot bricks, or 
anything to restore Iieat. Warm the head nearly as fast as the body, 
lest convulsions come on. Rubbing the body with warm cloths or the 
hand, and slapping the fleshy parts, may assist to restore warmth and 
the breathing also. If ih;; patient can surely swallow, give hot coffee, 



tea, milk, or a little hot sling. Give spirits sparingly, lest they pro- 
duce depression. Place the patient in a warm bed, and give him 
plenty of fresh air; keep him <iuiet. 

beware: 

Avoid delay. A moment may turn the scale for life or death. Dry 
ground, shelter, warmth, stimulants, etc., at this moment are nothing 
— artificial breathing is everything— is the one remedy — all others are 
secondary. 

Do mt stop lo rciioi-c ivct ehlhing before efforts are made to restore 
breathing. Precious time is wasted, and the patient may be fatally 
chilled by the exposure of the naked body, even in the summer. Give 
all your attention and efTort to restore breathing by forcing air into and 
out of the lungs. If the breathing has just ceased, a smart slap on 
the face or a vigorous twist of the hair will sometimes start it again, 
and may be tried incidentally, as may, also, pressing the finger upon 
the root of the tongue. 

Before natural brea-.hing is fully restored, do not let the patient lie 
on his back unless so.ne person holds the tongue forward. The tongue, 
by falling back, may close the windpipe and cause fatal choking. ^f|> , 

If several persons are present, one may hold the head steady, keep- 
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• 
ing the neck nearly straight ; others may removfc wet clothing, replac- 
ing at once clothing which is dry and warm ; they may also chafe th* 
limbs, and thus promote the circulation. 

Prevent friends from crowding around the patient and excluding 
fresh air ; also, from trying to give stimulants before the patient can 
swallow. The first causes suffocation ; the seeond, fatal choking 

jDo not gk'e up too soon. You are working for life. Any time with- 
in two hours you may be on the very threshold of success without 
there being any sign of it. 

In suffocation by smoke or any poisonous gas, as also by hanging, 
proceed the same as for drowning, omitting effort to expel water, etc., 
from the windpipe. 

In suspended breathing from effects of coloroform, hydrate of chlo- 
ral, etc., proceed by rule 2, taking especial pains to keep the head very 
low, and preventing closure of the windpipe by the tongue falling 
back. 

The foregoing method, originally published by the State Board of 
Health of Michigan, has the sanction of other State and city Boards 
•of Health, and is fully endorsed by the State Board of Health of Con- 
necticut, and printed for general distribution as a life-saving measure. 
— Proceedings of County of Kings. 



CASES OF IMPACTED C^CUM AND COLON. 



BY E. R. MAXSON, M.D., L.L.D., 
of Syracuse, New York. 



As most of the cases of this character, of long standing, to which I 
have been called, had been regarded and treated as other affections, I 
offer the following, which have fallen under my treatment during the 
past two years, hoping to throw some light upon the subject: 

June 28th, 1878, I was called to attend a boy about nine years old, 
of good parentage, who was suffering from tuberculous meningitis, as 
was evident from all the symptoms of that disease being fully devel- 
oped, but which I need not enumerate. 

On inquiring into the cause, I found that from infancy he had been 
badly constipated, and for years had lumps in his bowels which had 
been regarded as ** tumors" of some kind, not defined. 

He had, from infancy, suffered much from pain in his head, at times 
severe, and for several months before I saw him it had been intense, 
rendering him by turns delirious. 

I discovered that the couum and colon were impacted, constituting the 
^* tumors," and that the condition had been of long standing; eviaent- 
ly impairing digestion, and affecting the brain sympathetically, doubt- 
less leading to the tuberculous meningeal condition in which I found 
him. 

My prognosis was unfavorable, of course; even after hiving re- 
moved — by rhubarb and Epsom salts, with injections of warm water, 
containing salt, lard, molasses and beefs gall, of each a teaspoonful to 
the half pint — an enormous quantity of hardened scybala, entirely 
dispersing the abdominal tumors ; for, though it gave him great tern. 
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porary relief, as I anticipated and warned the parent?, the tuberculous^ 

symptoms eventually passed on to a fatal termination. 

October 24th, 1877, I was called to attend a highly respectable gen- 
tleman about fifty years old, of a fair constitution and excellent habits, 
who h\d been in poor health for nearly ten years; having had little- 
appetite, imperfect digestion, a fistula in ano, some cough, and during 
the entire period what is called a ** hardened stomach," his mother 
having died of a similar affection. 

He had been under treatment more or less of the ten years, steadi- 
ly growing worse up to the time I saw him, when his case had been 
declared hopeless, mainly from his lungs having become tuberculous, 
though no matter had yet been expectorated, as appeared. I discov- 
ered that what had been regarded as a hardened stomach was really an 
impacted colon, as was clearly demonstrated by the effects of gentle 
laxatives, with electricity, which brought away nearly three feet in 
length of impacted faeces from the colon, entirely removing the hard- 
ness, which having been felt most along the transverse colon; had 
been called a hardened stomach. 

This impacted condition of the large intestine had evidently caused, 
mechanically and otherwise, the indigestion, loss of appetite, fistula in 
ano, marasmus, pulmonary vomiciae, etc. Its removal gave him great 
relief, and left the lung disease to lead on to a fatal termination. 

On post-mortem examination I found a scrofulous-appearing tumor 
{twt scirrhous)^ on the duodenum, about two inches below the stomach, 
with a congested appearance of this portion or the small intestines, all 
evidently caused by the mechanical impression of the impacted colon 
on the part. And I have no doubt but that the fistula in ano was the 
direct and indirect result of the abnormal accumulation, as is often the 
case. 

I was called January loth, 1878, by a gentleman to attend his wife, 

, about fifty years old, in the last stages of what had been regarded and 

treated as an organic disease of the liver, attended with a tumor of 

that organ. Her great distress, at the time, was enormous swelling 

and intense pain in her right leg and foot, for which she desired relief. 

I found an impacted colon and caecum, the latter pressing so heavily 
(now that she was in bed), upon the right iliac vein and lymphatics as 
to have caused the swelling and pain, the nerves of course being in- 
volved, directly and indirectly. 

I very much feared that it had pruduced scirrhus of the pyloric ex- 
tremity of the stomach or duodenum, as the impaction was evidently of 
long standing. The ureter of that side was evidently obstructed, as 
there was intense pain in the right lumbar region, with some swelling. 

I gave her fluid extract of dandelion, 4 gm. (3J), every morning, 
and fluid extract of rhubarb and Epsom salts, of each, 4 gm. (3J), at 
evening, directing injections of warm water, with salt, lard, molasses 
and beefs gall, of each a teaspoonful to 240 cc, (^viij), at evening. 

On the third day a large amount of partially softened scybala came 
away, relieving the right leg and foot of pain and swelling, and the 
kidney somewhat. 

But simultaneously with this, the partially restrained scybala, lodg- 
ing in the descending colon, near the sigmoid flexure, caused a similar 
swelling, with pain, in the left leg and foot. But two days later, on 
-emoval of this retained matter, this also suddenly subsided, as did a 
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pain and swelling in the left lumbar region, from a partial closure of 
the ureter by the mechanical pressure being thus relieved. 

The tiimor, which had been regarded as hepatic, had now subsided, 
except an induration in the pyloric region. And though the p'atient 
was now free from pain and swelling, and quite comfortable, she Was 
little more than" skin and bones, and died about a week later. 

Tniadean examination by request of the family, finding, as I had 
anticipated, scirrhus of the pyloric extremity of the stomach and Com- 
mencement of the duodenum, evidently the result of pressure of the 
fecal matter in the large intestine passing over it ; the kidney of the 
right side being loosened, congested^ and very mqcJi enlarged, from 
pressure upon its excretory duct. The liver was normal, and so were 
all the other organs, except in so far as they were affected by the gene- 
ral marasmus. 

I was called January 26th, 1878, to see a prominent gentleman, 
about fifty years old, who had been very much constipated for several 
years, ** blood and slime" passing instead of fecal matter, as they in- 
formed me. 

During the year before I saw him he had run down, suffering the 
most intolerable tenesmus, and disposition for, without much, move- 
ment of his bowels ; it having been necessary to draw his water, as I 
learned, a part of the time. 

For twelve weeks before I saw him he had been confined to the 
house, and at last, more or less to his bed, his case having been re- 
garded and treated, I believe, as dysentery. I did not find positive 
evidence of any abdominal tumor in this case, as the abdomen was so 
much bloated it was impossible to diagnose the case by palpitation; 
but suspecting fecal impaction of the colon, I passed my fipger inta 
the rectum and found its veins nearly the size of my little finger, and 
also rectal ulceration. 

My diagnosis was an impacted coldn. And, with proper remedies, 
as in the other cases, I succeeded, within two weeks, in bringing away 
about lialf a bushel of intensely hardjened scybala, which had evi- 
dently interrupted micturition, led to the intolerable tenesmus daily, 
caused the hemorrhoidal congestion and ulceration, and brought him 
to death's door, as it were, for all these unpleasant complications sub- 
sided with the removal'of the retained matter, except the rectal ulcera- 
tion, which was cured by touching, through a speculum, with nitrate of 
silver. In six weeks he was able to resume his accustomed arduous 
and responsible business, which he has pursued, with increasing flesh 
and strength, to the present time, I believe. 

An invalid gentleman, forty-five years old, called on me May 13th, 
1878, from a distant city, of which he is a resident, to consult me in 
relation to an abdominal tumor that had been diagnosed as a ^' loose 
kidney," as I learned from him, by many prominent physicianis, it 
having been, however, previously poulticed for a long time, prepara- 
tory to opening as an abscess. The tumor occupied the right anterior 
abdominal region, being about the size of two fists, I think. I 
found that he had been badly constipated for a long time before he dis- 
covered the tumor, which had been sore or tender and painful at 
times, now rendering him unable to work. My diagnosis was impact- 
ed scybala at the junction of the ascending ia,n(l transverse colon, with 
possibly an intestinal tumor, as an effect of it, benign or malignant, 
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but probably scrofulous. And with this view, I treated him on the 
principles already laid down, with laxatives, tonics, etc. On May 
31st hardened scybala passed him, leaving the tumor about two-thirds 
its previous size. And again, June 14th, still more passed, reducing 
it to about one-third, so that he threw oflf his bandage or belt, which 
he had been obliged to wear, and under a laxative and tonic treat- 
ment rapidly regained his flesh and strength, enabling him to resume 
his responsible and arduous labors, which he continued until last Au- 
gust, when he again lost flesh and strength, having suspended treat- 
ment, and as I have since learned, by the advice of prominent physi- 
cians, who regarded the tumor as a loose kidney ; he was without 
treatment through the winter and early spring of 1878 and 1879, ex- 
cept morphine, to tjuiet pain which was intense, as I learned, from 
April isttill I saw him, May 17th, 1879, when he was very low. Feel- 
ing confident that the tumor was connected with the intestine, and 
probably the result of the impacted colon, and of a scrofulous charac- 
ter, and fully satisfying myself that it had been inflamed, suppurated 
and then contained matter, notwithstanding the high authority and 
positive assurance of his medical advisers to the contrary, I resolved 
at once to let the matter out. This I did by introducing the aspirator 
needle, when, with a very excellent instrument, I drew out 240 cc. 
(half a pint) of thick, scrofulous-appearing matter, affording the pa- 
tient instantaneous and almost perfect relief from the intense parn 
from which he had suffered for six weeks or longer. I gave him ton- 
ics and alteratives, directed a flannel about the abdomen, a solution of 
iodide of potassium, 8 gm. (5ij) to the 30 cc. (3j) of glycerin, to be 
applied to the abdomen morning ancl evening, and a small poultice to 
be kept over the puncture with the hope of keeping it open for the 
discharge while there was matter. 

The nAtter continued to flow from the puncture for two weeks, and 
he had improved steadily and rapidly. One week after I drew the 
matter he was in the garden; and June 13th, being less than a month, 
he came to see me, a distance of one hundred and thirty miles, and 
since July 24th — the tumor having diminished in size, and the hectic, 
colliquative diarrhoea and night sweats having entirely disappeared, and 
his appetite having become excellent, gaining, from June i8th to July 
24th, twenty-nine pounds in weight — he has been engaged regularly in 
his former occupation, that of a railroad engineer, as I am informed. 

The tumor may have been hydatid, and in that case might have 
caused the impaction of the colon. But from all the symptoms and 
circumstances and from what I have found in other cases, it was proba- 
bly the result of the accumulation of scybala in the colon, and of a 
scrofulous character, having thus inflamed and suppurated. 

I never believed it was a loose kidney, as it was not like cases of 
that kind that I have examined in this country and abroad, one of the 
most interesting of which I examined with the late Sir James Y. Simp- 
son, in Edinburgh, another in this city, and still another in Geneva, a 
few years since. 

Too much care cannot be taken in diagnosing such cases, as upon 
this depends the treatment or no treatment, and hence, often, the com- 
fort, health, and even life of the unfortunate patient. 

June I St, 1878, there was Drought to this city and placed under my 
eare, a gentleman from a distant part of the State, fifty years old. He 
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had been for a few months in a gloomy mood, and for the previous 
week insane, and under treataent for it in two of the principal cities of 
this State and in a distant rural district, from which he was taken to an 
insane asylum on a certificate of insanity from two of his attendants, of 
respectability, I believe. 

But as no very favorable prognosis was given at the acylum, and as 
his friends were not pleased with some of the treatment there, the im- 
pression having prevailed, as I learned, that his insanity was from or- 
ganic brain disease, which some of his symptoms might well have been 
suspected as indicating, he was brought to me. 

I learned that insanity was hereditary in the family ; that he would 
not eat; could not sleep much, and that his bowels had moved but 
once in two weeks. 

Regarding this train of facts and symptoms as indicating incipient 
impaction of the colon, I induced him to take freely pills of aloes and 
rhubarb, two or three times a day, which soon brought away a large 
amount of hardened faeces, apparently relieving the brain at once. 
This treatment, togetTier with pepsin, blood and nerve tonics, with a 
little cupping in the cervical and lumbar regions of the spine, fully re- 
stored him to reason within three weeks. 

He gained about twenty pounds of flesh within a month, leaving the 
city in good health and spirits, July 5th, one month and five days 
from the time I first saw him, and up to the last account I have 
had of him there had been no return of his physical or mental de- 
rangement. 

It is not probable that the impacted colon in this case, had there not 
been a hereditary pre-disposition, would have produced insanity. But 
with it, and a slight spinal irritation, it was sufficient ; and its removal 
effected a cure. — Medical and Surgical Reporter, 



FOREIGN BODIES ON THE IRIS. 



BY LUC1»2N HOWF, M.D. 

a 

In cases where foreign substances are lodged on the interior of the 
eye, a serious question often arises as to the advisability of attempting 
their removal. The amount of injury produced, the size of the body, 
and the position where it has lodge<j, are indications sufficiently 
marked, in many instances, to determine at once the best course to be 
pursued. 

There are cases, however, in which this is not so easily decided, and 
I would call attention to the fact that an answj^r to the question, 
whether or not we should interfere, depends upon the nature or com- 
y)osition of the foreign substance. This, perhaps, can be advanta- 
geously shown by two illustrative cases. 

No. I. A little boy, D. L., came to me from Dunkirk, suffering 
from the effects of premature explosion of gunpowder. As a result, 
the entire part of his upper face was thickly studded with the imbed- 
ded particles, the left side being particularly disfigured. The lids were 
also swollen, lachrymation profuse, and photophobia extreme. An ex- 
annin^ition of the right eye showed only a few grains in conjunctiva 
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and cornea. But the injury to the left was more marked. The greater 
part of the cornea had been burned by the flash, causing the epithe- 
lial layer to become opaque. Numerous particles were deeply, imbed- 
ded in that tissue^ and some had evidently passed entirely through it, 
while others were thiqkly strewn upon the ocular portion of the con^ 
junctiva. The patient was therefore etherized, and all the powdfr ac- 
tually visible carefully removed. By means of anodynes the pain was 
alleviated, aiid under the use of atropine the cpndition of the eye 
greatly improved; As soon, however, as the opaque epithelium was 
replaced by a clear layer, a. suspicious looking spot could be seen 
about the middle of the iris, in its superior and external quadrant. 
With the pupil dilated and the retracted iris thus thrown into folds, it 
was rather difficult to say whether this spot was a graiii of powder, or 
simply a natural deposit of pigment. • A solution of eserin was there- 
fore dropped into the eye, which, by contracting the pupil, rendered 
the iris more tense and smooth, manifesting plainly the presence of a 
foreign bddy. Moreover, as the cornea continued to clear up, the line 
of entrance of the particle could be distinctly traced, and it soon be- 
^an to make itself felt by the iritis which followed. This was suffi- 
ciently marked to caiise some apprehension, but soon passed off, the 
injection disappeared and vision improved. Being obliged to leave 
the city about that time, I left the patient in charge of my friend. Dr. 
Abbott, and at the last visit the partide of powder was still distinctly 
visible, bcit the eye otherwise in a perfectly normal condition. 

No. 2. This patient, ,Peter S , in June, 1878, while working at 

his trade as a stone cutter, was struck in the right eye by a particle of 
steel. At first it was hardly noticed, and not till some time afterward 
did it give him any special annoyance. When, at last, he applied for 
relief, there was fouqd to be considerable ciliary injection, an exuda- 
tion in the pupil, and swollen iris, Avhile in the upper and external 
quadrant of that membrane a minute black point could be clearly dis- 
cerned. The patient was at once urged to have the piece removed, 
but became alarmed. at the suggestion and disappeared. However, on 
the 9th of September following he returned, the symptoms, in the 
meanwhile, having become aggravated, and the vision so impaired 
that he could not count fingers across -the room, or V=3-ioo. He 
was then ready to submit to operation. Accordingly, chloroform was 
administered by Dr. Macneil, and after, making a wide incision at the 
corneal margin, like that required for an. iridectomy, I passed a pair of 
fine forceps into the anterior chamber, and attempted to extract the 
steel. The adhesions in the. vicinity made its detachment impossible, 
and I therefore drew out with it a considerable piece of iris. 1'his was , 
cut off and the remainder being returned to its proper place, the eye 
was closed with a bandage. The wound hpaled rapidly, the improve- 
ment beginning with the subsidence of jhe inflammation, and fifteen 
■days afterward, the vision had .increased almost twenty-fold — ^more ex- 
actly — V=2o-3o. At his'last visit, on the ,i6th of October, 1878, 
the injection had entirely subsided, and the patient was much gratified 
at the result. 

Here, then, we have two excellent cases for comparison. In both 
the foreign substance was about the same size, and lodged on the same 
part of the same structure. In one case, its presence produced little 
or no inconvenience ; in the other, an inflammatory process, with fail- 
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lire of vision resulted, which symptoms disappeared on the removal of 
the foreign body. The only well marked difference was in the com- 
position of the substances — one mainly made up of carbon, the other 
was steel — the first, liable to decomposition Only in a slight degree ; 
the second, readily oxidizable. 

I would not pretend to say *how or why it is, that this destructive 
process, in an almost microscopic particle, can so effect the nerves and 
vessels in its vicinity as to produce a well marked inflammatory condi- 
tion. 

Clinical observations, however, tend to establish the fact, and in my 
experience, at least, it has occurred that grains of gunpowder, frag- 
ments of coal, glass and stone, have produced, in general, less irrita- 
tion in the eye than substances more easily decomposed. This differ- 
ence in behavior would appear to be a very important point, and one 
usually omitted in the text books. It should not be supposed, how- 
ever, that even the most unchangeable of foreign bodies can remain in 
the eye without considerable danger of subsequent inflammation. The 
tendency to sympathetic iris is so great, and its results so serious, that 
every case of the sort must be looked upon with suspicion. It is only 
a matter of some satisfaction to think that when the substance is one 
not easily decomposed, the prospects are better for a favorable result. 
Nor would I be understood as intimating that the two cases cited con- 
•stitute of themselves sufficient basis for any valid conclusion. They 
-simply illustrate a series of facts quite frequently observed, and as 
such their history, and the inference to be derived from them, appear 
to be worthy or record. — Buffalo Medical Journal, 



TREATMENT OF INTERNAL HEMORRHOIDS BY HY- 
PODERMIC MEDICATION 



BY GEO. ROSS, M.D., RICHMOND, VA., 
Special I.«ctarer on Disesnes of Women, Medical CoUege of Virginia. 



Dr. Edmund Andrews, of Chicago, in the July number of the 
Philadelphia Monthly Review, contributed a most valuable article on 
the cure of hemorrhoids by hypodermic injection. And as any clini- 
cal experience tending to confirm the verity of the suggestions in that 
paper strengthen it, and may lead others to their adoption, I desire to 
add one to the list of recorded successful cases. . . 

Miss B. has been a- sufferer from intei'nal Dleeding hemorrhoids for 
nearly two years, at times enduring such agony as .to contemplate sui- 
cide. She could not stand or walk without the protrusion of one or more 
tumors 'through the sphineter ani, and after .stool, besides the painful 
and disagreeable necessity of replacing the everted rectum and mass of 
tumors, was obliged to lie down for a considerable length of time be- 
fore she was equal to the demands of her vocation. She had suffered 
so long and acutely, and every agent which her medical adviser had 
suggested having so signally failed in affording the slightest relief, 
that in sheer desperation she took refuge in opium, chloral, and whis- 
key, unconsciously using such quantities that she became a prey to 
Iheir power. Some of her friends thought her verging on lunacy. 



456 Southern Medical Record. 

Once arrangements were made for a surgical operation, and she w^ 
actually on the table prepared for the ligation of the tumors, but for 
some reason it was postponed. Of ointments and lotions she had 
used endless quantities, and losing faith in all medical men, had re- 
lapsed into a stolid indifference, preferring to endure the ** ills she 
had, rather than fly to those she wot not of." About the last of Sep- 
tember an attack of inflamed hemorrhoids made her so desperate she 
consulted me. Upon examination, I decided at once to adopt the 
hypodermic method of medication, and to employ the weakest solu- 
tion of carbolic acid advised in the paper referred to. The bowels hav- 
ing been previously thoroughly emptied by enema, on the morning of 
the 4th of October I injected ten drops of carbolized oil (gix olive oil, 
and 3! cryst carbolic acid) into the centre of one tumor, throwing the 
fluid in very slowly, and retaining the needle in situ until it could be 
thoroughly distributed through the tissues. The almost instant effect 
was the whitening and partial corrugation of the mucous membrane. I 
then injected alongside }i grain sulph. morphia, replaced all the tu- 
mors above the internal sphincter muscle, and made my patient com- 
fortable in bed. The operation was not very painful, but the pain in- 
creased considerably in two hours, apparently because of the incessant 
action of the ** sphincter," and lasted an hour or two. To relieve 
this, as well as to assist in the absorption of the tumors, I directed the 
application, night and morning, of this ointment : 

R Io«lofoTm 3 1 

Acid earbollc vrs. xv 

Acid Tannic fl;rs. xv 

Ext. belladon gra. viii 

Pulv. opii grs. viii 

Vaseline ......:; i 

To guarantee a semi-solid stool, she took each morning, immedi- 
ately be fore breakfast, a small wineglassful of Hunyadi Janos water. 
On the nth of October I repeated the treatment, injecting f7w tumors, 
and omitting the morphine. That tumor originally injected was much 
diminished in size. On the i8th she was menstruating, so I was forced 
to postpone my injection until the 25th. At that time I could only 
find two tumors, and they so small that I should not have thought it 
necessary to do anything for them except upon the ground of making 
** assurance doubly sure." She declared herself perfectly well, so far 
as the piles were concerned, and said that she almost wondered 
whether she could really be the same individual. The third and last 
operation Avas almost painless — she did not lose e day from her school 
— was equal to any amount of exercise during treatment, a thing ab- 
solutely impossible before, because as soon as a tumor escaped through 
the ** sphincter," a most intolerable strangury came on. Hence, I 
conclude that except in cases where the hypodermic method fails, I 
shall discard the ligature and ecraseur in the management of ** inter- 
nal hemorrhoids." — Southern Clinic. 



Means of Arresting the Epileptic Attack. — At the Societie 
de Biologie on the 5th of July, M. Brown Sequard said that he had 
learnt from a negro, that an attack of epilepsy may be-arrested by pull- 
ing the great toe. Moreover, he had himself verified the correctness 
of the fact upon twenty-one patient?. — Hospital Gazette, 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS, 

EXTRACTS FROM SERVICE OF JVM GOODELL, M. D. 



[Reported for the MEniCAii Record.] 

Laceration of the Perinuem. — Dr. Goodell advises the 
immediate operation, which he has found to be very successful 
in incomplete lacerations. In complete laceration it is not as 
successful as the secondary operation. In the primary operation, 
in order to put in the stitches accurately, Dr. Goodell recom- 
mends that ether be given, and that a sponge be placed high up in the 
vagina to stop the flow of the lochia, which embarrasses the operator. 
The stitches are applied as in the secondary operation, and merely 
twisted together. In the secondary operation, if the sphincter ani is 
involved, he always imbeds the first two stitches. On the eighth day 
all the stitches are removed, except the lowest. The faeces are then 
softened by an injection of warm sweet oil, and the bowels are moved 
twelve hours later by an ounce-dose of castor oil, aided, if necessary, 
by an injection. After tlie bowels have been emptied, the remaining 
stitch is removed. 

Vaginitis. — Non-specific and acute cases of vaginitis, he treats by 
such hot and emolient injections as flaxseed, or slippery-elm bark tea, 
to which laudanum has been added ; the solution which he usually 
employs contains laudanum f g j. to Oij. of flaxseed. When the in- 
flammation has subsided, vaginal suppositories, containing five grains 
of iodoform, are ordered twice or ^rice daily. In the chronic forms of 
this complaint, suppositories of tannin, or of iodoform, or long tam- 
pons of absorbent cotton, are employed, which have been dipped in 
astringent solutions of acetate of lead and zinc to which laudanum has 
been added. 

CarbunclL of the Urethra. — In timid women who refuse to sub- 
mit to an operation, he either mummifies the growth with crystallized 
carbolic acid melted down by heat, or destroys it by applications of 
chromic acid made with the utmost care, by means of a match whit- 
tled down to a point. The excess of acid is afterward neutralized by 
means of injections of a strong solution of the bicarbonate of sodium. 
If an operation is permitted, he cuts off* the growth with a pair of scis- 
sors curved on the flat, and sears the wound with a hot iron wire, or 
with Paquelin's thermocautery. He advises the use of an alcohol 
lamp for heating the wire, because, when an ordinary light is used, the 
impression upon the operator's retina, made by the bright flame, so 
obscures his vision that the wire grows cool before he can clearly see 
the point where the application is to be made. He hastens the heal- 
ing of the cauterized surface by occasional applications of carbolic 
acid, or by dusting it with iodoform. 

Cancer of the Cervix. — Whenever practicable, the whole cervix 

is removed by either the hot or the cold wire. If this cannot be done, 

he removes the malignant growth by scraping or by means of the 

goupe-force ps, and the surface is subseijuently charred with the thermo- 
3 
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cautery. This radical treatment is reinforced by subsequent applica- 
tions of the ethylate of sodium. In these operations upon the cervix, 
Dr. Goodell finds that injections of ordinary vinegar form an excellent 
means of controlling any embarrassing bleeding. By these means he 
has succeeded in curing several cases. 

Cystitis in the Female. — Transient cystitis, dependent upon 
obscure causes, is treated by rectal suppositories containing one grain 
each of the aqueous extract of opium and of the extract of belladon- 
na. Hysterical cases generally yield to "massage" and electricity. In 
obstinate cases. Dr. Goodell warmly advocates the dilatation of the, 
urethra throughout its whole extent by the introduction of the forefin- 
ger. In the therapeutical treatment of this troublesome disorder atro- 
pia is the most efficient remedy, and it may be combined with alkalies 
or acids, according to the condition of the urine. Injections of a two- 
grain solution of quinia into the bladder, together with large doses of 
the same by mouth, will often improve the condition of the patient. 
In very bad cases, perhaps the most efficient injection is one of the ni- 
trate of silver, beginning with weak solutions and increasing their 
strength daily until twenty grains to the ounce solutions are tolerated. 
These strong solutions should not be allowed to remain in the bladder 
longer than ten or fifteen seconds. All malpositions of the womb 
must, of course, be rectified, especially if they have any bearing on 
the disease. 

Ovariotomy. — In six cases of ovariotomy performed within the 
past nine months, with but one death, the following procedure was in- 
variably adopted : A five per cent, solution of carbolic acid was used 
in the spray, and all instruments and sponges were immersed in a so- 
lution of the same strength. The pedicle was treated by the intra- 
peritoneal method, being transfixed, tied, and dropped within the ab- 
dominal cavity. The peritoneum was invariably included in the 
stitches which closed the abdominal wound. All obstinate bleeding 
points were tied with gut ligature, but the pedicle itself was secured by 
fine carbolized silk. In three cases where the adhesions were nume- 
rous, the glass drainage-tube was employed. The dressing consisted 
merely of salicylated cotton held in the place by adhesive strips, the 
whole being secured by an elastic flannel binder. Dr. Goodell prefers 
the above dry application to Professor Lister's wet dressing. The after- 
treatment consisted in opium enough to allay pain, and in one table- 
spoonful of milk combined with lime-water given every three hours 
for the first forty-eight hours. As soon as flatulence escaped from the 
bowel the supply of food was increased. The patients were prepared 
for the operation by a soap-bath on the previous evening, and by the 
administration of one grain of opium at .bed-time. On the following 
morning one grain of opium and ten grains of quinia were given. Dr. 
Goodell always operated at eleven o'clock in the morning, as being the 
time when the vital forces are at th ir best. When high temperature 
ensued, it was reduced by the application of an ice-cap, which was 
found to be an efficient means of lowering bodily heat. 

Puerperal Fever is invariably treated by intra-uterine injections 
of a warm two per cent, solution of carbolic acid. Ten-grain doses of 
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quinia are given every four hours until marked cinchonism is pro- 
duced. Morphia is administered in doses sufficiendy large and as 
frequently necessary to relieve pain. The whole surface of the abdo- 
men is painted with the compound tincture of iodine, and covered 
with a large mush-poultice. If it is deemed necessary to open the 
bowels, large doses of calomel are used. 

Gathered Breasts. — When an abscess forms in the mammary 
glands, an early incision is practiced. If the pus lies deep or is lodged 
behind the gland, a cutaneous incision is first made, a grooved direc- 
tor is then pushed into the abscess, and the opening is enlarged by the 
uterine dilator. The breast is then tightly strapped with adhesive plas- 
ter, and treated by a dry compress of oakum. Should the abscess 
show symptoms of becoming chronic, its walls are overdistended by an 
injection of a three per cent, solution of carbolic acid. This over- 
stretching is practiced so that the acid may reach everv nook and 
cranny of the purulent cavity. 

The Treatment of the Funis. — As soon as the child cries lus- 
tily the cord is cut, and, the umbilical portion being firmly held by 
the thumb and forefinger, the free end is '^stripped" of Wharton's 
jelly and of any blood that may remain in it. Any blisters of Whar- 
ton's jelly which still remain are emptied by this process of **strip- 
ping," are nicked, and their contents squeezed out. After the removal 
of the pressure of the thumb and forefinger, all bleeding usually ceases, 
and then the cord is tied. No subsequent dressing is thereafter used, 
for the cord rapidly dries without smell and drops off without leaving 
a sore behind. 

Notes on Congenital Syphilis. — Congenital syphilis appears 
•either before or after birth. The labor is usually premature, and the 
first symptoms of the disease is the hoarse cry to which the child gives 
utterance. The bullae soon show themselves. The disease in utero 
takes the form of placentitis, the exudation presses the blood out of the 
small capillaries, and so gradually starves the product of conception ; 
or there miy be a gummy tumor or fatty degeneration of the placenta, 
so causing premature labor. In some cases the labor is precipitated by 
a theroma of the cord. 

He explains the hoarse cry, above referred to, by the presence of 
syphilitic ulcers on the mucous membrane of the child's throat and 
air-tubes. Such children are always puny and sickly-looking. The 
bullae appear in the course of a few hours after birth, and are first visi- 
ble on either the scrotum, hands, or feet. 

If the disease is not already in existence at birth, it usually begins 
sometime between the second we^k and third month after birth. The 
chili cries a great deal at night. This cry, which is occasioned by the 
incipient bone disease, is muffled and hoarse. Another symptom is 
the snuffles : the child's nose is all stopped up, and then a scalding 
coryza comes on. Then the child grows wizened and thin, and its 
skin lies in rolls and wrinkles. The so-called copper maculae appear, 
or the complexion gradually assumes a cofTee-and-milk hue. Then 
the eruption comes out all over the body and stamps the case indispu- 
tably as one of syphilis. 
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Fissure of the Rectum. — Dr. Goodell treats fissures in two- 
ways, viz.: first, by cutting through the adjacent muscular fibres; and, 
second, by overstretching the sphincter ani muscle. He much prefers 
the second method. To do this he inserts his two thumbs into the 
rectum, and pulls them apart until the sphincter begins to yield or he 
feels the rami of the ischia on each side. To do this requires the ex- 
ercise of considerable force. 

Habitual Constipation. — The following prescription is a very 
favorite one with Dr. Goodell : 

B Ext. colocynth. comp gr. ij. 

Pulv. rhei gr. j. 

Ext. belladonna gr. }. 

Ext. hyoBcyami gr. 8S. 

M. Divide in pil. No. i. 

S. To be taken at bed-time. 

In some cases 1-16 of a grain of strychnia is added with profit to 
the foregoing. In most cases **massage" is employed with the very 
best results. 

Perimetritis. — Dr. Goodell has the patient put to bed, and kept 
([uiet. Flying blisters are then applied locally over the abdomen. A 
series of these blisters are used. Together with this local treatment 
1-24 of a grain of the bichloride of mercury, with ten grains of the 
muriate of ammonia, is given thrice daily in the mist. glycyrrhiza& 
comp. 

The following mixture is also used : 

B Hydrarg. chlo. corros gr. j. 

Liq. chlo. arsenltis f ^ ss, 

Mist, ferri chlo., 

Acid muriat dil aa f 3 iJ. 

Syrupi f 5 iij. 

Aquae q. s. ad f ^ vj. 

M. 

S. One tablespoonful after each meal. 

The Diagnosis of Ovarian Cyst. — Dr. Goodell distinguishes 
ovarian cyst from dropsy in the following manner : In a case of ascites 
the abdomen, when the patient is placed on iher back, is flat on top, 
and bulges out at the side. In ovarian cyst the very opposite is true. 
In ascites the intestines float up to ths top, and resonance is elicited 
upon percussion. In ovarian cyst percussion gives only flatness. 

There is one certain way of settling the question of the existence or 
non-existence of ovarian cysts, and that is by means of the aspirator. 
The fluid of ascites is straw-colored and limpid; that of a monocyst is 
perfectly clear and limpid, like spring-water; that of a polycyst is 
thick, dark and turbid, from disintegrated red blood-corpuscles ; that 
of an oligocyst is usually of a milk-and-water or of a light brown color. 
The discovery of the Drysdale ovarian cells in an inspirated fluid is 
proof positive of its origin. 
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Miscellanea. — Dr. Goodell frequently employs the following : (i) 
A modification of Basham's mixture : 

R. Tinct. ferriehlor f ^ iij. 

Acid. acet. dil f ^ bs. 

Liq. ammon. acet f ^ iijss. 

Curacoffi 

Syrup aaf 5 j. 

Aquee q. 8. ad f j^ vlij. 

M. S. One tablespoonful after meals. 

-And : 

R. Tinct. ferri ohlor f 3 ij. 

Acid phos. dil f 3 iij. 

Spts. li Qionls f 3 J* 

Syrupi f 5 ijss. 

Aquee q. s. ad f J vj. 

"M. S. A tablespoonful after each meal. 



Speedy Cure of Nasal Polypi. — The painless method of re- 
moving nasal polypi, never before made public by the originator, is 
:an apology for taking a small space in your valuable journal. 

Mr. G. M , aet. 60, ten years ago applied to me for relief 

from a soft polypus in the left nostril. I proposed evulsion ; but not 
liking the proposition, he left, and I never heard of him until last 
May, when he returned with another polypus in the same nostril. I 
advised evulsion once more ; he declined it again, and desired me to 
cure him the same way as did Dr. G. Geccarini the first time (ten 
years ago). On inquiry, Dr. G. kindly answered : *^The medicine 
which I used for removing nasal polypi is four or five drops of pure 
acetic acid injected with an hypodermic syringe within the body of the 
polypus once only, very seldom twice ; the polypus generally drops off 
withm three or five days without discomfort or pain. Disinfecting 
lotion will correct the offensive odor." AVith this information, on the 
1 2th of August, in presence of my friend, Dr. J. L. Little, I injected 
the polypus with six drops of chemically pure acetic acid, and instant- 
ly we saw the discoloration of it from red to white. . Business prevent- 
ing him from returning, I could not observe the daily progress ; but 
when he called on December 2d, he had only a small portion of it yet 
-adhering to the middle turbinated bone, the other having dropped off 
the fourth day after the injection ; this remaining portion was injected 
with four drops of the same acid, and on the third day dropped off, 
leaving his nose clear, without sore or a vestige of it. Neither of the 
two operations were followed by any unpleasant symptoms, save a 
slight smarting from the pricking by the needle when the acid was in- 
jected. The offensive odor arising from the decaying mass was cor- 
rected by a weak carbolized wash. The long interval from the de- 
struction of the first, and t'le appearance of the second — ten years 
l)etween — precludes the possibility of this last being a portion of the 
-first, but a new one. — Dr. S. Caro in Medical Record. 
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Rhus Aromatica. — Enuresis, arising either from atony of the 
muscular, or irritation of nervous fibers, will be promptly met by the 
rhus aromatica. I have relieved many cases in which the patient was 
unable to restrain the urine to normal distension of the bladder, and 
others who were unable to prevent constant dribbling of the urine 
which rendered them filthy and disagreeable, not only to thtmselves 
but to those around them, virtually debarring them from society. And 
if there is a specific for that troublesome condition which we so often 
meet in children, that of **bed- wetting," we certainly have it in the 
rhus aromatica. Let one or two illustrations suffice. The mother of 
John D., aged five years, called January 3d, stating that two years pre- 
vious her little boy suffered from a severe attack of scarlet fever, and 
ever since he has been more or less unable to control his urine, and 
for the past few months he had little or no control over it at all; furth- 
er, that he would wet the bed two or three times during the night, and 
himself during the day. She further stated that she had tried several 
doctors, and almost every remedy that had been suggested to her, for 
the disagreeable malady, and all without permanent benefit. The 
case had now become almost alarming and she wanted * 'something 
done." I accordingly gave an ounce vial of the first dilution of rhus 
aromatica and ordered ten drops given three times a day, and to have 
him empty his bladder before retiring, and to get up immediately on 
feeling an inclination to urinate. Improvement was rapid ; at the ex- 
piration of six weeks the morning and noon doses were discontinued,, 
dose at night continued; at the end of three months I pronounced my 
patient cured. — Eclectic Medical Journal. 

Electricity in Amenorrhcea. — Electricity is applicable to the 
treatment of many cases of amenorrhoea. Dr. Golding-Bird expresses- 
his belief that it is the only direct emmenagogue we possess, and that 
it always excites menstruation where the uterus is capable of perform- 
ing that function. Electricity is especially valuable as an emmena- 
gogue in young women, where the menstrual function has not yet 
been fully established in consequence of a torpid state of the vaso- 
motor nerves of the ovaries and uterus ; and also when the catamenia 
have been suppressed after labor, or in consequence of a chill or emo- 
tion. Faradization of the womb has been practiced with ^ood results. 
Electricity may be applied also to those cases of defective mvolution of 
the uterus, in which this organ is enlarged and impotence the result. 
Galvanic pessaries have also been used with good results in such, 
cases. Dr. G. Murray succeeded by the introduction of the 
galvanic pessary in reducing in the course of the fortnight, the large 
and flabby uterus to its normal and healthy condition. — Ibid. 

Danger in the Use of Podophyllin. — A correspondent of the 
British Medical Journal describes four cases of injury resulting from, 
podophyllin, the dose taken being named in only one case, when one- 
fourth of a grain, taken night and morning, three times, caused col- 
icky pains and tenesmus for two days. It would be well to remem- 
ber, adds the writer, that when patients are bothered with their bow- 
els it is not the purgative effects of a medicine that are generally re- 
quired, but the alterative ; so that a half, or may be a qiiarter, grain oC 
calomel, or one-sixth of a grain of podophyllin, night and mornings 
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will frequently — indeed, almost invariably — produce more beneficial 
and lasting results than the larger doses. 

In a subsequent number of the same journal, Dr. Horace Dobell 
says: **A11 who have been accustomed to prescribe podophyllin in 
pills will agree as to the impossibility of preventing occasional disas- 
trous effects. But this is the fault of the form of administration, not 
of the drug. From a very long and extensive experience I can confi* 
dentiy say that no such accidents or inconveniences ever arise from 
podophyllin prescribed in the following form ; on the contrary, it is 
one of the most satisfactory and reliable of our medicines : 

B Podophylli '.%r. ij. 

Essen tise zingiberis 3; iJ. 

Spiritus vinl reot ad ^ ij. 

Fiat guttae. A teaspoonful to be taken in a wineglassful of water at 
bedtime every night, or every second, third, or fourth night, as re- 
quired. Numbers of medical men, to whom I have given this pre- 
scription within the last few years, tell me that they use it in their 
daily practice with the happiest results." — Boston Journal Medicine, 

Electricity in Impotence. — In regard to the mode of applying 
this agent, a word may be said. According to Benedict, we should 
place the copper pole of the constant battery over the lumbar verte- 
brae, and pass the zinc pole, forty or fifty times, in the direction of 
the spermatic cord \ then transversely over the different zones of the 
upper and lower surfaces of the thighs, and then, likewise, in the 
perineum. The sittings should last two or three minutes, about three 
times a fortnight. The copper pole should be applied by means of a 
catheter-shaped sound to the vicinity of the ejaculatory duct, and 
passes should be made with the zinc pole in the direction of the sper- 
matic cord, if there are any particularly insensitive places. Benedict 
uses Faraday's galvanic brush ; and if the testicles are peculiarly in- 
sensible, he passes a strong current through them. The sittings should 
take place every day, and should be continued for some time, as im- 
provement does not take place for months in some cases. 

Schultz, in Vienna, has, for a long time, used the induced current 
for pollutions and impotence. Under this treatment, the success was 
very poor, but he claims that it is greater since he has commenced 
using the constant current. He places the positive pole over the fifth 
dorsal vertebrae ; the negative over the sacrum, or on the perinuem. 
The sitting should last from one to three minutes, to be repeated three 
or fonr times a week. Schultz employs a battery with twenty or 
thirty Stohrer elements of medium size. — Dr. Caldwell in Obstetric 
Gazette, 

Intra-Uterine Medication. — In a paper read by Dr. James P. 
White, of Buffalo, New York, before the American Gynecological So- 
ciety, on the subject of intra-uterine medication, he passed over patho- 
logical conditions and the therapeutics of those conditions, and sim- 
ply gave some hints regarding the means which had been found availa- 
ble in the proper application of remedies to the mucous membrane of 
the neck and body of the uterus. Although intra-uterine injections 
were advisable by some, they were rarely resorted to by the experi- 
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enced practitioner. He spoke of the necessity of enlarging the cervi- 
cal canal before resorting lo this method of treatment. He recom- 
mended shallow incisions into the mucous membrane of the neck of 
the uterus, to facilitate in certain cases the introduction of sponge- 
tents. If properly made, no harm followed the incisions. After re- 
moving the catarrhal discharge from the cervix, he very commonly 
used the following as a local application : 

B Iodine ^j. 

Todide of potassium ,^ ss. 

Tannin 3 i. 

Glycerine q. s. to dissolve. 

M. 

Dr. White then exhibited several instruments to be used in carry- 
ing out intra-uterine medication. — Obstetric Gazette, 

Plugging the Cervix Uteri for Metrorrhagia. — At a late 
meeting of the Obstetrical Society of Paris, a discussion on the treat- 
ment of metrorrhagia was introduced, and among the various manipu- 
lative measures that were referred to, preference was given to plugging 
the cavity . of the neck of the womb, • which had' several advantages 
over plugging the vagina in such cases. It stopped the blood more 
effectually, the patients bore it better, and there was less chance of 
putrid absorption. Each speaker recommended his own plan, but 
that adopted by M. Panas seems to. me the best. It consists of intro- 
ducing into the cavity of the uterine neck a pledget of cotton wool, 
rolled up to about the thickness of a goose-quill, and steeped in a so- 
lution of the perchloride of iron of the Cordex, to which is added 
one part of water, to prevent its caustic effects. This being done, he 
introduces a ball of cotton wool and places it in the posterior cul-de- 
sac of the vagina, where it not only forms a support to the uterine 
plug, but it absorbs any liquid that may escape through it, and thus 
protects part of the vagina (which is covered with the peritoneum) 
from the corroding effects of the perchloride of iron and the acrid dis- 
charges from the womb. — Medical and Surgical Reporter. 

The Liquor Amnii. — According to Dr. H. Fehling, the liquor 
amnii about a mature child amounts to one-half to three-quarters liter, 
and it increases in the last 4 — 6 weeks of pregnancy 200 — 250 grammes. 

The development of the fetus and the quantity of the liquor amnii 
stand in no demonstrable relation, as little does the sex of the fetus, 
on the other hand, length and torsion of the umbilical cord exercises a 
certain influence upon the quantity of the liquor amnii. With an 
increase of the spirals of the cord there is an increase in the quantity 
of the waters, as there is also in deep insertion of the cord into the 
placenta in consequence of increased pressure of the waters. 

That urine is mixed with the liquor aninii seems from Gusserom's 
investigations beyond doubt. The fetus urinates regularly and this 
urine is a chief constituent of the liquor amnii. To ascertain how 
much the fetus urinates in a given time, Fehling endeavored to discov- 
er how much foreign matter entered the liquor amnii. For this pur- 
pose he administered to pregnant women daily doses of salicylate of 
soda and ferro-cyanide of potash. As the conditions for exact date 
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are difficult of attainment, but a few experiments could be made. In 
three experiments with salicylic acid, one was negative, one showed 
that 40 grammes of urine was mixed with one liter of liquor amnii in 
twenty -six days, and the third that about 65 cubic centimetres of urine 
was emptied into 655 cubic centimetres liquor amnii. In seventeen 
-experiments with the ferro-cyanide of potash this agent could be de- 
monstrated in the liquor amnii but three times. But it must not be 
forgotten that these materials foreign to the circulation could reach the 
liquor amnii through other avenues than the kidneys, ' as through the 
skin, cords, envelopes, etc. Fehling shows indeed that exosmosis ex- 
ists in the cord, but his experiments are not yet couclusive. That the 
infantile kidney does not act like that of the adult, is shown by a se- 
ries of experiments. The kidneys of the mother do not excrete the 
salicylate of soda half as fast as those of the child. — CentralblcUt f. d. 
Med, Wisenschaft, August 19, 1879. 

Acute Nephritis. — ^J. H., aet. 29. Three weeks ago, after ex- 
posure to cold, was taken with rigor, followed by fever, pain in region 
•of kidneys, and violent emesis. Had constant desire to urinate ; able 
to pass but few drops at a time. At present, face and limbs greatly 
swollen (oedematous) ; urine small in quantity, light in color ; sp. gr. 
1009, by heat and acid coagulates one-half; contains epithelium from 
tubes and passages, and epithelial and bloody castF. Lungs oedema- 
tous. At 7 in the evening, was given 15 minims fld. ext. jamborandi; 
at 8 in the evening, a second dose ; soon after perspired freely, and 
saliva escaped continuously. Following day, better; jamborandi re- 
peated in the evening, with dry cups over kidneys and lungs; third 
-day, the same ; fourth day, oedema disappeared ; stopped jamborandi. 
Sixth and seventh days, slight oedema ; jamborandi repeated in fifteen 
and sixty minim doses, but no perspiration produced — only salivation. 
Urine, sp. gr. 1012 ; albumen, one-fourth. Ordered mixture of tr. 
digital, Potcit., and Buchu. Four days after, discharged; entirely 
recovered. — Medical and Surgical Repot ter. 

Itijections of Water in Dysentery. — Dr. Shaw (St. Louis 
Medical Journal) reports a case of dysentery thus : Three hours 
after the preceding visit, we saw her again, and concluded to desist 
from-any further use of opium, to introduce the largest possible quan- 
tity of warm water, slightly tinctured with common salt, into the 
bowel with common salt three and a half quarts were injected at the 
third trial), and give beef essence and whisky by the mouth. In 
seven or eight hours the tenesmus and tormina had almost entirely 
ceased. 

After twenty-four hours of this treatment the temperature of the in- 
jections was gradually reduced, until in eighteen hours more, the wa- 
ter as it flowed from the hydrant was used. These cold water enemas 
were continued until the nth, when an interval of four hours be- 
tween injections was ordered, and the salt was omitted. 

By this time the character of the stools had so changed that they 
were no longer dysenteric, but diarrhoeal ; the tenderness so particu- 
ly marked in the region of the ilio-caecal valve and all along the 
course of the colon, had entirely disappeared, and the appetite was 
craving. 
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On the 1 6th, the lady was able to sit in a chair for an hour, with- 
out any great sense of fatigue. The enemas having been omitted 
during the night, the faeces passed the next morning were shaped, and 
quite natural in color. 

From this time to the 21st, iujectibns were made every twenty-six 
hours during the day, and omitted at night. On the 21st, the ene- 
mas were discotinuued. About one week subsequently, after a rather 
free indulgence in appks and plums, there was a return of dysenteric 
stools, but they were rendered diarrhoeal in twelve hours, by enemas 
of cold water, repeated every two hours. Under their continuance 
this relapse was completely relieved in thirty-six hours. 

Treatment of Dysentery by Injections of a Solution of 
Chloral. — In the case of a child of eleven, who suffered with thirst, 
pain, tenesmus, and had twenty-five to thirty dejections in twenty-four 
hours, 5 gr. of chloral hydrate in 2 oz. of starch gruel were thrown 
up the bowels with considerable force, from a hard rubber syringe. 
The injection remained three hours, during which time the child 
slept. Many of the other symptoms were modified, and the injection 
was repeated, remaining seven hours, and then came away with some 
foecal matter, but without tenesmus. Four enen^s were given, in all, 
and treatment was discontinued in forty-eight hours. It was also tried 
in the case of a lady, aged twenty-five, using ten grains instead of 
five, and securing complete repose for eight hours, although she had 
previously had twenty to thirty movements in twenty-four consecutive 
hours. In conclusion : * *The number of aggravated cases of dysen- 
tery we have treated with chloral hydrate warrants us in the assertion 
that, if early and prompdy used, it is almost a specific. — Dr. Newell^ 
in the Medical Times. 

Atropia in Croup. — The sulphate of atropia is a one per cent- 
solution, and has been used with success in the treatment of a case of 
croup which threatened a fatal termination. Dr. De Poutenes, of An- 
tibes, reports in L Union Medicale, that in the third day of the attack, 
death seemed inevitable, medication having failed of benefit ; the epi- 
gastrium was retracted, the face and neck swollen and purple \ three, 
drops of the solution was injected on the left side of the neck, on a. 
level with the pneumogastric ; although there was in a few minutes 
improvement, in four hours the dose was repeated, amelioration was- 
decided, and in a few days recovery was complete. The suggestion is 
a valuable one, in such cases as are threatening suffocation from other 
causes than exudation, and which ars accompanied by congestion and 
oedema, resulting perhaps from, or associated with, more or less pa- 
ralysis of the pneumogastric, to which nerve, belladonna is a special, 
excitant. — American Journal Medical Science, and Dublin /oumcU Medi- 
cal Science, January, 1879. 

Moral Dietetics. — Dr. Bock, of Leipzig, writes as follows on. 
the moral effect of different articles of food : 

The nervousness and peevishness of our times are chiefly attributa- 
ble to tea and coffee ; the digestive organs of confirmed coffee drink- 
ers are in a state of chronic derangement, which reacts on the brain, 
producing fretful and lachrymose moods. Fine ladies addicted to 
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strong coffee have a characteristic temper, which I might describe as 
a mania for acting the persecuted saint. Chocolate is neutral in its. 
psychic effects, and is really the most harmless of our fashionable 
drinks. The snappish, petulant humor of the Chinese can certainly 
be ascribed to their immodest fondness for tea. Beer is brutalizing,, 
wine impassions, whisky infuriates, but eventually unmans. Alco- 
holic drinks, combined with a flesh and fat diet, totally subjugate the 
moral man, unless their influence be counteracted by violent exercise. 
But with sedentary habits, they produce those unhappy flesh sponges- 
which may be studied in metropolitan bachelor halls, but better yet,, 
in wealthy convents. The soul that may still linger in a fat Austrian 
is about as functional to his body as salt is to pork — to prevent im- 
minent putrefaction. — Ctn, Clinic and Lancet, 

Notes from Practice. — The following notes may be useful to- 
practitioners : 

1. A drop of glycerine allowed to fall into the hypodermic syringe 
will keep the piston moist for an indefinite time, and prevent the an- 
noying delay which the physician is apt to experience when he wishes- 
to use his hypodermic syringe after a few days' rest. 

2. The tin bellows which is manufactured for the purpose of blow- 
ing the poison into the holes where roaches may be lurking, forms a 
more convenient, and surely safer, method of applying sulphur local- 
ly to the throat in diphtheria than a quill, as has been recommended. 

3. Many physicians wish to preserve permanently the tracings made 
on the glass by the sphygmograph. The following method is, I be- 
lieve, original: 

Make a strong solution of the ferrocyanide of potassium, (the red, 
not yellow, prussiate of potash). Paint this solution over some sheets 
of writing paper, allow the paper to dry in the dark, and keep them se- 
cluded from the light. When it is required to make a copy of the 
tracings, cut a piece of the paper of an appropriate size, and having 
laid the glass upon it, face downward, expose it for som^ hours to the- 
sunlight. Then remove the paper, and wash it in clean water. The 
sphygmographic curve will be found permanently printed in blue. — 
Dr. Kelly y in Medical and Surgical ReporUr. 

A Case of Amenorrhcea. — ^The Medical Press and Circular 
gives the following case from the clinic^of Dr. Lyster, of Liverpool r 

C Q., aged twenty-two, came under my notice suffering from great 
pain over the left eye and temple, loss of appetite and debility. 

History, — ^The catamenia commenced at the age of thirteen, and' 
were regular till twelve months ago, when they ceased. Every kind! 
of medical treatment was tried, without avail, while the patient was- 
suffering great pain, and becoming thin and anaemic. 

On examination per vaginam, the cervix uteri was found thickened, 
elongated, and very tender to the touch, and from the os uteri was 
hanging a thick, gelatinous secretion. As a primary measure the cer- 
vix was punctured and relieved of a few ounces of blood, and a glyce- 
rine pad placed against the os uteri. Relief was obtained, but 
the pain and discomfort returning, it was thought advisable to dilate 
the cervix with sea-tangle, and cauterize the interior of the uterus with 
carbolic acid. Glycerine pads applied to the uterus till the sloughs. 
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separated. The pains ceased, the appetite returned, and the patient 
was discharged from the hospital; but the catamenia not returning, the 
patient again applied for admission. A galvanic pessary was intro- 
duced, which brought on the catamenia in a week : menstruration was 
again deficient, but the introduction of the galvanic pessary was again 
sufficient to produce them, and since then the patient has been in good 
health and menstruates freely. — Medical Rcpofier. 

Narcotism from Nutmeg. — Mrs. N., aged thirty-eight, mother 
of four children, was confined on Sabbath morning, June 29, 1879, ^^ 
nine o'clock. The child was a girl, and the largest I ever saw ; weight 
fourteen and one half pounds. Labor natural and easy ; had a spasm 
after the last pain; the spasm was hysterical. On the 30th the "old 
woman " persuaded her to take nutmeg tea. One and a half nutmegs 
were used in making the tea, and she drank it during the day. About 
10 p. m. she began to get drowsy. By four o'clock next morning she 
was in a profound stupor. At ten a. m. the narcotic effects of the 
nutmeg began to die out, and by four p. m. she had pretty well re- 
'covered. The symptoms were about the same as those, produced by 
-opium, and the remedies were the same. I mention this case for the 
reason that nutmegs are in such general use as i condiment that we 
tna}^ lose sight of their dangerous narcotic tendencies. In twenty-one 
years' practice I have never seen such a case before, and if I had 
• ever known that the nutmeg possessed such properties it had complete- 
ly escaped my memory, and for fear that some of our numerous profes- 
sional brethren may be in a like condition, I have deemed it proper to 
mention this case. — Dr, H. Barry in St. Louis Clinical Record, 

Sanitas, the Ne^v Disinfectant. — We have given this new 
"disinfectant a sufficiendy extensive trial to be satisfied that it possesses 
great merits, and is worthy of a place beside the most popular disin- 
fecting agents now in use. Granting that its disinfecting powers are 
-equal to those of other preparations, it has the great advantage of a 
|}leasant odor, of not being a poison, and of not injuring clothing, fur- 
niture, etc. , with which it is brought in contact. There is no secret 
about its manufacture. Russian turpentine and water are placed in 
huge earthenware jars, surrounded by hot water. Air is driven 
through the mixture in the jars continually for three hundred hours, 
the result being a decomposition of the turpentine, and the formation 
of a watery solution of the substance, to which Dr. Kingsett, the dis- 
cover, has given the name of ** Sanit^s." After evaporation, the sub- 
stance, as sold in tin cans, is a light brown powder, of a pleasant taste 
and odor, anjd capable in a very remarkable degree of preventing or 
arresting putrefactive changes. It has been in use for some time in 
England, and is now being introduced here. — Neui York Medical 
JoumaL 

Boldo acts as a stimulant to digestion, and exerts a marked influ- 
ence on the liver ; this property residing in both the leaves and young 
stems. A flock of sheep ate the boldo twigs, causing them to pass 
large quantities of the ** liver fluke," or gourd worm, which produced 
the so-called liver disease. Hence the discovery of their medicinal 
. qualities. — Neiv Remedies. 
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Singular Conflict of Opinion. — A writer in an Eastern jour- 
nal says: **A prolific source of puerperal fever, in my opinion, is the 
administration of opiates for the relief of after-pains." Many ob- 
stetricians regard opiates in the opposite light. The present writer has 
employed them in labor almost invariably for many years, for the pur- 
pose of mitigating pain and relaxing the os uteri, the indication being 
the same as that leading to the use of chloroform. Thus exhibited 
they not only expedite deHvery, but prevent^after-pains. And so far 
from inducing puerperal fever, long experience has established the 
conviction that this treatment protects the patient from it. We 
have never hesitated to give opiates, mostly in combination with cam- 
phor, for the relief of after-pains. We know a number of others who-- 
pursue the same course with the same favorable results. There is no- 
point in obstetric practice more firmly establi.shed in our mind thaii 
that opiates during labor, and subsequently if necessary, are a safe- 
guard against puerperal fever. — Eclectic Medical JournuL 

Rag Weed as a Remedy for Rhus Poisoning. — J. A. Za- 

briskie writes to New Remedies as follows : Having read your valua- 
ble journal for nearly two years, I have at various times seen articles 
relating to the value of different drugs in their action on the poison of 
Rhus, and, among others, that of Grindelia robusta, which is claimed, 
especially on the Pacific coast, to be a specific. I would like to add 
one more to the list, which I consider equally as efficacious, and it has^ 
the advantage of being always obtainable. 

The one I mean is Ambrosia artemisioefolia, or rag weed. The 
mode of applying it is this : Take the fresh leaves, any convenient 
quantity, bruise them, and apply the juice that exudes from them to- 
the surface of the parts affected with the poison, rubbing until the 
skin is discolored, when almost instant relief will be felt. — Medical 
Summary. 

Infusion of Buckeye as a Remedy for Chronic Rheuma- 
tism. — Dr. W. S. Drake had an inveterate case of chronic rheuma- 
tism cured by the patient bathing in an infusion of buckeye (esculus- 
hippocastonum). The patient had not walked for nearly two years,, 
and had gone through the whole routine of rheumatic remedies. 
While treating a horse with infusion of buckeye, he found the swell- 
ing rapidly disappeared from his hands. He then applied it to other 
joints, and received the same benefits. — St. Ij>tiis Medical and St/r^i- 
cal Jonrnal. 

Ice Cream and Beef Juice. — As an excellent dietary article., 
this is praised by Dr. J. J. Tucker, in the Chicago Journal. His for- 
mula is : R. Cream, 1 20 grams ; sugar, 30 grams ; extract of vanilla, 
8 grams ; beef juice, 8 grams. Any confectioner can make it, or it 
may be readily prepared at home with a freezer. Its uses are obvious,. 
Hospital Gazette. 

Membranous Dysmenorrhoea. — Dr. Barker, in Gynecological 
Society, relates three cases of membranous dysmenorrhoea, which he 
has cured by means of intra-uterine applications of iodoform in the 
form of cones. First dilate the cervix, then introduce cones, one oi>. 
every other day. He showed a syringe to be used as an applicator. 
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The First Insensibility from Ether. — For the short operations 
of minor surgery, and the reductions of dislocations, or opening of 
abscesses, it is extremely useful and of every-day application. Such a 
patient wishes to be operated upon wtthout pain, or from being inca- 
pacitated from attending to business during the remainder of the day. 
He lies down upon the sofa, and with one hand places the ether in- 
haler, on a sponge wet with ether, over his face, mouth and nose, and 
holds the other arm and hand up in the air. 

This arm, after the ether has been breathed for a few minutes, will 
drop, and from thirty to fifty seconds of unconsciousnoss will be had, 
in which to operate. The sponge being removed, the patient is ready 
to go about his business. It gives rise to no headache, nausea, or 
other unpleasant symptoms, and is particularly useful in children. The 
chief source of disappointment is in not recognizing the right moment, 
for if this is allowed to pass, unconsciousness will not occur until full 
etherization. The first insensibility is sure to come. When the arm 
moves, be ready, and as soon as it drops perform the operation ; no 
pain will be felt. — Medical limes. 

Eucalyptus in Bronchitis. — Dr. Bell says: **The eucalyptus 
globulus has remarkable anti-catarrhal virtues. The only preparation 
which I have used has been the tincture prepared by several of our 
most eminent druggists in Edinburgh, and I have seldom prescribed 
more than a teaspoonful mixed with a wineglassful of water twice a 
day. In several cases of bronchitis, with profuse expectoration, I 
have witnessed remarkable benefit after a very brief use of the reme- 
dy, evinced by a rapid diminution of the discharge, and also by a 
corresponding improvement in the general condition of the patient." 
— Druggists' Circular. 

Kolpoecpetasis Versus Kolpokleisis, as Illustrated in a 
Case of Artesia of the Vagina with Recto-Utero-Vaginal 
Fistule. — The above is the title of a paper presented by Dr. Nathan 
Bozeman, of New York, which would have been read had the time 
permitted. He used the word kolopoecpetasis (to stretch the vagina) 
in contradistinction to the word kolpokleisis (to close the vagina). The 
case reported illustrated the meaning of both terms. 

[We copy this to protest against the coining of so many jaw-break- 
ing technicalities. The above strikes us as exceedingly far-fetched and 
unnecessary. — Ed.] 

A Gargle of great service in commencing angina, and in] all 
chronic irritations of the throat, is prepared with carbolic acid and tan- 
nin, of each fifteen parts, alcohol sixty parts, distilled water one hun- 
dred and twenty parts. A teaspoonful in half a glass of water. Use 
once, or oftener, daily. 

In the vomiting of pregnancy pure carbolic acid when applied to the 
cervix uteri is just as efficacious as stronger caustics, and is better for 
the organ in question. — Boston Mediccd and Surgical Journal, 
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SOIENTIFIO ITEMS. 

A Curious Telephonic Phenomenon. — Dr. C. E. Chase, of 

Montezuma, Cayuga county, New York, sends us the following note : 
I wish to call attention to a phenomenon in regard to transmission of 
sound by telephone that I have never yet seen brought to notice. In 
January, 1878, myself, another gentleman, and the operator were in 
the office of the Western Union, at this place, between nine and ten 
in the evening, when our attention was drawn by hearing singing, 
which seemed, although at a distance, to be sweet and distinct. Step- 
ping out of the office to listen to the music, we found it to cease sud- 
denly, but on returning into the office it was resumed. On investiga- 
tion we found the sounds proceeded from the relay connected with the 
wire. We distinctly heard ** Sweet Home," several familiar operatic 
airs, ** Put me in my little bed,," etc. We found, on looking the 
matter up, that our singer was in Syracuse, a distance of some thirty 
miles away, and that Syracuse and Rochester were united by tele- 
•phone. 

The point is, we caught the sounds, without a telephone, at a dis- 
tance of some thirty miles, with no other instruments except such as 
are ordinarily used in the offices of the Western Union. This relay is 
one of their new ones of 156 ohms. It stands upon a desk about five 
feet long, two and a half feet wide, and eight inches deep, used for 
"keeping papers, etc. This would help to prolong and intensify the 
sound. I fully understand the construction of the ordinary telephone, 
and can readily understand its action through acoustic principles, but 
here is a phenomenon, which, if understood, is not so easily ex- 
plained. I do not know the kind of telephone used in this case, but 
could probably ascertain, as I have the name of the operator at the 
Syracuse end of the line. If you can explain thi^i matter, or if any 
of our readers know of a like occurrence, I should be glad to hear 
from them. — -Journal of Chemistry. 

Indestructibility of Matter. — A glass tube two centimetres 
wide and fifteen long is closed at one end like a test tube, but drawn 
out at the other. In it is put two centigrams of freshly ignited char- 
coal. It is now filled with dry oxygen, and sealed and weighed. By 
heating it gently on the rounded end the charcoal takes fire, and may, 
with care, be entirely burned without breakmg the tube. When the 
charcoal has wholly vanished it is weighed again, and of course, no 
change of weight is noticed. — Ibid, 

Diffusion of Gases. — To show how slowly one gas diffiises into 
another gas, Von Than takes a tall and narrow glass cylinder, and at- 
taches to the bottom inside a long strip of white filter paper which has 
been saturated with lead acetate. The clyinder is inverted over a hol- 
low stopper, or other vessel containing a few drops of sulphydric acid 
solution. The lower end of the paper is not blackened for ten min- 
utes or more, and the blackening proceeds but slowly towards the other 
end. Iodide of starch paper and chlorine water may also be em- 
ployed. — Ibid, 
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Diffusion of Gases through Collodion Membrane. — A 

piece of collodion balloon is fastened over the top of a funnel, which 
is then inverted and connected by a bent glass tube with a V-tube, into 
the bend of which is melted a piece of platinum wire. A little mer- 
cury is poured into the V-tube, and a second wire is arranged so as al- 
most to touch the surface of the mercury. On connecting these wires 
with two poles of a battery, no current will pass. The inverted fun- 
nel is now brought into a vessel of carbonic acid, when this gas slowly 
diffuses into the funnel through the collodion membrane. In five or 
ten minutes the pressure on the collodion will have raised it sufficient- 
ly to close the circuit, which can be made to ring an electric bell, or 
announce itself by heating a fine platinum wire. — Ilfid. 

Valuable if True. — The following clipping is going the rounds of 
the press, and if the statements made are true, it contains information 
which will be appreciated by the female sex at least : 

There are many of our brilliant flowers — such as dahlias, pansies, 
pinks, geraniums, sweet Williams, carnations, gladiolus — which may 
be preserved so as to retain their color for years. White flowers will 
not answer for this purpose, nor any succulent plant, as hyacinth or 
cactus. Take deep dishes, or those of sufficient depth to allow the 
flowers to be covered an inch deep with sand. Get the common 
white sand, such as is used for scouring purposes, cover the bottom of 
the dish with a layer half an inch deep, then lay in the flowers, their 
stems downwards, holding them firmly in place while you sprinkle 
more sand over them, until all places between the petals are filled, and 
the flowers buried out of sight. A broad dish will accommodate quite 
a number. Allow sufficient sand between them. Set the dish in a 
dry, warm place, where they will dry gradually ; and at the end of the 
week pour off" the sand and examine them. If there is any moisture 
in the sand, it must be dried out again before using ; or fresh sand may 
be poured over again, the same as before. Some flowers will require 
weeks to dry, while others will become sufficiently dry to put away in a 
week or ten days. By this simple process flowers, ferns, etc., are pre- 
served in their proper color, which is far better than to press them in 
books. When arranged in groups or mounted on cards or in little 
straw baskets, they may be placed in frames under glass. — Ex, 

Division of Labor among Ants. — One of the chief peculiari- 
ties of the ants is their social relations. Assembling in countless mul- 
titudes, they are divided into different classes, each with a special or- 
der of duties to fulfill, but all working harmoniously for a definite end 
— the perpetuation of the species. Their communities consist of 
males, females, and neuters ; with generally two and sometimes three 
distinct orders or castes of the latter, llpon them devolves all the 
labor, the divisions being known as the worker-minors and the worker- 
majors, the brunt of the work falling upon the first, while the func- 
tion of the worker-major, though not definitely understood, seems to 
he that of a superintendent or a soldier, or perhaps a combination of 
the two. — E. R. Kdand, in Popular ScUnce Monthly for July, 
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PEAOTIOAL NOTES AND FOEMUL^. 



Dysmenorrhoea. — A writer in Medical Brief says : 
**My daughter has been accustomed to suffer a little when it was 
time for her courses to appear, but when it did appear was always very 
scant, and she would always bleed at the nose." 

So we see when the nisus hemorrha^icus should relieve the hyperae- 
mia of the reproductive tissues epistaxis would set in and relieve the 
system in a way that was not conducive to health. This state of affairs 
had been going on for several years, until the catamenia and epistaxis 
failed to show themselves and resulted in the mother sending after me. 
I ordered turpentine stupes to be used and administered : 

B Camphor 10 grains. 

Dover's powders 10 grains. 

Ext hyoseyamuB 10 grainH. 

Mix. and ft. pill 10. 

Dose, two every two hours. 

Now, to relieve her from her condition, I ordered viburnum 
prunifolium, one drachm three times a day. She is now well and 
healthy. 

Chronic Rheumatism. — Dr. Ellingwood, in Brief, says : I give 
the following as the treatment from which I have obtained the best 
results in chronic rheumatism : 

B . Macrotin 40 grains. 

Pulv. guaiaeum 1 drachm. 

M. Fill capsules No. XII. 8ig.: Take 1 capsule every 4 hours. 

In addition to the above, and, in my opinion, the most important of 
all measures where its use is practicable, pass a strong electric current 
through the i)art, for at least an hour, every day or two. I have used 
the **alkaline course" usually prescribed, and in fact the large propor- 
tion of the one hundred and one agents mentioned in the National 
Dispensatory, as useful in such cases, and have met with the best sue* 
cess with the course prescribed. 

ChurchiU's Tinct. of Iodine. — Prof. Parvin recently reports the 
formula for Churchill's tincture, and which we remember some time 
since he pronounced the most universally applicable of all topical ap- 
plications in the treatment of uterine disorders. 

B* Iodine SUss. 

lodid potass gij. 

Spt. rectiflcat f. gxii. 

Aloohol ,^ iv. 

This is the formula as given in Churchill's last edition of his work 
on Diseases of Women. 

Goorl Formula for Administering Podophyllin. — R. Po- 

dophyllin, gr. ij; essential zingiberis, ^ij; spts. vini rectif, ^ij- Fiat 
guttae. A teaspoonful to a wineglass full of water every night or sec- 
ond night, as required. — Medical Summary, 

3 




4?4 SguTtiERN Medical kECofeD* 

Treatment of Dropsy. — I would say that, as a diuretic in drop- 
sical cases, generally, the following is, incomparably, the best I have 
tried during a practice of nearly thirty years : 

R . Potassii bromidl 

Potasaii acetatis aa % j 

Potaasii iodidi 

Pulv, potassii chloratis 

Pulv. potassii bicarbonatis aa 

Tr. digitalis purpu f 

Alcoholis f 

Aquae q. s. 

Shake to saturation. 

Big.— Coch. mag., ter die. 

The medicine should be taken before eating, in water, flaxseed or 
watermelon seed tea. Give the above combination a trial before re- 
sorting to elaterium or paracentesis. Once upon a time, and while in- 
dulging in a random search for something with which to * *hit the nail 
on the head," I determined to aggregate the forces of the above array. 
I was most agreeably disappointed, and in every case since the result 
has been truly pleasing. In no instance has the effusion refused to 
disappear or to greatly decrease, promptly and rapidly, on first trial, 
usually in three or four days, and in one case in twenty-four hours. 
Under some conditions, a longer time will, of course, be demanded. 
In two cases, perhaps, where it became necessary to recur for a sec- 
ond or third time to the use of the remedy, the effect was not so grati- 
fying. 

In conclusion, I will add, that while I do not give the prescription 
as curative, per se, in any considerable number of cases, I hesitate 
not to express my anxiety to have the others test its virtues, believing 
that it will, as a basilar factor, be found most satisfactorily potential. — 
Dr. Twitty, in Mtd, aud Surg, Reporter. 

Post Nasal Catarrh. — Dr. Spicer, in Medical Brief, says : Hav- 
ing had some experience in the above disease, and knowing it to be 
very rebellious to all remedial agents, I have had better success with 
the following : 

B • Potassii iodidi 2 drachms. 

Syrup sarsaparilla 3 ounces. 

M. Sig.: Teaspoonful three times per day before each meal. 

Have the patient to snuif up the nose twice daily a teaspoonful of 
the following formula: 

B . Ol. sassafras 2 drachms. 

Glycerine 4 ounces. 

Sycosis. — In the beginning of sycosis, when there is mainly the 
deep-seated burning or tingling, with possibly a few scattered postules, 
and some tenderness when the hairs are seized and pushed in verti- 
cally, a cooling treatment may be of service, and quite an amount of 
relief is obtained by the following lotion, which alone may arrest the 
disease: B. — Liquor, plumbi acet. dil., ^ii ; pulv. calamin. prep, 
zinci oxidi, aa gi; glycerin, ^ii; aquae rosae, ^ijss. This is to be 
well shaken, and the parts kept moistened with it much of the time. 
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Paver Nocturnus, or "Night Terrors," says Wertheimer, oc- 
cur almost exclusively in children of anaemic constitution, and of ner- 
vous temperament. The most prominent symptoms — sudden waking 
in the first few hours of sleep, with loud, anxious cries, partial and 
momentary loss of consciousness, with a return to sleep after a thor- 
ough awakening — he attributes to a temporary increased excitability of 
the brain. One peculiarity of these cases, says the author, is that the 
patients have no recollection of the occurrence of these frightful 
dreams. 

After the twelfth year they usually pass away ; the prognosis is, 
therefore, always favorable, even if no medication be resorted to. 

The proper therapy consists in increasing the nutritive powers and 
in the administration of quinia, iron and bromide of potassium. — Sf. 
Petersburg Med. Wochenschrift^ No. 36, 1879. 

Sulphuric Acid in Cholera. — Dr. MacCormac, of Belfast, who 
had great experience in cholera in India, has urged on the English 
government the prophylactic treatment by dilute sulphuric acid — 

B. Acidi sulphuric! gtt. vj 

Aquse ,!5J. M. 

Sig. — This amount in a cup of mint water once or twice daily. 
Both in India and the United States this has proved itself the best 
known prophylactic— Jl/^^/ir^z/ and Surgical Reporter, 

Camphorated Dover's Powder. — 

Powdered opium 10 grains. 

Powdered Camphor 2 scruples. 

Powdered ipecac 1 scruple. 

Powdered cream of tartar 8 scruples. 

Mix intimately. Dose, from five to ten grains. The powder con- 
tains a little less than half the proportion of opium present in the offi- 
cinal Dover's powder. — Druggists^ Circular, 

An Anti-Asthmatic Powder. — The Practicien (a new French 
medical weekly) gives the following formula, which has been adopted 
with much success by Dr. de Creveiser, of Briey. Take equal 
weights of stramonium, sage, belladonna, and digitalis ; crush to 
about the coarseness of sawdust, damp a little, and mix in as . much 
nitre as of one or the other substances. Burn a little on a plate, 
cover with a paper cone open at the top, and let the sufferer inhale the 
smoke. If the smoke is too abundant, damp the mixture with a little 
water. 

Syphiloderma. — In chancres, especially about the face, much 
more rapid removal than otherwise may be obtained by keeping them 
covered with the emplastrum hydrargyri of the Germans, made thus : 
R. — Hydrarg., 31; terebinth, commun., 3j ; cerae flavae, 3jss; em- 
plast. plumbi, ^vj. Powdered iodoform dusted on yields good re- 
sults, but I seldom employ it on account of the odor. — Archives of 
Dermatology, 



47^ Southern Medical Record. 

Practical Notes. — Dr. J. S. Jones, of Jackson, La., writes: **I 
believe Labarruque's solution is a specific for poison oak eruption." 

He further says that as a liniment or revulsive for external applica- 
tion, he has found no *"pain killer" so hot and so efficient as the fol- 
lowing : 

B . Chloral i ounce. 

Tine, capsicum 2 ounces. 

M. Apply over the region of pain. He adds: **It is not ^ui/e as 
hot as fire." 

For erysipelas. Dr. Jones says: When the quarantine of 1878 
prevented us getting cranberries, I substituted for them poultices of the 
common wild plum for erysipelas, with the ordinary internal treat- 
ment, and have found no remedy equal to it. I want nothing better; 
the only trouble is we can only get the plums during the fall. Tell 
your readers to try them. Cook with corn meal, and apply hot or 
cold as the patient likes. 

To Prevent Malarial Fevers.— Dr. Q. C. Smith, of Califor- 
nia, publishes the following as an excellent preventive of chills and 
fever. Briefly stated, the formula is this : 

K . Powd. Cbinchona bark, 

Powd. iodide potassium, aa ^J; 
Powd. ipeeaCi 3 ij; 
Whisky, one pint. 
Mix; and take a teaspoonful three times a day, just after meals. 
This is the adult dose. 

He says it is a preparation, the knowledge of which is certainly 
well worthy of being perpetuated, as it is certainly very efficacious for 
the purpose for which it is recommended. 

Yerba Santa in Catarrhal Affections. — Dr. J. C. Wilson, m 
Philadelphia Hospital, says : The remedial virtues of the plant are 
contained in the gum-resin which is abundantly yielded by the leaves. 
J |It is sold in the shops in the form of a fluid extract, the taste of 
which is aromatic, sweetish, intense, and somewhat acid. The acridi- 
ty makes it disagreeable to take, and is not wholly done away with by 
combination with mucilage, syrups or glycerine. The dose of the 
fluid extract is from m xv to f. 3 j. — Idid, 

The Radical Treatment of Hernia. — ^The conclusions were as 
follows : I. Very favorable results have been obtained by the radical 
treatment of hernia; viz., ligature of the neck of the sac, extirpation 
of the sac, suture of the opening, with antiseptic precautions. The 
treatment is not dangerous, and has in most cases given good results. 
2. Operation for hernia is indicated only in cases where the hernia 
cannot be kept tn situ by a truss. — Ibid. 

Cubebs in Whooping-Cough. — Dr. M. Sanchez has obtained 
rapid cures in cases of whooping-cough by the administration of an 
etherial tincture of cubebs in doses of four or five drops three times a 
day. — Medical Times, 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



DR. POWELLS INTRODUCTORY, 

We so far trespass upon our custom of publishing only short articles 
as to give place to the Introductory delivered by our Senior Editor, Prof. 
Powell, at the opening of the Southern Medical College in this city. It 
is done by request, and in the hope that it may interest the profession 
and accomplish good by its eloquent disclosure of the noble and patriot- 
ic designs of the trustees in establishing the Institution. To inquiries 
as to the present status of the school, we are pleased to announce that 
it has now over fifty matriculates. An extraordinary opening, truly, 
for a new Institution. W. 



EDITORIAL NOTICES, 

SjyectarlcH.^lf you want good spectacles go to Er Lawshe's, jeweler, 
47 Whitehall street, Atlanta, Ga. We speak from experience in regard 
to his glasses. They are superior. The Louse of Lawshe has an estab- 
lished reputation in this city. He is a staunch, reliable and good busi- 
ness man. 

Buffalo Lithifi Spring8,—V\e9iS& read the two new advertisements of 
these wonderful waters commencing with the present issue of our 
Journal. \ 

John H. Brand <fe CV>— sole manufacturers of the celebrated Btirrowe^s 
Lexington Afustard.— The testimonials in regard to the excellence of 
this mustard are numerous. We have tested a sample of it, and it is, 
indeed, very fine. See the advertfeement. 

Pembertony Pullum & Co.— A change in the firm of Pemberton, Sam- 
uels & Reynolds will be perceived, Afessrs. Samuels A; Reynolds re- 
tiring, and Mr. Fullum taking their place. Mr. Pullum is an excellent 
man, and the firm will be among the very best in the Southern States. 
We can safely recommend this house to "the patronage of our readers. 
See their advertisement. 

A. S. Barnes cf* Co.. National Educational Publishers.— Th\a enter- 
prising establishment has generously donated to the Southern Medical 
College Library the following works : Elements of Zoology, by Cham- 
bers; Physiology and Health, by Jarvis* Darby's Chemistry; Darby's 
Botany; Familiar Lessons in Botany; Elements of Physiology, by 
Hamilton; Lectures on Natural History, by Chad bourne. 

Generosity of D. Appleton & Co.y New York.— This splendid, 
wealthy and reliable house stands very high among American 
publishing establishments. They are noted for the extent and ex- 
cellence of their publications, and for a benevolence and patriot- 
ism which embraces all sections of our common country. We are 
pleased to acknowledge the following works donated by this house. to 
the Southern Medical College Library ^ at Atlanta, Ga. 

Examination of Medicinal Chemicals; Flint's Text Book of Human 
Physiology; Neuralgia, etc., by Anstie: Treatment of Syphilis, by 
Keyes; Handbook of Uterine Therapeutics, by Tate; Practical Manual 
or the Treatment of Club Foot, by Sayur: General Convolutions of 
Man, by Ecker; Pulmonary Consumption, oy Bennet; Orthopedic Sur- 
gery and Dlseaaes of the Joints, by Sayre; Manual of Midwifery, by 
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Schroder; Hospital, History and Construction, by Wylle; Genito-Urina- 
rv Diseases, with Syphilis, by VanBuren A; Keyes; Materia Medica and 
'therapeutics, by Barthelow; Nenman's Handbook of Skin Diseases, by 
Bulkley; Niemyer»8 Text Book Practical Medicine, 2 Vols.: Compen- 
dium of Children's Diseases, by Steiner; Emergencies and How to 
Treat Them, by Howe; Management of Infancy, by Combs; Repara- 
tive Surgery, by Buck: Clinical Lectures on Diseases of the Nervous 
System, by Hammond; Obstetric Operations, by Barnes; The Puerpe- 
ral Diseases, by Barker; Ovarian Tumors, by Peaslee; Diseases of Bones, 
by Markoe; Clinical Electro-Therapeutics, by Hamilton; Galvano 
Therapeutics, by Neftel; Diseases of the Ovaries, by Wells; Works of 
Sir J. Y. Simpson, 2 Vols.; Histology and Histo-Chemistry of Man, by 
Frey; Diseases of Children, by Vogel. 

THE GREEN-EYED PHANTOM. 

Shakspeare never delineated a phase of human passion with more 
concise and striking words than wnen he defines jealousy in his pecu- 
liar epigrammatic stylel Jealousy not only makes the meat it feeds 
upon, but, ghoul-like, it will exhume every "trifle light as air" buried 
in the past, and devour it gradually rather than forego a feast upon 
some kind of the disgusting viands that is craved by its abnormal ap- 
I)etite. 

That it is abnormal, is proven by the fact that the food it feeds upon 
is antagonistic to a healthy paFsional condition, or to cliange the meta- 
phor, as there comes in here very apropos an illustration embodied in 
what we might call a back-handed, but striking definition of jealousy 
that we heard given by a gentleman of our acquaintance not long since. 
Being a married man of experience, he was one day lecturing a friend, 
who is also a Benedict, and a very jealous one, consequently always on 
the lookout for imaginary breakers on the sea of his matrimonial peace. 
The former, in the course of his lecture to the other about courting 
mispry as some old rheumatic woman nurses her many ailments, con- 
cluded his remarks by saying, he never could see the sense of a man 
looking for what he did not want to find. 

That told the whole story in a few words. A man under the control 
of jealousy's baleful passion never desires to have *'trifles light as air" 
**made confirmation strong as proofs of Holy Writ," and at the same 
time he will leave no efltbrt untried in the search for **what lie does not 
want to fi'jd." 

That there should be jealousy among women, is no matter of surprise 
to tbe student of woman's nature, and her place in creation, and when 
it goes no farther than to incite a commendable rivalry to excel in all 
that makes a perfect womanhood, morally, mentally and physically, it 
is well that it should exist as a part of her emotion i organization. 
Also, it is in accordance with natural laws that there should lie frequent- 
ly heait-burnings and exhibitions of jealousy between men and 
women— the peasant at his plow, and the milkmaid at her dairy are 
as often the victims of its pangs as the lovers in homes of wealth. 

But the most unworthy phase of this passion is that displayed be- 
tween men as brothers in one common humanity or co-operators in the 
same noble work. It is also a cause for surprise that it should exist in 
these conditions, since, when two or more persons are actuated by the 
same worthv motives, it seems foreign to the nature of the work itself, 
that they who are engaged in it should have jealous fears in regard to 
the success of the other co-workers, or egotistical desires to outstrip 
them merely for the sake of reaching the goal, and at any cost to the 
feelings or the failure of others. 

It cannot be denied that jealous motives and 'actions are often insti- 
gated by ignoble ambition. A genuine emulation desires to excel for 
the sake of the excellence in tne object of its aspirations, and also 
wishes others to reach up after the same attainable good and to be bene- 
fited by its own beneficence. Opposition and rivalry, bom of jealousy, 
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are antagonistic to the legitimate actor in a noble cause, because be is 
Incapable of all passions that will jeopardize the progress of the work, 
and detract from its dignity and usefulness. He rejoices at the tri- 
umphs of the cause for which he labors ; he rejoices at the success of all 
who are zealously and worthily engaged in its prosecution. 

Jealousy among men of any profession or avocnt'on is to be deplored. 
The feeling in these instances is so unworthy, it is the established cus- 
tom for members of the same profession or trade to refrain from evinc- 
ing a bitter rivalry towards eacn other. If they feel it, there is a tacit 
understanding that to give It expression is a violation of professional 
etiquette, and an evidence of a great want of proper education and re- 
finement. 

There Is only one instance where this feeling among confreres in 
medicine should be cherished, and that is where it is of the kind that 
will establish an earnest and watchful care of each other's rights, in- 
terests and position as brethren in a common cause ; where it gives eter- 
nal vigilance to the character and attitude of all orthodox theories and 
supi orters in the fraternity, and places a sentinel who will neither slan- 
der nor sleep to guard the gate of Medical science from every strange 
and profane foot tbat would seek to tread the hallowed ground within. 
This is the jealousy — not a phantom of the brain, but a vital and ever- 
present reality, that we should see exhibited by our brethren of the 
Healing Art— a jealousy that will enhance the dignity and exaltation of 
the profession — give it character and utility that will ensure its steady 
progresisiveness, incite its still greater possibilities, and call for the beni- 
sons of sufTering humanity throughout tlie world. We trust that the 
past annual cycle of time, with its many events and reminiscences, 
may take with it all bickering, antagonism, and petty jealousies, and 
the'dawn of the new year usher in a purer and larger growth in the pro- 
fession of medicine from the Eastern to the Western boundaries of our 
whole country, especially would we desire the continuance of a gener- 
ous and helpful attitude io the members of medical journalism piid 
aspirations after a still higher and advanced exposition of medical 
truths and their scientific application. We who expound these truths 
should never forget that "the world moves," and we must move with 
it, being deeply irnpressed with the great responsibility of our posi- 
tion, the serious and almost sacred trust we assume as expositors of 
medical lore and teachers of those who desire more light upon the theo- 
ries and practices of medicine ; and, most of all, we, as instructors, 
should he united in a bond of interest and fraternity that can never be 
severed by any unworthy motive or action. 

To friends and patrons of the Recokd, whose continued patronage 
and fraternal assistance we so warmly apprreoiate, we extend the greet- 
ings of a happy New Year. T. 8. P. 

BOO/C NOTICES. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN, by Lawson Tait, F. R. C. to., Surgeon to 
the Birmingham Hospital for Women, and Consulting Surgeon to the 
West Broom wich Hospital, Fellow of the Obstetric Society, etc., etc. 
Second edition, thoroughly revised and enlarged, specially Prepared for 
Wood's library in New York : Wood A Co, 27 Great Jones Street. 
1879. 

This Is a practical work of 186 octavo pages, in which the author gives 
many valuable suggestions, drawn from hfi own experience. 

MEMORIAL ORATION IN HONOR OF EPHRIAM McDOWELL, 
the father of Ovariotomy, by Samukl D. Qross, M, D., L. L. D., D. 
C. L. Oxon. Delivered at Danville, Ky^ at the dedication of the 
monument erected to the memory of Dr. Ephriam McDowell by the 
Kentucky State Medical Society, Mav 14, 1879. Published by the 
Society, Louisville, Ky.; printed by John P. Morton & Co. 1879. 
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TRANSACTK>N8 0F THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OFTHBSTATJS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, at the Thirteenth Annual Session, beki ait 
Chester, May, 1879. Vol XII. Part II. Published by the Society. 
Philadelphia. * 

The Pennsylvania Society is perhaps the largest State organization in 
the Union, numbering over seven hundred permanent members, many 
of whom are at the very head and front of the profession on this con- 
tinent. 

The present volume numbers nearly a thousand pages, and contains a 
number of very interesting and valuable papers. Among them are the 
addresses of James L. Stewart, M. D., the President; Chas. T. Hunter, 
M. !».; the papers of Wm. Goodell, M. D.; Andrew Fleming, M. D.; 
John H. Packard. M. D.; P. J. Lewis, M. D.; P. D. Keyser, M. D.; Wm. 
Pepper, M. D.; Richard A. Cleeman, M. D.; C. S. Turnbull, M. D.; 
Oscar H. Allis, M. D.; Ellwood Harvey, M. D.; John V. Shoemaker, 
A. M., M. D.; Benjamin Lee, M. D. 

The reports of numerous coimty societies are also contained in tlie 
volume, in which are much instructive and valuable matter. 

INFANT FEEDING AND ITS INFLUENCE ON LIFE, OR THE 
CAUSES AND PREVENTION OF INFANT MORTALITY, by C. 
H. F. Routh. M. D , M. R. C. P. L. Fellow of University College, 
London, of tne Medical, Medico-Chirurgical and Obstetrical Societies; 
Corresiwnding member of the Royal Academy of Madrid and Pesth, 
and the GynfiBCological Society of Boston; Senior Physician to the Sa- 
maritan Hospital for Women aud Children, etc. Third edition. N«w 
York : Wm. Wood & Co, 37 Great Jones street. 1879. 

A valuable work of two hundred and seventy pages upon a much 
neglected aud very important department of Mealcai sciecce. 



ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY. 

Prof. E, J, HaUock'8 Card,^We invite attention to the card of E. 
J. Hallock, Professor of Chemistry in the Southern Medical College. 
He is a gentleman of eminent ability, and has opened an office in the 
Medical College building, and is prepared to make tests and analyses 
of every kind. 

Reckipted.— 1879— M. T. Anderson, W. 8. Hays, A. Williamson, J. T-JCleveland, 
J. M. Mahan, W. H. Stewart. J. H. Home; '79 and '80, A. H. Smith, H. J. Walker* 
Wm. M. Green, T. D. Hare; '80, J. T. Baker, H. Perdue, Robert Kelly, J. A. HoUoway, 
J. W. Gilbert, J. H. Glover, C. F. Rogers, Ell Perkins, T. T. Christopher, A. L. 
Smoot, E. D. Simons, A. J. Graves, G. M. Pool, B. F. Stallions, J. J. Snell; 79 and "HO, 
F. M. Th omason . 

S P» E C I A. L 3Sr O T I O E S. 

Better than Foreiim Port.«-Speer's Port Grape Wine is better than Import' 
ed Port, and, since the adulteration of the latter, it must take it« place. It is pure* 
and really excellent and health -giving.— TVo^^ IHntes. 

The most select Fifth Avanue families of New York use this Wine at their even- 
ing enteiltvinmente. 

Our Druggists have some direct from Mr. Speer. 

Wm. B. Warner A Co.»Thi8 staunch and reliable house still maintains its 
liigh reputation for the purity of their goods and the strict business integrity for 
which they have been so long characterized. Their sugar-coated pills are specially 
ix)puiar, not only in this country, but in European markets. 

lifictaled Pepsine.— This preparation is composed of the following powerful 
digestive principles, of which each dose of live grains contains : Pepsine ipure) 1 
grain (equal to 5 grains of sacchnrated pepsine); Pancreatine, % grain ; Lactic Acid, 
% grain ; Maltose, }4 grain ; Diastase. l-l5 grain ; Hydrochloric Acid, 1-10 grain. Doses 
1 to grtUns. Laciated Pepsine will be found of great value in dyspepsia, all phases 
of indigestion, malnutrition, diarrhoea In Infants, chronic diarrhcea, cholera infan- 
tum, constipation ^nd vomiting Injpregnancy. 

Be particular to specify " PARM:, DAVIS & GO'S L\C7TATED PEPSINE." 
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